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THE 

PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER, 

I»UEUrG    TBB   FIFTH    tMtlOH    OF   THB    FOOBTH   TAMIAAr 
XBNT  OP  TUB  UMITBO  BINODOM  OF  OBBAT  BBITAIN 

AMD    IBBLAND. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

» 

THUBtOATy   HOY.    I* 
■IS  VAJBTTT^B  IKDISFOSITIOK. 

THEIR  Loidsbips  met,  from  twcaiy  to  thirty  in  Doin- 
ber,  about  half  past  three  o'clock.  Pebjos  haying  beea 
lead  asusnaly 

Tke  Lard  Chamcdiory  at  four  o'dock,  rose,  and  in  a 
Tecj'  imprasiTe  mauier  observed,  that  their  Lordships 
ifeie  met  together  pursuant  to  the  r^uhir  notification  lor 
the  1st  of  fioyember,  which  stated,  that  his  Biajoty  would 
appoint  a  GHnniission  in  the  usual  manner.    But  it  was 
with  the  deepest  concern  and  reeret  that  he  found  himsdf 
under  the  necessity  of  informing  their  Lordships,  that  such 
was,  at  present,  the  state  of  the  personal  indisposition  of  his 
Majesty,  that  he  had  not  thought  it  is  duty,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  proffer  to  his  Soyeieign  a  commissioa  to 
Tfceiye  the  sign  manual.    This  posonal  indisposition  of 
lus  li^jesVjr  was  created  by  the.  pressure  of  that  domestic 
afflictioQ  (in  which  eyeiy  Noble  Lord  must  sympathiae) 
upon  his  Majesty's  paternal  feelings.  ^  But  he  was  happy 
to  say,  that  there  were  strong  hopes  of  his  Majesty's  recovery 
from  that  indisposition.    In  this  state  of  things  he  had  con- 
sidered what  was  his  line  of  duty,  with  respect  to  carrying 
into  effect  the  notification  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
Whether  his  putting,  without  the  sign  manual,  the  Great 
Seal  to  such  a  commissioD,  would  or  would  not  be  coa* 
Vol.  L^— 1810.  B 
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sidered  strictly  I^al,  was  a  question  upon  which  he  should 
not  enter,  and  therefore  would  not  trouble  their  Lordships 
upon  that  subject.  He  should  onl^  say,  that,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  he  did  Rot  think  it  advisable  for  him  so 
to  do.  Muc^h.  as  be  lafoented  tli^.  ^^Veupiftiyice^  under 
which  their  Lordships  then  assembled;  he  must  hrav^  them  to 
adopt  such  a  mode  as  appeared  most  convenient  and  proper 
ibriiivoocasi(in.o^*60  much^imfiorlbncei  ' 

^fl(!  Earl  of  Uvfrpoptro^M^  jiftcr  dyveJUog  britflixjoa 
the  lamented  situation  ofthe  health  of  his  Majesty,  caused, 
as  it  had  been  truly  sttUffd  1^  Vh^  Noble  Lord  on  the  wooK 
sack,  by  a  serious  and  severe  domestic  calamity,  stated,  that 
'  there  was  every  reason  to  hope,  from  the  opinions  of  the 
physicians  who  attended  the  Royal  person,  for  a  speedy  re- 
covery from  the  illness  under  which  his  Majesty  at  present 
suffered.  Uppp  ai^wyof  thf  wcumstanQes,  his  Lordship 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  he  believed  he  felt  it  in  common 
with  the  House,  to  rpove  that  their  Lordships  do  adjourn. 
At  the  same  time,  he  wished  that  the  adjournment  should 
take  place  for  i}^  E^^fttBk  possiMa  term  ;  which  was  one 
fortnight.  He  should  therefore  move,  that  tli£  Uousev^jLc 
itsrisin^,  should  ac'joum.till1Ihiirsday  the  l^tb  of  Novcmbeij^ 
H)?  should"  alto  move,  in  the  second  pitrcir,  that  for  that  day 
all  the  Lords  should  l^e  summpo^ed ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the* 
hbfd  6hfi|i€ellor  sboi^d'bc  directed  to  write  to  every  Noble 
Bofd^  informing'  him  that  bi$  attendance  was  expect^^on 
Thursday,  thn  15th  of  November. 

Lord  HpUand^d',  that  he  rose  io  say  bv^'  a/ew  words; 
i|Ot*foT  the  purpopc  of  making  any  opposition'  whatever  to 
the  present  mption,  in  which  he  considered  unanimity  de« 
sfVBbJb,  but  to>e3^pres8  bis  acquiescence  and; agreement  with 
tht;  motion  of  the  Noble  Lord  opposite  (Hear !  hear  !)'. 
1ft  lamented  as  much  as.any.Noblb  Lord  the  cause ^f  the 
msent  motion  ;  to  which  be  gaveiiis  entire  assent.  Had 
'tlrts  been  a^case  on  which  a,pre(y*dknt  was  to  be  founded, 
hf  should  certainly  luive  preftJrrt.^' an  adjgriirnmcnt  de  die  in 
(Hem;  but  tfa^  present  motion  bein;^  Poupded.iifpn.a  par- 
liamchtaty  preoedenti  be  should'  offer  no  further,  remarks  on 
that  subject.'  United' as  the  Noble  tord*sl  motion. was  with 
hi»  other  intended  motions  fc^r  tbesummoning  of  their  Lord- 
tbips.  afoitnight  hence,  a^d:  with,  a  letter  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  stating*  the  expectation  of  t^e  attendance  of, 
every  Lojdqn  bis  place,  on  tiiese  ground^^  heentireljr  agreed! 
wiitr  the  mution,    '        ^ 


The  IRM  of  Lh^vfpodl  itheit  Von;  ted  <iMV8S  4ktA  Ite 
JLonk  teMimlibBediferTbiindayiibe  Ukhfof  Miireitdsdri^ 
iA|;pv«d  tow 

7%e  Edrr^  0f  Lit&rpoal  nm  «gii»9  md  m^yed  tfntit  Cte 
Lbid  GhanceUcMr  In;  dir^Usd  loW^iie  n  iMtet  tb  ^vety  hd^^e 
Lord,  infenntiiff  bimlhti  Ihie  House "sfLotdft^liec^d  his 
iMfdAvp^BmVbemdmtKna  Tkwi^y  tht  15th  of  Ndf^MtM^^. 
•^Ai^ftcd  to.       ' 

Tie  Ekari  •/  Lhirp^oi  ihm  moUkvl,  iHiitt  tbr'ii^  tii^- 
lUmiiitald  adjotira  tiU  Notwmbor^i^  Idtbi-^^gitldle. 

The  ttocne  adjonmcd  at  iiMqmsi  fcniF* 


■   «li       rfh 
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Th^  interest  and  anxiety  excited  *by  llie  known  indf^posU 
tion  of  his  Majesty,  and  (he  doub'ts  i^h'ich  were  generalljr 
entertained,  nvhether  the  Royal  signature  could  be  obtained 
to  a  Commission  for  a  ilirther  pforogsftion  of  t^arliamenti 
pursuant  t6  proclamation,  atfi'aeted  a  more  numerous  at- 
letrdnnce  of  members  than,  iiuJer  all  the  cireumstanced  of 
D)e<;ase,  could,  at  tliis  s(eason,  hHvelieen  expected.  Ab(mt 
liaHT  past  three,  th^  Speaker  came  down,  and  took  his  seat, 
Ws  usual,  at  the  table.  A  (b>V  minutes  before  four  o^elpck 
the  Speaker,  rising  frorft  hi$ 'chair  at  th^  table,  addressed  tlie 
House  to  the  following  effect : — 

'^lliis  House  is  how  met  upon  the  day  lo  w'hich  it  was 
^ast  prorogued.  But  I  tiare  to  inform  the  House,  thalt 
trott^ilh^ianding  his  Majesty's  Royal  Ptoclartiation  in  tlie 
Crftzette,  intimating  his  p1ea'sur<!i  that  {Parliament  sbotitd  be 
.Still  further  prorogued  to  a  future  day,  ^e  are  not  to  expert, 
tiny  message  from  his  Maje*ty*s  conmiisKioneTfs  on  Ihis  occa« 
sion ;  no  commission  having  been  issued  fdrther  to  pi;brogue 
9iarliam^t.  Undet  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  mj 
duty  to  take  tlie  chair  of  this  House,  in  orcler  that  this 
fton^  may  be  enabled  to  adjourn  its6lf  lo  sucTi  time  as  the 
tlouse  in  (ts  wisdom  shall  deem  fit;  and  I  do  therefore 
take  the  chair  accordingly.'* — (fienerfU .cries  of  Cfmrl 
cfudr!  chdir!) 

The  ChartceUor  of  the  Exchequer  th6n  rose,  and  said,  bt 
l^ras  persuaded  it  would  l)e  unnetessafy  for  hirn  to  stat^^  thait 
tbe  House  was  then  assembled  upon  the  dfty  to  which  it  had 
hi  the  last  instance  been  prorogued  to  a  future  day ;  the 
liotis^  w^uld  Vefy  naturally  be  anxit)us  to  hear,  why>  after 
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.  rach  declaration  of  his  Bfajoty's  pteasnrp,  his  Majesf  j*s 
jBervanU  were  unable  to  carry  into  efllcct  bis  Majesty's  wisbe^, 
and  were  not  prepared  with  a  royal  commission  for  that 
purpose.  To  relieve  that  anxietv>  it  became  his  duty^  his 
most  painful  doty,  to  state,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  indis- 
position of  his  Majesty,  that  his  Majesty's  servants  had 
been  unable  to  give  effect  to  his  royal  proclamation ^that 
it  was  owing  to  the  severity  of  that  indisposition  that  the 
Lord  Cliancellor,  whose  immediate  duty  it  was  to  take  his 
Majesty's  orders  on  such  subjects,  could  not  obtain  the 
royal  signature  to  a  commission  further  to  prorogue  Par- 
liament. It  would  not  be  necessary  for  him,  he  was  per* 
suaded,  to  iifformithe  House,  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
it  would  not  be  consistent  with  his  duty,  or  the  principles 
of  the  constitution,  for  the  Lord  Cbanoellor  to  affix  the 

Seat  seal  to  such  a  commission,  without  the  sanction  of 
e  royal  sign  manual.  (Heary  hear,  hear!)  Perhaps 
the  House  would  permit  him,  on  that  occasion,  io  add  one 
or  two  observations  on  the  actual  state  of  his  Majesty's 
'health.  In  doing  this,  he  was  persuaded  that  it  would  be 
wholly  unnecessarv  for  him  to  say  any  thing  with  a  view  io 
increase  those  feelings  of  anxiety  and  concern,  entertained 
by  the  public  at  large  respecting  the  disorder  afiecting  his 
Majesty;  nor  should  he  then  mentipn  the  circumstance 
which  he  meant  to  state  to  the  House,  but  that  he  was  per- 
suaded the  public  would  derive  from  it  very  considerable 
consolation  respecting  the  nature 'ai\d  duration  of  his 
Majesty's  present  indisposition.  If  any  thing  could  afford 
real  consolation  to  die  feelines  of  unfeigned  afiection  and 
afflicHon  which  pervaded  all  classes  of  the  pul>lic,  it  must 
be  the  consideration  that  the  cause  of  bis  Majesty's  present 
illness  was  to  be  ascribed  to  his  steady  unremitting  attention 
'  to  the  painful  and  protracted  sufferings  of  a  beloved 
daughter  (HeoTy  hear,  hear!)  He  did  not  mention  this 
circumstance  as  new  to  those  who  heard  him ;  for  it  was 
notorious  to  the  nation  at  large,  that  from  that  cause  prin- 
cipally the  illness  of  his  Majesty  had  arisen  ;  but  he  could 
not  omit  to  observe,  that  the  knowledge  of  that  fact  must 

S've  rise  to  considerable  and  well-founded  hopes  of  his 
ajesty's  early  and  complete  recovery.  H^  had  the  satis« 
faction  also  to  inform  the  House,  that  the  symptoms  of  his 
Majesty's  complaint  were  peculiarly  mild,  as  well  as  that 
his  Majesty's  ptiysicians  entertained  and  expressed  strong 
and  sangume  expectations  of  his  recovery  (Hear^  hear!) 
Having  said  thus  much  upon  this  most  interesting  subject^ 
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it  rnnained  only  for  bim  to  toacb  briefly  upon  the  practicd 
tjuestion  as  to  die  coarse  which  it  woald  be  proper  for  the 
Home  to  panrae on  this  occasion;  and  in  that  respect  he 
apprehended,  that  the  statement  of  the  Speaker,  which  the 
House  had  just  heard,  pointed  out  the  only  proper  course  to 
be  adopted-  He  agreed  with  that  statement,  that  the 
House  could  not  then  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  any 
public  business ;  but  was  bound  to  adjourn  ov^r  for  the 
present*  But  whether  it  were  coni|X!tent  to  that  House  to 
enter  upon  the  discussion  of  public  businessy  at  that  time,  or 
not,  he  would  but  intreat  Gentlemen  to  reflect  upon  the 
situation  in  which  they  werb  thus  met,  and  he  was  per- 
suaded the  Honse  would  readily  concur  in  the  expediency  of 
an*  imniediate  adjournment.  They  must  be  aware,  that 
•they  hid  not  been  assembled  in  consequence  of  any  intima* 
tion  of  his  Majesty's  ro3ral  pleasure,  to  call  together  his 
Parliament  at  this  particular  time.  On  the  contrary,  they 
had  been  apprised  b^  the  most  aufhorititive  statement  (his 
'  Majesty's  proclamation  in  the  gazette),  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  assemble  Parliament,  for  the  dispatch  of  pub^ 
lie  business  at  this  time.  How,  then,  could  the  House,  in 
s«ich  a  situation,  proceed  with  any  propriety  to  the  discus- 
sion of  public  busmessf  Uponthis  nead,  he  was  sure  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion ;  and  the  only  question, 
therefore,  then  to  be  considered  would  be,  as  to  the  period 
for  which  it  would  be  proper  to  adjourn.  On  this  point 
he  should  observe,  that  it  wa3  his  intention  before,  he  sat 
down  to  move,  that  the  House,  ut  its  rising,  do  ailjourn  to 
this  day  fortnight.  He  proposed  this  adjournment  as  the 
shortest  p«rio(t  within  which  such  an  attendance  could  be 
procured  as  would  enable  them,  on  their  meeting,  with 
dec0ncy  to  pronounce  a  parliamentary  expression  of  their 
sentiments,  or  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  a  still  farther 
adjournment.  But  besides  this  consideration,  they  had  an 
instance  of  a  parliamentary  enactment  authorising  the  cull- 
ing together  of  Parliament  within,  fourteen  days  upon  any 
sadden  emerge|ncy  happening  during  a  reces&.  They  had 
also  a  case  in  modem  times,  which,  as  it  appeared  to  be 
analc^us,  should  be  considered  a  guide  for  their  proceeding, 
and  afibrded  a  precedent  of  a  similar  adjournment  (alluding 
to  the  case  ofnis  Majesty* s  first  melancholy  'indisposition,  in 
1788).  Upon  these  various  considerations  it  was  that  he 
meant  to  propose  an  adjournment  fpr  a  fortnight ;  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  feel  them  so  forcibly  as  to  go  along 
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with  hka  is  iiis  moiioo*  lie  tmd  but  one  other  additiontl 
i^on^idexalLon  to  ^Mggest^  .and  that  wa«  sakly  coiiiiiiod  io 
-what  would  be  necessary  lo  forward  the  luaui  object  of  the 
xidjoamment.  TbeHousewasalraadyawareihatlbeobjeotof 
ibe  adjournment  was  to  obtain  a  AiUer  attendance  (ban  in  tke 
present  instance  could  possibly  beex|iected ;  a^id  iaotder  to 

Eromote  tbat  .object,  be  proposed -to  inoveiora  call  of  tbe 
louse,  as  bad  been  the  casein  the  recent  instance  to*which  be 
Jbod  alluded,  for  this  day  fertuight.  But  to  give  the  moreeflbot 
io  this  call,  he  should  also  nave,  that  eirculajr  )e4tenrbe 
tnnsniitted  by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  members  of  thai  Hoaw, 
Io  apprise  them  of  Uie  order  for  calling  over  tbe  House  <iii 
tb'is  dajr  fortnight.  Having  thiis  .pUt  the  House  in  pernio 
fiion  of  his  views  on  the  st^)ject,  he  had  nothing  further  to 
add,  and  should  conclude  with  jnoving,  that  the  U^useitf 
its  rising  should  adjourn  to  this  day  fortnight* 

()n  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose,  and  declared^  that  he  concurred  en- 
tirely in  all  tUe  sentiments  which  had  been  so  well  and  so 
forcibly  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  bad 
just  sat  down.  He  was  mom  highly  gratified,  as  be  was 
convinced  every  gentleman  present  and  every  individuiU  in 
ibe  nation  must  be,  at  the  consolation  beld^ut  in  tbe  Jtat&- 
ment  of  lite  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  auist  sanguine 
expectations  might  be  entertained  of  the  speedy  reoovorjr 
of  his  Majesty*  Impressed  wi4h  such  feelings,  heshouM 
not  take  up  more  of  the  time  of  tbejiouse^  but.simply  to 
say,  that  be  should  second  the  motion. 

Tie  question  of  adjournment  was  then  agreed to,sigaiinr 
amiradicenie. 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  on  the  15tb  of  Noven^ 
bcr,  was  also  agreed  to,  and  the  Speaker  ordered  to  write 
circular  letters  to  the  knights*,  citizens,  and  buigcttes^ 
members  of  tbat  House. — ^Adjourned  to  the  15th  Novco&r 
ber* 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

THURSBAT,    NOV&MBCR    15, 
Bta  1IAJBST¥*a  iNBiarOSlTlON* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stated^  (hat  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  the  House,  he  bad  written  letters  to  all  the 
lords  who  were  members  of  the  House,  desiring  their  at- 
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tenclatice  on  this  dar,  and  tfraf  from  some,  he  had  teemred 
answers',  stating',  that  from  Hlhess  or  other  canscs,  they 
were  uriabfe  to  "attend.;  his  Ihrdship  conchidtjd  by  reading* 
BKstof?L  fevlordis,  who  hat!  sent  excuses. 

After  a  conmderaWe  interral,  during'  which  the  honse 
became  very  fairy  att^dcd,  ' 

TWc  Lard  CltrnfteUor  frfl  the  woolsack,  adiRancedtowardr 
the-  table,  and*  addressed  the  House. — ***  My  Lord's,  thenr 
being  now  a  fuH  attpndancc  of  your  lordships,  I  ttn^i  yoa 
will  indulsre  me,  in  allowing  me  io  re-state  from  this  place 
what  I  had-  the  honour  to  state  to  the  House  on  the  ftt? 
instant  from  the  woolsack.  It  is  my  intention  to  conclude- 
with  a  raoHon,  and  therefore  t  wish  f .  make  the  statement 
ffom  this  place.  '  My  lords,  when  your  lordships  assembled^ 
on  the  l-st  of  tfitynonth,  after  it  had  been  publicly  notifiedF 
that  it  was  his  IMajesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure  that  thir 
parliament  should  be  prorogued  to  the  29tb  of  November, 
and  that  a*  commission  fbr  such  prorogation  should  be' 
iasuefl  under* the  great  seal,  I  then  stated,  that  in  ol^ienoe' 
to  his  Majesty's  commands,  I  had  prepared  a  commisstoic 
for  such  promgation,  but  that  in  consequence  of  his  MW- 
jesty^s  indisposition  such  commission  could  not  receive  his' 
Mhjcsty^s  royal  signature  ;  and  I  had  not  felt  it  consisteut 
liwth  my  View  of  my  duty  to  put  the  great  seal  to  that 
commission^  without  his  Majesty's  si/p'  manual.  It  is  for 
yourlOrdMiips  to  judge  whether  m  this  view  of  my  duty  I' 
bmre  committed  any  error.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  the' 
discussion  of  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  a  commission 
faftring' the  great  seal  Afixed  io  it,  and  purporting  to  have 
the  King's  sign  manual^  but  which  it  had  not  received!  I 
only  mean  again  io  slate,  that' in  my  conception  of  ray  duty 
I.  did  not  conceive  mjself  authorized  io  affix  tbe  great  seal 
to  the  commission  to  which  I  have  alluded,  without  the 
Kiiig'i  sign  manual.  My  lords,  V  then  stated'  what  I  anr 
now  anxious  to  restate^  that  his  Mujesty's  indispositioa* 
arose  entirely  from  the  pressure- of  domestic  afQiction  opera'* 
ting  npon  his  paternal  feeliogs,  and  that  the  physicians  thea 
in  care  of  his  Majesty  entertained  a  confident  expectation  of 
Im  Majesty's*  recovery,  Myl6rdfe,  as  the  physicians  then 
had  a  confident  expectation  of  his  Majesty's  recovery,  so 
tbey  now. also  entertain  a  confident  expectation  of  bis 
Mkjesty*s  necoyery,  reganl  being  had  to  his  Majesty's  time 
of  lifii,  and  to  bis  Miijesty's  former  state  of  health.  This  is 
the  unammons  opinion  (P  am  anxious  to  state  then:  own^ 


ft  THB  PAELIA.HENTART.  ROGISTeB.  [loHM^ 

voids)  not  only  of  the  physieians  then  in  attendance*  but  of 
those  whose  care  has  since  been  thrown  around  his  Majesty, 
and  is  given  with  as  much  certainty  ns  ca.n  be  attached  to 
prognostics  upon  medical  subjects.  Those  physicians  aba 
who  now  attend  his  Majesty,  and  who  attended  his  Majesty 
on  a  former  indisposition,  state,  that  thev  see  in  the  present' 
state  of  his  Majesty,  all  the  symptoms  of  approach  towards 
nccovery,  and  none  of  the  symptoms  whicn  indicate  the 
delay  of.recoyery*  Upon  thestatement  which  I  made  on  the 
1st  pf  this  month,  one  of  your  lordships  moved  to  adjourn 
ibr  fourteen  days,  the  shortest  period  within  which  parlia- 
ment can  by  law  be  assembled  upon  any  emergency  for  the 
dispatch  of  business  v  your  lordships  are  now  assembled  in 
pursuance  of  that  adjournment,  and  it  is  for  the  House  to 
determine  what  course  it  is  proper  to  pursue.  Under  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  stated,  I  trust  in  God,  from  the 
£ivourable  symptoms  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition,  that 
there  will  be'  no  nfcessity  for  the  adoption  of  any  proceeding 
by  this' House  to  supply  the  defect  of  the  royal  authority  ; 
and  I  may  be  allowed  to  expre«  my  opinion,  that  the  most 
delicate  and  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  present 
instance,  would  be  to  adjourn  for  fourteen  days.  Mv  lords, 
it  is  with  feelings  of  affliction  for  the  indisposition  of  his  Ma- 

f*  sty,  in  which  I  am  sure  all  your  lordships  participate,  that 
make  this  motion,  and  at  the.  same  time  in  the  confident 
hope  that  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  no  proceeding 
will  be  necessary.  His  lordsihip  concluded  by  moving  an 
adjouniment  till  this  day  fortnight." 

The  Earl  of  Mohra.    '*  My  lord^  I  hail  with  joy,  in 
common  I  am  sure  with  all  your  lordships,  the  pleasing 

Srospect  held  out  to  us  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  of  hts 
[ajestjr*s  recovery.  Upon  a  question  of  this  nature,  the 
important  consideration  necessarily  must  be,  whether  the 
temporary  suspension  of  certain  parts  of  the  r^al  power  will 
be  of  such  essential  injury  to  the  public  interests,  that  our 
public  duty  requires  \is  to  procera  immediately  to  make 
provisioa  for  the  exigency.  Conceiving,  as  1  do,  that  no 
material  inconvenience  will  result  to  the  public  interests 
from  the  delay  proposed,  I  give  my  cordial  support  to.  the 
motion  of  the  noble  and  learned*  lord.** 

Lord  Grerrrille  said,  that  he  perfecdy  concurred  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  earl  respecting  the  compirison  of 
inconveniences.  There  was,  indeed,  nothing  before  them 
but  a  choice  of  embarrassments :  that  was  his  opinion  wbea 
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lie* heard  the  first  tidings  of  this  melancholy  and  aflticting 
evfita^    He  would  not  dwell  upon  this  painful  topic ;  not 
because  be  did,  not  feel  upon  it  most  deeply,  but  because 
he^fcuew  thai  there  was  nothing  that  he  con|d  say  that  could 
add  to  the  feelings  of  other  nobfelords.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack  had  hardly  done  himself  justice,  in 
intims^ing  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  on  his  own  conduct. 
He..WB0  OMivinoed  of  the  purity  of  that  noble  and  learned 
lonrs  motives  and  conduct  on  tub  trying  occasion,  in  that 
particular,  point    No  man,  understandmg  .the  principles 
ai|d  .practice  of  the  constitution,  and  the  prpi)er  uses  of  th^ 
powers  of  its-  respective  branches,  and  with  a  just  regard  to 
truth  .and  justice,  could  ad?ise  the  affixing  of  the  great  seal 
of  the  kingdom^  which  purported  to  bear  the  royal  signa- 
ture, by  any  indiyidudi,  during  the  present  situation  of  the' 
Soyereign.    He  sliould  not  have  said  this,  had  not  some^ 
thing  fallen  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  himself,  which 
seenied  to  put.  ihe  matter  in  doubt.    The  two  houses  of 
parliament  had,  he  conceiyed^  done  perfectly  right  on  their 
meeting,  on  the  1st  instant,  m  instructing  their  Speakers  to 
write  to  the  respectiye.  members,  requiring  their  attendance 
tlvit  day.    Now^  then^  parliament  was  assembled  for  the 
ivfit  time  this  session  to  deliberate  on  what  measures  it 
m^t  be  their  duty  to  propose.    There  was  nothing  he  so 
much  wislied  as  to  avoid  even  the  shade' of  difference  on 
this  question^  or  any  expression  that  might  add  to  debate. 
He  confessed,  be  thought  it  to  be  at  present  his  public  duty 
to; yield  his  other  opii^ns  to  the  desired  unanimity.    He. 
thought .  it  a  fitvourable  circumstance,  that  ihefe  did  exist 
on  the  journals  a  precedent  of  ^  mode  of  proceeding  under 
similar  circumstaifces.    It  was.  with  the  deepest  r^ret  that 
he  sl^>uld  notice  the  slightest  devuitiou  from  those  forms ; 
aiiid  more  particularly  in  those'  points,  which,  upon  the 
former  occa8ion>.  were  not  matters  of  discussion,  but.  were 

agreed. upon  unanimously*. ^  There  iras^o  mode,  as  he 
lought,  of  procuring  unanimit]^».so  likely  as  that  of  ret 
sorting  to  those  forms  of  proceecUngs.  With  the  cheering 
hopes  neld  out  to  the  House,  (not  indeed  by  any  evidence  or  • 
written  documeutil*  .bat)  collected  from  the  speech  of  the. 
noble  and  JeariKod  lord,  pf  the  speedy  deliverance  and  re* 
covpry  of  ,the.SoyereigiLi  he  was  ready  to  agree  to  the  hd- 
jourmpeipt  prbposed«i  There  was  a  great  duty,  for  their 
loindsbipA. to  discharge^  to  hist  Majesty  and  to  the  people^ 
£^woul(l,  rather  ptfy  hoTfeveri  on  the  side  of  forb^rance 
Vol.  I,^— 1810,  C 
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and  'lelay,  tlidn  on  that  of  precipitation.    Tlftit  principle 
had  formerly  regulated  the  conduct  of  parliament.     It  wa3 
then  thought  t^  to  make  successive  short  adjournments^ 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  the  progress 
of  recovery,  as  it  gave  to  parliament,  then  become^  as  it 
ivas  now,  the  guardian  of  the  King's  person  and  rights,  the 
power  of  meeting  all  the  exigencies  that  might  arise.     Od 
that  groimd  he  should  now  have  preferred  a  shorter  adjourn- 
ment, followed  up  by  adjournments  from  time  to  time  as  the 
symptoms  of  amendment  continued  to  appear.     But,  fhr  be 
it  froni  him  to  interrupt  unanimity  or  provoke   debate. 
There  was  a  circumstance,  notwithstanding,  which  he  must 
notice^  as  there  was  in  it  a  deviation  from  the  former  pro- 
.ceedings.     It  was  now  proposed  io  adjourn  a  fortnight,  on 
the  ground  solely  of  the  notification  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  in  his  speech.     He  remembered  the  day,  one  of  the 
happiest  of  days,  when  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  then 
sat  on  the  woolsack,  came  down  to  that  House  to  state  the 
satisftictory  intelligence  of  the  improvement  of  the  health  of 
his  sovereign  ;  but  when  the  House  thereon  adjourned  bat 
for  a  short  time,  they  were  assembled  in  parliament  with  a 
legal  power.     They  were  not  so,  assembled  atpn^nt.     la 
the  crown  solely  was  vested  the  power  of  assembling  the 
parliament ;  and  except  in  a  case  of  great  and  manifest 
necessity,  if  parliament  acted  otherwise,  it  would  commit  a. 
breach  of  fundamental  law.    The  two  Houses  of  parliament 
were  now  met  under  a  melancholy  necessity,  which  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  obtain  the  royaf  signature.     He  wouldl 
,  ask  tbeir  lordships^  with  reference  to  their  future  proceed^ 
ings,  how  the  power  could  arise  for  the  continuance  of  their 
sittings  ?    Their  adjournment  was  a  continuance  of  their 
sittings.    This  could  only  be  done  by  putting  upon  their 
journals  the  grounds  distinctly  upon  which  they  superseded 
the  privileges  and  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,    in  other 
respects,  it  would  b^  a  breach  of  law  to  continue  their 
sittings  merely  by  their  own  authority.     h\  then,  this  can 
be  done  only  on  the  necessity  of  the  case,  lie  woulil  ask 
how  that  necessity  was  established  t    Such  important  trans- 
actions as  these  must  be  governed  by  a  strict  reference  to 
the  established  principles  of  the  government.    This  feet,  of 
necessity,  must  be  solidly  proved  and  established  on  the 
journals  of  the  IJouse.     How  stood  the  case?    It  stood 
thus :  that  the  melancholy  feet  of  the  suspensbn  of  the 
royal  power  was  established  only  by  the  assertion  of  iux 
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individuali  the  noble  and  learned  lord.     He  entertained  a 

Sreat  respect  for  that  noble  lord  :  he  had  a  great  respect  for 
.  e  high  official  station  he  held  :  but  no  individual  subject 
in  the  kin^^m  nvas  of  authority  enough  to  pronounce  on 
the  fact  of  the  suspension  of  the  royal  capacity,  fop  the 
exercise  of  the  regal  power.    The  estates  of  th(.»se  realms 
trere,  alone^  competent  to  xlo  so.    The  statement  of  a  noble 
lord,  high  in  office,  was  not  the  best  eviilcnce  that  could 
be  procured;  and.  the  best  evidence  should  be  given  on 
such  a  subject*     There  was  a  better  evidence  to  be  got  in 
this  case  :  meaning  no  kind  of  reflection  upon  the  uojl^le  and 
learned  lord's  statement*    This  led  to  another  important 
consideration.    If  the  power  to  adjourn  arose  from  the 
royal  indisposition,  the  act  of  adjournmeut  proclaimed  the 
fact  of  that  ii)dUposition  :  and  then  this  fact  is  taken  from 
the  statement  of  a  single  individual,  who,  no  more  tfian  any 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  has  any  right  whatever  so  to- 
pronounce.     He  trusted,  therefore,  that  this  adjournment 
would  be  considered  in  the  same  light  as  tlic 'short  adjourn- 
ment was  in  a  £)rmer  case.     When  the  statement  he  had 
alluded  to  was  made  on  that  occasion,  only  two  or  three 
days  were  allowed  to  nobl^  lords  to  make  up  their  minds  oa 
that  important  question.     In  fact,  only  one  sitting  day 
elapsed  between  the  notification  of  the  calamity,  and  the 
day  appointed  for  investigation.     He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  present  longer  adjournment  would  not  be  considerecl 
as  establishing  the&ct,  or  as  giving  their  lordships'  opinion, 
upon^  individual  declaration  to  incapacitate  the  Sovereign. 
ilnxious  for  unanimity,  he  should  vote  for  the  motion  with 
these  views ;  otherwise  he  should  overturn  the  principles  on 
"which  the  House  had  formerly  acted.    The  King's  ministers 
could  alone  pronouiKx;  on  the  state  of  the  country,  and 
whether  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  placed  were  or 
ivere  not  such  as  required  the  immediate  attendance  of  par* 
liament*     In  proposing  this  adjournment,  they  took  upon 
themselves  a  heavy  responsibility,  whicli,  he  doubted  not, 
tbev  felt  themselves  prepared  to  justify  to  their  own  minds 
ancf  to  their  country.     He  should  now  only  otfar  up  prayers 
to  Almighty  God,  that  this  may  be  the  last  occasion  for 
any  simihr  adjournment ;  and  th^t  such  circumstances 
may  providentially  arise,  as  would  restore  to  his  Majesty 
the  exercise  of  the  kingly  power,  and  to  parliament  the 
regular  use  of  its. ordinary  functions,  instead  of  their  as- 
sembling as  a  convention  of  thb  states  of  the  realm.    If, 
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however/  ibe  latter  of  these  altematiTcs  should  anhappily 
take  place,  he  was  prepared  to  say,  that  they  nltist  then 
lay  down  for  their  regulation  the  principles  which  he  had 
stated,  and  act  upon  those  precedents  which  had  b^O' 
already  laid  down.  In  the  mean  time,  he  for  one  should 
give  his  assent  to  the  present  motton.  » 

Earl  Stanhope  declared,  that  all  he  wished  was»  that  the 
House  should  lay  down  the  constitutional  grounds  of  its 
present  proceedings.  -And  first  he  would  put  a  questio^  to 
Sheir  lordships,  and  ask  them,  by*what  authority  theywere 
here  ?  He  aid  not  wish  or  intend  to  usurp  any  authority 
not  given  by  the  constitution,  and  therefore  ne  thought  that 
regular  and  constitutional  grounds  ought  to  be  laid  down 
wny  the  two  Houses  met  at  all.  It  was  true,  they  had  been 
invited  here  by  the  circular  letter  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  occupied  the  woolsack ;  but,  as  was  most  cor- 
rectiy  stated  by  his  noble  relative,  the  parliament  Was  not 
met.  IVue,  the  estates  of  the  lerim  were  niet ;  but  how 
could  parliament  be  assembled,  but  either  by  the  royal 
authority,  or  by  a  necessity  superior  to  all  law  ?  In  liis 
opinion,  therefore,  what  ou^t  to  be  done  first,  was  to 
authenticate  and  regulariy  brmg  before  the  House  that  fact 
which  established  uie  necessity  for  the  present  meeting,  if 
he  at  all  consented  to  the  present  motion  for  adjournment, 
it  should  not  be  for  the  sake  of  unanimity  alone ;  but  fi>r 
this  reason,  that  from  the  very  short  notice  of  the  former 
meeting,  and  from  the  shortness  of  the  time  that  has  since 
elapsed,  a  number  of  peers  may  not  have  been  aUe  to 
come  up  from  the  distant  parts  of  the  comitry,  and' therefore 
would  probably  wish  for  some  farther  postponement ;  but 
principally  because  he  thought  that  they  had  no  right  to 
meet  at  all. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  expressed  his  strong  concurrence 
in  the  propriety  of  the  motion  now  before  the  Honse,  and 
the  satisfaction  which  he  felt  in  learning  that  confident 
hopes  were  entertained  of  his  Majesty^s  spc«dy  recovery. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed^  that  before  he  proo9eded 
to  put  the  question  to  a  rote^  he  was  anxious  to  say  a  few 
words  in  ap&wer  to  the  observations  that  had  fallen  nom  the 
noble  baron  •  And  first  on  the  subject  of  the  responsibility 
under  which  he  acted,  in  the  high  office  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  fill,  he  was  not  afraid  to  use  the  language  he  had 
done,  when  he  recollected  that  parliament  had  been*  opened 
without  the  sign  n^anual  of  his  Afejesty,  and  that  by  a 
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cimnodlor  of  mat  name.     That  being  the  caiei  he  had 
thoaghf  it  his  aaty  to  the  Hmise  to  rabmit  whether  he  had 
done  right  or  wrong  in  acting  as  he  had  tlone  on' the'  present 
occasi<Miy  though  he  himselfcertainlj  entertained  nodonhtir 
on  thef  siAject.     Unqoestionafolj'  under  aU  the  ctroum- 
stance^,  it  was  inipos9ibIe  for  him  to  think  of  affixing  the 
sign  manual  to  the  commiffiion  for  proroguing  part iament* 
With  regard  to  the  proceedings  in  1788,  it  would  be  reopI« 
fected  that  parliament  didadjoam  for  the  first  fortnightvon 
the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  the  occatsion  ;  and  there  were 
cifcumstances  id  that  case*  which  could  not  be  altogether 
followed  in  the  present.    On  that  occasion  his  Majesty:  had 
appeared  indisposed  on  the  92d  of  October,  and  parliaioeni 
had  been  summoned  for  the  dispatch  of  business  on  theSOth 
of  November.    It  met  accoidingly ;-  when  it  was  proposed 
that  it  should  adfjourn  for  a  fortnigbti  there  tseing  no  com- 
mission or  meech  fvom  the  throng  to  open  the  causes  of  the 
session.    That  proposition  was  acceded  to^  and  parliament 
accordingly  dia  not  adjourn  from  day  today,  till  it  was 
ngularly  opened.    Vhe  great  diflerenoe  between,  the  two 
periods  was  this,'  that  in  the  former  they  would  find  it 
€ipre8sly  stated »  that  partiament  was  then  to  piioceed  to  the 
dvpatch  of  business,  while  that  was  notUhe^intention  now. 
He  totally  disclaimed  his  ever  having  entertained  the  idea 
that  his  penonal  statement  in  that  House  could  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  pariianuAitary  document.    Under  all  the 
etrcumstanoes,  he  tiionght  that  the  course  which  he  had 
proposed  to  the  House  was  constitutional  in  its  nature,' 
wmle  at  the  sam^  time  it  was  most  respectful  to  his  Majesty. 
Lard  GrentUle  replied,  that  he  was  not  distinctly  a\vare 
of  the  precedents  aUoded  to  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord, 
hut  that  the  only  precedent  strictly  in  point,  was  that  of 
1788.    At  that  period,  under  circumstances  similar  f  othose 
which  led  to  the  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  on  thfe  id  Ult. 
fliat  great  man  Who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  gow^nmcnt 
Alt  it  to  foehisdtity  totakeevety  step  that  mi|[ht  lead  to 
the  folkst  possible  attendimce  of  the  members.     W<ien  they 
met  on  the  SOth  NoveMber,  1788^  the  adjournment  of  a 
fortnight  was  proposed  and  adopted,  in  order  to  procure-a 
slill  more  general  attendance.    The  government  »of 'that 
period  knew  the  importance,  aind  was*  sensible  of  the  re* 
sponsibiUty  of  their  proceedings.    1 1  was  incumbent  on  Ube 
two  estates  of  the  realm,  in  ths  absence  of  the  third,  frovn 
whatever  cause  that  absoice  might  proceed^  to^uMxrtain 
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it  by  examinations  taken  at  their  bar,  io  be  informed 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by  the  evidence 
of  the  physicians  attending  bis  Majesty  in  his  present 
lamented  malady,  before  they  could  constitutionally 
exercise  any  one  of  the  'functions  of  parliament.  At 
all  times  extreme  caution  tiras  necessary,  whenever  the 
kingly  office  roigbt  be  suspended,  that  the  estates'  of  the 
Kealm  assembled  ^  without  the  iinmediate  authority  of  the 
Crown,  should  strictly  define  their  powers,  and  understand 
the  necessity  which  can  alone  justify  them  in  adopting  any 
measures  consequent  upon  such  a  state  of  things.  He  could. 
not  imagine  a  preceaent  more  dangerous,  more  fatal  to 
every  principle  of  the  constitution,  than  that  of  any  minis- 
ters daring  to  dispense  with  the  royal  authority,  except 
when  urged  by*  the  most  pressing  and  manifest  necessity. 
Beyond  this,  not  a  day,  not  an  hour  should  be  lost  in 
^supplying  the  natural  defect  in  the  exercise  of  the  royal 
functions,  and  in  constituting  a  legitimate  parliament.  He 
lepeated  his  most  ardent  wishes  for  the  re-establishment  of 
his  Majesty's  health  ;  but  if  that  should  not  be  among  the 
blessings  destined  for  the  country,  it  was  the  solemn  duty  of 

Evernment,  without  delay,  to  take  such  measures  as  might 
id  to  the  renovation  of  toe  kingly  office.  The  character 
of  the  times,  and  the  state  of  national  affairs,  added  inex- 
pressibly to  the  awfulnessof  the  charge  with  which  minis* 
ters  were  invested*  These  were  topics,  however,  en  which> 
as  he  had  already  declared  his  intention  of  not  opposing  the 
motion  of  the  noUeand  learned  lord,  he  would  not  then 
expatiate.  He  was  desiibus  of  not  interrupting  the  unani- 
mity which  appeared  to  prevail  in  the  House  on  that  ques- 
tion, and  was  content  with  this  expression  of  bis  sentiments 
on  a  uoint  of  vital  importance  to  the  dignity  of  parliament 
and  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

Lord  Liverpool  rose,  and  said,  he  trusted  that  he  could 
defend  the  conduct  of  ministers  on  the  present  melancholy 
occasion,  in  reference  to  all  those  points  which  had  formed 
the  prominent  features  in  the-observUtions  of  the  noble  lord 
who  had  preceded  him.  When  attention  was  paid  to  the 
peculiarity  of  the  crisis,  when  it  was  recollected  at  what  a 
period,  and  under  what  circumstaaccs  t!ie  two  Houses  were 
convened,  it  would  be  seen  how  impossible  it  was  for  minis* 
ters  to  have  extended  the  circulation  of  the  notices,  for  the 

f purpose  of  procuring  a  larger  attendance  Of  the  roembeis. 
n  1788,  the  two  Houses  met  on  the  day  to  which  they ' 
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^erc  proro^ed  by  the  last  declaration  of  the  royal  pleasure 
and  authority.    They  then  immediately  adjourned  for  one 
/fortnight,  as  an  act  of  decorum  and  respect,  as  an  example 
of  that  propriety  which  he  hoped  woulo  always  characterize 
their  proceeding.    The  recovery  of  his  Majesty  from  that 
affliction  which  all  men  joined  in  deploring,  wm  not  at  that 
moment  an  object  of  such  confident  expectation  as  he  was 
happy  to  pronounce  it  now.     No  deviation  had  taken  place 
from  the  course  pointed  out  on  that  former  occasion  that 
exhibited  any  departure  from  its  principle^  or  originated  in 
any  thing  but  the  distinguishing  circumstances  of  the  two 
cases.    On  (he  contrary,  he  was  prepared  to  approve  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  period,  and  to  consider  them  as  a  guide 
on  every  subsequent  recurrence  of  a  similar  calamitous  sus- 
pension of  the  royal  functions.    He  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  (Grt^nville)  on  the  obligation  by  which  the  two  estates 
of  the  real^i  assembled  without  the  presence  of  the  Sovereign, 
were  bound,  before  they  proceeded  to  the  transaction  of 
public  business,  or  todiscbai^  the  functions  of  parliament 
in  any  way>  to  ascertain  by  real  evidence  the  stote  of  the 
King's  health,  and  the  extent  of  his  incapacity  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  high  office.     For  this  purpose    his  Ma- 
jest^s  physicians'  should  be  examined  at  their  bar^  accord* 
ing  to  the  pm;edent  of  17B8 ;  but,  adhering  tO  that  prece^ 
dent,  it  was  incumbent  on  them  previously  to  establbh  the 
necessity  of  such  a  proceeding,  a  necessity  which  ^e  could  not 
bring  bis  mind  to  believe  was  of  a  less  imperative  nature  than 
the  necessity  described  by  the  noble  lord  (Grenville).    The 
circnlar  notices  which  the  noble  lord  contended  had  not' 
been  generally  sent  to  the  members,  were,'  however,  sent  as 
widely  as  the  novelty  of  the  difficulties  which  occasioned 
their  assembling  permitted.    It  was  not  known  to  ministers 
that  the  sign  manual  could  not  be  ^affixed  before  it  was  too 
lafe  to  extend  their  notices  beyond  a  limited  distance. 
Ncitlier  did  he  perceive  the  utility  or  any  object  of  impor* 
taticc  that  would  have  been  obtained  by  a  larger  attendance 
on  that  day  from  which  they  had  adjourned.     His  Majesty 
had  then  been  afflibted  but  for  a  short  time  with  the  malady 
in  its  full  severity,  and  it  would  have  been  impossible,  even 
had  the  meeting  of  the  House  been  as  numerous  as  it  was  on 
the  present  day,  to  have  adopted  any  step  but  that  of  ad« 
journing  for  a  definite  period.     This  was  a  step  prescribed, 
9!$  well  by  the  great  precedent  of  1788,  as  by  respect  for  his 
Majesty^  and  ^  due  r^id  to  the  constitutional  character  of 
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their  dvn  proceedings.  No  difie retioe  of  opinion  whatevnr 
bad  existed  on  this  point,  or  could  possiblj  have  existed^ 
bad  (be  attendance  been  more  general  than  it  ifas*.  Theque»- 
tion  for  the  Hoose  now  to  consider  was^  wbeth^ron  a  conir 
pi^rison  of  tlie  circutnstanoes  attending 'the  motion  that  bad 
been  made  bj  his  noble  and  learned  friend  (lord  £ldon)  with 
those  circumstances  that  distinguished  the  period  of  1788, 
vken,  after  a  fortnight's  adjournment,  the  two  Houses  as* 
sembted  on  the  4th  of  December,  that  motion  was  not  dearljr 
and  full  J  supported  by  the  obvious  difference  which  the  two 
cases«xhibited.  The.principal  ground  of  the  adiournment  in 
the  former  case  had  been  the  hopes  entertained  of  his  Mar 
jcsty's  speedy  rroovery,  a  grotind  similar  to  that  on  which 
th^y  had  recently  adjourned,  and  one  that  was  now  in  a 
peculiar  manner  applicable  to' their  proceedings,  ^hen  the 
gcaleful  intelligenoe  of  his  Majesty's  rapid  C3ovalescenoe9 
and  the  sy-mptoms  of  his  returning  health,  were  taken  iotQ 
con^deration. 

Lord  Grey.-^^^  My  lotds,  notwithstanding  my  original 
intention  of  taking  no  part  in  thia  debate,  and  of  expressing 
no  opinion'  on  the  policy  and  grounds  of  the  qiotion  wbica 
it  has  been  thought  fit  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  and 
on  which  so  much  unanimity  appears  to  prevail,  1  am 
induced  to  rise  and  signifv  my  entire  ooncurreiiGe  in  Vie  sen- 
timents so  ably  deliv<»ed  by  my  noble  friend  (lord  Grenville)^ 
sentiments  sJL  all  times  of  importance  in  a  constit«iionaL 
point  of  view,  but  which  derive  new  wepght  and  interest  un^der 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country . — The,  twa estates, 
of  the  realm  can,  have  no  l^itimate  existence,  no  ability  to 
legislate,  no  authority  to.  act,  when  nniiccom|Ninied  .fU  their 
assembling  by  the  crown  or  its  apjpoioted  lepses^tatives. 
Such  is  the  dootriiie  of  the  constitution,  by  which  the  royal, 
fiyictions  are  inseparably  connected  with  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  the  two  houses  of  parliamenty  a  copi^oction. 
essential  to  the  constitution,  and  to  the  support  of  the  go- 
vernment of  ;these  realms.  The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last, 
has  given  us  some  information  on  the  pioceedingy  of  1788. 
My  lords,  those  proceedings  were  of  a  nature  formed  to, 
make  a  deep  and  lasting,  impression  on  the  minds  of  ali 
those  who  participated  rnqm  impnediatd^  in  the  lespansi-^. 
brlity  incurred  on  that  occasion,.  ai|d  .of. all  those  likewise , 
who  took  any  shftre  in  the  di^piission.to  which  they. gave 
risoi  I  was  then  in  parliam^t,  a  memb^  of  the  other  Honse^ , 
ao^  attimded  mith  nn  ai^u(H^..int«[fe|t  to  ihp  icoune.and^ 
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ytugrtt^  of  those  disctuAioiis.  To  many  oT  tne  noble  lortb 
Tvho  now  hear  me,  the  retentitv  memory  and  accumtii 
knbvrledge  of  the  noble  lord  are  eqiiall  j  superfluous.  Thtnr 
require  not  to  be  imbued  with  information,  of  which  theif 
minds  are  already  in  possession,  and  which  no  length  ot 
time  can  obliterate  or  cffitce.  Xhey  cannot  fbi'gety  anjl^ 
more  than  myself,  those  memorable  events,  and  are  con- 
scious of  too  minute  an  acquaintance  with  their  causes  and 
eflects  to  need  the  aid  of  the  noble  lord^s  Miperior  powers  of 
recollection.  Desirous  as  I  am  of  not  interrupting  unanimitjjr 
on  this  occasion,  I  shall  forbear  to  oppose  the  motion  befc^ 
the  House.  I  cannot,  however,  omit  to  make  a  few  remarJu 
oh  the  speech  which  we  have  just  heard,  and  which  appeait 
%>  me  to  contaiii  matter  of  the  most  serious  import,  and  to 
involve  principled  of  a  very  pernicious  tendency.  THk 
noble  lord  denies  that  any  material  deviation  had  takod 
place  firom  the  line  prescribed  by  the  precedent  of  1786^ 
and  adds  that  it  was  his  peculiat  wish  to  see  ateimiktod,  ak 
nearly  as  the  difierence  in  the  circumstances  of  the  twd 
cases  might  admit,  the  conduct  to  be  adopted  at  the  lattef 
to  tiiat  adopted  in  the  former  jperiod.  My  lords,  after  thfe 
lapse  df  so  many  ^rs,  after  the  extinction  of  tht)se  ani- 
mosities and  dissentions  which  prevailed  at  thfetime  aUudeA 
to,  nof^  that  the  differences  wnich  then  subsisted  are  no 
more,'  t  am  ready  to  declare  that  all  the  preliminary  ^tepa 
taken  in  cohsequi^nc^  of  ftn  etent  of  the  same  mdaneholy 
naioj^e,  as  thkt  ^hich  Ve  now  lament  with  feelings-  that  im 
naivecsal,  v^ere  ^ii^  and  prudeiit,  conformable  (6  toe 
didatea  6f  si  sound  tmd  well-eacercjKd  discretion;  But  I 
wQl  Adt  ^o  Mng  wiih  the  noble  Itnrd  ifi  bestdwhsg  my  a^i* 
probatidh  upon  thfe  l^hole  of  that  prbceeding  or  the  policy 
and  -neUfi  by  TTfaich  it  was  directed.  The  noble  lord  has 
greatly  erred  in  stating  (and  at  if  for  the  purpose  of  ^tin^ 
more  precisely)  the  real  gnyuiiAs  oh  which  the  two  Houses 
did,  at  their  meeting  in  November  1788,  Bgree  to  a  fort- 
night's adjournment.  The  expedkincy  of  ptocuting  a  more 
general  attendance  was  the  alle^  reason  fot  pToposm|f 
ihht  measure,  an  expediency  whrcfa  was  acknowMd^d  on 
all  sides  and  by  all  descriptions  of  ifnen.  Th6  adjonrnitaQt 
tms  c^efl,  knd  a  cafl  of  tn^  House  took  plac^«  ckith  w^ 
the  htoAA  lines  of  dbfinction  between  the  tondnct  of  thfe 
government  of  that  day,  ^nd  the  ^ovehimeat  of  the  presenft 
ft V  irfaat  mte  the  ctrcumtioh  of  notices  was  guided  or  limitedl, 
]  nave  ndt  been  able  to  ievm ;  but  from  some  partioiba: 
Vot.L   —1810.  X> 
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imtances  thatiiaye  come  ,to  mj  knowledge,  I  cannot  girt 
miniBters  anjr  credit  for  thdr  aelection. 

My  lords,'  adyerting  again  to  the  observations  of  my 
noble  friend  (lord.Grenville)  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate^ 
I  certainly  think  that  bad  ministers  affixed  the  great  seal, 
under  the  circumstajices  of  the  suspension  of  the  executive 
power,  or  if  they  had  ventured  to  go  any  act  ivhich  by  the 
constitution  can  only  flow  from  the  exercise  of  the  royal 
functions,  tliey  would  have  merited  the  strongest  reprehen* 
sion  of  every  reflecting  man,  and  that  the  indignation  of 
the  country  at  large  would  have  been  most  justly  excited. 
Now  indeed  that  we  are  assembled,  and  m  considerable 
numbers,  I  cannot  but  entertain  very  serious  doubts'ofthe 
propriety  of  so  long  an  adjournment  as  that  which  has  Jbee%^ 
proposed.  Already  above  a  month  has  passed,  and  the 
duties  of  the  kingly  office  have  not  been  performed.  Is  not 
ithis,  my  lords,  in  times  like  the  present^  a  matter  deserving- 
of  grave  consideration  ?  Shoula  the  ardent  prayers,  which 
in  common  with  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  I 
devoutly  offer  to  Almighty  God  for  bis  Majesty's  restoratioQ 
to  health  be  beard,  have  we  that  prospect  of  a  full  and 
entire  recovery  which  we  entertained  in  1788  f  At  Uiis 
period  it  is  unquestionably  desirable  that  aU  the  energies  of 
the  royal  mind  should  be  awakened.  I  am  sure  no  man  caa 
feel  more  sensibly  than  myself  the  distressing  calamity  that 
bfis  befallen  his  Slaiesty,  or  can  send  up  more  eager  wishes 
for  its  removal.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  trust  that  the 
Uouse  wilt  not  shut  its  eyes  to  the  calculations  of  probability , 
and  to  the  ai^tual  condition  of  the  country.  Let  the  House 
reflect  well  on  the  state  in  which  the  empire  is  placed.  The 
time  is  come  when  all  personal  objects  must  be  sacrificed,  all 
party  contentions  cease.  The  functions  of  the  royid  power 
axe  sacred,  and  the  duties  of  parliament  equally  so.  It  must 
now  become  the  great  end  or  our  exertions  and  deliberations 
to  preserve  in  fuU  vigour  both  the  one  and  the  other,  and 
to  submit  every  minor  care  to  the  imporlnnt  purposes  of 
.preserving  the  integrity  of  the  constitution,  and  uf  establish- 
u^  the  interests  of  the  country.'' 

JLord  FUcount  Sidmouth^  adyerting  to' the  precedent  of 
1788,  observed,  that  on  th^  first  assembling  cff  parliament 
pn  the  SOib  of  Novanber,  there  was,  in  consequence  of 
previous  notices,  a  very  full  attendance ;  but  that  in  the 
present  instance  it  was  impossible,  from  the  shortness  pf  the 
time,  to  circulate  notices,  except  within  the  limits  of  a 
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short  distance  from  town.  If,  however,  within  that  distaooe 
the  notices  were  partially  circulated  with  the  view  to  select 
particular  individuals  to  attend,  such  conduct  would  be 
Jiighly  reprehensible.  There  could  be,  however,  necessarily 
but  a  few  persons  who  could  attend  on  the  first  of  this 
month ;  ana  he  considered  the  present  assembling  of  th« 
estates  of  the  realm,  as  similar  to  that  which  took  place  on 
the  SOth  of  November,  1788.  Upon  the  present  occasion 
they  had  the  most  gratifying  assurances  of  a  confident 
expectation  of  his  Majesty's  reicovery*  He  therefore  as* 
tented  to  the  motion  for  adjournment^  trusting  that  no 
further  proceeding  would  be  necessary.  Should  any  further 
proceeding  be  necessary  when  they  met  again,  which  God 
avert !  it  would  then  be  requisite  to  have  proof  of  the  &cff 
before  them,  and  he  thought  the  piecedent  of  1788,  that 
which  then  on^t  to  be  followed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  put  the  qnestioa  of  adjournment^ 
which  ^ras  agreed  to ;  ana  the  House  adjourned  till  this  day 
fortnight)  the  29th  instant. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THUBSBAT,  NOVBttBgR    l5. 

HIS   majesty's    INDISPOSITION. 

ne  speaker  took  the  chair  at  half  past  three.  Several 
memben  were  sworn  and  took  their  seats. 
*  TAe  Chancellor  of  the  Ejcchtquer  then  rose,  and  spoke  in 
substance  as  follows : — ^Tfae  House  being  again  assembled 
without  any  notification  of  his  Majesty's  royal  pleasure^ 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  motions  made  on  the  last  day  of 
their  meeting,  I  am  anxious  once  more  to  offer  to  their 
attention  such  observations  as  present  themselves  to  my 
ihind  upon  the  subject  which  then  brought  them  unex« 
pectedly  together,  and  which  led  them  to  determine,  as 
ioon  as  met,  upon  an  immediate  adjournment  to  this  day.-^ 
The  peculiar  and  afflicting  circumstances  which  influenced 
the  Hoose,  at  that  time,  to  adopt  unanimously  the  course 
of  proceeding  which  i  took  the  liberty  of  then  suggesting, 
wiU,  1  trust,  be  now  thought  to  have  warmnted  the  line  of 
conduct  which  was  then  pursued :  from  that  mode  it  is  not  now 
my  intention  to  depart ;  and  therefi>re,  after  having  simply 
•tated  to  the  Honse^  such  olMsrvations  as  appear  to  me  to 
contain  ia  them  sufficient  grounds  and  justification  for  a 
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■imilar  moticlii  this  daj,  leaying  it  with  tbe  House  to  decide 
upon  tbeir  adequaqy,  I  sball  mo^e  that  the  Housc«  at  iti 
ruing  ibis  day,  do  adjourn  till  tbe  29th  of-  this  month. 
Aud  here.  Sir,  I  confess,  that  upon  th^  kst  day  of  our 
meeting,  I  should  have  fdt  myself  much  disposed  to  have 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House>  the  propriety 
of  their  eyen  Ihen  adjourning  over  to  the  period  I  am  noiv 
About  to  propose,  had  the  members  been  then  assembled  in 
■uftdfDt  numbers,  or  had  I  thought  sufficient  time  and 
notice  bad  been  givea  upon  a  subject, of  such  paramount 
interest Bod  impwtance;  as,  however^  their  assembling  on 
that  day  was  so  sudden  and  unexpected,  as  so  shojrt  an 
interval  bad  elapsed  between  (heir  meeting  and  their  know- 
ledge of  the  afflicting  circumstances  that  made  that  meeting 
necessaty — as  their  numbws  were  ;iot,  nor  could  be^  aa^ 
great  as  was  desirable,  and  that  many  gentlemen  wece  abttint 
v^hose  advice  and  ^cpeilenoe  might  be  found  so  beneicial-^ 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  conceived  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  proceed  to  the  adoption  of  any  other  course 
than  that  of  adjourning  oyer  for  a  period  sufficient  to  carry, 
into  fiill  effect  the  measures  necessary  for  ensuring  upon  this 
da^  a  competent  attendawce.  In  the  propriety  of  this 
opmion,  the  House  unanimously  concurred  with  me ;  and 
if  there  could  then  be  any  leasoAabfe  doabt  of  the  propriety 
of  such  a  course  of  proceedings  then  I  think  there  is  as  little 
reason  to  Question  the  propriety  of  a  similar  proceeding  ^ 
now,  as  I  ao  not  imagine  that  tlie  House  would  either  then 
or  now,  under  the  circiimstanoea  which  then  eptisted,  or 
the  aspeci  which  those  circumstances  have  since  assumed, 
think  itself  justified  in  commencing  at  once  t6  do  business, 
or  (in  such  a  stage  of  those  circumstances)  proceeding  tp 
.  originate  any  grsat  public  measure.  I  shoula  think  rather 
that  the  House  wcniU  consider  more  immediately,  what 
ought  to  be  done  in  the  present  instance^  as  matter  of  r^u^ 
lotion.  In  the  former  case,  not  conceiving  tha,t  we  were 
iiimished  with  the  information  necessary  to  justify  any 
proposition  limitiiinf  the  period  at  which  we  were  to  aom^ 
mence  to  do  business,  I  contented  iQyself  w^h  mesely 
moving  an  adjournment.  I  presume  it  is  not  necessary  for, 
me  now  to  deUul  the  circumstances  which  then  induoed  the- 
Hoine  t^  adopt  the  proposition  of  adjoining  till  tbi^  day ;. 
it  .win  be  enough  to  say,  that  tbe  feriiftg  of  the  llouse  in, 
adjourning  over  fort  the  space  o£  a  fortnight,  ebviqusly, 
was  for  tM  purpose  of  faaviB|j[  the  adyantagie  of  wJ^4tev9BCt 
eiitomstanoes   might  occur  iq   th4^  ioterval-*th^  ssoiq 


Nny*l5.J        ..^11  XAJEtTT'i  IirviSTOSITIQX.  21% 

ratpop  held  no^~nothing  baring  otevrred  %nm  tbat 
ad[jounimeQty  which  wa»  of  a  nature  to  «all  for  any  imme- 
diate parliameotary  interfeience)  but  ratlier  the  increaae 
of  the  probability  that  no  such  interference  would  be  neces-, 
sary.— -There  is  another  consideration  which  t  hare  no 
doubt  will  have  its  due  weight  with  the  House.;  before 
tite  present  heayy  calamity  liad  Tisitcd  the  nation,  his 
Majesty  had  funiuhed  us  with  official  proois  of  hb  ioteiVi 
tioa  further  to  prorogue  the  parliament  till  the  39th  of  this 
niontb,  as  appeared  from  the  royal  proclamation*  I  am 
suie,  that  in  this  and  in  every  part  of  this  afflicting  ques^ 
tion,  the  House  will  fed  anxious  to  adopt  that  course  of 
fxroceediag  which,  under  such  circumstances^  they  would 
think  best  calculated  to  meet  hb  Majesty's  ultimate  appro^ 
bation.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  pressing  exigency  requiring 
(be  meeting  of  the  parliament  before  the  day  stated  in 
the  proclamation.  .  I  know  of  no  public  reason,  to  meet 
earlier,  unconnected  with  that  great  public  misfortune,  the 
illness  of  his  Maj^ty.  If  the  House' were  now  disposed 
to  let  the  same  interval  elapse  again  before  they '  proceeded 
to  imj  measures  of  permanent  r^ulation^  in  my  view  of  the 
question,  they  would  be  sufficiently  justified  upon  the  same 

Sounds  on  which  they  had  recently  proceeded ;  but  if 
ere  caaezbt  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  snch  prooeedp> 
ing,  then  I  should  think  none  will  remain  as  to  whai  we 
should  do  now,  whea  I  have  communicated  to  the  Uoi|so 
the  intelligence  I  have  in  the  course  of  this  day  been  jft^ 
jessed  o^  and  which  I  shall  feel  so  much  satisfaction  in 
stating.  Having  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  the  best  inform 
mation  on  this  afflicting  subject,  I  have  to  stated,  thai  I 
this  day  repaired  to  Windsor,  for  the  purpose  of  dscex^ 
taining  the  present  state  of  hb  Majesty's  health-*!  tUei^ 
saw  the  phystcians,  and  I  have  tlie  pleasure  of  acquainting 
the  House,  that  all  the  physicians  were  nnanlmously  of 
opiiuoa^  that  bis  Majesty's  health  was  in  a  state  of  progias* 
sive  amendment — l^Jlear!  hear!  hear.!]  and  also,  .that 
that  progressive  amendment  had  already  actually  begun 
to  take  ^aoe.  [^Hear  !  hear !]  That  tub  statement  can* 
not  be  other  than  most  grateful  to  every  gentleman  who 
bears  me,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  permit  myself  to  doubt, 
[Sear  !  JuearJ  hear !]  It  is^  th^,  under  circumstances  so 
consoling,  so  cheering,  that  1  now  suggest  to  the  House 
^e  propnety  of  waiting  the  more  decisive  issue  of  this 
^vooinble  turn  which  the  short  lapse  of  the  same  interval 
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may  afford  us.  We  bave'good  grounds  for  indulging  in 
the  best  hopes  that  that  interval  will  be  productiye  of  that 
fortunate  issue,  for  which  the  wishes  and  the  prayers  of  the 
country  have  been  so  earnest ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  see 
ho  ground  for  apprehending  the  occurrence  of  any  pressing 
exigency  requiring  the  meeting  of  parliament  before  the 
expiration  of  that  interval;  unless,  therefore,  circumstances 
of  extraordinary  and  paramount  urgency  had  occurred^ 
dnrinc  the  period  of  tne  late  adjournment,  requiring  the 
immediate,  aid  and  operations  of  parliament,  I  do  not  see 
how  the  House  can  be  expected  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the 
dispatch  of  the  public  business :  but  *when  the  existing 
circumstances  are  of  a  nature  so  different — when  they  are 
calculated  to.  encourage  expectations  the  most  consoling,  I 
feel  confident  that  the  House  will,  in  a  crisis  of  such 
delicacy,  forbear  to  institute,  as  yet,  any  great  public 
measure  whatever.  With  these  impressions,  and  under 
such  a  view  of  the  subject,  I  shall  now  move,  ^^  that  the 
House  do,  at  its  rising  this  day,  adjourn  to  this  day  fort* 
night.** 

Mr,  Whithrcad  said,  that  in  the  few  observations  he  was  • 
about  to  make  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleiAan  opposite  to  him,  he  would  have  it  under* 
stood  that  there  was  qo  man  who  participated  more  than  bt 
did  in  those  sentiments  of  satisfaction  which  the  prospect  of 
his  Majesty's  speedy  recovery  must  so  generally  inspire — 
while,  however,  he  was,  with  all  others,  most  anxious  for 
the  complete  restoration  of  his  Majesty's  health,  and  while 
he  ielt  as  much  as  any  man  on  account  of  the  serious  attack 
under  which  he  laboured — he  was  not,  however,  to  forget 
that  there  were  at  the  same  time  other  duties  and  considera- 
tions which  were  not  to  be  wholly  overlooked.  The  right 
honourable  ^ntleman  had  acknowlcdi^ed  that  he  bad  felt 
himself  mucn  disposed,  upon  the  last  uav  of  their  meeting, 
to  have  proposed  an  adjournment  to  the  mil  extent  of  what 
he  now  asked — it  was,  perhaps,  as,  well  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  bad  not  acted  up  to  that  inclination ; 
for  had  he  done  so,  had  he  ventured  to  nave  submitted  such  a 
proposition  to  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  felt  per- 
suaded that  the  House  would  have  rejected  it.  As  to  the  < 
attendance  upon  that  occasion^  he  not  then  being  present^  - 
could  hot  speak ;  but  as  to  the  question  of  sufficient  notice^ 
whether  there  was  time  or  not  to  order  letters  to  be  written 
te  every  member,  he  Qould  only  say,  that  if  there  was  time 
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to  SU01IIIOI18,  the  summons  ought  to  have  been  general ;  and 
if  there  had  been  an  opportunitv  to  gire  due  notice  to  one» 
vihj  not  to  ail  ? — [Hear  /]  Thb,  it  ivai  clear,  there  had 
been  sufficient  time  for  doing ;  and  he  thought  that  ministers^ 
in  omitting  to  do  so,  had  not  done  their  duty  to  the  public* 
f/Twr/J  With  respect,  however,  to  the  proceedings  on 
that  day,  he  acknowledged,'  that  under  the  same  circum* 
stances  be  would,  had  he  been  present,  have  voted  for  the 
adjournment  for  a  fortnight,  in  order  to  afford  that  time 
for  ensuring  an  adequate  attendance.,  That  object  had 
been  fully  accomplished,  and  they  were  now  met,  for  the 
first  time  during  the  sessions.  This  was  virtually  the  first 
day  of  the  sessions,  for  their  former  meeting  was  avowedly 
for  the  purpose  of  adjourning  over.  And  upon  this,  th« 
opening  of  the  sessions,  they  met  under  the  sdarming  cir- 
cumstances of  his  Blajesty  being  no  longer  in  a  state  to 
transact  business.  And  yet  they  were  now  asked  not  to 
proceed  to  provide  against  so  serious  a  deficiency  in  the 
conduct  of  the  government,  but  to  adjourn  over  for  another 
fortnight.  Where  there  was  an  sictual  physical  necessity, 
no  doubt  it  must  be  yielded  to ;  but  what  was  the  urgency  of 
the  necessity  then  requiring  them  to  suspend  the  executive 
government  for  another  fortnight  ?  The  constitution  was 
suspended— it  existed  not  separable  from  the  executive 
power  of  the  King— and  yet  tney  were  now  called  upon  to 
continue  the  suspension  of  the  constitution  for  another 
fortnight — ^and  upon  what  ground — upon  what  authentic 
testimony — upon  what  recoraed  evidence— was  it  that  thej 
were  now  asked  to  do  this  ?  Upon  no  such  ground — ^ia 
shorL  upon  nothing  but  the  bare,  unrecorded  statement  of 
the  Cfhancellor  of  the  Exchequer !  (Pear !  hear  !)  Was 
it  upon  such  matter  as  that,  they  were  required  to  ground 
aparliamentary  proceeding,  in  a  orisis  of  such  importance  ? 
Why  had  not  the  privy  council  been  assembled,  and  the 
physicians  examinbd  before  them  ?  or,'  if'  that  had  been 
done,  why  was  aot  the  evidence  of  those  physicians  laid 
before  the  Housie,  io  enable  it  to  form  its  own  judgment, 
instead  of  being  obliged  to  hazard  conjectures  upon  the 
mere  assertions  of  a  member  of  parliament  ?  (Hear !  hear !) 
]n  their  ordii^ary  course,  that  House  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  grounding  their  proceedings  upon  mere  vague  assertions, 
coming  from  any  mdividual.  He  would  ask  if  it  would 
not  seem  strange,  in  a  business  of  the  utmost  moment,  to 
depart  firom  that  rule  which  governed  them  uniformly  oa 


other  less  important  occasions,  ^d  to  be  content  ^Uh  lest 
Batisfiictory  jorronnds  of  proc(H9dinti:;  in  a  case  ^here  the 
most  authentic  and  conclusive  ought  altme  to  be  adinUted  i 
They  were  now,  after  one  adjoummrnt,  going  to  adjourn 
Bgain,  witimut  any  necessity  for  either  nippearin^  recordol 
on  their  journals.  This  was  not  Consulting  the  Intportanc^ 
of  Ihc  crisis,  nor  the  dignity  of  thMr  own  tiroceedihgs. 
He  felt,  as  much  as  any  man,  the  delicacy  of  tne  question ; 
the  people,  no  doubt,  were  unanimous  in  one  commoo 
sentiment ' of  personal  respect  towards  the  King;  but  they 
also  felt,  as  indeed  indispensably  connected  with  that  senti- 
ment (if  not  in  a  great  degree  giving  birth  to  it)  H  due 
tcspect  for  the  kingly  office  itsm.  "Were  it  possible  for 
his  Majesty  to  have  bad  in  contemplation,  that  a  cdlahitt^ 
so  heavy  wduld  have  tnWen  on  him,  who  can  entertain  a 
doubt  that  he  would  not  have  enjoined  his  ministers  to  tabe^ 
"withmit  delay,  the  most  summary  method  of  supplying  the 
defect,  occasioned  by  his  melancholy  illness  I — ana  Was  it 
acting  up  to  what  might  so  fairly  be  supposed  to  be  the 
wishes  of  his  Majesty,  by  again  deferring  the  prosecution 
«fthe  public  business  ? — They  Were  now  proceteaing  to  adr 
jonm  for  a  fortnight — to  do  without  the  kingly  office  fof 
that  period— ^and  all  this,  with  their  eyes  open  to  ih6  prt^ 
sent  alarAiin^  state  of  things,  and  their  too  probable  conse* 
quences.  3^s  was  so.  Wrong  in  itself,  that  precedent  could 
not  totify  it!.  But  tfi<ire  was,  in  fact,  no  precedent :  for 
the  times  whefi  the  executive  government  was  allowed  to  be 
More  temporarily  suspended  were  so  essentially  different  iii 
every  respect  from  the  present,  that  the  proceedings  of  that 
day  could  not  be  produced  now  hs  a  pr^edeat  applieeibte 
td  the  present  period  :^  then  we  were  at  peace — now  we  were 
^t  war :  then  was  a  time  of  confidence! — ^the  present  times 
were  piregnnnt  with  perils,  alarm,  and  d«pondencjr :  flte/ 
knew  not  what  a  week,  a  day,  might  produce.  Tneiie  was 
another  considemtion  also*  which  ne  would  willingly  pass 
over,  anxious  as  he  was  upon  such  a  topic  to  avoid  every 
aflttSToa  tliat  could  be  thought  invidious.  He  covdd  not, 
however,  heln  reminding  them,  that  at  that  day  Mr.  Pitt 
was  the  minister ;  and  they  all  knew  who  were  now  the 
ministers.  They  who,  Kke  him  (Mr.  Whitbread),  had 
generally  opposed  their  conduct  as  ministers,  even  wheo 
actfaig  under  the  controul  of  the  kindly  office,  could  not  be 
tboo^  willing  to  allow  such  mmisteit  to  continue  ii^ 
power  after  that  salutary  controul  had  been  temoved.    lie 
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Hiked  the  Hotisei  if,  in  such  circumetanoes,  ibey  would 
come  to  pan  an  order  for  funther  susp^ndiiiir  tlie  exeoiitiTe 
gefernmctit  ?^Wa«  (bat  the  duty  of  the  House  of  Comr 
mons? — lie  certaiulj  thought  it  was  not — ^tfaat  such  a 
proceeding  would  be  a  violatioo  of  their  duty*  He  thought 
that  under  such  circumstances  it  did  not  become  them  to 
adjourn  for  more  than  from  day  to  clay. — ^The  two  Houses 
of  parltaraeot  (he  prayed  God  that  he  might  soon  say^ 
the  parlinnieDt  itselr  assembled)  ought  to  take  the  speediost 
and  most  eflectual  method  to  provide  a  remecly  against  tb^ 
reearrenoeof  that  calamity  which  was  now  to  be  so  general ly 
depkired.  It  ought  to  have  been  provided  before.  He 
could  not  conceal  from  himself  the  present  alafixMug  ^tato  ^. 
things — lie  could  not  conceal  from  himself  thai  th^  miih 
fortunes  of  1788,  great  as  they  unquestionably  were,  were 
yet  J  both  as  to  tiiemsclves  and  their  conscquencesy  ^i  miaor 
calamities  compared  Tvith  those  of  the  present  tiinf9i^-94iut 
still  there  was  another^ point  in  which  tb^  precedent  then 
furnished  had  been  in  the  present  instaQce  departed  iromr^ 
theu  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Thmlowi  (if  he  was  in  error  he 
was  open  to  correction)  had  announi^  lo  the  other  Hou^ 
of  parliament  that  he  had,  ou  tlia)t  day,  seen  his  M»jesty-n^ 
bnt  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  oaly  seen  his 
Majesty's  pbysiciansi  He  had  stated  whati  no  doubt* 
gave  tbm  all  cordial  pleasuiey  of  the  opinions  of  those 
pbyaician»  as  to  the  King'«  appearing  to  ba  in  a  itate  of 
pramsaive  amendu&ent;  but  there  tlie  rieht  honourable 
flcntteman  stopped.  He  did  not  stat^'  noc  hold  forth  M/ 
hope  of  the  period  at  which  we  might  reasonably  ^xfet^t 
his  Majesty *a  complete  restomtioa  to  the  diaoh^rga  qi  the 
royal  functions;  woidd  it  not  have  been.bMt  4<9nsuUiog 
ikt  deotncy  of  the  House  of  Commons  to*  han^a  Jaid  befofo 
thett  n  report  of  the  examination  of  tb^  pliysicians  liyafore 
the  council  ?  ought  not  such  an  examiaatiQn  to  h^ve  tahm 
|>bvce  ?  might  not  means  be  resorted  to  for  {^uUiug  the 
Mou«e  in  possession  of  that  infof nation,  so  m  ih^j  may 
record  the  necessity  that  influeooed  their  measures?  lie 
tbon^i  th^y  might,  and  that  .too  without  any  infraction  ^f 
delicacy,  fa  that  pase  they  would  have  sufficient  grounds 
to  go  vLpm^  but  in  the  present  these  were  not  suffioient. 
Ho  parliamentniy  proceeding  in  a  case  of  such  importa^e 
ooght  lo  be  grounded  upon  the  mere  assertion  of  one  of 
thar  own  members ;  Uiey  were  to  consider  not  only  the 
JKinc,  but  the  paople,  and  b^tb  in  lelerence  to  th^  otboi ; 
Vol.  J    ^1810.  E 
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the  people  had  a  Sovereign  "whom  they  loved,  and  the 
King  had  a  people  whom  he  loved ;  that  House  should  look 
to  the  interests  of  each,  in  order  best  to  discharge  their 
duty  to  both.  He  need  scarcely  repeat  the  regret  he  felt 
for  the  severe  ufllict  ions  of  the  King  ;  his  sense  of  them  was 
such  that  he  could  not  conscientiously  agree *to  the  House 
adjourning  over  for  mote  than  froio  dny  to  day.  In  case 
of  any  event,  which  God  forbid,  the  House  ought  not  to 
extend  their  adjournment  to  a  longer  interval  at  such  a 
crisis.  He  did  not  wish  to  distract  or  to  divide — ^to  create 
either  jealousy  or  angcr^but  at  a  period  when  the  country 
was  deprived  of  the  executive  part  of  the  government, .  he 
mtist  enter  his  solemn  protest  against  any  measure  that 
would  for  another  fortnight  continue  to  deprive  them  of  the 
aid  and  councik  of  the  remaining  (wo  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature, though  he  would  not  divide  the  House  upon  the 
question. 

Sir' Francis  Burddt  said,  that  agreeing  ns  he  did  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  observations  which  had  fallen  iromthe 
bunourable  gentleman  wl)(>  btid  just  sat  down,  be  was  de- 
termined not  to  let  the  <|uestton^o  to  a  decision  without 
dividing  the  House  upon  it.  The  motion  now  submitted 
to  them  be  conceived  to  b^  one  of  the  most  imitional 
and  unconstitutional  propositions  ever  made  in  that  House. 
He  wotild  never  consent  to  compromise  the  constitutiou. 
Had  he  been  present  on  the  last  day  of  meeting,  he  would 
have  opposed  every  motion'  for  adyourriment.  Tfa^  con* 
stitution  was  suspended,  and  he  would  not  have  agreed  to 
a  moment's  delay,  till  that  constitution  was  restored ;  but 
now,  afler  that  driay — after  deferring  so  long  their  dut^ 
to  the  people— .tvere.  they  now  stiU  uirther,  to  postpone  it 
for  another  fortnight.^  But  the  time  was  not  of  such  ira* 
portance  as  the  principle.  What  pirinciple  was  this  modfe 
of  proceeding  calculated  to  establish  ?  Could  the  public 
business  go  on  without  the  execulive  government?  If  it 
could  not,  why,  at  such  a  period,  is  it  (o  t>e  deferred?'  and 
if  it  could,  were  ministers  anxious  \o  convince  the  people 
that  the  executive  branch  of  the  constitution  was  a  mere 
<  nothing  ?  Was  there  any  proccedingjnbre  likely  to  bring 
that  part  of  tlio  constitution  into  contempt  ?  Was  it  not 
holding  it  forth  to  the  country  as  a  mere  farce  f  Were  the 
people  io  be  told,  that  in  the  votes  of  both  Houses  only 
consisted  the  Constitution— that  the  Crown  might  be  placed 
on  a  cushion,  or  elsewhere,  ^hile  the  two  Houses  had  ia 
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themselTes  all  the  Tirtual  goTamment  and  constitution  of 
tbe  countiyi  If  the  present  pfodicament  was  an  awkaid- 
•oe,  it  was  so  because  the  House  had  not,  in  (he  first  instance, 
done  its  duty,  and  not  because  the  line  of  their  duty  was 
doubtful  or  difficult  to  discover.  As  to  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding which  they  ought  now  to  adopt,  there  could  be  no* 
doubt  or  difficulty  about  it.-  He  felt  for  the  personal  suf- 
ferings  of  the  King,  as  every  man  must  feel ;  but  they  need 
not«  nor  they  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  discbarge  of  their 
doty  both  to  the  King  and  the  people.  He  felt  for  the 
Kingt  but  he  felt  more  for  the  perils  of  the  country.  Was 
it  treating  the  House  of  Commons  with  common  decency, 
to  ci^U  on  them  to  postpone  their  duty  to  the  people  at  a 
*  period  of  such  emergency,  upon  the  mere  ipse  dixits  of  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  As  to  the  distinction  of 
seeing  the  King's  physicians,  and  not  the  King  himself,  it 

I  did  not  weigh  with  him,  because  in  either  case  it  would 

liave  been  but  the  mere  assertion  of  an  individual,  and 
therefore  no  ground  for  parliamentary  proceedings.  Let 
the  individual  assertion  have  been  what  it  might,  he  would 
have  voted  the  same  way.  He  would  never  agree  to  com* 
promise  the  duties  of  that  House  to  the  constitution^  nor 
willingly  submit  to  any  power  extended  beyond  it*  The 
act  passed  bv  a  very  prevalent  and  powerful  motion  against 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  never  should 
have  had  his  sanction ;  an  act  that  put  him  into  leading* 
ttrings,  that  threw  him  liack  into  the  stage  of  infancy,  am 
made  him  a  sort  of  constructive  lunatic,  enacting  him  in- 
capable of  acting  or  of  judging  without  the  oo*opemtioa 
and  oontroul  of  certain  of  the  I^slators  ;  as  it  were  stul* 
tifyiog  him  this  moment,  when  the  rtext,  by  the  laws  of  the 

,  ^  land,  might  have  raised  him  to  the  crown  of  these  king^ 

dmns,  and  have  lifted  him  out  of  a  cradle  to  have  placed  him 
on  a  throne*  The  same  course  was  about  to  be. adopted,  as 
fiur  as  iq  them  lay.  He  would  resist  it ;  and  if  he  stood 
alone,  he  was  determined  to  divide  the  House.  If  the 
ffliBisters  were  resolved,  at  the  risk  of  the  country's  safety, 
at  aU  hazards,  to  prolong  to  the  utmost  limit  the  tenure  by 
whieh  they  bdd  their  places  and  their  power,  they  and 
4>thes8  might  do  so  ;  but  he  would  not  go  back  to  the 
peo^  to  tell  them  that  after  the  constitution  had  been  sus- 
peaped  for  a  fortnight,  he  had  voted  that  it  should  be  sus- 
pcaded^  for  a  fortnight  longer.  A  state  of  anarchy  had 
jexistai  sufficiently  long.  Ue  would  do  what  hp'oould  to 
lEstoiie  to  the  people  the  government  of  the  constitution. 
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Mr*  Tlrm^  saidf  in  the  particular  circutnstatioM  in 
n^Iiich  tbey  then  stood,  he  thought  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ou^ht  to  ha?e  laid  a  better  foundation  for  the 
proceeding  ifhich  he  bad  submitted  to  the  House*  He 
could  not  understand  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
himself  conld  gain  from  the  course  which  he  was  punuinf^. 
He  had  exposed  the  House  to  divisions  on  a  subject,  with 
jiespect  to  which  it  was  partiealarij  dmrable  that  there 
should  be  no  differences.  He  did  not  doubt,  however,  bat 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  acted  in  conformity  to 
what  the  mature  reflection  of  his  own  mind  had  pointed 
eut  as  his  duty.  But  he  (Mr.  Tiemey)  <^u1d  not  take 
the  bare  word  of  any  man,  as  a  proper  ground  for  a  par» 
liamentary  proceeding.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
Ihimself  had  subrnittM  to  be  examined — if  he  had  stated 
the  questions  which  be  had  put  to  the  physicians,  and 
the  ansvfers  which  had  hcen  retumed  to  his  inquiries,  this^ 
though  hardly  sufBcient,  would  have  been  something ;  the 
House  would  have  some  authentic  ground  for  whatever  steps 
it  might  be  disposed  to  adopt.  But  now,  when  providenoa 
had  deprived  them  of  a  king^they  were,  by  thett  ownttef^ 
to  deprive  themselves  of  a  parliament.  This,  he  contended^ 
^as  monstrous;  and  he  could  not  agree  to  place  the 
country  in  such  a  situation.  He  could  not  undcsatand 
what  advantage  could  be  derived  from  this  coutie,  whieh 
lias  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  precedent  to  whioh  IM 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  refored.  Where^  as  hit 
«  honourable  friend  (Mr%  Whitbread)  had  j^tly  stated, 
eould  have  been  the  difficulty  of  having  hwl  the  physi* 
eians  examined :  with  the  nature  of  the  King's  malady  staring 
liim  in  the  ibce,  bow  eould  he  agree  to  adjourn 'for  k 
ftrtnight,  without  any  regular  and  authentic  assurance,  thai 
tfiere  were  «trong  grounds  of  hope,  that,  at  the  cleoeil^ 
that  period,  his  Majesty  would  be  hi  a  situation  to  perfbnMi 
the  duties  of  his  office?  There  were  a  variety  of  otheir 
topics  pressing  upon  his  mind,  as  they  mu«t  be  upon  the 
•mmds^f  aU;  but  upon  tiiese,  under  the  present  cireani^ 
stances,  he  thought  it  better  to  abstain  fioom  toudihig.  Bifl 
this  he  wi^ed  to  state  as  his  opinion,  that  the  riehthonoQf^ 
able  gentleman  bad  laid  no  sufficient  grounds  M^  tbs  prsN 
position  which  be  had  submittM  to  the  House. 

Lerd  A.  NamiHpn  could  not  allow  this  occasion  to  pass, 
without  stating  his  opinion^  but  in  doing  that^  ho  w^wM 
fxercise  every  possible  delicaey.     The  questidn  now  tlftii 
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wkether,  in  thefiteence  of  the  eOLtoatire  govemw^tntf  ihey 
were  totttipend  tfaeffennauiiiif;  facitiobes  crf'tne  Icipislatara  for  a 
fortnight.  He  toold  ntii  hciitate  to  give  it  as  his  decided 
opiaioo,  that  the  Ibaie  shelild  onlr  adjourn  from  daj  to 
day.  At  a  saonwnt  when  thejr  iiad  llie  mififortane  to  be  do- 
prived  <if  the  execatWe  poiver,  why  sfaoaki  they  themselves 
piaee  the  country  in  a  situation  of  greater  dangei^  than  tlie 
ciraunstances  rendered  neocasary?  Unlen  he  had  mia* 
widetstood  the  right  tiosonTabk  gentleman,  be  bad  wgedi 
as  a  reason  for  adjoomiBg  now,  that  suoh  had  beea  the 
original  intention  of  his  HajeBty,  as  appeared  from  the 
piocbinmtion.  That  proclamation,  however,  was  nothtngv 
witbont  a  commisBion  to  prorogue;  but,  at  any  rate,  he 
eovld  not  believe  thi^  such  could  have  been  ibe  intention  «f 
his  Majesty,  if  the  calamity  bad  been  foieseea.  He  wtM 
fully  aimio  of  the  delicacy  of  the  subject ;  but,  under  idl 
the  QJitonraBtanow,  be  was  compelled  to  vote  i^aiast  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  fidkr  staled,  that  tinder  the  melancholy  circum^ 
atanom  ill  which  they  were  placed,  hewas  strongly  disposed  to 
anent  to  the  kljeiir^««t.  If  any  gmt  diiad^ti^^Ul 
ivsqU  to  the  cottdtrf  from  such  a  course,  he  acknowUdged, 
that  in  that  case  it  would  be  improper  to  sacriioe  the 
intatests  of  tlK  !6ountry.  But  he  was  frr  from  being  oom^ 
^noed  that  any 'serious  inconvenience  would  resntttotfae 
oountiy  fi^omthiB  short  adjoummeBt  Tbe  enemy  oouM 
toot  deiri^ve  airy  advantage  from  this  delay.  It  Was  wcN 
Ifiaown  that  he  could  hardly  send  a  ihip  to  sea ;  and  he 
Imiped  the  French  were  now  retreating  before  Lord  We^ 
lington* 

Mr.  Po^ienfry  observed,  that  net  halving  bMi  in  .the 
Hoipe  when  the  Commons  met,  a  fortnight  ago,  he  had  not 
tiU  now  an  opportunity  of  giving  an  Opinion  on  this  most 
WiomentOQB  ^subject.  If  he  hnd  been  in  the  House,  however, 
^e  cjOnkl  then  hardly  have  objected  to  the  adjoiirnaieR(| 
-whidb  bad  been  proposed  and  agieed  to.  *  Tbote  who  were 
fNCSent  ooold  only  adjoam,  and  wait  for  a  fuller  attefndbnoe, 
4i9foreany  ether  step  was  taken.  If  hts  Majesty^  miaisleni 
then  propsKwd  io  adjourn,  without  laying  those  gromds 
for  the  proceeding,  whioh  ought  generaUy  to  be  stated  tn 
Older  to  warrant  an  act  of  the  House,  they  wemexcunMe, 
^nam  the  partiooiar  cirdMastaMces  of  the  case.  But  when 
9t  Has  |ifo|»06ed  imw  to  fidjour a  for  another  fertaigbt,  the 
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reasons  for  it  oiigbt  to  be  strong,  and  broaght  before  the 
House  in  a  much  more  authentic  and  solemn  maaner,  than 
that  to  which  the  right  honoaradble  genUeman  had  chosen 
io  resort.  The  right  honourable  genthsanaai  Itnew  well  that 
Ihey  were  now  sittings  not  as  a  pariiament,  but  as  a  con- 
Tention.  He  knew  well  that  there  could  be  no  parliaraent, 
properly  speaking,  without  the  thiid  estate.  He  roust  be 
aware  that  it  was  a  constitutional  principle,  that  the  two 
Bouses  of  Parliament  could  onlj  act  when  called  together 
*  hy  the  King :  and  that  do  exceptions  conld  be  admitted, 
unless  in  cases  of  paramount  necessity.  The  right  honoaiv 
able  gentleman  proposed  an  adjournment  for  a  fortoight; 
and  his  allegation  to  support, that  proposition  was,  that  the 
physicians  had  assured  him  that  nis  Majesty's  malady  was 
abating,  and  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  progressive  aiaendraeiit. 
He  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  howeyer,  felt  a  strong  indisposition  to 
take  the  bare  word  of  amy  member  of  fiarlmmeht,  or  of  any 
minister  of  the  Crown,  upon  this  subject,  as  a  foondation 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  House..  The  principle  of  the 
constitution  was  first  to  establish  the  necessity,  and  then  to 
take  the  necessary  steps.  The  declai«tion  of  a  minister  was 
not  exactly  what  would  justify  them  in  taking  the  fact  of 
the  necessity  fis  established.  In  saying  this,  he  did  not 
allude  to  any  one  minister  more  than  another.  The  obser*^ 
vation  applied  to  the  officie  of  Minister.  The  House  ought 
to  look  for  better  evidence.  Even  if  one  physician  were 
examined,  it  would  be  something ;  and  if  he  established 
the  necessity,  the  House  would  then  proceed  to  actao*- 
tordingly,  and  he  himself  would  have  bc^n  happy  to  second 
the  motion  for  adjournment.  But  the  conduct  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  Placed  him  in  a  most  painfiiland 
difficult  situation.  In  the  present  state  of  their  informaiion, 
he  felt  great  reluctance  in  complying  with  the  motion; 
and  yet,  as  the  certilBcates  of  the  physicians,  promulgated 
to  the  public,  gave  hopes  of  a  speedy  termination  of  his 
Majesty's  malady,  and  stated  tliat  a  change  for  the  better 
had  already  taken  place,  and  that  the  amendment  was  pro- 
gressive, he  found  a  difficulty  in  pojot  of  delicacy  in  witbi- 
holdtng  his  assent.  The  strict  principle  of  the  oonstitution 
woiUd  undoubtedly  require,  that  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  act  under  the  present  ciicarostaiices,  the  nepemiy 
should  be  formally  and  solemnly  prpyed.  But  if  they 
refused  to  adjourn,  after  the  hopes  held  out  by  the  oertt* 
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ficatesof  the  phyBicians/ the  country  might  perhaps  think 
that  thehr  conduct  was  wanting  in  that  respect  and  affectioni 
which  they  ought  alwajrs  to  entertain  towards  his  Majesty. 
He  yielded  to  no  man  in  respect  and  affection  for  his. 
Majesty ;  but  the  situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  was  to 
him*  most  painful.  The  right  honoumble  ^ntleman  pro- 
posed to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight,  because  it  bad  been  the 
original  intention  of  the  King  to  prorogue  till  the  29th  of 
this  month.  But  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty  when  in 
^perfect  health,  and  in  a  condition  to  discharge  the  duties 
of*  bis  high  office,  couid  not  decide  how  the  House  ought 
to  act  now,  when  he  was  incapable  of  determining  upotk 
^he  affiiirs  of  his  reahn.*.  If  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  moved  an  adjournment  only  for  a  week,  he  should 
liare  found  much  less  difficulty  in  acceding  to  the  pro- 
poskioD.  If  his  Majesty  continued  to  improve,  they  might 
then  adjourn  for  another  week.  But  suppose  his  malady 
look  a  decided  turn  for  the  worse,  he  beliered  that  then 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself  would  regret  that 
•he  had  proposed  to  adjourn  for  a  longer  period  than  a 
week.  He  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  was  therefore  anxions  that  the 
House  should  not  adjourn  for  more  than  a  week.  But  k 
the  right  honoumble  gentleman  was  determined  to  press  his 
nlotion^  strongly  as  he  felt  the  propriety  ot  mlhering 
strictly  to  the  constitutional  principle,  bethought  it  of  so 
much  importance  that  the  House  should  not  appear  to  be 
^wanting  in  respect  and  afl^tion  for  his  Majesty,  that  he 
would  not  vote-against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Cowling  admitted  that  this  was  a  question  on 
which  it  was  possible  to  entertain  different  views  without 
impeachment  of  motives  in  any  quarter.  The  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  seemed  to  think  that,  as  the  House  had 
met,  it  was. its  duty  to  proceed  to  some  act  of  business. 
This,  however,  was  a  matter  of  discretion.  It  had  the 
alternative  of  adjourning,*  and  this  they  were  npw  called 
upon  to  adopt.  If  they  were  to  proceed  to  do  any  other  act, 
then,  indeed,  he  should  be  of.  opinion,  that  a  much  more 
particular,  correct,  and  authentic  statement. ought  to  be 
hid  before  them.  But  to  proceed  now  to  examine  the 
physicians  before  the  adjournment,  was  directly  contrary 
,to  the  principle  for  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  contended.  The  precedent  of  178S  was  not  the  only 
one  in  the memory  of  them  all,  which  applied  tothe  pKsent 
■  circumstances.     They  all  kliew  that  at  one  period,  when 
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imrlianieiit  19m  nctuaUy  Mtting,  bis  Majesty  Iiad  betn  iiidisF« 
posed,  andTbuUetins  haid  Ixsen  ifisued  respecting  the  state  of 
nis  Iieallb,  and  yet  the  legklattiie  hod  piroceeded  with  the 
biisinc9sof  (be  nation,  notwithstanding  that  faidispositioB* 
If  the  House,  howev^f  were  now  to  institute  any  prooeeduiiBf^ 
he  (hoiu^bt  that  a  much  more  accur«ite  and  aotbetttiq  inf 
lorniation  ought  to  be  proituced.  Bnt  a  doiit)t  havaftf 
been  brought  home  to  their  tniods^  and  a  mart  aattifiustory 
doubt,  vbether  any  act  would  be  necessary  at  pftaent  to 
supply  a  deficiency  in  tlie  trorermnent,  it  became  a  qucitioii 
nhellier  at  this  moment  the  House  would  take  any  step 
whatever  fiiHher  than  to  adjourn.  They  'were  now  ivf 
quired  to  refrain,  npon  hopes  held  out  that  fliey  would  Be 
W^ievtd  Arum  the  task  of  adopting'  any  meaBures  at  present 
with  respect  to  the  exectitive  authority,  it  was  no  dere- 
liction ok^  duty  in  the  House  to  wait  for  i  short  time,  toaee 
whether  ite  interference  would  be  necessary.  Nothing  wia 
•Aed  but  a  short  interval  to  determine  that  potnt^*-Bothinr 
but  a  short  space  to  ascertain  what  turn  the  malady  wouM 
tiBik»*^Sipaiwm  rrptkmque  dohri.  Tl)is,  under  the  ciiw 
crnnstancoi,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  grant,  and  woukh 
therefore,'  support  the  motion  for  adjaurnnwn  t. 

Mr*  Tierifyy  in  explanation,  disclaimed  any  idea' of  an 
enunination  of  the  physicians  by  parliament.  All  that  be 
and  .his  fiirods  opntended  for  was*  that  they  should  have  a 
legolar  and  authentic  assurance  that  there  was  a  leasomMe 

¥rQsfect  of  the  speedy  termiiiatiou  of  the  King*s  iiialady>^ 
he  examination  might  have  taken  pkce  before  the  prtiry 
eouBCil,  and  nothing  more  need  have  been  given  to  the 
Bouse  than  the  genmJ  result.  He  imploiad  the  House  not 
to  think  that  they  had  contended  for  an  examination  of  the 
physicians  at  the  bar.  They  had  reqatsad  nothing  mote 
ihao  that  a  proper  ground  should  bare  been  biid  for  the 
step  which  tn^y  ^were  called  upon  to  take. 

Mr,  Cfiimit^  said,  thai  he  had  umIefsto<id  tlie  rifht  ' 
honourable  gentleman,  and  had  given  his  observations  thuir 
iiir  meanioig^  and  with  that  the  explanaiioa  ooacuvfcd* 
They  thought  the  House  ought  to  do  no  act  in  the  pmei|t 
ctrcumslanees,  merely  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdie* 
quer*t  information.  The  Chaaoellar  of  the  likcheaufr 
proposed  to  do  nothing  fliore  than  io  adjourn,  aad  this, 
uiider  all  the  circmBstances,he  thought  the  House  might  do, 
even  upon  sueb  iaformatibn  as  they  possessed.  But  if  the 
HoQ^  had  besB  called  upon,  to  adopt  any  other  prooeodingi 
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hh  (Mr.  C's.)  arj^iimtiit  w«,  that  much  more  aathentic  and 
itgikx  information  ought  to  have  been  pnidaced. 

Mr.  ChmUi  Wvtme  thought  it  a  compolsofy  doty  on 
the  Howe  to  wot  wnat  waa  its  real  situation)  whether  it  was 
to  be  considered  as  a  parlianisnt  or  a  convention.  The 
fight  honomrabk  gen  tletnan  (Canning)  had  adverted  to  the 
pmoedent  of  1804;  bnt  that  did  not  apply,  to  the  pnneqt 
circDautaoce8«  Parliament  had  then  been  regularly  con- 
vened by  the  King.  It  was  generally  known  at  that  tine 
that  his  Majesty  tobonred  under  0onK  indisposition,  and  it 
was  beUeved  that  the  malady  was  of  the  tame  nature  with 
that  iMider  which  the  King  snfifered  in  1788.  But  bis 
indisposition  did  not  then  appear  by  an  acknowledged 
inabi^y  to  perform  any  of  tae  necessary  acts  of  the  exe- 
cntive  power,  and  when  an  hon.  baronet,  referring  to  tho 
bidletins^  reonired  an  explanation  from  the  mmistors,^  it 
was  stated,  iaat  there  was  no  want  of  capacity  to  perforaa 
the  dnties  of  govemment^that  it  was  not  thought  aavusabk 
io  piesB  much  business  on  his  Majesty ;  but  that,  in  case  of 
necessity,  bo  was  perfectly  compet«At  to  act.  But  no^ 
thej  wens  met,  he  knew  not  in  what  pip^^ity ;  nothing  bik 
a  pasambttnt  necessity  could  justify  them  in  doing  any  one 
act  Tbeirfirst  objectongbt  to  be  to  establish  thatneca^ 
sity  if  St  caisted,  and  to  ascertain  why  they  were  mel  there 
in  that  waji*-Hkiid  then  the  qnestion  of  expediency  would, 
ariaev  whether  they  should  praoeed  to  basioess,  or  aid^ur fr% 
If  it  should  appear  vpon  investigation,  that  there  ^tt 
strong  hq^  of  a  speedy  recovery,  the  latter  ahenMilivte 
migbt  thetiile  adopted.  Ho  wonhffeel  gneat  pnln^  however, 
in  wotsfg  upon  tins  subject.  He  woaM  have^  been  nm^ 
better  imsed  with  the  mode  of  protestmg  whieb  had  hem 
resorted  ltd  <by  bis  hoooorable  mend  below  (Whitbread^, 
baihaooQld  not  refrain  from  dedaiing  his  opinion. 

JbFr^  SherUlan  said^  when  the  ori^nal  adjontiMaent  till 
this  day  had  been  moved^  it  was  understood  that  a  second 
a^nnnsent  might  be  necessary,  unless  a  mote  aw flivoutf- 
d>le  ianiio  his  Majcstv's  amlildy  than  wastben  contemplaled 
riioald  m  the  mean  tune  take  place.  The  motion  for  that 
adJBomsnent  he  had  seconded ;  and  befone  Ike  conid  so  fiir 
depart  from  the  pledge  then  given  by  him»  it  must  be  mad^ 
dear  to  his  mind  that  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  was 
not  nmesKled*  So  far,  hovfevev,  was  this  from  being  the 
cas^  that  the  whole  House  mast  be  satisfied,  from  the 
inorta  of  the  physicians^  aad  frwm  the  statement  of  the 

Vol.  I.— 1810.  F 


34  THB   FARLIAMENTART   REGISTER.  '    fcOlT 

ri|^ht  honourable  gCDtfeman  opposite,  whioh  came  do>wii  to 
the  latest  momeDt,  that  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  disoideir 
was  great! J  amended.  He  should  not  be  inclined  to  object 
to  the  proposition  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Ponsonbj), 
that  the  adjournment  should  only  tak6  place  for  a  week,  i£ 
agreeing  to  that*  modification  of  the  proposition  could 
produce  what  was  so  highly  desirable  on  the  pr^ntoccanon 
—-unanimity.  The  honourable  baronet  (Burdett),  howerer^ 
was  against  any  adjournment  whatever  ;  and  he  would  wish 
to  know  what  that  honourable  baronet  would  propose  that 
the  House  should  do  ?  The  honourable  baronet  said  that 
the  House  should  not  adjourn  for  a  single  day,  or  consent 
ig  remain  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  for  a  moment. 
Would  the  -lionourable  baronet  wish  them  now  to  proceed 
in  providing  for  the  suspension  of  the  executive  functions  ? 
Jf  so,  he  presumed  they  would  proceed  to  provide  fcn^  that 
emergency  in  the  ordinary  form.  [Hear!  hear Q  The 
mutter  then  cajne  to  this — Was  the  House  in  a  condition 
^now  to  proceed  in  the  ordinary  form?  An  honounbfe 
friend  of  his  had  said,  that  this  was  the-second  instance  of 
Mis  Majesty's  unhappy  malady  becoming  matter  of  inquiry 
in  thaillouse — [He  was  corrected  by  an  hoBourable  mem* 
ber,  and  {proceeded] — It  was  unpleasant  to  refer  to  this 
fis  a  matter  of  calculation,  but  be>  wbs  now  infisrmed  that 
this  was  the  fourth  recurrence  of  aisimilar  maladv.  Be  it 
iso,  but  still  the  remembrance  of  fEUirnnslances  of  affliction 
•naust  bring  Mong  with  it  the  consoling  recollection  of  four 
•inf^anoes  of  recovery.  His  konouraUe  friend  opposite  had 
.i^ied  to  tb^  year  1801,  and  not  to  tlie  year  18(H.  That 
.ca#t,'  however^  it  vras  said,  did  not  apply  to  the  present.. 
'  Tjijb  be.  coiild.  not  a^ea  to. .  If  parliament  was  legally 
.opei^ed,  a«d  it  was  ai'ter wards  found  that  his  Afatjesty  was 
incapacitated  from  thedischargeof  his  functions,  pMlounent 
[tills  e^ua^ly  bound  to  proceed  in  providing  a -remedy. as  if 
the  incapacity  bad  manifested  itself  previous  to  their  meet- 
iflg,  dad  had  been  the  occasion  ot  their  assembling  pre* 
maturely.  It  was  the  duty  ot*  parliament  to  proceed  on  the 
noitpidety  of  the  foct,  as  much  as  on  the  manifestation  of  the 
incapability  displayed  in  the  want  or  omission  ofan  essen* 
tial. public  act.  On  the  occasion  of  his.  Majesty«s  af- 
fliction in  1801,  one  of  bis  Majesty's  ministers  had  con- 
tinued in  office,  declaring  that  bis  Majesty  could  not  recetvc 
the  seals  of  office  from  him.  At  that  period  his  Majesty 
continued  in  this^  state  for  a  longer  period  than  on  the  pre- 
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.  sent  oocaskm.  A  genUemaD,  pot  now  in  the  House,  dkl 
^ye  notioe  of  a  motion  for  an  iiiqairj  into  the  subject ;  but, 
oo  the  da^  on  which  the  motion  was  to  hare  come  on,  he 
(Mr.  Shendan)  anticipated  it,  by  moving  the  question  of 
adjouranMnt,  which  was  carried.  '  In  a  few  days  it  was 
dear  and  manifest  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  such  a 
motion,  and  no  such  motion  was  ever  made.  He  knew 
that  one  of  his  Majesty *s  first  inquiries,  afier  his  recovery, 
was  whether  any  parliamentary  inquiry  had  been  made  into 
bb  situation,  ana  that  it  proved  the  most  gmtifying  thing 
to  his  feelings  that  no  such  inquiry  had  taken  place  (cries  oj 
Order  i  order  I)  He  was  wdny  \o  be  out  of  order.    But  this 

•be  presumed  he  might  be  allowed  tp  say,  without  any 
breach  of  order,  that  by  an  adjournment  for  the  time  pro- 
posed, there  was  reason  to  think  that  all  further  discussion 
on  this  calamitous  subject  would  be  rendered  unnecessary— 
acirqumstance  which  he  knew  must  be  highly  gratifying  to 
the  feelings,  of  the  House  and  of  the  couiitry.  If  any 
examination  of  the  physicians  in  attendance  on  his  Maj«^ty 
had  taken  place,  he  doubted  not  it  would  have  been  laid 
bie^re  the  House.  But  if  they  had  befen  examined  at  this 
period  of  the  disorder,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  they 
might  have  beeif  unwilling  to  pledge  themselves  to  any 
specific  opinion,  and  might  have  desired  longer  time  to 
CQiMider  and  to  judge  of  the  various  symptoms.     • 

Sir  Smnuel  ttomilkf  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tracting the  debate^  nor  with  a  view  by  any  thing  he  should 
say  to  provoke  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  disturb  the  system 
matic  silence  which  they  had  observed  on  this  occasion  ; 
his  only  object  in  rising  .was,  that  he  might  exfdain,  what  he 
was  very  anxious  to  explain,  the  reason  why  he  should  fed 
himself  compelled  to  vote  against  the  motion  for  an  adjourn* 
ment  for  a  fortnight.  The  question  then  before  the  Hoqse, 
wa^  not  whether  they  should  proceed  to  take  any  particular 
step,  but  whether  it  was  more  proper  and  desirable  for 
them  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight,  or  for  a  shorter  period  ? 
That  was  the  ouestion  upon'  which  he  understood  it. to  be 
the  intention  or  the  honourable  baronet  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House ;  and  consequently  he  took  it  for  granted,  that 
if  the  motion .  for  adjournment  for.  a  fortnight  sfiould  be 
n^atived,  he  meant  to  .follow  np  that  decision  by  a  motion 
of  adjourment  till  to-morrow.  No  hon.  member  that  he 
had  besurd  had  given  an  opinion  that  the  House  should  prcH 
ceed  to  take  any  step  for  supplying  the  deficiency  in  the 
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exercise  of  the  royal  fimciions.  Tbe  only  point  to  whieii 
the  argufneots  of  those  who  preceded  him  ia  the  d&Mifi- 
ston  applied)  was*  -whether  it  would  be  more  e^iidefo 
adjourn  oyer  for  a  fortnight^  or  from  day  to  dayl  And 
here  he  ibuit  observe^  that  the  right  hoa«  gentianan  {the 
Cbanoelior  of  the  Exchequer)  bad  not  itatod  any  satiafiu^torT 
■eaaon  why  that  House  should^  by  the  adqption.  of  his 
motion,  put  it  out  of  its  power  to  assemble  during  a  fivrt- 
might,  in  case  any  emergency  should  occnr  to  require  the 
interference  of  parliament/  The  only  question^  therefore^ 
iras,  whether  they,  the  represmtatiTes  of  the  peopte  and  the 
serrants  of  the  public,  should,  being  called  together  as  they 
had  been,  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  or  deprive  theoHelvesa 
of  tbe  opportunity  of  discharging  their  dnty  to  their  con- 
stituents ;  and  that  too  at  a  period,  when  they  might 
momentarily  expect  to  hear  of  great  national  4alamities 
abroad,  or  of  some  heavy  public  afflictions  at  home  ?  He* 
privod,  as  they  were  at  this  moment,  of  the  parental  ewe  of 
his  Majesty,  he  did  not  think  it  right  in  toem,  as  pidilic 
servants,  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  take  aay  step 
during  fourteen  days  to  meet  an^  emergency  which  might 
possiUy  arise,  it  would  certamly  not  be  the  wish  of  any 
honourable  member,  if  the  adjournment  from  day  to  day 
should  be  agreed  U>^  that  any  parliamentary  proceedings 
should  be  proposed,  unless  such  a  change  should  take  place 
in  the  state  of  bis  Majesty's  health  as  would  render  such  a 
measure  indispeusable.  Thecaseof  1788aflbrdednopra* 
cedent  for  the  courae  proposed  by  the  right  hoo«  gentle- 
man. At  that  period,  uoqufstioriably  the  parliament  had  met 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  tlie  late  instance.    In  that  case  the 

Eirliament,  as  on  the  late  occasion,  adjourned  over  for  a 
rtnight.  But  at  the  expimtion  of  that  adjomrnmeiit  the 
House  had  not  re^assembled  under  the  same  circumstanoes  as 
at  present ;  they  bad  then  no  reason  whatever  to  entertain 
such  hopes  of  Im  Majesty's  speedy  re-establbhment,  as  the 
statement  of  the  right  hoa.  gentleman  opposite  (the  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was  calculated  to  excite.  Tbe 
parliament  consequently  proceeded  to  take  those  steps  which 
the  necessity  of  the  case  imperiously  called  for.  In  that 
instance,  too,  the  House  had  full  information  upon  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  derived  from  ihe  examiaatioos  of  the 
physicians,  whilst  at  present  they  had  no  ofiicialoratt* 
thentic  knowledge  of  the  fact,  and  would  not  therefore  be 
justified  in  taking  any  steps  founded  only  upon  the  com- 
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mmictttioo  of  Che  Gbanoelior  of  the  Bxclieqiior,orofany 
other  individual.  But  it  had  been  argued,  th«t»a8thejr 
were  not  to  take,  any  steps  in  the  meaa  time,  as  thej  were 
to  do  nothinf ,  they  ought  to  adjourn  orer  for  the  fortnight. 
Yet  be  would  aak  those  gentfemen  who  reasoned  in  that 
way,  was  it  nothing  to  consent  to  an  adjournment  for  a 
fortnight,  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  during  fourteen 'days 
to  resort  to  any  measures,  which  a  possible,  not  to  say  a 
probable,  contingency  might  render  necessary  ?  Was  it 
to  do  nothing,  to.  deprtre  themselves,  by  such  a  pro-^ 
Deeding,  of  all  opportunity,  duriiigthatinter?al,of  fartfanjlly 
discharging  those  important  duties  which  th^r  consti* 
tuents  sent  them  there  to  perform  ?  It  was  upon  this 
ground  that  he  felt  hL^lself  bound  to  oppose  the  adjourn- 
ment for  a  fortnight,  with  a  view,  if  that  should  be  negatived, 
to  support  an  adjournment  for  twenty-four  hours.  In  doing 
this,  he  was  persuaded  he  was  taking  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  shewing  his  loyalty,  his  afieciioii,  and  attachment 
to  his  Majesty;  because  nothing  could  so  directly  tend  to 
supfwrt  and  strengthen  the  best  interests  of  the  Crown,  as 
that,*  during  a  period  when  there  was  a  possibility  of  the 
occunence  of  great  national  dangers  and  disasters^  that 
House  should  te  ready  to  resort  to  such  measures  as  the 
eziMncy  of  the  case  might  require. 

Mr.  Bathursi  was  sure  the  honourabW  and  learned  gen- 
tleman must'  have  strong  reasons  for  wishiiir^  to  disturb  the 
unanimity  of  the  House,  so  desirable  on  the  pre^nt  ocoasion. 
The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  objected  to  putting 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  House  the  power  of  proceeding  from 
day  io  day  according  as  any  emergency  should  occur.  He 
wished  the  honourable  and  learnca  gentleman,  howevor,  to 
stale  bow  parliament  could  take  the  eaecutive  into  lu  own 
hands.  He  presumed  they  could  do  so  in  no  otfer  way 
than  they  had  done  in  the  year  1788 ;  and  (he  emetgiencies 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  conceived  might 
oocnr,  could  in  no  other  mode  be  done  away,  in  conse 
quenoe  of  the  adjournment  being  negatived,  and  the  House 
sitting  from  day  to  day,  unless  the  House  ahonld  go  on  to 
take  functions  into  its  hands  which  did  not  belong  to  it, 
and  proceed  in  a  more  summary  manner  than  it  otherwise 
woold  be  inclined  io  do.  No  adrantiige,  he  submitted, 
could  acerue  in  consequence  of  the  House  sitttug  from  day 
to  day,  olher  than  that  he  had  described.  It  was  only  by 
proctt^iug  in  a  more  summary  manner  (haa  might  otherwise 
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be  thouf^t  expedient,  that  any  coCti|qi]enoe  could  lesult  from 
ibe  proposition  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman.  He 
€Oukl  not  help  abquiescing  in  the  sentiment  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)^  that  the  more  gmti- 
iying  the  course  of  their  proceeding  could  be  to  the  mind 
and  feelings  of  his  Majesty,  the  more  bighly  gratified  must 
the  House  itself  feel.  Though  it  was  a  painful  duty  which 
the  House  had  to  fulfil,  in  seeing  that  the  public  sufibred 
no  more  injury  than  must  naturally  result  from  so  great  a' 
calamity  visited  on  the  Sovereign,  still  it  was  their  duty 
equally  to  see  that  their  anxiety  to  protect  the  public  did 
not  induce  them  to  do  any  thing  which  could  unnecessarily 
.do  violence  to  the  feelings  of  the  Sovereign.  He  saw  no 
leason,  therefore,  why  the  proposed  adjournment  should 
npt  be  agreed  to.  It  could  do  no  harm  ;  for  at  present  the 
House  Mas. not  in  a  condition,  if  it  were  inclined  to  do  so,  to 
take  up  the  question  in  a  parliamentarv  manner. 

Mr.  Eliiot  said  he  could  not  give  his  vote  on  the  present 
occasion  without  assigning  his  reason  for  the  vote  he  meant 
to  give.  A  most  critical,  awAil,  and  interesting  event  had 
occurred  to  this  country.  We  bad  been  deprived  of  the 
plenitude  of  the  executive  authority  at «  moment  when  we 
were  placed  in  a  situation  unparalleled  in  our  history.  At 
such  a  moment,  and  in  such  peculiar  circumstances,  was  it 
to  be  demanded  of  that  House  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight, 
and  to  leave  the  country  not  only  without  the  protection  of 
the  executive,  *but  without  the  advice  and  assistance  which 
it  migtit  receive^  and  had  a  right  to  expect,  from  the  other 
two  branches  of  the  government  ?  He  objected,  not  to  the 
period  of  the  adjournment  alone,  but  he  conceived  the  im- 
mediate assembling  of  that  House  at  such  a  period  indis- 
pensable. The  House  should  use  every  means  in  its  power, 
.of  gaining  the  knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  the  fact;  and 
the  question  was,  if  they  were  here  a  house  or  a  conven- 
tion ?  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  word  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  but  the  point  here  to  be  considered  was 
this,  whether  they,  in  such  a  step  as  that  now  , recom- 
mended for  their  adoption,  were  to  be  satisfied  v^ith  such 
evidence,  as  would  not  prove  satisfactory  to  an  inferior 
tribunal  ? 

Mr*  WHberforce  conceived  thai  the  House  must  either 
agree  to  the  motion  of  adjournment,  or  proceed  to  enter 
into  inquiries,  the  recollection  of  the  painful  effect  of  which, 
on  a  former  occasion,  was  still  present  to  his  mind.    Except 
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oept  the  hoooafable  baroneti  there  was  not  a  sfai^  hoaoar- 
able  member  of  all  those  who  had  spoken  on  this  occasion, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  measures  snould  betaken  at  once 
lo  provide  for  the  deficiency  which  at  present  anfortonatelj 
existed  :  all  the  others  who  had  delivered  their  sentiment^ 
sugj^ed  the  propriety  of  adjoaming  from  day  to  day,  and 
inculcating  the  necessity  of  gentlemen  being  on  Aeir  posts, 
to  meet  any  emergency  which  might  occar.  He  (BIr* 
Wilberforce)  objc^ed  to  this,  from  a  considemtion  of  the 
variety  of  views  in  which  such  a  sobiect  might  be  con* 
ceivedy  and  the  variety  of  feelings  which  from  day  to  day 
might  be  produGed«<*-Sure1y,  gentlemen  would  not  .wish 
that  so  delicate  a  subject  should  be  considered  every  day, 
or  from  day  to  day ;  and  if  not«  of  what*  use  cooid  the 
meeting  from  *day  to  day  possibly  be  eonoeived  to  be  ? 
He  confessed,  for  his  own  part,  as  it  was  not  stated  that  any 
material  injury  could  arise,  from  the  adjonrnment  for  a 
fortnight  now  proposed  9  and  as,* on  the  other  band,  he 
could  not  figure  any  advantage  that  could  result  from  the 
House  sitting  from  day  to  day,  he  was  inclined  to  support 
the  motion.  He  was,  moreover,  persuaded  that  the  House 
would  come  better  prepared  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  to 
consider  of  the  eyidenee  which  mi^t  then  be  laid  before 
them,  than  they  could,  after  having  sitten  horn  day  to 
day.  He  thought  the  assurance  of  hb  Majesty's  confidential 
servant  was  entitled  to  some  credit ;  and  he  was  inclined  the 
more  to  respect  it,  on  the  present  occasion,  from  considering 
that  if  ministers  had  intsnded  to  take  the  Honse  by  surprise, 
they  might  on  the  former  night  have  adjourned  the  House 
till  the  29th  of  November. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for^  when  the 
House  divided  on  the  question,  tor  an  adjournment  for  a 
fortnight : 

Ayes      -        -        -        -        -     .  -       343 
Noes -.         58 

Majority      -        -        •    . 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    NOVEMBER   99. 

The  Bishop  of  Killaloe  and  Ijord  Thurlow  took  the  oatlis 
and  their  seats. 
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HIS  MAJESTV'a  INDISPOSITION. 

Earl  Camden  y  (President  of  the  Council)  rose  and  sMcd 
to  their  Lordship,  that  exaxninations  had  taken  phce  before 
hk  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  of  the  physicians  "who  attended 
the  Royal  person,  touching  the  state  of  the  Ktng*8  heahb. 
His  Lomship,  after  a  few  obserrations,  concluded  by  pro- 
posing them  to  be  read.  After  some  remarks  from  £arl 
Grey,  the  minutes  of  the  examinations  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table;  and  to  be  read.  They  were  accordingly,  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

FIRST    DAY. 

At  the  Cmmcil  Chamber,  Whitehall,  the  9Sih  of  No* 
rember,  1810,  present,  the  Lords  of  his  Majrsty's  Most 
Hon.  Prfry  Council. 

Their  Ijordships  beinc;  met,  ami  the  physicians  who  have 
attended  his  Majesty  during  his  present  illness  attending 
the  Beard  t 

Di.  HENRY  E.  REYNOLDS  was  callei  in  sad  iwom,  amk  exa* 

mined  it  foUowf  :— 

(No.  1.)  QiicsUML**-Yettarc  detind  t»ftoc|Qaiii4  thii  Boards  whtther 
the  state  of  tui  Majcityt  bealth  is.tuch  m  to  rehder  him  incapable  of 
coming  io  person  to  ais  i^rliamant,  or  of  attending  to  an^  Kind  of 
pubfic  business  ?  Hit  'Majesty  is  certainly'  incapable,  st  present,  of 
attending  his  parliament,  or  transactrng  poblie  busmess. 

(N«.  3:)  Wbit  arc  the  hopes  vetteatertaio  ci  bis  Mvesty^a  i«« 
Goireiy )  I  hare  very  oonideal  nopci  ef  his  Majesty's  ultimate  re<* 
covciyi     .  •        *   , 

(No.  3.)  Do  you  fband  the  opinion'  giren  in  your  answer  to  the 
prcTious  question  upon  tlie  particular  sytxvptoms  of  his  Majesty's  dis- 
•rder,  or  apon  ffenenl  cxpetience  in 'other  cases  of  the  Mine  nature, 
srnponbotii^    Upenbotb.. 

(No.  4.)  Whether,  in  that  particular  species  of  the  disorder  hja 
Majesty  has  fiillen  into,  it  has  been  found  from  exjpcrience  that  the 
greater  mitnber  of 'persons  so  affiected  have  been  cured  ^  Undoubtedly. 

(No.  5.)  Can  you  form  any  judgmant  or  probable  con^ect^re  of  the 
duration  of  his  Majesty's  illness?  No,  I  cannot  form  any  decisiTe 
opinion  mn  thi^  subject :  it  varies  in  different  persons,  and  the  time 
has  Tarieoiohil  Majesty's  former  indisposkionst. 

(No.  6.)  Whether^'  at  far  as  experience  enables  you  to  judge  of  his 
Majesty's  disorder,  you  thinlf  it  more  probable  that  his  Majesty  will 
or  will  not  recover,  so  aa  to  render  him  capable  of  attending  to  public 
business }  I  think  it  much  more  probable  that  his  Majesty  will  re- 
cover. My  expectalioni  at  present  are  very  confident  of  his  Majesty's 
recovery.  1  speak  this,  however,  wjth  reference  to  the  uncertainty 
fliaC  always  attends  medical  predietioDS*  Wilk  this  fefereaoe,  i  should 
say,  from  what  I  see  m  hit  Majesty,  that  I  have  no  donbt  of  il» 
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(No.  7.)  What  degree  of  experience  hare  yon  had  younelf  in  this 
particular  mcies  €»f  disorder^  In  above  forty  yean  practice  ai  a 
]ibT8iciiii»  I  haT€  seen  many  iaitaniDef  ofit. 

(No.  8.)  Whether  any  amie9dinciit  hai  already  taken  place  in  the 
coime  of  hit  Majesty's  disorder,  and  whether  the  appearanoe  of  such 
aaacwteaot  oontinoe*  at  present }  His  Majesty  is  certainly  better, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  he  was  not  fiill  at  weH,  if  not  .better.  yeiteHay» 
and  €u>ntiiKies  to  this  jnoming,  than  he  has  bMi  unce  1  had  &e  honour 
to  attend  his  Majesty  in  his  illness.  « 

Sir  UESKY  HALFOBP,  Bart.  caUed  ia,  and  examioed  as  l6Uo«re:— 

{As  the  questions  put  to  each  phjsdcian  were  exactly 
similar^  we  do  not  repeat  them.  Our  readen  will  refer  tin» 
anspeis  to  the  questions  put  to  Dr.  Reynolds,  according  to 
the  numbers  prefixed.] 


1.  I  tiiink  it  inch  as  to  prevent  bis  coming  to  parliament,  or  attend 
ing  to  public  bu»ness. 

2.  i  think  it  is  in' the  highest  degree  probable  that  his  Majesty  will 
recover. 

3.  Upon  both. 
A,  I  beliere  so. 

5.  I  canAot  form  a  satis&ctory  conjecture. 

6.  Much  more  probable  that  thas  Majesty  will  recover. 

7.  In  the  course  of  nineteen  years,  a  great  number  of  cases  must 
have  faWen  under  my  cognizance. 

••  A  irery  coaaderabw  atnendnient  hai  taken  place  in  his  Maiesty't 
aymptoms  m  the  course  of  the  last  tweaty*lbur  hours.  His  Majesty's 
mental  health  has  improved ;  but  in  the  same  space  his  Majesty  has 
been  more  indisposed  bodily ;  but  I  have  just  reason  to  beheve  that 
1  shall  find  that  indisposition  much  mitigated  on  my  return  this  even^ 
in|p. 

Dr.  W.  HEBERDEN  called  in  and  sworn,  and  examined  as  Mows :— 

1.  I  Goasider  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  to  be  such  as  to  render 
bksk  iaoapaUe  of  coming  in  person  to  his  paiiiaaieiity  or  attending  to 
public  business.    . 

S.  The  greatest  expectatioqof  his  Majesty's  recovery* 

3.  I  feuod  my  cpinicp  upon  the  improvement  that  has  already  takesi 
place  in  his  indisposition,  and  the  present  intesrity  of  his  fMttltieSy  and 
the  analogy  this  disorder  bears  to  his  former  iSness. 

4.  I  firmly  beUeTe,  that  it  does  appear  that  the  gnatcr  number  of 
pcfsooB  have  been  cured ;  but  my  owa  ezperieace  has'  not  been  great 
la  that  disorder. 

5.  I  can  form  no  judgment  of  the  precise  duration.  In  general,  I 
^H»ld  Judge  thai  the  duration  cannot  be  loiif^. 

6k  ileeliBmy  own  mind  ao  doubt  that  bis  Majesty  will  reoover, 
and  be  capable  of  attsoduig  to  publie  bushiess. 

7*  Very  little  experience. 

e.  Coiw4eiiAiie  ameodmcnt  has  taken  place  in  his  Maje^/s  dis- 
order, and  the  aaMndmcttt  still  continues. 

Vol.  I.— 1810.  G 
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Dr.  ROBERT  DARUNG  WILUS   called   in  and  sworn,  and 

examined  ai  follows  :— 

1.  His  Majesty  b  incapable  at  present  of  coming  to  parliament,  or 
attending  to  any  public  business.  . 

2.  I  enteitain  very  confident  hopes  of  his  Majesty's  recovery. 

3.  Upon  both. 

4.  1  oelieve  the  greater  number  are  cured. 

5.  I  cannot. 

6.  I  think  it  more  probable  that  his  Majesty  will  ba  capable  of 
attending  to  public  business.  * 

7.  From  my  earliest  infancy  I  had  opportunities  of  observing  com- 
plaints of  this  nature  as  long  as  I  remained  under  my  father's  roof. 
During  the  last  two  and  twenty  years  I  have  seen  a  great  variety  of 
cases  of  this  nature  in  private  practice. 

8.  A  very  considerable  amendment  ha»  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's 
disorder,  which  continued  when  1  left  Windsor  this  morning. 


SECOND   DAY. 

«  At  the  CouDcil  Chamber,  Whitehall,  Nov.  99,  1810, 
present,  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty*s  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council. 

Dr.  MATTHEW  BAILLI£  was  called  in  and  swom»  and  was  exa* 

mined  as  follows  :'•— 

N.  B.  The  questions  were  the  same  as  those  put  to  the  other  phy* 
sicians,  on  the  preceding  day. 

1.  I  think  his  Majesty  is  at  present  incapable  of  coming  to  parliapient^ 
or  of  attending  to  any  public  business. 

2.  I  think  it  highly  probable  th^t.bis  Majesty  ^11  rec'over. 

3.  i  found  the  opinion  which  I  delivered  as  an  answer  to  the  second 
4^estion,  upon  the  consideration  of  the  svmptoms  of  his  Majesty,  upon 
perceiving  no  failure  in  the  faculties  of  nis  Majesty,  unon  the  sound- 
ness of  his  Majesty's  constitution,  and  upon  the  resemblance  which  his 
.present  ilbess  has  to  what  I  have  heard  of  his  former  illnesses  of  tlie 
same  characttr. 

4.  I  believe  that  Uie  greater  number  have  recovered. 

5.  I  can  form  no  idea  of  the  duration  of  his  Maiesty*s  present  indis- 
ditpcaition ;  if  one  considers  what  has  taken  place  in  nis  Majesty's 
former  illness  of  the  same  kind,  it  is  probable  that  it  may  not  continue 

.   very  long. 

o.  I  can  perceive  no  failure  of  his  Majesty's  faculties ;  and  therefore 
I  presume  if  bis  Majesty  should  recover,  tliat  he  will  recover  with  tha 
tame  capacity  for  business  as  before  his  present  illness. 

7.  My  experience  has  not  been  extensive ;  I  have,  been  in  business 
for  twenty  years,  and  have  occasionally  seen  patieats  affected  with 
'    complaints  of  the  same  general  character  as  that  of  his  Majesty. 
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8.  His  Magetty  is  coosidenhly  be^  than  he  was  ten  days  ago. 
He  Ji  certainly  so^mewhat  better  than  he  was  yesterday  eTening,  and 
perhaps  a  shade  better  than  yesterday  nraming. 

The  examioatioD,  at  the  request  of  some  noble  loids, 
nvas  read  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  Ltoerpool  then  rose  and  said,  that  the  House 
haying  adjourned  to  that  day  on  account  of  the  lamented 
continuation  of  his  Maj^ty  s  ill  health  on  the  last  daj 
of  their  meeting,  the  rriyy  Council  had  assembled,  and 
had  made  the  important  examination,  the  particulars  of 
which  were  now  on  their  lordships*  table,  and  had  been 
twice  read  in  their  hearings  From  that  examination  of  his 
Majcsty^s  physicians,  his  lordship  deduced  three  important 
leading  points  of  consideration.  First,  the  establishment 
of  the  fact,  that  the  present  state  of  his  Majesty^s  illness 
preyented  him  from  attending  to  any  public  business,  and 
the  consequent  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  his  royal  fiinc* 
tions.  Secondly,  the  confident  hopes  and  expectations 
entertained  by  the  physicians  of  his  Majesty^s  lecoyery. 
Thirdly,  that  as  to  time,  though  nothing  specific  could  be 
stated  respecting  the  duration  of  the  King  s  indisposition,  yet 
there  existed  already  a  considerable  amendment  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  health.  With  these  three  material  pobts  before 
them,  it  would  be  for  their  lordships'  wisdom  and  justice 
to  determine  what  mode  of  proceeding  it  would  be  fitting 
for  them  to  adopt  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
He  was  perfectly  ready  to  agree  with  a  noble  baron  (lord 
Grenyille)  in  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  former  day, 
when  he  stated  that  in  their  present  situation,  whateyer 
mode  of  proceedbg  their  lordships  might  choose  to  adopt, 
they  would  still  be  only  making  their  choice  of  difficulties. 
No  man  could  be  insensible  to  tne  great  incoriyeniences  that 
necessarily  must  attend  the  melancholy  suspension  of  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  royal  functions.  No  man,  on  the 
other  hand»  could  be  insensible  to  the  yery  great  incon" 
yeniences  that  must  unayoidably  occur  in  the  eyent  of 
establishing  a  new  authority  in  the  state,  which  must  be 
presumed  to  be  only  a  temporary  establishment,  with  all 
the  yarious  ineyitaole  consequences  arising  firom  such  an 
establishment.  Their  lordships  had  adopted  what  certainly 
appeared  the  best  mode  of  proceeding  nitherto :  but,  un* 
donbtedly,  delay  in  so'  important  a  situation  must  haye 
its  limits.  From  a  &ir  reyiew  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  ease,  and  looking  at  the  report  giyen  by  all  the  phy- 
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siciansy  it  wa»  now  lot  tbeU  levdibipt  to  jiidg»  irbat  iwis 
farther  to  bo  done;  whether  thej  would  mm  proceed  to 
further  examinaf ion  arMlto  new  armngemeots,  orai^tee  to 
another  ahort  deby.  Tlio  latter  be  Uioiight  in  every  Mint 
of  view  the  preferable  mode  of  proceediiig^.  *  He  wisbea  the 
House  particularly  to.keep  in  mind  the  prooeediegsof  1788. 
When  a  similar  oocument  to  tbajt  now  lyinz'  on  the  table 
was  produced,  on  the  foroier  occasjon^  an  aijjouniment  wa$ 
agreed  to  for  four  days.  In  the  second  stage  of  those  trans- 
actions, a  motion  was  made,  and  agreed  to^  for  the  cxami* 
nation,  by  parliament,  of  tlie  physicians  who  attended  the 
King^s  |)crson.  Acting  uppn  the  precedents  furnished  on 
that  occasion,  he  certAinly  intended  to  propose  that  motion*. 
But  there  was  some  deviation  between  the  circumstances 
of  the  year  1788  and  the  present  timci  which  induced  bim 
to  propose,  at  present,  a  farther  intervul  than  those  four 
days.  At  the  former  period,  bis  Maiesty  had  been  ill  for  « 
longer  period  than  at  mesent.  In  tne  second  place,  there 
was  a  considerable  difference  between  the  results  of  tlie 
examinations  of  the  physicians  respecting  the  £iyourab)e 
prospects  of  liis  Majesty's  recovery.  Now,  the  evidence 
lead  gave  unanimous  testimony  to  a  very  considerable 
amendment.  They  had  not,  therefore,  at  tb^t  time  the 
facts  they  now  bad  before  them?  Thou^rb  it  might  then 
have  been  advisable  to  proceed  farther,  yet  weighing  well 
all  the  circumstances  ot  the  case  at  the  present  monsent, 
be  was  certain  that  his  mode  of  procoeoing  by  a  sbovl 
dcTaj  would  produce  much  fewer  uiconveniences  than  any. 
other.  If,  at  the  period  of  the  farther  adjournment,  whlca 
he  should  conclude  with  proposing,,  no  such  amwdnpient 
should  take  place  as  to  offer  hopes  ot  the  speedy  lesumpUon 
of  the  personal  exercise  of  tlie  royal  functions,  be  woviM 
m9ve  for  an  examination  of  the  physicians,  on  tbeprecedeqt 
ot  1788.  But  at  present,  looking  fully,  and  weighing 
maturely,  the  evidence  and  all  the  circumstances^  he  felt 
that  he  should  not  discharge  bis  duty  if  he  did  not  submit 
his  motion  fdr  farther  adjournment :  and  he  trusted  to  the 
feelings  and  to  the  sense  or  publip  duty  of  evenr  noble  lord^ 
to  adopt  tliat  as  the.  most  proper  course  of  proceeding. 
His  lordship  then  moved^  that  the  House  at  its  fising 
^hould  adjourn  till  Thursday,  the  ISth  of  Deoembei  next. 

Earl  Spencer^  at  some  length,  objected  to  the  prooeedinga 
adopted  by  ministers  an  this  occasion.  He  cosimcnced  bj 
noticing  the  situation  in  which  parliament  had  met,  in 
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wbicbf  be  oonteoded,  that  nothing  short  «f  absolole  neoss. 
Mky  coald justify  tbom  in  comBaiing  to  fuftlMr  adjoaniment 
Ministeis  had  deptrtcd  coMioereblj  tnm  their  own  f»9- 
cedent.  Hitherto  the  House  hod  been  finmislied  with  no 
docoment  oo  which  to  found*  thoir  opinions  and  proceed- 
ings, except  the  beie  stalement  of  n  noble  and  learned  lord, 
who,  however  liigh  m^ht  be  hie  rank  and  \m  profisssional 
talents  and  cbaiact^,  could  he  no  authority  for  parliament 
to  proaeed  upon.  He  had  felt  a  delicacy  on  a  former  n^gbtt 
which,  perhaps,  restrained  him  fioiii  then  deliinering  his 
opinion  ;  hut  hie  AiUy  coneornRd  in  what  had  been  said  by 
other  noble  lords  neer  him.  He  bovved  to  their  lordships' 
decisions  but  .he  should  ever  contend,  that  the  fiirther 
adjournment  on  the  word  of  an  individual  peer  was  wrong. 
The  proper  mode  of  proceeding  was  by  aiCgottming  db  & 
in  dioHi  which  would  give  them  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
$iU  the  difficulties  of  thcur  wi^..  WMever  frouads  m 
ileU^niey  might  be  conceived,  the  principle  was  wrong; 
^nd  he  would  call,  as  eneigeticnlly  as  his  feeMe  voice  could 
call,  upon  their  lordships,  to  stop  thb' transgression  against 
the  eonstilution  by  other  proceedings  and  by  gouig  into  a 
propi^  mode  of  ini|uiry.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1788, 
the  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  tcv  be  considered  on 
the  eneuing  h&ndny,  omitting,  in  fiict,  only  one  sitting 
day«  Wbalcver  the  noUe  lora  might  state  concerning  Xm 
three  positions  he  took  from  the  pftper  that  bad  been  read, 
he  would  assert,  that  it  was  not  a  material  upon  which 
parliament  conld  act  The  history  of  the  times  of  1788 
shewed,  that  there  was  much  doubt  existinj^,  which  was 
natumi  in  so  unoaual  a  caae*  On  the  motion  hir  considering 
the  Privy  Council's  examination,  a  snggestion  was  made, 
tiMtt  the  House  ought  to  proceed  on  some  mom  autherilte 
doemment.  All  the  noUe  lord's  arguments .  were  taken  e«t 
of  ihnt  which  was  not  a  suffideat  document.  It  was  not 
noeesaary  or  proper  for  him  at  present  to  go  into  the  eon« 
sidemtiqp  of  wlmt  the  House  ongbt  to  do  to  supply  the 
pscsentdefiKSt,  or  otherwise^  after  the  regular  finding  of  the 
feet.  He  therefore  should  not  touch  on  the  compsfnrtive 
inoonveoiencies  of  diffmnt  modes  of  proceeding,  which  were 
net  the  questions  before  the  House.  Their  Iprdships  would 
not  discharge  the  duties  of  their  stafions,  if  they  did  not 
dfastain  from  doing  any  thii^  that  might  injure  the  coinsti* 
UiUoni  but,  on  the  contmry,  they  ought  to  proceed  to 
remedy,  as  £iv  as  they  could,  that  existing  detect  which 


46  THB  PARLTAMBKTART  BBGISTfeE.  [^OBDS, 

.allsodeejdy  lamented.  Tbe  evils  of  the  actual  suspension 
of  the  IdntAy  office  must  be  great  and  dangerous.  He  was 
not  enough  .of  a  lawyer  to  attempt  to  describe  them  in  all 
their  various  injurious  bearinga^  on  tbe  afinin  of  the  whole 
community-  More  particularly  must  such  evils  be  felt  in 
the  preset*  situation  of  the  country,  which  was  widely 
different)  indeed^  from  what  it  was  in  the  year  1788. 
(Hear !  Jlear  I)  Not  a  moment's  time  ought  to  be  lost 
in  putting  the  constitution  into  its  proper  state.  If  their 
lordships  could  bring  their  minds  to  this  adjournment  under 
all  its  circumstances,  they  must  be  blind  to  the  consequences 
that  might  ifnsue.  What  title  or  authority^ had  parliament 
so  to  act  ?  After  various  other  argunieats,  4he  noUe  earl 
alluded  briefly  to  his  sentiments  on  the  great  .question  that 
might  soon  come  again  before  them,  as.  they  were  held  by 
him  in  1788,  Had  he  ever  seen'  cause  to  change  them,  be 
would  readily  confess  the  alteration  of  his  opinions  :  but, 
on  the  contraryi  the  most  mature  reflection  on  the  subject 
had  convinced  him,  that  they  were  constitutional  and  well 
founded.  His  lordship  concluded  bj  moving  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  all  the  words  of  the  onginal  motion  after  the 
word  ^'  That,''  be  left  out ;  and  that  instead  theteof, 
shoiild  be  substituted,  words  to  the  following  effidct:— > 
C^  That")  the  House  do  appoint  a  Committee  to  examine 
the  physicians  appointed  to  attend  on  his  Majesty,  touching 
his  present  melancholy  indisposition,   and  to  report  the 


same/' 


The  Lard  Chancellor  thcsi  jHit  the  question,  and  a  short 
pause  ensued ;  upcHi  which 

Juord  Mmra  rose,  and  observed,  that  he  certainly  expected 
that  some  reply  would  have  been  made  to  the  speech  of 
bis  noble  friend  by  those  who  proposed  the  motion  of  ad<- 

J'oumment ;  but  since  they  had  thought  fit  io  remain  silent^ 
le  begged  leave  to  trouble  their  lordships  with  a  few  observa- 
tions. On  the  last  meeting  of  the  House,  he  had  had  tbe  satis* 
fection  of  seconding  the  motion  which  was  then  made  for 
adjournment,  and  he  was  grieved  that  he  could  not  support 
the  motion  to  a  similar  efllect  which  was  made  on  the  present 
occasion.  As  the  ground  of  his  assent  to  the  former  mo- 
tion, he  had  submitted,  that  though  he  held  the  adjourn- 
ment to  be  attended  with  circumstances  of  difficulty  ^md 
inconvenience,  yet  that  judgment  and  discretion  might, 
be  exercised  as  to  the  mode  of  remedying.  In  all  human 
aflidiy,  it  was  seldom  or  never  expedient  at  once  to  carry 
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your  ri^ht  to  its  otmost  extent,  bat  rather  to  accompany  it 
with  the  exercise  of  a  certain  portion  of  discretion;  and 
certainly  his  assent  was  given  to  the  former  inotion  on  this 
specific  undeistanding,  that  all  farther  delay  would  be' at  an 
^id  when  that  term  of  adjournment  arrived.  The  only 
objection  that  weighed  on  his. mind  on  the  former  meeting, 
was,  lest  the  susp^sion  of  the  executive  might  seem  an  at* 
taint  on  the  regal  power,  and  calculated  to  lessen  its  im- 
portance in  the  eye  of  the  country ;  but  still,  even  in  the 
dryest  and  most  metaphysical  view  of  the  subject,  it  bad 
struck  his  mind  that  the  reverential  attachment  which  was 
then  displayed  to  the  peinon  of  the  Sovereign,  tended  more 
to  confirm  the  regal  authority,  than  it  could  possibly  by 
the  mode  that  was  pursued.  Let  them  see  how  circumstances 
are  since  changed.  The  noble  lord,  who  moved  the  former 
adjournment,  had  represented  that  a  material  amendment  had 
then  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's  health ;  doubtless  his  lord- 
ship spoke  from  a  conviction  that  it  was  so;  and  the  terms 
of  confidence  which  he  employed  on  that  occasion  were^ 
if  possible*  stronger  than  those  tbey  had  heard  at  present* 
But  how  did  it  turn  out  ?  Did  not  the  very  next  day  defeat 
the  expectations  held  out  to  the  House  and  the  country  ? 
(Hear  !  hear!)  And  perhaps  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  noble  and  learned  Ion)  was  expressing  his  confident 
hopes  of  Vk  recovery,  perhaps  at  that'  very  moment  a  me- 
hnchcrfy  relapse  had  taken  place.  With  what  duty  to  the 
country*  then,  were  they  to  listen  to  new  fissertions,  with 
the  proof  before  them  of  expectations  already  defeated? 
How  could  thev  su&r  a  continued  suspension  of  the  royal 
functions*  atad  tnat  with  a  weakened  hope  of  amendment? 
How  could  they  be  justified  to  their  own  minds,  or  to  the 
country,  if,  under  such  circumstances,  those  provisional  steps 
were  not  taken  which  would  put  it  in  their  power  to  act,  if 
necessary,  or  to  abstain  from  acting,  if  the  latter  should  be 
thought  more  expedient.  The  noble  earl  bdd  mentioned 
three  fiicts  as  appearing  from  the  examination  of  the  physi* 
cians ;  but  tbeie  was  only  one  ^hich  concerned  them  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  was*  that  the  King  was  not  able  to  meet  his  par- 
liament. All  the  rest  was  matter  of  speculation  and  opi- 
nion; and  from  the  very  nature  of  their  feelings,  they  might 
easily  conclude  how  much-  they  are  apt  to  mislead  into 
sanguine  expectations.*  The  evidence,  therefore,  that  they 
had  heard,  should  be  qualified  by  this  consideration  alone. 
He  must  again  call  upon  their  lordships  to  reflect  upon 
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the  dodger  of  aooedtiig  tcd^hc  origiRal  nration.  If  the  rapjal 
fbctioos  Eie  ihm  to  be  suBpended  firon  meek  to  week,  might 
it  Hot  giye  room  to  lay  that  the  tRspeBsioii  mif  ht  be  cx>n- 
tiniiBd  md  ufitkum  9  Formeriy  their  feelings  weie>  periiafM, 
iadiilged  without  a  dereliction  of  duty ;  bat  if,  aftsr  dis- 
appointed cxpectatloas,  be  should  accede  to  aay  new 
delay,  be  should  ifcard  hioBself  as  liable  to  the  sererest  inn 
pntations*  He  felt  this  the  fliore  strongly,  when  he  oonndeied 
that  the  bulk  of  the  people  placed  no  confidence  in  the 
present  administration.  On  more  occasions  than  one,  they 
had  declared  ministm  naworthy  of  the  royal  confidence;  and 
ims  it  not  dreadii^r  that  they  should  bear  the  sole  mannge- 
racnt  of  affairs*  at  a  period  when  the  King  was  unaMe  to 
exerciKthat  lemperate  and  modifying  contreul  OTcr  their 
counsels,  which  atone  could  induce  the  people  to  place  any 
confidence  in  the  conduct  of  our  alfiiirs  i  It  was  the  pa^ 
nimount  duty  of  the  House  to  lay  a  solid  ground  for  their 
further  proceedings ;  and  that  could  only  be  done  by  die 

Sipointmeiit  of  a  Committee  to  examine  the  friaysicians. 
e  did  not  pledge  himself  to  any  particular  mode  of  pro- 
peedio^  upon  their  repoii ;  and  he  hoped,  that  suflicient 
grounds  might  even  then  appear  for  cbntinuing  the  delay 
in  filling  up  the  executive.  But  the  noble  lord  spoke  of  the 
inconwnience  of  establishing  a  new  authority.  What  new 
authority  I  Surely  he  could  not  mean  that  we  wanted  to 
overthrow  the  monarchy !  No !  it  was  that  which  we  wished 
to  support  and  keep  alive.  Our  duty  to  our  fellow  citizens 
and  to  the  SoTeieign  requiredy  that  on  his  recovery  he 
d^ottld  not  feel  the  foundations  of  his  throne  sapped  by  a 
series  of  suspensive  measures,  which  could  iiaidly  fiul  to 
have  a  roost  unfriendly  aspect  towards  the  regal  autho* 
]ity«  It  was  his  Majesty*s  ministers  who  would  Institute  a 
new  autkori^,  unknown  isi>  our  laws,  and  incompatible 
with  the  public  good. 

JLonf  Aorfosoft^  rote  to  say^  that  the  saoie  reasons  which 
weighed  upon  his  mind  a  foitnight  ago^  influenoBd  him  still 
in  supporting  a  fbither  adjommmsnt;  and  be  certainly  hardly 
CKpected  that  the  noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down  would 
have  now  opposed  what  he  bad  formerly  seconded,  partaou* 
lariy  as  theciroumstanomappearedto  him^Lord  Harvowby) 
equally  strong  for  delay  in  both,  cases.  The  $nt  objection 
to  the  motion  was»  that  it  was  an  unnocemary  depasture^ 
from  the  precedent  of  1788:  bat  if  it  wasadeparture*  he  was 
prepived  lo  contend  that  it  was  only  such  as  was  croited  by 
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a  diSkmnce  of  ciroiiinstaiioes.  Tbeonly  difference  would  be^ 
that  the  same  steps,  if  necessary,  irould  now  be  taken  with 
somewhat  longtrJnteryab :  for  it  would  be  recollected,  that 
even  after  the*  physicians  were  examined  in  1788,  the  next 
step  was  to  adjourn  for  fonr  days;  and  now  it  was  proposed  to 
adjonm  only  for  afortnight.  mt  were  these  noi  circumstances 
of  ffreat  difference  between  the  present  and  the  former  stalo 
of  nis  Majesty  ?  At  present,  an  aniendmeat  had  actually 
taken  place,  and  we  hf«d  tlic  experience  of  the  past  to  justify 
the  hopes  of  a  speedy  recovery .  Let  Us  add  to  this,  that 
we  have  the  strongest  and  most  confident  expectations  held 
out  by  the  physicians,  that  that  reoorery  wUI  be  i^  com* 
plete  as  our  wishes  and  our  prayofs  could  desire.  Dottbt«> 
less  the  House  had  a  right  to  proceed  immediatelv  in  sup- 
plying the  executive  power ;  but  the  exercise  of  tnat  right 
would  ever  be  r^ulated  by  discretion.  Arewetodmw 
this  conclusion  from  the  arguments  of  noble  lords,  that  tbt 
mbment  an  incapacity  of  fulfilling  the  royal  functions  is 
discovered,  that  moment  we  are  to  proceed  in  stipplying  thu 
deficiency?  Surely,  botli  after  the  former  and  the  recent.con* 
duct  of  parliament,  this  cannot  be  stated  as  neoettary.  Sensible 
he  was  of  the  inconvehiencies  ;  nay,  of  the  dangers  of  such  a 
state  of  things  at  any  time,  and  still  more  at  the  present 
moment  He  was  also  alive  to  the  dangers  of  a  precede, 
from  which  the  executive  power  miffht  appear  to  go  on 
without  a  head.  But  this  danger  had  been  already  incurred 
both  in  1788,  and  more  lately ;  white  we  know  that  the 
temporary  suspension  of  the  supreme  power  does  not  in 
bet  produce  a  total  dissolution  of  government ;  tlmt  we  aie 
capable  of  going  on  'for  a^certein  time;  and  that  the  mo- 
mentum of  foice  which  our  government  has  received,  still 
carries  on  its  functions  with  steadiness  and  ajgukrity  t-~ 

Currit  iter  tutum  xion  seciui  equore  classit. 

Though  the  master  be  no  longer  at  the  bdm,  we  are  are  not 
in  immediate  danger  of  •shipwreck.  A  certain  degree  of 
discretion  in  exercising  our  right  may  still  be  allowed ;  and 
the  present  motion  of  delay  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
hying  the  most  solid  grounds  for  supplying  the  chasm  in 
the  executive  government..  The-  noble  lord  admitted,  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  mixture  of  those  feelings  of  respectful 
reluctance,  which  ought  not  ever  to  be  discharged  frooi 
political  discussion.  We  must  not  only  feel  that  it  is  the 
King  of  iEk^gland  who  is  the  object  of  such  feelings,  but 
Vol.  I.— 1810.  H 
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that  it  fe  this  King  of  Eagland.    How  natufal  was  It,  ihcDj- 
to  wish  for  erery  poesibte  delay  before  we  proceed  to  set 
asidie  the  Monarch  from  the  throne,    (cues  of  Orders 
Order!)  and  to  fill  up  bis  place  with  another ! 

Lord  Grenville  rose  to  order.  He  expressed  his  astonisb- 
nient  that  he  had  lived  to  bear  it  said,  that  he  or  his  noble 
friends  near  him  proposed  to  set  aside  the  Monarch  from 
the  throne.  '  There  was  nothing  in  their  language  that 
even  by  the  most  distant  implication  coukl  justify  such  .an 
assertion* 

Lord  HarrowbyMfoulA  ask,  in  reply,  in  what  country 
was  it  that  the  appointment  of  a  regent  was  not  setting 
aside  the  monarch  of  the  throne?  (cries  of  No  I  No!) 
Well,  then,  if  such  language  was  not  agreeable  to  the  noble 
lords  opposite-,  he  might  at  least  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
we  ougnt  to  pause  brfore  w^  set  in  his  Majesty^s  room  any 
person  whatever:  we  ought  to  pause  the  more,  when  we  con- 
sider that  he  has  governed  us  for  fifty  years,  and  the  many 
blessings  of  his  paternal  sway* 

Lord  Holland  spoke  to  order.  He  conceived  that  the 
noble  lord  was  introducing  his  Majesty^s  name  and  bis 
virtues  in  a  way  that  the  usage  of  a  parliament  did  not 
^mlitle  him  to  do.  If  the  noble  lord  .persisted  in  that  spe- 
cies of  argument  and  influence,  he  must  more  that  his  IokIt 
ship^s  words  be  taken  down. 

ijord  Harrowhtf  said,  that  if  he  was  not  much  mistakeiii 
a  similar  reference  had  been  made  to  his  l^aje^y,  and  in 
similar  language,  during  the  discussions  in  parlianient  in 
1788.  He  should  now  sit  down,  expressing  his  hope  that 
the  House  would  accede  to  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercarn  rose  to  the  point  of  ordor. 
He  could  not  perceive  that  the  woids  of  his  noble  friend  ' 
could  bear  that  construction  put  upon  them  by  the  noble 
lords  opposite.  Neither  could  he  see  the  improprie{y  of 
introducmg  his  Majestv's  name  in  a  debate  wnich  yfBi^  ac- 
tually on  tne  subject  of  his  Majesty. 

Lord  Holland  J  speaking  to  the'point  of  order,  maintained 
that  the.  introduction  of  the  king's  name  in  the  debate^  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  used,  was  most  improper.  IVpif 
that  he  was  in  possession  of  the  House,  he  would  say  a  few 
words  on  the  question  befojre  it.  Although  he  was  not  disr 
posed  to  think  very  favourably  of  ministers,  be  gave  theni 
trcdit  for  the  conduct  which  they  adopted  on  ue  day  the 
House  first  met ;  but  after  the  continued  and  mdancholj 
suspension  of  the  royal  functions,  he  di(]  not  think  ^t  pos- 
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sible  that  any  man  in  the  ccmntry  could  be  fcmnd  with 
confidence  enough  to  stand  up  and  propose  that  the  whole 
powers  of  the  execotiTe  governroent  should  be  pfaiced  in  the 
hands  of  deven  or  twelve  peraons.  He  had  heard  nothing 
to  justify  such  a  presumptuous  proceeding.  He  hacf  not 
heard  f(om  the  other  side  one  jingle  argument  in  its  (ayour; 
for  as  to  the  facts  produced  by  the  ncS)le  lords,  they  were 
the  mere  apeculations  of  very  able  and  scientific  men,  he 
would  acknowledge ;  but  still  they  were  liable  to  be  ques- 
tioned* There  was  in  truth  but  one  fact  before  the  House, 
which  .was  the  melancholy  feet  of  his  Majesty's  indisposi- 
tion and  consequent  incapacity  to  discbarge  the  duties  of 
sovereignty.  The  House  was  now  in  a  very  different  situa- 
tion from  what  it  was  a  fortnight  ago.  When  on  the  last 
meeting  they  agreed  to  a  fortnight's  adjournment,  he 
.  thought  they  strctbhed  their  power  to  the  very  utmost. 
In  that  motion  he  agreed  for  the  sake  of  unanimity*  Of 
his  Majesty's  incapacity  there  was  then  no  proof  before  the 
House.  Now  indeed  there  was  something  like  it^-the  re- 
port of  the  Privy  Council ;  but  even  that  report  would  not 
be  suftcient  to  justify  them  in  taking  any  measures  to  sup-  ' 
ply  the  defect  in  the  executive  government.  It  was  their 
duty  to  investigate  the  fact  themselves,  and  not  merely  the 
&ct,  but  the  probability  of  its  recurrence  in  future  ;  and 
upon  that  examination  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
prevent  all  the  inconvenience  which  must  necessarily  arise 
from  a  suspeosioa  of  the  executive  government*    The  pro* 

Eisition  of  the  noble  earl  (  Liverpool)  amounted  to  nothing, 
e  moved  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight,  not  fi>r  the  purpose 
of  adopting  any  proceeding  at  the  end  of  that  time;  a^nd 
leaving  him  and  his  colleagues  in  the  interim  with  all  the 
responsibility  of  the  executive  administration  upon  their 
he^s.  This  was  too  great  a  power,  thinking  of^ ministers 
as  he  did,  to  entrust  to  them  for  a  single  day.  The  noble 
baron  contended  that  though  it  would  be  advisable  to 
fi^llow  the  principle  of  the  precedent '>of  1788,  yet  that 
they  were  not  bound  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  the  proceedings 
adopted  on  that  occa3ion.  They  were  not  to  regulate  them* 
•elves  so  far  by  that  precedent  as  to  consume  the  same  portion 
of  time  that  the  Houses  did  in  discussion  about  the  mode 
of  supplying  the  executive  government. .  Would  any  of  the 
noble  lords  say  that  the  suspension  of  the  executive  power 
would  be  attended  with  no  worse  consequences  now  than 
in  1788?    At  that  time  the  vessel  of  the  state  was  in  dock 
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ot  port ;  she  mi^^bt  have  been  laid  up  in  ordinary  without  - 
an  J  in<;onvenience.  Now  she  was  bufieted  by  storms  fiioia 
eVery  point  of  the  compass;  there  was  no  one  to  stand 
to  the  helm ;  ano  yet  under  these  deplorable  circumstances^ 
a  noble  earl  (Harrowby)  desires  that  she  may  be  left  to 
proceed  in  her  course,  mp^ku  renforum.  No ;  be  would 
not  trust  a  Tessel  freighted  with  all  the  blessings  of  the 
British  constitution,  to  so  uncertain  and  dangerons  a  gui- 
dance. He  would  not  consent  that  all  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment should  be  usurped  by  twelve  or  thirteen  men,  who 
through  accident  or  cabal  had  Seized  upon  the  administra- 
tion ;  and  that  at  a  period  more  critical  than  any  perhaps 
which  had  occurred  in  our  history.  The  House,  he  con- 
tended, not  only  ought  to  have  before  it  the  specnlationsof  the 
respectable  persons  whose  examination  had  been  read  stt 
the  table,  but  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  fact.  It  ^aa 
a  monstrous  anomaly  in  the  constitution  of  this  country ; 
it  would  be  so  in  the  monarchy  of  any  country,  tlmt  fre- 
quent recurrences .  of  this  feet  should  take  place,  and  no 
provision  should  b«  made  againi^t  the  inconvenience  arising 
nora  it;  that  no  proceedings  should  be  taken  on  a  subject 
involving  the  dearest  interests  of  the  country.  In  adc^pting' 
the  course  they  did,  ministers  were  violating  the  most  sa- 
cred principles  of  the  constitution ;  and  if  his  Majesty  wem 
enabled  to-morrow  to  resume  the  royal  authority,  one  of 
the  first  measures  which  ministers  ought  to  propose,  on  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  should  be  a  bill  of  indemnity.  He 
would  support  the  motion  of  bis  noble  friend,  and  vote 
against  any  farther  adjournment. 

The  Earl  of  Westrnorland  spoke  in  support  of  the  ori- 
ginal motion » 

TAe  Earl  of  Damlet/  spoke  against  it. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put. 

Lord  Grenville  rose,  and  said  it  would  have  been  mow 
satisfactory  to  him  to  have  heard  from  the  other  side  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  an  argument  to  justify  the  conduet 
of  ministers  in  thus  turning  llheir  backs  upon  their  King 
and  country.  However  they  might  have  reconciled  ta 
their  own  feelings  the  conduct  they  were  aboutto  punue,  hm 
was  surprised  to  find  them  come  down  and  recommeiid  m 
mode  of  proceeding  so  degrading  to  their  lordships, 
injurious  to  the  constitution,  and  so  detrimental  to  the 
terests  of  the  country.  Having  beard  nothing  in  sttpp<>it 
of  the  proceeding  they  recommended^  he  was  uncter  tbe- 
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necessity  of  introdncing  the  ar^rttmetit.    Never  had  he  a 
wish  so  pennanently  formed  as  that  the  pnioeedings  i)ii|;bt 
be  unoecessary,  nrhich  in  case  of  the  continued  sui^)eQsioa 
o(  thp  execQti ve  power  it  Tvoald  be  pidper  to  aidopt.     There 
were  many  things  in  the  state  of  the  coilntry  which  made 
liim  entertain  that  wish.     Bat  whatever  course  it  might  be 
expedient  to  pursue,  he  was  anxious  that  the  states  of  the 
realm  shonld  be  unanimous  in  titeir  proc^ings.    Their 
lordships  were  now  called  upon  to  defend  thetr  own  eon* 
sistency.     It  might  be  asked»  if  on  a  former  occasion  they 
consented  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnif^t,  why*  refuse  it  now  f 
How  far,  he  wished  to  know»  did  mtniateri  mean  to  ex^ 
tend  this  principle?  how  lonsr  did  they  iateml  to  adjourny 
and  adjonrn,  and  adjourn  ?    Did  tbey  mean,  by  thus  as* 
suming  all  the  functions  of  the  executive  governmont,  to 
sanction  the  calumnies  of  the  enemies  of  the  constitution^ 
who  lepresented  the  kingly  office  and  attributes  as  mere 
empty  names,   and  that  the  constitution  was  vested  in 
ten  or  a  dozen  persons  filiiniir  thegreat  offices  of  state?  Were 
these  peisons  to  be  permitted  to  carrv  on  the  govemmeat  ?  M 
their  last  meeting  he  told  their  loraships  that  they  were  aot 
in  possession  of  the  fact  of  the  King^s  iUness*    The  rojral 
incapacity  was  indeed  staled  by  a  witness,  who^  though  en* 
titlea  to  great  credit^  could  not  be  coosidored  as  a  coociusive 
evidence.     Before  they  took  any  proceedings,  tbey  ought 
to  have  the  fact  established.     How  did  they  now  stat^  ? 
Would  anyone  say  they  were  apprised  of  the.  fiict  ?    He 
denied  tiiat  they  were.     He  aslted  it  in  the  presenoe  of  those 
who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  laws*  whethn  the  Privy 
Ck)aacil  was  competent  to  sach  an  examination  as  thai  oif 
which  the  report  was  laid  upon  the  table?    They  weer 
now  assembled  as  states  of  the  realm;  a  quality  in  which 
thej  woiild  not  meet,  except  in  case  of  tlie  incapacity  of 
the  King*    As  sacb»  they  woukl  take  no  steps  until  thej 
bad  established  the  fact  of  incapacity  by  examtoation,  and 
pot  it  on  their  journals.    Tbey  bad  no  discaretion  to  exer- 
cise in  the  case,  and  tiu.-ir  first  step  should  be  to  set  them* 
selves  right  in  the  eye  of  the  hiw.    The  Privy  Goimcil 
Qsnrped  an  authority  which  did  not  belong  to  thero.    But 
even  if  their  right  to  institute  theexamlnation  was  admitted^ 
«tili  their  mode  of  conducting  it  wasobjectiooable.  They  had 
no  right  to  go  beyond  the  mere  dry  qoestion  of  fiict — ^Is  the 
King  or  is  he  not  capable  of  exercising  the  royal  authority? 
la  doing  more,  tbey  exceeded  their  powers.  What  was  this 
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n^  power  in  the  state  that  was  to  prescribe  laws  to  par«» 
liameot  ?  It  would  be  perhaps  said,  tliat  the  precedent  of 
1788  was  in  tbb  instance  followed.  It  was  a  melancholy 
circumstance,  that  of  the  persons  who  at  that  period  com-* 
posed  his  Majesty's  councils,  not  one  was  now  aliire  to  jus- 
tify the  proceedings  that  were  then  adopted.  He,  how- 
ever, haa  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  that  it  never  was 
the  intention  of  the  great  man  who  Vfna  then  at  the  head 
of  the  government,  that  the  Houses  should  take  the  fact  of 
the  King's  illness  from  the  report  of  the  Privy  Council. 
Parliament,  in  &ot,  did  not  proceed  upon  it;  but  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exechequer  made  the  motion  upon  which  they 
did  act.  In  what  part  of  the  oath  of  a  privy  counsellor 
were  they  made  the  guardians  of  the  King's  temporal 
capacitv  ?  There  was  no  such  duty  imposed  upon  them  n, 
no  such  power  given  them  by  the  constitution,  ^he  fiu^t 
of  the  royal  incpacity  was  to  be  ascertained  by  themselves, 
and  by  that  only  could  their  proceedings  be  justified.  He 
for  one  would  not  do  homage  to  these  self-created  kings, 
who  presumed  to  set  aside  toe  Sovereign,  and  act  upon  ^ 
their  own  authority.  He  would  hot  now  enter  into  the 
question  as  to  whether  it  would  be  right  or  wrong  to 
adjonm,  in  case  the  fact  were  establbhecf.  Still^  however, 
be  would  contend  for  the  necessity  of  that  preliminary  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  noble  baron  next  adverted  to  an  observation  which 
had  fallen  from  a  noble  earl,  relative  to  isetting  aside  the 
King.  In  all  the  debates  of  1788  it  was  never  said,  that  by 
the  establishment  of  a  regency  the  monarchy  was  set  aside. 
There  was  no  question  about  the  vacancy  of  the  throne,  or 
upon  whom  the  crown  should  devolve ;  but  who  was  to 
exercise  the  ^executive  power,  in  trust  for  the  Sovereign,  and 
in  his  name*  He  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  notice  such 
expressions,  because  it  was  improper  they  should  go  forth 
to  the  public  unreproved.  They  were  calculated  to  .excite 
a  compassion  that  was  not  called  for,  and  to  give  invidious 
representations  of  the  conduct  of  others,  and  ultimatdr  to 
shake  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  monarchy,  xhere 
was  no  question  of  setting  aside  the  King.  A  noble. eail 
had  said,  that  the  suspension  of  the  King's  authority 
did  not  necessarily  produce  a  suspension  of  the  executive 
government,  but  that  it  mij^ht  be  carried  on  by  the  existipg 
authorities.  He  would  wish  to  have  that  question  deter- 
mined.    .He  would  not  go  to  extreme  cases  of  a  day  or  a 
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finctioB  thereof,  bol  he  would  maintain  that  the  govern* 
jnent  coaM  not  foe  carried  on  if  the  Rojal  authority  were 
suspended  for  any  time.  For  thb  he  had  the  authority  of 
the  yenerable  person  who  at  that  time  filled  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Council.  That  noble  person  declared  it  in 
his  place  in  these  words,  ^'  This  calamity  has  produced  a 
complete  suspension  of  all  the  functions  of  the  executive 
government.'*  If  ministers  would  look  into  the  foreign 
office,  thcjr  would  there  find  upon  record  an  arowal  to  the 
same  eflTect  from  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  then  one  of  the 
Cabinet.  They  would  find  it  in  these  words,  in  an  answer 
to  a  dispatch  from  one  of  our  ministers  at  a  foreign  court : 
**  J  have  received  your  important  letter,  but  can  give  you 
no  instructions,  on  account  of  his  Blajesty's  unfortunate  in^ 
disposition."  Did  ministers  mean  to  say  that  they  might 
receive  his  Majesty's  commands,  though  parliament  could 
not  ?  Talk  of  new  governments  indeed,  was  there  ever  so 
monstrous  an  assumption  of  power  as  this  ?  What,  are 
they,  uncontrouled  by  parliament,  to  issue  their  orders  to 
admirals  and  to  genemls  ?  nay,  more,  that  they  shall  ex- 
clusively have  the  care  of  the  King's  peraon  ?  He  never 
beard  of  sucH  a  power  in  the  constitution,  as  that  the  great 
officers  of  state  might  act  independent  of  the  Crown.  A 
noble  earl  had  talked  of  leaving  the  vessel  of  the  state  to  be 
borne  along  for  some  time  imputsu  remorum.  Never  was 
there  a  more  unfortunate  application  of  a  figure.  Whati 
when  the  helm  was  atKandoned,  the  sails  torn,  the  masts 
gone  by  the  board,  and  the  vessel  in  danger  of  going  down, 
was  she  in  such  circumstances  to  be  left  ix^  the  impulse  she 
had  previously  received  ;  was  no  efibrt  to  be  made  to  save 
'  her,  to  bring  her  into  port  ?  Was  she  to  be  left,  thus 
labourinff,  to  what  the  noble  earl  called  impulsu  remo* 
rum  f    What !    when  she  was  in  this  calamitous  situs* 

tiOQ-— 

Noime  vides,  ut 
Nudum  remigio  latus, 
Et  maluseeltri  saucius  Africo. 
Antenuxque  gemant?  ac  sine  iunibtti 
Vix  duiare  carina 
Fossint  imperioiius 
Mquot) 

The  Lord  Chancellor f  after  adverting  to  what  had  fidlen 
from  the  last  speaker,  observed,  that  according  to  the  spirit 
of  our  laws,  tlie  Soyeieign  is  king  ip  in&ncy,  in  age,  in 
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decFBpitiidtf.  If  you  take  awaj  nvhat  the  law  gives  him, 
you  change  the  name  and  authority  of  the  King;  by  the 
sanction  and  authority  of  which  name,  you  can  alone 
riglitly  act.  The  King's  political  capacity,  he  would 
again  repeat,  continues  the  same  in  infancy,  in  sickness, 
in  age,  and  in  decrepitude-  No  subject  can  be  considerod 
in  the  same  light  In  such  case  the  two  Houses  are  to  use 
a  sound  discretion.  God.  forbid  that  the  Privy  Council 
should  declare  the  King  incompetent !  Much  might  be 
said  oa  a  question  of  this  nature,  but  it  never  was  to  be 
allowed  that  such  a  power  rested  in  the  Privy  Counoil. 

Xo/xf  Ersldne  supported  the  amendment. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  the  noble  baron  who  last  but 
.one  spoke,  entirely  avoided  the  question.  He  had  mis- 
stated the  argument  of  his  noble  relative  in  a  manner  the  most 
gross,  and  he  would  say,  could  he  suppose  it  intentional, in  a 
jnanner  the  most  scandalous.  He  would  stick  to  tbe  noble 
lord  as  a  lawyer,  and  he  would  ask  him,  whether  in  his  own 
court  he  would  consent  to  leccive  a  &ct  without  evidence? 
Would  be  i-eceive  the  report  of  the  Privy  Council  as  a 

£roof  of  tne  Royal  incapacity  ?  He  had  read  more 
LW  .than  the  noble  baron,  and  he  would  telt  him  there 
was  DO  law  in  the  land  to  justify  the  assumption  of  so  im« 
portant  a  fact. 

The  Martniis  of  Lansdozcne  would  support  the  amend- 
ment in  botn  its  parts,  without  pledging  himself  to  any 
|iarticular  course  of  proceeding  when  the  fact  of  the  Royal 
.incapacity  was  duly  authenticated. 

jnis  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex  would  detain 
their  lordsnips  but  a  moment,  while  he  explained  his  reasons 
for  voting  as  he  should.  He  would  support  the  amendment 
of  the  noble  earl,  because  the  course  it  recommended  was 
that  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  mpst  congenial  to  the  spirit 
of  the  cooatittttion.     He  bad  also  another  reason  for  sup-  » 

Eortinff  it,  as  it  would  enable  him  to  ascertain  in  whose  care 
is  Majesty  was  to  be  placed,  in  the  unfortunate  event 
of  the  continuance  of  his  indisposition.  He  was  also 
dfsirous,   in    case  of  his  Majesty's  recovery ,  which   he 

grayed  to  God  might  be  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the 
*oya|  authority  should  be  restored  to  nim  pure  and  un* 
dimin^hed. 
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Their  lordskips  then  diyided  on  Earl  Spenoer*8  amend- 
ment— 

Non  Contents  -        -•      -        •        88 

Ckmtents  -        -        -        •        -        56 

Majority        -        •        •        32 

The  original  motion  was  then  carried.  No  proxies  were 
tendered  on  either  side,  their  lordships  sitting  merely  in  the 
capacity  of  one  of  the  states  of  the  realm. — Adjourned  at 
twelve  o^clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

•  ' 

TUURSDaV,   NOV.   29. 
HIS   majesty's    rNDISPOSITlON. 

• 

Mr,  Secretary  Ryder  rose,  and  said,  that  the  House  had 
been  again  assembled  under  urfhappy  and  afflicting  circnm* 
stances.  The  continuance  of  his  MajestyV  malady  having 
made  it  impossible  to  take  any  proper  measures  for  the  regular 
opening  or  proroguing  of  parliarpent,  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters had  felt  it  to  be  their  bounden  duty  to  call  the  physi- 
cians attending  his  Majesty  before  the  Privy  Council,  to 
inform  them  as  to  the  state  of.  his  Majesty's  health,  and  the 
probability  of  his  rccovery.  He  held  in  his  hands  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  the  Examination  of  the  Physiciiins;  and  as 
he  was  not  able  to  point  out  any  other  means  of  information 
equally  official  and  authj^tic*  ne  wouUl  beg  leave,  with  the 
permission  of  the^ House,  to  lay  that  copy  upon  their  table ; 
and  he  conceived  that  to  this  course  no  objection  could  be 
made. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  paper  could  not  be  laid 
upon  the  table  as  a  matter  of  course.  If  any  hon.  mem- 
ber chose  to  make  it  a  question  whether  it  should  lie  on 
the  table  or  not,  it  would  be  competent  for  him  so  to  do. 
From  the  silence  of  the  House,  however,  he  should  suppose 
that  the  couDse  which  was  proposed  met  with  the  general 
approbation. 

Mr*  Tiemejf  said  that  he  rose  not  with  anv  view  of  op- 
posing the  course  which  had  been  proposed.  He  must, 
nowever,  state  that  in  general  the  House  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  papers,  except  when  they  had  been  regularly 
moved  for  in  the  House,  or  had  been  presented  by  his 

Vol.  I.— 1810.  I 
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llaj0ity*g  commaiid*  It  was  unusual  for  the  House  to 
all6w  papen  to  be  intruded  upon  their  table  in  anj 
other  tNgr;  and  perhaps  it  would  be  more'  for  their 
jlij^tj  to  conform  to  tHeir  ^tabli^hed  usa^^,  and  ex* 
pect  a  joegular  motion  for  the  reception  of  the  paper  al- 
luded to,  . 

7%e  Speaker  observed,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
perfectly  rin^ht  in  what  he  stated  as  tne' general  usage  of  the 
House.  On  the  present  occasion  de,  however,  thought  he 
)iad  collected  from  the  silence  of  the  House,  an  acquiescence 
in  the  course  proposed.  It  was  his  duty,  however,  to  put 
the  question*  whether  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  that 
the  paper  should  be  received.1 

Toe  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  unanimously. 
The  paper  was  then  read  at  the  table  by  the  clerk,  and 
was  the  same  as  that  presented  to  the  Lords.  (See  Lords 
Debate.) 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  as  the  House  wa^.now,  from  the  communication  which 
had  been  read,  in  possession  of  the  information  which  the 
Privy  Council  haa  rcfceived  from  the  examination  of  his 
Majesty's  physicians^  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  the  pourse 
which  to  liis^ajesty's  ministers  appeared  the  most  proper 
to  be  pursued,  unaer  tlie  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
present  case.  He  was  persuaded  tliat  a  most  melancholy 
impression  had  been  made  on  the  House  by  theartswer  of 
all  the  physicians  to  the  first  question  which  had  been  put 
Co  them,  and  by  which  it  appea^;^  that  his  Majesty  was 
incapable  of  attending  to  the  public  business  of  the  realm. 
If  a  very  mehmchoTy  impression  was  produced  by  the 
answer  to  the  first  question,  a  very  considerable  consolation 
and  satisfiu^tion  must  be.  derived  from  the  information 
which  was  conveyed  to  ithe  House  in  the  answer  to  the 
second  question.  Every  man  who  thenMieard  him,  every 
loyal  subject  in  the  empire,  must  feel  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion  in  finding  that  there  was  an  unanimous  coucurrence  of 
opinion  in  aU  the  physicians,  of  the  high  probability  of 
his  Majesty's  recovery.  On  this  point  tne  sentiment  was 
nearly  the  same  in  the  answer  of  all  the  physicians,  although 
eic  pressed  by  some  in  terms  of  greater  confidence  than 
others  had  used.  Some  of  them  had  expressed  their  confi* 
dence  iti  terms  amounting  to  a  moral  certainty,  to  a  certainty 
as  gre^t  as  can  be  expressed  on  any  point  relating  to  the 
health  of  human  beings*    The  next  point  was  of.  nq  lesf 
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importance  to  tbe  fedings  or  the  happincn  of  thceoiiiihfy« 
tuD  Ibe  circmiutance  of  hit  Majoty's  wtooray.  It  haa 
beeoi  their  iinaoiraoas  opinioiij^  that  it  was  probable  that  ha 
would  veooTer^  in  such  a  taaimer  ae  to  be  again  fit  fot  tho 
dischaffge  of  public  business.  The  answoa  of  tone  of  tlio^ 
physickmsy  particularly  Docton  Hcberdn  and  BaiUiey  warn 
irerj  imporUnt  upon  that  point.  Dr.  HebadeQ  formed 
his  opinion  of  a  complete  recorery  from  the  prasent  iote» 
yrity  of  his  Majesty  s  faculties ;  and  Dr.  Baittie  stated, 
that  the  grounds  on  which  he  rested  his  opinion  werei  a 
cooeideration  ofthesjrmptoms  of  his  Majesty's  present  dw* 
order,  and  of  that  with  which  he  was  uMrmeriy  afflicted ; 
as  also  from  theie  being  no  failure  of  his  fiiculties,  juid  from 
the  unimpaired  state  of*  his  constitution.      Upon    thoso 

{rounds  tne  House  had  a  very  reasonable  foundation  for 
oping:  <uid  expecting  a  complete  recovery.  The  next 
pomt»  'which  was  of  rreat  importance  for  tlie  conslderatioa.' 
of  the  House,  was  the  probaUa  duration  of  the  mahdy. 
Upon  this  point  the  physicians  bad  cKpiessed  tbcnselves 
with  that  degrae  of  caution  and  reserve,  which  it  is  proper 
far  proftssional  men  to  use  in  almost  eveiy  case  of  sevefo- 
mahdy.  As  to  the  question  respecting  tlie  general  aaocbd*- 
ment  of  his  Majesty's  health,  the  answers  were  highly  satis*. 
fiictory«  This  was  a  question,  which  in  the  cjrciunstances 
of  (he  pvesent  malady  it  was  conceived  necessary  to  put ) 
alifaough  in  the  examination  of  the  physicians  in  17)M,  it 
was  conoeivi^  unnecessary.  The  reason  of  the  difiersnea 
was,  that  in  1788  no  symptom  pf  amendment  had  been 
discovered  at  tiie  time  of  the  examination  of  the  physicians* 
This  additional  question  had,  however,  been  answered  in 
the  most  satisfiu^tory  manner.  Dr.  Reynolds  said  that  bis 
Miyesty' was  better,  and  that  yesterday  be  had  been  fuU  as 
weU  as  he  had  been  any  day  that  he  had  had  the  honour  to 
attend  him  during  his  present  illness.  Sir  H.  Halford  had 
said,  there  was  a  very  considerable  amcm^roent,  ahhough 
his  Majesty  had  in  his  bodily  health  been  somewhat  worse 
than  on  the  preceding  day :  this  bodily  ailment  was^  how* 
ever,  coaceived  as  merely  temporary,  from  which  it  was 
probable  that  he  was  now  recovered.  The  answers  of  the 
physicians  hdd  out  a  pleasing  psospect,  and,  he  might  say, 
almost  a  moral  certainty  of  his  Majesty*s  recovery.  They 
hdd  out,  not  only  tlie  strongest  hopes  of  his  recovery,  but 
that  his  recovery  would  be  complete,  and  that  he  would 
vgain  the  iull  vigour  of  his  mind,  and  be  again  able  to 
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dimsi  bis  miteiution  to  the  important  interests  of  the  realm,' 
ITiider:  those  circuiiKtanoeSy  and  'with  the  information  then' 
befoie  them,  it  vas  for  the  House  to  consider,  whether  they 
would  immiediately  proceed  to  take  steps  for  ^applying  the 
imcahoy  which  now  exists  in  the  executive  power;  or 
whether  they  wowid  not  think  it  better  to  wait  a  short 
time  loneer,  and  alh>w  some  farther  intervat  to  elapse  in 
hopes  of  liis  Majesty's  reeovery.  These  were  the  questions* 
to  be  sufamitteato  the  consideration  of  the  House;  and 
in  stating  that  these  were  the  questions  for  their  considem- 
tion,  be  must'  albw  that  the  situation  they  were  placed  in* 
was  most  calamitous.  It  was  a  situation  in  which  there  was 
no  choice,  but,  among  eyiis,  which  was  the  least.  There 
was  no  alternative  but  between  evils.  In  such  a  situation* 
he  could  not  presume  that  he  could  recommend  any  course 
which  shoula  be  absolutely  free. from  objections;  but  he 
still  Mt  it  his  duty  to  state  to  the  House  that  line  of  conduct 
which  appeared  to  his  Majest^r's  ministers  to  be  most  for 
the  digmty  of  the  House  and  the  interests  of  the  people.  It 
was  his  duT^  to  recommend  to  the  House  to  adjourn  for 
another. period  of  fourteen  days.  Should  the  House  agree 
id  this  suggestion,  this  period  would  be  of  the  utmost  im- 

Srfmoe*  He  should  wish  to  ^ive  as  much  time  for  hia 
ijesty^s  recovery,  as  was  consistent  with  the  interests  of 
fh(%  community ;  but  if,  at  the  end  of  the  ensuing  period  of 
fofurteeh  days,  the  amendment  in  his  Majesty *s  health,  should 
nofttbe^such  as  to  promise  a  very  spee»dy  recovery,  heshould 
then'b^  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
cmmtiy  that  no  more  time  should  be  lost,  but  that  parlia- 
ment should  iraniediatdy  proceed,  to  take. some  steps  to' 
fvipply  the  vacancy  in  the  executive.  Having  stated  that 
ii  wflis  his  intention  to  move  for  an  adjournment  for  fourteen 
da>'B  longier,  lie  thought  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
answer. Ihe  objections  which  he  could  not  but  anticipate  to 
thismoCion.  It  .might  be  said,  that  the  course  now  pro* 
posed  was  contrary  to  the  precedent  of  1788,  and  to  the 
iiuiy  of  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  precedent  of 
1788,  it  must  have  been  very  much  misconstrued  and  ill 
applied  by  those  who  suppc^ed  that  it  was  to  govern  the 
ppnent  casein  all  its  circumstances.  The  House  had  on 
that  occasion  proceeded  to  an  inquiry  of  its  own  ;  but  they 
tiien  proceeded  on'  very  different  grounds  from  that  on 
which  the  present  case  rests.  If  it  were  only  wanting^  to 
pcovide  for  the  due  support  of  the  executive  for  a  time,  and 
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for  an  interval  which  would  probably  be  yery  shorty  the 
House  m%;ht  be  cautious  in  adopting  measures  which  would 
virtuallj  and  in  efiect  dethrone  the ICing  for  a  certain  time. 
The  suddenly*  reiuoVing  the  authority  into  other  hands^ 
would  in  oommon  sense  and  in  common  parlance  produce 
the  eflkct  of  a  tempomry  dethronement  of  the  Sovereign. 
If  the  House  in  1788  ordered  an  examination  before  a  Cmn* 
milteeof  its  own,  it  was  because  it  was  necessary  to  guard 
its  proceedings  with  the  most  authentic  forms^as  there  was 
at  that  time  no  symptom  of  amendment  .in  his  Majestjr's 
health,  nor  any  hoptt  held  out  of  his  speedy  recovery*  It^ 
was  in  this  respect  that-  thecases  were  not  analo<4ous»  and 
tiiat  therefore  it  was  not  neeessary  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of 
the  precedent  of  1788.  It  would  be  well  to  examine  the 
tarmbation  of  the  inquiry  which  the  Hoose  then  thought 
it  necessary  to  make*  Afler  proceedings  had  been  gomg 
on  for  nearly  three  months  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  ro^ 
gency  bill* had  actually  been  passed  through  that  House, 
and  had  been  sent  to  a  Committee  in  the  House  of  LonJs,' 
when  the  Lord  Chancellor  rose,  and  stated  the  aihendment 
in  his  Majesty's  health.  This  bare  statement  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  produced  an  adjournment  for  five  or  six  days ; 
and  upon  further  statements  of  the  Chancellor,  the  further 
considenitionofthfebill  wassuspended  for  nearly  three  weeks, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was  tbund  to  be  unnecessary.  He 
did  not  mean  to  represent  that  the  amendment  in  his  Ma* 
mty^s  health  at  present  was  as  great  as  that  which  Lord 
Thurlow  had  then  to  announce  to  the  lords;  but  still,  in 
pointing  out  the  difference  between  the  two  cases,  he 
thought  be  had  sufficiently  shewn  that  there  had  been  no 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  precedent,  although  the  strict 
letter  of  it  had  been  defparted  from*  He  ihougnt  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  not  to  confiue  themselves  to  the  mere 
letter  of  that  precedent,  but  to  exercise  an  honest  and  en- 
lightened discretion  upon  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
which  was  then  under  their  consideration.  As  for  his  part, 
the  best  discretion  which  he  cct^ld  apply  to  the  case, 
prompted  him  to  recommend  to  the  Hou^e  to  adjourn  for 
another  period  of  fourteen  days,  and  he  shouFd  conclude  by 
moving  accordingly-— that  the  House  do  adjourn  to  this  day 
fortnight. 

Mr.  WhUbread  had  heard  before  he  came  down  to  the 
Rouse,  that  it  was  generally  understood  that  his  Majesty's 
qunisters  intended  to  move  for  an  adjournment  for.  another 
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fortnight :  but  until  he  had  heard  the  report  of  tha  phyii- 
cUuis  read«  he  did  not  know  how  to  creait  it.  As  to  the 
production  of  the  report  by  the  riffht  hon*  Kcietar^  (Mr. 
Kyder),  he  was  glad  that  ^  right  lion,  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Tierney)  had  not  sufiinw^  it  to  be  pfaiced  on  the  table 
withoot  some  ofaservationp.  If  there  were  many  things  in 
the  precedent  of  1786  which  otght  to  be  attended  to  for 
the  sake  of  beine  followed,  there  weie  many  other  parts  of 
of  it  which  onffit  also  (o  be  attended  to  for  the  purpose  of 
being  ayoided.  The  first  thing  which  appeared  firom  the 
examination  of  the  physicians,  was,  that  his  Majesty  was 
incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  the  executive  power ; 
and  the  incapacity  was  of  that  nature  which  the  great  loid 
Camden,  who  was  president  of  the  council  in  1788,  then 
exprened  by  saying,  that  ^*  the  whole  fanctions  of  the 
executive  were  suspentled/'  Prerions  to  the  first  <ky  of 
the  meeting  of  paniament  since  the  present  incapacity  of 
the  exectttire,  the  minister  had  sent  notice  to  a  certain 
number  of  his  own  frieqds,  tliat  such  a  meeting  wouU  take 
place ;  but  no  notice  of  that  sort  was  sent  generally  to 
'  aaembere  of  parliament,  or  to  those  who  were  supposed  to 
be  politicaUv  hostile  to  the  mmister*  On  the  next  meet* 
ing»  the  rignt  bon.  jgentleman  oroposed  an  adjournment 
of  fourteen  days,  andhe  peisaailed  the  House  to  agree  in 
the  motion,  by  then  stating  to  them  that  his  Majerty  was 
in  a  progrcfsiTe  state  of  amendment.  The  right  hbn. 
gentleman  now  lepcated  the  same  consobtory  statements, 
but  be  could  not  believe  that  he  was  sufi'ciently  founded  in 
his  assertions.  On  the  former  night  he  had  expressed  his 
opinion,  tliat  it  would  be  better  for  tlic  Uouse  to  adioum 
from  day  to  day.  If  that  opinion  had  been  adopted,  the 
House  would  have  probably  made  some  progress  by  this 
time  in  preparing  such  steps  as,  should  his  Majesty's 
illness  continue,  it  wouM  be  necessary  ultimately  to  resort 
to.  It  was  a  circumstance  very  remarkable,  that  on  the  bst 
day  of  meeting,*  and  perhans  at  the  veiy  moment  when  the 
right  bon.  sentJeman  (Mo  Perceval)  was  assuring  the  House, 
tl^t  his  Bbjesty  was  in  a  state  of  progressiye  amendment, 
the  disorder  of  his  Majesty  had  taken  a  turn  for  the  worse, 
and  the  rerj  next  bulletins  stated  him  to  be  worse.  As  to 
the  bulletins  themselves,  he  would  wish  to  know  whether 
they  spoke  tlie  real  opinions  of  the  physicians,  or  whether 
they  did  not?  If  they  did  tatot»  it  was  a  base  and  iafiimotts 
deluskMi  on  the  public ;  but  ^  they  did  speaic  their  real 
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opinions,  bow  did  it  happen  that  their  opinions,  expressed 
io  the  bulletins  of  last  Thnnday  fortnight,  were  so  Terjr 
diffierent  from  their  opinions  as  stated  to  the  House  on  that 
day  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  He  could  not 
avoid  enterinflt  his  protest  against  some  part  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Priyy  Coulicil ;  but  he  could  not  receive  much  infor« 
roation  from  that  part  of  their  report  which  stated  that  his 
Majesty  was  better  now  iban  he  had  been  for  the  last  ten 
days.  It  did  not  from  that  appear  whether  he  was  not  now 
much  worse  than  he  was  on  this  day  fortnight,  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  that  he  was  in  a  state  of 
progressive  amendment,  and  when  the  House  upon  such 
statement  conisented  to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight.  Not  being 
able  to  imagine,  from  any  statements  yet  l>efore  the  House, 
that  his  Majesty  was  likely  soon  to  recover  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  executive 
power,  he  could  not  avoid  opposing  the  proposition  of  the 
right  bouourable  gentleman,  and  proposing  that  the  Hdnse 
ofConimons  should  examine  the  physicians  by  a  Committee 
of  its  own.  If  the  House  of  Commons  had  on  the  former 
occasion  adjourned  from  day  today,  this  examination  must 
have  taken  place  before  now.  Much  had  l)een  said  of  the 
delicacy  due  to  the  Kingj  but  it  must  be  recollected  that 
delicacy  was  also  due  io  the  Constitution.  Were  his  Ma* 
jestv  recovered,  he  would  himself  say  that  the  delicacy  due 
to  him  personally  was  not  to  supersede  the  delicacy  and 
lespect  which  was  due  to  the  kingly  office;  and  that  there 
was  nothing  which  the  House  should  be  more  solicitous 
dbont,  than  preventing  that  from  falling  into  dbrepute. 
He  should  ask,  what  was  the  present  situation  of  the 
country  ?  Was  there  a  seat  of  justice,  or  a  fountain  of 
mercy  ?  Could  an  army  be  sent  on  a  foreign  expedition, 
or  could  an  army  be  recalled  ?  Could  a  culprit  receive  the 
royal  mercy,  or  could  he  be  legallv  executed,  when  the 
fountain  of  mercy  was  dosed  up  i  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
n)an  had  endravoured  to  frighten  gentlemen,  by  talking  of 
ihe  King  being  dethroned.  He  should  have  considmdy 
that  to  take  the  crown  from  the  constitution,  was  still  worse 
than  the  personal  dethh)nement  of  a  king.  This  was  a 
situation  of  the  country,  in  which  more  than  at  any  other 
time  the  executive  ought  to  be  in  its  full  vigour.  A  week 
at  the  present  time  might  bear  a  load  under  which  centuries 
would  nave  staggered.  If  the  Commander  inJChief  in  Por- 
togal,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  home,  weretodiey 
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haw  could  their  places  be  supplied  ?  If  ministers  should 
do'  any  thing  to  deserve  the  reprehension  of  parliament, 
who  was  to  be  addressed  ?  As  to  the  deibronement,  who 
would  sav  that  George  the  First  and  George  the  Second 
were  deturoVicd,  when,  in  their  absence  from  England, 
vpgents  were  appointed  ?    If  ministers  might  be  permitted 

*  tp  do  every  thing  in  the  roy«l  name,  and  by  the  royal 
Wtborify,  the  miiiit>lcrs  would  be  themselves  ihe  regents. 
iks  to  the  precedent  of  1788,  lord  Thurlow  announ(^  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  not  his  Majesty *s  amendment,  but  his 
convalescence,  and  in  a  short  time  after  his  recovery  was 
complete.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  cure  might  be  im- 
pedra  by  parliamentary  discussion  ;  but  the  fact  was,  that 
long  debates  had,  however,  not  prevented  his  recovery  on 
the  former  occasion.  It  must  he  recollected,  that  on  the 
former  occasion  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  minister,  who  certainly 
did  at  that  time  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  House  and  tne 
country  to  an  uncommon  degree ;  but  he  would  ask  the 
present  ministers,  did  they  assume  for  themselves  as  great  a 
s|)ace  in  the  confidence  of  the  country  as  Mr..  Pitt  then 
enjoyed  ?  It  would  have  been  wiser  if  the  parliament  of 
that  day  had  enacted  provisions  to  guard  against  the  recur- 
rence ot  this  exigency.  Two  instances  had,  however,  since 
4x:currcd,  that  of  180),  and  of  1804,  in  each  of  which, 
from  personal  delicacy  to  the  Sovereign,  no  steps  were  taken 
lo  protect  the  country  in  case  of  a  recurrence  of  a  similar 
case.  In  the  year  1788,  his  Majesty  was  in  the  full  yigour 
of  health;  and  afterwards  met  his  parliament,  and  shewed 
bimself  tiublicly  to  his  subjects.     He  went  publicly  to  the 

'  metropolitan  church  of  England,  to  return  thanks  for  his 
lecoveiy.  After  the  visitation  of  1801,  he  also  <^ppeared 
publicly,  and  continued  to  be  accessible  to  his  subjects, 
until  his  sight  was  afiected.  After  that  he  ceased  to  be,  as 
before,  accessible  to  his  subjects,  and  therefore  must  be 
supposed  to  have  been  more  in  the  power  of  his  ministers  than 
at  any  Ibrmer  period  of  his  life.  Under  all  these  circum* 
stances,  he  could  hafdiy  conceive  it  possible  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  should  be  successful  in  bis  present 
motion.  He  could  not  believe,  that  after  the  uneasiness  in 
the  public  mind  the  day  after  the  last  adjournment,  another 
adjournment  <;ould  be  agreed  to  on  a  similar  statement. 
He  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  motion,  and  to 
propose  such  measures  as  would  facilitate  the  adoption  of 
the  steps  necessary  to  support  the  executive,  if  such  steps 


NOT.  99.]  HIS  XAJSSTY*S  I9D19POSITIOK.  6^ 

should  altimatelj  ajPP^r  uuaToidable.  He  could  hardly 
suppose  it  pofisible  m  his  Majesty  soon  to  be  recovered  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  accumulation 
of  business  which  hb  iUness  must  produce*    With  every  ^     j 

feeling  of  delicacy  to  the  person  of  the  Soyereign«  but  still  ^     I 

inpre  toHhe  kingly  office  and  to  the  constitutioii,  he  &It  it  i 

his  duty  to  negative  the  proposition.  .      •     '        j 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  thought,  that  whatever  the  House  | 

^ight  think  it  proper  to  do  umler  the  present  cif cumstances, 
they  were  bound  to  regulate  themselves  )>y  a  consideration 
of  what  was  due  to  his  Majesty  personally,  as  well  as  what, 
mras  due  to  the  safety  and  wel&re  of  the  country.  In  fitct,. 
these  considerations  were  one  and  the  same,  inasmuch  as  the 
same  duty  that  enjoined  them  to  attend  to  the  feelings  and 
iateresls  of  his  Majesty  was  equally  binding  on  th^  with 
regard  to. the  security  of  the  country.  They  could  not 
violate  or  n^lect  the  duty  they  owed  their  Sov^eign,  with- 
out at  the  same  time  viojfating  or  n^lecting  their  duty  to 
their  country ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  vi(date  or  neglect  the 
duty  they  owed  their  country,  without  bein^  g^^^y  <>f  & 
breach  or  neglect  of  their  duty  to  their  Sovereign.  He  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  the  situation  in  which  the  House  was 
unfortunately  placed  was  no  doubt  difficult  and  embarrass- 
ing ;  and  he  was  confident  that  in  such  a  situation  every 
man  would  feel  a  just  consideration  for  those  who  may 
diSer  from  him  in  opinion,  and  look  without  suspicion  or 

Eiejudice  to  the  line  of  conduct  they  may  fed  themselves 
ound  to  pursue.  This  was  the  more  necessary,  becsuse 
one  great  principleof  action  with  the  House  on  this  occasion 
shoiud  be,  that,  as  their  afissembling  was  altogether  anoma- 
lous, they  should  not  proceed  to  any  act  which  the  neces> 
sity  of  the  case  did  not  call  for.  They  were  in  duty  bound 
to  da  whatever  was  necessary ;  but  &rtber  than  that,  they 
could  not  with  propriety.  The  hon.  gentleman,  who  had 
just  sat  down,  had,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  his 
general  argument^  strongly  stated'  the  great  public  incon* 
veniencies  under  which  the  country  at  present  laboured ;  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  deny  the  existence  of  such  incon- 
veniencies.  But  the  question  really  was,  whether  the  in«  . 
>conveniencieB  to  which  the  country  would  be  exposed,  if 
that  hon.  gentleman  could  persuade  the  House  to  adopt  the  ^ 
course  he  recommended,  would  not  be  much  greater  ?  His 
right  boQ.  friend  had  truly  stated,  that  the  House  had  but  a 
balance  of  difficulties ;  whereas  the  hon.  gentleman,  in  his  state- 
VoL.  L— 1810.  K 
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meiiti  lipMlred  to  htte  gMe  rttihtr  furtber  than  fbe  pie* 
tiedent  or  1 788  woaM  .Warrant.  If  the  iRoofunmieneies  wore 
such  as  to  leave  the  Houie  no  opfiotti  but  to  proceed  to  take 
iiieastireft  fer  rapplymit  the  deffttency  in  the  execatiire : 
hctW)  he  would  aur,  eouM  the  parliament  hare  been  justified 
in  1788,  in  aulferBi};  three  or  four  months  to  elapse,  DrithoQt 
completing  such  measurei  at  the  conclusion  of  eten  such  Ik 
kmg  period  f  It  wm  true,  thot  was  a  time  of  peace  ;  and 
tha  ^ountty  was  not  Uien  preised  t^  such  momentous  dffi* 
oulties  as  at  presttst,  if  nnfortunatelj  the  King's  illnesa 
riiottM  continiie  for  tfie  same  length  of  time.  But  if  tbt 
argument  were  good  at  all,  it  wonki  preclude  that  Houae 
ft^  resorting  to  tbe  course  proposed  by  the  hon.  j^entle* 
man.  Without  wishing  at  alt  to  go  at  anjr  length  mto  a 
nview  of  the  ineoofwiencies  on  tbe  other  side,  he  might, 
he  suppoted,  be  peh^itted  to  advert  shortly  to  some  of 
them*  There  was  certamly  no  reason  to  stpprehend  that 
the  illustrious  Person  who  would  most  likely  be  appointed 
regent  would  adopt  toy  measures  that  woula  not  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  countty ;  that  any  rash  or  ill-advised  steps 
would  be  taken  under  his  government :  «8till  it  was  possible. 
(Beat!  hear!)  He  CQUld  certainly  conceive  it  possible 
that  a  regent  may  be  advised  to  take  measures  to  overset  the 
whole  sh^em  of  fbreigh  and  domestic  policy,  by  which  the 
pite«nt  ^veteign  had  govemed  these  realms,  i Hear  I 
%eat  I)  In  such  a  case,  he  wotild  ask  any  man  whether 
MCh  a  change  of  system  would  not  be  ati  inconvenience  F 
Would  it,  he  Would  ask,  be  no  inconvenience,  if  the  R^ent 
were  to  be  advised  to  change  Uie  whole  foreign  system  by 
which  tlie  affiiin  of  this  nation  1)ad  been  adminiatered,  to 
wltltdraw  our  army  from  the  Peninsula,  and  refbse  all 
further  support  to  opain  and  POitugal  ?    He  had  stated  this 

5>ossil>le  case,  only  io  sh^W  that  the  other  side  of  the  ques^ 
ion' had  also  its  mconveniencies.  -  But  the  hon.  gentleman 
appeared  to  him  to  have  animadverted  in  stron^r  terms 
than  they  merited  upon  the  situation  in  which  hfai  Majesty's 
sertents  were  placed.  That  situation  was  such^  that  they 
hM  nothing  to  consider  but  how  they  should  best  perform 
their  painful  duty ;  a  situation  from  which  they  could  not 
be  l^lieved,  until  a  sufficient  authority  should  happily  be 
fe«estabtished  to  continue  or  dispense  with  their  further 
services.  Under  toch  cirdumstances,  then,  it  was  absurd  to 
iuppose  that  any  man  would  advise  the  House  to  do  any 
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thing  bat  wlnt  the  QeoMity  of  IhecaMiMjp  noHin^  Am  (d 
what  had  been  mid  bj  the  ban,  gaBllnuaii  •I  Ihe  chiMe 
irbicbtaok  place  subseqiiiliil  to  the  sltleracni  of  b»  right 
boa.  firiend  preTiooftly  to  tba  but  adjoiinuaaBt»  whiob  9late^ 
neat  tbe  boo.  member  leeoied  to  insiiMiate  had  bom  aiade 
wUb  a  riev  to  Dtaoliie  a  deoapliaa  oa  that  Houa^  bis 
obaervattoat  mi|pt  hw9  soaie  weii^it,  if  bit  right  boa* 
fiiead  bad  ia  this  inataace  gioaaded  hu  laotioa  of  ad« 
joummeatcm  hip  own  penoaal  eaiaaiintioa  of  the  Kiag*e 
pbj&iciaai*  But  his  fight  boiu  ft  lend  propeaad  oo  ataeb 
prooeodiiig,  hie  motioa  being  foioided  apoa  a  nioia  aa« 
thcntie  doc«neat*-theIepol!^  apon  oath,  of  tbe  pbjsiefaun 
aiade  to  tbe  Privy  Ckianciu  Tbia  report^  be  was  confidciiti 
whatever  opinioa  gentlemen  might  entmrtaia  ae  to  wlud 
pfaoald  bedoae,  miut  bate  been  beard  with  geoaeal Mtia^ 
fiictioa.  It  stated,  no  doubt,  that  bt«  Majmtjrwnsat  pca» 
sent  iaeapaUe  of  coming  in  pemea  to  his  parliameat,  qc  of 
atieiMiUiig  to  bfwiqem;  but  itaiMi  tiakd  thrt  his  imtova 
confideaitly  eicpe^ted,  as  well  as.  that  a  coasidemMe  aansdk 
meat  bad  already  taimn  piaee*  Upon  tbe  whole,  be  wasooci* 
TiBoed  that  the  report  fullv  jaatined  tbe  piopoaitioa  of  his 
right  boB%  frieodi  though  he  was  mady  to  adrnil,  that,  if  his 
ifiyesty's  health  should  net  be  Gonsidembl^  impc oted  a* 
the  end  ofa  fortauigbt,  it  would  tbea  be  aeoeseary  to  resort 
to  meaauna  fof  supplying  the  defieieaey.  He .  could  not 
be  pcaaaadodf  that  tbe  fteUn^i  of  tho  Houst  aad  of  the 
oemitiy  woubl  aot  be  inctioed  to  allow  soma  f aithei  time 
to  lelieTe  bis  Majestyi  in  a  state  of  leeovery^  from  tba 
aasiety  which  would  lesalt  Aooi  the  i^tatiea  of  Uus 
qnmtioa;  that  this  short  interfal,  tfaia  fair  pfey,  would  not 
beallowedtobisMfQSsty^  Of  that  a«y  meaaaM  would  be 
li^  which  wete  aot  actuaUy  neomsary. 

Jtfr.  PimamUgf  ee^toad^  that  the  fMtt  honcwableMh 
tkmaof  opposite  (the  ChaoqeHov  of  the  £Koha|aer)  had,  in 
the  arguments  he  uigsd  ia  support  of  tbe  qiumtion  of  ad^ 
jiNummeot,  staireri  Gompkteiijr  eiear  of  the  qnestipii  he  pro^ 
posed.  That  right  heku  geatkNOaii  bad  moved  thalioiias 
to  adyamro  iMf  a  fi[H:tekht^  bei»«isa  bis  Majtety'a  p^yaoiaba 
bml. mported  that  bis  Miyes^'s  maladr  bad  uadeii^Qne  an 
jMBMidmflati  Hid  thai  they  entertainea  a  ooAfideat  expecta^ 
taso  of  Mb  Miqesty's  ultimate  maewry.  For  bis  own  paft»  be 
weait>aked>te^  asiy  that  these  waaa  high  probabUit;^  of  bis 
Ifaqca^ViUsmile  iscofecy.  Bolthatwaa  nattheiqpaitiiao. 
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The  question  reaDywas,  whether  that  House  yna  in  that 
instance  as  fiiily  informed  on  the  subject  of  his  Majesty's 
llisease,  as  aocordinf^  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
it  ouifht?  or  whether  they  should  take  that  sort  of  cer- 
tificate which  the  report  of  the  phjrricians  amounted  to, 
from  fiilse  notions  of  delicacy,  m  the  ground  of  adjonm- 
jng  for  a  forthight  ?  Upon  this  subject  he  should  not  he- 
sitate to  assert,  in  the  presence  of  many  eminent  lawyers, 
that  this  document  constituted  no  constitntional  ground 
for  adjourning.  The  Privy  Council  was  a  body  unques* 
tiouably  of  great  weight,  of  considerable  dignity,  and  of 
hi^h  importance,  and  authority  upon  several  particular 
subjects.  But  there  was,  he  should  contend,  no  law,  Written 
or  unwritten,  which  gave  that  body  power  to  s«ippty  any  de- 
fect in  the  third  estate.  The  only  authority  the  Pnyy  Council 
possessed  or  could  constitutionally  exerciiae  in  such  a  case^ 
waa  to  inauire  into  the  capacity  or  imsapacity  of  the  So- 
vereign, tne  wearer  of  the  crown,  to  meet  his  Parliament, 
and  to  attend  to  the  public  business  of  his  kingdom*  If 
unfortunately,  upon  such  inquiry,  it  should  appear  that 
there  existed  not  sufficiient  grounds  of  conviction  as  to  the 
capacity^  the  Privy  Council  was  then  bound  to  present  in 
an  authentic  document  to  the  other  two  estates  of  the  realm, 
the  grounds  upon  which  they  ascertained  the  actual 
ipcapacity.  There  their  duty  ceased-^no  further  were 
they  aiitboriaed  to  pro(%ed.  Who,  he  would  ask,  had 
ever  read  in  any  book  of  authority  upon  the  law  or  consti- 
tution of  this  country,  that  it  was  the  duty  of,  or  that  itwas 
competent  to,  the  Privy  Council  to  proceed  to  supply  any 
deficiency  in  the  third  estate?  If  any  gentleman  thought 
so,  he  chsdienged  him  to  name  the  work;  or  to  shew  that 
the  Privy  Council  had  any  other  powers  than  to  inquire) 
and  present  the  resnit  of  ^at  inquiry  in  an  authentic  forni 
to  the  two  other  estates,  whose  duty  it  would  then .  beoome 
to  satisfy  themselves  as  toihe  fiict,  and  to  take  such  raea* 
suresas  the  existing  circumstances  might  demand.  Now 
upon  what  kind  of  evidence  was  it  triat  On  the  present 
occasion  they  were  required  to  rest  satisfied  as  to,  the 
propriety  of.  an  adjournment  for  a  fortnight  ?  Certain 
questbns  had  been  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  physiciaBS) 
tome  of  which  were  improper  to  be  asked  at  all;  and 
some  others,  a  proper  mling  of  delicacy  should  lutve 
prevented  frpm  having  been  iuquired  or  nraminffl  into 
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In  any  detailed  way  before  thcPriTyCoancil;  and  qpon 
the  answers  given  to  these  intertQgatories«  this  House  was 
Teqaired  to  agree  to  the  proposed  adjoumpient.  But  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  had*  argued,  that  the  House  was  not 
called  upon  to  institute  any  proceeding  upon  this  ground. 
Ihd  the  right  hon.  gentleman  then  call*  it 'no  pro^eding, 
^hat  when  one  of  the  estates  was  known  io  be  incapable 
of  exercising  its  coitstitutional '  functions,  the  others,  in« 
stead  of'dischargtng  their  duty  by  taking  steps  to  provide 
f6r  the  deficiency,  should  consent  to  ftdjourn  over  for  another 
fortnight?  The  duty 'the  two  remaining  estates  had' to 
perform  was^  in  his  mind,  of  the  highest  consequence  and 
of  paramount  importance.  *  Ttie  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  had  alluded  to  the  inconveniencies  'that  might 
resHlt  from  the  imraeillate  appointment  of  a  regent.  That 
-ai^ument,  however,  was  inapplicable  with  reference  to 
the  view  he  entertained  upon  the  subject.  It  was  by  no 
means  his  wish  to  recommend  the  immediate  appoint* 
ment  of  a  regent.  But  that  was  no  pftrt  of  fhe  present 
tjuestion.  What  the  House  had  upon  this  occasion  to 
•decide  upon,  was^  whether  it  would  hand  over  to  the 
Privy  Council  those  functions  which  dbnstitutionally  be- 
longed solely  to  itself?  And  upon  this  point  he  would 
contend/ th^t  if  the  House  should  now  refuse  to  inquire 
«icrely  because  the  Privy  Council  had  inquired,  it  would 
establish  this  principle,  tliat  the  Privy  Council  had  the  right 
to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  third  estate ;  it  would  make 
that  body  thedepository  of  its  exclusive  authority— it  Would  • 
establish  a  tribunal  unknown  to  the  constitution  and  the  law 
of  this  country,  by  delegating  in  such  a  way  to  the  Privy 
Council  those  powers  which  could  alone  belong  to  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  legislature.  Was  that  House 
prepared  to  consent  to  such  a  surrender  of  its  constitu- 
'tional  functions  ?  Was  it  ready,  upon  such  a  ground,  tind 
firojsi  false  notions  of  delicacy  towards  his  Majestj^,  to  de- 
fer having  recourse  to  those  preliminary  steps  which  were 
necessary  io  be  taken  before  they  could  adopt  those  ulterior 
measures  which  might  be  indispensable?  And  was  theHouse  to 
concur  in  this, when  it  could  not  be  certain  that  at  the  end  of 
the  proposed  adjournment,  from  the  continued  indisposition 
of  his  Majesty,  arid  the  pressing  emergency  of  affiiirs,  that  it 
might  not  be  compelled  to  precipitate  these  very  pre- 
liminary steps^  which  could  now  be  taken  deHbemiely^ 
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ud  tiiat  itt  a  mnner  too  of  which  they  might*  heveafter 
find  reason  to  repoat?  Gould  Hut  r^ht  bon.  gtntlemaii 
Wjr  ^bat  his  Miyesty  wa^  laoio  apprised  oftheesamioa* 
iim  which  had  already  taken  p4a^  before  the  Pfivj* 
Coaocil  thfn  the  remotest  inhabitant  of  the  north  pole  ?-«- 
"Would  he  say,  that  be  liad  thoucbt  it  his  duty  to  cxnu- 
iDuaicate  that  examination  to  his  So?eieign  I  And 
how^  he  would  adt»  could  th^  right.  lion,  j^tlemaa  coo*- 
jidcr  it  his  duty  to  communicate  any  inquiry  wUck 
^igbt  take  pbce  bQfcAe  a  Committee  of  that  House^  any 
joore  than  be  had  IkM  it  necessary  to  communicate  the 
inquiry  befom  the  Priry  Conncii?  But  the  right  boa. 
gentleman  bad  said,  that  on  this  occasion  the  House  had 
OiUy  a  choice  of  difficultiei.  '  Undonbtedlyj  the  fact  waa 
so* .  Yet^  under  such  circumstances,  it  must  be  obTioua 
thai  the  greater  evil  ought  to  be  avoided ;  and  the  lesser* 
.if  soother  alternative  could  be  resorted  to,  preferred.  Did 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  then  suppose  thattbe  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country  would  think  that  that  House 
had  adopted  the  lesser  evii»  by  an  abandonment  of  its  duty 
.i»agreeiog  to  the  adjournment;  and  avoided  the  graater, 
by  weUnrng  to  proceed  with  the  examiiiationy  as  a  preliraH 
aairy  step  towarda  utcerior  proceedings?  As  to  what 
the  other  right  bou<«  gentleman  had  said,  aa  to  the  incon- 
"^soience  tmU  may  result  from  the  appointment  of  a  r^fent, 
ia  overtufming  the  existing  system,  he  did  not  mean  to  med«- 
dla  with  that  question.  H^  could  not  presume  that  the  Regent 
OMdd  entertain  such  a  desiga ;  neither  could  bo  presume* 
that  iffaris  mjuisteia  should  be  ao  inclined,  or  so  aa  viae  the 
Rfgvnt,  the  twoHoascn  of  Parliament  would  allow  him  or 
,hna  mkiisters  to  do  what  was  wrong,  or  to  ndoipt  any  men- 
auBss  calculated  to  ii^ure  the  essential  intmsts  of  tho 
country.  ,Yet  the  aigument  of  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
fvoceeded  upon  an  assumption  that  the  Rq|ent,  bis  jtmiiistani* 
and  the  two  liousesof  Parliament,  wouldbeatt  equally  mady 
to  lesdrt  to  such  measures.  The  right  hosu  gentleoum  had 
also  spoken  c^tbe  painful  feelings  resulting  mm  the  situar 
tion  in  which  bis  Majesty's  aenranta  were  placed*  and 
irom  which  they  could  not  be  relieved  till  the  fimctiona 
of  tho  execntive  were  resioied*  and  their  reiignationa  cquM 
be  received*  '  But  waa  not  their  situation  of  their  own 
ishoosing?  Had  they  not  shown  tf)8maelves>  anxious  to 
obtam  tbase  situatiooa^  and  to  retain  them  too  ?  The  rigbt 
hon*  gentlemen  may*  however*  be  relieved  by  tendering  their 
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nrngtmAonn  as  tooa  as  bis  Majesty  sfiatl  have  so  iar  le-^ 
covered  as  to  be  in  a  state  to  accept  of  tbenu  He  lekHced 
to  find  by  the  repotti  that  there  ms  a  high  mobabiiity  of 
hb  Majesty^s  nltimate  recovery ;  bat  he  conla  not  fbreeai 
to  obaerTe,  that  all  the  physicians  who  had  exptessod  the 
most  confident  expectation  or  that  recovery,  had  also  state! 
that  they  coakl  not  form  any  definitive  opinion,  form  the 
nnoeiiainty  of  all  medical  pro^ostics,  as  to  the  probable 
lime  at  which  such  recxmry  shonld  take  place.  One  of 
the  physicians  even  had  saidf,  that  he  could  not  fonii  a 
conjeptnre  that  would  be  satisfiictory  to  his  mind  upon  the 
subject.  With  this  certainty,  flroi,  of  his  Majcsty^s 
illness^  with  the  uncertainty  of  the  period  of  recovery,  and 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  very  critical  situation  of  the 
country,  woald  the  House  abstain  from  making  the  pre- 
limiDary  inquiries,  from  fiilse  notions  of  delicacv  towards 
his  M^yesty  ?  '  The  right  boa.  gentleman  had  certainly 
admitted,  that  if  no  considerable  ameodmbnt  should  have 
taken  place  after  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight,  the  urgency  of 

Sihlic  afikirs  would  render  it  necessary  to  take  measures 
r  supplying  the  deficiency.  But  why  th|^  delay  iat 
taking  the  necessary  preliminary  measures  ?  It  would  cer« 
tainlybedisrespectml  to  the  Sovereign,  and  unconstitutional^ 
Co  attempt  to  supply  the  executive  without  a  previous  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  his  Majesty -s  health ;  and  why  hot 
Eroceed  to  make  that  inquiry  when  it  coold  be  maoede- 
berateiy  and  fully  ?  As  to  what  had  fallen  (Vom  the 
ntfht  hon.  gentleman,  respecting  the  dethronement  of  his 
llajesty  by  the  appointment  of  a  regent  to  govern  in  his 
name,  if  there  were  any  force  in  it,  then  aU  me  measures 
which  may  have  at  any  time  been  resorted  to  by  parlia- 
ment to  supply  the  deficiencies  occasioned  by  tune  or 
accident  in  the  executive,  must  have  amounted  to  a  de- 
thnmeinent  of  the  rcignine  sovereign,  a  proposition  too 
absurd  to  be  maintained:  If,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  admitted,  measures  for  estaUisbing  a  regency  sliould 
be  necessary,  in  case  no  amendment  should  take  place  in 
his  Majesty's  health  in  the  next  fortnight, .  why  should 
he  object  to  make  those  previous  inquiries,  to  expedite 
such  measures,  especially  as  in  the  existing  state  of  Europe 
no  man  could  tell  what  presshig  emergencies  may  ar^ 
within  that  period  ?  He  should  avoid,  on  that  occasiooi 
aU  question  tiM  to  who  should  be  regent^  though  he  did 
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not  tbink  any  doubt  could  be  entertained  as  to  the  person  >r 
bat  he  would  state  it .  as  his  opinion,  that  tlie  duty  of 
supplying  the  defect  of  the  executive,  whilst  it  may  please 
Profidence  to  afflict  his  Majesty  with  his  present  raalady, 
devolved  upon  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  theff  briefly  recapitulated  the  prin* 
cipal  heads  of  his  argument,  and  concluded  by  stating, 
that  he  should  oppose  the  adjournment,  as  no  man  could 
llave  supposed  tnat  a  longer  adjournment  than  for  a  week 
would  have  been  proposed,  whilst  a  Committee  would  be  ap- 
pointed to  exaipine  the  physicians  in  the  mean  time:  he. 
should,  tbei?efore,  divide  the  House  u|K)n  this  question ; 
and  also  upon  a  question  for  the  Appointment  of  a  Com* 
mitfee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  his  Majestyy  health,  if 
the  House  should  so  far  desert  its  duty  to  the  public,  as  to 
agree  to  the  adjournment. 

Sir  Francis  Burddtj  agreeing  as  he  did  in -many  of  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  bad 
just  sat  down,  and  diffisring  as  he  did  from  t]bat  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman as  to  the  right  or  the  power  of  the  two  Houses  of 
P^liament  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  executive, 
should  not  think  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty  to  his  con- 
stituents, if  he  omitted  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  concur* 
fence  in  Che  former,  and  of  his  disagreeing  from  the  latter*  He 
he  felt  all  the  delicacy  of  the  question ;  but  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  he  n^ust  discuss  the  subject  with  impartiality  towards 
the  people.  Whatever  he  may  feel  for  the  sufTerings  of  the 
King,  he  could  not  be  insensible  to  the  perils  of  the  Country, 
which  bad  now  been  for  a  month  without  an  efficient  exe- 
cutive, and  was  proposed  to  continue  for  a  fortnight  longer 
in  the  same  state.  It  was  to  him  a  strange  and  embarrass-  ^ 
inff  question,  who  were  to  supply  any  deficiency  which 
m^ht  take  place  in  the  exercise  of  the  functi(ms  of  the 
Crown.  He  knew  of  no  precedent  for  such  a  case  as  the 
present',  but  the  great  precedent  of  1688  :  when  James  II. 
by  his  gross  and  arbitrary  violations  of  the  original  contract 
with  the  people— whea  upon  his  abdication  the  throne 
became  vacant— and  when  the  right  of  filling  that  vacancy 
devolved  upon  the  people.  He  could  not  allow  that  any 
House  of  Commons,  still  less  a  House  of  Commons 
collected  together  by  siich  means  as  it  was  notorious 
that  assembly  was,  could  have  any  right  to  supply  the 
deficiency  in  the  functions  of  the  Crown.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsouby)  had^  in  his  mind, 
successfully  shewn  that  the  Privy  Coutxcil  had  no  right 
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to  the  poDcer  it  had  assumed';  and  that  vrbat  hiad  been 
o&red  to  the  Privy  Council  was  no  ground  for  a  par- 
liamentary priDoeeding,  and  still  less  for  a  proposition  to  con- 
tinue the  country  in  the  state  of  anarchy  in  ^hich  it  had 
hobn  for  the  last  montli^  (Hear !  Hear !)  The  evidence 
laid  before  the  House  was  not  such  as  would  be  received  in 
a  court  of  law  upon  the  most  uuimportant  question.  With- 
out imputing  biame  to  any  of  the  parties,  he  must  observe 
that  a  list  of  interrogatories  might  easily  be  so  framed 
as  to  extract  such  answers  as  the  inquirers  desired.  He 
did  not  meaii  to  impeach  the  characters  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentlemen  as  men ;  but  he  must  observe  that  as  minis- 
ters they  or  any  others  in  their  places  were  the  last  per- 
sons whose  opinions  should  have  weight  with  that  House 
upon'such  subjects.  Yet  it  was  upoii  the  flimsy  document  laid 
upon  the  table  that  these  ministers  called  upon  that  House 
to  grant  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  to  them.  (Hear ! 
Hear !)  Now,  if  this  were  to  be  the  case,  he  should  be  at 
a  loss  what  reply  to  make  to  his  constituents,  if  they  should 
ask  him,  why  that  House  had  suffered  these  right  hon. 
gentlemen  to  send  them  about  their  business.  He,  for  his 
part,  would  never  consent  to  grant  them  the  sovereignty, 
without  taking  any  measures  to  supply  the  deficiency, 
which -ought  to  have  been  taken  in  the  first  instance.  The 
hon.  gentleman  below  him  >(Mr.  Whitbread)  had  clearly 
shewn,  that,  independent  of  his  Majesty's  iUness,  the  people 
Iiad  bem,  for  a  very  considerable  time,  deprived  of  access 
to  him — ^that  they  had  not  been  allowed  to  approach  the 
Sovereign  with  their  petitions — ^tbat  the  right  of  peti« 
tion  bad  been  rendered  quite  a  farce — rand  that  no 
mail  could,  in  talking  of  that  as  a  right  in  -moderh 
HmeB,  preserve  a  grave  countenance.  Besides,  when 
he  adverted  to  the  advance  of  the  King's  age  since  the 
period  of  the  precedent  of  178S,  so  much  relied  upon,  he 
should  have  been  much  surprised  if  the  gentlemen  below" 
him  could  have  agreed  to  the  adjournment*  When  it  was 
broadly  stated,  that,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  that  and  the  other  House  of  parliament  had 
the  jpower  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  executive,  he  felt 
Gonsideiable  difficulty.  He  was  at  a  loss  as  to  the  particular 
mode  of  supplying  such  deficiency ;  but  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  they  could  not  continue  in  their  pi-csent 
state  for  any  time.  All  that  had  been  said  respecting 
ddicacy^  bad  to  his  mind  been  introduced  unfairly,  in 
arder  to  influence  the  feelings  of  member^  on  the  question  in 
ToL.  I.— 1810.  L  , 
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.  discussion.  It  was  abiurd  jto  talk  of  delicacy  upon  great 
public  occasions.  Delicacy  might  ifdl  suit  the  conver- 
sation of  a  tea-table  x  it  might  be  Tcry  fit  to  be  entertained 
towards  the  oUier  sex ;  but  in  private  ufe,  when  in  ordinary 
transactions  delicacy  was  talked  of,  it  was  only  anotbo: 
name  for  roguery ;  and  in  state  matters  the  law  and  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country  had  broken  in  upon  it.  Every  one 
knew  that'  several  great  officers  were  required  to  oe  present 
at  tbo  lyia^-in  of  the  Queen,  a  circumstance  which  in 

Erivate  families  would  be  in  the  last  degree  indelicate.   ^  Ha 
oped  be  should  never  hear  more  of  thb  delicacy.    The 
crown  and  the  person  of  the  kin^  were  whdly  distinct. 
The  laws  of  Encrland  knew  nothing  of  the  personal  in* 
firmities  of  the  King.     The  King,'  by  our  constitution, 
can  do  no  wrong;    never  dies:    and  if  ever  they  were  to 
.snfier  themselves  to  be  infloeneed  by  consideratums  derived 
from  his  personal  infirmities  upon  great  questions  ofstate^ 
there  wo^ldbean  end  of  the  constitution.  (Hsar  !  Hear !)  As 
io  the  precedent  of  1788^  it  was  a  precedent  to  be  avoided, 
not  imitated,  and  founded  upon  analogy,  or  without  reason* 
When  be  found  the  Yight  bon.  gentlemen  taking  only  to 
much  of  this  precedent  as  suited  their  pvesent  purpose,  be 
could  not  give  them  much  credit  for  their  candour,  or 
their  motives.    As  to  who  should  be  Regent,  he  would  not 
pretend  to  dictate  to  this  part  of  the  nation,  or  to  the 
nation  at  large;  but  he  should-  never  lend  his  sanction  to 
the  mischievous  practice  which  had  so  long  existed.      Be* 
tides,  the  times  had  been  greatly  altered  since  1788.  Then  we 
were  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  now  we  are  at  war  with 
nearly  the  whole  world;  then  France  was  impotent,  now 
^e  was  nearly  omnipotent;    then  our  revenue  exceeded 
enr  expenditure  one  million  and  a  half,  now  our  expenditnro 
isxoeeds  our  revenue  twenty  millions ;  then  our  debt  was  not 
more  than  three  hnndred  millions,  now  it  is  eight  hundred 
millions ;  then  we  had  recently  concluded  an  advantageonn 
commercial   treaty  with  France,  *now  our   commerce  in 
nearly   annihilated;    then  all  was  quiet,  peace,  tranquil* 
lity,  and  prosperity  ;  and  how  difierent  is  our  situation  at 
present !     How,  then,  could  they  dare  to  tell  the  people, 
that  after  a  month  of  anarchy  they  would  de^  their  doty, 
and  omit  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  save  thdr  iaUin^ 
pouniry! 

General  Matthew  supported  the  arguments  of  bi^  worthy 
friend;  and^  after  pronouncing  a  vehement  pliiliraic  againnt 
his  Sfajestj^s  ministers,  in  irtuch  he  repiesentea  theai  na  m 
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ut  of  8(Bcood*rete  lawyers  of  desperate  ambition,  without 
ability,  character,  respectability,  or  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  concluded  by  declariog  his  intention  to  vote  against 
the  adfoumment. 
^  Ijord  Milton  agreed,  that  the  adjoamment  for  a  fortnif^ht 
shonld  not  be  adopted  ;  bat  he  differed  with  the  preceding 
speaker,  as  to  many  of  the  reasons  which  be  had  assigned  as 
the  ground  of  his  opinion.  He  conceived,  that  from  the 
situation  the  country  was  in  from  the  suspension  of  the 

I  executire  branch  oi  the  constitution,  we  might  fairly  be 

said  to  be  in  a  state  of  republicanism ;  and  he  conjuired  the 
House  to  consider  in  what  a  predicament  they  would,  by 
Yoting  for  the  adjournment,  leave  the  country  for  a  fortnight 
lo^er.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  made  the  motiod, 
had  told  them,  that  if  in  tnat  fortnight  his  Majesty's  health 
was  not  very  considerably  amended,  some  decisive  measure 
must  be  adopted,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  chasm,  which  the 
psesent^afflictionof  the  Soverei^  had  interposed  in  the  con- 
stitution.   He  did  not  know,  till  the  present  moment,  how 

'  longtt  was  supposed  the  country  and  the  constitution  could  do 

without  a  king.  Thejr  had  now  been  one  month  without 
that  offioe  being  exercised,  and  were,  by  the  present  motion, 
desired  to  dispense  with  it  for  a  fortnight  more;  so  that 
sfac  wedcs,  it  seemed,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  hia  Majesty's 
ministers,  the  period  of  time  that  it  might  be  permitted  to 
be  dormant.  The  thing  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  laid 
on  the  table,  was  to  be  the  basis  and  authority  for  the  ac* 
quiescence  of  tlic  House  to  this  motion ;  but  he  denied  that  it 
was  the  report  of  tlie  Privy  Council ;  and  though  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  laid  great  stress  on  its  being  given  upon 

*"  oath,  yet  it  was  not  the  hest  evidence  the  House  had  it  in 

their  power  to  obtain. 
Sir  T.  Turton  spoke  on  the  same  side. 
3fr.  C.  W.  Wynne  thoMghi  the  House  ouj^ht  to  have 
the  most  authentic  testimony  of  the  state  of  the  King's 
health,  before  it  was  called  on  io  agree  to  such  a  motion. 
The  report  of  the  Privy  Council,  however  respectable  in 
itself,  was  not  the  best  evidence  that  conUl  be  obtained  ;  and 
in  matter  of  such  momentous  import  they  ougiit  not  to  be 
satisfied  with  any  other  evidence  than  that  which  was  given 
before  themselves.  He  then  adverted  to  ttie  difference  in  the 
situation  of  the  country  in  the  year  1780  and  the  present 
period.  We  were  then  in  a  state  of  profound  peace.  There 
were  nogenenls  to  appoint — no  dangets  to  menace  us.    W« 
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were  hew  at  war  with  a  most  powerful  and  inveterate  enemy; 
and  should  there  occur  a  necessity,  however  urgent,  of  send- 
iti^out  any  additional  force  to  lord  Wellington,  we  had 
not  the  power  to  do  it.  Neither  could  any  money  be  drawn 
from  tlie  exchequer ;  for  in  whatever  shape  the  call  came) 
it  would,  he  believed,  require  either  the  ugn  nianual  or  the 
privy  seal. 
'  Mt\  Batkurst  spoke  in  favour  of  the  adjournment ;  and 
Mr,  Adam  against  it. 

Mu  Wilberforce  said,  that  after  balancing  in  his  mind 
(every  consideration  which  lie  had  heard,  both  in  favour  of 
and  against  an  adjournment,  he'  could  see  no  reason  for 
voting  against  an  adjournment*— he  saw  no  real,  substantial^ 
specidc  injury  which  the  country  or  constitution  could  s^s• 
tain  in  his  supporting  the  adjournment,  and  therefore,  laying 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  he  could  consider  himself  warranted . 
in  so  acting. 

Mr.  Ftdler."^*'  I  never,  trimmed  or  juggled,  and  Til  not 
trim  or  juggle  now. — I .  vote  for  the  adjournment  on  the 
promises  of  Doctor  Baillie  and  Sir  Hennr  Halford,  honest 
men  as  I  know  them  to  be ;  and,  so  far  from  being  warped 
by  interest  on  the  pres«nt  occasion,  they  make  less  by  tfaieir. 
attendance  on  his  Majesty  than  they  would  by  their  at« 
tendance  on  the  public  at  large.  Those  gentlemeh,  those 
honest  men  say,  that  his  Majesty  has  at  present  force  of 
mind  and  body,  and  that -there  is  every  probability  of  his 
perfect  restoration  to  sanity  of  mind  and  body.  What 
would  we  have  more?  What  would  we  reason  on  in 
preference 'to  simple  facts — facts  stated  by  the  ablest  and 
mo9t  virtuous  men  in  the  nation?  Will  any  man  deny 
them?  .  Will  any  n^an  in  this  House  be  base  enough  to 
desert  our  poor,  good  old  man  in  his  adversity  f — Bless  me; 
from  that  most  poignant  of  all  afflictions!  an  affliction  to 
which  every  man,  from,  the  prince  down  to  the  subject,  is 
liable. — Bless  me.  Gentlemen,  (A  loud  laugh)  1  feel  for  my 
King  and  my  country — 1  never  gave  a  vote  against  my 
conscience— 1  say  it  on  my  oath — Now  let  you  who  laugh 
at  ine  say  as  much — I  never  voted  against  reform  ;  but,  to 
be  sure,  that  has  nothing  to  say  to  the  present  question* 
(A  laugh)  It  may  be  ridiculous^  gentlemen  ;  but  I  say, 
whoever  rats  now,  and  runs  away,  may  the  honourable  per«- 
son.to  whom  he  runs  not  receive  him!  Whoever  deserts 
the  old  King,  is  the  basest  of  human  beings,  of  human  crea« 
tnres  :   I  care  not  whether  he  be  prince  or  peasant :  ba  him. 
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prince  or  peasant  thiat  raisj  I  say,  Blow  him  from  this  Earth  ! 
I  shall  now  We  for  this  adjouniment ;  but  after  it^  in  case- 
the  King's  tecoveiy  is  not  compleie,  then  of  cooise  I  shall 
agree  to  other  measures.    I.  shall  do  what  the  nation  ex«. 
pects,  but  I  shall  not  desert  my  Sorereign  now ;  and  I  say, 
that,  man  is  base  who  would  adopt  a  contrary  line  of  coo- 
duct— ^it  will  be  mean  and  it  will  be  unworthy. 

A.lood  cry  of  Question  arising  here,  the  House  divided  on 
the  questiooj^  that  at  its  rising,  it  adjourn  to  thb  day  fort-* 
night. 

Aves     ......        23S 

Noes     .        -        -        *.      ...        129 

The  gallery  still  continued  clesed  against  strangers,  and 
another  division  took. place  upon  Mr.  Ponsonby's. motion, 
to  appoint  a  Committee  to  examine  the  physicians. 
Ayes     .......        IJ7 

Noes     -       -        -        .        -        -        230 


.HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,  DBCBMBEB    13. 
HIS   BIAJSSTY's   INDISPOSITIOlf. 

• 

The  Lon)  Chancellor  having  taken  the  woolsack  a  little 
after  five  o'clock,- 

The  Earl  of  Literpool  rose,  and  briefly  reminded  their 
lordships  of  the  declamtion  he  had  made  in  that  House, 
on  the  last  day  of  their  meeting,  that  he  should,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  adjournment,  make  some  further  motion 
respecting  the  future  proceedings  of  their  lordships,  con- 
oerning  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health,  should  no  such 
further  amendment '  take  place,  as  should  render  it  un- 
necessary to  move  any  thing  further.  Notwithstanding, 
the  amendmentof  his  Majesty's  health,  and  the  unanimous 
opinions  of  the  physicians,  which  had  been  given  in  favour 
of  a  speedy  recovery,  his  lordship  did  not  see  that»  at 
present,  that  desired  event  was  likely  to  occur  so  speedily  ^ 
as  to .  warrant  him  in  moving  any  further  adjournment. 
In  (bese  circumstances  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  submit  a 
motion,  leaving  it  and  other  consequent  measures  to  the 
justice  and  wisdom  of  noble  lords.  He  should  first  move, 
that  a  Committee  of  the  House  should  be  appointed,  con- 
^tXBg  of  twenty-one  lords,  to    examine  the  physicians . 

i 
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fa  attcncbuioe  on  the  Royal  penon^  and  to  vepbrt  Budk 
cnuninations  to  the  House. — ^Agreed  to,  nan.  eon. 

The  Earl  of  LmvYxw/ then  moved^  that  the'said  Gim- 
Biittee  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and  be  so  chosen  to- 
nioiTow* 

After  a  few  wordsj  in  a  low  tone,  from  the  Dnke  of  Nor«» 
folk,  relating  to  the  time  of  their  meeting,  the  &rl  of 
Liverpool  proposed  that  they  shonld  be  baUotted  for  to*mor* 
row  morniBg,  befiwe  the  usval  hour  of  business.  After 
their  report,  the  House  could  proceed  to  6uch  other  modea 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  pointed  out :  the  Com- 
mittee might  report  on  Monday. — Agreed  to,  neni,  con. 

The  Ewrlof  Lh^erpool  rose  again,  and  moved,  tliat 
the  Doctors  Reynolds,  Sir  H.  Halford,  Heberden,  Baillie, 
and  Willis,  be  orderol  to  attend  on  their  Lordships'  Com- 
mittee to>morrow ;  nml  such  of  them  as  might  be  in  per- 
sonal attendance  on  his  Majesty,  on  Saturday  next. — Agreed 
to,  nem»  con. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  moved,  that  the  House  should 
adjouni. — Agreed  to,  neni.  con* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   DBCBMBBR     l3. 
NEW  WRIT. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  tlmt  a  new  writ  be  issued  for  the 
county  of  Limerick,  in  the  room  of  William  Odeli,  Esq. 
who  since  his  election  has  accepted  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  Ineland. 

On  (he  question  being  put, 

Mr,  Biddulph  expressed  a  doubt  whether  the  House, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  at  that  moment 
assembled,  and  one  bnmch  of  the  legislature  being  unfor- 
tunately disabled  from  discharging  its  functions,  could  with 
propriety  issue  a  king^s  writ  for  filling  up  a  vacancy  in  that 
Jfouse. 

The  Speaher  said,  *it  becaraehis  duty  to  remind  thehon. 
member,  that  this  question  had  on  a  former  occasion  re- 
ceived a  most  ample  discussion,  and  that  the  House  had  then 
seemed  to  feel  most  unequivocally  and  universally,  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  fill  up  as  speedily  as  possible  every 
vacancy  which  might  hopp(*n  to  take  place  in  thereprr^ 
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•Batrfiaw  of  ibe  peopk  in  purlin^mt  He  beggtA  leairt 
abo  to  call  to  the  icooUection  of  the  hon.  memter  and  of 
the  Hoiue,  thai  the  writ  motcd  for  -mm  not  a  kill's  writ, 
bat  a  writ  which  the  Hoote  had  from  iia  owe  anihoritf  a 
fight  to  iflsue  npon  motkm  made  wheoefi^r  a  Tacaocy  in  tiit 
repieKatation  ^aay  ooonty  or  boroogh  ahoidd  teke  phoe* 
Voder  these  ciicnnislBiiocs,  he  had  no  donbt  the  hon.  mDni« 
ber  would  be  latitfied  at  to  the  propriety  c^iheynmai 
motion. 

Sir  Fraads  Bwrddt  laid,  he  conid  not  atoid  feding 
some  doubti  of  a  similar  natnie  to  those  of  the  hon*  geatkraan 
who  had  deferred  to  the  motion.  They  could  not  certainly 
call  the  present  assembly  a  Honse  of  ConnnonB^-4hey 
oertaudy  cotdd  not  call  it,  in  its  present  ctgcamstaiicesy  a 
House  of  Parliament.  It  became,  therefore  necessary  ton 
them  to  act  with  cantion  id  any  measures  by  which  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  filling  up 
vacaocite  in  the  representation  of  the  people  in  that  Hoose. 
Ue  adverted  to  the  act  which  empowen  the  Speaker  to  issue 
writs  during  the  recess  of  pariiament ;  but  he  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone,  and  theoonfasion  arising  from  the  great  over* 
flow  into  the  gallery,  made  it  impossible  for  ui  to  hear  his 
deduction. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  appealed  to  the  House 
to  recollect,  that  no  question  could  have  been  more  fully  or 
more  |;ravely  a^itatea  than  this  had  been  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to  by  the  Speaker ;  and  he  never  remembered  an 
occasion  in  which,  on  a  doubt  having  been  su j^ested  on 
9nj  point,  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been  more  uecisively 
expressed.  He  could  by  no  means  agree  with  the  hon* 
baronet  in  (be  doctrine  he  had  adopted,  that  they  were  not 
now  to  consider  themselves  a  House  of  Commons :  tliey 
most  assuredly  ought  not  to  esteem  themselves  as  any  other 
body  than  a  House  of  Commons :  the v  had  been  elected  to 
their  seats  In  that  House  by  the  voice  and  choice  of  their 
constituents ;  they  had  previous  to  the  last  prorogation 
been  legally  and  constitutionally  summoned  to  assemble  as 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  constituting  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legislature ;  and  though  by  the  unfortunate 
calamity  which  liad  befallen  the  counti^  in  the  so  much  'io 
be  lamented  malady  with  which  his  Majesty  was  at  pre- 
sent afflicted,  the  royal  authority  had  for  a  time  been  sus- 
pended ;  yet,  tliat  House,  as  a  branch  oi  the  legislature,  had 
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not  in  any  decree  been  deprived  olf  tbe  privileges  wkich 
were  inherent  m  it.      One  of  the  most  essential  of  those 
*    privileges  vms,  that  as  representatives'  they  should  lie  in  as 
perfect  a  state  as  possible.    The  argument  of  the  hon. 
baronet  went  a  great  deal  further  than  he  seemed  to  be  aware 
^.    If,  as  he  had  stated,  the  Hoose.  could  not  issue  any 
writ  because  of  the  temporary  disability 'of  the  executive 
power  to  perform  its  fonctionsy  the  courts  of  law  could  not 
issue  any  writ  or  process,  all  of  which  go  directly  in  tbe 
'Kiiig^s  name;  and  if  that  were  the  case,  nothing  could  be 
imagined,  more  melancholy  or  mischievous  than  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  empire.    But  this  was  most  happily  not  the 
case;  for  it*  was  well  known  to  be  a  vital  principle  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  Royal  authori£y'  never  ceases  for  a 
moment ;    and  that  House  having  been  smce  their  election 
assembled  repeatedly,  by  royal  authority,  their  power  must 
naturally  and  cpnstitutionally  continue,  notwithstanding 
any  jnrtial  suspension  of  that  r<?al  authority,  and  however 
much  it  was  to  be  lament^.      The  House  must  on  thd  pre* 
sent  occasion  consider  themselves  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people ;  and  as  such  it  became  their  duty  to  take  especial 
care  that  evei'y  thing  should  be  done  by  them  to  make  and 
keep  that  representation  as  perfect  and  complete  as  possible. 
«<— The  question  was  then  put  from  the  chair,  and  a  new 
writ  ordered  according  to  the  mption. 


ms  majesty's  iNni8PosiTio;<f. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  and  said,  that 
tvhep  ht  had  last  the  honour  of  presenting  liimself  to  the 
House,  immediately  previous  to  tne  motion  for  an  adjourn- 
ment^ which  took  place  this  day  fortnight,  he  had  then, 
from  the  statements  and  opinions  of  the  physicians,  and 
the  flattering  appearances  which  at  that  time  prevailed 
of  a  progressive  amendment  in  his  Majesty's  health, 
deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  urge  to  the  House  the  propriety 
oiP  adjourning  for  another  fortnight,  in  order  to  see  if  those 
fovourable  symptoms  might  not  in  that  period  render  it 
unnecessary  to  take  any  measure  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
which  the  unfortunate  malady  of  his  Majesty  had  caused  in 
the  constitutional  texture  of  the  three  branches  of  tlic  legis- 
lature. In  making  the  molion  which  he  then  submitted,  to 
the  House^  he  i;vas  impelled  to  do  so  from  a  well-founded 
confidence  that  in  the  course  of  that  period  his  Majesty^s; 
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health  ivould  be  so  far  restored  as  to  render  it  luy^eoesnrj 
for  the  otiier  branches  of  the  legislature  to  interfere  by  ma- 
king any  provision  to  fill  up  the  chasm  which  had  for  a  time 
so  unhappily  taken  phice  in  the  constitution.     He  had  at 
the  same  time  signified  to  the  House,  that  if,  in  the  coarse 
of  that  adjournment,  the  flattering  appeaiaoces  which  then 
predominated  should  not  effect  the  wished-for  alteration  and 
amendment  in  his  Majesty *s  health,  that  he  should  deem  it 
necessary  for  the  House  to  take  such  measures  to  supply  the 
present  want  of  the  Royal  authority  as  to  its  wisdom  should 
seem  most  proper  and  expedient.    It  was  now  a  painful 
task  to  him  -to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  House,  that,  though 
he  had  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  the  hope  of  his  B£i« 
jesty's  ultimate  recovery  from  his  present  unfortunate  ma* 
lady,  yet  such  was  its  present  state,  that  be  should  not 
think  of  proposing  any  further  adjournment  to  the  House. 
In  this  situation,   therefore,  no  such   favourable  change 
having  taken  place,  it  became  his  duty  to  propose  to  the 
House  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  as  appeared  to  him  to  be 
best  adapted  to  the  nature  of  tM  case.    In  doing  this  he 
should  endeavour  to  follow  precedent  as  closely  as  possible ; 
and  it  was  his  intention  to  submit  to  its  consideration  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  CSommittee  toexamine  the  physicians 
^ho  had  attended  his  Majesty  during  his  illness,  and  to 
make  their  report  thereon  to  the  House.    That  after  this 
Committee  was  agreed  io^  the  House  should  adjourn  to 
Monday,    when  it  would  receive  the  report.    That  the 
report  should  be  printed,  and  if  ready  to  he  delivered  to 
the  several  members  of  the  House  on  Monday,  the  House 
should  adjourn  to  Wednesday,  on  which  day  he  should- 
subsequently  move  that  the  call  of  the  House  should  take 
place;  that  the  House  should  immediately  afterwards  take 
the  report  of  the  Committee  into  consideration,  and  thereon 
proceed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  its  wisdom  should 
seem  most  fit  for  supplying  the  vacancy  which  the  unfor- 
tunate calamity  of  his  ^ajesty^s  illness  had  made  in  the 
constitution.     He  would  not  therefore  at  present  trespass 
longer  on  the  time  of  the  House  than  to  move : — 

**  That  a  select  Committee  of '  twenty-one  members  be 
'*  appointed  to  examine,  the  physicians  who  have  attended 
^^  his  Majesty  during  his  illness  touching  the  state  of  his 
^^  Majesty's  healtli,  and  that  they  report  the  same,  with 
"  their  opiniop,  tq  the  House." 

Vox!  1.— 1810.    •  M   . 


The  nMdort  bem^  tend  Ih^m  tlk€  Chmr,  wai  itminfnioafiljr 
igreed  to :  the  CammMee  coiiiMsts  of  the  mambers  follow- 
teg:— 

dffffU).  of tb^  Eiicii«qit«r  RU  TTon.  W.Wcilesley  Pate* 

Mr.  Snerettfty  Rydir  Sir  J.  Newport,  Burt. 

The  SfA9ley  ef  the  RoiU  Si?  W.  Soott«  Bnrt. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  6.  f^MMJby  Sank.  Whitfavefld,,  Eai). 

W .  Wtlberfcrce,  Bm.  Lord  Gi^tlereafrh 


Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  SkeriOan  Lovd  Miltoti 

Tb6  Aftomey^eneml  Rt.  Hon.  G.  Canninr 

W.  Adam,  Eicy.  Loid  John  Cawndtsh 

H.  LaseetlM^  Em|.  Ht«  Hon.  Hitey  Addington 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  Dundas  T.  Sherlock  Goocb,  Esq. 
Rt.  Hon.  6.  Tiernegr 

Mr*  WhUbread  compkiHied  of  the  mode  of  ptoceedlng, 
irbich  had  been  adopted  by  th^  Chaacellor  of  the  Eiiehe- 
qaer^  in  gtvinf  notice  to  certain  merabers  of  the  Hoase  of 
the  mode  of  proceeding  be  ra^nl  to  adopt  without  com^ 
aranieatiogthe  saine  to  emry  member,  as  bad  been  done  by 
Mr.  Pitt  on  a  former  sunilar  occasioB«  As,  however,  the 
ri|pht  hon»  gentleman  had  done  him  the  honour  to  nominate 
bim  as  one  of  the  Committee,  he  should,  if  that  nominatiea 
waft  approted  by  the  House,  make  a  point  of  attending  t^e 
duty  tben^by  asBigned  to  him. 

It  was  then  ordered^  that  tile  Committee  have  power  to 
send  ibf  the  fjiiysicians,  in  order  to  their  examination ;  to 
ad}oijrn  from  time  to  tiaoe ;  and  to  sit  a^ii  notwitlistaadiiii' 
aiiy  adjonrmnent  of  the  House.  That  no  member  should 
be  pefmiUed  to  attend  the  Committee  but  those  who  had 
been  nominated  thereon ;  and  that  five  of  the  said  Com^ 
mittee  be  a  quorum. 

Onkrpd)  also,  that  the  House  be  called  oVer  on  Wed* 
ne^y  next.«^Adjonmed  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

FRIDAT,  DECEMBER  14. 

Earl  Camden  reported  to  the  House  the  names  of  the 
noble  lords  who  had  been  chosen  on  tlie  Committee  for  ih^ 
examination  of  his  Majesty's  physicians,  and  for  reporting 
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to  ibe  Heme  tbe  tenaii  «f  ik«  nime.  The  ^mmm  vmp  Hi 
fi>Uow : — 

» 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Bishop  of  London 

Dnkc  of  Norfolk  Bad  of  Harrowbjr 

'    Archbishop  of  York  ILord  Viscount  Sidmotith 

Earl  of  Moira  Eail  Camden 

Lotd  Grenville  Earl  of  Westmotefamd 

Duke  of  Montrose  Marquis  of  Abercom 

Lord  Ellenboi^i]^  Earl  of  Backinghamsfarra 

Eail  Spencer  EarlPo^vis 

Marqimof  Lansdowne  !l&irl  of  Liverpool 

Lord  Eldon  Lonl  Redesdale 
Marquis  Wellesley 

Tht  Earl  of  Lherpool  then  n»«ed|  that  the  CoanMtlec 
alianld  meet  to-morrow  «t  twetfe  e^clock,  and  thai  eight 
he  a  ouorntD,  irith  privilege  to  adjourn  as  they  thouU 
Hiiok^. 

-  Mr.  ^orme  amounced,  thai  Dm.  Beymlds,  Hfeberdeii, 
and  Baillie  'were  ki  attendaBcei  «id  they  werettCDordingly 
called  m  and  sworn. 

Ihe  Emrl  cf  Licerpeol  osovedl^  dut  tftieir  kadshtpa  itoM 
adjoiini.*^Agraed  to^  nem*  een* 


'•-r 


UOmE  OF  COMMQ^N^ 

MONDAY,   DEC EHBRB  IT, 

Tie  Sfeaker  haying  laltf^  the  Qiair  at  j^bout  fiw 
o'clock) 

Mr.  fiimdas  brouj^ht  up  the  jreport  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  his  Mdjesty >  .Physiciws— }ie 
moved  that  it  should  be  read* 

.  The  Cbanedhr  of  tlu  Exchequer  observed,  that  ^.  the 
leport  was  vohusuoous^  if  thore  was  00  opposition  on  the 
jp^rl  of  the  .geaUemen  opppsite,  perhaps  it  -would  be  for  the 
iOonvenienoe  of  .^U  that  U  should  be  read  bHeflt  in  the  usu»l 
sMoner,  and  then  oideied  to  lieon  the  table  (Mr.  Ponspiiby 
liene  nodded  assent)  - 

The  xeport  was  thfen  tead  briefly :  ordered  to  fie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Jid  Chaaceihr  of  the  Ssehequer  then  rose  and  said,  that 
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wh^  he  had  last  offered  bis  sentiments  for  their  con&idera^ 
tion,  he  had  proposed  that  the'  present  delicate  subject 
should  come  under  discussion  on  Wednesday,  and  that 
there  should  be  on  that  day  a  call  of  the  House.  From  \^  hat 
badtajcen  place,  however,  in  the  Committee,  in  the  course 
of  the  morning,  he  was  induced  to  prefer  TburMky  for  the 
discussion.  lie  should  therefore  propose,  that  on  Thurs- 
day next  the  House  should  resolve  itself  iuto  a  Committee 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  nation,  and  that 
the  present  subject  should  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 
On  that  day  he  meant  to  propose  three  preiiminary  resolu* 
tions,  similar  to  those  propo^  oh  a  similar  emergency  in 
1788.  The  first  resolution  should  state  the  indisposition  of 
his  Majesty,  and  his  consequent  incapacity  to  exercise  the  • 
regal  functions.  The  second  should  state  the  obligation 
imposed  on  the  two  Houses,  to  provide  for  the  deficiency 
thereby  occasioned.  The  third  would  embrace  the  mannec 
of  such  provision,  and  this  he  should  submit  icf  be  done  by 
.tray  of  Bill.  It  vrould  also  in  his  opinion  be 'most  impor- 
tant, that  each  House  should  know  the  opinion  of  the  other, 
before  the  adoption  of  any  precise  definitive  measure.,    Oa 

/tliedtfy  which  he  bad  mentioned,  lie  would  &el  it  his  duty 
to  state  the  general  outline  of  the  measures  which  he  meant 
to  propose;  and  he  hoped  tlie  House  would  not  deem  it 
disrespectful  in  him  to  forbear  from  making  any  futther 
communication  for  the  present.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
^^  That  on  Thursday  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  the^State  of  the  Nation." 
On  the  motion  being  put, 

Mr.  l^onsonbv  stated  the  obli^tion  which  he  felt,  in 
common  with  the  Ifousc,'  to  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  for 
the.capdour  with  which  he  had  communicat^,  so  iar,  his 
proposed  course  6f  proceetHngs.  He  felt  also,  imposed 
npoii  himself,  a  n^essity  of  informing  the  House  what  were 
\\\h  sentiments  on  the  intended  resolutions.  '  With  respect 

'ici  the  first,  he  supposed  there  would  be  little  or  no  diffi- 
'culty— the  melancnoly  foundation  on  which  it  was  grounded  ' 

'  waF,'\inhappily,  ^oo  well  known,  to  prevent  unanimity  on 
the  subject.    As  to  the  second  resolution ;  on  that,  also,  no 
difference  of  opinion  would  be  likely  to  arise,  although, 
erhaps,*  some  might  think  some  amendment  necessary  to 
he  one  proposed  at  the  period  alluded  to.     But  whatever 

^  might  be  his  sentiments  on  the  two  first,  he  considered  it 
but  faiir  atid  candid  in  him  to  state,  that  the  third  should 
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haye  liis  most  decided  and  strenac^B  opposiiioo*  Siiioe^ 
however,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  thought  fit  to 
tell  theiTi  the  measures  which  he  had  it  in  his  coatemplation 
to  submit,  it  became  him  of  course  to  abstain  froip  aoy 
farther  observations.  Before  he  sat  down,  however,  he 
could  not  forbear,  dedaring,  that,  if  it  was  intended  to 
adopt  the  precedent  of  1788,  in  his  judgment,  it  was.  a 
proceeding  which  pould  not  be  imitated  without,  ofiering  a 
fundamental  injury  to  the  constitution  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sheridan  began  by  confessing  the  fairness  .with 
which  the  right  hon.  genUeipan  opposite  had  submitted 
his  intentions  to  the  House,  and  also  the  candour  with  which 
bis  right  bon.  friend  near  him  had  declared  his  sentiments. 
He^  for  his  part,  did  not  legret  that  a  delay  of  another 
day  was  to  take  place,  as  that  interval  might  afford  the 
Chauoeilor  of  the  Exchequer  an  opportnnity  of  more 
maturely  considering  the  propositions  which  be  meant 
finally,  to  submit.  (Hear  /  Hear !)  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  meant  to  leave  out  of  bb  consideration  all  the 
circumstances  which  had  occurred  between  1788  and  the 
present  period,  and  act  upon  that  precetlent,  the  case  was 
desperate  indeed.  He  hoped,  howeverj  that  the  right  hon. 
'^[entleman  would  see  that  there  was  another,  a  safer,  and 
more  constitutional  course  for  their  adoption.  If  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  pursue  a  contrary  one,  he 
.must say,  in  bis  opinion  it  was  impossible  that  he. could 
have  read  the  debates  of  1788  with  attention ;  debates,  how* 
ever  unfortunately  tinged  with  intemperance, ,  containing 
much  sound  information-^it  was, .  above  all,  imppssibte 
that  be  could  have  maturely  considered  the 'admirable  letter 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Pitt*s  proposi* 
ticHi ;  a  letter  reflecting  the  highest  honour  both  upon  the 
head  and  heart  of  the  dlustrious  personage  by  whom,  it  was 
composeil,  and  fraught  throuffliout/  with  doctrines  and 
constitutional  arguments  utter^  unanswerable.  On  the 
present  occasion  there  were  two  leading  points  i^hich  da- 
mandod  their  consideration.  The.first  was*  to  supply  thede- 
'  ficiency ;  the  second,  lo  supply  it  in  such  a  manner  as  should 
afford  the  best  security. for  the  onidiminished  restoration  of 
the  regal  authority  to  his  Majestyj  when  it  should  please  Pro- 
vidence to  hear  the  universal  supplications  of  the  country, 
and  reinstate  him  in  his  former  health.  There,  appeared' 
to  him,  ako,  speaking-  as:  a  private  individual,  in  which 
capacity  alone  he  addressed  them,  lobe  two  way^  for  the 
attainment  of  those  objects,  and  that  they  might  be  attained 


bj  a  mode  oiore  simple  wnd  more  eftcaeicNtt  'than  ikat 
ffugfeflled  hj  (be  ChaiiceUor  of  tlie  fixdieqiicr.  Let  U10 
thnmt  advft,  for  insttaoe,  ibe  pKoodeoi  of  Uie  If itJi  Vkt* 
KanieQt  (and  (be  proeeedin^  of  tbai  fMltament  stood  on 
bagh  avibarity  tmoe  tbe  Uaion),  vhicb,  by  addresB,  it^ 
moi  the  Priitoe  of  Wales  to  ad  as  recent*  If  it  nas 
deooed  adiriisUef  (bey  might,  in  (bat  address,  pmy  him 
to  accept  the  aatbotiiy  voder  such  itrotlntions  as  might 
appear  pditio  to  the  two  Hoatesof  Parliamenti  At  the 
era  of  the  Resolution,  also,  this  otas  the  aaode  adopted  by 
the  pariiamenly  in  their  ackfaress  to  the  Prinoe  of  Oraoge 
to  assume  tbe  royal  funotioas.  They  then  proposed  to 
biai  the  acceptanoe  of  the  sonsieigiity  stnder  s«i€h  restrict 
tions  and  dcciaratioos  as  the  two  Houses  ia  (heir  wisdom 
iB%ht  tbmk  fit  to  propose.  Such  was  tbe  mode  of  pro* 
Mmng  adfipled  at  that  period  by  tbe  best  and  most  en* 
ligbented  patriots  England  eter  saw,  as  tbe  best  security 
m  the  dignity  of  the  throae  and  the  in(ereste  of  the  peopfe; 
Sath  a  proceeding,  dioaght  worthy  of  being  adopted  then, 
««ght  ttot  suiely  be  ne^k^rtedoow.  By  pursuing  it,  iie 
iiad  no  d^obt  tbey  wooul  adopt  a  phin  which  would  meet 
the  emeti^cy  of  ttie  times,  wttboat  degrading  the  Boyal 
peweri  throwing  any  suspicion  on  the  Prinoe  o(  WakSf  or 
oflering  any  Tiolenceto  the  Constatntioii  of  tlie  country* 

JUr.  SUoMtti  shortly  expressed  his  concurrence  10  tbe 
•entiments  of  the  right  hamtinit>le  geotleman  who  spoke 
last. 

Hie  Chaucdhr  o/the  Exckeqtier  bop^d  that  be  should 
be  penwkted  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  dousequence  of 
what  bad  fallen  from  the  right  bon*  gentlemen  oa  (be 
wtber  bide«  He  could  not  avoid  returning  fbem  bis 
fliacsve  thanks  for  havinf^ .  fimrly  stated  the  viow  they 
<o6k  of  tbe  points  which  ho  had  metitiofied  to  tw 
Mouse.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  koirever  who  spoke 
kst  (Mr.  Sheridan),  bad  commenced  ,bv  sayiog,  that  be 
'WoilU  nerdy  throw  oat  his  opinion  without  eaiering  into 
way  argument  on  tbe  present  occasion.  He  doubted  mudi 
imetber  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  had  aot  a  little  departed 
from  the  course  be  bad  himself  lafcl  down ;  and  whether 
mony  of  his  observations  did  aot  mther  appear  Uke  at* 
^mewts,  than  Uhe  the  sim^  stateaaoit  of  bis  opinion*  He 
thought  refemnce  to  tbe  let(er  written,  on  a  tonomr  ooca* 
sion,  by  his  royal  highness  the  Piince  of  Waks,  to  Mr. 
Pitt|  was  rather  beyond  the  line  which  lie  had  presfirifaBd 
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to  hnoirif of  simptjr  throwing  out  his  opiokMi.    He  (Mr« 
Rsroerol)  bad  not,  m  his  statement,  said  a  woid  aboat  asy 

Eticular  tertrictions  to  be  impond  oo  a  icgent;*  bot 
\  merely  stated  lf»at  the  mode  he-  should  pvopose  for 
SQpplytag  the  defickncy  in  the  lojral  powen  mm  by  a 
btii,  and  not  bj  an  address.  The  right  bon.  gratlemte 
iiiight  be,  and  probablj  was  better  acquainted  irith  the 
particuhtf  ezpresBions  in  the  letter  be  referred  to  tban  ho 
was ;  but  (however  he  fidt  oonrinoed,  thai  the  letter  did 
infinite  honour  to  to  the  tUlistriofta  Persoqage  fironi  whom 
it  proceeded),  jnet  he- had  a  pretty  distinct  VMoUection,  that 
it  made  no  (Ejection  at  all  to  the  mode  in  which  parlia* 
ment  proposed  to  proceed,  but  merely  to  the  Testrictione 
and  limitations  which  it  was  intended  to.  propose.  It  thape* 
fore  did  not  appear  to  htm,  that  there  was  any  thinff  in 
that  letter  which  shewed  that  his  Royal  Highness  haci  ex* 
pressed  objections  to  tUe  mpdc  of  psfKieedtog  by  bill,  ia* 
stead  of  address.  He  shonld  be  sony  that  any  gentleman 
shonld  go  away  with  the  erroneonsiopinion  that  1^  had  any 
intention  of  bringiogforwacdany  prop^tions  which  wmild 
be  dc^giadiog  to  the  Kingly  power,  insulting  to  thefeding* 
of  bis  Royal  Highness,  or  derogatory  Va  the  princqplei 
of  the  Bntidi  Cmstitution.  When  he  shoold  come  to 
state  his  propositions  to  the  House,  he  trusted  that  ho 
wonld  be  able  to  convince  tbera,  that  they  were  periectty 
consistent  with  the  majesty  of  the  Throne,  thereat  inteml 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  now  and  at  all  times,  and  with 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  He  thought,  that  it  was 
not  necemary  fi>r  him  at  present  to  state  any  thing  ftnrtfaer. 

JIf  r*  Jdeam  thought  tkil  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
hid  not  gone  fiir  enough.  His  third  resolutbn  would  be 
lespecting  the  mode  in  which  Padiament  should  proooed| 
in  giring  the  kinghr  office  to  the  Regent  He  had  men* 
tioned  that  bis  mode  wonld  be  by  bill;  and  his  right  bmi. 
fricsKi  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  given  notice,  that* be  shonld 
wisby  on  the  contrary^  that  it  might  be  done  by  nddmn* 
It  was  dear,  that  the  bill  most  comprehend  and  embrace 
all  those  limitations  and  restrictions  which  were  to  be  pro» 
posed ;  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  vety  desirable,  that  the 
House  should  be  now  apfurised  of  the  nature  of  tfaoso  pro- 
jected restriction^  in  order  that  they  might  have  sufficient 
time  to  tumtlte  subject  in  their  minds.  It  would  bo  ad* 
rnable,  nkoy   that  the  House  should  kaow  whether  the 
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care  of  the  person  of  his  Majesty  was  to  be  entrusted  to 
the  Regent  or  not.  '  These  were  considerations  of  such  im« 
portance,  that  the  House  ought  not  to  be  left  completely 
m  the  dark  about  them,  especially  as  the  minister  must 
have  his  mind  now  made  upas  to  the  course  he  intended 
to  pursue.  He  thought  the  House  at  iN  next  meeting 
should  come  perfectly  prepared  with  respect  to  the,  plan 
that  was  to  be  submitted  to  their  adoption,  or  that  other- 
wise they  would  in  effect  be  called  upon  to  take  a  leap  in 
the  dark*  He  had  already  given  his  opinion  on  the 
general  nature  of  Ihe  question  in  1789,  aqd  he  had  since 
looked  at  the  subject  in  every  point  of  view,  and  he  must 
decidedly  prefer  proceeding  in  the  way  of  address.  He 
should  also  oppose  any  attempt  to  restrict  those  preroga- 
tives of  the  Crown  which  were  given  to  it  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  people. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  know  that  it 
was  neoessaiy  for  him  to  make  any  farther  explanations 
at  present.  The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  seemed  to 
have  entirely  forgotten  the  course  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  had' 
taken  in  his  statement.  He  had  said,  tinit  it  was  his  in* 
tention  on  Thursday  to  state  the  plan  of  the  course  which 
he  should  have  to  recommend ;  and  as  he  had  noentioned 
that  it  was  his  opiniq^  that  the  intentbns  of  Parlia- 
ment would  best  be  carrikxl  into  effect  by  a  bilU  he  could 
Bot  conceive  how  the  hon*  gentleman  should  apprehend 
that  the  House,  could  possibly  be  taken  by  surprise,  or 
that  there  would  not  be  sufficient  opportunities  for  con- 
sidering and  discussing  such  bill.  lie  did  not  think  that 
the  House'could  be  said  to  be  called  upon  to  take  a  leap 
in  the  dark,  as  it  was  his  intention  on  Thursday  to  state 
fully  to  the  House  those  reasons  which  had  operated  on 
his  mrnd,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be  sufficient  to  per- 
suade it  to  adopt  the  plan  which  he  should  propose.  This 
was  the  course  usually  pursuecl  on  other  occasidns  ;  and 
having  considered  it  as  the  proper  course  for  him  to  pur- 
sue at  present,  he  must  own  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  gentleman  which  could  induce  him 
io  depart  from  that  course. 

Jl/r.    Whitbread  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  riffht 
honourable  gentleman's  refusal  to  give  the  House  any  idea , 
of  the  nature  of  the  restrictions  he  intended  to  propose  ;  he 
could  not  believe  that  he  bad  any  olber  reason  for  this  refusal 
but  that,  really  and  truly,  he  had  not  as  yet  made  up  his 
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mind  upon  tbe  .matter,  and,  tbeiefore^beoould  not  com* 
mmiicatei  if  be  would,  xvhat  was  (he  nature  of  the  plan 
which  he  was  to  produce  on  Thursday, 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rave  notice,  that  it 
was  his  intention,  that  the  call  of  the  nouse  on  Thursday 
next  should  be  an  effectual  one. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Thursday. 


REPORT. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Physicians  who 
have  attended  his  Majesty,  during  his  iUnesir;  touching  the 
state  of  hb  Majesty's  health  ;  and  to  report  such  eacamina- 
tion  to  the  House ;  have,  pursuant  to  >  the  order  of  the 
House,  proceeded  to  examine  the  said  Physicians :  which 
examination  is  as  follows-r- 
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Dr.   HENRY  REVELL  REYNOLDS  called  in.  and  examined. 

Question. — Is  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  such,  as  to  render 
lum  incapable  of  coming  in  person  to  his  parliament^  or  .of  attending 
to  any  kind  of  public  business  ? — Ansvrcr.-^Certainly ,  be  .  is  inca^ 
pable. 

What  are  the  hopes  you  entertain  of  his  Majesty's  recovery  ?  I  still 
enterlsun  very  confident  hopes  of  his  Majesty's  recovery. 

Do  you  touttd  the  opinion  given  of  your  answer  to  the  previous 
question,  upon  the  particular  symptoms  of  his  Majesty's  disorder; 
or  upon  reneral  experience  in  other  cases-of  the  same  nature;  or, 
upon  both  ?  Upon  both  ;  and  for  this  reason  :  with  respect  to  the. 
particular  symptoms  of  his  Majest^r,  they  are  favourable,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  soundness  af  his  constitution,  preserved  by  sim- 
ple and  temperate  diet,  and  the  regular  habits  of  his  life;  and  also  be*^ 
cause  his  memory  is  as  strong  and  as  correct  as  ever  it  was,. his  percep- 
tions as  acute,  (his  judgment  is  perverted,  and  he  has  lost  his  discretion 
at  present);  and  also  because,]  have  seen  his  Majesty  recover  from  three 
attacks  of  the  same  disease,  in, some  parts  of  which  I  think  he  hits  been 
even  wdrse  than  he  is  at  present 

Whether,  in  that,  particular  species  of  the  disorder  his  Majesty  has 
foUen  into,  it  has  been  found,  nrom  experience,  that  the  greater  num- 
ber of  persons'  so  affected  have  been  cured  ?  I  believe  much  tho 
greater,  number. 

Vol.  L— 1810.  .  N 
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C«n  you  fi>nn  any  iudgment,  or  probable  coojechire,  ~  of  the 
dmatioii  of  his  Ma)€stys  illness?  No.  I  cannot:  our  hopes  and 
expectations  of  a  speedy  recovery  have  fluctuated  with  the  fluctua- 
tions of  his  Majesty's  complaint ;  but  nothing  has  hitherto  prevented 
me  from  thinkmg  favourably  of  the  ultimate  termination  of  the 
diseftse^ 

Aft  iar  as  experience  enables  you  to  Judge,  do  you  think  it  more 
probable  that  his  Majesty  will,  or  will  not  recover,  so  as  to  render 
nim  capable  of  attending  to  public  business  ?  Yes,  I  have  no  doubt ; 
there  is  such  an  integnty  of  mind  about  bis  Majesty,  that  when 
once  his  aberrations  are  gone,  he  will  recover  perfectly:  how  soon,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  say,  ^I  suppose  some  vestiges  of  complaint  may 
rem^m  when  the  principal  part  oflhe  disease  shall  be  removed ;  but  I 
have  no  doubt  of  his  being  able  to'discliarge  his  function»just  as  veil 
as  ever. 

What  degree  of  experience!  have  you  had  yourself,  in  this  particular 
species  of  disorder  ?  In  the  course  of  upwards  of  forty  years  practice, 
I  have  seen  several  instances  .of  it ;  many. 

Has  any  amendment  already  taken  place  in  the  course  of  his 
Majesty's  disorder,  and  does  the  appearance  of  such  aroendment 
continue  at  present?  There  have  been  fluctuations*;  his  Majesty 
ha,9  sometimes  been  better,  and  sometimes  again  lie  has  been  wofse ; 
there  have  be*n  paroxysms ;  there  have  been  times  when  he  has  been 
apparently  going  on  well,  and  then  soniething  suddenly  has  tlirowQ 
him  back:  amendment  has  certainly  taken  pia(;e[;  but  then  it  has' 
been  transient,  and  he  has  been  a  little  worse  acaiii,  and  then  he  has 
been  better  again.  Hp  iB  much  better  now  then  he  was  at  several 
periods  of  the  disease. 

Wliat  is  the  ptatc  of  his  Majesty's  disorder  at  present,  as  com- 
pared with-  what  it  was  when  jou  were  examined  before  the  Privy 
Council  ?  I  perceive  but  very  little  difference  from  what  it  was  at  that 
t^mc. 

Can  you  ascribe  his  Majesty's  disorder  to  any  pvticular  cause }  I 
understand  tliat  it  came  on  firom  the  anxiety  of  his  mind  upon  the 
illness  of  his  daughter,  the  Princess  Amelia ;  1  believe  there  can  l>e  to 
doubt  of  tiiat :  those  gentlemen  .who  were  in  attendance  upon  her,  I 
believe,  will  satisfy  Ui6  committee  upon  that  subject;  but,  from 
their  report,  I  have  no  doubt  it  onginated  fi*om  that  cause. 

When  were  vou  first  called  in  ?    On  tlie  ^d  of  November. 

Who  were  tne  physicians  in  attendance  at  the  time  you  were  called 
in }    Dr.  Heberden,  Sir  Henry  Halford,  and  D^,  Baillie. 

Were  they  the  only  physicians  in  attendance  ?     They  were. 

Was  there  any  other  confidential  medical  person  in  attendiDoe  at 
the  same  time  ?    Not  at  the  time  I  went 

Who  are  the  physicians  in  attendance  tkow  ?  In  additien  to  tkcne 
gentlemen  and  myself,  Dr.  Kol^ert  Willis. 

When  was  Dr.  Robert  Willis  called  in  ?  To  the  be|t  of  xny  lecql- 
lection,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  November,  m  the  evening; 

Is  there  any  otlier  confidential  medical  ptrste  nOw  m  attendance , 
besides  the  ^vfiiclans  ?    Mr.  Dnodas  has  attended  his  Majesty :  Mr. 
Batttscomb  is  bis  apothecary,  and,  of  course,  is  there  oiccasionally ;  but 
there  is  no  other  medical  person» 

Have  you  had  opportunities  of  seeing  the  King,  from  time  tatime. 
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since  jour  attendance  tipen  bis  Majeity  k  the  jeer  17IS  f     Yes;  I 
WW  his  Majesty  in  his  ilkiess  m  the  year  1801^  and  ailao  in  his  iUoeas  in 

the  year  1804. 

Have  jon  been  called  m  to  attend  his  Majesty,  or  have  yoa  had  any 
opparkunitki  of  scdng  his  Majesty  in  the  intervals  faetwcen  those 
itlnenes  of  r788,  1S0I,  and  1804,  up  to  the  ttase  of  year  heing  caliei 
in,  in  this  preient  illnesi  ?  I  have  had  few  opportunities  of  seeing  his 
.  Majesty,  escept  in  those  iUnesBcs.  1  have  had  occasion  to  see  him  two 
or  three  times  on  my  own  husmess,  whan  be  did  me  the  honour  of  ap* 
pointing  me  bis  physieian  extraordinary,  and  then  his  physician  m 
ordinary ;  hot  not  xnedically. 

You  have  stated^.that  the  greater  nunfaer  of  paticsits,  laboupng 
under  this  same  sort  of  infirmity  as  his  Mi^eoty,  wiio  hi^e  come  undev 
your  observatiim,  have  recovered ;  do  you  mean^  in  the  greater  number, 
to  iaciude  patients  of  the  age  at  which  his  Majesty  has  now  arrived  I 
It  has  not  occurred  to  me,  to  see  any  persons  at  that  advanced  period 
«f  life,  labouring  under  this  disease. 

]>o  you  know  that  medical  people  in  general  consider,  that  as  life 
'   advances,  after  a  certain  period,  recovery  is  deemed  more  impiobablel^ 
Yes,  I  believe  that  is  the  geneial  opinion. 

Then,  in  the  greater  number  of  patients  who  have  recovered,  as 
stated  by  you,  3l  those  patieqts  were  in  a  dafls  of  age  below  that  of 
the  King }  I  think  so  ;  there  was  one  whose  age  I  do  not  recollect 
precisely. 

Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  any  oi  the  public  hospitah 
for  the  reception  of  patients  under  this  disease  ?    No,  1  have  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  attending  any  hospital  appropriated  to  the  reception  of, 
sudipatiente. 

You  have  staled,  that  you  entertain  a  very  fiBroarable  opinion  of 
the  King's  ulUmate  recovery ;  and  you  have  stated  one  of^  the  rea^ 
sons  of  your  opinion  to  be,  the  soundneis  of  his  Majesty'i  comtito* 
tion ;  in  those  patients  whom  you  have  attended,  have  you  not  found 
that  very  sound  constitutions  have  often  been  af^icted  with  incurtlale 
maladies  of  this  nature  ?  No,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  often 
_  found  that. 

Have  you  found  it  in  any  instances  ?  I  have  seen  people  who  have 
not  recovered. 

With  very  sounci  .constitutions  ^  Not  with  such  constitutions  as 
the  King;  probably,  I  sltould  have  b4d  great  hopes  of  them,  if  they 
had«  But  I  cannot  charge  my  mind  now  with  every  patient  of  the  kind 
I  have  attended  during  forty  years.  The  general  impression  made  upon 
my  mind  does  not  authorise  me  to  answer  that  oueraon  decisively. 

When  the  constitution  is  so  sound,  as  to  aftbra  the  medical  attendant 
CO  reason  for  the  mental  infirmity  as  arising  out  of  that  constitution,  do 
you  think  that  the  probability  ot  recovery  is  more  or  less  from  that  cir^ 
cumstance?    More,  certainly,  from  a  sound  constitution. 

If  you  cannot  trace  any  cause  for  the  infinnity  ?  If  I  cannot  trace 
any  cause,  if  there  is  no  hereditary  taint,  or  any  obvions  cause  for  it, 
no  extenfiil  injury,  or  any  thing  which  looks  like  organtcal  affection  of 
the  brain ;  I  should  apprehend  a  sound  constitution  affords  much  the 
greatest  probability  ol  recovery. 

You  have  stated,  as  anMher  reason,  the  extreme  accuracy  of  the 
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King'f 'memory ;  in  pattienti  labouring  under  thb  infirmity^  is  not  ex- 
treme accuracy  of  memory  very  frequent,  and  sometimea  what  may  bt 
called  morbid?    I  never  obierved  that 

You  hare  alwayi  accounted  for  the  probability  of  the  Kioe't  reco- 
very, by  observing  the  atrict,  simple,  and  temperate  diet  the  Kins  has 
always  used  ;  when  patients  have  come  under  your  observation,  whose 
habits  of  life  have  been  exactly,  the  reverse  of  the  King's,  has  not  the  re* 
ducing  them  to  that  strict  and  temperate  diet  and  life  to  which  the 
King  has  been  accustomed,  aflbrded  tne  best  ^ound  of  hope  for  medi- 
cal men,  of  their  recovery  ?  When  excess  m  the  habits  of  life  have 
been  too  much  indulged,  toe  removal  of  that  excess,  and  the  subseauent 
adoption  of  a  temperate  and  rather  a  more  sparing  regimen,  has  been 
freouently  attcndetl  with  success. 

what  do. you  mean  by  the  integrity  of  the  King's  mind,  at  the  pre- 
sent time  ?  I  mean,  that  h'ls  memory  is  entire,  his  perceptions  are 
entire,  and  his  acuteness  is  considerable,  which  apncars  trom  every  now 
and  then  a  comment  on  any  thing  that  is  said,  tlis  judgment  1  have 
saud  was  perverted,  and  that  at  present  his  discretion  is  asleep  at  times ; 
though  every  now  and  then  there  are  gleams  of  both,  but  they  are 
transient. 

In  detailing  the  present  state  of  the  King's  mind,  as  to  his  m.emor}*, 
his  perceptions^  the  aberrations  of  his  judgment,  and  his  loss  of  discre^ 
tion ;  is  not  that  state  of  miiid  common  to  all  .persons  labouring  under 
the  saipe  infirmity,  or  are  they  particular  symptoms  belonging  to  the 
King?  1  do  not  know  that  1  ever  saw  exactly  a  case  parallel  to  the 
Kittg^s;  the  disease  i^  modified  by  his  peculiar  constitution,-  and  per- 
ban  in  some  measure  by  .his  peculiar  station. 

Vou- have  mentioned  your  expectation  that  the  King  will  recover, 
and  be  able  to  transact  public  business  again,  but  that  some  vestiges  of 
the  complaint  may  remain ;  do  you  mean*  to  say,  that  the  recovery 
will  be,  in  your  opinion,  competent  to  the  transaction  of  public  business 
while  vestiges  of  tne  complaint  remain }  Yes,  I  should  nave  no  doubt 
there,  might  be  times  when  his  Mdjesty  might  be  perfectly  competent 
to  every  thing ;  and  that,  now  and  then,  a  little  hurry  or  something 
might,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  an  hour,  agitate  him,  but  that  it 
would  all  subside  again.  I  understand  that  was  the  case  in  his  former 
recoveries  for  a  time ;  1  did  not  learn  it  ceased ;  I  did  not  see  the 
King  in  any  of  his  illnesses  after  he  had  been  declared  quite  well :  I  un- 
derstood it  did  npt  last  above  a-month  or  two,  or  a  few  weeks ;  but  I 
only  speak  from  hearsay,  in  this  respect. 

Then,  in  foct,  you  ceased  to  vi^it  the  King  in  his  former  illnesses 
after  he  was  declared  quite  well  ?    Yes. 

And  you  have  heard  that,  subsequent  to  that  declaration,  there  were 
occasional  paroxysms  of  the  disorder,  though  slight  and  short?  'l*hey 
could'hardly  be  called  paroxysms;  it  was  more  a  hurry  of  manner  than 
any  thing  else,  as  I  understood  from  those  who  saw  his  Majesty. 

Were  you  a  party  to  the  declaration,  in  the  three  former  illnesses, 
that  the  Ring  was  perfectly  well  ?  Not  in  the  three  former  instances ; 
at  the  time  that  I  declared  the  King  to  be  well,  in  the  vear  1780,  I 
then  thought  the  KiAg  well ;  that  was,  I  think,  in  the  begmning  of 
March,  1789. 

Were  you  a  party  to  the  declaration,  that  the  King  was  perfectly. 
well  in  1789?    I  ^as. 


HBC.  14.  H18   majesty's   I^B1S^681TtOir.  M 

In  1801 1  were  you  a  party  to  the  declaration^  that  the  Kioff  was  per- 
fectly well?  No:  In  1801^  alter  the  King  was  so  much  the  better* 
that  the  bulletins  ceased  in  the  morning,  I  withdrew:  the  King  was  aoiag 
then  to  Kew ;  and  I  thought  the  King  was  so  well,  I  did  not  apprcneiMt 
it  to'be  necessary  for  me  to  attend  any  lonj^er.  The  King  had  a  relapse, 
I  understood,  at  Kew,  but  I  did  not  see  htm  in  that  relapse. 

Can  you  recollect  the  date,  of  the  last  bulletin  that  wssatgDed*by  ywi 
in  the  1801  ?•   No,  i  have  no  memorandum  of  it. 

Who  were  the  medical  attendants  upon  the  King,  on  his  relapse  at 
Kew,  in  1801  ?  i  believe  the  late  Dr.  Gisbome,  and  Dr.  John  and 
Dr.  Robert  Willis.  I  do  not  know  Jirhether  Mr.  Dundas  might  see 
him,  but  they  were  the  only  pkiysicians  attendins  htm  at  the  time. 

Were  you  a  party  to  the  declaration,  that  tne  King  was  perfectly 
well  in  the  year  i804>    Yes,  I  think  I  was  at  that  time. 

Was  there  any  relapse  after  that  declaration,  in  that  illness  i  Not 
any,  that  i  understood :  I  did  not  see  his  Majesty  after  that:  but  I  ncTer 
heard  of  any  afterwards. 

When  you  withdrew  in  the  year  1801,  was  it  in  consequence  of  any 
diflerence  of  opinion  .with  the  vther  medical  attendants }  None 
in  the  world;  it  was  merely  because  I  thought  that  the  King  was  a  grett 
deal  better,  and  that  my  attendance  was  no.  longer  necessary  at  that 
time. 

You  have  mentioned  the  King's  competency  to  business,  in  the  in- 
tervals  of  periods  of  flurries  which  may  occur  after  the  disease  has  in  a 
««at  measure  ceased ;  during  those  periods  of  flurry,  do  you  tliink  that 
tne  Kine^would  be  competent  to  transact  any  busmess,  public  or  nri- 
.  Tate  i  I  cannot  answer  tiiat  question  from  my  own  knowledge ;  but 
what  I  understood  was  this,  that  if  the  King  was,  from  any  little  oppo- 
sition, rather  in  a  flurry,  if  he  was  told  there  was  any  business  to  trans- 
act, it  composed  him'  dii^ctly : .  that  was  the  testimony  that  was  given 
to  me  by  several  persons  who  saw  him  at  the  time.    ' 

Who  were  the  persons  who  gave  you  that  testimony  }  I  cannot  tell 
exactly  now :  it  was  those-  who  were  about  liim  at  the  time,  i  think 
I  heard  something  of  thatkiud  from  Dr.  lieberden,  but  I  do  not  mean 
to  rely  upon  my  quotation.  - 

in  1801  there  was  a  relapse?    Yes. 

Bot  after  the  complete  recoveries  in  1789  and  1S04  those  flurries  oc- 
«un^  ?  Yes.  I  did  not  understand  there  was  any  relapse  in  the  first 
illness,  nor  in  1804.  I  believe,  as  far  as  1  can  recollect,  taking  the  whole 
together,  that  illness  was  shorter  than  that  of  the  year  1788  and  1789, 
even  taking  in  the  period  of  the  relapse,  the  whole  of  the  attack  was 
shorter,  because  in  1788  the  complaint  commenced  in  October,  and  we 
did  not  declare  the  King  well  till  the  beginning  of  March.  In  1801, 
it  commenced  in  February,  and  I  think  the  Kmg  was  welt  before  the 
end  of  May,  and  that  includes  the  period  of  relapse. 

At  the  time  you  ceased  to  attend  the  King  in  1801,  was  there  any 
declaration  made  that  he  was  completely  recovered  ?  No  declaration 
was  then  made  that  he  was  completely  recovered.  1  do  not  recollect 
what  the  last  bulletin  was ;  but  1  know  that  1  thought  the  King  so  well, 
that  I  could  take  my  leave  of  him  with  propriety,  and  I  did  it :  seeing 
the  King  getting  better,  and  underslandmg  that  he  was  soon  going  to 
Xew,  1  thought  that  it  would  have  a  good  appearance  to  the  public, 
that  (  had  withdrawn;  that  It  would  be  a  coiilirmation  to  the  public 
that  the  Kijig.was  getting  welL 
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DkI  you  tsteem  the  King  well,  at  the  time  700  withdlfew  your  at- 
teodafice  ap«ii  him  ?  1  should  rather  think  that  I  did  think  hi|n  well 
aft  that  time ;  I  thought  him  nearly  so,  that  I  could  very  safely  wiftlib* 
draw.. 

You  wished  the  public  to  understand,  from  your  withdrawing  from 
attendance,  that  the  King  was  well  ^  I  wished  so,  because  i  thought  so 
myself.  But  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  terms  of  the  last  bulktm  ; 
but  I  am  sure  I  never  signed  any  thing  that  I  did  not  think. 

The  Committee  is  td  uqderstand,  tuU  the  complete  recovery  of  the 
King  is  the  same  as  the  complete  recovery  of  any  other  person  of  the 
same  disorder,  to  be  entrvstea  with  any  thmg  he  may  have  to  transact, 
whether  public  or  private  ?    i  think  so. 

There  is  no  dioeretice,  in  your  estimation,  between  the  recoTery  of 
the  King  and  that  of  any  other  person  >    None,  in  my  estimation* 

Is  the  present  age  of  nis  Majesty  likely  more  to  affect  the  dumlibn  of 
Jus  jHncsa^  dian  liis  age  at  the  respectire  periods  of  lus  former  attacks 
of  this  disorder  ?  I  can  only  answer  that  question  by  saying,  that  age 
seems  to  have  made  rery  few  depredations  upon  bis  ^)aJesiy.  Hi;  \% 
apparently  younger  and  stronger  than  many  persons  much  younger 
tnan  himself;  and  therefore  'much  better  able  to  resist  the  effect  of 
disease  than  several  persons,  younger  than  himself,  would  be. 

You  will,  in  your  answer,  compare  his  Majesty,  not  with  other  per- 
sons, but  witli  hnnself  only.  Does  his  present  age,  more  or  less,  aOect 
'the  probability  of  the  duration  of  the  disorder,  than  his  age  at  th« 
Cnrmeff  periods  of  attack  ?  I  should  apprehend  that  it  must  have  some 
effect;  though  I  do  not  see  that  he  has  at  present  suffered  from  bis 
•ge. 

At  tlie  period  of  his  Majesty's  former  attack,  in  1804,  was  his  M(^ 
jcsty's  signt  as  much  affected  as  it  is  at  present  ?  No ;  i  did  not  ob- 
serve that  his  Majesty  had  any  defect  of  sight  at  that  period. 

Is  his  Majesty's  si^nt  now  become  very  defective  ?     Very  defectire* 

Is  that  defect  of  sight  likely  io  have  any  influence  upon  his  Msijesty's 
ultimate  recovery  from  the  disease,  or  likely  to  have  any  influence  up* 
on  the  duration  of  the  disorder,  supposing  him  ultimately  to  recover  i 
During  a  certain  period  of  the  oisease,  and  under  certain  circum* 
stances,  bis  being  blind  is  rather  a  beneficial  circumstance,  because  it 
intercepts  some  sources  of  irritation ;  but  at  another  period  of  the  dis- 
caae,  it  will  be  adverse  to  him,  because  it  also  intercepts  some  sources 
of  anmiement. 

Computing,  then,  the  different  tendencies  of  the  defectiveness  of  his 
Majesty 's  sight,  do  you,,up<m  the  whole,  conclude  that  the  defect  of 
sight  is  favourable  or  unfavourable  to  the  ultimate  recovery  of  his  Mar 
jesty,  or  tends  to  shorten  or  to  prolong  the  duration  of  his  illness,  suppo^ 
aiDg  him  ultimately  to  recover  ?  That  is  a  question  I  can  hardly  make 
up  my  mind  to :  I  see  it  operate  sometinies  for  his  benefit ;  and  there 
are  times  when  I  tlxink  that  the  loss  of  si{;ht  will  be  a  grievance,  by 
preventing  the  amusing  him  and  abstracting  him  from  himself:  but 
what  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  protracting  or  accelerating  his  reco- 
very, is  a  great  deal  more  than  I  can  give  a  definitive  answer  to. 

in  persona  labouring  under  the  disease  under  which  his  Maiesty  now 
unfortunately  labours,  do  not  the  persons  attending  them  addresa  their, 
countenances  and  manner,  very  frequently,  very  much  to  the  eye  of* 
the  afilicted  person  ?    Yes,  undoubtedly. 

Doci  not  the  eye  afford  to  the  persons  attending  persons  afliicted 
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a»  hxs  Ms^esty  is,  wfaen  in  its  p^ect  state,  a  means  of  control  o^^ 
the  afflicted  person  ?  1  have  imderstood,  that  sometimes  that  effect 
has  been  produced ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  saw  any  remarkable 
instance  of  it. 

Was  not  Dr.  Simmons  called  in  to  attend  the  King,  at  the  conn 
menceraent  of  his  present  illness  }  I  understood  he  was ;  but  that  waa 
before  I  was  there. 

He  did  not  continue  in  that  atteiidance  ?    He  did  not  see  the  King. 

Are  you  more  or  less  sanguine  in  your  hopes  of  the  King's  ultimate 
recovery,  than  you  were  when  you  were  examined'  before  the  Privy 
Council  ?  1  am  not  less  sanguine  of  his  ultimate  recovery,  than  I  was 
then. 

Have  you  experienced  any  disappointment,  in  the  expectations  yod 
entertained  when  you  were  examined  before  the  Privy  Council  as  to 
his  Majesty's  recovery,  as  to  the  time  of  it  >  Hi»  Nfejesty's  relapse^ 
after  the  examination  of  the  physicians  l>efore  the  Privy  Council,  cer- 
tainly dbtressed  us,  and  put  the  prospect  of  immediate  recovery  to  a 
greater  distance^  but  I  do  not  think  of  ultimate  recovery. 

Are  you  of  opinion  that  a  person  having  had,  with  an  interval  of 
tevend  yeais,  repeated  attacks  of  this  malady*  is  on  tlie  last  attack  more 
or  less  likely  to  recover,  than  a  penon  who  has  not  been  so  previously 
subject  to  attack?  I  should  rather  think  that  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  got  well  t>efore,  from  similar  attacks,  is  a  foundation  of  hope 
that  he  will  from  this. 

Does  advanced  age,  coupled  with  prior  attacks  of  the  same  disorder 
with  which  his  M^esty  is  now  afflicted,  make  any  difference,  in  yoar 
calculation,  as  to  the  probability  of  his  recovery  >  It  would  in  any 
other  case;  but  there  is  something  so  peculiar  in  the  King*s,  I  do  not 
think  it  has  shaken  our  confidence. 

What  are  the  peculiarittes  which  take  the  King's  case  out  of  your 

feneral  observation  ?  Those  circumstances  to  which  I  have  lAluded 
«fore :  the  vigour  still  of  certain  faculties  of  his  mind,  and  there  being 
no  mark  of  fatuity  about  him. 

You  have  stated,  that  you  understood  the  cause  of  bis  Majesty's  pre- 
sent malady  to  have  been  his  anxiety  about  the  Princess  Amelia ;  have 
you  been  informed,  what  were  supposed  to  be  the  causes  of  the  attacks 
Lis  Majesty  had  in  1788,  1801,  and  1804  ;  or  whether  those  attackt 
were  referred  to  any  known  cause  ?  I  do  not  know  that  the  first  attack 
was  referred  to  any  known  cause :  in  1801, 1  did  understand  there  wat 
a  cause;  I  did  not  understand  that  in  1804  there  was  any  asngnable 
cause. 

When  you  were  called  in,  on  the  3d  of  November,  did  the  physi* 
clans,  who  had  been  previously  in  attendance,  inform  you  wfien  the 
fisrt  symptom  of  his  Majesty's  present  complaint  was  observed  bjr 
them  ?    1  tliink  they  told  me,  on  the  25th  of  October. 

Have  any  of  the  Royal  Family  seen  his  Majesty,  since  you  have 
been  m  attebdancc?     No. 

Has  any  person,  other  than  the  physicians  and  the  attendants  under 
their  inspection,  seen  his  Majesty  since  you  have  been  in  attendance  ( 
The  Lord  Chancellor  saw  him  the  day  before  yesterday. 

Did  the  Lord  Chancellor  apply  to  jou,  asking  your  opinion  as  to  tbc 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  seeing  his  Majesty  before  he  saw  him  ^ 
Yes,  he  did. 


96    '  THB.PAIlMAMfiNTABY    RBG16TER.  {.COM, 

Had  any  of  the  Royal  Family  previously  applied  for  permissioa  to  sec 

his  Majesty  ?    Not  that  we  undi^rstood. 

W9S  it  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  physicians  that  no  in- 
jury could  arise  to  his  Majesty's  health,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  was 
p^jnitted  to  see  bis  Majesty  the  day  before  yesterday?  There  was  no 
absolute  dissentient :  tliere  was  a  discussion  on  the  subject,  and  there 
was  a  doubt  on  some  of  our  minds  whether  it  would  do  him  good  or 
irritate  liinv:  but  his  Majesty  had  been  informed  the  Chancellor  was  to 
be  there ;  and  it  was  then  decided  amongst  us,  that  as  that  was  the  case, 
and  he  seemed  to  iiave  made  up  his  mind  to  seeing  the  Chancellor, 
there  was  more  chance  of  irritation  by  preventing  it,  than  there  was  by 
the  Chancellor's  seeing  him  ;  and  therefore  tiie  Chancellor  saw  him 
with  tlie  unanimous  concurrence  of  all,  after  that  discussion. 

By  whom  was  his  Majesty  informed^  that  the  Chancellor  would  be 
there,  and  was  that  information  given  to  his  Majesty  with  the  know- 
ledge and  consent  of  all  the  physicians  in  attendance  ?  I  believe  Sir 
Henry  Halford  was  the  person  who  informed  his  Majesty  the  Chancel- 
lor was  to  be  there. 

With  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  all  the  physicians  ?  Not  at 
the  time;  Sir  Henry  Halford  was  alone  with  the  King  at  the  ttme  he 
told  b^n,  and  we  did  not  hear  of  it  till  afterwards. 

Then  the  day  before  yesterday,  in  consequence  of  such  information 
conveyed  to  his  Majesty,  you  and  the  other  physicians  had  none  but  a 
choice  of  evils  to  choose  from  ;  that  was,  whether  he  would  be  irritated 
by  seehig  him,  or  more  irritated  by  not  seeing  him  ?  1  hat  was  not 
exactly  uecase:  we  had  some  hopes  that  the  seeing  the  Chancellor 

nbt  give  the  King  more  self-possession ;  and  I  do  not  know  that 
id  not  for  a  time,  because,  we  had  known  before,  in  former  ill- 
nesses, that  it  had  done  so.  But  there  was  no  evil  to  be  apprehended 
froni  it,  except  there  might  have  been  a  little  momentary  anxiety 
about  the  Kmg.  We  doubted. whether  it  would  be  right  or  not,  in 
our  discussion  among  ourselves ;  but  there  was  nothing  of  clash  or  of  op- 
position of  sentiment ;  it  was  a  temperate  discussion ;  there  was  no 
dissentient  at  all ;  it  was  not  apprehended  that  it  was  a  choice  of  two 
evils. 

Had  you  been  consul texl  by  Sir  Henry  Halford,  whetlier  he  should 

*  inform  his  Majesty,  in  the.mamier  he  did,  as  to  the  Chancellor's  at- 

'  tendance,  would  you  have  agreed  to  his  Majesty  being  informed  ? 

'  Tiiat  would*  have  depended  entirely  on  the  state  in  which  I  iniglit 

have  seen  the  Kin^  at  that  time. 

Have  you,  witlim  tlie  last  fortnight,  seen  the  King,  at  any  time,  in ' 
socb  a  state,  that  you  thought  it  desirable  the  Chancellor  should  visit 
him  ?  I  do  not  know  that  1  should  of  myself  have  mentioned  it ;  at 
the  same  time,  I  do  not  know  that  I  had  any  objection  to  it  I  do  not 
think  the  King  was  quite  in  the  state  in  which  1  should  have  expected 
'  much  benefit  to  have  resulted  from  it 

When  the  Chancellor  consulted  the  physicians,  on  the  propriety  of 
seeing  his  Majesty,  did  the  physicians  agree  on  any  stipulations  as  to 

Saeakmg  on  subjects  of  business  or  otherwise  ?  Yes^  tney  did ;  they 
esired  the  Chancellor  to  avoid  any  thing  that  might  create  discusuon. 
One  principal  reason  why  it  was  suggested,  that  it  might  be  right  for 
Qie  Chancellor  to  see  (he  King,  was,  that  Parliament  mi^t  not 
take  the  state  of  the  King  merely  from  the  representations  of  his  phy- 


^IciADft.'  In.  the  ficst  attmidaacj^  I  had  upoq  lui  Majeity  ifi  thr  ytU 
179%  for  tha^  leaaax),  i  <Wsived  that  the  ChanceUor  would  see  t^o 
Kingf  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  WP^4  ^c  (he  King ;.  and  at  my  desire,  they 
botoiaw  hl&t.^' 

.  At  vE^trp^riod.of  the  Kln^^  illness  mas.  that?  It  vas  ^ithui  tht 
tni  tAofOhi  fbr  it  was  wbilfi.his,'M!^esty  vas  at  the  Queen's  lodge,  at 
Windsors  it  wasi  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  Novemher,  1788.. 
Ipcd  ThuflQw  went  in,  ap4  Mr.  Pitt  also  saw  the  Kmg  at  that  time.be^ 
fore  his  Majesty  was  removed  from  Windsor  to  Kew. . 

-  Do:yoo  ref}plle<t  wbethef  aoy;  advantageous  effect  was  produce4  on 
hit  Majesty,  byAQ^ing.  Mr,  Pitt  aifd  Coed  Tburiow  I  In  both  nir' 
stances  a  beneifcialrieffect  ppsved. 

.  In  .what  way  did  those  adyadtages  shew  themselves  i  XHc  ^^iog' 
became  more  ^eomppsed,  ^aad  >he  w,as  more  manageable  afterwards:  at. 
thatlune  wf  ha^  no  oth<}r  perspos  in  attendance  upon  the  King  bujt.hii 

!«»«•••■      '-.'•:..•         ■<«..• 

.  Haabts'Mfijts^  p^n  bodily  indisposed  once  or  twice  within  th« 
last foiJb^gbtLs. its,  tbef«  )»s  been  at  times  considerable  accession  oC 
(ever  aboqt  the  King, -. 

.  Do  yoii.  attach  any  impor^pe.tp  such  bodily  indisposition  as  his 
Majes^has  b<9en  sttb>ect,.M»/pr  the  last  fortnight }  I  attach  considerably 
importance  to  any  accession  of  fever,  and  there  was  accession  of  fevfir 
wi&in  'the  hKt  fortnight;  w^  i^d  no  $darp^  on  account  of  any  other 
indis|M|6ftion. 

In  using  the  word  *'  fever/'  do  jou  mean  an  accession  of  tha 
Bl«Bifcal  disease, 'pr  of.boddy;  indi^poastioo  ^  Of  bodily  indispositioi^ 
wh'es  we  ha%'e  made  use  of  the.  word  feve^:  the  K.mg  had  fevcara 
though  acfiompaniad  with  an^  aggravation, of  the  mentalpisease  i,  yefk 
it  was  independent  of  ths^ 

Was  it  at  the  suggestion,  or  at  tlie  request  pf  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
that  he  saw  the'  aIc^  ;  or  was.  the  Chancellor,  upon  his  arriv^  at 
Wfpdsor  to  inc|uire  alter  hi^  Maiesty,  informed  it  was  settled  that 
he  sbouid  a^f^d  upon  him?  .  It  wa^  not  at  the  suggestion,  of  the 
Chancellor,  and  his  lordship' said  that  he  was  not  even  prepared  to  lex*' 
pectsuch  a' circumstance  i  it  was  lather  at  the  recommenoation  of  the 
phTsiclahs.  in  att^dance.     .       . ' 

.  When  Xiord  Thurlow  and  Mr.  Pitt  saw  the  King,  in  his  former  ill'- 
ness,  wer^  any  of  the  physicians  present  at  the  same  time  i — ^Ye^  ^ 
was  present.  *     ' 

Weteany  physicians  present  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  saw  him  the 
other  day  ?    No. 

Nor  any  other  person  ?  Not  an^  penon  was  ih  the  room  but, the 
Chancellor.  Sir  Henry .  Hajford  mtroduced  the  Chancellor  to  ^e 
Kingt  end  then  retired ;  .and  no  other  person  w^s  in  the  room* . 

You  have  stated  that  one  of  the  inducements  to  the  Chancellor's 
seeing  the  Kii^  was,  that  Parliament  was  to  ineet  the  next  day ;  4id 
the  physicians  desire  the  Chancellor  to  see  the  King,  because  they. 
were  aware  that  Parliament  was  to  meet  the  next  day  ?  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  was  not  one  pf  the  reasons ;  but  it  was  not  done  with  any 
disrespect  to  Parliament,  only  with  a  view,  as  it  had  been  in  the  former 
case  in  the  year  1788,  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Chancellor  might  both 
have^  say».  that  they  did  not  take  the  state,  of  the  King  merely  from 
the  representation  ofliis  medical  attendants! 
:  Has  there  been  a^  apy  time«  in  your  opinioD«  any  connexion  be* 
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tween  ^t  ^kfect  sti)>9i«tjng  in.  hi»  Mafelt^^  iigjiitj  anil  thtf  mtetal  ^K^^ 
order  under  which  his  Mirfesty  at^^prneof  Movrs^  eriH  atoyfomer  pe- 
nodlahouredf    No,  i  do  fMJt  apprehend  tliere  ii. 

You  have  said,  that  you  are  not  less  sanguine  of  his  MigcMy^t  ultH 
mate  recovery,  than  you  were  when  you  gave  yotti<«timioe  before 
die  Privy  Council ;  are  you  fes^sansuine  of  hit  Majtosljf^i  M«dy  te» 
CO  very  than  you  were  at  that  period^  Yes,  of  MsMafftty's  apetdy 
recovery ;  from  tJM  relapse  which  took  f^lace  i«iiiiediitclly  aftuvwafdi^ 
we  certainly  have  not  so  fair  a  prospedt 

Can  you  state  any  probable  time  for  hii  K^()e«ty^  ultimate  rccorcfy ) 
No,  I  cannot  indeed ;  I  think  tfie  King  is  very  muc^  to  the  aaiae  state 
that  I  saw  him  in  the  latter  end  of  the  ye^  1788.  and  the  beginniag  «f 
the  year  1789 ;  but  it  varies  so,  there  «e  so  many  fluctuatSons;  thai 
when  we  seethe  King  a  little  better,  and  Mngon  a  little  better  far 
twoor  three  days,  we  are  sangome;  and  if  there  comet  a  relayia  It 
throws  us  back  again ;  there  are  suqh  fluctuations^  it  is  impotsiUe  to 
give  any  positive  and  decided  opfiiton ;  Ml  &deed,  in  this'  cast  there  b 
no  deiinkive  time  in  the  nature 5>f  the  mabdy  'i  when  anen  have  i  cotft- 
mon  fever,  after  the  symptoms  have  been  formed  tbr^cr  Ibo^days^ 
one  can  form  a  (>retty  good  judgment  at  to  the  duration  of  ^t  dlsaate  ; 
but  in  this,  I  believe,  nobody  hat  ever  been  Me  to  aaeertala  my  |irccitc 
time. 

Then  }  undentand,  frofn  the  hature  of  the  malady,  it  is  fanboMMe 
for  medical  skill  to  ascertain  the  time  of  recovery,  as  in  a  leTir  nr 
6<hcr  ordinary  dbeise  ?    Just  sa 

t  Are  you  of  opinion  that  that  diflieuit;^  is  hicftaaed  by  bit  Ms^elty't 
advanced  age,  and  by  any  other  infirmity  thaA  mtr^  bav^tlttaohed  to 
&b.Maj^y7  The  King's  it  a  green  da  tg6;  there  it  to«rach  appa* 
rent  integnty  of  constitution  about  him.  that  I  ttuak  that  that  eartatnly 
does  not  operate  upon  my  mind;  and  i  believe  not  upon  Iht  mmd  oif 
thf,  to  nmch  as  it  would  in  the  case  of  any  other  person* 

Do  you  know  how  long  the  Chancdlor  remained  witb  <h«  King? 
Very  httie  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hoCir ;  I  tlmik  Sir  fieary  Hitfbrd 
said  he  minuted  him,  and  that  it  was  \t  minutes. 

You  have  sUted  that  when  Lard  Thuriow  saw  bit  Ms$etty  ia 
1788,  and  when  Mr.  Pitt  saw  his  >i^esty  about  the  tasie  tune,. 

Jou  wene  present  at  those  interriewsr  1  was  present  wb«n  Mr. 
itt  Went  \n,  and  i  think  I  wu  once  present  when  Lord  Thuriow 
went  in* 

Nobody  was  present  the  day  before  yesterday,  when  te  Lord  Chan- 
cellor went  in  ?    No. 

Was  the  absence  of  the  physicians,  upon  this  occasion,  at  the  pbyti- 
ciaas'  own  suggestion,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Lord  CbanceHor }  At 
the  physicianr  own  suggestion,  that  the  Chancellor  should  form  his 
own  opinion. 

Did  not  the  duration  of  his  continuance  depend  upon  ^  opinion  of 
the  physicians?  Entirely:  the  stipuhition of  the poyikiatts  was,  tbat 
he  should  see  his  Majesty  for  a  quarter  of  an  hovr. 

It  was  of  Sir  Hennr  Halford's  own  motion,  that  he  pr^MNed  to 
the  King  to  see  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  and,  having  so  proposed 
to  the  King,  he  communicated  to  the  other  i^hysiciant'tfaat  he  had 
so  proposed,  and  they  ^r  some  discwtion  consented  to  it? 
Xcs. 

Butltwanot  first  of  all  prapoiad' to  the  pbyiicyMiai  •  mtasure 


hj  Sir  Hcn^  9^<Md  ?-^It  h^i  l^eon  ditciMied  amonr  ot  aomt  4ime 
Before,  and  Sir  Henr^  Halford  at  that  time  thougot  be  pxw  fye 
Ming  m,  sueh  a  afUte  m  which  we  all  said  if  we  had  teen  him  we 
ifiould  have  wished  it :  thcice  was  no  blaaM  ia  the  world  attached  t« 
Sr  Henry  Halford.  ^ 

When  D^  Mj^eity's  ph;si<:iaat,  occasionally,  in  their  datlv  reports, 
describe  his  Majesty  as  l>eing  better,  dothcymfao  to  coome  them* 
tebrea  csclusivelY  to  his  me^al  disorder,  or  to  combine  with  it  any 
consideration  oTais  bodily  state  ?  To  combipf  them ;  when  they  ^ly 
be  is  better,  the]^  mean  both.. 

FeTer,  in  the  bulletins,  means  not  merely  fever,  but  the  mental  dif- 
order  ^iggnnfatid  by  fever  i  M  those  times  the  Kmg.has  had  fev^r,  and 
it  has  p^^ms  been  the  most  pi;omiaeat4Mnr(of  his  duorder ;  tii^re  hart 
been  periods  when  the  King  .was  very  seriously  ill  with  fever. 

r  Withdrew.! 
Dr.  MATTHEW  BAILIiE  called  in.  «id  examined* 

Can  you  ass^  the  present  disocder  oC  bis  Majesty  t#  any  p«iv. 
ticuiar  cause  ?  I  have,  no  doubt  in  my  owp.  mind  .that  his  oonaplainl 
troae  out  c^  the  g^eat  afifectipn  thiat  his  Majeftjjr  h^  for  his  dffccased 
daughter,  and  the  great  affliction  that  he  felt  dunng  her  long  and  tedious 
illness.  .    «   -   . 

When  were  you  first  called  to  see  the  l^ing^  4  bfli^c  itwas  the 
^th  of  October. 

Were  you  in  the  habit  of  attending  on  the  King  before  his  illness? 
Na.notal.^. 

Did  you  ever  visit  the  King,'  as  a  patient,  before  this  flloess }  No^. 
never. 

Inordmary  cases,  wopld  you  suppose  that  a  patient  wis  mep*  likely 
to  reooter  from  a  mental  malady,  havins  beoi  aficcted  with  moatM 
malady  three  or  four  times  previously,  tnan  if  he  had  never  been  S0 
aflccted?  ,1  do  not  knqiw  v.07  well,  what  answer  to  .give  to  that  quet- 
lion :  1  tmnk  it  bears  tw9  ways ;  it  sippeaai  to  m)9,  that  whrre  ^  periMi 
has  had  an  indisposition  wi^  pertain  syiTipt)?^^  three  or  four  tiones,  tmi 
bap  recoverc^,  it  always  g|vesa4:PQ«ideniw^pmuniption,  provided.the 
copstitution  IS  ngt.  mu^h  weakened  in  ib,  ppwepb  mat  tho  pera^  wiU 
recover  a^n ;  at  the  same  time  it  may  be  said,  that  the  suaocptibility 
to  diaease  is  ncreascdby  the  nomberof  aU^cka,  and  in  thai  point  of 
Tiew  the  peni^n  might  not  hie  so  likf ly  to  f«oover.    I  ti^,  howfvf^, 

that  the  ptber  reasoning^  more  power  sJt^i^ther  than  jtl^  1^  and 
therefore  I  di^Hild.say„  tfa|at  if  the  coBstituti(D||ifis>  not.  much  iresdoene<^ 
it  gives  a  presumption,  if  a  person  has  rf ooffrg^Jwin  a  vnulav  disease 
wee  times,  tjpa^hf  hfs  a  cpnsidenblcicbaiicir  of  nfff^vf  ring  the;foirth 

When  you  talk  of  ro^  Kuig'.s  reooveiy,  9f^  cofimeifncy  t«  puUic 
business,  you  mean,  the  complete  recovery,,  as  y^Ht-  ¥^0liid)9pf«k  of 
another  pati^tt  to  be  competcait  ta  the  manageimmt  wd  direction  of 
all  his afaifs ?  Ithinkso.  I  donot  say  tfiat  tlHr,Kin^  migbtBot  foil 
back  and  be  liable  to  any  future  attack  pf^a  similar.  indispositioQ;  but  as 
for  aaIoaojiidsBe:of  it,  it  is  most  probable,  that  if  he  doeaKCover,  he 
will  recover  with  the  same  poweaof  perfonning  his  duties  aa  a  sove- 
reuoi,  as  before. 

nave  any  of  the  loyal  Family  aaea  the  Kingi  since  hia  indispoaitioi»? 
Notaa  for  as  I  know;  I  believe  at  thotune  he  was  beginning  to  h^ 
iuififod  at  fost,  hit  foaailyr  law  hjpt  I  but  aiocf  the  disease 


Hft  ditnct<!r,  I  believe,  none  of  the  Royal  family  baVb  %^  him.  I 
befierie  nobody,  since  the  S5th  of  October. 

I9  the  hurry  of  which  you  speak,  to  be  understood^  air  subsequent  c^ 
anterior  to  the  25th  of  October  ?  He  was  certainly  very  much  hunied 
on  the  25th  of  October;  but  I  believe  there  were  little  marks  of  the 
same  s6rt  before  thit ;  and  that  Ihey  wi^re  observed  by  (lir  JiwiHj,  be- 
fore they  were  observed  by  strangers. 

'  Did  you  observe  any  symptoms  of  it^jeforethe  25th  of  October  ? 
1  think  once  dr  Iwice  I  obsetred  a  Utile,  but  it  did  not  sttfte  iiie  itiuirfa  ; 
on  the  24th  it  was  very  well  marked.  I  saw  the  Kinff  twice  ^kiiay, 
before  the  25Hi,to  giVe  ah  account  of  his  daughter.  ^    '** 

'  Did  you  make  aify  obs^ation,  on  the  state  of  the  KinJi  bn  the 
f  4th  of  October  ?  i  t^vb  no  recollection  of  niakiifg  any  parlSetilar  ob^ 
servation.      '  -/  •.    -    ■.  •  .  :j-  ^  -  -  <f 

'  Can  any  persons  have  int  access  to  his  jNlajesty^  without  the  know* 
ledge  and  'conseht  of  ftis'fohysicians  ?'  1  believe  not ;  thifre  ax'e  certain 
MSctH  of  course  '^stabiislled'  about  his  iViajesty^  but  there' is  no 
feranger)  odcksidnally  one  or  two  bf  his*  conftdential  j^gcs  have 
k:ome  into  the-room  for  an  Instant^  but  I  do  not  know  that  any  body 
else  has.  i*  .  •  vii  -         :        j  > 

Has  any  person,  other  than  the  Roya|  Family,  or  his  pages,  orat^- 
t^ndants,' seen  the'Kiftg^'sil^ce  you  have' been  m  atteiiddntS  Upon  his 
Majesty  ?  Yes,  the  Ijord  Chancellor  saw  bis  Msgesty  the  rfay  before 
yesterday.i'     :  .  n'.  'i  A   ..  '■     .•  n  ■■  v  •     ^ 

Were  you  consulted  on  tlie  propriety  of  the  Lord  Chanddlor's  seses 
ing  the  king  r  '  It  maide  k  part  of  jeeaehii  conversation, 'istmong  the 
physicians,  the  day  before  the  Lord  Chancellor  saw  the  King ;  and  H 
tra8>lhi>tight  u(>brt  th^<#hore,  perhaps/thatlt  wbtiid  be  mote^fsft^itory 
IkHsit'theCtfanc^llor  should  see  the  King,  so  is 'to  give  anaedoimtafhhn 
4rom  hW  own'obsetvation.^  .      *  »;   •  .      ,.a 

'^^VV'^as  4hat'^'  matter  that' ^^ge^t^d  melf'tdthe  phVsiMans  in  their 
WWflHoalc^pAcHy; 'or  was '^lftfrowndutfr6m'^y  other  q&aftlif^   ♦  K'wa> 
km  tbmwM  ootlrtjm atty  iJttittrtiaartlei^jja  ftf^^s!  know.' ' '  '       ■ 
^li^^ram'whichofvth^  ^AysWaiis  did  the' fiHt^'stivgestion  ^m^,dT  ^ 
Jbr«pHwty  <)ftHe'GHan6^HWlse^iri|j  th*«4itg  ^  •  PbelieVe  ityh&hxiih  Dr. 

io  WfMt  f«dldiis  did' Dr:  fA^e^deu  assign,  fdh'tHsfaid^aie ChaftcellM- 
.l9^iW«He.lt«i^?i  '11)et1^^ai»ha  feison"  d^ikAed,  btit  fhatf  hi^v«>' ^ 
iMbid'Abwf; OMftift  wdst»b^hf  dMlrable'  mianfM;  shd^'ha^((,^npt 
^Mp|ik«lfc  repbrt  oPfhe  iWftilk^arej;  but  the  ft^wrt  ofthis^IJof*  ChdH- 
-feellofi  HkiW'liii  o#fl^dbs»fati6n:;  •  '■'"": '  '  "  -'•  "S!"  •  '^*'>v  ''^''  •  5' 
f i  •  ( DiU  tii^  .^hysi^mi«  bollsld^  ir ^-^ii^  6f  Aei^  dtk^  t6  discu4s  *Whift 
would  be  most  satisfactory  to  Parliapient  ?  I  really  do  not  kii^ow, 
-vl^i^^mfthiffm^l  mfe46n€hej(fad  tMelr  (hity ;  i  do't^t  ly^nd 
tto^yirltethWfit'WHs^isCi^^i^    *  •••  ""'^    'i  '     '' .       1  "   .^   m.    j 

^  .DoyiJ«>Wf«jwHIWti*%»^'Mtt]eity'hAd  bt*tf  informed,  preVioosTy  t» 
.MUcH  «i[>htollSltMA]i^g  WbM^ys^^^^^^  that  On  thai  day  thf  €haocel*> 
dofwouWbeet'WinWaior?' 'Yesihewwrnibrmed.  \      '   ^ 

-  I  By  whom^as  he'so  inibrnied  ?    I  believe  by  Sir  Henry  Halford.  * 

.  Waa  such  inlbhnation  li^omlliUnibated  by  8ir  Hebry  Haliord  tb  thb. 
King,  in  consequence  of  apy  discussicm  among  the  physicians  f  Theta' 
was  no' discussion,  as  iar  as-  1  fecoliect,  bv  which  Sir  .Henry  was  enq^ 
powered  to  make  any  commimication  to  the.  King ;  and  the  fact  ii,  I 
believe,  it  was  thought  ifterwards  better,  that  the  communication  ba^ 

pot  been  made. 
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'  fies  his  UlajcctT  been  subject  to  way  bodily  iildfflpoiltittti,  wkhiH  tiM 
kfitfertofffbt?  His  body  bAs  hardly  beett  at  any  time  peffeotty  free 
ffon  inaispoMtiOtt*.     •  i    ..;.*.".■    u 

Do  you  attach  any  importance  to  the  indisposition  to  which  hil  Ma& 
|eity  has  been  subject,  in  the  course*  of  the  UBttbrtftigiht,  as  aAscMag 
his  general  beaitli }  1  shonld  not,  I  thitikj  attaeti  fbueh  imgdrtilAoe  't» 
it ;  the  Idea  that  naturally  occurs  to  themiitd,  In*  <i6niidenjlga'«mall 
defend  of  {lodiiy  health  is  this,  thit  as  the  Kittg  d«rin^  the  whole  of  this 
indisposition,  has  had  more  or  less  of  bodily  indisposition,  though  sofaie- 
fiines  rcry  iftll^;  yet  it  becomes  an  addHioual,  though  a  slight  -^mof, 
thaf  he  may  probably  reeover,  that  Ke-hatthat  bodily  ailment  i  it  thereirafe 
pieeioely  the  ^^rteof  mind  ^hieh  the  King  has,  without  bodlt^aiU 
meviti  vre  shmild  savi  there*  was  altogether  a  less  'chance  of  thf-Kiaf^ 
recoTering,  than  if  be  had  the  bodily  ailment  just  ^ated;  at  tbesame 
<ime>  i  think  ft  right  to  say^that  M^ihe^hnes  ^hit  bodily  ailnftea^  hits 
been Tcry  little(.  '-•  *  .   •   /    i 

Dots  the  King^^  age  render  liis*  re4ov^  m^ro^r  less  probaMe,  Ifaaa 
if  he  werpa  you&ger  person  ?  -It  certeittly  vendereit  lessfprobable ;  it 
the  same  time,  ageis^a  relative  term;  the  King^  at 73,  bstnuuMl: 
and  yoaiigef^  if  one  niay  use  that  eitpnesskm,  thaM  many  persons  dSi, 
and  thtDetore  may  have  a  better  chdnee  than  moirt  persons  would*  ktvii 
at  the  saroe'periodoflife.  >     ' 

.  f  >6et  tHe  king's  defect  of  sight  at  all  Influenoei-  in'  your  Xipiniao^  the 
^ebabHity  or  improbability  m  the  Klng^l  ultrtnaie  recovery  ?  I  have 
reaHynacocpenenceat  all,  and  therefore  what  Ishatllaay  to  the  Committed 
tnust  hb  consklefed  as  a  conject^e/^ndHhenfore  be  probablj^  of  little 
vaHie.  I shouldcohceive  that,  intheieadier  periodsof an  indi»o«ition^like 
tbe  King^siy*  blk^dness  would  probably  be  an  ad»rantage  \  ml  it  would 
lessen  the  excitement ;  but  when  a  person,  afflicted  like  the  King>  gns^ 
•B  towa^^j  recofery,  I  conceive  that  the  want  of  sight  would  be  a  dis- 
advantage, oecause  he  would  be  deprived  of  many  amusements  that 
would  occupy  his  mind  and  assist  in  the  complete  recovery.  I  con- 
ceive, that  when  a  person,  sirailady  situfite^^th  regasdto  complaint  as 
the  King,  has  got  into  a  state  of  convalescence  so  as  to  be  able  to  take 
exercise,  perhaps  the  having  sight  would  be  then  a  disadvantage  again, 
because  <h^:w<wld  be  routed  by  a  gtieat  many  pl$t0tl»:  idd  tidni  violent 
exercise,  which  might  possibly  brina  back  a  return  of  the  complaint 
WkrfT'say  now,  however,  is  altogether  conje<;ture. 


...  _  ly  tg  nave  an  mnueivje 

upon  the  positive  recovery  of  the  King,  than  upon  tjae.  dura.tlon  oypif  " 
Illness.  ,   . 

Can  you,  un'der  the  circumstanced  which  peculiarly  attach  to.'tbfe 
Kiilg^  situation,,  his  defect  df  sight,  and  his  age,  form  in  your  own 
mind  any  conjecture,  at  all  satisfactory  to  you,  as  to  the  probable  du- 
ration'bf^  the  King's  illness?  I  really  cannot.  I  can  only  give  the 
apswer  I  have  done  before ;  we  can  only  conjecture,  and  there  i^  no 
other  ground  of  lUdgment  I  can  perceive,  than  that  of  comparing  the 
present  with  his  Majesty's  former  illnesses ;  at  the  same- time,  I  think, 
nie  circuthstances  are  sUch,  as  to  render  it  likely  that  the  present 
indisposition  will  be  a  longer  indisposition  than  some  of  the  former. 

•Have  you  ever  known  an  instance  of  a  person,  of  the  King's  age, 
ttid  deprived  of  sight,  recovering  perfectly  from  an  attack,  such  as 


kte Mistily  worn  Ukom  midcr?  I  hare  na^ei!  known,  Mo^hr  as  I  re» 
«ollfl«:(^  but  om^  fi^tfrn  wh^  mm  affected  with  Ms  disordcie,  who  was 
at  old  as  tke  Kiiig,  and  that  person  saw ;  but  that  pcnon  «ud  not.  re^ 
onivr* 

.Hate  you  a  mmifc  or  less  saagaioe  expectation  of  bis  M4esty> 
iiltinuitA  recovery^  now,  than  yo¥  had  at  the  period  wheq  you  wer« 
oximiined  before  tbc.  Prjvy  Council  ?  I  have  tmtt  a  less  sangaioe  e»» 
Motalion;  butlbe  diiSeroncff  in  that  respect,  I  ought  to  say>  is  very 

JblMiO*  '    ' 

itere  .you  a  more  or  less  sanguine  expectation  of  bis  .Majesty's 
ipMdy.  recorary,  now^  than  you  had  at  that  pesiod '  I  never  thought 
ttiikdy  that  his  Majesty  woeld  recotec.  soon;  iC  tbere  iflimy  change 
iaayi  sentiments  now.  it  is  nKMt  pcobaUy  that  it  will  be  longer  than  I 
ihoiu^Bt  one  time. 

What  has  made  youi  somewhat  less  sanguine  of  the  Kin^*s  speedy  re* 
covery,  than  you  were  when  examined  before  the  Privy  Coniicil } 
Tbattbtre  has  been>anoiber  attack  since  I  was  examined ;  and  I  think 
IhQ  remission  since,  the  altack  baa  been  hardly  so  oomplete  as  some  of 
Ibo  foraier  .ones  wiMni»/< 

,  Having  stated*  in  the  earlier  part  of  your  examination,  that  you  be- 
liemd  hit  Majesty's  afiestion  for  thir  deceased  Priooess,  and  giief  du- 
ring her  illness,  was  the  cause  of  his  Majesty*s  indispositipOn  will  you 
sliiite  whether*  in  youropiniOn#  the  circumstance  dt  sooh  a  cause  being 
assicnable»  is.fsvoufafale  or  otberwtK«  with  regard  to  tbs  prospect  of 
hislMiji«sty*t  recovery?.  I  can  only  answer  that  question  «y  cdojec* 
lu«e ;.  but!  should  say..upon  the  wnole.  it  was  rather  farourable*  It 
tt  bptter  to  know  some  6xied  cause  for  the  complaint*  and  it  is  better 
Hkewiise  that  the  cause  thonld  bare  ceased,  which  it  baa  done  in  the^ 
fstKUt  instance. 

[Withdrew.' 

'.  •  .  r  ■  I       .  *  ... 

lATUBDAr,   DBCeuftBR  15,    1810. 

Dff.  WliLUAM  Hi&BERDEN  called  in.  and  examin<-d. 

[The  first  eight  answers  of  Dr.  Heberden  were  similar  to  those 
given  bf^fore  the  PrjVy  Council.] 

State  your  o|>inion  upon  the  present  state  of  his  Majesty'y  healt&u 
»  compared,  with  that  at  the  time  you  were  examined  pcfore  the 
nivy  Council ;  do  you  conc^iv<;  him  to  be  better  or  worsen  or  in  the 
same  state  ?  I  should  conceive  him  to  be  very  much  in  the  same  state. 
It  would  be  right  to  add  to  that  Answer,  that  nis  Majesty  has  not  Qon- 
ttnued  uniformly  in  the  same  state,  since  I  was  examined  before  the 
Privy  Council  ;^  but.  has  been  worse  for  a  few  days,  and  siiKe  then  has 
|>een  better  again. 

When  did  you  last  see  the  Riag }    I  saw  the  King  yesterday  mom-* 
fag. 

What  was  hb  state^at  tKat  time  ?  I  understood  that  his  Majesty  had 
passed  a  very  good  night ;  but  previous  to  my  seeing  his  Majesty  in 
the  morning,  it  had  been  mentioned  to  him.  that  his  nhysicianay  or 
some  of  them,  were  coming  to  town  for  the  purpose  of  being  ^<>p^!nfd ; 
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audi  belfcve  it  was  owing  to  that  cause»  that  kb  Majesty  M  t  ttlfle 
huTT}'  Upon  him  at  the  time  I  saw  hun :  I  corccit^  it  vas  owing  to  fhit 
came*  because  his  conversation  was  directed  to  thalt  sobgedt 

By  whom  had*  the  communicatiofi  been  made  to  the  King,  tbst  hll 
pfaysiciatns  were  coming  to  town  to  be  eScaniiiMd }  i  lindentood*^  i6 
hare  been  made  by  Dr.  Reynolds. 

Did  Dr.  Reynolds  make  that  communicatkm  td  the  k$ng,  by  the 
advice  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  physidans,  ot  with  their 
knowledge  },  Dr.  Reynolds  meaning,  to  come,  to  town-  sooner  than  tli^ 
other  physidansy  had  seen  his  Maie^  earlier,  find  mentioned  it  to  \Amp 
^  I  beliere,  when  he  ^as  by  himself,  and  previoul  to  any  <?ottimviticitioo 
with  the  other  physicians. 

Will  you  hare  the  goodness  to  define  what  yon  metth  by  iUtf  Wori 
<*  huiTT  ?'^  Talking  more  rapidly,  and  with  quicker  transitiods  -froAk 
poe  subject  to  another. 

Is  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  you  mean  to  exprefli  an  it- 
coherent  talking  ?    No. 

As  yon  presume  that  the  comniumcation  made  to  the  KMg  had 
OGCuioned  the  hurry  you  witnessed,  do  you  mean  to  inform'  the 
Committee,  that,  after  baring  had  a  good  night, '  the  King  has  beeo> 
in  the  present  illness,  invariably  better  than  when  he  has  passed  a 
sleepless  night,  or  a  night  with  very  little  sleep  ?  He  has,  very  gene- 
rally, been  better  after  passmg  a  good  niglit. 

Has  that  always  been  the  case  ?    It  has  not  always  been  tlte  case. 

When  you  state,  that  you  expect  that  the  King's  recovery  wiH  not  b^ 
"Very  distant,  what  limitation  ot  time  do  yon  apply  to  the  words ''  very 
distant }"  I  can  q>ply  no  distinct  limitutton ;  but  in  his  Majesty^s  last 
iUaess  I  was  called  to  attend  him  on  the  I2th  of  February,  1804  ;  and 
liisM^esty  first  presided  at  a  council,  I  think  on  tbe  23d  i^f  April 
following:  I  riiomd  expect  hb  illness,  in  the  present  case,  to  felreW 
nearly  the  same  cliaracter  as  in  tiiat  illness ;  and,  what  1  understand •!* 
have  been  the  case  in  his  former  illnesses. 

Do  Tott  expect,  that,  dating  from  this~day,  his  Maiesty  is  likely  tm 
be  so  far  recovered  within  in  one  month,  its  to  be  able  to  preside  at  a 
council  ?  I  omnot  possibly  give  an^r  -distinct  answer  to  that  ouestion ; 
there  is  nothmg  that  makes  it  impossible,  and  there  is  nothing  that  kadt 
me  to  say  it  wiU  be  so. 

Have  you  seen  such  symptoms  of  his  Majesty's  disorder,  since  yoa 
wete  eaamined  before  tne  nrivy  Coundlr  as  to  lead  you' to  hope  his 
recovery  wfll  be  more  speedy,  than  you  did  hope  at  the  time  yo«l  w«re 
so  examhied  ?  I  think  there  are  no  circumstances  to  lead  m6  to 
expect  it  would  be  more  speedy,  than  when  I  was  examined  befbit 
the  Psrivy  Council. 

Have  there  been  any  circumstances  whidh  have  induced  you  ib 
•bate  of  your  hopes  and  expectations  of  a  speedy  recovery  ?  No 
drcumttances  to  mduce  me  t(i  abate  my  hopes  of  his  ultimate  reco- 
very, and  no  other  circumstances  to  make  me  doubt  of  his  speedy 
recovery,  than  there  havmg  elapsed  another  ibrtnight,  without  his 
being  at  present  forwarder  than  he  was  at  that  time. 

Have  hir  physicians  been  disappointed  in  their  expectatiotps  of  the 

flvctuaticHis  in  the  King's**  disorder,  since  the  S9th  of  November } 

lley  have  not  been  disappointed  in  their  ^neral  view  of  the  case; 

.  at  each  particular  period  of  remisiion  of  his  Majefity'ft  iUjkssi  thty 
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iM^Tff /entortaiMil  a  hope  that  it  migl)t.gQ  on  a  nearer  approach  to 
ftfipvery  thai^  it  hat  done. 

When  were  yo«  first  called  upon  to  attend  the  King,  in  your  pro- 
tasipp^l  capacity?  On  the  13th  of  Februar}',  1804, 1  began  a  regiitar 
altfpjlance  upon  his  Majesty.  He  mav  have  occasionally  asked  roe 
some  things,  on  the  subject  of  his  health,  before  that :  but  not  as  a 
consultation  of  a  regular  physician. 

•  Did  you  attend  the  King,  during  the  whole  progress  of  that  dis- 
ivrder  ?    Yes,  I  did*  ^ 

Did  you  refer  that  disorder  to  any  assignable  cause  ?  Yes. 
I  .Qo  you  think  that  a  patient  who  has  ^een  afHicfed  with  mental 
derangement  frequently,  during  his  life,  is  more  or  les&  likely  to 
im^^ver  from  the  disorder  under  which  he  may  labour  ait  t^ie  present 
tjm0,  than  if  he  had  never  been  so  afEicted  ?  1  should  cobceive  it 
must  depend  upon  the  effects  apparently  produced  by  each  attack  of 
Xhfi  disorder. 

In  the  case  of  the  King  do  you  think,  that  his  having  been  afflicted 
/three  times  previously  with  tbe  same  disorder,  makes  him  more  or 
less  likely  to  recover  from  the  present  attack }    More  likely, 
...  Do  you  take  his  age  into  consideration,  when  you  answer  that 
Kiuestion  ?    1  do. 

•You  have  stated  that  the  greater  number  of  patients,  as  far  as  vour 
experience  and  information  have  gone,  have  recovered  from  attacKS  of 
a  similar  nature;  in  s|>eaking  upou  that  subject,  do  , you  include 
parents  of  the  age  at  which  the  King  has  now  arrived  ?  No ;  the  cases 
that  I'know  distinctly  of,  respecting  persons  of  the  Klng*^  age,  have 
been  too  few  for  me  to  speak  particularly  to  that, effect 

{lave  you  known  any  cases  of  patients  above  seventy  years  of  age  ? 
}  have  known  cases  of  derangement  of  persons  above  seventy  years  of 
»ge ;  I  have  known  no  case  similar  to  liis  Majesty's, .  in  any  person  of 
that  age. 

In  those  cases  of  derangement  of  patients  above  seventy  years  of 
age,  have  any  of  them  recovered  ?  in  derangement,  if  the  delirium 
oT  fever  may  be  so  called,  certainly  many  have. 

Do  you,  speakmg  medically,  consioer  the  delirium  of  fever  to 
.l^QOie  under  tne  description  of  derangement  of  mind?  It  certainly 
does  not  come  under  the  general  character  of  insanity ;  no  more  does 
his  Majesty's  case.  * 

(  What  description  would  you  give  of  his  Majesty's  case ;  is  it  merely 
the  delirium  of  fever  ?  No,  it  is  not  merely  tlie  deliriuro  of  fever ; 
•nor.  19  it  any  common  case  of  insanity;  it  is  a  deranffement  atteSided 
.with  more  or  less  of  fever,  and  liable  to  accessions  and  remissions.    . 

Has  it  at  times  happened,  during  your  different  attendances  upon 
<the  Kii^,  in  disorders  of  this  nature,  that  the  King  has  been  affected 
•with  fever?  Through  the  whole  course  of  it,  hb  Majesty  has  not 
uniformly  been  affected  with  £ever ;  the  beginning  of  the  last  attack, 
«nd  the  present  attack,  which  is  all  I  can  personally  speak  to,  have 
been  attended  with  fever ;  and  fever  has  occasionally  occurred  during 
thecoui^e  ofthem. 

Has  there  been,  at  any  lime,  in  the  King,  during  the  course  of 
these  disorders,  derangement  without  fever  ?     i  es. 

During  the  periods  at  which  derangement  has  occulted  without 
fever,  how  would  you  then  describe  the  disease  ?  I  can  give  it  n9 
other  terra  than  derangement. 
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Have  jou  seea  patients,  above  seventy  yl^ait  of  age,  m  ho  ^  have 
1ilw«red  under  detangefkieAt  without  fevor-?  I  hav«  seen  cases  of 
muity  in  persons  afboYe  seventy  years  bf  age. 

Have  Uuiie  patients  ictovtred  ^    No. 

Hate  those  fMitknts,  or  any  of  them,  whom  you  hl^e  «eeti  labottK 
Mng  under  insanity,  and  above  seventy  yeiM  of  ag«i  been' attacked 
afur  the  age  of  seventy }    I  beltete  not. 

Were  tbey  pitient^,  or  any  of  them,  who  had  expeHenced  aftacka- 
•f  insanity  in  the  earlier  parts  of  thteir  lives,  and  bad  itilerYallof  danitv 
batweeu  those  attadcs,  or  were  they  patients  who  had  been  afflicted  with 
one  continaed  insanity  ?  I  can  only  speak  decidedly  o(.  one  case 
where  there  have  been  intervals  of  sanity» 

Is  the  patient  now  dead  ?    Yes. 

How  long  was  it  from  the  time  of  the  last  attack  oh  that  patient  to^ 
bis  death  ?  I  did  not  see  it  at  the  beginning,  but  1  believe  four  or  five 
yeaes.  » 

Do  you  know  how  long  previous  to  the  age  of  seventy  the  last* 
'  attack,  which  terminated  only  in  death,  had  commenced  ?   'I  believe 
**  Tcrt  much  about  the  age  of  seventy. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  the  Kin^*s  bodily  h«^Uh,  in  voUt 
opinion }  There  is  no  material  injury  that  his  Maj^t^  appears  to  hav« 
auffeted  in  his  bodily  health. 

Is  his  MajestyV  constitution  what  may  be  called  pei-fectly  sound  ? 
Perfectly. 

Do  you  think  a  perRctly  sound  constitution  co-ekiirtlng  w1fli  a- com- 
pftete  mental  distemper,  a  fevourable  symptom^owatds  recovery  froih' 
'^  mental  disorder?  In  such  cases,  where  the  mental  tlisorder  has 
been  attended  with  any  affection  of  the  bodily  health,  I  should  consider 
the  soundness  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  perfect  stalte  6f  health,  tb  be 
fliateriat  to  a  person's  recovery. 

You  woula  have  greater  hopes  from  the  clrcimistance*  of  a  sound 
constitution'and  bodily  health  f  in  cases  where  the  mental  disorder  ha4 
been  connected  with  any  affection  of  the  body. 

In  the  icing's  present  disorder,  do  you  attribute  that  disorder  to  any 
bodily  derangement  ?    Not  originallv. 

Does  it  now  depend  upon  any  bodily  derangement }  It  is  con- 
nected with  his  bogily  health ;  his  bodily'  health  has  been  affected  by 
hb  disorder. 

Has  that  affection  of  his  bodily  health  produced  such  redaction 
.   at  to  account  for  his  present  stale  altogetfier }    I  do  not  consider 
his  Majesty's  t>odily  health  to  have  l>een  the  origin  of  his  disorder;  but 
hit  Majcaty's  bodily  health  has  been  affected  along  with  the  dis- 
order! and  nuide  part  of  the  disorder. 

Are  there  any  symptoms  now  attending  his  Majesty's  bodily  health, 
bj  the  removal  ot  which  you  think  that  the  recoV<iry  <ti  his  Ma}esfy*« 
fteaaoD  would  be  att:dned?  His  Majesty  hai  a  tendency  to, fever, 
somettmet  esti^^ng,  sometimes  not  existing,  the  reihovai  ofwhith 
tendency  would  contribute  to  his  Majestv's  restoration,  in  niy  ojiiaion. 

Has  there  been^  during  the  present  illneto,  it  any  period,  a  total 
'  absence  offerer }    Yea. 

During  the  total  absence  of  fever,  in  the  present  illftess,  has^  at  aiij^ 
^me^  tlie  derangetnent  of  mind  cotitinued  ?  I  believe  never,  in  a 
great  decree* 

Vol.  I.— 1810.       .  P  . 


106  TAB  PAftLIAMENTAttY   BKOIITBR.  [COH* 

In  anv  degree }    Yes. 

You  nave  stated  that  it  has  hajipened,  that  the  Ring  has  had  some 
hours  sleep  ia  the  course  of  the  night,  and  has  not  been  better  after 
that  sleep :  do  you  reckon  that  a  favourable  or  an  unfavourable  sjj^mp- 
torn,  in  regard  to  the  King's  recovery  ?  I  should  think  it  indiilerent 
in  regard  to  his  ultimate  recovery. 

Would  it  lead  you  to  suppose,  that  his  recovery  was  not  likely  in 
be  so  speedy  as  tf  sleep  produced  its  desired  effect  ?  It  would  not 
lead  me  to  form  any  ceitsun  conclusion*  with  regard  to  that  effect 

When  you  attended  the  King  ia  the  year  1804»  did  you  sign  the 
bulletins  at  tliat  time  ?    Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  last  bulletin  that  was  put  forth  to  the  public  > 
'  No. 

Was  it  intended  that  bulletin  should  convey  to  the  public  that  his 
Majesty  was  completely  recovered  ?  I  apprehend  that  the  bulletin 
must  have  been  intended  to  convey  an  idea  that  his  Majesty  was  per* 
fectly  recovered,  so  far  as  regarded  a  competency  to  tnnsapt  puolic 
business. 

Arc  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  when  you  apply,  the  words 
*l  perifectly  recovered"  to  the  King,  you  apply  them  ifi  the  same  sense 
at  ypu  would  to  any  priyate  inaividual,  that  he  was  perfectly  rer 
covered,  for  the  transaction  of  any  busineis,  public  or  private,  which 
might  belong  to  hin9|  s^d  tq  the  entire  mafiagement  of  his  affairs  ? 
Yes. 

The  Cofnmlttee  thep  are  to  understand,  tl^at  at  the  pess^tion  of  the 
bulletins,  in  the  year  1804,  the  King  wa^  so  cpnipletely  recovered  i 
I  apprehend  po. 

AUer  the  cessation  of  the  bulletins,  did  you  yisijtthe  Kins  as  his  phy- 
sician, in  18Q4  ?  After  the  cessation  of  the  bulletins,  bif  Majesty  went 
out  of  town ;  I  was  not  with  him  out  of  town  ;  he  rtfcurned  (o  town  nt 
ftp  yery  long  intervals,  ai)d  then  his  Majesty's  physicians  aUended  hini. 
I  believe  it  was  in  the  month  of  August  that  his  Majcytv  went  dpwn  Ut 
Weymouth,  and  from  that  tim^  to  the  end  of  October  Sir  Frantic 
J^^illman  and  myself  were,  one  of  U9,  always  with  his  Majefty ;  fpr  the 
greatest  part  of  the  time,  I  was  with  his  Majesty. 
.  Were  you  and  Sir  Francis  Millnian  the  only  attendants  upon  his 
l^lajesty  at  Weymouth  ?    Yes. 

At  any  period  subsequent  to  the  bulletins  in  1804,  did  you  perceive 
in  the  King  m^y  flurried  manner,  which  excited  your  attention  ?  His 
Klajesty  was  more  liable  tp  hurries  ;  but  I  believe  tliat  at  any  period 
pf  any  day  he  was  perfectly  competent  to  transact  business. 
.  Do  you  consider  the  hurries,  ofwhiphyou  have  been  speaking,  tq 
have  been  any  vestiges  of,  or  at  all  dependent  upon,  ^le  King's  qialady  I 
I  do.    .         ^ 

You  have  said,  tfuit  fever  has  accpmpanied  the  Kifig's  malady*  and 

that  that  fever  has  been  intermitting  during  the  course  qf  hii  malady, 

t>ut  that  you  did  npt  ovunder  the  fever  to  be  the  cause  of  his  malady ; 

*  do  you  conceive  the  cause  oi  his  malady  to  have  been  the  aflliction  of 

the  King  for  the  iiUiess  of  his  daughter  ^    I  do. 

You  nave  said  that  you  do  not  consider  the  King's  to  be  a  C9e  of 
ordinary  insanity  ?    I  did. 

What  is  the  cause  in  youf  opinion  subststipg  in  the  King*s  constitu* 
tion,  which  renders  him  liable  to  these  attacks  of  mental  deraacem^nt^ 
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It  »  a  peculiaritj  of  coaftittftioff,  of  which  1  can  give  no  diitiact 
account. 

Can  TOtt  giTC  any  distinct  account  of  the.  cause  of  the  accenion  of 
fever  which  tometimet  attends  the  mental  derangement  of  his  Ma* 
leity }  In  the  disorders  which  his  Majesty'  ha»  had  similar  to  the 
present  and  in  the  present  disoitler,  the  wiioie  frame  has  been  monc  or 
less  disorderedy  betn  bod]*  and  mind. 

Can  Tou  form  any  opmion  of  the  cause  of  tliat  hct }  .  I  conccfre;' 
with  rererence  to  the  present  case,  that  the  cause  was  certainly  owins 
to  his  Majesty's  anxiety  on  the  subject  of  his  daughter's  Hhiess;  Urn 
cause  product,  from  the  peculiarity  of  his  Majesty's  constitution,  the 
derangement  both  in  boay  and  mmd  which  constitutes  Hh  present 
disorder.  • 

Are  you  able  to  afford  the  Committee  any  infomation  as  to  the 
peculiarity  of  that  constitution,  in  what  it  consists?  I  conceive  the 
peculiarity  lobe  simply,  that  his  Majesty  has  appeared  liable  to  attacks 
of  disorder  similar  to  his  present;  but  the  cause  of  his  being  liable,  t 
cannot  at  uM  assig;n. 

Has  the  remission  of  the  fever,  after  the  last  considerable  access  of; 
the  disorder,  been  as  entire  and  complete  as  alter  any  former  attackf, 
in  this  now  subsisting  ihdispciiition  of  his  Majesty  ?  I  consider  the 
present  remission  to  bear  date  from  the  eveniaff  «  the  1 0th  of  this 
month ;  during  that  mterval,  from  the  lOtb  to  the  time  that  I  left  his 
M^esty\  yesterday;  momuig,  I  should  ooacetTe  the  iatennksioa  is  as 
pexfect  as  during  tite  same  number  of  days  in  any  former  intermissi9n 
•f  his  present  iimess. 

Do  you  conceive  the  delect  of  his  Majesty's  sight  to  be  a  drcumstaooe 
ftvouiable  or  unfevourable  to  his  ultimate  recovery?  I  should  con-, 
sider  it  as  a  circumstance  of  inconvenience,  but  not  a  circiimstance  at 
all  prejudicial  to  his  ultimate  recovery. 

Do  you  conceive  it  to  be  a  circumstance  having  any  influence  upO|i 
the  duration  of  his  illness,  ^nd  tending  either  to  prolong  or  to  shorten 
it  ?  I  should  not  comidfr  it  likely  either  to  prolong  or  to  shorten  hia 
inness.tp  such  a  p^od  when  his  Majesty  was  described,  in  my  answer 
to  a  former  question,  to  have  been  consideried  capable  of  transactii^  < 
Bublic  bttsinete;  afkr  that  period  L  should  conceive  It  of  use  to  ^his 
M»esty,  in  preventing  the  siibseauent  hurries  that  were  alluded  to. 

Is  the  C<«imittee  to  understand  you  as  saying  that  y^u  consider  the  . 
defect  of  his  Migesty's  sight  ^  a  circumstance  neither  likely  to  retard 
nor  Ukelr  to  accelerate  the  period  of  his  recovery,  so  as  that  his  Ma- ' 
jesbf  shaU  arrive  at  that  state  whic^i-  you  call  a  fit  one  for  the  discharge 
of  bittiness  ?    I  conceive  it  to  be  an  mdifferent  circumstance  as  to 
that  .       '  li 

You  have  stated,  that  since  you  were  examined  before  the  Privy 
Council,  his  Majesty  has  l^ii  worse  for  a  few  days,  and  since  then . 
betteragain?    Yes. 

Is' the  Committee  to  understand  from  that,  that  since  the  examination 
before  the  Privy  Council,  his  Majesty  has  had  a  relapse  ?    Yes. 

State  whether,  smce  that  relapse,  or  in.  consequence  of  that  relapse, 
you  have  tiie  same  confidence  and  expectation  of- a  speedy  recovery 
that  you  had  before  ?  It  would  not  alter  my  opinion  of  the  probabfe 
time  of  his  Majesty's  recovery,  though  I  can  hardly  pronounce  it 
speedy.  t 


•  Do  you  kn^w  wMhrr  4urifift  tl\^  fwnm  «ttiK:kf  of  ti$  M»jf«tf , 
after  any  remisston  of  the  disorder,  there  was  any  renewed  ioqieue  of 
t^^^Ub^na?    There  have  lK;en  a^feml. 

\hsi  tkc  sipiHYhenvaa  of  ^  recurrc^e  oif  m«nlal.  malady  ia  the  aaind' 

of^y  p«^tiqft^ja|^  ir-epcated  atH|c]ft$»  aoy  and  what  effect  in  ifoducfaii; 

t]>e  r^oevfal  ijif  w^fa^  iWttfpk  ?    I  «hpuld  coDceive«  ao  apprehfiwioji  iMh^ 

iiiind  of  the  patient  would  not  tend  to  produce  9Dy  rf)curreQ€«  of  Ibt 

.disorder. 

Q«C8  the  tidv^iKe  of  hi9  Majcsty*s  a^e,  tuice  his  first  attack  in  X29^ 
ii^cn^asextr  ^iuHoisb  your*  expectation  of  hie  Majisfily's  ukimate  focot 
very  ?  Ah&t;(^ted1v*G0Biiciered«  his  Majesty's  greater  age  woukl  ceis 
tainiy  l^  cQi^iHA^red  411  ua{avoura)»Le  circumstance ;  but  when  I  hxtti 
regard  fo  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  Majesty's  disorder,  l  thin^ 
lik  advanoed  figc^  4o^  not  alter  my  own  expeclatioQ  of  his  ultioiatu 
■  recovery. 

Would  the  'gjKB/L^f  pre^s^re  of  public  business  now  than  in  the  yew 
l7iiSj,  bavc^aoy  a^d  waat  eifect,  lu  your  opuiion,  as  to  acc«lerafcii»|(  or 
retarding  his  Majesty's  complete  recovery  ?    I  really  am 


t^cive  sioy-  distinct  swiisirer  to  that  question. 
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\-Paypu  think  ;iSH>re  or  less  favourably  of  the  probable  ismie  of  km 
^*j<^^ty's  fl»al4ciy^  from  there  beinf  such  an  assignable  came  for  that 
iYa)4<^  93  jqu  ba^vQ  staj^ed  }    I  should  think  more  fi^voAuably. 


* ' 


-  ■'"  8ir  HENRY  HALFORD,  BotI.  caNed  in  an««niiiuied. 

Has  any  amendment  already  taken  place  in  the  coune  of  \m  Ma« 
je^/s  diiordeir,  and  does  the  appearance  of  such  amendoaent  eonlbiue 
atipresffit?  A  very  considerable  amendment  baa  taken  place  in  hif 
^tojcslor's  diseffder  since  ks  comn»eAcement.  I  dp  npt  tknk  his  Ma- 
jesty has  made  much  progress  within  tUe  iast  fortnight. 

.  \Vhen  4id  you  lasts^  ^^^  ^^^H  ^  ■  ^^^  morning. 
W  hsit;  was  the  state  of  tbe  King^  at  that  time  \    Sis  M^iesfy  hm^  had 
afcfiuietnigb^.ainl  wa^  composAd  in  bis  cqnversatioa.  > 

.l>o.  yoi^  thl^t^,th«  King  waa  better  to<day  than  be  wais  yesterday  ?  - 1 
t^k  he  wais  qiiile  as  well  (o-d^y  as  1^  yras  yesterdi^y,  » 

^  Po  YOU  think  U><i:e  was  any  oiiiendment  tonlay  from  ye^erday  I 
No;, i 'think  ^  King  was  9»uch  4be  sam«  UMlay  asi^e  was  yesttrdA5. 

.^What  syfuptpnis  were,  there  to  induce  you  to  tbiak  tlie  41sordef  waa 
\^.ihn  same^stoj^  as.it  was  yesterday,  when  the  King  b9d  had  a  <|uiet 
<>^gM»  and  V4!&  Geiup<Med  ?  '1,  h»t  was  the  ease  tSva  ofei^  puift  «f 
y^ik^rday^  tboitgb  there  were  occasiqoaiiy  kuomei^ts  of  iUscoimiqiuie* 

^)Vas .  kt  the  ca^,  yesterday  .n^oming,  thai  he  w;^  qoyiposej  2  Nc^ 
not  in  tile  early  part  of  the  morning.  . , 

yUaye  Tous«:eii^^y  p4i^9ts  of  the  King's  a^,  afliicted  witb  the 
^^fi  m^miiy  ^  Not  precii^ei^'  uader  the,  same  circumstances  withk  tbiP 
King's;  the'King's  case  must  be  in  some  respects  pecjiiliar. 

fin.  wtot^dp^  tbe  pecu}^rity  of  the  King's  qase  consist  I  Mere  m  the 
circumstances  of  tiiemaaagemeot. 

is  tiiexe  any  think  onuited  in  the  management  of  the  Kipgfs.  casCj 
tl^  w4Htld  be  applie<l  t^  tiiat  of  any  othi^r  patient  ?    I  believe  not 

Is  there  any  thing  added  to  the  qiianagement  in  tbe  King's  case,^ 
\v^}ich,  CQuJd  j»ut  b«$  add^  ^  that  in  the  ^ase  of  any  otbes  patient?  • 
\  l)clieve  not. 

Then   in  what  does  the  difference  of  tbe  management  consist?— f 
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conedre  tiie  Kiag  it  mate  capable  oC  being  excited  by  external  cauaei^ 
from  not  being  iu.the  habits  of  being  contradicted  or  op|NMed  tbroa^ 
iiii  Uk* 

■  Are  ybur  hopes  of  recoyery  more  fisintin  the  case  of  the  Kku^  froaa 
the  qrcuoMtaaces  you  have  described,  tlnn  they  would  be  in  iSc  case 
uf  any  other  patient  mentally  ctrcumstanced  as  the  King  is  ?  -  Not  of 
ultimate  recovery. 

Are  your  hopes  of  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  King  as  itronc  aa 
Ihey  were  on.  the  3Sth  ef  Norember,  when  you  were  examined  De» 
fore  the  Privy  Couucil  ?  1  had  not  hopes  ot  his  speedy  reoorery  aft 
ibet  time. 

Have  you  hopes  of  his  speedy  recovery  now  ?  Net  of  speedy  ce*> 
covery. 

Can  yoa  limit  any  tiroe^  within  which  it  is  probable  the  King  may 
be  recovered  ?    I  cannot. 

Have  you  bad  any  patient  under  your  care,  mentally  deranged  al 
or.  above  the  a^  of  seventy^  i  have  seen  people  demnged,  aiNive 
seventy  years  of  age ;  but  "do  not  recollect  that  i  have  had  a  case 
under  my  own  care. 

Of  those  persons  whom  you  -have  seen  in  such  a  state  at  that  mc^ 
have  ay  or  any  of  them-  recovered }  1  cannot  speak  witti  confidence 
to  that  ouestioa;  becaoae,  asth^  have  not  been  people  under  my  own 
care,  1  ao  not  know  the  result 

Do  yon  not  know  the  result  of  any  of  tliose  cases  which  you  have 
seen^  L  cannot  speak  conhdently  to  the  recovery  of  people  above 
seventy4wo  years  of  age. 

Hien  you  cannoltake  upon  yourself  to  say^  whether  any  patient  at 
or  above  seventy  years  cf  age^  whom  you  have  known  to  Mve  been 
aaaataliy  deranacd,  has  or  has  not  recovered  f  I  cannot  speak  ccftv* 
Maitfy  to  that  pomt. 

Do  you  know  any  one  who  has  recovered  }  I  do  not  speak  of  my 
own  knowledge^  inil  I  have  beard  of  recoveries. 

What  is  the  present  sh»te  of  the  King's  bodily  health  ?  Not  perfectly 
good«  , 

What  ore  the  symptoms  of  disorder-  in  his  bodily  health  ?  He  has 
ievetiah  symptoms. 

Have  those  feverish  symptoms  continued,  froni  the  time  that  you 
were  first  called  in  to  visit.himt  to  the  present  time  ?  His  Majesty  has 
eecistooally  appeared  almost  free  from  fever;  but  I  think  I  can  hardly 
say  that  be  has  a(b  any  time  appeared  entirely  so. 

Do  Yoa  attribute  his  mental  derangement  to  any  bodily  complaint  I 
I  should  conceive,  there  were  two  causes^of  this  complaint ;  the  ho6f 
nuiat  be  predisposed  by  indisposition^  ^  to  receive  the  infiuence  of 
sttich  a  tauae  as  produces  the  King's  symptoms. 

When  you -say  that  the  body  must  be  predisposed,  do  yoU  mean 
to  aay  tJiut  in  all  cascSf  <i«rangement  of  mind  is  accompanied  by 
indisposttioD  of  body  ?  1  am  speaking  of  th6  King's  case  in  partL- 
Gular.  ...  • 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  there  must  in  all  cases  be  an  indisposition  of 
tiody»  when  there  is  a  mental  derangement }  1  think  it  probable  there 
must  be  so.  .      • 

Have  you  ever  had  under  your  care,  or  ever  seen,  persona  m  a. case 
«f  mental  derangement,  where  it  was  impossible  ^or  the  physician  to 
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tRce  bOiliW  imlispoMtioo  ?  I  think  I  ha^e  geneially  been  Mt  to  tnc# 
bodily  inditposttioB. 

D.o  jou  tnink  that  the  King's  mental  derangement  depends  upon  the 
present  state  of  his  bodily  indisposiHon  ?    Not  entirely. 

When  were  y 6u  first  called  in  to  Tisit  the  King  in  his  present  illness  ^ 
Hit  Majesty  asked  me  some  questions,  rc;specting  the  propriety  of 
taking  medicine,  on  the  evening  of  the  35th  ot  October. 

Diid  you  then  perceive  any  symptoms  of  mental  derangement 
in  the  King?  The  King's  conversatioB  and  hi&  manner  were  bur* 
litd.   . 

Was  that  such  as  to  amount,  in  your  opinion,  to  a  state  of  mental 
derangement  and  incapacity  for  business }    1  think  not,  at  that  time; 

Had  YOU  opportunities  oi  seeing  the  King,  before  the  25th  of  October  > 
Yet ;  1  saw  J^is  Majesty  every  day,  three  times,  from  tbe  3d|  of 
October. 

Did  yoo,  in  the  intenral  between  the  3d  and  the  35th  of  October, 
perceive  any  svmptom  oJf  indisposition  about  the  King }  I  sometimes 
thought  his  Majesty's  manner  agitated ;  but  there  always  seemed 
an  occasion  ef  this,  in  the  report  which  was  made  respecting  the 
FHncess  Amelia. 

Was  that  agitation  of  a  nature  to  excite  any  particular  apprehensions 
in  ]four  mind  with  regard  to  his  Majesty's  mental  health?  No,  not  at 
that  time. 

Not  at  an^  time  between  the  3d  and  the  S5th  of  October  ? — No. 

You  have  said,  that  on  the  33th  of  October  the  King  was  not  so 
Buch  mentally  indisposed  as  to  incapacitate  him  from  business,  or 
amount  to  mental  deranaement,  and  you  have  said,  the  King  is  so 
indisposed  now ;  when  did  the  symptoms  become  so  urgent  aa  to 
mount  to  UKapacitj  for  business,  and  to  establish  a  character  of  mental 
derangement  ?  His  Majesty's  symptoms  increased  rapidly  on  the  S8ti» 
of  October. 

In  point  of  fact,  did  bis  Majesty  transact  any  public  business,  to 
Tour  kuow  ledge,  between  the  25th  and  28th  of  October  ^  I  do  not 
know. 

Up  to  the  28th,  was  his  Majesty  in  a  state  to  transact  public 
business  >  I  think  60 :  I  think  the  King  could  tramsact  public 
business. 

Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that,  up  to  tbe  2Sth  of  October, 
and  on  the  28th  of  October,  his  Majesty  was  in  such  a  state  as  if  he 
had  been  a  private  individual,  he  would  have  been  entrusted  with 
the  transaction  of  any  thing  in  .the  mana^^ement  of  his  own  concecns  ? 
I  think  you  would  not  have  been  justified  m  takmg  from  any  individual 
the  power  of  transacting  his  own  business,  under  the  circumstances 
that  li  s  Majesty  was,  i  think  I  might  say,  to  the  night  of  the  27th  o^ 
October. 

Has  the  treatment  of  his  Majesty,  in  your  opinion,  in  every  respect, 
both  as  to  tl)e  introduction  of  persons,  and  the  system  of  maiuigement, 
as  well  as  the  system  of  medicine,  being  perfectly  proper }  I 
believe  so. 

You  have  been  acquainted  with  tlie  system  of  management,  in  the 
most  minute  particularity  ?     Yes.  ' 

.\n(l  have  known  of  every  person  introduced  to  the  Kiog^  Certainly. 
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And  er cry  thing  in  the  sptem  of  management,  the  system  of  medi- 
doe,  and  the  intrwiuctioo  of  persons  to  the  King>    T  believe  so. 

There  has  been  no  person  mtroduced  to  tbc  King  whose  introdtie- 
tbn  has  excited  any  aggravated  degree  of  indisposition  ?  Certainlj 
not. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  King's  mental  health  to-day,  as  compared 
with  the  slate  of  his  mental  health  on  the  25th  of  October?  He  is  by 
no  means  so  well  as  he  was  on  the  25th  of  October. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  King's  health  to-day,  as  compared  with  the 
state  of  his  health  on  the  28th  of  October  ?  I  tbink,  not  quite  so  well 
as  it  was  on  tiie  28th  of  October. 

You  have  stated,  that  there  is  an  amendment  ia  the  King's  health. 
Yes. 

If  he  is  not  so  well  as  he  was  on  the  25th,  nor  so  well  as  he  was  on 
the  28th  of  October,  with  what  period  do  you  draw  your  companion 
of  the  present  day,  when  you  say  there  is  a  state  of  amcndnient  ?  The 
6rat  week  of  November  m^e  particularly. 

Has  the  King  had,  what  may  be  called  a  relapte,  since  the  exami- 
nation of  the  rrivy  Council  ?  The  King  has  had  what  we  speak  of  in 
medical  terms  as  a  praroxysm,  since  tliat  time  ? 

Has  that  paroxysm  been  of  a  violent  nature  ?  It  has  been  one  of  a 
viol^it  nature;  but  not  of  so  long  a  duration  as  the.previous  ones  have 
been. 

Has  the  remission,  since  that  paroxysm,  been  so  complete  as  it  had 
been  subsequent  to  other  paroxysms  ot  the  same  nature  ?  I  tliink  not 
quite  so  complete. 

Has  sleep  the  desired  effect  upon  the  King,  generally  and  con- 
stantly ;  when  he  obtains  sleep,  does  he  appear  to  be  n|ore  refreshed 
-  and  to  be  more  composed  in  consequence  ot  it^  than  when  he  has  passed 
nights  without  sleep  ?    Certainly  -,  always  to  be  more  composea  tSttr 
sleep. 

Invariably?    I  think  so. 

Have  any  of  the  Royal  Family  seen  the  King  since  the  25tH  of  Oc- 
tober?    Yes.         , 

Siuce  the  27ll}  ?  Yes ;  I  think  (be  last  time  tlie  Queen  saw  the 
King,  was  on  the  29th  of  October ;  and  her  Majesty  was  the  last  of  the 
Royal  Family  who  has  seen  the  King. 

Have  any  other  persons,  except  his  medical  attendants,  and  those 
introduced  by  his  medical  attendants,  for  the  purpose  of  administering' 
to  his  medical  health  or*comforts,  seen  the  Kins  ?    Yes. 

At  what  period?  The  ChanceUor  has  se^  the  King  twioe,  and  I 
think  Mr.  Perceval  has  seen  the  King. 

When  did  the  Chancellor  fint  see  the  King,  subsequently  to  the  25th 
of  October  ?  i  think  it  was  on  the  29th  of  October ;  but  I  am  not  quite 
certain  that  the  Chancellor  saw  the  Kins  on  that  day. 

When  did  the  .Chancellor  see  the  King  the  second  time?  Last 
Wednesday.  *    * 

W^re  you  present  at  the  first  interview  between  the  Chancellor  and 
the  King?     les. 

W^  It  by  his  Majesty's  desire  that  the  Chancellor  was  introduced 
to  hiiQ  the  first  time  ?    Upon  mentioning^  to  his  Majesty  that  the  ' 
CMuiceHor  had  come  tp  ^^  indsor  to  inquire  after  him,  the  King  ex- 
preved  a  desire  to  see  him. 
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tRce  bodil^r  imlispoMtioD  ?  I  tbink  I  have  generally  been  Me  to  tnc# 
bodily  inditposttioB. 

Do  you  tnink  that  the  King*s  mental  derangement  depends  upon  tbe 
present  state  of  bis  bodily  indisposilion  ?    Not  entirely. 

When  were  y 6u  first  called  in  to  visit  the  King  in  his  present  illness  f 
Hit  Majesty  asked  me  some  questions,  rc;specting  the  propriety  of 
fiking  medicine,  on  the  evening  of  the  35th  ot  October. 


Did 

the 


you  then  perceive  any  symptoms  of  mental    derangement 
King?    The  King's  conversatioB  and  his  manner  were  bur* 

Was  that  such  as  to  amount,  in  your  opinion,  to  a  state  of  mental 
derangement  and  incapacity  for  business }    1  tiunk  not,  at  tbat  time: 

Had  YOU  opportunities  of  seeing  the  King,  before  the  25th  of  October  ^ 
Yet;  1  saw  his  Majesty  every  day,  three  times,  from  the  3d|  of 
October. 

Did  yott,  in  the  interval  between  the  3d  and  the  35th  of  October, 
perceive  any  symptom  of  indisposition  about  the  King }  I  sometimes 
tiiougbt  his  Majesty's  manner  agitated ;  but  there  always  seemed 
«n^  occasion  ef  this,  in  the  report  which  was  made  respecting  the 
FHncess  Amelia. 

Was  that  agitation  of  a  nature  to  excite  any  particular  apprehensioas 
in  your  mind  with  regard  to  his  Majesty's  mental  health }  No,  not  at 
tbat  time. 

Kot  at  any  time  between  the  3d  and  the  S5th  of  October  > — No. 

You  have  said,  that  on  the  25th  of  October  the  King  was  not  so 
Buch  mentally  indisposed  as  to  incapacitate  him  from  ousiness,  or 
amount  to  mental  deraneement,  and  you  have  said,  the  King  is  so 
indispoted  now ;  when  did  the  symptoms  become  so  urgent  aa  to 
mount  to  incapacity  for  business,  and  to  establish  a  character  of  mcsital 
derangement  ?  His  Majesty's  symptoms  increased  rapidly  on  the  28tb 
of  October. 


In  point  of  fact,  did  his  Majesty  transact  any  public  business,  to 
Tour  knowledge,  between  the  25th  and  28th  of  October  ^  I  do  not 
know. 

Up  to  the  28th,  was  his  Majesty  in  a  state  to  transact  public 
business?  i think  w:  I  think  the  King  could  transact  pubUc 
business. 

Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that,  up  to  tbe  SSth  of  October, 
and  on  the  2Bth  of  October,  his  Majesty  was  in  such  a  state  as  if  he 
had  been  a  private  individual,  he  woiild  have  been  entrusted  with 
tbe  transaction  of  any  thing  in. the  mana^^ement  of  his  own  concerns  ? 
I  think  you  wogld  nut  iiave  been  justified  m  takmg  from  any  individual 
the  power  of  transacting  his  own  business,  under  the  cifcums^noes 
that  h  s  Majesty  was,  i  Uiink  I  might  say,  to  tbe  night  of  the  27th  of* 
October. 

Has  the  treatment  of  his  Majesty,  in  your  opinion,  in  every  respect, 
botH  as  to  the  introduction  of  persons,  and  the  system  of  management, 
as  well  as  the  system  of  medicine,  being  perfectly  proper }  I 
believe  so. 

You  have  been  acquainted  with  the  system  of  management,  in  the 
most  minute  particularity  ?     Yes.  ' 

And  have  known  of  every  person  introduced  to  tiie  Kiog^  Certainly. 


^! 
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Aiiderery  thing  in  the  system  of  maaag;ement,  the  system  of  medi- 
cioe*  and  the  introduction  of  penons  to  the  King?    1*  believe  so. 

There  has  been  no  person  introduced  to  tbi;  King  whose  introdtio- 
tion  has  excited  any  aggravated  degree  of  indisposition  ?  Certainly 
not. 

What  B  the  state  of  the  King's  mental  health  to-day,  as  compared 
with  the  state  of  his  mental  health  on  the  25th  of  October?  He  is  by 
no  means  so  well  as  he  was  on  the  S5th  of  October. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  King's  health  to-day,  as  compared  with  the 
state  of  his  health  on  the  28th  of  October  ?  I  t^ink,  not  quite  so  well 
as  it  was  on  the  28th  of  October. 

You  have  stated,  that  there  is  an  amendment  ia  the  King's  health. 
Yes. 

If  be  is  not  so  well  as  he  was  on  the  S5th,  nor  so  wcfU  as  he  was  on 
the  $8th  of  October,  with  what  period  do  you  draw  your  comparison 
of  the  present  day,  when  you  say  there  is  a  state  of  amendmeqt  ?  The 
first  week  of  November  m^re  particularly. 

Has  the  K'mg  had,  what  may  be  called  a  re\me,  since  the  exami- 
nation of  the  rrlvy  Council }  The  King  has  had  what  we  speak  of  in 
Hiedicai  terms  as  a  praroxysm,  since  that  time  ? 

Has  that  paroxysm  been  of  a  violent  nature  ?  It  has  been  one  of  a 
violent  nature;  bnt  not  oi  so  long  a  duration  as  theprevious  ones  have 
been. 

Has  the  remission,  since  that  paroxysm,  been  so  complete  as  it  had 
been  subsequent  to  other  paroxysms  ot  the  same  nature  ?  1  tiiink  not 
quite  so  complete. 

Has  sleep  the  desired  effect  upon  the  King,  generally  and  con- 
stantly ;  when  he  obtains  sleep,  does  he  appear  to  be  more  refreshed 
and  to  be  more  composed  in  consequence  ot  it>  than  when  he  has  passed 
nights  without  sleep?  Certainly ;  always  to  be  more  coniposea  tSttr 
sleep.  ' 

Invariably?    I  think  so. 

Have  any  of  the  Royal  Family  seea  the  King  since  the  25th  of  Oc- 
tober?    Yes.         , 

Since  the  2711)  ?  Yes ;  I  think  the  last  time  the  Queen  saw  the 
King,  was  on  the  29th  of  October ;  and  her  Majesty  was  the  last  of  the 
Royal  Family  who  has  seen  the  King. 

Have  any  other  persons,  except  his  medical  attendants,  and  those 
introduced'by  his  medical  attendants,  for  the  purpose  of  admiuistcrii^ 
to  his  medical  health  or*comforts,  seen  the  Kins  ?    Yes. 

At  what  period?  The  Chancellor  has  se^  the  King  twice,  and  I 
think  Mr.  Perceval  has  seen  the  King. , 

When  did  the  Chancellor  first  see  the  King,  subsequently  to  the  95th 
of  October  ?  i  think  it  was  on  the  29th  of  October ;  but  I  am  not  quite 
certain  that  the  Chancellor  saw  the  King  on  that  day. 

When  did  the  .Chancellor  see  the  King  the  second  time?  Last 
Wednesday.  ^ '    * 

Were  you  present  at  the  first  interview  between  the  Chancellor  and 
the  King?    Yes. 

W^  It  by  his  Majesty's  desire  that  the  Chancellor  was  introduced 
to  huQ  the  first  time?    Upon  mentioning^  to  his  Majesty  that  the  ' 
ChknceUor  had  come  to  Mrmdsor  to  inquire  after  him,  the  King  ex- 
prefkd  a  desire  to  see  him. 
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Wat  the  Kif^  mfbrmed,  ahrayt^  of  the  arrivai  of  the  ChanceHor, 
•or  persons  of  that  eminence,  at  Wincbor,  to  inquire  after  fain  iiealth  ^ 
Not  alwava. 

Was  it  by  the  Chancellor's  desire  the  Ki^g  was  then  iaformed  of  im 
arrival  at  Windsor  ?    No,  I  believe  not 

Who  informed  the  King?     I  think  I  did  it  myself,  bat  I  am  not 


Yott,  of  your  owd  motion,  without  being  desired  by  any  body,  in* 
formed  the  King,  the  Chancellor  vraS  arrived  at  Windsor  io  inquire 
«fter  hb  M^esty*s  health?  Yes;  my  coUcsgues  were  acquainted  * 
with  my  intention  of  informing  his  Majesty,  that  the  Chancdlor  had 
arrived  at  Windsor  to  inquire  after  his  health. 

Did  all  tRe  physicians  concnr  in  the  propriety  of  givmg  his  Majesty 
ibal  information?    Yes. 

You  were  directed  by  the  physicians,  to  give  that  information?  k 
WIS  agreed  upon  amon^  us,  that  xiiat  information  should  be  civen. 

Did  you  consylt  the  other  physicians,  before  you  introduced  the 
Chancellor,  inconsequence  or  the  King's  request  that  he  might  be  ii>- 
troduccd,  on  he«in^that  he  bad  arrived  at  Windsor?    Yes. 

Did  they  concur  m  the  propriety  of  the  interview  between  the  King 
and  the  Chancdh>r  ?    Yes. 

After  that  consultation  of  phjsiciaus,  did  you,  yourself,  introduce  the 
Chancellor  to  the  iint  interview  ?  YefT,  I  did;  the  other  physician* 
bcmg  present. 

'  Were  all  the  physicians  in  the  room  at  the  time  ?     I  think  tbey  were; 
if  they  were  not,  the  door  was  open,  and  they   were  in  the  next 


Were  you,  yourself,  in  the  room  ?    Yes. 

What  effect  had  that  interview  upon:  his  Mj^esty  ?  The  King  ex* 
pressed  peat  satisliu;tion  at  seeing  the  Chancellor. 

Had  It  a  beneficial  effect  upon  his  Majesty's  mental  health  ?  1  do 
not  think  it  made  the  least  difference. 

At  the  second  interview,  to  which  the  Chancellor  was  admitted,  did 
you  communicate  to  the  King  that  the  Chancellor  was  arrived  at 
Windsor?    Yes. 

Did  Tou  propose  to  the  King  to  see  the  Chancellor  the  second  time, 
or  did  the  King  desire  it  ?  I  niu&t  state  the  circumstance  :  On  the 
preceding  morning  (the  Tuesday)  I  found  the  King  involved  in  a  great 
many  errors  and  misconceptions ;  and  I  took  the  liberty  of  using  the 
Chancellor's  name,  entirely  as  a  medical  expedient.  It  occulted  to 
me  that&e  mention  of  his  name  would  extricate  him  from  those  errors.; 
and  it/oad  that  effect  In  consequence  of  this  1  ventured  to  say,  that 
it  wa^  probable  that  the  Chancellor  would  be  at  Windsor  within  a  day 
or  two;  feeling  convinced,  that  the  ten^rary  restraint  under  which 
his  Majesty  would  hold  i  conversation  with  the  ChancelUMr^  might 
>eof  use  la  the  future  conduct  of  himself.  On  that  ground,  I  pro- 
posed that  bis  Majesty  should  see  the  Chancellor  when  next  he  came. 

7^0  whom  did  tou  propose  that  he  should  see  the  Chaaocltor,  when  * 
next  he  came  ?    To  tne  King  himself. 

Did  you  consult  vour  colleagues,  before  you  made  that  proposal 
to  the  King  ?  No,  1  took  this  entirely  on  myself  (  .finding  the  King 
under«^he  circumstances  i  have  stated  above,  it  was  tlie  determiaatiOD 
of  tiie  moment.  . 


♦    •    • 
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When  did  j^  ^somnniDicitcrto  yoor  colleagues,  that  you  b^d  mad^ 
tliis  proposal'  to  the' Kirtg  >    Shortly  after;  on  the  same  day. 

l)id  tncy  colkfur  \n  the  jvropricty  of  the  fntcrvicvr  taking  plate  ? 
No  objection  whatever  wais  made.       '  ' 

When  did  yoti-inform  the  Chancellor  that  you  had  made  Ibat  ))ro* 
poial,  orthat  th«  intetvicw  vas  to  take  place?  The  Chancellor  a(r> 
rived  on  the  folldiring  day,  and  it  was  then  communicated  to  him. 

W4m>  introdueed'  the  Chancellor  to  the  second  interview  with  the 
King?    Idid.       • 

Who  was  present  m  the  second  interview  with  the  King  ?  Nob6djr 
foot  the  CbioceUor;  1  left  the  room  when  I  had  introduced  the  Chaiw 
cellortotheKifag. 

Do  Tou'know  whether  the  restraint,  you  helped  would  be  produced 
OD  the  icing's  mind  by  ^n  interview  witn  the  Chancellor,  was  fa.  point 
of  fact  produced  i    I  nave  very  good  reason  to  believe  so. 

Have  you  found,  b^  experience,  that  an)r  beneficial  effect  Has  re- 
sulted from  that  Interview  ?    I  really  think  it  has. 
•    Have  you,  in  consequence  of  that  beneficial  effect  having  been  pro- 
duced, advised  the  renewal  of  the  interview  >    No. 

Compared  with  the  state  of  the  Kin^s  health  on  Tiiesday,  is  his 
Majesty  better  to-day  than  he  was  on  1  uesday  ?  I  think  he  is  much 
the  same. 

How  long  did  that  beneficial  effect  continue  ?  The  King  through- 
out the  day  aUuded  to  the  conversation  with  the  Chancellor  several 
times,' and  seemed  to  he  a  little  less  under  the  influence  of  those 
errors;  he  seemed  to' be  rather  more  easily  dispossessed  of  those 
delusions. 

How  soon  was  that  benefit  lost }  I  do  not  thmk  it  is  altogether  lost 
now. 

When  did  Mr.  Perceval  see  the  Kmg ;  on  or  since  tlie  25th  of'  Oc- 
tober?   I  think  it  was  on  the  29th  of  October. 

Was  Mr.  Perceval  introduced  to  the  King  at  his  Majesty's  desire  If 
UisMi^esty  expressed  a  great  desire  to  see  Mr.  Perceval;  Iiaviug 
understood  that  he  had  come  to  Windsor  to  inquire  after  his  health. 

Did  you  communicate  to  the  King  that  Mr.  Perceval  also  was  at 
Windsor?    Yes,  I  thmk  so. 

Was  that  by  the  request  of  all  the  physicians  ?  With  the  knowledge 
ofallthephysteians.  ' 

Did  they  know  that  Mr.  Perceval  was  to  be  introduced  to  the 
King,  before  he  was  introduced  ?  Yes ;  and  concurred  ^in  the  pro* 
priety  of  it. 

•  Wereyou  present  at  the  interview  between  Mr.  Perceval  and  the 
Kin«?    Yes. 
'  How  long  did  it  last  ?    I  should  think  about  six  or  seven  minutes. 

Was  any  beneficial  effect,  or  otherwise,  produced  by  that  interview .' 
tto  injtirious  effect,  certainly ;  I  do  not  luiow  that  I  could  state,  tliat 
any  beneficial  effect  was  produced  by  it. 

-  When  was  Mr.  Perceval  admitted  to  an  interview,  the  second  time? 
I  do  not  recollect  that  any  second  interview  took  place. 

How  long  did  the  first  mterview  with  the  Chancellor  last?  About 
ei^t  or  nine  minutes. 

Was  the  King  under  self-restraint,  at  the  first  interview  with  the 
Chancellor  ?    Yes,  I  think  he  was. 

Vol.  I.— 1810.  Q 


I  do  not  rciu^li^  5»»t  ^/  PfT^fvJy  g^  w^  i)favif4|>mi»  * 

thini? 


link  benencial  etfect  was  produced  >    1 4o« 


^  Yf99  ^o^f  ?ffy  ff«jtw  duppn  of 

mUffjcw,  |Jb#n  hf  ^fff '  at  Uif  fiist^     ft  j^ 
ruiY  ttir  10  ny^  ^P9Rm^  Mwcop  MW  cHWHni*U^f«  of  Ibf 
p(f  pij  %  faxt  mtfry/uqAiy  ajofd  tti,c,H?ppfj44  jt  ^af  ^  |Ui«  f)iflte«»  of 
lix  or  teveii  weeks ;  the  syinpioms  were  not  tlie  saine. 

deilor  bad  his  nrst  interview  with  the  King,  and  when  P4)r^  rArp^y^  bid 
bif  ii;^e,rYi^w  ii^itb  %  KingT  ho^  cofne  tbe  P(^yfM»a«#  t^  )^?e  the 
HPW  Wly»  vteft  %  Cb^JW^lor  W  W?  If  9wi  if jwvw  f  to  tj» 
King  >  It  seeTp^4  oemJ^ue  wt  the  Cban9ellor  sl|ou)4  wm  hts  iiHPg* 
mfat  ^f  fhe  9ptte  of  tb/e  Ku^g,  iu«if}jlue^ce4  by  i^lie  pcfgfaqi  pi  any 
Sllief  person. 

mtervtew  with  the  Cbancrllor,  it  sceo^iBd  yery  ^pam\fip  tW  Of  ^JFfVb 

c^)ij}f  t^p^\^l  \^  9^\e  (0  «t^i^  fQ  fif\^ffi^  wk^  tMf  ftiit^  of  m  Iwg 

Did  the  Chancellor  himself  express  a  wish  to  see  the  King,  ffi$  Ihi 
W^Pf  W«WI*>1«  <P  »*^«  ♦«  ParllMicp^  i9)»af  tte  liMe  pf  bis 
e^tywa^?    Ty  ppMj^IY^"^^^  M^  tb^  Cb^fUar  c!«PI«nim4  npH 
f>h  J  1  tf^ipjf  jj   Tfps  jt^Jfter  t^  i^j^  ^f  ^e  pby^(;mi  In  Ibf)  Am 
in^apcp, 

"Ih  the  second  instance?  In  the  second  instance^  I  bad  ta^aa  Mpdn 
iffYfeJt  tp  qse^the  Cbw?li?r*s  »i?if»e,  fpr  tN  m\m\df  mak^^  m- 
p<ke  I  stated  before;  and, liavmg made  that  intimation  to  the  King*  %U 
thf  phvsjcian^  ^CTf  pf  ftRimon,  tbf t  if  vk$)s  |ip|  j^qpw  to  fiyi  thf  9sk 
of  the  irritation  which  such  Sk  qi^ppyi^tin^f^  |p  ttj^  f^g^s  expffilgi 

^oami^hto$:c9^pil. 

;^b^tU  to  ^py  idf^.  (b»t  f^  ^i^^ppoiulfpegt  >o  Ib^  ^yig  vu  liioily 
to  occvir,  ajl^r  y()U  Ha4  m^f;  tbi?  prpBos^l,  c9(nfnppK^ie4  tliak  pfor 
ppsa}  to  t(^e  oVbw  pjiyfifiaps.  ap^  ^a(  B^^^^A  M  «\rt  wilh  tb^  «xin- 
eurrent  assent  oftne-other  physicians  ?     We  bav^  a|wayf  t^ygb^  H 

?^ffi8^  ^^  ^^V'^  W  pr9»>«H*  W  Ibc  Ku)9  if^ligtt^wfly f 

:  What  led  to  any  idea,  that  that  promise  would  b^  bc«|lKni  W  tiiit 


ig  had  seemed  satished  with  the  expectati 
the  King  to  see  tnc  Chancellor. 

\yiiiw.  '  * 

•  ^4  !K  C9ncui;  viltin^a^ejy  i«j;it^  Ui^^  ptber  p|iy^ci?m^^  99;  ii{m  bf^  Qvf^' 
ruled  ?  We  found,  on  inquiry^,  t<>^t  tb^  ^mg  ws^  m  MMWUi  Wpec* 
tationqf^b^Cl^^c^Uor;  ^nd  it  w^tbpwjjbt  5«ttei«,  Hi!i4ff  tbfiHt  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  King  should  s^^  ^e  Cbapi^Uoc, 

Did  Doctor  Rot^rt  VfiUis  t^eiVenp^es^ap  opiniofu  U^i  U  1|»  h^d 
known  before  that  the  proposal  was  to  be  made,  L^  ^b9wl4  kvt^  ^^ 
jected  to  it  ?  I  beauFdtW  Q^eotiooi  fp^  ibf  6irS^  ti^^^  wJ^ea  v«  were 
with  the  Chancellor. 

Was  that  the  first  time  tho^it  was  communicate^  ta  Or.  Bp^ert 
Willis  ?    No ;  Dr.  Robert  WilHs,  I  believe,  knew  the  fact  before. 
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Was  it  docuMcd,  la  the  iktfmt€  of  E^i^  R^bffrfWiffif;  ^i^m^^ 
pbjricians  ?    Y«^ 

Did  Dft  RoMmtVF ittty  tnktf  mW  ^att- » t&e  dOcu^d^  t  W  i!&Me 
llO'olkjkottoflryMCrfnt)^  -^^  i^  W9A-'iiMf  n>6  hife,  atf  t!baK  time,  t6'hkVSm' 
^dnted  M  nt^WiM^  had  my  obje<^(bii<b^NM  itiskk^  an/ohd  (^t»t? 

^as  Dr.  Robert  Willis  zny  parll«ti!ar  chaVrfl^typtR*  ijiihfi'  pffiWI/ 

Bn  Mb^it  WOKl^i'liuM^  b^i^f^theTotSc^  " 

Are  there  any  persons  before  vrhom  the  Kiiii^iy  Oiicfcf  more  r^stiS^ 

Ihata  tftheWdf  hfriHtfdtw  dtfi^dMs]  dKaft^ahKs  Ud6h  Hi^b^c^?. 

Do ydui'edhee^^' th^' ^tttcditlst^ne^  of  tfie  dbf^btbl^his >^j^s^ 
mf^i  to»  hike  shy  iilflnene^  of  aMy  kibd^tinoh  ^h  pthJ^xkthtf^  of  I  " 
disorder?    Ithink  hitherto  it  has  been  an  aavantage,  that  his  Mn^^tii 
it  witbviiti  llit  sl^«  because  we  liave  been  able  to  conduct  him  witi 
less  irritatioo.  ,     ,  ,      .m- j    ;  n-     f» 

E^ yoQ  tffinkf  it  ^ih-eodtifiii^  id  be  in:iMftialgei  int  M^  teHd  to 
pfomotc  his  aHimate  j^ovctry  I  .  Whcf  hi^  -Majt^y^  (^gjffs  wre  4*i- 
d)!diy  to  recbVef^^  L  think  it  ftill  Be  a'disadTaatage,  bjF.pVtfclUdijigMOi^ 
fbin purees  of  amnsemjentl  .     ,       ^        ^.    .<   .^     ;  v 

CatiWou'fpnh  iny  thing  Ilke^  ^  s^IsUct^rjf  ^OBje^tUMii^oftth^  <ltii»^ 
tloti'of  nls  Majesty's  illness?^   No^  I  cannot 

Doyou4hiMhbiMajesty»^e^vei^arnear  atwi  a}iypO)tiiougUf  it 


tfot 

Hfid'^kf en ;  hl^-memorj^.vhKh'is  the ivsit  ^Suculty 'uwl^jr:  i$ibsf fv/ejl  ^tb 
tfeintfueh(5edahcl  to  be  injurec)  faly^tUift  disease j  a|i4.y|^iob  iff  th«r<finfc 
tafioel  the. effect  of  a(Sp/is  soiiod  and  8troB^i;.hB;j^d9uwntiit^rin 

Have  yoanet  see]),patjeii^  who  l^ve  nnrnr  bMI  ciiff)d#:Firhdsl»  lie- 
ifTotry  bias  beoi  retehiive  to  the  j^eates^  pibisibl^  4<)0ractoiV)^  HenfmOM 
retentive  or  more  vmd^thW)during4hc|^i^s9f-f9|iH^  healtb()!i  I 
do  not  kpov  t^ I^cairrecoT^ect'  aif  iotftaBce-olMt^f iHOd-^tihitttio- 
itireftt;  Jspefdcofitasusualiythec^.*. ,,  ,,  ..  ;,  ^/ ,'-  i  •  ^^t 
'  ,SJiM)o$ing  the'  Kjh'gto^be  in  iBe  same  jstate  iniw^b  he'V^t^bet^NQaev 
fl/c-sffii  of  Ddober  2id'th'e  27%  at  ni. 


tified in ((eclaniKjlhat he was^cometent  to'lfe4>Mtfpete»»> oiffmic 

toAw^is?-   Ibel^^vcsd;  .;  ....  ;.    ..      .    »  .••   i-  •'• 

Voi>w6uld  deem  that  a  perfect, aieiitai<  r^coM^vV    X  thinkihesfr 

islst  dllKfefici^  befweeh  thi  coromencetnent  and  tM  icrminatwatti 


anilhiessj  yp^<wQuldrfq«ire,S9viiethi<rgYmQ^mthQ)QM  tihaais^lhe 
oth'ef.  I  wish  to  cxp^e^  ^bat  I  hkve'-doniK ;  in.  a.  Mmftfipart  of tm 
e^dehce/<that'l  cobceived  the  KingfCompelftiil  4a'thdttrana6tbtt'of 
piiblic  l^ines»iitntthe^t£ha^nig|it:  .;.« 

If  t^e  Kln^  iMjer^  now,  i^  (he  Wme  sta^te  aft^  hlK  iUmssd;  iH  Whioh^iie 
^tlif6r  some  dayi  previous  to^'tbe  S7th^of  Octobef^  ^w^oMd  ydo  tatatq 
that  he  CNigbt  to  disthai^  thefiublic  fuoctijoiis? -  l^should ceacMve 
tfre  Rmg>fa§'Cninp^leiit'tp  t^iaMct  {w^^^^ 

Of  every  kmd/  witTibut  atiy  exception  ?    Yes»  1  thiiilt  so. 

What. do  you  mean,  when  you  speak  of  his  Majesty's  manner  being 
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hurried  ^  His  ^ooyersntioiL  is  more  rapid*  and  lut  th^ufdiU  occur  more 
qiiickly  in  succession  one  ^pon  another,  than  in  a  ftate  oiperfect  health; 
his  conversation  is  connected,  >.ut  too  rapid* 

Not  wamtenng  from  one  subject  to  another?    No.  <^  [ 

Do  you  think  the  appreheosioii  on  the  mind  of  a  palaeDt*  of  the  re* 
currcnce  of  mental  malady/  after  repeated  attacks^  hat  «fiy»  and  what 
eflect  in  producing  a  renewal  of  such  attacks  ^ .  I  should  think  it  vronld 
make  the  patient  more  succcptible  of  the  influence  of  such  external 
c^usesas  would  produce  the  disease,        ->  .  i 

'  was  it  ah  the  same  day  that  tlie  Lord  .Qhaiicellov  and  Mv.>Peice«iil 
9T)r  the  Kin^»  whiqh  you  have  stated  to  be^  according  tor  your  recol- 
lection, 'th^  ^h  day  of  October }  It  waa  not  the  «ame  day  (  i  do  not 
^pcollcct  the  da^' precisely. , 

\  ybu  ))4ve  said,  that  you  eotert^un  vcrv  high  expootatioos  of  .the 
King's  recovery ;  state  tlie  grounds  on  which  those  expectvtioiia  are 
founded  j  -  I  nqd  no  injury  &iie  ^o  the  King's  ^uliiie^  by  his  disease 
hitherto;  apd  I  do  not  oos^rye  .ai)y  f^ilufe  in  his  Af#jesty*s  constH 
i^tiQp>  •  ,.        .  X  . .  .     ii.;  / ! 

n.  ;.    ..  ''..'/■  J  ^:-  .    -  .  . •  tWithdrcw.  . 

,^^  Dr.,]^PB^T  DARLING  WILUS  callM  iin And  ej^amioed. 

•i  Has  «ii^'ttrtiendm^nt  already  takcfi  place  in'jthe  course  of  his 
Mi^esly%  disorder;  and  docs  the  appeartiirce  Or  siich  aniendmcnt 
continue  at  present?  A  considerable  amendment'  h^s  taken  plape 
ft^m^the  bommeneemeht  of  Ms  Majesty's  dfsordct ;  'Which  still  con- 
tinues. '        '*' 

Ji  Whatdlfftc^nee  is- there,  if  anv,  between  the  state 'ofliisMaicsty  at 
fwes^nt,  !arid  t>rat  fft  i^hich  he  \vas"  when  yon  were  examined  before 

-       -  ....  -  .^ 


When  fwa««9tamlned before  thePtivyCouticiJ.  .'^ 
uDid  you  ^efr  attend  hisM^esty  befire; '  in  comjfjlaiiits  6f  this  kind  ? 
In  the  year  1801. 

''jfc  tbe'bharilcti^i'  dftKe  prfeicnt  complaint  the  same  as  tKit'in' the  yea^ , 
W>Wi  ht  fl*»Jodi!iteiencement  it  was  exactly  similar.  ''''"* 
l  H^w^iii  lis  ipn^ss  >    In  its. progress  also.  ,  *;     /   "^   . 

'iDo^M  cbno4iVe  thaft'his  Majesty's  Increased  age,  since  ttiit  penod,' 
IS  at  afl  likely  to  in^uence,  one  ^ay  br  the  other,  h?s  ultimate  reco- 
fcrf^  '  iltfdgin^  froni^he  sr^mptoiTTs  oi  the  case,  I  l^at^po  reason  to 
«hiilk'thea|(e'wiir  haCir^  any  infiuei^de. 

.>sDio|yoiitMiikibedefe<ns  of  his  Majesty's  sight  w^  |{^ve  any  in^ 
fluence.  one  way  or  other,  on  his  ultimate  recovery }  .  I  tlilnk  it 
iBayit>0'th«  iheaitis!of1rietai*dmgfhfs'recofepy;'  but  not  of  pt^v tinting  the 
jfcitMiaate  >i»ft<y^ery\i' 

'  S>»  yoii'  think  that  bis  M^;est/s  increased  age  v^iTl  have  any  infiu- 
cnoeiuponitke  dwation  of  the  disorder?  l  do  not  consider  that,  i]\ 
this  instoiee^'the  age  will  hvreany  influence  upon  the  disorder. 

Have  you  ever  met  with  a  case;  in  your  practice,  that  you  consider 
tt^acall«l  to  that  of  his  Majesty  >  If  age  is*  necessary  to  make  up  the 
pabllel,  perhs^'not.'^  .  -    . 

.HatfeyoiDcvei^  known  ap^on  as  old  as  his  Majesty,  and  with  the 
fame  detect  of  sight,  recover  from  a  derangement  of^mind?    I  have 
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nererscett  a  person, -at  his  Majesty's  age,  labouring  under  a  iimilar 
eompbunt  to  his  Nfa}esty*9,  taking  all  the  circumstances  of  the  com- 
plaint  together. 

Jn  the  general  run  of  cases  which  hare  come  within  your  know* 
led^ein  the  conrseof  yonr  practice,  has  mcreased  age,  m  your  opinion, 
had  any  mfl uence  upon  the  recovery  of  the  pat* ent,  or  otherwbe  >    Not' 
where  the  case  was  exactly  similar  to  his  Majesty's.  ^ 
.  I  understood  you  to  say,  you  liBd  neter  metwilih  a  case  exactly  si- 
milar to  his  Majesty's  ?    '  faking  age,  aind  other  circumstance  ot  bis' 
Majesty  uito'consfcferatloh. 

iB'the geneml  runof.tas«i  which  have  come  under  yotirobs^rrt^' 
tion,  do  you  conceive  the  age  of  the  patient  to  have  had  any  influence* 
upon  ills  complaint  ^     It'n^ay  be  diftcolt  to  answer  that  question, 
wtthout  stating  the  particular  species  of  his  Majesty's  complaint : 
kis   Majesty^'a   'covfiplatnt    do^s  not  appc;^',  to    me,    to    be  con* 
liected  with  age ;  it  is  a  complaint,  produced  by  an  accidental  circum- 
stanie^  which  would  have  'produced  that  complaint  at  any  time,  in 
his  M^estyj  dortng  the  last  tweoty^two  years.    There  is  no  mark  of . 
age  in  the  symptoms  ;  there  are  none  of  those  symptoms  which  usually 
atleiki  Tcomplamts  of  that  clai^ription,  arising  fVom  age:  at^iit  appears 
to  me,  fthettf^e,  that:hl$<-Ma^Q^ty  is  as  likely  to  recover,  notwitti- 
sending  his  ase,  from  this  complaint  as  be  would  from  any  other  ac^ 
etdental  complaint  he  niight  labour  under. 

Have  you  known  seTeral  instances  of  persons,  who  have  laboured 
uiidet>deran^ment  of  ;nind,  at  particular  sMd  different  periods*' of 
their  lives,  with  intervals  4>etwe€n  the  dates  of  derangement  ?  Several.* 
Have  yoaicottsidered  stich  pOrsous  as  more  or  less  likely  to  recover, 
in  consequence  of  advanced  age?  The  opinion  must  depend  upotf 
Ihier  tymptothsr  pf  the  case  at  the  time. 

-  X>»jou  then  consider  mcreased  y^ars,  as  a  circumstance  riot' bear- 
ing in  itself,  or  carrying  in  itself,  any  influence  upon  a  complaint  el 
Ibis  Mature ?  Generally  speaking,  age  would  have  a  considerable  id- 
fllKBce ;  ba^  no  symptoms  which  in  general  arise  from  age  in  other 
persons,  have  made  tneir  appearance  in  his  Majesty ;  I  therefore  con-- 
cfaide>  that  ago  will  'have  no  effect  here.  '      '     . 

Do  you  conclude,  that  age,  in  an  unbroken  constitution,  basnofn-  . 
iueiriee  (igMi  the  probability  of  recovery,  or  otherwise^  from  this  dis- 
order?. 'Frovideo  I  saw  no  symptoms  of  tbe  effect  of  age  in  the  indi- 
vidoal,  labotildsay  not.  ^   "  ' 

•  CanyouAt.all  oontemp^tein  your  own  mind  any  period  inwlikh 
you  think  his  Majesty's  recovery  likely?.  No.  .^ 

Yo%attaT\ded  the  fciogin:tlie  year  I  SO  1 ,  for  tbe  first  time  I    Ycs^ 
Did  you  sign  the  bulletins  that  were  issued  Sn  that  illness  ?    No. 
.  I>id  you  see  the  buDetins  t&at  were  issued  in  tiiat  illness?    Yes, 
I  did. 

.  l^idyou  concur  in  tbe  propriety  of  those  bulletins,  as  expressing  fhe 
real  state  of  tlie  King's  health  to  the  public  ?  Yes,  1  ()id. 
.  Did  yjou  concur  in  the  opinion,  expressed  to  the  public  by  the  phv- 
ttciansy  by  the  oessation  of  the  bulletins,  that  tbe  King  was'  pcrfecuy 
recovcrea?  To  thebe^tofmy  recollection,  tbe  King  was  recovered,- 
and  fiiliy  callable  of  doing  business:  there  were  some  little  remains 
of  hurry  about  hi»  Majesty ;  nothing  further,  that  I  have  any  recoUec- 
tionHyf. 

Do  ypu  mean  to  say,  tliat  those  marks  of  h^rry,  about  his  Ma- 
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j«ft;,.veve>a|i9Brent  at  the  time  the  bulMiiB  ceased;  and  tk^fhymf 
cdant-  thereby  aanouaced^  to  the  public,  that  hit  MtiMf  wai)  'p9t* 
fectly  recoTered?  The  symptoms  of  hurry,  certainly^  eoeaskiMiU'y; 
onoaioed. 

Wece  the.  syu^tomtf  o£  hurry  such  as  to-cwate'  a  neofSsHr  fA»  taky ' 
vHtraiut  upon  his.  Majesty,  a&ei*  the  buUetinSf  ceased  f  N<ft'  fiili  a  re^ 
lapse  took  place.    ^       •       ^ 

".  A.rBlapie  then  did^  in  point  of  facf^  take  placet  after  the  Ultmssim 
Iheyeac  laOL  ?    A  relapse  took  plaae,»aft^  the  bulletuia  eeasttd«> 

What  intenral  was  there  betw«enthe  cessation  of  the  bulltftina  antf 
the.  relapse<?  I  have  w^  meaas  #f  ascAvtawing,  at.  thiS'iMomeni^  when 
the  bulletiusi  ceased. 

What  ieagibh  of  tiine>  do*  yoa.  coaeeine,  took  plaeef  betwatei  thas 
cesaatioa  ofthe  huUeti^sand^  the  relapse  ?;  I  hanre'tfiperfeel:  reboUtev 
tif»aof  the  relapse,  but  I  have  uo  recdHeetton 'wiien  jAne*  ttoUktiasi 

ceased*     ^  .         ' 

Ikiwoeii.  the  cesatioii  of  the  bulletins  and  the*  ifslapsr,!  did  his*  B^ 
jpstytcansaet  public  businetS'Wth- his  aenuBta?'  HiyMs^estyascrtaiiM 
hadaeoes&toniiQ. 

I^d  the^  access*;  aAcr  the  usual  mamier »  without  the.  prasenftie  m. 
psmiission  of  any  medical  attendant,,  etf  any  pflcaaadeput«dtby)ny* 
medicad  attendaot^   Certainl^'- 
'  Nobody  was  ever  present,  at  the  tim<  tbeiinterviewa  tookplaise  Be«^ 

lueen  his  Mi^esty.  and'his«e«vaot»^    Nottomyknowiedge^ 

Whtfii  andiwhere.  did  thetMlapse  decidedly  she«r>  itsffih  At  Ibv 
(lM0aifa  bouiQf.on  the  likh  op  Idth  of  Marah. 

.  Bji-wfaom  .was  it  first  peroeivod  ?  X  really:  oainoti  call  that to-myi  re- 
epUection** 

Had  you  been  in  the  habit  of  vtstting.tbe-King^oecflsionaHyifroin  thif 
tiHieiaffthe^pessation  of  the-buUetinSj  totfaepenod  of  tber  relapsecde^ 
aadedty'  taking  place  ?    1  had  not'  oeaaed  tb  see  the  Kingt daily. 

Whisk  did'  ^«ti,  yourwif>.peroeive-the:8y{nptomr>oita  dradjed  n^ 
lapse JQ. the  Kmg.?-  1  prcsiinie«;  either  on  that  evening,  or  the-  next 
moniiii^. 

How  long  did  that  relapse  continue  i^  But  ar  very  shortUamewttfa 
avffi^ekliOeb 

'HoM^lcMgi  wasftit.  before^  .hi»  Miuestyr  wasf  ifestoredi  tb  tbeietaar)  itf 
which-tiie fihysiciaushadi«f9Dttod. him  to  be -parfectly 'recovered i  it 
h  impossible  forme  to  cbaurg^  my.  memory  with  thrttundiRiofdaVs; 
al-tl(iadblaDiQeoitiBUB;,to  the.  best* of  my' reoallcclitai,iai  limn*  days 
only. 

When  didiyo<t>^ttMMaitimi0yeuraitewliiioe:'<m^the(KUi^:alt^^ 
inth^^ar  ISOli?'   0A(the3ct.  of  Junes 

HM  tbek;Kiii^Siburry».  which >yoiL.  have  described,  eotindy  oeafcd 
before  you  ceased  attending  .u|)on  the  King?    1  think,  not  entire!  vl 

iDo  yon  gonccive  .those-  Bwricy  were  vestiges  <tf  and  idependectt  upon 
the  mental  comphaut -of  the  Ringi?'  Costainlyt 

Wvhflilt  vou  fpca)i  of  the:  Kia|pi' reooreri^.  for tbt  pcyrposetof  titkhs- 
afOtingipi^uio.biusiiieNft  divyouiumieivtand:  itdn  tho^ saa»«'«*ay'  ar^-car 
wvottld  Ihe-saaae  wprdsamfied:  to ;  an-  individual,  i  that  hv  was  V:otnpHetit 
tatlw  traanaotion  of  aH  his  bnsiness,  miblicaod  privates  i  andl^'to  tta 
coaifiietc  managemcnh-  of  bis  aHunr?    Most  asscredty. .    ' 

Since  you  ceased  to  attend  the  King  in  June,  1801,  when  wci^yrm' 
skM(mcdJi0ihhMnifBt}>    Oil tbeuOlixif last monlk 
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Did  not  youatteDd  the  KiDj;  in  the  yrar  1804?    No. 

^nceyou  have  been  called  m  to  the  Kin^,  do  you  recoHect  haviiis 
aftyccte^toooy  proposal  iipaiktiK  an  iotervicw  theKingtiii 

thcJUrclCfemcclkNT?    Yei. 

Had  you  jtnown  that  it  was  intended  to  propose  to  the  Kinf»  to  see 
the  CbtocieHor,  shonid  you  hare  objected  to  his  bemg  told  of  it?  I 
^koMiUt^tiy,  hurecihjiaetei. 

P.9  you  think  that  9ay.,}>iifit£f:lid  eiiStfct  was  pr«du^d,  tp  JIms  Mb- 
je^tys  mental  heath,  by  the  interview  between  the  King  and  the  ChaA* 
celter?    Ko. 

lias  atvpntM't^  0^9^  i^^i^^^f^*^i(^  I aamot  aware  tetany 
jpremdic4  e^i^^t  arose. 

On  the  ntjght  of  the  Chancellor's  seeing  the  Ring,   did  you  see  any 
«<feet,  good  or  bad,  prodtKied,  that  voii  attributed  to  the  visit  oi 
Ihf  Ctaoflflttpc }    N«t  that  1  cooldittribiite  to  the  viiit  of  tke  Cha»-' 
<;clk>r. 

What  was  the  reason  assigned  by  the  physicians  for  wishing  the 
Xing  to  see  Hi^  Chancellor  ?  Some  of  the'  phvsicians  had  formed 
^  M^  tti9l  IM  QkmwilQV  would  h«v«  some  mflucnct  •&  tht  King's 
mind. 

f  n  point  of  fact,  wa*  the  King  worse  that  night  than  he  had  been  the 
^eocffiing  qight  ^    Th«  King  h^  a  rvmarkably  good  night 

Wh^n  4i4  ypv(  l»st  s^e  hif)  Ai^u^^y  ^    TMs  morning  about  8  o'dodc. 

What  wdis bi^^atf  i^t  tiatX  tm^ }  ri«arly  in  tht  siaoe  state  tKat  the 
King  has  been  for  the  two  or  tbr^ e  last  days* 

Ib4  ho  pawed  a  go^d  oight  i  A  tal«^«bly  good  wgbt ;  not  equal 
to  the  preceding. 

pp  yoii  ^te^m  .H  m  vo&vourable  drcurnstance,  that  skep  should ' 
moft  \^  2X\enifid  with  ilk  iMtural  effect  of  refreshment  and  composort, 
ia  ii  mi^y  U  t,im  nMure  ^fihsLX  with  which  the  King  is  aflfected  ?  It 
only  marks  the  stage  of  th«  oom^^ifit  U  uniformly  takes  pbw*, 
eiulx»  J0  €a9ip¥i|»U  pCihii  dei^ripti<iii»  that  sk^pdocs  notbeoent  the 
mind  ;  it  only  recruits  the  constitution  at  large. 

Do^  sl«epi  «9W|  bCA«6t  th«  icing's  raiod,  more  tbaa  it  did  in  the 
rvlifc  sbigi^  of  this  <i'i6ord«r }    Mo#t  undoubt«41yb 

Does  it  oencfit  his  mind,  as  much  as  it  did  ni\  the  corresponding 
$k^m  ^  Ui  disQr4^«  h«9tgfcve^  I  am  scarcely  able  to  discover  the 
«?(4Ct  f  araJM  situ«ti«i^ 

HavQ  ji>%Kwmp  ov  h«d  yon  Utsly«  Qndo*  your  cac<e,  any  patients  of 
the  age  of  the  King?    Not  alfectcd  exactly  as  his  Majesty 'is. 

B^  y fu  liad  any  p»ti«ata»  m«A(aUy  dtiranged»  of  or  about  that 
^ }    Nor  \  think  not. 

t^Uwa  y«^  bad  (^ticatfi  meoUtly  d««og^d».  of  about  the  ss^mc  a«, 
under  your  care?  i  have  had  persons  under  states  of  insanity  ^of  the 
K'M^*^  a|^  i^rt  p^bsips  uodwr  i&eoUil  denngement  similar  ta  the 
SUig^s. 

What  ifrthe  distinction  between  mental  derangement  and  insanity? 
The  CMnnuHeemust  be  awaVQ  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  ghring  a 
definition  vnprcimeditatfii)'.  I  will  describe  the  character  of  the  dif- 
i^sn^  stat^:  I  coosidnr  the  King's  derangenieBt  more!  neatly  allied 
t»  delirium  than  insanity;  whynevtr  the  Irritation  in  bis  Majesty  arises 
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to  a  certain  pointy  he  uniformly  becomes  delirious.  In  delinuiti^  the 
mind  is  actively  employed  upon  past  impr^stiont,  upon  objects  and 
and  former  scenes,  which  rapidly  pass  in  Succession  beibrethe  mtml, 
resembling,  in  that  case,  a  person  talking  in  his  sleep.  There  b  also 
a  considerable  disturbance  in  the  geactal  constitution :  great  rtetiei^ 
Bcsi,  great  want  of  sleep,  and  total  unconsciousness  of  surrounding  ob- 
jects. In  insanity,  there  may  be  little  or  no  disturbance,  appar<;ntly, 
in  tbe  general  constitution ;  the  mind  is  occupied  upon  some  £xed 
assumed  ideas,  to  the  truth  of  which,  it  will  pertinaciously  adhere,  in 
opposition  to  the  plainest  evidence  of  its  falsity ;  and  the  individual  is 
acting,  always^  upon  that  £adse  impression:  in  insanity,- aboy  the  mind 
it  awake  to  objects  which  are  present  Taking  insanity,  therefore, 
.and  delirium,  as  two  points,  I  would  place  deragement  of  mind  some, 
where  between  them.  His  Majesty's  illness^  uniformly,  partakes  more 
of  the  delirium  than  of  the  insanity. 

Do  you  mean  to  sav,  that  the  King  is  at  any  time  unconscious  of  sut^ 
rounding  objects f  When  I  first  saw  bis  Majesty,  on  the  sixth  of  ^io• 
vember,  he  was  perfectly  unconscious  of  surrounding  objects. 

Was  t(iat  his  state  on  Fviesday  last  >    No. 

Was  there  derangemetit  on  Tuesday  ?  There  was  derangement  on 
Tuesday. 

llien,  on  Tuesday,  did  his  Majesty's  disorder  bear  the  charscter- 
istic  of  insanity,  and  on  the  6th  of  November  of  delirium?  h  has 
never  borne  the  character  of  insanity ;  it  never  gets  beyond  derange* 
ment/ according  to  the  scale  I  have  just  laid  down. 

Does  this  apply  tq  the  illness  of  1801,  as  well  as  to  the  present'^ 
Strictly. 

Wliat  is  the  present  state  of  the  King's  bodily  health,  in  your  opi- 
nion ?  llie  King  is  far  from  being  in  a  good  state  of  health,  at  tnil 
tinie. 

Are  the  symptoms  of  bodily  indisposition  sufficient  to  account  for 
all  the  derangement  of  mind,  which  is  perceived  in  his  Majesty? 
Fully  sufficient  to  account  for  the  present  symptoms  of  the  state  of  his 
mind. 

Is  ti)crc  a  greater  absence  pf  sleep,  now,  than  there  was  a  fortnight 
ago  ?  For  six  days,  there  was  more  regular  sleep  tlian  there  has 
been  for  some  davs  past ;  when  1  say  a  fortnight,  I  am  perhaps  not 
quite  accurate  to  the  time. 

Do  you  attaoh  any,  and  what  importance,  to  a  patient  baring  pre- 
viousIn  had  repeated  attacks  of  mental  disorder  ?  Provided  I  see  no 
consequences  arise  from  the  repetition  of  the  disorder,  I  should  attach 
no  importance  to  it. 

In  his  Majesty's  case,  have  you  observed  any  consequences  of  the 
kind  you  allude  to  ?     1  have  observed  none. 

Did  not  the  Chancellor  know,  before  he  was  actually  introduced  to 
the  King,  that  you  concurred,  <  upon  the  whole,  in  thinking  it  would  be 
butter  he  shoiild  see  the  King«  thau  that  he  ^ould  noti    Having 


%t9ft^d:M)f  plliCf^liW^.wl^ich  I  Ml  ft9  the  ChaaceUp^s  admi|sion;  I 
k;^OD^dft^^6y{3^^  \he  R\Qg>  >i0  ffte  illiWlMt  atato.  <|f  ^icpecUtioii 
^#%^'  W^»t*Wi<YPiiVg'(hft  Im  b#cl|}e«Bappna«a.of  IhcCbancet- 

tioii/that  it  was  a  doubt  whetiirra^  much  tfiitaftwn.  woula  oot  arioei 
from  keeping  the  Chancellor  away,  as  from  admitting  bjm:  ^nd 
ltSrefitire:MMbl«4  l»:t>  fitdkbodrKvib,  4Mt.tke ChtiSdlof  sh6iild 
go  in.  '••:.-■',         ''\ 

Hay}nf  stated,  that  )ii^  Majesty's  cpmp^int  is  mpr^  ne^^l^  ^Uiad  to 
'd^iHtim  tliaii  ihsmilty';  will  you  haVettfegoodness  tp  stitt;^  >('hether, 
in  yoi^r  ojpinipn^  it  is.  on  that  acc9unt  mose  easily  curpdi  Quthaf 
sUj^5tmt,rthitikilTniicli  more  easily  cinfc^.*  .* 

"'!h  Yotsroolmon,  has  the  ^prehension 'oil  the  milad  of  a  pft^lput,  of  the 
^^ifrreric^  pf  'm^nt^I  m^auy  ^fter  repeated  attacks^  any,  aad  what 
elfett,  in  p^oAuctn^  ^  renewal  of  hidh^tts^cts  >  It  m  list  (jlepe^d  very 
much  upask  the  nature  of  the  mind  of  the  individual ;  no  general  rea< 
toMg'MildMfprAcd  on  thai  question,  -  '^' 

'. '  iDo  TOOL' AldAk  k  has  on  thr  tnmd  of  his  Ma^etty  ^  I  have  tio  reason 
l»tlymi^itM>ife'has,  1 

.  A^  fBtapWat  mora  to  be  apprdiendod  on  the  iitewrence  of  the  nla« 
lady*  thsm  after  the  period  of  the  fifst  attack  ?  i  ^  not  ktiow  Ihat  it  is, 
^idccisaidy^iio vfaa  iooktd  for;  it  hat  ceftaihly  taken  place  in  this 


Ua  pafiani  had  beanitod^  your  cave  wore  than  <moe,  wOuKlyou  not 
\n^t'lha  Ettwrn  sfltbat  patients  mora  than  after  the  ftnt  attack  9 

[Withdraw. 


*  I  • 


Dr;  NiATTH£W  toAiUilBi-aMin  called  in;*      • 
Ttie  following  extract  from  the  former  eTidcncci  df  Birl 

.  '  /     , .        ..'■"'•• 

<<  WfaQA  itrfcfi  yml  Arst  called  in;  to  see  tb«  King !     - 
1'  i  believe  it  was  the  9&tb  of  October*" 

lk\.BaiU0j^l  mihto'&Mt,  that  I  «ud  it  was  the  fOth  <yf  Oc: 
Wmt.  I  spake  to  his  Majesty  on  lUe  HUAi,  but  not  formally;  aithougli 
H  was  about  bis  health. 

Q.  On  the  i^3lh,  when  yd«  attend  the  Ring;  not  in  the  capacity  [ft 
thhich  youtubaequentiy  atten^d'him^  4id  you  observe  any  thing  par- 
ticular m  his  Majesty's  maniier  ?  A.  He  was  burtted  in  his  manner. 
That  is  the  o^rvati4Ni  that  I  have  made  in  my  nteniorandum ;  that 
bis  pulse  was  at  90,  and  his  oodvertatipb  was  hurried;  and  a  little  de- 
tukocy ;  that  is;  pasfingfrom  odtth)bg  aMle  nmidly  to  another:  that 
U'atf  at  throe  o^clock.  •  -  >- i  ;  > .  c*,  ^ 

Oa  the  a6th;  Hk  Cbmmitta#  is.  t«^  understand,  the  King^  malady 
was  cstobiiahed  i  1  eaw  him  fomlaHy,  «i4  a  physician,  on  the  26th ;  his 
oomionaiion  tbea.wai'oertainiy  w«Vf  much  hurried ;  but  I  see,  in  my 
ncfnptandura,  Ibat  it  iv^  iioi-  itfatiohe),  elthicmgh  hurried,  and  npf 
'vefyweli  430nBircted.  i  should  ikyi  inve  trusted  to  my  memory  f<^ 
iki/^  but  i  ilid  that  id  my  memonuidom'-bo<^  on  that  day. 

Ybl.  I.— 1810;  R 


>>• ' 
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Did  you  think,  on  the  26tfa»  fraknwhat  you  tibsiH^<lfii^l|i»  Mai<^; 
that  he  was  c8|Kibie  of  conducting  business?    I  ^aHr*  ctnuM  gijt  « 
Tery  accurate  answer  to  that  question ;  I  should  rather  think  Oikt  he 
was  not  capable^  but  i  wo«ld  not  take  upon  me  to  say;  ^t  flat  ft  >' 
perfectly  accuFAle  answer*  *■'..•,  J  ^ik 

The  following  cxiiact  from  the  former  eridenoe  of  *^19f  • 

BaiUiCi  was  read  :    ' 

•  .11 

"  Q.  Have  any  of  the  Koyal  Faci)zly  seen  the  itii^g  .since .  his  uof 
"disposition?  .  .    ♦    ,        *       ,       ,*'* 

**  A.  Not,  as  far  as  t  know ;  I  believe  at  the  jti^'e  he.  ^xras begm« 
"  niog  to  be  hurried  at  first,  his  family  saw  hi^  ^  bu^Vip^  vl[i^ 
'*  discsise  established  its  character,  I  believe  none  otthe  ^9yal 
'*  Faiiiily  havjc  seen  him ;  I  believe  uobody  sinpe  the  d5th^  of, 
"October.-  ,    _        '       •  \         ■...;..,/•'■       • 

Dr.  BailHe.'^l  mth  to  state,  by  way  JDf.cdcr«otion«  ttetllMuQiwea 
and  three  of  the  'Princesses  saw  the  King  on  the  S7th  df  OcI*1mu-<  ISie 
Queen,  by  herself,  (that  is,  without  the  Pruicesses),  mimfhtKingfat 
a  little  time  on  the  S8th  of  October ;  and  1  undentaad^ftfNasen^n 
the  2dth,  for  a  short  .time.  >«..•.>.    ^'     •      .1 

Since  you  have  been  in  attendance*  in  whosaiouktody  has  the  Kin§ 
been :  and  in  whose  custody  do  you  apprehend  bis  Majesty  to  be  nofWt 
I  should  consider  tliat  the  Kiag  was  principattyr-1n'«tlie  cmtody  <if  I 
may  use  the  phrase)  of  Dr.  Robert  Wiliia.  if)  [:jinB. asked  whether 
he  is  exclusively  in  the  custody  of  Dr.  Robert  Willis,  I  shooldsa^ 
no;  that  he  takes,  in  a  great  measure,  the  management  of  the  persons 
that  are  more  immediately  abouthis  Majesty's  person ;  but  sometimes 
directions  have  been  given  by  the  other  physicians. 

When  were  you  first  bli  tne  habit  of  oeeiog  the  King?  I  first  saw 
fhe  Princess  Amelia,  on  the  26th  of  December  last ;  and  every  time 
that  1  saw  the  Princess  AmeUa*  as  &r  as  I  reoollect,  I  was  with  the 
Kine  afterwards,  so  as  to  have  a  Rood  deal  of  conversation  with  his 
M««ty,  *    ).     .       ,  "^        :       ■ 

From  the  period  at  which  you  began  to  be  honoui^  w^th  conver- 
sations with  the  Kin^  on  that  subject,  did  you  at  any  time  befoje  you 
were  consulted  by  hi»  Majesty  on  the  S5th  of  October,-^  perceive  any  of 
that  hurry  and  particularity  ^of  nuuuierr  which  yoo  have  described 

Yourself  to  have  noted  down  on  the  95tli  of  Ootobor  ?  It  occurred^  I 
elieve,.two  or  three  times,  but  not:  in  any  very  strong  degKe;  enougli 
for  me  to  remark  it ;  bCit  1  undentand  it  was  more: remarked  by  those 
who  knew  him  better,  than  It  was  by  iiie»  not  being  so  perfectly  well 
a^c^uainted  with  his  natural  miaiuer  as  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  living:  with  Jiim  a  great  deal* 

At  what  periods  were  those  remarks  first  made  by  you  ?  I  think 
only  a  few  days  before  the  ;^dth  of  October.  <  <>'>'■ 

In  the  course  of. (hat  nioitib?  Y.es ;  his  Majesty's  manner  is  never 
a  very  quiet  manner,  but  1  do  not  recollect  any  thing  that  struck  me^ 
except  two  or  th^eedays,  p<;rhap6,:beiefe  the  ^th  ot^  October. 

Did  you  oomui.iMiicate  to  apy  hodf  .the  remarks  you  had  so  made 
previous  to  the  5^5th  of  Optpb.er»  upon  the  Km^'s. maimer  ?  I  believe 
Uiere  was  no  particular  communication ;  -but  Sir  Henry  Halford,-  and 
jVlr.  Duiidas  aodi^vst^,  yfho  bad.  the  audience,  of  tne  King,  n%h^ 
say,  "  I  thou^t  th^re  was  a  httle  hurry  to-day/'  or  something  to  jmat 
purport.  ^  ....        ./ 
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^  ¥^11  did  ydu  last  wet  ike  Kins  ?    I  saw  the  King  this  morning. 

What  was  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  ?  He  was,  upon  the 
whoie^  a  Utile  better,  I  thought,  this  morning:  his  pulie  >asless 
frequent  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  tWo  or  three  days ;  and  I  tfiought 
him  muchless  hurried,  and  what  he  said  was  more  connected,  more 
like  ordinary  conversation.  Upon  (he  whole,  I  should  say  he  was  a 
littif  better  thi8<momiug. 

The  following  extract  from  Ibe  former  evideace  of  Dr. 
BmUie  was  read  : — 

'« Has  any  person,  other  than  the  Boyal  Family,  or  his  pages  or 

**  attendants,  seen  the  King,-  since  you  have  been  in  attend- 

*•  ancc  upon  bis  Maj^^sty  ?** — "  Yes,  the  Lord  Chaucellor  saw. 

"  his  Majesty  the  day  before  yesterday." 

Dr.  Baiilie, — I  wish  to  add,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  saw  his  Nfa- 

jesty  also  tki  the  1st  of  November ;  and  that  Mr.  Perceval  saw  him  on 

the  d9th  of  October. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Perceval -saw  the  King  on  any 
other  day  ?  I  cannot  call  the  circumstance  distinctly  to  my  recol- 
lection. 
'  Frott^  'any  thing  you  have  seen  since  you  wer^  last  before  this  Com- 
mittee, can  you  torm  any  conjecture  as  to  the  period  of  the  recovery 
of  the  King^  I'cakiformno  conjecture  whatever,  m  conseouence 
of  tkie  distance  of  time  betweefi  the  two  examinatiooa.  I  think  fully 
a?  tivourable  of  the  King  to-day,  as  I  did  when  I  was  examined 

before.  '.       .     ,       :  «- 

Can  you  form  any  distinct  opinion  of  the  period  of  the  King's  reco- 
vflrvnow}    Koi  I  camiot 

•^  .        .  [Withdrew. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,    DEC,    19. 

Soon  afldr  the  Loid  Chanedlor  bad  taken  the  woolsack, 
Earl  ^encir  rose  and  said,  that  his  object  ms  to  put  a 
qtiestion  to  th«  m^le  lord  opposite  (Liverpool),  or  any  other 
of  hwMajesty^ff  servants  then  present,  -which  he  considered 
a*  very  importsfnt.    He  iras  aivare  that  he  ^was  premature 
in  bis  request,  as  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  their  lord* 
sbips^  (of  vrhich  he  was  a  member)  had  not  yet  been  pie- 
tented,  nor  would  be  presented  till  tbe  next  day.    But  as 
their  lordships  were  ntfw  met,  be  would  wish  to  be  infonned 
"what  proceedings  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  pro- 
pdsd  to  that  House  for  fiUiuff  up  tbe  defect  in  the  exercise  of 
the  kingly  power,  should  that  &ot  unfortunately  be  asoer- 
'  tainert  nom  the  report,  and  declared  by  a  resolution  of  their 
leiaabipB.    He  wished  to  have  some  outline  of  the  plan« 


and  to  knew  wbqi  it  was  iBtfnded  to  briag^  it  into  diKior 

SlOO* 

TAe  JEm^l  ^f  thrrpddlsAiA,  ihkt  ihe  tju»B«h  M  to  fofttrt 
pforoedirtgs  fem^ifdced  ttvo  pc^fotS;  drtt^  a^  to  tjic  {>art|ctrl«r 
mode  of  proceeding  inteudocl..  to  be  proposed* .  On  t}iU 
point  he  wa^  p^fectly  readj  1o  state  bis  iiU«ttitott  .tufcUoW 
closely  thp  precedents  of  1788  and  1789.     He  had  coni 
Kidefid  tliesUDJect  most  attentively,  and  i<^s  d6nvihcedf  iv 
every  prgument  and  illustration,  that  the  pfeb^t^nt  ^ltlld)Hi 
to  was  strictly  in  th(i  spirit  of  unr  constitution  and  history. 
He  should,  tb^reforej  hare  to  jifopose  yesotutions,  ih  the 
{6m\o{i\io^fottiiexlyipioiiose.(l  (^nd  passed  j  aft^  which, 
the^  vould  proceed  toflU  up  the  defect  in  the  personal  ex- 
ercise pf  the  ro^al  fuiictimis.     With  respeet  to  {be  point  of 
time,  he- wished  {o  icreate  no  unnecessary  delnj^  but  nitherv 
to  expedite '  ^tlie  proceedings  bs  much  as  possible,    The  •Rfe- 
ptyrtion  tvlitch  tney  t\crc  to  found  their  measures,  cotild  hot 
be  in  thpiy  bapds  till  the  nestday*    It  must  he  juinted.  and 
some  time^^ivta  for  the  perusal  of  it.    The  other  Irpiisn. 
bud,  03  their  lordships  must  know,  received  and  ^rinlixl  th^ 
Ktippff  bTthdtf  CcitWttrftt^,  and  had  app^ilhted  ttfifedmiMr 
for  takfUff  U  Inlci  their  considci»afion  in  a  CorfuHittee  Oil  tbe 
Stat^  pf  top  ^ffltiQl|.    }t  would  be  desifi4|lejbr  tbeir  lord* 
ships  to  wait  a  day  or  two,  in  the  j^rospect  nf  reoeivii^ 
some  cpmti^ndication  from  the  Commons,  with  their  deci- 
sion on  the  resolutions  proposal  to  them ;  which  decision  i% 
was  impossible  for  him,  and  would  be  improper  at  any  rate 
for  him,  to  anticipate..  •  VLk  wiikhed  iUAt  lordships  to  sit  oi^ 
Saturday  next ;  and  if  on  that  day,  or  previously,  they  re-« 
ceived  such  comnlUnic^atibn,  lie  should 'move  another  day 
for  fiubmilting  tht  rtsolaiii^  itit  the  atl^p^i^ni  of  tbeir 
lordsliips.  ,A^.  4he  discus^oti  migki  be  longf  6bo\ild\be 
pame  Momiaynext^  4beir  sitting  would  ikieoiifeniei)tijrij(^i\ 
into    Cbri9tmi«t«hy. .    He  hed  thought  of.  Vf0^m4s^ 
next  i  biit,  ie  ooAstilt  the  ccmveQienfselof  miHiy%nobl6.ViiQds^ 
he  bad  fi&i<Hl  on  Thunday  week  as  ;tbe  dby  he  s&ouUliprof. 
posci  which  ]mhot)ed^Toiuld  begoiiorally.t)o«veitient^^^iul 
cause  no^rd^terdehy  thancircuRKtaaces^eem^.tQTe^uM^^ 
He  hop^l  these  ^phmsHions  of  the.  course  intctaidixl  1rai^(i 
give  fdU  s^tisfiotiOn  to  the  tlobk  tord.  1      *  •    ' 

Earl  Spertccr.  fose  ^iby  and  thinks  ihe  |]pWle)<M}d  fo^ 
the explanatioM he^ biKl giyen  him  on  SoniR potn^i/ H^^i^ 
(sver  premature  lie  mi^ht  be  in  offering  hia  oWn  sePjtiiwi^jtq^ 
,  yet  he  couU  not  lyfrain  from  sayii^  »  few  w4(rds  tbtio^  If^ 


f^£c.  }9«]      BIS  majesty'a  ivBisf^aiif ion*    ,  Itn 

be  ffikbt  lilermuds  be  told,  thai  bj  hii  rileice  ibat  sight 
hfit  WTln  any  mfMer  pwclud^ci  bimself  from  the84vaiilBgo 
of  ^ivcri^  bis  opinionapn  paiatof  wfaereon  lie  most  ma* 
teriaily  (li&ied  from  the  pr^positioDs  intended.    Wb6ii  thb 
momcDtoBs  subject  ivbs  uitated  in  the  year  }788,  be  ma 
youiig  in  that  Hoium^i  ao3  did  not  take  any  forward  part 
m  the  discHssioa ;  but  by  his  voUi  and  protest  b^  bad  tbea 
dechi^  bis  duapprobatioaoftUemode  ofpraoeedi«g|  and 
the  &^1L  that  concluded  the  whole.    Since  that  period  emy 
tlilnff  that  he  had  ^eeo^  heard,  or  read  ,of)  whether  b/ 
iie^ng,  obserTation,  or  conversation)  that  had  any  relation 
t^  tpU  subject,  had  tended  to  strengthen  the  coavictioii  of 
ui^  ipiod.  ^  SorrT  as  ht  was  to  differ  with  nuu^,  he  nnus^ 
ij) treat  their  lordships  to'brii^  their  miods  with  Berioumess 
and  solemoitv  to  a  careful  consideratioii  of  the  measures 
proposed,  which  were  of  the  hi^est  importaope  to  1^ 
state ;  which  must  alwaya  haiK  been  so ;  but  which  tbo 
present  crtti^I  circumstances  of  the  country  rendered  more 
so  than  eyer?    If  a  delect  in  the  kingly  office  existed)  which 
W  f^red  would  lormorrow  be  proyed  to  hate  unfortunately 
e^istcJl  for  many  weeks^  he  thought  that  no  delfiy  ongbt  to 
t>e^  su^ered  to  take  pbicie  in  suppkfpg  such  deficieaey^  the 
.  aisieuce  of  which  was  frao^t  with  so  many  alfinning  etr^ 
The  Ilouse  ought  at  oace  to  a^opt  the  best  moder  aAd  wiA 
the  least .  possible  delay*    In  the  proposed  modei  be  saw 
polv  iQ^otractiou  and  needless  dekysi*    The  first  vesohitioii 
of  Vt^  he  would  suppose  to  pass  withoat  oaposition,  as  it 
simply  dedaied  t)i^  /act  of  incapacity,    To  the  aecondi 
)iowev^,  he  had  various  objectionst    But  \o  the  thiidj  he 
pould  not  possibly  assent^  with  the  opinions  h^  eot^ftaiBBd 
pi  his  duties  to  Uie  Crown  and  to  the  country^    It  was 
peith^  more  nor  less  than  an  open  breach)  ja  violatioii  a&A 
attack  on  the  fundanaicutai  principles  of  ot|r  GonstitHtiDB* 
It  was  the  cKuty  of  both  houses  of  parliament  to  support  the 
moaarehy ;  bul  it  was  more  peculiarly  and  speoifiwiy  the 
duty  of  their  lordships^  the  hereditary  couBsellors  of  tha 
iDrpwQ- 

.At  present  tliey  were,  without  a  parliament^  theie  beiiw 
only  the  two  ostates  of  the  realm  in  activity.  The  made  or 
proeeediog  by  Address  was  in  all  respects  infiaitely  prefel'* 
ablet  He  could  oevt^r  bring  his  mind  to  the  estabUdhmedt 
of  something  in  the  6liapeof  iioyal  power^  to  give  a^tboaij 
t5  a  Bill;  but  which  he  found  it  quite  impossibte  to 
describe  |n  conalitHtlooal  languH^»    F)roll|  waat  be  b^ 


1S6  THE  PABTLIAMBNTARY   BEGTSTBtt.  f^OEDS^ 

Beard  from  tbe  noble  lord,  be  must  infer  tbat  it  tras  in- 
tended  to'  divide  and  share  out  the  essenfial  prerogatives' 
and  rights  of  the  monarchy;  an^periment  wuich|  thank 
God  I  iras  prevented  from  bekigiried  &n  the  former  occa- 
sion by  the  fortunate  rest(/ratioii  of  his  Majesty's  health. 
He  never  could  consent  to  snch  an  expcritnenf ;  and  ho 
intreated  their  lordships  to  consider  this  part  of  the  subject 
fnlty/that  they  might  see  how  hazaraous^  how  perilous' 
8ucn  an  experiment  must  be !  (Hear !)  Let  the  whole 
Monarchy  remain  entire,  to  be  restored,  unimpahfed,  •  to 
the  hands  of  his  Majesty^  whenever  it  should  please.  God 
to  restore  him  to  such  a  state  of  health  as  woidd  enable  him 
to  resume  his  august  functions.  He  could  pot  see  why 
&rther  delay  should  be  occasioned  by  waiting  for  a  com* 
muhication  from  th^  Commons.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
this,  as  their  lordships^  as  one  of  the  estates  of  the  ncalm, 
might  and  ought  to  proceed  at  once  upon  the  subject  them- 
selves. After  various  other  observations,  hb  lordship 
stated,  that  having  taken  thb  opportunity  of  declaring  his 
opinions,  he  Aiould  then  move  that  their  lordships  be 
summoned  for  to-iporrow.  He  was  not  sure  that  he  should 
submit  any  motion,  but  probably  some  noble  friend  fnigbt.' 
He  concluded  by  apologudng  for  taking  up  the  time  oi^thc 

'  Bouse  in  a  premature  sta^  of  the  proceedings. 
The  question  being  put  from  the  woolsack, 
hord  GrenviUe  rose,  and  after  oomplimentinff  the  noble 
earl  (Spencer)  on  his  able  speech,  with  much  of  which  he 
peHinctly  agreed,  expressed  his  regret  at  the  diflerent  view 
which  he  took  of  other  points  to  which  the  noble  earl  had 
adverted.  But  to  haVe  remained  silent,  might  have  been 
ooBstnied  into  giving  his  assent  to  the  opinions  of  his  noble 
friend,  from  wnom^  though  with  great  regret,  he  was  com* 
pdled  materially  to  diflfer  on  some  important  points.  He 
must,  however,  censure  that  system  of  delay  wnich  had  so 
long  left  the  country  in  such  an  alarming  state,  and  which 
had,  aff  it  were,  studiously  postponed  the  business  to  a 
season  of  the  year  which  interposed  additional  proemstina* 
lion.  He  should  not  be  able  to  attend  in  his  place  to- 
morrow, and  therefore  he  should  now  address  their  lord- 
ships for  a  short  time.  Snch  was  the  state  of  proceeding, 
that  the  Report  was  not  yet  on  the  table ;  and  if  they  dis- 
cussed it  on  Monday,  tliey  would  be  driven  into  the  day, 
which  was  one  of  those  few  days  which  a  Christian  wished 

'  to  devote  to  religious  duties,  rather  than  the  puliamentary 


Hec.  19«^        his  hajesty's  indisposition*.  ISf 

duty  of  diicussioD)  even  a  matter  of  such  hi|^  political 
importance  as  the  present.     It  did  Iherefere  appear  fohim^ 
that  they  could  not  go  into  the  considoation  of  the  bosineii 
befbre  tlie'day  proposed  by  thenoble  earl<  opposita    He, 
declared  tliiCt  he  came  to  thi^  dificussioo  perfieotiy  free  from 
all  bias  or  partiality^  either  for  his  own.  sbrmer  opinions  a» 
such,   or  from  the  affection  that  he  tnust  hare  to: the 
memory  of  the  person  .who  took  the  principal  part  in  pro* 
ducing  and  proposing  the  resohitions  of  1788.    He  hai)  np 
inclination  to  any  particular  views  of  the  subject  from  any 
desire  of  maiotaiouig  his  own  consistency  mmlj*    Had  he 
seen  cause  4o  vary  in  his  opinions,  be  trusted  that  he  had 
enough  -of  manliness  of  character  to  rise  and  atow  that 
change^  and  to  state  to  the  House  what  weoe  the  causes 
that  ]ed  him  to  such  a  variation.     He  thought  no  apology 
due  frpm  his  noble  friend'  to  the  Houaefor  thct  dieclaiatioA 
of  his  opinions ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  every 
person  should  be  desirous  of  having  the  subject  fairly  dis- 
cussed, if  difference  of  opinion  still  prevailed.    It  was  now 
twenty«two  years  since  parliament  debated  on.  similar  mea- 
sures.   During  the  greater  part  of  that  time,  he  had  been 
actively  enga^^  in  the  duties  of  office ;  and  for  a  lesser  part 
he  bad  not,  he  trusted,  been  in  an  useless  alnd  indolent 
Teti|:ement«    He  had  now  reviewed  calmly  and  fully  <  th^ 
pircn^Qstanc^  of  the  transactions  of  1788  ;  andjt  was  How 
bis  fixed  opinion^  after  bringing  to  the  subject  all  the  lights 
that  his  it^ing  or  study  could  afford  him,  that  that  pre- 
cedent was  the  l^t  mode  of  procedure  that  could  be  adopted. 
The  case  called  for  the  supply,  the  immediate  supply,  of  a 
deiect  in  the  kinjriy  office,  arising  from  the  personal  indis- 
position of  the  Sovensign,  which  must  be  presumiod  ifi  be 
temporary.    In  whatever  way  the  lamented  defect  waa  to 
be  supplied,  it  was  cl^r  that  the  Monarchy  mu^t  regain 
the  same.    The  country-  must  still  be  goveimed  by  the  Ki^g. 
Courts  of  justice,  in  spme  of  which  his  presence  was  always, 
supposed,  must  still  be  King's  courts.    Writs  most  ma  in 
bis  name.    All  the  functions  of  the  regal  office  m«|st  be 
executed  in  the  name  of  the  King ;  in  the  nanie  of  th^ 
King,  and  for  the  King,  the  Regent  must  act.    The  kingly 
power  to  be  restored  to  the  King  whenever  he  returned  to  a 
state  of.  health.    He  would  ask  for  no  other  postulate. 
Could,  in  this  view  of  the  case,  could  an  address  proparly 
sup^y  the  existing  defect  ?    Was  not  an,  act, of  parliaiqent 
manif^ly  necessary,  to  declare  and  to  notify  the  means 


taken  ai|d^>auiliority  given  to  him,  itrho  was,  in  the  nftmd 
«f  the  Kii^i  dufiiig  11  is  iiidiK|>(Kitioit,  t^  be  for  him  at  the 
head  cFHia  eQDcciiti?e  goviN'iiment  ?  Hi;  ^d^iarcd  be  dirw  no 
other  jafe^ay  of  provuliil^  for  the  diAeuliics  in  which  the 
mdaneholy  indbttosttioa  of  the  Sovereign  had  placed  the! 
atatt,  buiib;yr  a  Bill.  •  Here  he  must  be£^  to  notice  a  lapses 
for  it  could  be  nothing  but  a  lapse^  of  hi3  HoiAe  ttieni  ih 
spenking  of  the  ertatqs  of  the  fealrti.  It  wa^  a  lapse,  how-* 
efer,  llnKt  be  wasconeenied  to  see  tp^seading  ^o  widely  out 
of  doon,  a«ci  which  he  sd  frequently  of  lute  had  cast  Hh 
•yeft  upon ;  he  me^t  the  ipeaking  of  the  tWo  Houses  6f 
pitiliatbent'sls  the  two  cstartes  of  the  realm,  and  of  tbe  King 
te  one  df  the  three  estates.  Tliis  was  eTidently  cfftoneous ;' 
b^  it  was  d  growift^  error,  dnd  he  therefore  lioticacl  it. 
1^  tbree  eslaitfs  of^ihis  realm  were  the  nobility^  th^ 
^kugf)  and  the  oommoiis ;  that  is  to  soy,  in  pariiameoUlry 
leimig,  the  LordS)  Spiritanland  Temporal^  and  the  House 
pfCoinmons.  The  noble  lord  entered  Into  various*  othet 
kf^Hients  in  support  of  the  precedent  of  1788,  but  not  inlo 
the  ooettioiY  of  the  restrictions  or  (-eservations  of  power  ia 
the  Hegeht,  which  his  lordship  cortsidered  as  questions  that 
had  stood  on  the  ground  ot  expediency,  and  must'  so  b^ 
ai^ued.  Though  he  supported  the  mode  of  procedure' 
aocoidiag  to  the  precedent,  yet  he  was  entit>ely  oftfid  mind 
of  his  noble  friend  respecting^  the  right  of  that  HoU^  >tc| 
proeoed ;  and  although  he  agreed  to  tiie  time  proposed  foi 
the  dbciisrion,  he  did  so  from  reasons  of  coireniedee,  anct 
not  at  ad  under  the  idea  df  waiting  for  the  House  of  Com^ 
moas^  Having  thiig  taketi  au  early  opportunity  of  fitiriy 
and  openly  stating  his  opinions,  he  should  not  enter  intor 
othei^  points  of  the  question.  He  censored  the  delays  tbat 
hhd  taken  place ;  ahould  reserve  himself  ia  some  points, 
tegt^etfed  that  he  differed  with  his  ifoble  friend  ;  and  epnclti-< 
(Wd*  by  repeating  the  conviction  of  his  mind  in  fa^Mir  of 
Ihe  Mode  of  proceeding  now  re^rted  to. 
•  Ij$rd  Lmidefdale  said^  that  in  retaining  iii  his  own  f9V^ 
all  the  discussions  that  had  taken  place  during  the  proceed* 
ings  of  J788,  the  more  he  considered  the  measuile  whioli 
was  then  proposed,  the  more  he  thought  it  perfectly  Indefea- 
#ibte.  He  niust  also  observe,  that  the  former  was  a  period, 
df  prdfoYlnd  peace,  but  the  present 'a  crisis  of  extreme  diffi-* 
cutty  and  danger,  and  therefore  requiring  the  smallest  pos*' 
iible  delay  in  filling  up  the  deficiency  in  the  regal  l!>ranoh  of 
the  Gonstitutidn  ;  so  that  even  if  the  general  priaclpl^  oni 


irrl^k^  (hd  measnie.  of:  1788  was  'foitiKfed>  and  vrbtoh  had 
h/w  naif  sbortly  ttaled  by  his  noble,  ftiead,  Tvene  jast,  yei. 
it  bjri^iiaeftns  faHmwdy.  that  tbey  veie  applicable  to  (he 
oinniaistitnQ»  of  the.  pmfmt  da3%  liis  noble  fttsnd  hadi 
n^ted  on  the  Mtpposed  dialindtion  betiveea  the  natural  and. 
political)  oapacitv  of  tho  So^eiei^^  Bat  it  ifas  hardljrj 
noom^ry  fo  lemind  >  the  House*  Oiat,  at  no  very  remoter 
pefioAof  oiur.hiMori^  this  very  distihcikin  had  been  used* 
td.the  Sttj^nioD  of  the  Throng  ^  when  the  two  Uous^  06 

Sarlimneiit^.  vtidca  the  political  name  and  character  of  tlie 
[onarch,  had  maderiaar  apoo  the"  person  o^  the  Sovereign, 
and  uUiniaMly  brotx^t  him  to  the  block.  He  thoasrht 
that  it  was  a  most  fortunate  tbing^  for  Che  Constitution  of  tfad 
GomKityy  thai  throMaaare  of  IISS  never  hadJbaea  carried 
into  execution ;  for  if^  as  was  prdposed  in  thal[meBsur(^,  tfaa 
two  Houaeaof  parliament  could:  of  ihonsehrey  make  a  law« 
fjben  HI  bis  opbiioe  the  sevenst  blow  was,  s^vuk  at  the 
iU>yal  authpfiity ;  and  it  wtnt  in  its  coaaeqneAces  to  dis-i 

Cnse  with  the  regal  bram:h  of  the  Constitution  altogether, 
doedy  he  was  prepwed  to  contend,  that  any  act  of  parlia- 
n^tof  this  deswption  was  completely  a  dead  letter,  and 
conld  notbctlietwidto  in  any  of  the  CourtSrof  Juatice;  foir 
ivhen^vef  the  matter  came  to  b^  argued  befora  the  Honse, 
lh9  should  paodloee  a  statute^  which  pcooounoed  ni^l}.  and 
T^  all  legislative  atets  which  bad  only  obtained  the  assent 
of  the  two  Houses  of  parliament.  He  had  no  wish  to  enter 
vaoie  largely  into  the  atthoeci  at  present,  bift  Ite  thought  it 
r%ht  to  tali<^  tb^^Ppottunily  of  entering  his  protest  befoct^ 
hand  against  acting  upon  the  precedent  of  1789. 

Lord  Lit^erpool^   across  the  luble,  suggested  the  gafeat 
inconvenience  of  summoning  their  lordships  to*morrow,  and 
.  bopedthat  the  noUe  lord  ^Spencer)  would  withdraw  his 
motion  to  that  effect. 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  \mderstood  fVom  bis  noble  friend 
that  it  was  n6t  his  intention  to  press  the  nM)tion.  Since  he 
had  risdn,  however,  tie  could  not  omit  that  opportunity  of 
expressing  hts  regret  that  the  long  delay  of  seyen  weeks  had 
taken  place,  before  any  measures  were  adopted  for  filling  ujp 
the  Toid  in<be  exercise  of  the  royal  authority.  ^  He  wouU 
not  ent^  at  any  length  into  the  discussion  which  had  in-^ 
cidentatly  taken  place;  but  on  the  b^t  consideration  b]e 
was  able  to  give  the  subject,  he  must  say,  that  he  felt,  a 
strong  objection  to  the  proceedings  in  17to.  The  ground. 
of  his  objection  was  simply  this ;  that  while  it  purported 
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to  be  a  legislative  -pvoeBeding^  ytt  it  m^as  not  «o  in  reality/' 
fbr  there  coald  be  liotie'idrithout  the  ate^t'dfthe  Crown,' 
'which  was  mdst  unquestionably  an  esMniiai  branch' ci'  the; 
l^slaturci  For  his  ^rt,  he  objected'  td  tlie  whole  of  the 
plan  which  the  noble  lord  .had  anndufloed';  amlsbw  wished' 
to  givcf  notice^  tliat  he  should  move  the  nrevioits*  qnestiow 
on  th«  2d  resolution  ;  which^  if  carried,  be  should  follorn^ 
lip  by  proposing  an  address  to  bis  royal  hij^hiiess  the  Prinie^ 
of  Walesy  to  accejfJt  of  the  RegeAC}'-  under  soiii  regulatfonsf 
as  might  be  apprdved  of  by  both  Houses  of  Parlianieiit.  '•  i 
:  Lord  Spfnver  then  wijhduew  his  motion.  • 
: '  Ijyrd'LnArpool  nldVod;  that  their  lordships  be  sumnmried 
for  Thursday;  the  27<h  instant: 

LordGrMiUe  asked,-  whether  the  noble  lord  certainly 
meant  to  bring  forward' his  resolutions' then. 

Lord  JLicarpool  replied;  at  certainly  was  his  present  intend 
tion  to  do'90;-  but  whether  any  tning  might  happen  m 
the  intenral  to  alter  tjiat  dnteution,  'it  was  impossible  for 
hifritosaii.      '  ■      ''  i-'\ 

Jj^rd' Holland dedhted  it  to  be  his  int^tion  to  snbnlit  hU 
inotion  101*  on!  address  to  the  Princey  even  tfaough  tbe 
ndbte lords  should  not  bring  forward  his  rttolutrons:  ' 

.    Lord.Ltanrpool  ^re  notice  of  his  intdntion  to  tnove  (of 
'  Ihe  appointment' ot  a  Cominittee^  to  search  Air  precedents 
how  far  proxies  could  be. adtnitted  to  vote  on  the  scttleracnC 
t>fth6Ro3fala«tkority.  ^     '^u 

'Lord  Stanhope  thought '  that  to^rooi'row  was  the  proper 
day  for  BuCfa  a  motion.     He  must  deny  that  proxies  coidd 
be  admitted.     '    • 
1    The  notice  was  then  appointed  for  tomorrow.  ^' 
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THUR8DAY4  tJECfeMtten  20. 

;  On  ihe  irtotion  of  Air*  Sradshaw,  a  New  Writ  wa* 
moved  for  the  Borough  of  Bracklcy,  iu  place  of  '  .'.i.  »■ 
Henderson,  Esq.  deceased. 

T^e  LhamdloT  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  calling  over  the  Mouse. 

Ah.  Tterna/  suggested  the  propriety  of  not  enforcing  it, 
ns  il  was  perceivable,  from  the  numerous  attendance^  t^uat 
the  object  for  passing  the  order  was  obtained. 
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Mr*  PfTciiBfll  observed  ia.  answer^  that  as  the  intenUon  of 
enforcing  the  c^II  had  produced  so  good  an  impression, 'Tie 
ithought  the  best  mode  of  preserving  it  in  'future,  wiis  to 
enforce  it  OQ' the  present  occasion. 

Strangers  were  then  ordered  to  tfithdraw,  and  were 
not  re-admitted  diiring  the  call,  which  lasted  two  hours. 
Vpon  our  v&-admission|  we  found  Mr.  Perceval  on  his'  legs, 
moving  that  the  House  should  be  again  called  ove^  on 
Monday  se^<nnight>  and  that  the  defaulters .  should  on 
that  day  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms. 

STATE   OF    TUB   .NATION^   AND    SUSPENSION    OF   THE 

.  .£XiX;C7TlVE    FUNCTIONS. 

■ 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  resolving  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,,  on  the  State  on  the  Nation,  being 
xead — the  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose^  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect: — Mr.  Lushington,  the  House,  in  coni- 
pliance  with  the  order  now  read,  having  resolved  itself  into 
It  Committee  of  the  whole,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  call  its 
attention  to  the  disastrous  state  in  which  this  nation  is 
plunged^  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  our  Sovereign 
—an  indisposition  which  is  as  sincerely  lamented  as  it 
is  unfortunate,  and  which  has  excited  universal  feelings 
of  regret  and  sorrow.  FecKn^,  as  I  do,  such  to  be  the  im* 
pression,  both  of  this  Hoiise  ana  of  the  Country,  it  is  wholly 
unnecessary  on  my  part  to  take  any  course  for  the  purpose 
of  awakening,  such  sensations,  or  to  Excite  3'our  attention 
upon  the  importance  of  the  melancholy  subject,  for  the 
discussion  of  which  we  are  this  night  assembled.-*^When  we 
contemplate  the  extent  of  that  calamity  which »  in  the 
person  of  our  Sovereign,  has  befallen  the  country — when 
we  view  it  under  all  the  aggravated  circumstances,  which, 
afiQicting  such  a  personage,  it  must  present  itself  to  our 
consideration,  there  exists  little  necessity  for  an  appeal  to  (he 
common  sympathies  of  our  nature.  Had  one  of  the 
humblest  of  our  fellow  beings  been  visited  with  such  a 
calamity,  though  wholly  unconnected  with  any  one  of  us, 
'either  by  relation,  friendship,  duty,  or  dcpendancc,  in  the 
view  wnich  would  at  once  present  itself  to  our  minds,  we 
would  feel  it  as  a  duty  imperative  upon  us  all,  to  consigri 
iiimj  under  such  circumstances,  to  the  protection  and  guar** 
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cliansbip  of  his  most  dfibctionau;  relatives^     If  such  .>rould 
be  6ur  duty,  even  to  the  huml^lest,  hdW^t^buM  oar  obli^- 
tiooft  be  increased  towards  tbo^  dearly  conne6tfSd  with  us  ; 
and  if  with  them,  with  what  effipacy  does  ihzit'diitj 'increase^ 
Wh(^  appliti  in  the  ^ssent  lnstance^*-in  the  instance  of  our 
Sdyereign  and  'Kioc--of  him.  Who,  'for  more  than  half  a 
'century,  has  been  a  blessing  to  his  pedple !     CSeOr !  hear  ! 
'hear!) — ¥^ho,  during  his  btnign  reign,  has  watched  with  a 
parental' tenderness  and  regaid  over  the  rights  alid  hap- 
piness of  his  subjects— and  whose  private  as  w^U  as  public 
virtues  have  been  the  universal  theme  of  oiir  praises,  and  the 
objects  of  our  admiration.      (Hear  f    Hear  !)^     Indeed, 
when  I  contemplate  bis  rei^,  so  marked'  and  fllu^tfatdd^  I 
feel  a  confidence  thdt,  neither  in  'tfiis  House,  or  in  this 
country,  exists  that  individual  who  does  riot  sympathize 
in  the  distress  of  bis  Soverei^.      But  whilkt  these  motives, 
4)otii  pf  ivate  and  public  in  their  nature,  impel  us  to  fed  the 
great  calamity  with  which  we  are  visited  ;  there  are  aha 
otb^r  reasons,  wholly  of  a  public  nature,  which  render  it  the 
dufy  of  this  House  to  lake  the  due  and  constitutional  course 
of  guard irtg  the  country  from  any  greater  aggravation' of 
the  calamity.     We  are  now  awar^  that  the  functions  of  the 
Executive  magistrate  are  by  his  indisposition  suspended, 
'and  He  jnust  know  that  by  such  suspension,  the  intereists  of 
the  country  are  materially  impaired.     The  question  for  our 
consideration  is,  therefore,  the  propriety  of  taking  the  means 
'  of  supplying  the  deficiency.      And  here  I  have  .personally 
to  lament,  that  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  from  the  situation 
which  Ihave  the  honour  to  hold,  to  take  a*- lead  in  this 
discussion.      My  inadequacy  to  the  performance  of  such 
a  duty  I  should  most  truly  feel,  were  1  not  enabled  to  drow 
to  my  aid,  all  the  assistance  which  is  to  bc  derived  from 
those  lights  which   have  gone  before  me  ;*  froni  the  exer- 
tions of  those  talents,  whose  misfortune  it  was,  as  it  is  now 
'  more,  to  be  obKgcd  to  struggle  with  a  sitoiilar  calamity. 
We  are  now,  in  my  conception^  precisely  iri  the  samcsitua* 
tion  in  which  the  House  was  at  the  close  of  the  year  1788. 
The  proceedings  therefore  adopted  in  that  case,  if  the  erases 
shall  appear  to  be  similar,  point  out  the  proprietv  of  ad- 
hering at  present  to  the  true  conslitutional  mode  biacting^ 
then  decided  on  by  the  wisdom  of  Parliament ;  taking  ad- 
vantage, as  we  have  now  the  opportunity,  of  all  the  ex- 
perience and  of  those  lights  which  that  precedent  so  fully 
affords.    It  is  indeed  a  consolation  to  think,  that  though' de- 
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prired  of  the  ftutliority  and  talents  'Wrhich  the  gfcsii  m^n 
wbo't)i6n  dii-eeted  (he  yicvrs  of  the  estates  6f  Che  realm  so 
fhlly  possessed,  ,that  vre  are  at  this  day  more  capable 
of  fully  perceiving,  'unfettered  by  the  dtiicnlties  of  that 
period,  wnat  oar  paramount  duties  are.  The  precedent  of 
the  year  1788  has,  upon  that  point,' left  us  in  full  possession 
of  the  proper  couvse.  There  is  also  this  great  advantage 
^tt^ching  to  us  on  tlie  present  occasion,  that  since  this 
melasi^holy  question  came  first  under  consideration,  there 
has  not  ei&ier  in  ai^nment  or  conversiition  been  thrown'out 
by  any  ittdfvidual— indeed,  there  has  not  been  an  expression 
uttered,  tending  to  glance  at  the  ri^ht,  and  at  the  duty 
.^bich  we  are  now  called  upon  to  discharfje.  We  know 
how  much  of  embarrassment  and  of  difficulty  was  created 
by  a  contrary  conduct  on  a  former  occasion.  Wc  are 
aware  of  the  momentous  considerations  which  the  assertion 
of  a  certain  claim  produced  at  that  period — ^a  claim  which 
*t7as  most  wisely  disclaimed  by  that  personage,  on  whose 
part  it  was  mivanced  by  the  Individ nal  who  introduced  it. 
— Tliere  are  now  other  grounds  for  hope.  As  far  as  the 
discussions  have  gone  on  this  subject^  they  have  been  free 
from  all  that  acerbity  and  rancour,  which,  springing  from 
party  heat,  characterised,  disturtied,  and  in  a  certain  dc^ 
gtee  disgraced  the  proceedings  of  that  day.  We  have  now 
the  advantage  of  not  being  impedei)  by  any  such  inter- 
ruption, and  therefore  whatever  decision  this  House  shall 
SLXtiteM^  must'  be  received  by  the  country  with  the  greatest 
satis&ction^from  the  manner, ;the  temperance  and  the  ddibe- 
xation.  which  have  marked,  aiid'shall,!  trust,  continue  to 
mark  the  debate^  upon  this  important  subject.  Whatever 
difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  postponements  that 
have  already  taken  place,  we  are  all  now,  I  conceive^  unani-' 
inous  that  no  further  delay  should  ocCar.  The  question 
therefore  which  How  arisen,  must  be  upon  that  course  to 
'which*  in  specific  propositions,  I  &lt  it  my  duty  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House  on  a  former  niorht.  I  then  offer^^ 
to  your  notice  three  distinct  propositions. 

1 .  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  ^^  That  his  Majesty 
IS'  preretated  by  indisposition  from  coming  to  his  Parlia* 
ment,  and  from  attending  to  public  business,  and  that  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  Royul  Authority  is  thereby  for  the 
present  interrupted." 

S.  That  it  is  the  qpinion  of  this  House,  <<  That  it  i^ 
the  r^ht  and  duty  of  the  Lords  Spirilaal  and  Tempocal 
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and  CSommons  of  Great  Britain  now  a88eaible<j,  an^  law« 
fuUy^  fully  and  fr<^Iy  representin^i^  all  the  estates  of, the 
people  of  this  realm,  to  provide  thevineaiis  of  supply  ijig.  iho 
defect  of  the;  personal  exercise  of  the  Royal  authority, 
arising  from  bis  Majesty's  said  indisposition,  in  such 
a  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  appear  to  re* 
quire." 

3,  Resolved,  ''That  for  thi^  purpose  and  for  maintain- 
ing entire  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  Kinc,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  should  determine  on  the  means 
Tvherehy  the  Royal  assent  may  ho  given  in  Parliament  to 
such  bili^  as  may  be  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
respecting  the  exercise  of  the  powers  and  authorities  of 
the  Crown,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  King, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  present  indispo* 
sition/' 

Before  I  enter  upon  this  latter  point — ^a  question  upon 
which,  it.  is  presumed,  the  principal  part  of  this  debate 
will  hinge — I  shall  feel  it  botri  just  and  expedient  that  I 
should  state  generally  what  my  views  are.  of  the  measure 
which,  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  it  is  my  intention  to  recom- 
mend to  this  House.  With  respect  to  the  first  resolution, 
no  diSerence  of  opinion  can  possibly  occur ;  lest  any 
should,  it  is  only  necessary  to  recur  to  tbe  evidence  pro* 
duced  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  before  the  select 
Committee  of  this  House.  Everyman  must  s«;e,  in  these 
examinations,  sutiiclent  proof  of  the  uu'lancholy  fact  of  the 
King's  iDCompeteocy.  But  though  as  to  i£j^t  £iqt  the 
.  evidence  is  clcar^  it  at  the  same  time  affords  confident  and 
-sanguine  hopes  of  ultimate  recovery;  and.  that  there  exist 
reasonable  Lopes,  though  no  limits  arc  defined,  of  expecting 
that  recovery  at  no  long  distance  of  time.  With  respect  to 
the  second  resolution,  for  this  House  proceeding  .to  supp]y 
thedeficiency  in  the  personal  exercise  oi  the  Royal  authority, 
it  Jias  been  intimated  to  me  that  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  respecting  the  wording  of  that  proposition  ;*  but 
from  what  1  have  learned,  I  can  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  there  exists  any  disposition  to  controvert  the  maia 
principle  which  that  proposition  contains..  It  seems  so 
supported  in  every  part  by  the  precedent  of  1788,  it  is  so 
sanctioned  by  every  deduction  which  the  history  of  the  con- 
jstitution  and  the  country  warrants,  and  is  in  fact  impeached 
by  nothing,  that  I  shall  leave  to  tbeobjector  to  state  .his 
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ntgumcntsj  -wholly  abstaining,  mysdf,  ftotfl  any  previous 
discussion  of  it.     I  assume  it  as  fi  principle  undented  and 
undeniable,  and  therefore  shall  not  anticipate  any  arguments 
in  objection.    I  how  come  to  the  third  and  last  proposition, 
'which  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  entire  the  authority 
of  the  King,  proposes  t^iat  this  Hohse  should  determine  on 
the  mdnns  orgiring  the  Roytil  ai^etlt  to  a  ineasikre  for  siip' 
plymg  the  delrciency  *  in  the  executive  authority.    .  The 
great  and  lendihg' principle  of  this  resolutiod:  is,  that  the 
course*  of  proceeding  should  be  by  BiU ;  that  course  I  feel  it 
iny  duty  to  VW:orflrnehd  to  thb  House.    On  the  other  hand 
it  is^ubfnittcd,  aM  nio^t  candidly  I  confess,  that  instead  of 
pri^iieeding  by  BilL  ii^ich  the  gentlemen  'opposite  con- 
derhn  as  unconstitutional,  it  shouhfbe  by  Address.     In  this 
view  1  apprehend  the  House  will  feel  that  the  great  object 
On  -which  (hh  irtght*s  debate  turns,  is  narrowed  to  the 
question,  whertier  the  cOui^e  of  6uf  proceeding  shall  be  by 
liiti  as  1  propose^  or  by  Address,  as  the  gentlemen  at  the 
€%her  side  njcbmrnend.     Before  !  proceed  to  wdgh  the 
grounds  of  preference  upon  these  two  courses,  1  feel  the  pro^ 
-prietyv  as  1  previously  stated^  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
-g^enenA  view  of  what- 1  intend  fui^ther  to  propose  in  execu- 
tion-6f  this  mecteure.'     It  is  in  my  view  that  his  royal 
liighti^s  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  be  appointed  to  ejter* 
feise  fli*  ofike  of  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
Ifi^' Majesty  j  during  the  continuance  of  the  King's  indispo- 
«ftiOD«     That,  generally,  all  the  powers  of  the  government 
t/hdUtd  be  committed  to  his  hands.     That  to  her  majesty 
the  Queen  should  be  entrusted  the  care  and  guardianship  of 
the  King's  person.    I  think  it  also  necessary  tliat  due  pro- 
visions should  be  made  to  notify  the  King's  recovery,  and 
chalk  out  the  course  of  proceeding  by  which  his  Majesty 
niay  be  eqabled  to'  re^assume  his  functions.     These  three 
provisions  should  have  no  limit  in  point  of  time,  except 
vrhat  should  arise  from  the  dunttion  of  the  Kng^s  indisposi- 
tion.    But  with  respect  to  all  the  powers  of  Majesty,  I  do 
'feel  that>  taking  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
King's  indisposition  into  consideration,  a  limit  should  be 
placed  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  v^hen  in  the  hands 
of  the  Regent*     It  was  evident,  from  the  evidence  produced 
before  the  House,  and  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  in 
his  former  disorders,  that  we  are  to  look  at  no  distant  period 
for  his  recovery,  although  no  specific  time  was  mentioned 
by  his  physioians.     The  House  will  also  perceive  that  they 
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have  pixMseeded  to  aacertaia  tbecoaneand  progiressof  hb. 
MajeBty^s  present  disorder  bjr  a*  rdicreiic&tQ  his  former  com* 
plaiat.  And  as  to  that  complaint,  ^spe  hav<^  the  anthoritjr 
'  of  the  late  Dr.  Willis,  in  1788,  that  the  shortest  period  jo 
ivbiqh  in  such  disorders  recoyerv*  could  be  cxpecteoinas  sikr 
^^kSf  that  the  average  period  was  for  five  or  six  moothsi^ 
and  that  from  isveLve  months  to  twdveanda  half  waa  the^ 
extreme  poin^  at  which,  if  the  most  encour^^ing^sympton^ 
of  recovery  ^id  not  present  themsejve^,  t^  .prospect  hteoaofe 
almqithopiilcss.  Under  these  circumstanqes^  it  beo^ine  tha 
fiouse,  looking  at  the  probability  of  his  Maj^y's  recaviQiy^ 
at  no  distant  period,  to  take  am^le  security  mr  his  comjoletp 
restoration  to  the  functions  of  his  R^^yal  authority*  X^( 
^the  dignity  of  the  executive  office  cqu]I4  not  be  impaired  bj^ 
"^ydjue  Umitaiion  i^rising  from  sucif  Q^ns^deiatioBSi,  I  piost 
siiy^^ly  feel ;  and  therefore  I  should  think  thai  a  ce^kf ^tion 
Qpoo'the  exercise  of  tfiese  powers*  in  the  haikU  of  th^UegiBnt 
for  twelve  months^wouldbemost  advisable,  taking  care  that 
the  limitation  should  expire  during  the  sitting  o£P^ia« 
ment,  and  at  least  six  weeks  after  it  wfs  coQi«ned.  It 
woilld  then  be  open  for  Parliament  to  r^eonsidei^  t)ie  sub- 
ject, or,  if  they  diid  sot  think  the. duty  otQcessaryy  the  tomir 
liation  of  the  restriction  would  have  the  advanfi^ge  ,oi 
having^  occurred  under  the  eye  and  superintendance^tlif 
legislature.  Upon  these  grounds,  T  thiuk  that  there  ^o^M 
be  a  suspension  for  the  same  period  of  the  power  qf^rtlitit^ 
Bx\y  ra^nJ^or  dignitjr  in  the  peerage,  with  certain' exceptioiBk 
Alsoi  that  all  pensions  and  offices  granted  should  G#atj|i«e 
Only  during  the  continuance  of'tlie  Regent  io  offi<:e^uni^ 
sul^equent^  approved  ajud  oonfirmed  by  his  Majesty.  Ad4 
lit^iy,  that  to  ht;rinajcsiy  the  Oueen^  with  the  case  of  his 
RMSjd  Person,,  should  be  commilted  the  appointment  to  the 
sevi^l  offices  counccttd  with  his  Majesty's  boiseboiid, 
subjpct  to  the  rccoii^iderat  ion  of  Parliament.  These  aie  tUe 
restrictions  which  strike  me  as  ii^cesiary  for  the  due  plro- 
tectiou  of  his  Majesty's  antbority,  and  compose  the  pio- 
visions  which,  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  it  is  my  .inteoftion  on  a 
future  occasion  to  recoouuend  io  the  adoption  of  tbeHoiM* 
I  beg  leave  now  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  distiiict 
question  before  you— a  question  which  you  mu^t  now 
view  (whatever  nuay  be  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
restriction  at  all^.  or  to  the  extent  the  restrictions  should 
be  carried),  only  as  referring  to  (he  proper  course  of 
proceeding  at  this  moment^  whether  by  ISiQ  or  AddiMf^ 


ipeeseat  itoelf'iotodr' aiipda  ki' (klitwraiii^  ii)ie»  tUe.m- 
•«pecU«e  vieat^  Qf .  the  (ttpcee^ling  M  BWU  oc  the  pfo- 
.coeding  hf  ^ijij^^is^itbf^  w«  halve  otf^iiieforep^^  ib 
circumstances  exactly  similar,  dJoA^  thai  iin^  tno  Homm 
of  ParliameBt  di^^adopt  tbfti  icoune.of  pip^eediagy  which 
I  haye  now  tjie  honour  of  [H-piKisingy  Ui  prefereace.to  thai 
oiheri  which  would  now  ^  reci^mmqoded  i}y,  the  hooourabb 
gentlemen  opposite^    .TI^isiargunieiK,  I.wiU  oot'be^tate  to 
aav,.  must  be  m^WM  <^er.ip  be  Qonqb{it^si|GGe99f»Ilyy'by 
otri^  objections  than  the  mere '  g^nenil  ones  9gaia3t  the 
.inapDlicability  ^f  the  preoedent^  or  against  ita  authorUy^ 
With  f^pect  to  the  iiyappljcability,  I  apprehend  that  wIA 
xxot  be^th^  grpup^,  qn  .w)ii<^  they  wjito  oppose  the  prop 
cf^ipg  will  chP(99P*^o  ^%  their,stft»4.^    If  they.do^  tkey 
will  find:  it,  oH^Te  :d>$Quk  thaR^hcgr  ^n^aw^repf,  tpdis? 
foyer  tm>  ^e^se^  ^  ^r  ^sb^h  b^Mpon  tbe.one.questioil 
jDow  before  U9^.4K>  vC^tympletdy  iijik^;  imUed,  so  macb  adi 
;tb^t  I  ibr.ipy  p^inl  pannot.seQ'Jipwi^  h.^iay.  be  strictly 
Tight  to  argqe  \t  'merely  by  aii^lpgy ;.  it  i3^npt^o.plUch  a 
case  ppoo  yjfhWh.yfe  .can  brii^  the  wejght  of .  aptecpdebt 
authority  tobfapr,  in  or4^rt6iaflaence;oui!:d^i^i09i).as;a 
case  upon  whi^h  we  havQ  alr^dy  .decided ;  it  ^diHuiQt  ^ 
well  be. said  to  be  a  case.afvilQgQqs  tq,^,fpriaiar  .oi^r  as  the 
Recurrences  that  casip  alcca^  detprff^ined.    Xh^  oal^ii^y 
bj^  which  the  m^iw  i»,  nowi  a^i^tol,  h(|a»  bfaen,.  ^ittoidea 
with  precisely  the  same  e^ects^  and  under  the  SftMSKej^i 
^taiiceS)  as  those  "irhich;  e^isiie^,  jand  e^i^t^rattha,  tima 
vfhep  the  public  ^s  visited  by  th^)Sa^e  c^^ttj^  in  1781^, 
,^he  question  therefore  comes  before, us, .'fis  that.of^a^ca^ 
already  adjudgedi,  a  case  of  the  )iighest  aad  m^st^inuae^ 
diate  interest,  ^entertained  with  tbsit  graye  andie^rafisflde^ 
yotion  of  milid  which  ks  importance  deiiiaadeil;  a  fa«a 
which^  after  the  most  maiure  delibemtioo,  theipok.activQ 
and  minute  discussions,  and  a  lopg  and  soIatnA  t^^ringy  re»» 
Deivetl  a  decision  as  solemn,  and  must  now  be  looked  upoQ 
aa  comipg  before  u^  with  all  the  stamp  and  sanctiqn^  thfit  the^ 
authority  .of  all  the  estates  of  the  realm  could  cpi^er^ipoa 
it.    This^  sir,  is  the  light  in  which  the  present  que^^oa, 
presents  itself  t(>  fne.     I  cannot  look  upon  it  as  opi|  n^eirely 
analo^iis  to  a.  case  spmewhut  similar,  which  ocpurred  be^ 
fc»e;   still  less  am  I  disposed  to  look  upon  it  as  uncon* 
nected.  with,  or  to.  be  influenced  by  the  solemn  decision, 
Vol.  I.— 1810.  T 


,<rMeb  bit  iMn  to  saieMUly  paasM  Hfxlti  in  1  lookMoHbat 
deeaHon  w  ad^daititioti  df  th^  tiritpdMk  T>f  t^  list^t^,  finf- 
•aribihg'^lllit  thut  Wliddin  th«ti  tlMu|tftflt  tol)^d(iHi$,  fMd 
boidiitg  ftftbi  in  m/  nrttid,  no  iliffht  nuthdrfty  m  gM^^ttt 
cMOietei  ftftd  folate  Mi^  {ivoMeaiit^  lir  th^  xmxtxms^i^ 
tbt  i*md  ttdaMitofli  ti^MioA»  '/ 

Wei«  ive»  rif,  diipoMd  to  t«-tj|Ad)(e  tHai  ^Mit  qiK^licM, 
%re  ftbdold;  &«  We  ^rec0^d«4^  ftid  abdtidllht  i^ftdtl  t6  feM 
wtiMitttd  with  the  statrttttttii^like  pt^Aihw  atld  ddiistitfi- 
ilofid  wiidoin  which  dpefatdd  id  ()i^i]«iih^  ttk«  tMOioMble 
ddciniofl  that  waa  made  dpM  ii.  It  wiUi  tadwev^,  be  oat 
fim  daty,  whatcrrer  may  be  otir  dltliAat^  determinatlorr, 
oautfouriyto  adh«ie  f o  ttlat  principle  with  which  the  two  • 
HmMi  set  out  in  llSSy  and  from  whidh  tlie:f  deter  for  a 
fliofnent  tafiated  themaelvte  tostrajrr  iPbej^  fce|yt  all  al^^ 
within  tbdr  dlatinct  view  the  ibt^rity  iHd  ttiatittb^  of  ttie 
kifegl^  office.  Wj6,  etdinot  ht  too  cahfiOo^  ii^  abBtaihinjk; 
from  ereiy  donsideiMiOtt  that  mkj  lead  10  «dy  deviaMon 
ftodi  fed  eoOstitutionAl  M ^khmpXe*  We^y^  nffoii  due  iit- 
T^ti|;atl6h  feuhd,  ddd  Anil  bate  tb^tiMttttJOtt  oUr  joqrto'b 
A  tirdMd  thnt  Wfe  hat6  ik>  ibdnd,  tbiit  tho  YuAetSdhi  of  ihfe 

Ro>tt  aochority-iLye  int^attei,  and  not  tbkt  thi^  Royal 

Mtbority  MMlf «» ini^mtl;^  lOipai^^  mMb  IM  IMiOlred : 
Ihr  ftoto  it«  l^bhMghOtit  thli  ftdd  eVefj  Mb^Mtt  ddbafO 
upoiV  thb  quMtiori/ it  willbi^  oorduty  to  letnemb^r)  ^liat 
the  TkrMe  h  not  tat&hfk  (Star  i  h^ifr  J)  ThO  Alnction^ 
Af  the  hingfly '  ofide  hk<^  b^d  interrdpt^,  they  hlive  bdm 
iftttded  in  thoit  €9t4ftt«ft^  t  bvt  f  ho  pOmMtod  or  tho  Tbrono 
Md  th(6  rjf  ht  Of  j)OiMli§iotfi  temliided  dntotichod  add  in« 
Tiolate^  1  nffirtn  tbM  the  Throne  v&JUM  ftttt.  (Htctt^ 
heaty  htahl)  W^  Weiid  dot  dow  to  make  a  S^s  bdt  to 
tAit  gooA  care  thati  id  providing  a  remedy  agaidat  the 
ia46rrat)tiOifi  Of  the  legM  functtontf,  We  priacr?e  to  arl 
iattMhg  kid^  hift  tdv^od  to  h\l  the  rights,  ^rfrilegeft^  ahd 
fldictioRS  of  the  itsgal  pOW^/ in  the  «ahie  dftqnt^ibnedy 
nniaHpaif^  poMsrion  in  whioh  the  Monarcih  edloyed  th^ 
ididiediatdy  before  the  calamity  that  so  unhappily  suspend^ 
M  faia  exfircise  of  them.  Whatever,  therefbre,  may  b^  th« 
ihg^irify  of  some  hon.  g^tlenien,  in  tbeir  Mtettipt  to  dni# 
dd  over^ttdincd  dnalofg^y  from  tbe  conddct  of  both  tlousiw 
dt  the  lidie  of  the  Revoldtion,  to  regulate  our  conduct 
now-^howevcr  thfey  diay  kbour  to  convlntSe  d?  that  that 
jprecedent  Would  authoritt  an  assumptioh  on  th^  tmr(  of  the 
estates  at  present  wholly  unnecessary^  and  which  that-  pit* 
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^»  bo*  1p  t^  pti^r  the  full  s(nd  ooiiipMe  p«Mii0n  ^  tbf 

i«4f  pdMWy  C{anii9Qted  with  this  omykUQ^ii^mfmAUMjf 
^HffS'oM  <K  it)  19  the  sense  of  pc^e  ^tho  qiMt  iistilffirlwil 
hriMicii^'^f  the ^ty  which  hoa ntofr  d^voin^i p^imiiL  .1 
infill  the  sftqied  And  ifnperiou9  d«>tjr  pC  BmTi4&HK,[4i«lb4 
KiA|g*8'9niple  fvaloc^a  to  hi^  rigbt9H».  th^  S^wwigvi 
tb^  il^ofiuHit  his rffoorery  sh^ll  ^imhle  kimiQAei^wm  ibe 
^isebiirg^  of  th^  roy^l  faoctioDA. .  Tbis  ivm  wiPihw.gMit 
feodiog  priMiple  in  iafiueooi^.  ih«  vfm$^m$4HStfi9i4si  in 
17#i8i^  Tbuft  in  :pfQ«e9ding  ti»  ^m9idKr  thp  IraiilMiiM  of 
f^Qi^iib\g6»  tb^^fbpt  in  thp  di3ch««g9o£:tte  mwUkm 
th^y  aU  along  ^Msid^r^a  l^^  TbfoleM  f«U,  Mi(l<Mef0f  Ofto 
4rHiob|}f0t9  osf  Ihrcir  proybion* >w«B*  tpmeAm  i0ils^*King 
ihti  svtfa,  imm^iftte,  iumI  iaYM^bl^r  foituftptidA  ^ef  iM 
lHn#jii^rpolfprs^  l^oii  bi9  xm^nuff.  With  m9|to€;|k|  tlitnii- 
ftre^  id  ihfs$»  ivp^  Hof^rtant  {lointry;  n^  fy^i  /cfHfAn^  fw 
ajlhbtf'wi^iheidiftUact  itnddifflieit  Pi^i^ioiift^  i«t)«iUitUNi 
^ibrtwQ  H0U4C^  oC  PfHrliftifLent:  fi|it  it  9eim3  tliM  msffv 
MiiririolMraqti. contend  witb  %  pr^lvNMifinr  i^hgqotft 
^oJdif.irMldcortiaAijr  ,be  «  Ibrimlftbl^  qm^  if i|  flomld 
^bit4t  i)re(eii4s  to  do^  aid  Ahew  th^miHiof^tP  te  tn»9diaio«a^ 
lieMw^  im^i&oifealiU.  Tbookgoctipo  i«4o  tk^  ABpcastia^ 
%4:P9iaftmoii  bjr  t|»^  aiitboritT  of  bath  ttpwiph  ^flftK;  tiw 
CMi  ml  to  ibsi  act  for  moddliog.  the  Hi«eMy.^  ^  Xhiti  ii 
4iM»^  iiteMsidenod  by  mmo  9»  w  ^l^a»titlltibi»aj|[iiMllt^lT 
thmaH  powcum  tbe^ort  of  tb»  tiTO;HoiM9«  Xli)Mi^^>!vrhAt 
fibuQd  C0ttldt  it  bD  9o undefitooa  ?  IbAt.of  MtuMhiiigiog 
ti»i  Mayfil  pxfitxig9iimrrQl  u&inijf  iiui  AMe^  wiiciro  :tbaiv 
imr  itat  the  sobrtaoo^.  Thia  argmjneii^  lihft other  pUitiiiblf 
mtgnmtntB  ioor  bn^tily  adopts,  woot  pucn  f^rtiMNT  Ibap 
Ui9jr  wbo  fdietf  upoB  tt  seemed  to  be  4wai»  of^  U  wa$  iml 
IwAwn  that  in  thut  Parlia^Mot^  irhich  <99  it  w»  aiMged^ 
lilid  asspfiifld  ai|C9D^Uatkw»l  fowt^j  ihje  ordJMTy  btuiimi 
prooeoded— Bills  were  brought  io  in  the  Jai99  9aKSiPo»  i|pd| 
aftiribeimimldiscasason^  w^e  eittorthcowa  ont^  oc  Ibr- 
vw(fed.  Wbfit  opened  the?  P^rbament  ia  whicb  tbosii 
Bilk  ynut  diacu^s^d  i  1"!^  Lard9  CommwioQfirs  Appoiolcd 
under  ikt  great  seid.  By  if  booa  wss  tlie  gis«A  9eal  afimd  9 
B/  ibe  ^isoa  who  bad  xeceiirai  tbe  c9m9mA  flf  tb0<  tm 
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ItofHies,  Ac.  toafiTx  it  —  Ifj'fben,  the  ftie<!liii|;'^f  PdriMtn^nt 
was  iHi^giUly  ttssQbci^^ent  proceedings  during  a  meeting  so 
ill^Hyi'Convened/  mti^  have  been  Ulso  ill^l.-  'If  tUe^ 
nlisMoiM  Waa  ill4^:a],  tb^  ptooerdin^  weh!  uncoftatlUftional;'' 
Db  ^  find^lM  tbey^  ^-et^'  6bjected  (o,  or  reaped  6h  <th^ 
gtbU&H*?'  or  db*ii(«  not  rattier  find  the  reverse  of  this  ?    Do  W 
HCftktJtfW  thlttHfterlhatPairlianicnt  has  been  MenSedl^yitb^ 
CMfMMibn^iraBp^iiftted  under  that  great  seal;  thativMte 
ihe  A^Micy  bill  "MTia  yet  peridincr,  the  private  Bills  tb^< 
fni^odGoed  wet^^  in  theebufte  of  the- safue  session,  after 'th^ 
f^cb«6^'  of  the  Kifi^^  completed  and  Concluded  ?  '  Btit 
-wkcfl' 4)16  >Kiilg  was  happily  r^itoYed  to  the  Wishes  and  the^ 
^imrifts^t;^  his  people^  /what,  may  1  QSk^  Was  the  line  of 
cdnd^  pittMdd  by  tlie^xtic^ive  on  tb«  full  wsumptiob  of 
1(8  faaetiohs  ?t  Jiis  MajMy  hy  his  oommMion  came  Asnh 
to  m^'hls  iPMrfiamoili    In  the  spe^cli'HvilU '\rhtch  he  then 
op^ned'Ms^fM-liaiBent,  I  would  ask,  ib> there' to  be'foitkid 
Afty-thini^  lliat  baba*tend<»icy  to  on^tjori  tfa^  Validiry  of  14l^ 
eit^rdao  (if>that  ^wer;  wbich^aflhced  the  ^teat  ^  to  tfier 
Biitiafllfioitititijg  the  Cotiiilli^BiOners?'     0id   his  Mfi{jestfy( 
reivok^' the  poWcfs  whidi  ba<l  been  s^  ticerci^d  ?'   Did  M 
annul  the  authority  whi^h  Imd  been  'so  oorifert^'  ^    1)id  •  h'^ 
aay  to  Ms'  Paitiaroenl/  *<^  My-  prer«^gatiV^  bastibten  infritljrdil 
jiipifny'jiry  lautilibrity' baa  been  dbussd^  vnyt  gresd  Mal%^. 
been  ^VieUrpect,  and  i  pnotest  againit  ^i^ht  uncdnstitultMkf 
(umitnfkioti' irf  the*  functions  whfch<-belon^^to  mtr  ailoliei^ 
Wa»itbtathe  bni^iagebf  tb^  Monarch  !?^No !  t>ut  diffti^ 
the  ot^ai^i^ao  (tir  ^rom  ^di^fiprdMU'g^of  or  annnflbiff  Ch# 
^cMilsE  of  iil«''fi(Ji!f ad-fu«diibn,  wbfidi  'thestkte  exigcMlia 
bBjAmm^nA^iicmtti^ii  he-  continncd^i  tlve  besston^  aisiilfP 
tioiifgfM<rWerr6d  diBlUncHy  tblHat  iAMtrukneift^  by  r'lMMf^ 

continOM^e of  histnaltidy*  In-order  to  be'a$: abcuiSte^ 
pcbibtefilpon  soViiBportant  and  condusivb-'a  part  ^'  fbhr 
quMtion,  1  wlA  beg  leaw,  sir,  to  read  to  tlie  Coinmitteemm* 
Of  two  exiractli  from  the  s  (leech  of  the  Lords  ^mmissioiiem' 
totfadPailiani^nt,'  upon  the  King*s  recovery,  which  speeeb^ 
bto-b^  found  in  the  44th  volume  of  our  journals,  Is&lh 
pn^..^  The  speech  .begins  as  follows:— 
-  •^>'^  His- Majesty,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  present  here  this 
day^  in  bis  iloyal  person,  has  been  pleased  to  cause  a  cotn* 
missioii  to  be  issued  under  bis  great  seal,  autJiorising  and 
commanding  the  commissioners,  who  are  appointed  by  bis 
former  letters  patent  t6  hoM  this  Parliament,  to  opea  and 


liRre^tfaeii  flmiCwumltee  3ffiU;<iloferfafil>  totMeVvt^.thiit  ni  < 
tti(6nm]^^l.iiriyd'j»Vi^i)Bd,.tbeiHoi^  satiadon  isgtrien  m* 
oaflormk^n  ofvtbeind  ivUiclid)ad  ibeefc  rtadbof^il  by  the 
fvU  UbMsf^in^ttiJCbsrofi  linexampM  iaaftigteoj^M-The'  Km^ ' 
vMonuirihe  9mR€.OdiaKBamanem  «4io  had  beoni'fippoiiited  * 
ilhdct  l^e'gtttttBiDlchiiiifigr  hisiillneto^:  ond  wks'htel^.nnder  * 
tiiatr>a^itiibffUj^:Iidiirt]iatt  PailifiaeDt  ^/tluseiTwrn  <}om<-f 
vinioDei8.'br«])poiatif  by  tbeMami  ihBlhrumt^.ta  i^ont^aue  • 
toy Wi4«r  Ae  sia^i  Paiiuuififltv  •  i Bat^.if  stUt. inbdb^aneavi- ' 
tttodipnio6iiimi£  waitib|^r-tojBtteBt:lbf  oon^Bftlicoainnaitioii  > 
|iir«b!byljtlker^fli^s<m  Ub'hDMkyrefy,^  fa>ithe;iu«i  tinit  had* 
InBDJimdeaf  FUsprtsogaifiHe^  Lfirould  da66diaii<)i^arppeai' 
tb  IbalCoBlmclfee  i£  tUe.foIloWbig  pMsag&didiiMe  fbnitsh 
(llBili.r^Itis'fcowtbdBBnie  spimliy.aild  fit aafoUoirs  v'r^..  ^ 
•c^jHisiMajorfy  ;bfifig^  .by  fiha*l|iessuig>  otAojideaeiif 
bappiiy  TteotfensU  ftobi)  t)ie  8ei9dfe.iji(lbpo^too<  yMk  i^ieh » 
W'baB  been  afflicted {sandobeibgrtepimed.  to  attend  ^lo  the' 
pvblidafiiirBxiC  bisiktn9iUin,f>bas.conEiaHiQdQdwus;ito  con*^ 
v^nte  yowbis  warniesl.fucknowbd^mcnts  £pr. the. additional  • 
fnqf»mkich  yo&  have  giye[ix)C  your  afi^tionateattachment> 
Usfth^'ptnou<f'B!faicS  yoinr. zoajdika  coaoerbfor  thebohoor* 
abdiiiidereitB  of  hiBtiCtawn^' Aiid  %be- secttHty and  good' 
^Teviment  of  hit  ddiBADioin./' >  *'••'"   . '  "   <:i^  .1 

/  '^MifKo  have'  itpar^iottiariy  in  dlibcge  frdiU'hiSi Majesty  to 
aosbicrytiQ;  Uia£.y«n  Ganiiotao.^cfibcttiaUjr.sieet  ibemost-> 
Arina  liiiab.QiE  hos/rMajisty^rh^aot^'as  .by<*p^tievGring  ib 
ybasifoiConB:  e^ertionsiiito  the^pubiiQ  5vel&i«^  'and  by  im*. 
liniwJM^.aTOry/occiaiidn  to  promote  tha^  prospertty  of  ht9 
feitbful  (lOQpie  ti  (iami^mbism  bis  Majesty  bifi  reoeired  such*- 
lepoKlcikaiid  affecljf|9  raaiks.afinvarluble  zeal,  loyalty  andl 
attacbmeafV^iMdfwhosa'  bfifrpJuesB  be  must  ever  consider  as-; 
ian()MUpiriiMaldaowii.'^»  •• 

.Brdbi  tttf!  passages' Miicb  I  have  just  read,  the  House  can 
ImmeinqrdiflicHjty  La4faiiwiog,at  leii^,  this  coaciusion,  that» 
Ihe  proceedings lofitha two  Ilooses^^  in  that  exic!:ency,  re-* 
ceivcid  all'the  sanction,  it  is  Majesty  *s  cordial  approbation  of 
tbose  procoeditigv  eould  give  tbera.  .  But  the  honourable 
genlletnien  ophite  vr'M  be! prepared  io  meet  even  this 
obvious  fact  >Ttlh  an  objection;  ih^y  may .^ly,  that  the 
King. continued,  after  his  recovery,  to  be  advised  by  the 
same  men  Mho  during  his  illness  had  suggested  and  sup* 
ported  those  measures,     (Here  there  was  a  gentralcrjf  of* 


1  ve,  by  coat  genenU  ekea^  doming  Swtn  the  ^turter  it 
th^t  I  Uhre  hiiply  touobed  Urn  key  ^vrkich  malm,  ill 
^hoids  iribiBta  m-  utism.,  (Hear  I  'hent\  from  the 
UerUU  iuk^)  I  am  rgbiood  to  baro  'arhat«  had  it  wit 
for  thk  aeoidental  impiihey  I  must  have  bailed  in  dun 
iog^^Wfay  ithts  cinum  of  prooeedia^  wai  ao  obnoxifcaa- 
)  geatleai^  oppcwtte*  .  i  am  to  'ooudade  tfaeii)  that  it 
Bonuich  in  tne  measnilB  itself  the  objection  litt,  ai  in' 
narter  from  which  itoonus;  and  that  genllemeni  aiv 
nined  to  shew  that  they  inherit  at  least  the  jaejidwm 
osfiioiisbom  they  hafe  succosded.  Neidier  are  ikom 
dices  t»  fbe  wholly  overlooked  in*anim{iartialyiew^ 
)«e8tioi».  They  oiq^ht  to  be  admitted  as  eridenosi 
Bt'  tjkcii!  own  canseirfor  it  wiH  not  tab  dispatad^  X' 
'€)  by  isvea  the  honoiurable  gentlemea  opposite,  <thaC 
^ref'  oduld  possibly  be  largcd  against  the  mode  of  ptio- 
ng  ptopoua^  and  finally  adopted  by  both  Hooaasi  ;at 
)^riQd^  was  ur^^  ;  and  that  they  who  then  sat  whesci 
oniattraUle  (^tlemen  how  do,  wanted  neither  ability^ 
iiess,  .zeal,  nor  disposition  to  make  the  most  of  win^ 
arguments  conld  be  urged  against  the-  measttfes-  pcof 
I  by  those  who  were  then  in  the  servico  of  his  l^^estyi^ 
will  not  be  denied.  And  yet  how  do  the  jonroals 
n  us  respecting  such  objections  ?  In  answer  to  tbei 
b  from  wliich  I  read  the  extracts,  the  House  sefamed 
dreas  of  humble  and  grateful  acknowledgments  tac  hk 
9f y.  It,  as  ttsuaV  echoed  the  King's  speech^  and  i^ 
i  the  House  nemine  cantradieenie*  {Htar^  iktttrO 
re  tlien  were  all  those  sage  objecton,  who  conclflMad 
e  proceedings  as  illegar  and  nnoonstitulioaal  I  But 
perhaps,  I  may  be  toM,  that  opon  an  c^ccibioa  of 
national  joy,  those  gentlemen  were  indneed  (oan  ab« 
ce  from  tlie  gmtification  of  difsent  and  oppositioui. 
\  adnntting  and  giving  them  dtie  credit  for  all  :this 
t  and  weu«timea  discretion^  and  supposing^  them 
IHng  to  disturb  the  unanimity  of  a  congratulatory 
'ss,  still  this  sort  of  justification  was  confined  to  that 
3ccasion,  or  at  least  could  not  be  well  extended  to 
'  days  subsequent  to  it.  Are  we  then  to  be  told,  tiiat  it 
icUcacy,, after  all,  that  kept  them  silent  to  the  end  of 
ilegal  seisbn  ?  if  that  were  the  case,-  the  gentlemen 
)ttt  a  bad  compliment  to  those  patriotic  chitracters  who 
1  carry  their  delicacy  so  far  beyond  their  duty^  as  to 
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nortios  Ae  ecmstitQtkm  for  the  afte  of  a  ixNfaplimmit. 
Bitt  if  it  hid  bftfri  kd  ncrifioed,  ha^  catne  it  to'pdtt  lhat» 
tiinMi^k  sll  the  ^prbtceiliimt  of  sticoeeditig  PaiUa^Mtilfl^  and 
sQcecflrife  aiid  #f>po5ite  adminiBtintioiis,  not  one  indtion  hts 
ev««  tiddb  bran  mdde .  upoii  the  subject-^aot  an  attempt 
VHtdeto  cast  tlib^'Sliadoir  of  a  ddubt^  or  a  censure,  upon 
Ibe  kgalitj  of  thaw  ^ocetdings,  tIiou}|:li  ol-if  inally  etnniia- 
ting  mNn  tbeaolhotity  acting  under  tbe  ^roat  seal,  affiuced 
by  Older  of  ibe  eiiatet  of  tbe  iiealm  ? 

J  come  now,  siry  t6  consider  wbixher,  suppasttij;  the  prt>- 
ecedior'by  Bill  to  br  (if  not  tbe  doh^titntibnal  course  4f 
pfoeecding')  a  constilbtional  course,  other  courses  as  cOtf- 
-ititiithmal  and  otherwise  less  objectionabie,  may  not  hare  a 
stfolfger  claim  upon  our  preference?  .Is  there  notntiother 
rooicle  of  procMirif^  better  than  the  one  proposed  ?  .  There 
is'the  ar^meat  of  authority  and  precedent,  tiiat  there  ib  not 
*be^,  faecuuietite  presumption  fe  fhiraad  strong^  that 
the  estates  would  have  discovered  that  better  prt  7  but  not 
iiK  (hat  it  didactuaHy  escape  the  research  of  their  ooltecttve 
Wisdom.  Besid<^,  sir)  I  would  ask,  if  in  all  c^UcS  of  mo- 
meatoos  difficulty;  the  tint  proceeding  has  not  t>ecn  In 
MdeHToar  to  find  some  analog  or  precedent,  to  ^uidb  us, 
ihemcit  impottant  to  find  some  mtmanent,  certain,  and 
fhted  doMrine,  or  principle  applicable  to  the  question 
before  us;  and  when  we  Imve  round  what  is  settled,  our 
itett  duty  is- to  adhere  to  it.  In  all  questions  of  general 
policy^  what  is  left  nndeck^ive,  is  left  unfinished  ;  hut  can 
any  uncfertnint^  be  ifriot-e'  big  with  danger  than  any  uncer* 
taintjyatiachedrto  the  secession  to  the  itoyal  power  ?  and 
if  this  be  rme,  His  ecjuhlly  so,  (hat  nothing  can  have  a 
mote  fiUal  tendency  to  create  that  want  of  permanence  and 
eertainty,  than  ahy  attempt  to  go  counter  to  what  has  been 
litready  tbrmnlly  laid  down,  and  after  th^  maturest  cohsK 
idetation  'solemnly  determined.  This  is  a  prineifde,  and 
one  not  to  be  atiected  by  the  fancies  of  those  gentlemen  who 
atnuse  thlemseltes  with  ihitiking,  that  if  the  tiling  were  to 
be  done  ^io,  it  might  be  better  doae.  If  this  be  their 
opinion,  others  cannot  be  denied  theim,  and  then  it  will  be 
more  a  conte^  of  opinions  founded  in  theory  than  arguments 
deduced  from  practice  and  precedents  I  have  in  favour  of 
the  .mode  of  prooeeding  by  B(M,  the  positrve  determination 
of  the  estates ;  the  confirmation  of  the  execativci  and  tbe 
tadt  consent  of  the  Parliament  for  the  last  twenty  years.  I 
'^hink  then  that  I  may  be  justified  in  requiring  of  those  who 


.tet.tiii  ;tltenr  individual  oj^iniDns  against  .»itch':k  oodlbiiMd 
Ve^bt  9f  «utl)orit|r^  to  «hQ#  us  a  letter  mode  fof  |)n>q«edirig 
ithan  tbatsvUdi^iibm  liie.sanotifimitibQpsrtcdTad^.l  atti 
wairantcd  in  condudio^  rto  baiiiietbntroi^i^  1  am  omvtnced 
that  thefQ>is.  stiH  a'bciUier&  But  untiC  I  amiaoikQflYJtti^xd,  I 
abaU  pmitiiiae  to  belieire  that-  no:  otbfar  mod<f  :oao  bedeiviaed 
whicb  is.hot.'Siib]o^'to''all  tbe  abjecliioM^ItR^le  again^t'^the 

Sibecedbe  bjJBilU  Msthout  any  of  its  itdiY»Atages*at  Butl 
ave  hoard  it  urged^  ni  nri  objection  asatostdlbe.feviioiloilits 
•afisamiag  io  aqtbon»  ili)»rafixiiif9^of;t}ie'  gnoi  -9mi^  to  a 
J3iU,.ibat;thiairQttld  be4Jontmry  ti>th«J3thio&Cbai^>iL 
•ndiicfr  ttainte  sttbgect^  all  tlitose  .iwbo'maintiiiDedMiiipA.llfe 
iln'o  Hottae9af  Parliament  could  legislate,  for  ihevmlxf»f\io 
\a.  pmsmunire  ;.and  tte*s,  sir,  .is  one.€if>,thearjfcumQfHS)ib^ 
•wftlcli  flie  adyooiiea  foe  an  Address!  would*  sueplkHrt  Ubat 
mode  of.procbeding^  in  pteference  to  that  by  Btl)rrlp^tBif 
^sUoald  be:gUid  to  know  if  the  two  Houaos  will  n^t/kgislRlc 
for  ihexnselvfs  ns  much  bj  one  mode  of  proceeding,  as  % 
tbe  odK^r  ?  CNo !  no  !  from  the  Opposition  J     Wfiat^  Mr, 
will  not  the  effect  of  the  Address  be  to  legislate  ?  ^   W'hitt 
risriU  be  its  object  ?    It  will  address  the  PcinoeT-to  dowbulf? 
,Tp  be  King,?  No.    Far  from  the  mind  of  thatiilbistitoxis 
persoiiagie,  orany  .of  hL^advis^ers,  is,  I^am  siirey  a9y>'Siieh 
intention  or  wish.     But  to  be'  Regent — ^what  is  ii?'^V^bat 
is  meant  by  ilie  word  ?    XVbere  is  it  to  befoimd  ?  -:>By  what 
authorities  are  its  poweis  laid  down  and  explain^j? .  'Js^ch 
an  office  recognized  by  the  constitution  ?  But  adinkti)^  that 
it  were,  is  it  not  legislating  to  say  to  the  Prince^ .  ^^.  lM>  you 
now'step  into  the  power  possessed  by  another;-,  who  is  still 
living  V-.   (Hear  !  hear  \)    Am  I  to  be  told  lbat|nving  to 
one  the  power  that  belonged  to  another,  is  not  tegitilaiing  ? 
(Hear !  heat !)    If  it  be  not  legislating,  I  would  asfc,  how 
is  a  Parliament  to  be  called  ?    You  address  the  PriAce  to 
take  upon  Jiim  the  Regency  !  how  else  can  he  call  a  I^irjia* 
^ment  than  by  affixing  the  great  seal?    And  is  it  not  as 
•effectually  legislating  to  command  an  individual  to  do  that 
which  1s4o  make  us  a  Parliament,  as  to  proceed  by  Bill  to 
accomplish  the  same  object?  .  . 

Again)  is  it  not  desirable  that  in  a  measure  of  such  im» 
portunce  we  should  have  all  the  advantages  of  discussion 
and  debate,  which  the  pmgress  of  a  Bill  throOgh  this 
Hbuse  seldom  fails  mote  or  less  to  occasion  ?  Or  ariQ  we 
to  deny  to  a  question  of  the  last  importance,  the  advantages 
which  any  ordinary  private.  Bill  would  find  in  its  wuy 
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tbroughtheHotne?  These  advantages,  the  mod^  by  Address 
must  neoessartiy  defeat. 

But  am  I  to  undentaod  that  the  whole  powers  of  the 
kingly  office  on^t  io  be  transferred*  without  limitation,  (o 
the  Prince-}  (Hear!  hear !)  And  yet  is  it  not  the  unani- 
mous opiiiion  of  the  House,  was  it  not  a  proposition  which 
met  with  universal  assent,  that  it  was  our  boanden  duty  to 
provide  for  the  event  of  the  re-assumption  of  the  fall  powers 
of  the  kuigly  office,  on  therestomtiQU  of  his  Majesty's 
health  ?.  And  is  this  the  way  we  would  discharge  our  duty 
to  the  King  and  to  the  Prince — is  this  the  way  we  would 
discharge  the  doafaje  duty  that  has  devolved  upon  us? 
(Itearl)  I  cannot  be  understood,  in  what  I  have  said,  or 
may  say,  to  mean  the  slightest  disrespect  towards  the  illns- 
trious  rersonage,  to  whose  virtues  there  is  no  man  m'one 
willinfi^  than  I  am  to  give  every  credit ;  but  I  would  cau- 
tion toose  who  dwell  so  much  upon  the  amiable  character 
of  the  Prince,  to  beware  of  the  dangerous  precedent,  this 
sort  of  reasoning  would  establish  :  the  higher  they  raise  his- 
character,  the  more  cautious  they  should  be  in  making  any 
claims  upon  the  score  of  that  character,  s»  such  a  principle 
of  reasoning  would  go  to  give  office  and  impose  duties 
merely  on  toe  merits  of  the  officer  (for  the  Regent  would 
still  be  but  an  officer) :  tlie  consequence  of  this  might  be^ 
that  in  other  times,  should  a  similar  calamity  occur,  there 
might  be  an  invidious  and  dangerous  moile  of  argument  set 
up,  which,  in  order  to  justify  the  refusal  of  the  power, 
would  ^deavonr  to  establish  the  incompetency  of  the 
Regent.  I  am  confident  that  the  House  will  not  be  hurried 
by  feelings  no  doubt  amiable,  in  opposition  to  the  sober 
dictates  of  their  judgment,  to  do  that  which,  however 
l>eneficial  for  the  present  times,  m^ight,  at  more  distant 
periods,  be  productive  of  the  most  serious  injuries  to  the 
constitution. 

The  right  honoumble  gentleman  then  observed  ^  that  on  a 
former  day  the  precedent  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  in 
1788,  was  in  favour  of  the  course  of  proceeding  which 
they  thobght  most  eligible.  He  thought  there  was  a  wide  , 
dimrence  between  the  precedent  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
and  that  of  the  Parliament  of  Gr^t  Britain .  H  e  had  shewn 
how  the'  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  had  been  sanctioned  afterwards  by  the  ap- 
•probation  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  silent  acquiescence  of  those 
vrho  had  with  the  mott  a^our  opposed  that  line  of  conduct 
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vifhith  it  had  thought  proper  toadopf.  Bot  Mritli  tli6  regard 
to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  it  would  be  remembered  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Marquis  of  Buckin:^hnm,  had 
refused  to  carrj  oTer  to  Great  Britain  the  address  of  the 
two  Houses.  Had  there  been  ^ny  impeachment  of  tlb 
Marquis  for  this  refusal  ?  Had  there  been  any  proceeding 
instkuted  against  him  for  his  conduct  {HeoTj  hearl)  They 
might  perhaps  say,  that  a  rote  of  x^nsure  had  been  pissed 
Against  him  by  tlie  two  Houses  (Hear^  hearl)  But  Iiere  k 
ouglit  to  be  recollected  the  vote  of  approval  was  an  act  of 
the  Legislature^  while  the  censure  by  the  Irish  Farliameirt 
was  enly  that  of  the  two  Houses  {Ueca-^  hear  !>  The  gtmtlei» 
men  on  the  other  side  seemed  to  think  that  the  proceeding 
of  the  two  Houses  there^  was  of  equal  authority  with  that  of 
the  three  branches  here.  He  thought,  however^  that-  there 
was  ample  reason  to  prefer  the  preceilent  of  the  legislature 
'  of  Great  Britain.  He  conceived  then  that  he  had  redeemed 
the  pledge  he  had  given,  to  shew  that  there  was  nothing 
unconstitutional  in  the  coursc,,of  proceeding  which  he  re*- 
commended — ^nothing  insulting  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Even  if  the  Prince,  as  Regent,  were  at  once  to  be  invested 
with  the  complete  power  bf  the  Crown,. he  should  prefer 
the  mode  of  proceeding  by  Bill.  The  question  of  right  bad 
not  been  insisted  upon  ;  but  if  it  had  been  yrgcd^  the  plan 
of  Address  would  have  been  as  objectionable  as  that  by  BilL 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  agree  witli  lum  in  the 
mode  which  he  thought  best  calculated,  considering  the 
times  and  the  circumstances,  to  supply  the  regal  autliority. 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  firbt  resolution^  which  was 
agreed  to  netn*  con. 

The  second  resolution  being  then  read, 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose»  and,  after  some  preliminary  oh* 
sccvations,  expressed  his  strong  dissent  to  the  second  resolu* 
tion,  which  speaking  of  the  present  Parliament,  called  it 
^'  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  lawfully^ 
fullv^  vmAfreebj^i  representing  all  the  estates  of  tlie  people 
of  this  realm."  To  this  assertion,  it  was  perfectly  impossible 
for  him  ever  to  give  his  assent.  He  denied,  and  was  always 
ready  to  appeal  to  facts,  in  support  and  in  proof  of  his 
denial  of  such  an  assumption.  If  they  were  not  so,  the 
.people  of  this  country  ought  to  be  taken  at  least  into 
some  consideration,  on  this  important  subject.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  alluded  to  finespun  schemes,  wbicb 
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lie  supposed  to  be  in  tbe  imagination  of  otiiers  inrhich  lie 
considered  contrary  to  hl3  principles.  He  (Sir  F.  B.) 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  fine-spun  schemes:  it  vms  not 
even  the  principles  contained  in  the  second  resolution  that 
he  would  condemn ;  but  he  would  strenuously  deny  that 
it  stated  a  fact,  whenit«is5ertcd  tlmt  Hoitse  to  be  a  body' 
of  Representatives, "  legally,  fully,  and  (iixly^*-^(  Disappro- 
baihn,)  This  he  would  deny,  and  particularly  to  Par- 
liaments of  later  date,  and  to  this  Parliament  especially, 
whose  conduct  had  put  Parliament  itself  in  this  predica<^ 
xsent,  that  it  had  lost  its  former  credit  with  the  nation — 
this  Parliament,  which  had  done  so  many  acts  which  hnd 
broup^ht  it  into. disrepute,  that  he  could  never  consent 
that  it  should  pass  a  resolution  containing  what  was  so  . 
contradictory  to  troth,  to  the  notorious  facts  that  had  been 
offered  to  be  proved  at  the  bar,  of  the  manner  in  which 
seats  Were  obtained  in  that  Hotise,  of  the  corruption  tliat 
prevailed,  of  150  peers  returning  members  to  that  House 
to  an  amount— <  Here  the  crj/  of  disapprobation  was  renewed 
very  strongly  for  some  time.)  The  hoa.  Baronet  having 
lesumed,  said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  protest  against  such  - 
proceedbgs ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  said  by  tho 
sight  hon.  gentleman,  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  no 
cause  in  which  tbe  analogy  to  the  present  was  so  comjilete 
as  that  of  tbe  Revolution.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
merely  asserted  that  there  was  no  analogy;  but  he  had  proved 
nothing.  What  was  the  case  at  the  Revolution  ?  It  was 
a  case  of  incapacity  of  the  Sovereign,  not  a  case  of  that 
peosonally  afflicting  nature  which  was  unfortunately  the 
malady  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  which  every'  feeling 
man  must  deplore.  No !  it  was  an  incapacity  arising 
£rom  a  religious  bigotry.  T^&t  was  tbe  speeies  of  insanity 
which  led  naturally  todisokler,  and  which  the  Const  it  ation 
of  this  country  could  not  endure.  It  was,  therefore,  an 
iJicflipiicity  tp  exercisp  th^  negal  functions.  It  was  cootended 
at  that  lime  by  some,  that  the  throne  was  not  vacant. 
That  was  answered  by  others,  ^^  Prove  to  us  by  some  act 
of  the  kindly  office  that  the  throne  is  full."  It  matt^ed 
not  to  the  interest^  o(  the  nation  whetiier  bigotry,  or  wick- 
edness, or  the  severe  hand  of  affliction  which  pressed  on  the 
present  King,  rendered  the  Sovereign  incapable  of  perform^ 
ing  the  (^uties  of  the  kingly  ofl^ce.  In  either  case,  our  great 
lousiness,  on  knowing  the  fact,  was  not  an  examination  inta 
^e  p^qse,  but  the  adoption  of  the  ren^cdy.  But  ho\^  hadjbs 
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ti^hi  asserted  devolved  on  tbat  House  I  How  conld  this 
be  shewn  by  the  forms  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ? 
(Hear!)  How  would  gentlemen  prove  that  the  Const itn- 
tion  was  not  destroyed,  when  tbat  vital  organ  of  a  free 
people,  the  Commons  House,  was  notoriously  corrupt, 
and  when  that  high  power  from  which  all  rank  proceeded, 
and  without  whicn  no  le^l  government  could  he  carried 
on,  was  incapacitated  ?  The  plan  of  the  ri^^ht  honoun»ble 
gentleman  went  to  the  subversion  of  the  Constitution.  This 
was  a  revolution,  only  with  this  difference  from  that  of )  688 
-^the  people  of  this  country  were  then  counted  for  some* 
thing.  *  Then  the  city  of  London,  the  respectable  gentry 
throughout  the  country,  reckoning  all  members  who  had 
cat  in  parlianveiit  from  the  last  parliament  of  Charles 
the  Second,  were  called  together  in  a  Convention  Parlia* 
ment  to  settle  the  greatest  interests  of  the  state,  and  remedy 
the  defect  in  the  kingly  branch  of  the  Constitution.  Now, 
indeed,  the  proceedings  were  faf  different.  Now, «  House 
of  Commons,  without  any  appeal  to  the  people,  their 
constituents,  usurped  power  for  themselves.  A  Hoilse  of 
Commons-men,  two  of  whom  had  been  turned  out  of  their 
seats  for  not  voting  as  minbters  desired ;  of  which  other 
members  (ministers)  had  been  accused »  in  connection  with 
a  noble  lord,  of  trafficking  for  seats;  a  House  tbat  bad 
allowed  Lord  Mdville  to  tell  them,  tbat  he  would  ^ve 
them  no  account  of  his  application  of  the  public'  money; 
a  Honse  that  had  endeavoured  to  cover  with  oblivion  the 
cKsastmus  and  disgraceful  expedition  to  Walcbercn ! 
(Hear !  hear  1}  He  bad  road  of  various  appellations  given 
to  former  P^iliaments — of  the  Long  Pariiament,  of  the 
Mump  Pkrlian^ent,  of  the  Unlearned  Parliament!  fPar* 
Uamentmrrindoetum) :  but  if  a  name  should  be  found  to 
express  the  peculiar  character  and  merits  of  thjs  Parlia* 
ment,  it  wonM  probably  be  designated  by  the  appellation 
of  the  Walcheren  Parliament ! ! !  (Hear  I  hear  I)  Thirty 
3N»rBago^  Sir  George  Siville  had  said,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  was  as  much  the  representatives  of  any  other 

J  lace  as  they  were  (^  the  ])eople  of  Great  Britain,  And  what' 
ad  been  done  since^  to  wipe  off  thfit  reproach  i  The  plan 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  persuade  the 
House  to  agree  io^  was  to  make  him  Governor  of  the  couit« 
ttj,  and  to  let  him  put  the  Crown  into  h»  pocket  I  (Heart) 
That  precedent  of  1788  wa$  formed,  and  was  now  purHned 
by  that  same  Action  which  had  so  many  years  prevailed 
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in  the  comitry)  with  so  much  disadvaotage  to  its'  best 
rights  and  interests,  and  wiihont  any  other  view  that  be 
coukl  discoter,  except  that  of  retaiiring  their  own  places 
and  emolunients.  Where,  if  the  House  freely  and  fully 
represented  the  people,  would  they  feel  the  difficnlty  of 
appealing  to  the  sense  of  the  people  ?  Of  Auch  an  .  idea 
Some  would  say,  ^  This  is  Jacobinism  !^'  But  his  Jaco* ' 
bins  were  Lord  Coke  aild  Mr*  Justice  Blackstone*  Speak* 
ing  of  the  Law  of  P^rlinraent,  Lord  Coke  said,  in  allusion 
to  former  transactions^  that  we  heard  of  the»  Lejrel  Consue^ 
iuedo  Parliamenti ;  btif ,  by  what  be  called  a  Botd  device, 
the  Houses  could  confer  with  each  other,  when  Parliament 
could  not  confer  with  its  constituents.  Did  gentlemen 
seriously  think  that  Parliament  ought  not  to  take  the  people 
n  little  into  consideration  ?  Judge  Blackstone  said,  tnat  the 
Constitution  had  throe  distinct  branches  or  powers.  He  had 
explliined  its  excellencies  hj  shewing  the  independence  of 
these  bmnches.  ♦*  How  dan^ous,"  said  the  Learned 
Judge,  ^^  it  wonld  be,  were  Peers  to  interfere  in  the  elections 
of  the  Commons,  antl  exercise  the  right  of  taxing  the 
people  P  The  people  were  to  be  protected  by  (he  power 
of  the  Crown  against  an  oligarchy,  or  a  faction  of 
nobles,  and  they  were  themselyes  to  be  represented  by  the 
Commons.  Judge  Blackstone  compared  the  Constitution 
fo  a  machine  moved  by  three  weights  ;  the  body  not  taking 
the  direction  of  either,  but  taking  the  right  direction  or  the 
plenum  of  the  force.  Mr.  Paine,  writing  about  monarchy, 
Irad  asked,  Whether  it  was  a  metaphor,  a  trick,  or  a  cheat } 
What  would  the  right  hon.  gentleman  say  in  answer  to 
such  questions?  Would  he  tell  them,  it  was  useful  and 
neecssary  ?  Would  he  say,  what  are  its  services  ?  What 
answer  would  he  make?  He  shewed  by  his  conduct  at 
least,  that  it  could  be  done  without.  Whether  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  proceeded  to  replace  the 
whole  mpnarchy  in  all  its  powers,  or  limitodr  tt^  in  whatever 
bands  he  placed  it,  for  the  hon.  Baronet  would  not  saj 
there  was  any  right  in  any  individual,  since  there  was  no 
/ffZD  on  the  subject  that  gave  such  a  right,  and  the  Prince^ 
therefore,  might  have  no  more  right  than  any  other ;  yet 
he  would  affirm,  that  they,  the  House  of  Commoils^  had 
hx  less  pretensions  and  claims  to  ihe  executive  government 
of  the  country,  than  the  Heir  Apparent  io  the  Throne 
(Hear  I)  Hie  did  not  maintain  the  right;  but  taking  the 
eJfpediency  of  the  c^se^  could  any  thing  be  more  easy  than 
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to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  same  manner  in  which  it 
would  be  supplied  by  law  in  the  event  of  the  King's 
death  ?  Was  it  not  more  expedient  and  more  analogous 
to  the  Constitution,  to  place  the  power  there,  where  by 
legal  course  it  would  in  due  time  go  ?  Was  not  that  better 
tha[n  to  go  on  with  a  weak  and  divided  Government? 
Could  any  thing  be  more  likely  io  cmmp  and  paralyse 
all  the  energies  of  the  country  than  an  executive  in  such 
a  state?  if  it  be  true  that  the  kingly  office  has  too 
much  power,  controul  it.  If  the  King  nad  more  than  was 
necessary  to  animate  exertions  and  to  reward  merit,  and 
to  repress  crimes  by  punishments,  it  was  as  necessary  to  take 
it  from  a  King  as  from  a  Regent*  We  ought  at  all  times 
to  have  an  entire  executive ;  especially  now*  As  (o  what 
he  heard  of  the  character  of  the  King»  whose  unfortunate 
malady  he  deplored,  when  he  heard  it  always  coupled  with 
pan^yrics  of  the  worst  and  most  unfortunate  of  Ministers 
on  their  own  conduct,  notwithstanding  all  his  wishes  to 
controul  And  check  his  feelings,  considering  the  circum*. 
stances,  of  the  case,  he  must  say  that  it  was  a  little  more 
than  he  could  endure  io  hear  the  praises  of  such  grievous 
exactions  and  heavy  calamities  as  the  country  bad  never 
before  been  made  to  suffer.  He  would  take  that  opportunity 
of  saying  a  fe^v  words  respecting  the  examination  of  his 
Majesty's  Physicians;  and  here,  he  must  observe,  that 
itap{)eared  to  him  that  the  King  had  not  lieen  perfectly 
well  since  the  year  1788.  (Heart)  It  appeared  that  the 
public  had  been  deceived  upon  this  subject.  (Disappro* 
p(t/ia^O  Ministers  had  dared  to  carry  on  the  j^overnmept 
in  such  circumstahceSy  while  the  executive  was  in  a  weak 
state^  which  now  appeared.  It  was  a  lamentable,  a  coa^ 
temptible  thing  to  employ  time  in  such  examinations  of 
the  physicians  as  to  when  the  King  would  return  to 
what  they  called  a  state  of  competence  to  the  exercise 
of  his  royal  functions.  Ministers  proposed,  in  the  pror 
sent  slate  of  defect  in  that  vital  organ  of  the  constitu- 
tion, without  which  the  legislation  of  the  country  could  not 
be  carried  on,  to  bring  in  and  pass  a  Bill,  an  Act  of  Par* 
liamcnt,  in  the  face  of  another  Act  of  Parliament,  of  the 
29th  of  Charles  II.  expressly  denying  the  Iwality  of  such 
a  proceeding  by  the  two  Houses  without  the  Kingly  power. 
They  proposed  farther,  to  make  out  a  commission,  pur- 

¥wting  to  give  the  assent  of  the  King  to  this  their  BilU 
he  whole  bore,  and  must  bqar  to  the  people,  the  appear- 
ance of  fraud  and  a  sham !  He  would  affirm,  that  thev,  or  thf 


|)«O.20.}  STATE  OF  THE  NATION.  .     151 

Chancdlor  of  tlie  Exchequer,  were  about  io  make  a  kin^. 
.That  Minister  was  making  a  Kins;  Io  put  into  his  own 
.pocket I     If  he  could  persuade  the  House  to  remain  so 
lOD^  without  a  King,  and  then  make  one  for  his  own  pur- 
pose, how  could  h^  aToid  the  conclusion  drawn  by  some 
B^fsoRs  uafiietidty  to  the  Constitution  of  this  land?    The 
ouse  had  appomted  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report 
of  the  number  of  sinecures*      Upon, the  right  hoh.  gentle- 
man's plaB)  he  nli^ht  as  well  r^fer  the  highest  offioe  in  the 
'  state  to  that  Committee.  But  far  different  opinions  did  Jbe  (Sir 
Francis)  entertain  of  the  use  and  dignity  of  the  office  of  the 
King  1  He  thought  that  the  King  ought  to  be  a  great  and  an 
efficient  Magistrate.    (Hear  1)  It  would  be  little  less  than 
treason  to  the  count^  to  continue  as  we  had  done  for 
some  time,  or  refrain  from  the  declaration  of  his  opinion 
on  this  most  important  occasion.    What  did  it  signify  to 
the  country,  then,  by  what  names  and  distinctions  phy- 
sicians called  delirium  and.  insanity,  and  so  forth  ?     Was 
it,  he  would  ask,  fit  or  safe  that  such  a  state  of  government 
shoidd  go  on,  vacillating  from  time  to  time — Ministers 
sometimes  concealing  the  fiicts  from  the  public,  and  at 
other  times  unable  to  conceal  them  ?    {Hear!  hear  I)    If 
receipt  were  wanted  for  making  confusion  in  the  country, 
be  never  heard  of,  nor  could  he  imagine  any  thing  better 
for  that  purpose,  than  the  scheme  of  the  R^inister ! .   One 
ofthephysicians,  it  appeared,  had  thougM  his  Majesty  fit 
for  transacting  public  business  between  the  25th  and  27th 
of  October,  and  another  physician  thought  he  was  not. 
Should  the  safety  and  the  happiness  of  this  country  rest 
upon  sucb  lamentable  uncertainty?     He  must  say,  that 
he  thought  that  the  provision  to  be  made  ought  to  be  a 
permanent  provision.     {Hear !)      Who  could  say  what 
consequences  might  happen  ?    Suppose,  for  instance,  the 
invasion  of  Ireland  b^  a  French  army,      Might  not  thaf 
seriously  affect  his  Majesty's  health  ?    He  had  heard  that 
some  physician  had  ascribed  the  greatest  dangers  to  the 
JKio^*s  health,  from  the  mentioning  to  his  Majesty  certain 
subjects.    {HearX)  But  without  dwelling  longer  on  topics 
on  which  it  was  to  him  most  painful  to  touch,  he  must 
repeat,  tliat  he  considered  it  to  be  a  species  of  treason  to 
the  country  to  have  the  government  of  it  in  such  a  state. 
He  objecteii  to  all  the  resolutions,  except  the  first.    That 
was  unfortunately  too  clearly  true.    To  the  second  he  had 
stated  an  insurmountable  objection,  because  it  contained  a 


15S  Tine  PARLTAMCNTARY  llfiOlStER.  fcotf* 

fake  anumption  respecting  the  character  and  composition  of 
Chat  House.  To  the  third  he  objected  entirel^^ because  hecon- 
•idered  it^vos  contrary  to  the  prfaiciples  ot  the  Constitution. 
What  yiewB  had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  entertained  for 
these  six  weeks  pa^  but  that  ofdeky  i  Was  not  that  in  his 
Yiew  still,  in  the  measures  he  adopted  ?  What  was  there 
in  what  he  did  then  propose  which  be  might  not  hare  done 
before?  The  hon.  Baronet  declared  his  solemn  protest  against 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  as  miserable  shams  and  pre* 
fences,  as  aiming  a  mortal  stab  at  the  Constitution  ofthe 
country — and  making  an  oligarchical  House  of  Commons 
Tarnished  over  with  forms,  to  govern  the  country.  He  should 
therefore  sincerely  yote  against  the  Resolutions. 

The  second  Resolution  was  then  read  and  passed,  with  tb^ 
dissent  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  but  without  a  divisicm. 

JJie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tlien  rose,  and  moved 
the  third  Resolution,  which  W9S  accordingly  read  by  tbe 
Chairman,  and  on  his  putting  tbe  question, 

Mr.  Ponsonby  observed,  that  in  all  that  had  fiillen  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  to  the  calamity  which  had 
brought  this  subject  under  discussion,  in  all  that  he  had 
said  as  to  the  afiection  of  his  subjects  for  him  upon  whom 
the  calamity  pressed  most  heavily,  lie  entirely  concurred* 
That  it  must  be  the  wish  of  all  that  his  Majesty  should  re« 
cover,  iir  the  plenitude  and  vigour  of  bis  faculties,  he  also 
agreed.  But  in  almost  every  thing  else  he  decidedly  dif- 
fered from  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  had  said,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  on  this  calamitous  occasion  had 
been  marked  by  a  moderation  and  gravity  ycry  different 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  business  bad  been  conducted 
in  1788.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  thank  iho  right  hon. 
gentleman  for  the  compliment  paid  to  himself  and  others  in 
that  declaration ;  the  design  of  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman 
being  to  revivp  those  animosities  if  he  could  (Heart 
hear  I).  When  the  right  hon.  gentleraon  was  disposed 
tocompliment  the  living,  he  ought  to  suffer  the  failings  of 
tbe  mighty  (lead,  if  failings  there  had  \teen  in  that  in* 
stance,  to  sleep  ;  and  such  ought  to  have  been  bis  con« 
duct,  when  he  spoke  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  said,  that  he  understood  that  ati 
acquiescence  in  the  principles  of  the  third  resolution^ 
had  been  evinced  in  1789 ;  and  he  now  called  upoa 
those  who  had  acquiesced  in  what  had  then  been  done,  to 
cooour  with  him  in  tbe  proceedings  which  he  had  sub- 
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miMtfd  to  tlito  jtamdoBtira  af  thf  HtiMO.    He  ftood  Ibew^ 

h«ir0Tipr»  bM  a«  t^  inlirritor  of.  wy  jua's  tv^ineipiiiQi  but 

m  the  UMrMr  of  bb  avn.    Tbtm  ttm  np  incMftbtpsdy  M 

kia  ecmlttot :  \y$  hxiii  oodaidQwd  Ulc  fiftoiociiof  in  17^h4)  ^ 

jti  uncoiiM^iilioiNiI,^  ud  Im  stiU  thonght  th«  amne  100^  of . 

praceotog  woowftiUitiogal  and  mpiopert  ocud  ho  woitidi 

lUNif  iteto  bb  mMDa  for  jiiaA  opinkio.    The  vighf  hoqauiw 

«Ut  gwtlenmn  i^gMded'  the  curcurmtstnors  at  ihe  time  of  ! 

tbe  neioliitiony  aa  dtfibroit  froai  the  pnnenti  aad  rmmtm  \ 

mtelij  ts  i«qttiivig  a  difieient  Ime  of  oon^    Hi?tbos^bt» 

Aavrrar^  that  there  was  anach  parit j  batwepu  tiifl  caisM. 

W^Mt  OMuilitttted  the  de&ct^  if  hioh  tliey  ivere  luiw  ealkd 

Upan  la  aapply  }   (be  abwoee  of  tba  kingly  powi^*    Tfaa^  . 

bad  bara,  ladm^  no  abdicaticm ;    hut  ttore  vaa  an  incapa« 

eity.    Tbo  pariea  was  absent  there-^here  the  lakid)  and  to  j 

tbii  contisted  the  dabci  which  they  bad  to  supply.    The  i 

finop0Biliflo  of  tba  right  hoBomnble  genileoiaii  waB»  that  tha  1 

OUM  bad  tha  poar er  to  paovids  tb^  remedy,  knA  Ask  iha 
pmper  inode  waa  hj  BiK-*-a  mode  implying  tbr aoaatniof 
tho  tbiae  eatatce  of  iUagt  Ijonk,  and  ConKuons.      Tha 
Cammoos  vere  then  to  pioeoed  to  supply  ibo  dafieionc^  of 
the  BcmI  authority  by  a  mode  rcqaiiUig  ^e  Boyal  assea^ 
wbila  Ibe  vfsty  g^rouad  on  wbiob  thoy  pcoceeded  at  all  wati 
tblit  fbere  voa  no  King  to  give  that  aneat!     Incapaoky 
imatobeoiadeembl^aadmiM^gemeiiCiBtionali    Waee 
tbay  laAiiaial^     Couio  tbiey  faa  HMjaedad  as  in  th^iraoand 
lenMi,  vben  they  sat  in  serious  (fitifaeration  upon  saob  a 
pnmosition  ?    Left  no  ProtastaaA  smila  at  the  absurdity  of 
4ba  nonain  CnAttic  who  believes  in  the  doctrine  of  tranatib^ 
atantialtoB  in  opsctttion  to  tba  evidence  of  bis  senses,  atvben 
he  ioes  a  graie  legidaitufa  assorting  tl>at  the  assent  o£  the 
King  ims  fieceisQ^  to  an  act,  tha  foundalion  of  wi>icb  vai> 
ttei  ibcre  was^  no  King  by  whom  t^iat  assent  could  be  gi  v«ii . 
Be  that  the  right  ban.  geatieman's  mode  of  proosodiac,  but 
lie  hoped  be  bad  not  eloqueace  eaoiigh  to  poroaam  tlie 
iiottBe  to  cmbmcB  aa  palpsole  an  absovrlity.    But  than  4lie 
cMit,  boa*  flCBtleman  said,  that  bis  Majesty  bhd  approved 
aT  what  bad  b^oa  done  bHbis  seryanlt  in  l7^-<«*tlie  same 
aaraants,  at  the  time  of  that  safasecpieat  approbatida,  «ttll 
oamaining  in  oflfee.  (Htar !  Hemr !)  Did  ilie  ri^bt  bonpur- 
iMe  geodlamno  tbiok  thia  an  argun^ent  to  induce  the 
Hooae  to  owvtavn  the  pktinest  dictates  of  iHaimmon  s^se, 
jmd  ilo  engage  in  a  pro^etding  inToiving  the  most  palpaUo 
ContrndictiQii  ?    Tne  s^ht  hon.  gendeamn  bad  stated,  ikn^i 
Voj..  I.~1810.  X  .  • 
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liifl  Majesfy  Iiad  given  his  asMitto  Bitis  which  had  been 
bnra^t  into  the  Hou»e  iml788,  during' his  indisposition. 
In  this,  however,  bis  Maje&ty  did  no  more  thun  what  had 
been  done  at  the  Revolution,  when  the  King  made  good 
the  proceedings  of  the  Conventional'  Htrliament.       The 
vicapacity  of  the  Sovereign'  beiii]g  ascerlained,  *  the    first 
thing  th^y  had  to  do  was  to  replace  the  Royal  authority  on 
the  footing  on  which  it  ousrht' to  stand.     But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  wished  1o  proceed  immediately  to' 
legislate,,  there  being  only  ti\  o  estates  capable  of  exercising 
their  legal  pc^were  for  that  purpose.     He  "(Mr.  Perceval) 
maintained  that  the  two  Houses' had  the  command  of  the 
great  se&l,  but  he  Jmd  not  mentioned  where  he  had  read  or 
foond  this  doctrine.      ^Neither  Lords  nov  G)ramoT)s  had  the 
command  of  the  great  seal.     It  was  the  King's  seal,  and  his 
alone.     W^  directed  th^  Lord  Chancellor  to  affix  that 
seal?     His  Majesty,  and  he  only.     By  the  proceeding  ret 
commended  bv  the  right  honourable  gcntlehian,  the  House 
ivouhl  usurp  the  powers  and  functions  of  Royalty  (Hear  I 
hear!).      The  fight  honourable  gentleman  said/ that  the 
proposition  which  he  submitted,  was  conformable  to  the 
principles  and  practice  of  the  Constitution.  .Now  let  as 
9ee  how  this  proceeding  was  warranted  by  principles  and 

} precedents.  '  Sinpe  the  Constitution  faad'assumcd  a  regular 
brm,  there  had  only  been  two  cases  analogous  io  our  present 
$ituatron,  the  Restoration  a^d  the  Revolution*  Iii  tne  one 
case  a  King  ^vas  restored,  andjn  the  other  a  King  was  made ; 
but  in  neither  of  these  instances  was  the  prbcc6ding  recom^ 
mended  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  adopted. .  The  pre* 
cedent  of  1788  was  the  only  one  upon  which  lie  could  rely. 
At  the  Restoration,  King  Charles  the  Second  sent  a  letter^ 
together  with  a  declaration  from  Breda,  wbicbwere  read  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  35th  of  April.  The  King 
Jiimself  did  not  land  till  the  25th  of  May. 

On  that  occasion  the  House  of  Commons  applied  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  to  concur  with  them* in  calling  the  great 
seal  into  action,  knowing  that  without  th^  seal  they  could 
dp  nothing ;  but,  though  they  made  thisappiieation,  it  was 
a  rerdarkable  circumstance  that  the  Lords  wotild  take  no 
step  in  it,  and,  in  fact,  the  great  seal  never  was  called  into 
a  state  bf  activity,  till  it  was  so  called  into  action  by  King 
^Charles  himself  on  his  restoration;  so  confident  were  tKe 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  thosp  days,  that  the  seal  could  not 
yp  called  iatp  mptiofi  butbv  the  kingly  power.     Heiriui 
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aware  it  niigbl  be  sakl,  the.se^I,  kirthis  case,  if(Cs  not  the 
seal  of  Charlee,  but  of  tb^  Republic.     Thb  raiflit  be 
so,  but  notwitbttanding  tbat    wtt9*  the  seal   wbicb    tbe 
House  itself  had  formerly  thought  gave  thetit  a  competent 
au&ority  to-pvoceed  ia  i^m  ordinary  business  of  the  nation  ; 
in  point  of  lact,  however ,  they  du(  not  think  that  this  seal , 
could  be  put  in  fi  state  of  activily  but  by  tlie  Kiu":.    The 
rifbt  bonoucahle  gentleman  (Mr*  Perceval)  had abo  endear- : 
Youied  to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  present  case  apd  . 
that  wbioh  occufied  at  the  Revolution^  by  arguing  that^  9lt » 
tbe  Revolution,  a  King  was  to  be  made,  not  a  defect  sup-;  • 
jriied.    The  bonooiable  gentleman  who  apok^  last  (Sir  F. 
Bnrdett)  was  not  correct  ia  his  quotation  fcom  history  oqi  e 
tUs'Subject :  for  though^  at  the  Convention  then  aaisemble^,; 
tlieie  were  deputations  of  various  kiilds,  and  among  otbcni- 
from  the  corf^ration  of  the  city  of  London,  yet  this  W49  fiot 
tfae  body  by  whom  the  tender  of  the  Crown  was  n^ia^ejtiQ' 
Wifliara.  They  only  addressed  hiip,  recommendiug  to  binif 
himself  to  issue  writs  for  ca}ling  a  Parliament*    Heao* 
oordingly  did  so,  and  it  was  that  Parliaraent  which  lu^de 
tfaetender  of  the  Crowiito  the  Prince  and  Princes  of  Orango* 
The  right  booouraUe  gentleman  must  admit,  th^t  the 
period  of  the  Revolution  itifarcled  an  instance  n^qre  nratnien^ 
lousto.tbe  trjue  intercstQ.and:tbe  vitality  of  the  country, 
than  had  even  been  known  to  present  itself  on  any  former 
occasion.     We  bad  then^  to  contend  for  our  religion  and  for 
idur  civil  liberties  against  an  arbitrary  government,  deter* 
mined  in  one /way  oraaottier  to  overturn  them.     Thei 
people,  tbeiefcnre,  ha4.  tl|en  every  thing  to  protect  and 
as6»rt^— IhcirTdigion,  their  liI>erUes,  and  the  constitution.  o£ 
their  ooimtry.'i  .  If  to  effect  this,  a  knowledges  of  legislative 
prooeediags.was  necessary,,  he  belicvdi  they  4:ouldjQotat 
that  period  have  been  at  any  .loss  for  the  best  ojiinions  on 
such  a  subject*    Tlxere  ;Were  then  alive  some  of  th^  nu)st 
intelligent  men  on '.subjects  connected  with  coQStituti(^a| 
and  i^islative  information-^^men  who  had  acquired  .tUeix. 
knowledge  ftovfk  having  lived*  in  the  time  of  tlic  troubles 
which  arose  about  tbat  period,  when  constitutional  and 
legislative  proceedings  were  so  much  the  subject  of  discuis* 
sion  and  of  inquiry.      The  Parliament  at  that  time  dcter^ 
.  milled  to  put  the  Crown  on  the  head  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange;  but,  while  they  did  so,  they  ^vere also  determined 
to  maintaia  tlnsir  own  privileges.      Before  the  Crown  was 
tendered  to  bim?  tbcrei(^e|  they  read  over  to  bun  o^ud  to  hid 
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s^ted  to  firreM^,  and  M  the  (m plied  asmit  to  ikmt  rkb  <s^ 
thtM  emtii  to  bM\v««ii  the  (wd  p^trttes  tbef  deskred  WiU 
liftm  QYid  Mnfj  King  And  Queen.  That  this,  th^^  traa  tine 
of  iftlM  of  (b«  befit-ittlbitned  men  of  that  tiroes  as  to  the 
r^!at  Ahd  conStttoliontil  ooutteof  prtfctedEii^,  to^d  not  be 
<lMbted,  but  seemed  t(^  foUow  ife  a  matter  of  coorsc*. 
Th^  did  tiot  think  k  neMmtf  to  pnxMd  by  itiMai 
or#cKon,  or  rftlher  k  frftttd$  tbey  did  Mt  with  that 
iht  gtHii  «^I  shoold  k»m  to  eommonlcsta  to  ahjbet  of 
thtivs  (h«  Assent  of  i4notl)«t  bftioch  whidi  MraB  iaca)inMe  of 
si^iQriifg'  liny  imch  ftfeseot.  They  ihMfht  that  a  decflmH 
tm  ek^esA^^  of  the  temtift  on  frhioh  the  tfaroM  wa* 
t&Mma  t6  th^  PHftt^  of  Ot-60ge  and  her  huAaiid|  m4 
Bfillliit^  to  (pMAbllsh  the  th)«fA&  to  tfa«m^  and  who  to  aeom^ 
tMt  i^HVn  lihdtiieB  to  the  f^eopl^  of  (his  ctnuitiy.  The  r%ht 
MboiAMblii  gefMefficiTi  snid,  tl)<^  atA  dOne  at  the  Rerolwliofl 
.wtt  ttit^  ihaldo^  of  «i  kin^)  itbfoll  thift  M^  not  Tbe  act  dono 
at  tb»  iftevdlMiOO)  then.  ^I»  lei  panmOtrnt  act  to  that  mw 
ftiy^t^OsM;  yH  Ih^  Hgbt  honoxiliibte  gentfeman/ whik 
ht  «nW  thftt  t1\h  ttipdfAor  act  bod  bMi  done  by  Uddieft  iinni. 
fh«  iifo  HfHl^i  (ihoM  t^  thii^k^  thftt  te  contlsyiite;  to  thli 
Friiid^  Of  Wftl^  the  \)Oliv'^  of  ftdinbtij««rm|^  the  ^ira  of 
ibfe  tbHiMffj  ibr  his  (kthet>  he  Oaii  only  pnoOed  by  an^uzt 
'df  m  legislature.  The  iMre  hto  {Mt.  Pcmaonby)  bad  cooh 
sidbfe^t  tftte  proteed{ri|:ft  1h  the  yeat  1789,  tho  Inore  he  iraa^ 
d^d^tehM  thejr  coold  have  bech  bdoptod  by  the  ti^O  Houm^ 
df  i^arli^enl  At  thtit  tiiA^.  How  should  the  Aoyal  kmtt 
bb  known  to  baVe  be^n  obtained  to  «iti:btni«ctF  It.^Faa 
il^hitred  by  net  of  patlinm^ht^  that  the  Royid^MOt^dMifal 
ht  ^^tRM  Mltrer  by  the  Kifig  l)iM^lf>  in  peno«,< audita 
ftdl  l^t^^rhent^  oir  by  letters  pat^n^  to  eom«aiMfloeai« 
Ididet  the  sign  iti^nnal  of  the  Kii\^  hlnisblf>  Tin  aaf  «vM 
io  tihbft  thAt  h«  should  r^  it.  It  ^M  01)  art  pateed  »n  tiia 
KM  j^^kr  of  the  reign  of  Itenty  Vin.  deefaurinl^  ihtft  alk 
^t  ^hkh  ^{ttia  rtctfitt  the  fiojml  ttssi^nt  by  fet«en  Under 
th^gh^  ^^l.^nd  rigOed  Vrfthtfae  Kttlg'«  b^m  htnd,  slmihi 
1^ its  ^od  tind  i^ctnal  as  if  the  K^  hod  faeeii  pvsotetljr 
ftrejctit,  In  fhll  jxw-liAtocOt,  ftt  Ibtj  tnnte  irf  possinp^  tlicm-.' 
Tftte  latv  ttittrtbte  dtfdnres,  thattliereow  oiUy  two  niodaa 
ih  whieb  tM  G^othi  cdn  adt  Witli  ¥^gat«d  to  a  lei:isflatiw 
iMh^tii^t6  ^  to  gi^e  it  talidity.  .  FiriA,  by  bevi^  hiamdS 
WfsdftHiW  ^^esent  in  full  paHiamenf,*aiid  there  aignifyii^ 
mk  ^%^n\  tb  it ;  oT;  tecondlf  >  by  h  eomaMfeiM  nidtr^the 
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gnat  Mai,  9igo0i  wkk  hfa. Majesty's  ema  bnad*    ,N#ir|  thtf ' 

qttcfttiaii  ifii  if  his  Majesty  o&poUe  4if  perforniifg  ekker  of 

these  acts  of  assent  ?     It  anist  be  aichnUted  that  lie  is>iiit% 

fortttoat^y  incapable  of  pef&TmlngeiiberoftlMiiit^    Was 

tho.  Hoase»  tlieii,  to .  be  called  9a  to  prooaod  by  fiili^ 

irhieb  it  was  impdssibte  CMid  eVfx  be  rsndei«d  Ifniby 

teoairaj^  his  Miyesty/s.  asseot  3    Why  ivera  they  .pttt.vtMli 

this  parole  and  artificial  mode  of  proceedhigi  wbeB.;ttey 

had  %  difiiBreal,  and  an  unexoepticmable  ntode.  pointed  ool  to 

tbm^  by  obsfnr4iig  that  it  had  been  acted  on  by  Mr  andestota 

lathe  best  of  timss?:  At  tbe  period  Yrhen  the  ai;t  of  the  SdA 

Itaniy  ^h  i¥as  paired,  some  other  statutes  had  also  bssti 

enacted  for  pie?eatui2  the  crkne  of  treason.    In  the  irerjr 

neaA  y«MP>.  namely^  (^ne  fiiBt  of  Miar^y  these  tfeason  ads 

were  itspealed  4   but,  in  the  safese  year^  another  act  waa 

pafised  making  it  treason  to  cou^ter^it  tba  ai^  niannai  of 

his  Majesty^  beoaaseof  this  very  act^  dedarine  that  com* 

missioas  for  giving. iha  Ro^l  aa^ent  to  all  bUb  which 

passed  Mle  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  shMild  be  vUid  to 

that  effaot^  if  signed  under  the  hand  of  his  Majes^,  witk 

his  ^igu  mamiaT.    So  the  bw  was,  and  so  it  coutiniied  ta 

this  da^.    NfHhing  coakl  be  more  dear  than  what  were  the 

two  thmgSft  some  oae  of  which  was  nectaiary  to  make  any 

act  of  this  kind,  passed  by  the  tift^o  HoitSa  of  FarlilaneDt, 

sufficient ;  and  nothing  too  could  be  pkiner  than  thb,  that 

neither  ^  these  requisites  oould  be  prooiirred  at  this  iimtt. 

JUbout  the  time  of  passing  the  act  of  Hdnry  yill,also  towards 

the  etal  of  that  reign,  an  act  of  attainder  had  paened  Against 

the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  which  in  the  beginning  of  tbeseign  of 

Mary  was  reversed,  and  the  reason  was  tfajs,  namely  thai 

tbe  K<QFal«s6eat  had  aeter  been  given  to  that^ict  of  attakkler. 

Tkts^oase  was  referred  to  iu  one  of  Mr*  Hataell's  precedents, 

where  the  gmund  is  stated  to  be^  that  the  King  was  then  in 

snob  estfewAty  of  sickness  that ,  he  could  Dot  possibly  be 

wiaonally.  psesent  in  Parliament,  while  the  act  received  his 

IUo(jtilcoaourvetfce;  that  no  cpnimission  for  granting  the 

King's assett  had  been  signed  by  bis  Mighoess^  own  hand; 

thai  the  law  of  the  land  was,  and,  bad  bc»n,  that  such  assent 

ought  to  be  signified  in  his  Majesty^s  own  personal  presence, 

in  full  parliament,  or  by  letters  patent,  signed  with  his 

hand)  und  that  b^  the  coinmon  law  such  an  act  was  void 

and  of  HO  effect^  and  must  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  no 

act  of  parliament.     Now^  if  there  could  be  found  any 

Mthofitifis  6ft  hfkj  sutged  more  complete  than  those  he 
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had  quoted,  to  shew  that  there  ^ere  but  two  modes  io  do  an 
actessentiatto  legislatioii  in  thu  case,  and  that  his  Majesty 
could  not  at  present  do  either  of  these  acts,  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  figure  any  svch.     It  was  obvious,  if  this  proposition  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  were  agreed  to  I7  the 
Hoiteyit  could  not  be  consideiod  in  the  characterof  an  act  of 
Parliament.  It  would  be  a  mere  fiction;  or  what  was  worB^, 
a  fisuid — ^an   imposition  on  the  Country ;    and  went  to 
import  that  his  Majesty  had  given  to  it  the  Royal  assent, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  impossime  that  he  could  have  given 
any  such  assent.    It  was  a  monstrous  doctrine  to  nrnin^n, 
that  the  House  ought  to  be  called  on  to  supply  a  deflcitocy, 
the  filling  up  of  which  was  so  essential  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  King  himself,- by  this  fraild^  vAiffn  time 
were  other  modes  not  subject  to  any  such  objection 'in 
which  the  measure  might  be  accomplished,  those,  too,' 
having  been  acted  on  in  the  very  best  periods  of  our  history. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Peiceval)  desired  io  know  whe- 
ther, if  the  two  Hooses  were  to  vote  addresses  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Ihese  addresses  would  not  confer  on  himthepo^er 
of  discharging' the  functions  of  the  executive  government 
just  as  he  proposed  that  power  should  be  conferred  by  the 
pnqxMition  he  had  submitted  to  the  House ;  and  whether 
•  the  Address  so  tp  be  voted  by  thcni  would  not  be  an  act  of  the 
House  ?    He  answered  certainly ;  it  wpuld  give  tlie  same 
powers;  it  would  bean  act  of  that  House;  and  be  meant 
it  should  have  both  those  eficcts.     He  went  along  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  saying  that  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament  hftd  the  right,  and  the  only  right — add, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  also  their  duty  to  supply  the  de<- 
ficiency  in  the  executive.      All  that  he  contended  was, 
that  there  was  a  consistent  mode  of  doing  this,  and  that  the 
mode  he  bad  now  pointed  out  was  this  consistent  diode. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Perceval),  however;  said, 
that  by  fbllowing  his  way,  the  House  would  b6  tabled  ia 
tell  his  Royal  Highness  what  woe  the  limitations  they 
wished  to  impose  on  him,  whereas  in  his  (Mr.'Ponsonby's> 
mode  of  proceeding,  they  would  have  no  such  opportunity. 
This  he  denied  utterly.      It  was  just  as  possible  to  adjust 
the  limitations  afterwards,  when  the  Parliament  ^ns  conl-* 

Klete,  by  the  revival  of  the  Royal  functions,  as  it  could 
t;  by  the  defective  and  unconstitutional  act,  recommended 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  •  For  instance,  did 
they  wish  to  secure  the  custody  of  his. Majesty N  perBoVi 
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doriog  bis  iofliipo^oQ,  to  be  in  the  Qiieeiii  in  vhich  he 
concurred  ivitb  .the  right  bonotiable  gentleman,  as  he  be- 
lieved most  people  "wonld  do ;    vat  it  to  be  conceived,  or 
did  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman    inm^ne,  tb^t   his 
Royal  H^rhness  vould  deny  his  concarrence  ta  such  an 
arrnQ^ement,  even  after  by  the  Address  of  the  House  he  had 
been  invested-with  the  office  of  Regent  ?    W  liea  the.  House 
should  come  io  provide  for  the  event  of  his  Majesty!s  rei 
covery,' and  the  means  of  enabling  him  immedi^te^ .  tQ 
xesume   his  Royal  authority,  both   of  whidi  eveqts  he 
heartily  hoped  to  see  speedily  arrive,  did  the  right  hoAOWCv 
able  gentleman  think  that  his  Royal  Highness,  the  pon  oC 
his  Majesty,  would  deny  his  concurrence  to  such  arrange* 
ments?     As  much  vight,  surely,  must  lord  Soroeis  and  Uie 
other  persons  ivho.  carried  up  the. Bill  .of  Rights  to  Kiog 
William,  have  had  to  Suspect  that  he  would  not  agree  to 
iU  as  the  House  to  suspect  that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  wouidy 
after  the  House  had  addressed  him  to  assume  the  manage- 
imejBit  of  afiairs  during  the  indisposition  of  his  father^  refuse 
to  agree  to  such  limitations  as  the  House  should  judge 
reasonable.      When .  the  House  should  have  appoint  his 
Royal  Highness  Regent,  they  surely  raea^t  that  he  should 
have  the  power  of  assembling  or  dissolving  them.  ,  Did  the 
right  hofiourable  gentleman^   however,    suspect  that  he 
would  exercise  that  power  without  due  discretion  ?    Did 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  suspect,  when  the  House 
shoula  send  up  Bills  which  were -necessary  tpbepassed^ 
that  his  Royal  Highness  would  deny  them  his  assent?     If 
he  did  tnot  suspect  any  of  these  things,  what  fear  wa^  tber^ 
though  (he  limitations  should  go  along  with  the  appoint* 
inent  to  the  office  of  Regent?    Another  act  thai  be  (Mr* 
Ponsonby)  should  propose,   besides  the  .Address  to.  the 
JPrince  of  Wales,-  would  be,  that  some  proceeding  should 
immediately  be  taken  to  give  validity  to  what  the  Hou§p 
had  done  while  it  was  not  complete.      Did  thq  right  lion, 
gentleman  suppose  that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  any  other 
person  who  should  be  appointed  Regent,  would  refuse  to 
jcomply-  with  the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  I    He  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  could  not  believe  thut 
the  Tight  honourable  gentleman  could  entert^^in  kpch  ai) 
id^  pf  a  person  whom  he  himself  proposed  to  appoiiH 
Regent  pf  these  Kingdpips*     He,  could  not  conceisve.  sp 
»qASt]cous  A  proposition.    The  defioieyicy  in  th^ef^utAV? 
fQV(fif  potest  l^s«}ppHed  ill  some  manner,  and  iq  th^'pifscpt 
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nlaniitr,  there  naB  no  other  smxQ&  from  whence  ihe  riifkl 
to  dificharge  the  afiun  of  the  state  could  be  denied,  but 
tile  two  Houses  of  Partiament.  The  qoeplion  now  was,  in 
what  manner  thk  deficiency  wns  to  be  supplied.  The  xigin 
bon.  gentleman  proposed  to  follow  Ihe  count  pursneii  la 
the  year  I78&— «  couie  contrary  to  the  Oonstitatioi^  and  9 
iniBd  OR  the  country.  If,  in  fwporimg  this  node  of  po> 
oeediag,  the  right  honoarable  gentferaan  thought,  that  be«: 
oauie  one  House  of  Commons  baving  acted  so  wild  a  paii, 
and  one  so  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  be  was  bound  to 
fellow  it,  he  must  confess  tUat  the  present  wtw  the  first  oc« 
cnsion  on  which  he  recoUeeted  to  have  beoa  told,  that  be^ 
cause  a  sensible  man,  twenty  yeavs  ago,  did  a  wrong  aet,  ^ 
thereftnre  that  wrong  act  should  now  be  fbllowed  by  amther  ' 
of  tfie  same  hind.  What  the  right  honovraUd  gaQllenNiR 
proposed)  amomted  exactly  (o  this.  He  did  not  delen4 
An  measure.  He  said  lie  would  not  argue  it.  He  himsdf 
v^gnrded  it  as  a  per^tci  menuve,  and  asked  of  th^  House 
to  determine  on  its  meritSj  without  telling  them  in  what 
those  merits  cousbted.  He  has  appealed  to  it  ae  an  autho- 
rity OR  which  be  new  caHed  on  the  House  to  act ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Pensonby)  had  found  that  aotibori^  against  reaseu 
was  always  an  absurdity,  and  was  generaHir  a  misofaief. 
The  plan  proposed  by  toe  right  bonoorable  gentlenwn 
was  a  fiction,  4f  not  a  fraud ;  instead  of  partaking  :ef  the 
•impKcity  of  the  measure  recommended  by  hiaoi  (Mr. 
jPonBODtMr),  which  had  been  formcily  acted  on  in  the  best 
times  of  the  country,  and  was  at  lea^t  preferable  in  one 
suspect  to  the  measure  of  the  right  honoumlAe  gentleman, 
that  jdiere  was  no  falsehood  in  it.  He  begged  of  tho  Houae  to 
TC^GCt  what  was  the  measure  they  were  called  on  by  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  to  adopt.  Could  any  man  assert— --woukl  miy 
man  yeoture  to  iushiuate,  that  the  King  was  at  this  raoinent 
jn  f,  situation  to  assent  to  any  legislative  act )  Mo,  they 
wouki  not.  Then  wliat  was  this  yeiy  mtasurej  recooh 
mended  fa^  the  right  honourable  gent^Bman,  but  a  pior 
cceding  which  went  to  assert  that  his  MajoG^y  was  able  to4o 
wliRtthe  right  bon.  gentleman  who  proposed  it,  admit|#d  he 
was  not  able  to  do  f  To  say  the  ffouse  ought  to  adopt 
Bttdi  a  proceeding,  because  it  had  been  acted  on  twenty 
yeai$  ago,  was  utterly  unworthy  of  aftteation*  The  right 
ponouraUe  gentlemen  had  said,  that  what  should  be  tho 
limitations  was  not  here  the  questiou,  as  thoy  would  come, 
fo  be.  discussed  in  tiie  BiH.    fox  hyi  own  |pai^  toan|r 
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restrictions  on  his  Roval  Highness  at  this  time  of  day,  he 
should  highly  object.  lie  was  come  to  that  time  of  life  seldom 
attained  by  kings  when  they  mounted  their  thrones.  If  at 
the  age  of  48  years  he  was  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  power,  ' 
he  should  be  afraid  be  never  would  be  fit ;  and  if  it  was 
necessary  for  the  House  to  look  to  every  part  of  his  conduct 
with  so  suspicious  an  eye,  he  ^ould  doubt  much  how  fiir 
it  would  not  be  an  act  of  prudence  to  make  such  inquiries 
as  should  enable  them  to  take  measures  for  entirely  ezcla« 
ding  a  person  so  unworthy  of  trust  from  the  Throne.  At 
what  time  too,  was  it  proposed  that  these  restrictions  and 
limitations  should  be  imposed— *was  it  during  a  time  of* 
peace?  Was  it  during  a  period  of  easy  management  of 
public  affairs  ?  Did  wq  not  live  under  a  weak  Adminis- 
tration  ?  And  did  not  weakne^  in  maiiy  instances  lead  on 
to  destruction  ?  The  risht  hoh.  gentleman  talked  of  the  ' 
long  and  happy  reign  ofhis  Majesty,  who  had  constantly 
proved  the  father  and  protector  of  his  people,  so  far  as 
his  Majesty  was  personally  concerned.  But  were  we 
now  in  that  state  of  security  and' even  of  greatness  and  gran- 
deur which  we  fortunately  enjoyed  at  the  time  his  Majesty 
came  io  the  throne?     And  did  we  contemplate  in  those 

^  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  benches  persons  capable  of  extri* 
catinff  us  out  of  our  difficulties  ?  Or  had  we  not  rather  to 
dreacf  from  their  imbecility  and  weakness  that  we  shall  be 
plunged  still  more  deeply  in«  calamity  ?  He  dared  to  say 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  considered  himself  to  be  one  of 
the  blessings  of  the  present  reign,  (Lnughj  and  Hear  I. 
hear  I)  and  hoped  that,  the  measure  which  he  now  rec0m« 
mended  to  the  adoption  of  the  House,  would  be  one  of 

*  the  means  of  continuing  this  gi;eat  blessing  for  sometime 
longer  to  the  country.  For  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  Pon* 
sonby)  could  not  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  his  ideas  on  this  subject ;  nor  could  he  at  all  congratulate 
the  country  on  any  blessing  which  they  had  already,  en* 
joyed,  or  were  likely  to  enjoy,  from  the  services  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  or  his  friends ;  and  if  he  were 
at  all  to  express  an  idea  on  the  subject,  he  must^  say, 
though  he  said  so  with  all  respect  and  veneration  to  his 
Majesty,  by  whom  he  had  been  brought  into  office,  he 
should  congratulate  the  country  as  on  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  they  had  ever  enjoyed,  were  the  right  honourable 
to  concern  himself  no  farther  in  their  concerns ;  and  should 
Vol.  I. —1810.  Y 
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look  on  bis  departare  fiom  power  as  one  of  the  best  days  for 
Ibis  country. .  He  concluded  by  moving ^ 

^-  That  an  bumble  Addiew be  presents  to  bis  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales,  roqoestin^  that  his  Roy^  High- 
ness will  be  pleased  to  take  upon  biiUy  during  tlie  indis- 
position of  the  King,  and  no  longer,  the  government  of 
this  realm  ;  and  administer  the  srime  in  the  name  and  in 
the  behalf  of  his  Maiesty,  under  the  style  and  title  of  Regent 
of  the  United  Kingdfom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'* 

Mr.  Cfmamg  said^  that  the  immediate  question  before 
th'eHoose  ivas,  in  what  manner  Parliament  should  pro* 
cted  io  confer  the  ofiice  of  Regent,  and,  as  to  the  particiilar 
liroitatioRs  aikl  restrictioofi  whicb  BMght  be  judged  neccsr 
sary,-  they  might  be  more  properly  discussed  after  this 
question  was  disposed  of.      He    tliought   that  the  right 
bon.   gentleman  (tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  waa 
well  justified  in  not  so  much  regaiding  those  prcceJeota 
which  were  to  be  found  in   the  more  early  stages  of  our 
Constitution  as  that  great  recent  precedent  of  1789, in  which 
Fariiament,.  after  the  fullest  discussion,  resolved  upon  a 
course  similar  to  that  which  was  now  proposed  for  fiUing  up 
the^ficicncy  of  the  Royal  power*  There  was  no  other  pnv 
cedent  which  would  more  naturally  suggest  itself  upon  the 
present  occasion,  as  tlie  question  was  for  supplying  an  inca- 
pacity in  the  Royal  power  exactly  similar  to  that  wbicli  bad 
occurred  in  1788.    Tho  case  to  be  pfovided  for  now  was  aa 
nearly  as  possible  sinsilar  to  the  case  in  the  precedent  he 
had  chosen  to  follow ;   bot  the  two  precedents  quoted  bj 
tbe  right  bon.  geotlenwn  (Mr.  PonsoobvX  wero  casesi  that 
were  very  diiferenlly  circumstanced*    In  the  case  of  the  - 
RcBtomtion,  theolneot  was  simply  to  invite  an  exiled  Mo- 
narch to  nsuine  a  throne  which  he  had  never^  forfeited,  and 
from  which  he  bad  been  only  kept  by  tbe  violence  of  tbose 
tines.     There  was  no  incapacity  in  Charles  the  SecondL 
toresunietbe  throne  of  his  ancestors,  and  exercise  all  th^ 
Royal  functioBs.   His  lelurn  to  his  dominions  was  anxiously- 
'wiabcd  for  by  bis  subjects,  and  therefore^  in  that  <:ase,  the 
course  w^kich  Parliaoient  had  to  pursue^  was  clear  ami 
simple,  and  these  conld  be  no  doutrt  but  that  an  addJoea& 
was  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  at  that  time.    No^itii^ 
could  he  noro  unlike  the  present  case,  in  which  the  ob« 
ject  of  Parliament  was  merely  to  provide  for  an  accidental 
defect  in  the  competency  of  the  Soveceign*    NcithcK  ilid 
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the  precedent  of  the  Revotution  appear  to  bim  to  be  rooce 
applicable  to  tbe  present  case.  Waa  it  the  object  at  the 
HeToIution  to  gife  only  a  temporary  power  (o  iCing  Wit- 
Ham,  and  to  provide  for  the  more  easy  return  to  power 
of  any  other  Sofeveim?  The  objeoto  which  ParliameDt 
had  in  yiew  hi  the  Kestoralion,  and  at  the  'Rerolotion, 
Mrerc  so  ^ry  different  from  that  which  Parltament  had  now 
in  its  contemplation,  that  it  by  no  means  followed  that  they 
were  bound  to  exactly  the  same  coane  of  proceeding.  At 
the  Revolution,  Parliament,  inatead  of  wishing  to  provide 
for  the  return  of  a  Sovereign  to  power,  consKlered  only 
how  th^  might  best  prevent  the  retnm  to  power  of  ttio  . 
former  ^ing.  This  made  the  precedent  of  what  was  done 
at  the  Revolution  very  inapplicable  to  the  question  of  what 
ought  to  be  done  now^  It  must  also  be  recollected,  that  at 
that  period  Kmg  James  had  abdicated  tbe  Throne,  which  was 
declared  absolnteiy  vacapt ;  and,  therefore,  when  there  was 
Teally  no  King,  it  wonld  have  t)een  impossible  that  the 
Royfil  assent  could  in  any  way  be  given  to  a  btti,  and 
there  was  no  other  way' of  filling  the  vacant  Throne  but  by 
an  address  from  the  two  Hous^  of  Parliament.  The  Great 
Seal  of  the  Kingdom  itsrffthen  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Thames,  and  itwasimpossiUe  consequently  either  toaffiicthe 
Great  Seal  to  any  thing,  or  in  any  way  to  give  tbe  Royal 
assent  when  the  Throne  wa^  completely  vacant.  An  ho- 
nourable Baronet  (Sir  Fmncis  Burdett)^  seemed  to  thmk 
that  because  Providence  had' been  pleased  now  to  render  one 
branch  of  the  l^islature  incompetent  to  its  fnnations, 
that  therefore  they  were  bound  to  incapacitate  every  other 
bmnch.  He  seemed  to  think  it  unfair,  that  tbe  two  Houses 
of  Pteliament  should  not  be  as  incompetent  as  the  Sove- 
reign IB  at  present.  When  be  desired  the  House  to  look\ 
at  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution  ;  he  observed,  that 
then  not  only  the  two  Houses  of  Parltament  addressed  the 
Prince  of  Orangey  but  that  the  Lor<l  Mayor,  Akiermcn, 
and  many  of  the  Common  Council,  joined  in  the  ^Address. 
It  appeared  to  bim,  as  if  the  hon.Baroiieit  wished  now  to  call 
in  the  assistance  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  some  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  help  the  Lcgislature'in  settling  the  Regency. 
The  two  Houses  df  Parliament  did^  however,  at  that  time 
ass nme  a  much  greater  act  of  power  in  putting  the  crown 
en  the  head  of  King  William,  than  the- House  was  now 
caHed  upon  to  exercise*  .  It  was  not  necessary,  however,  . 
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Aat  Parliament  now  legularly  assembled,  should  act  as 
the  Parliament  had  done  in  a  case  of  such  «t«^J*y^ 
existed  at  the  Revolution.     It  was  not  right  (as  Mr.  Burke 
had  expressed  it)  that  the  extreme  medicine  of  the  Con- 
sUtution  should  Jie  made  its  daily  bread.     The  circum- 
sUmces  of  the  present  case  were  so  dissimilar  to  those  cases 
which  had  been  referred  to  by  the  right  hon*  gentlf™J»^ 
(Mr.  Ponsonby),  and  so  similar  to  that  precedent  of  1788, 
which  stands  recorded  as   the  proceedings  then  adopted 
by  Pariiament,  that  he  thought  it  was  for   those    who 
opposed   the  following    of    this  precedent  to  shew  why 
it  should  now  be  departed  from.    It  must  be  recollected, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  notwithstanding  we 
now  looked  with  unmixed  satisfiiction  and  delight  at  the 
resolutions  then  adopted  by  Parliament,   those  resolutions 
were  not  adopted  witnout  the  most  violent  disagneeraentSy 
and  only  by  a  majority  of  two.    It  was  even  then  con- 
tended, that  instead  of  the  Throne  being  considered  va- 
cant, it  would  be  more  fair  to  consider  it  as  if  there 
was  a  mental  derangement  in  the  Sovereign.    The  question 
which  seemed  prmcipally  to  be  agitated  in  1788  was, 
whether  the  Regency  should*  be  adjudicated  to  the  Prince, 
ashi8right,or  whether,  it  should  be  conferred  upon  him 
by  Pttrliament.    A  precedent  had  then  been  established, 
after  the  fullest  consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  he  could 
not  but  conceive  that  some  mischief  must  result  from  de- 
parting from  so  very  recent  a  precedent.    As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  what  limitations  or  restrictions  oudit  to  be  imposed 
u^n  the  Regent,  after  the  fullest  consideration  which  he 
could  give  to  the  subject,  he  thought  the  Royal  functions 
ought  to  be  conferred   on  the.  Prince   of  Wales  almost 
without  any  limitation,  except  that  which  respected  the 
custody  of  the  person  of  the  King.      Whatever  restric- 
tions might  in  the  former  instance  be  thought  proper,  be 
would  not  now  think  it  wise  or  expedient,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  to  fetter  his  Royal  Highness  with  the 
same  restrictions.    Thedifferencepf  times  was  a  very  im- 
portant consideration ;  and  although  he  wished  to  follow 
the  precedent  of  1788  in  point  of  form,  he  would  not 
follow  it  where  it  might,  under  existing  circumstances,  be 
inexpedient  for  the  public  welfare.      The  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  F.  Burdett)  argued  as  if  it  was  impossible  to  go  on  for 
a  month,  for  a  week,  or  for  a  single  day,  without  havia 
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tbe  incompetency  of  die  Sovereign  supplied.  He^  on  the 
contrary,  had  thought  that  it  i?ras  proper  and  right  to 
to  wait  to  the  utmost  moment  that  the  due  discharge  of 
public  duty  would  allow,  before  he  would  proceed 
to  the  very  solemn  step  of  confcncing  on  any  other  the 
functions  of  the  Sovereign*  After  Parliament  had, 
however,  waited  so  long,  in  the  hope  of  his  Majesty's 
jccovery,  he  thought  (hat  without  any  further  unneces- 
sary delay;  the  Royal  functions  should  be  conferred  on  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and,  as  he  had  before  said,  without  much 
limitation  or  restriction.  .  He,  however,  thought,  that 
in  the  mode  by  which  those  powers  were  to  be  conferred 
on  his  Rpyaf  Highness,  it  would  be  much  better  to  foI> 
low. the  path  which  was  traced  out  in  the  precedent  of 
.1788.  He  would  not  contend  that  this  precedent  was 
absqlntely  free  from  all  objections;  but  lie  saw  no  evil 
that  could  itsult  from  following  it,  and  therefore  he  must 
yoie  for  proceeding  by  Bill,  and  against  the  amendment 
of  the  rierht  hon.  gentleman. 

Lard  Tenwle^  having  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  those 
friends  on  the  bench  beside  him,  with  whom   he   gene- 
niUy  acted,   was  anxious  to  explain  as  early  as  possible 
the  causes  of  that  diflerence.     He  was  rather  for  adopt- 
ing the  mode  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, of  proceeding  by  Bill  than  by  Address,  because  he 
thought  it   more  consistent  with   the    principles  of  the 
.Constitution.   ,  The  Constitution  looked   to  three  estates 
of  the  realm  to  complete  the  legislation,  and  from  three 
.  estates  all  power  was  derivable.    These  were  the  premises 
OR  which  be  should  proceed,   and  which  must  be  taken 
.for  granted  ere  they  came  to  A  conclusion.     The  Royal 
power  in  this  country  was  permanent:  its susi>ensioii  wasV 
only  temporary,  and  even  where  the  Monarch  was  by  dis- 
lease  stretched  on  the  bed  of  death,    his  authority  by  a 
fiction  still*remained.     A  case  of  ^suspension  now  arose,  and 
it  was  their  business  to  limit  themselves  to  the  temporary 
necessity,  and  not  to  take  advantage  of  that  necessity  in 
Older  to  extend  their  own  power :  they  ought  to  put  the 
country  in  such  a  state,  as  that  the  law  should  be  as  soon 
supplial  as  possible.      But  the  question  was,  how  were 
.  ihev  to  act  ?    He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  they 
had  a  right  to  use  the  great  seal,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
▼acancy  caused  by  the  suspension  of  the  power  to  which- 
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that  seal  peculinrly  beIoiig«l.  The  jmat  seal  was 
the  symbol  of  Royalty,  and  when  the  Koyal  functions 
were  suspended,  then  it  was  the  duty^  of  the  three 
estates  to  act  and  employ  that  tibal  to  provide  for  the 
suspension.  If  he  was  asked  in  what  book  he  fonnd 
this  doctrine,  he  would  answer  that  he  found  it  in  the 
book  of  the  Constitution, — in  the  same  book  where  his 
friends  near  him  found  the  authority  of  the  Houses  of  Par* 
1  lament  to  confer  the  power  on  the  Ri^^nt;  and  surely 
when  they  said  they  could  confer  the  Royal  power, 
be  ought  not  to  be  contradicted  for  saying,  on  the  same 
.eroumis,  that  they  could  use  the  Royal  waLxHearl  hear  I) 
The  precedent  of  the  Revolution  had  been  relied  on  by 
his  friends  near  him.  In  his  opinion  that  precedent  Went 
quite  a  different  way.  Let  them  recoHect  the  language 
of  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  Sir  Richard  Temple,  and  the  other 
great  men  of  that. time,  who  unifermly  said  that  no- 
thing but  the  absolute  vacancy  of  the  throne  justified 
their  measures.  The  law  was  suppiessed,  the  great  seal 
was  taken  away,  the  government  was  relinquithed,  and,  in 
the  emphatic  words  of  Sir  Roliert  Sawyer,  "  there  was 
no  way  of  getting  at  the  Farliaraent."  What  was  to 
be  inferred  from  'all  this,  but  that  if  the  great  seal 
could  have  been  obtained  if  should  have  been  used  ?  Such 
also  was  the  language  Sacheverell  was  instructed  by  the 
Commons  of  that  day  io  use  in  the  remonstrance  with  the 
Lords.  So  far  then  from  being  intimidated  by  the  pre- 
cedent of  the  Revolution,  on  that  precedent  he  stood,  and 
•  declared  that  they  had  no  right  to  confer  title,  law,  or  pri- 
vileges on  the  rrince,  except  authorised  by  Um.  An 
Address  of  that  House  mi^ht  speak  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  he  hoped  he  should  never  hear  that  such  an 
Address  was  equal  to  a  law  of  the  land.  It  was  a  case 
ofnecessity,  an  alternative  of  difficulties;  in  such  circum- 
stances he  would  act  upon  precedent,  and  never  consent  to 
create  a  phantom,  a  mail  of  straw,  which  was  to  put  the 
Royal  assent  to  the  enactment  of  its  own  authority.  He 
wished  to  get  at  the  substance  hy  the  //izz>^is  opponentr^ 
to  set  up  a  shadow  above  the  law.  Judge  Bhtckstone  had 
declared  Legislation  and  Royalty  to  be  convertible  terms ; 
but  those  who  voted  for  the  Address,  wished  to  reverse 
the  doctrine,  and  make  Ro3ralty  independent  of  Legislation. 
With  respect  to  the  restrictions,  they  were  to  become 
a  subject  of  after-discussion ;  but  he  must  declare  in  the 
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outset,  that  in  such  times  ilie  authority  Which  devolved 
upon  the  Regent  oughi  to  be  as  ualimited  as  possible. 

LordJocelyn  took  a  review  of  the  awful  state  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  times.  He  la^nented 
as  much  as  any  man  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the  Go- 
vernment, which  ought  in  his  opinion  to  be  remedied  as  soon 
as  possible,  lest^  rebellions  spirits  should  foment  anarchy 
by  disseminating  an  idea,  tliat  we  could  dispense  with  oae 
ingredient  of  the  Constitution.  He  was  friendly  to  tlia 
mtode  of  procedure  by  Bill,  but  hostile  to  the  proposed 
limitations. 

Mr.  jldam  thought  it  was  clear  that  the  regulatiom  of  the 
Royal  person  wsis  separate  and  distinct  from  the  prero* 

Stives  of  the  Grown,  and  ought  to  be  directed  by  the  Le^is- 
;uTe.  If  the  amendment  was  carried^  a  resolution  could 
afterwardJT  be  passed  with  respect  to  the  care  of  the  King, 
&c.  and  these  might  be  incorporated  in  due  time  in  a  re- 
gular act  of  parliametrt.  With  respect  to  the  great  and 
momentous  question  before  the  Committee,  he  had  noheslta* 
tion  in  saying,  that  whether  he  considered  analogies  or  pro- ' 
cedent,  in  has  opinion  they  ought  to  proceed  by  resolution. 
The.  only  precoient  on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer relied  was  that  of  178S.  The  reason  was  bec&iise 
there  was  no  other  fact  in  all  history  to  warrant  what  he 
proposed.  Ai  the  commencement  of  that  period,  the  great 
seal  was  put  to  the  Commission,  Parliament  was  assembled^  . 
in  the  mean  time  the  King  recovered,  and  he  then  appointed 
Commissioners  to  tril  further  grounds  for  the  proceedings  of 
Parliament  by  a  speech  from  the  Throne.  The  speech  was 
made,  and  an  address,  as  usual  an  eclio  to  tlie  sjieech,  was  car- 
ried. This  address  (carried  unanimously),  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  contended,  committed  every  meml^er  of  that 
Parliament  to  an  approbation  of  the  preceding  measurss  of 
the.  session^  Far  from  it ;  the  words  of  the  address  were 
merely  vague  and  complimentary,  only  shewing  indeed  a 
due  allegiance  to  the  Monarch,  but  by  no  means  arguing  a 
commendation  of  any  former  proceeding.  The  very  phrase 
of  the  King  in  shewing^  by  his  Commissioners, /Mr/Aer 
cause  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  argued  a  seeming 
doubt  as  to  the  original  cause  of  their  assembling.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  political  capacitv  of  the  King  never 
ceased ;  this  he  fully  admitted,  and  tne  only  impeachment 
or  denial  of  the  doctrine  which  he  heard  was  conveyed  in 
the  intended  proceeding  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
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himself.  The  precedent  on  Trhicli  he  acted  was  one^  of  alf 
others,  unworthy  of  imitation ;  «commenced  in  an  untowanl' 
time ;  continued  in  the  midst  of  much  party-heat,  and 
cautiously  framed  by  those  then  in  power,  in  order  to  throw 
as  much  difficulty  as  possible  in  the  way  of  those  who  were 
to  succeed  them  in  office.  The  precedent  itself  was  an 
awkward  and  imperfect  imitation  of  that  whence  it  was 
taken.  In  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  when  he  was  an  infant, 
the  then  Lord  Chancellor,  at  his  own  risk,  by  the  advice 
of  the  Privy  Council^  put  the  great  seal  to  a  proclamation 
to  assemble  Parliament.  Parliament  did  not  assemble,  and 
the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  declared  Retrcnt.  Such  was. 
the  precedent  on  which  the  prooeedino^  of  1788  was  founded. 
Now  he  would  ask,  how  did  the  precalciit  of  1788  follow 
its  origin?  Why,  in  no  respect!  In  the  one  case  the 
Chancellor,  at  his  own  risk,  put  the  frpeat  seal  to  the  com- 
mission :  in  the  other  the  Chancellor,  desirous  to  be  gua- 
rantied in  his  temerity,  made  an  application  to  the  two 
Houses  begging  their  direction  :  the  one  was  a  responsible 
act,  without  any  protection;  the  other  was  an  irresponsible 
act,  with  every  protection.  Such  was  the  precedent  now 
sought  to  be  acted  on  i  a  precedent,  which,  if  pursued, 
might  bring  us  back  to  the  dreadful  times  of  1641.  And 
yet  that  precedent  was  to  be  compared  with  that  of  1688  ? 
That  glorious,  ever-memorable  epoch,  which  established, 
'  on  a  solid  and  unshakcable  foundation,  the  liberties  of  this 
land,  which  combined  in  blended  security  the  rights  of 
the  People  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Throne — which  gave 
to  this  realm  a  government  of  law,  and  abolished  a  govern- 
ment of  whim.  The  nature  of  the  act  of  178?,  and  now 
proposed  to  be  acted  on,  destroyed,  as  he  had  said,  all  re- 
sponsibility.— Me  now  came  to  consider  the  good  which  it 
went  to  substitute*  In  the  first  place,  then,  with  respect  to 
its  safety.  He  denied  that  it  ^as  by  any  means  a  safer 
mode,  or  indeed  so  safe  a  mode  as  that  which  assumed  no 
power  and  made  no  innovation. 

The  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  observe,  that  after  having 
appointed  the  Regent^the  two  Houses  would  then  naturally 

Eroceed  to  lay  down  all  the  rules  and  regulations  on  which 
e  was  to  act,  and  thus  establish  a  governmeot  of  responsi-' 
bility,  of  which  there  otherwise  could  be  none.  As  to  the 
care  of  the  Royal  person  being  placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
Queen,  that  was  not  a  restriction  but  a  regulation ;  and  he, 
was  convinced  that  no  person  could  be  more  atitious  than 
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htt  Royat  Highness,  tbal  such  a  regulation  should  be  esta- 
blishecl.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  restrictions  on  the 
powers  of  the  Regent,  the^  should  meet  with  his  decided 
leprobation.  The  whole  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown 
were  public  trusts,  conferred  for  the  benefit  of  thepeople^ 
and  could  not  be  done  away  or  infringed  upon  without 
essential  detriment.  The  proposition  of  withholding  from 
the  Regent  the  power  of  creating  peers  for  a  year,  and  nntil 
six  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  appeared  to  him 
pregnant  with  consequences  of  the  most  disagreeable  nature ; 
,  for  it  brought  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  to  be  discussed 
in  Parliament :  afid  if^might'  absolutely  happen,  that  the 
upper  House,  from  an  idea  of  preserving  their  own  powers 
and  privileges,  by  preventing  any  increase  of  their  numbers,. 
lisight  continue  this  restriction  ad  infinitum*  Upon  the 
whole,  the  sooner  the  Hdus^  got  into  the  regular  march  of 
the  Constitution  the  belter,  and  this  in  hiis  opinion  would  be 
best  done  by  the  proposed  Address  of  his  right  honourable 
iliend. 

The  AUom^^General  rose  in  reply.    He  alluded  to  ^hat 

had  taken  pkice  on  the  appointment  of  a  Regent  in  the 

feisn  of  Henry  Yi.    At  that  period,  his  father  being  dead, 

and  no  Parliament  sitting,  the  Chancellor  put  the  Royal 

Seal  to  a  Commission  fo?  summoning  a  new  Parliament. 

Tbb,  in  fact,  from  the  urgency  of  the  circumstances,  was  a 

piooeeJiR^  absolutely    necessary,   and   Parliament,   thus 

mmmoned,  afterwards  proceeded  to  settle  the  Regency. 

The  wise  men  of  that  time  sitw  that  measures  of  that  sort 

should  be  carried  into  execution  by  the  Lords  and  Commons. 

In  the  same  way,  at  present,  there  must  be  found  some  mode 

of  exercising  the  functions  of  Royalty,  and  was  there  any 

better  mode  thaii'that  of  the  two  Houses  directing  the  Lord 

Chancellor  to  affix  the  great  seal  to  a  Commission  for  that 

purpose  ?    It  was  true  we  were  placed  in  a  situation  of 

diflk^nlty ;  but  he  had  heard  no  reason  to  shew  that  out 

proceeding  in  the  mode  of  Address,  was  a  safer  or  moro 

constitutional  course  than  that  by  way  of  Bill:    In  such  a 

case,  then,  we  ought  to  look  to  the  practice  of  our  ahcesitors, 

aiKl  particularly  to  the  precedent  of  1783,  as  that  which 

upon  the  whole  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  follow. 

Sir  S.  Rondlltf  wished  to  deliver  his  opinion  very  shortly 

an  the  present  occasion.    To  him  it  appeared  that  the  first 

iiesolutiott  contained  an  absolute  contradiction  to  this  metho.l 

which  was  proposed   in  tliose  resolutions  that  followed. 

Voh.  L— 1810.  Z 
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^e  had  dlfwdy  resolTed  that  it  wm  1i^  rigbt  aad  dutj  of 
the  Lon)^  and  Commons  to  i upply  the  v^payicj  id  Uiq 
ejcecQtive,  occasioned  by  tbe  temented  incapacity,  of  bis 
S^Iajesty ;  and  yet  are  were  afterwaids  to  prpeeed  to  Brocvre 
the  Royal  assent  (o  a  Bill  w bicb  sbotikl  pass  the  twp 
•Houses,  without  the  possibility  of  his  Majesty  afsseoting  at 
all,  (Hear!  hear  I)  Under  such  unfortunate  circum* 
stances,  how  can  we  devise  any  means  of  getting  the  asieni 
of  bis  Majesty,  but  by  the  most  palpabk  fiction  i  Was.the 
will  of  the  Lordsand  Sommons  the  will  of  IheKiosN  or  Itam 
could  any  such  construction  be  given  to  it  ?  His  tiAi 
bon.  friend,  in  proposing  the  psesffit  upsolntions,  nad 
rplied  on  one  precedent  alone :  but  he  bad  said  notbioff  at 
all  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  taking  upon  theiaselm 
to  legislate;  and  not  only  so,  but  to  pass  a  measure,  under 
the  fictitious  semblance  of  its  being  an  act  of  all  the  biranches 
of  the  liegislature.  He  c^^ld  uotlook  upon  that  precedent 
in  any  other  li^ht  but  as  a  fraudulent  trick,  iind  altogether 
inconsistent  with  the  open  and  manly  manner  in  which 
every  act' of  legislation  should  be  performed.  In  matters  of 
civil  life,  what  would  be  said  of  a  ^t  of  men  joining 
together  and  making  a  contract  for  anptl^er  in  a  state  of 
insanity,  and  employing  a  person  as  his  solicitor  to  afiix  his 
seal  or  his  signature  to  sucn  a  deed  ?  Should  we  not  sst 
tbivt  9Ucb  a  deed  was  a  gross  imposture,  and  absolutely  null 
and  void  ?  The  application  to  tlie  present  case  was  easy 
and  obvious.  Undoubtedly  there  was  a  distinction  between 
the  natural  and  political  capacity  of  the  Sovereign^  It 
proceeded  from  tlie  latter,  that  in  his  courts  of  justicoi  all 
writs  and  acts  proceeded  in  his  nape,  iho>ugh  bis  presenoe 
there  was  by  no  moans  necessary*  But  here  we  were  ex* 
tending  the  political  capacity  of  the.  Sovereign  to  cases  of  ^ 
very  dificreiit  sort  %  to  acts  of  li'gisiation  whore  either  his 
.  personal  assent,  or  his  assent  by  Commission^  was  absolutely 
essential  to  their  validity,  and  coiild  not  be  dispensed  with. 
In  fact,  if  you  proceed  to  one  act  of  Icgislaiipn,  why  not  to 
others?  Why  should  not  the  two  Houses  m^e'war  or 
peace,  lay  on  afi  embargo,  (K  do  any  thing  else,  and  tbeo 
spy  tl^it  it  was  the  pieasun;  of  his  Majesty,  because  Ute  two 
Houses  thought  proper  to  do  it  ?  'J'herc  was  not  the  smaUeti 
necessity  for  a  Bill  in  order  to  nnid«;r  valid  the  res(rtctioiis 
or  regulations  under  wliick  the  Kt^gency  was  to  be  held.* 
These  might  be  introduced  into  au  Address  with  perfiici 
propriety,  and  tbe  very  acceptance  of  that  Address  would 
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be  also  an  accqpfance  of  the  cofiditioiis  by  which  it  w«» 
accompanied* 

The  S&HdM'*(^erai  eoniendcdj  that  the  proceedings  bj 
vnj  of  Bin  and  that  by  way  of  Address  ware  sobstaiitiany 
the  same  thing,  and  only  difiered  in  the  mode  of  effecUnj^ 
the  ^me  obj^t.  It  was  9aid»  that  to  nse  the  King's  name 
in  assenting  to  the  BHl  wa«  a  fiction.  Bnt  eVeil  in  the 
Address  propbsQJI  by  the  right  hon.  geMleman,  wfts  not  the 
Regent  oesireA  to  act'  in  the  mime  and  in  the  behalf  of  the 
King  i  Eren  nhder  a  Regency,  was  not  eirery  act  of  the 
goremment  stiR  to  proceed  hi  the  King's  name?  All  this 
was  perfecUy  pioj^,  and  where  thai  was  the  irapmi^riety 
of  the  two  Houses  ordering  the  Gfaaacelloif  to  pot  tliegieaC 
seal  to  a  Iq[;bhtite  measnre  in  the  name  of  the  King  i  If 
the  Regent  waa  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  King,  why  abo 
might  not  the  Chanoellot  ?  Suppose  the  King  an  infinity 
suKtantially  no  act  could  be  done  by  him,  though  all  the 
transactions  of  gofemment  were  conducted  in  his  mmet 
though  natnrany  Incapable,  lus  political  cariacfty  -atrll 
esqsted ;  and  it  waa  preciaely  on  this  groimd  that  the  two 
Houses,  in  a  case  of  necessity,  were  anthorised  to  order  the 
Chancellor  to  affix  the  great  seal  to  an  act  of  ilie  Legisfhituie; 

Mr.  Homer  expv^sed  bis  surprise  that  the  learmMl 
gentleman  should  •  not  see  the  difference  between  the  two 
modes  of  proceeding,  that  by  Bill  going  to  assume  the 
Royal  power-*that  by  Address  only  to  confer  it.  He  com* 
bated  ine  argiimcnts  of  the  Solicitor-geneml  and  the  Chan«' 
cclior  of  the  Exchequer,  thhf  the  office  of  R<^rent  was  not 
known  to  (he  Comraonr  Law;  shewed  that  it  was  well  known««- 
t hat  the  earl  of  Pl?mbroke  was  Regent  in  the  reign  of  Henrt 
1  f  I.— ^(hat  the'ofice  of  the  Guardian  of  the  Realm,  and  Lam 
Justices,  in  the  alisence  of  the  Royal  Authority,  were,al$6 
used  ;  and  thougb  they  might  not  be  known  to  the  Commoft 
Law,  they  Were  well  known  to  the  Constitution.  The 
learned  gt^ntlefnan  spoke  at  great  fength  in  favour  df  the 
mode  of  proceeding  by  Address. 

Mr,  Croker  recapHufeted  the  arguments  of  the  Attorney 
and  ^jotbttor  general,  and  insisted  that  the  prooeedmg  by 
Bin  difl  no  more  than  enable  the  Chancellor  to  fix  the  great 
seat,  while  that  by  Address  gate  the  Prince  the  power  of 
doing  the  same  thirig ;  so  that  the  difficulty  attending  tiie 
tme,  was  by  no  means  removed  in  adopting  the  other.  The 
Contention  Parliament  proceeded  by  AdJress^  because  thejr 
could  not  proceed*  by  Bill ;  and  ndtwithstandtng  aH  that 
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hiul  been  advanced  by  the  geotlenneB  oo  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  he  was  convinced  the  mode  of  proceeding  by 
Bill.wa^  the  preferable  one,  and  be  should  therefore  sup- 
port the  motion  of  his  right  honpuraUe  friend  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  , 

Mr.  Whitbread  said  he  should  not  trespass  long  upon  the 
time  of  the  Honae  at  that  late  bonrof  the  night,  much  Irss 
should  he  attempt  to  enter  into  the  speech  of  the  hon.  gen* 
tkman  ivbo  had  just  sat  down.    In  a  matter  of  such  infinite 
ibaportance  as  the  present  question,  he  could  not  but  notice , 
the  extreme  delicacy  which  seemed  to  have  induced' the 
Bouse  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  important  proceedings  which 
had  lately  taken  place*    Was  it.  sufficiently  recollected  that, 
the  King  had  now  for  seven  long  weeks  b^n  unfortunately 
incapacitated  from  exercising  Sie  functions  of  the  Royal 
authority.    It  aupeEired  by  the  examim^tion  ^f  the  nhy- 
sicians,  that  his  Majesty  bad  been  all  that  titqe  ill^  anu  yet 
ministers  had  dared  to  proceed  as  if.  there  worp  4  daily  ap* 
pearance  of  his  progressive  amendment.    Could  th^  right 
npn.  gentleman,  according  to  the  account  given  by  the 
physicians,  be  warranted  in  declaring  io  the  first  instanoo 
that  his  Majesty's  rHalady  was  likely  to  subside  ?.  .Coi^ld  the 
House,  after  the  ample  information  they  had  rec^iyed  from 
the,  report  of  the  examination  of  the  pjiysicians,  act  in 
future  as  honest  men,  by  only  resorting,  to  temporary  eX"^ 
pedients?     All  the  physicians,  except  pne,  had  declared: 
that  his  Majesty,  though  he  shoyld  recover  from  liis  pre* 
sent  disorder,  was  likely  to  be  revisited  by  it  bereofter.    In 
1801,  it  appeared  he  hiud  been  extremely  il).    Ministers  had 
resigned  their  situations,  and  a  new  writ  had  actually  been 
issuol,  in  the  place  of  the  new-appointed  minister ;    but 
from,  the  unfortunate  circumstance  of  tlie  Kii^*s  sudden 
deiajQ^genient,  he  could  not  receive  tJie  resignations  that  were 
intended  to  be  made.    His  Majesty^  however,  got  better, 
but  a  relapse  soon  after  took  plac^ ;  and  yet  ministers  hml 
dared  to  act  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  full  posseiSsion  of  his 
faculties,  and  no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  it  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.    The  same  circumstance  occurnxl 
in  1804.     At  that  period  it  was  said,  that  his  Majesty  was 
well ;  yet,  by  the  late  examination  of  the  physicians,  it 
appeared  to  have  been  quite  oUierwise.    Ought  they  liot 
then  to  act  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  with  esi)ecial 
care  provide  that  no  such  ille^l  and  unconstitutional  pro- 
ceedings should  take  place  in  future  i    For  his  own  part^  hp 
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ie\t  U  a  duty  he  owed  to  bis.  constituents,  and  he  thoiiiQ^hll 
the  House  ought  to  consider  it  as  their,  duty  to  the  country,, 
to  see  that  such  proceedings  should  never  recur.     Wimtever 
the  learned  gentleman  might  say  about  precedents,  it  tv^ 
necessary  to  provide,  and  that  as  speedily  as  possible,  fov* 
the  melancholy  absence  of  the  Roval  authority.     No  pro*, 
vision  could  be  more  proper  than  that  of  a  Rqi^nt,  nor  any 
person  so  fit  as  the  Iwyal  person  who  was  now  proposed  Uh 
fill  that  high  o£5ce*    The  honourable  and  leanic^l  gentlcmaa* 
(the  Attorney-General)  had  confined  himself  entirely  to  the 
consideration  of  the  precedent  of  17S9,  ^and  could  not,  it 
seemed,  prevail  on  himself  to  look  at  any  other.     But  it, 
ought  to   be  remembered,    that  the    llill  brought  in  at 
(hat  time  was  stopped  in  its  progress  throagh  the  House  of 
Lords.   .  He  hoped,  howcveri  that  whatever  measure  should 
BOW  W  adopted^  Parliamenttfj^ould  proceed  with  it  fortln^ 
with ;  so  that  if  the  nusfortunc  should  ever  happen,  agaiut! 
tliey  mt^ht  be  provided  with  the  meaus  of  surmounting  thts 
difficulties . with  which  they  were  now  surrounded;   and 
should  know  in  that  case,  who  would,  in  any  future  melan* 
ckoly  instance  of  the  incapacity  of  the  King,  be  the  proper 
person  to  supply  his  place.     The  question  now  for  th^.im* 
mediate  consideration  of  the  f louse  was,  wiiicb  was  the  be^ti 
mode  to  pursue,  that  by  Bill,  or  that  by  Address  ?     Fof  hia 
own  part,  be  preferred  the  latter,  on  account  of  its  simplicity,^ 
The  proc^ing  by  Bill  was  fraught  with  difficulty  and  in"* 
Iricacy.     He  denied  the  justice  of  the  Solicitor-General  g 
argument,  that  doing  an  act  authorising  the  Chancellor  to 
put  the  great  seal  to  the  iBill  was  the  same  with  that  of  con- 
ferring the  Regency  on  the  Prince  of  Wales.    If  they  went 
to  the  fiction  of  making  Royal  authority  by  that  which  is- 
not  Uoyal  autliority,  tbi'y  committed  a  fraud,   for  they. 
could  by  no  possibility  noukc  it  Royal  authority.     He  tbea 
commented,  at-considerable  length,  on  the  provisions  of  the 
intended  Bill  which  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Lords  from  that 
Ijouse  in  1789,  in  which  several  most  unconstitutionui  re?* 
st rictions  had  been  put  upon  Ihe  Regent ;  who  was  thereby 
lied  up  from  giving  his  assent    to  certain  Bills  thtfiein 
described,    if  ever  they  should  be  brought  forward :    a 
power  which  he  contended  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  all 
together  could  not  legally  assume.  -  These  defects  having, 
appeared  in  the.  Bill,  it  became  necessary  to  see  how  it 
originated.    The  qucsiiou  of  right  having  accidentally  been 
menfionod  by  a  very  high  authority  in  that  House  (Mr. 
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Fox),  for  tvhose  memory  ho  one  conid  enteriaiil  mote 
Kspect'than  himself,  the  point  was  warmly  taken  up  by  tht 
il^nt  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  then  at  the  head  of  his 
Majesty's  councils ;  and  although  Mr.  Fox  declared  he  did 
not  mean  to  assert  such  a  right,  though  the  Prince  him« 
^If,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  as  well  as  his  Royal 
brothers,  all  disclaimed  any  idea  of  asserting  snch  a  right, 
jfet  that  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  sufier  him* 
arif  to  be  diTert^  from  discussing  the  subject  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  week  to  woek,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
delay,  and  the  matter  was  continually  ^sbated  Tor  a  length 
of  lime,  until  his  Majesty  recovered.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  had  now  grounded  himself  on  that  pre^dent, 
and  it  seemed  to  be  bis  wish  to  try  his  hand  at  becoming  a 
reformer,  by  diminishing  the  prerogattTe  of  the  Crown.  He 
('Mr.  Whitbread)  had  trequently  supported  resolutions  and 
moved  bills,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  lessen  the  prero- 
g:atives  of  the  Crown;  but  this  had  been  at  times  when  thci 
Crown  was  in  its  full  splendour.  Now,  when  it  ajf^peared 
to  be  in  eclipse,  he  would  not  on  any  account  consent  to 
touch  these  prerogatives.  Adverting  to  the  BiH  of  1789, 
in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  restricted  the  Recent  in  the  creation 
of  peers,  he  called  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that 
until  that  particular  day,  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
been  extremely  lavish  of  suph  honours.  Subsequent  to  that 
time  it  was  well  known  to  every  man  who  heard  him,  that 
he  bad  bcen^  profuse  in  bestowing  them.  The  right  hon* 
gentleman  opposite  to  him,  he  owned,  bad  been  in  that 
respect  very  abstinent ;  but  that,  perhaps,  might  be  owing 
to  bis  Majesty  being  convmced,  that  during  (be  course  m 
his  reign,  the  powrr  of  gmnting  peerages  nad  been  most 
scandalously  abused,  and  he  had  tnerefore  taken  that  part 
of  the  prerogative  into  his  own  hands.  He  wished  by  no 
means  to  enter  into  the  transactions  of  that  time;  he  had 
endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  steer  clear  of  it ;  but 
when  that  precedent  seemed  to  be,  the  only  one  in  the 
opinion  of  the  right  bon.  gentleman  worthy  of  being 
attended  tO)  and  those  restrictions  were  agato  attempted  to 
be  brought  forward,  he  could  not,  when  he  reflected  on  th* 
temperate  and  dignified  conduct  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
avoid  taking  .notice  of  them,  and  warning  the  House  to 
take  care  how  they  agreed  to  fetter  him  with  similar  liestric* 
fions.  He  comment^  with  consKlemble  severity  upon  the 
ictioDj  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  empower  tbe  Lonl  • 
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Chancellor  to  put  flie  great  seal,  by  way  of  giving  the 
Royal  authority  to  the  passing  such  a  Bill  as  was  in  con- 
templation.   If  they  could  order  the  great  seal  to  be  put  to 
a  Bill  constituting  a  penon  Regent,  thoy  might,  by  the 
same  great  seal,  at  any  time  afterward,  annihilate  that 
Regent ;  and.  no  one  so  constituted  could  be  sure  of  retaining 
bis  office  for  a  month.    The  riglit  honourable  gentleman  on ' 
the  opposite  bench  had  even  gone  ferther  into  the  principle 
of  these  lestrict  ions  than  his  predecessor  bad  done,  for  by 
that  Bill  the  restrictbns  were  to  cease  after  a  certain  time ; 
but'by  the  Bill  now  to  be  brodght  in,  according  to  the  plan 
of  the  right  honourable  gentferoan.  Parliament,,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  restrictions,  was  to  have  a  controul  over 
the  Regent  for  six  wedcs  after  the  commencement  of  its 
sitting.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  seemed  studious 
to  ba^  the  Royal  authority  preserved  unimpaired,  only 
A>r  ibe  King ;  Iiut  it  was  not  the  King's  property.    It  was 
the  property  of  the  people ;  and  whoever  talked  of  the  pre* 
rogati ve  of  the  King  merely,  spoke  high  treason  against  the 
Constitiitiop.    Mr.  W  hitbread  theA  adverted  to  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Canning,  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
supporters  of  tte  proceeding  by  BiU,  which  he  commented 
^paa  with  .much  humour  and  occasionaT  severity.    He  also 
Mverted  to  tfaatpart  of  the  Bill  which  spoke  of  the  custody 
of  the  King.    The  goodness  of  the  Prince's  heart,  lie  said, 
WIS  such,  that  though  it  could  hardly  be  confided  to  better 
bands,  yet  the  Prince  himself  had  expressly  denied  it  shouhl 
de  otherwise.    But  under  whose  guardianship  had-the  King 
been  for  the  last  seven  weeks  ?    Why»  in  the'custody  of  die 
usurpers  of  his  {wwer  j  and  the  question  was  of  mat  anxiety, 
wbo  had  exercised  the  Royal  functions  for  Uie  last  seven 
weeks.?'    Who  bad  performed  the  offices  of  the  executive 
government  during  that  .period  ?     Mr.  Whitbread  pro« 
ceeded  in  this  strain  for  a  considerable  time,  and  concluded 
a  very  able  isod  animated  speech,  by  giving  his  warm  sup- 
port  to  the  proceeding  by  Addtess, 

I^rd  Casilereaghf  at  considerable  length,  supported  the 
mode  intended  of  procooding  by  BUI. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for,  tho  House  divided. 
Against  the  Amendment    •    -    •    S69 
For  it 157 
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The  original  motion  was  then  agreed  to, .  and  at  four 

o'clock  tire  House  adjourned. 
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Earl  Camden  (as  Chairman)  presented  Uic  Report  of  the* 
Committee-appointed  to  examine  tbe  Physicians  respecting 
ibv  state  of  his  Majcsty*s  |icalth. 

The  noble  earl  next  moved,  that  the  Report  should  be- 
lead  short ;  which  it  was  acconlin^ly. 

Ills  Lordship  then  moved,  that  tbe  report  be  printed* 
On  the  question  being  put^ 

Ijord  Holland  rose,  not  (of  the  purpose  of  opposing  the 
notion,  but  from  an  anxiety  to  take  that  opportunity  of 
putting  a  few  questions  to  ministers.     Upon  the-maiiner  in 
which  these  questions  were  answered,  would  in  a  great 
measure  depend  (he  opinion  which  he  should  entertain  oP 
the  conduct  of  those  persons.    They  would  shew  whether* 
the  settlement  of  the  executive  power  has  been  protmcted 
without  any  material  inconvenience  to  the  country.    Before 
Ke  put  those  questions,  however,  he  would  say  a  few  words- 
as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  it  was  proposed  to  adopt.' 
The  noble  earl  (Liverpool)  had  stated  on  the  preceding  eve-' 
lung,  that  on  Thui%day  next  he  should  submit  three  reso*- 
lutioQs  to  the  House,  the  same  that  were  aglreed  to  by  both 
Hdusesin  1788.     With  regard  io  the  first  of  these  resolu- 
tionsy  he  presumed  there  could  be  no  difference  of  opinion.- 
As  to  the  second  resolution,  he  would  feel  it  bis  aniyio. 
move  tbe  previous  question  thereon,  upon  the  ground  that 
their  Ionlshii»  were  not  called  upon  to  decide  upoif  a  mere 
abstract  question  of  right.     With  respect  to  the  third  and 
last  q  nest  ion,  be  would  substitute  a  new  mode  of  proceeding 
entirely,  and  in  .place  of  a  Bill  appointing  a  R^ency,  be 
should  move  af\  amendment,  recommending  their  Lordsbips 
to  address  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  as*** 
sume  the  eoverhment,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  Pinrlia- 
mcnt  might  thii>k  proper.     Wlien  the  last  resolution  came 
before  the  House,  a  question  would  necessarily  arise  us  to 
modes  of  preference.    Some  were  of  opinion  that  the  pro* 
ceciling  by  Bill  was  the  most  eligible  and  constitutional^ 
while  otheiii  gt\re  the  prclereiicc  to  the  proceeding  by  Ad- 
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djrfMi  AnMHiff  ths  former  ^vere  certainly  many  persons 
eminent  for  inetr  Tirtues  and  talents,  nis  noble  friend, 
(Lord  GrenvUle),  who  was  not  now  present,  had  declared 
himself  in  favour  of  the  proceeding  by  Bill ;  but  with  all  bis 
respect  for  the  judgment  and  research  of  that  noble  person, 
lie  could  not,  for  hirasdf,  so  far  defer  to  his  authority  as  ti> 
agree  with  mm  on  that  important  point.  There  were  many 
others  who  entertaiiied  the  same  opinion  with  himself  on 
this  point,  and  therefore  be  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
iafford  them^n  opportunity  of  declaring  their  sentiments, 
and  supporting  tnem  by  their  rotes.  The  situation  of  the 
country  was  tar  difierent  now  from  what  it  was  when  this 
melaiidioly  subject  was  formerly  agitated.  The  executive 
jgoverament  might  have  been  suspended  in  1788,  without 
any  great  inconvenience ;  but  under  the  circumstances  of 
our  present  situation,  the  suspension  could  not  continue 
without  manifest  injury,  without  laying  the  country  at  the 
fool  of  the  enemy.  He  was  anxious,  therefore,  that  the 
House  should  come  to  a  decision  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
thai  an  Address  should  be  preferred  to  a  Bill,  or  at  least 
that  the  most  expeditious  mode  possible  should' be  adopted. 

But,  previously  to  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions,  he 
was  denrons  to  kam  from  the  noble  earl,  what  decisions 
had  been  suspended,  or*  what  decisions  had  not  been  taken, 
during  the  suspension  of  the  Executive  Gfovemment.  ^  He 
wished  to  be  informed,  what  dccinoh,  if  anyi  had  been 
taken  with  regard  to  Sweden  ;  whether  hostilities  were  or- 
dered to  be  practised  against  that  Power  without  anv  decla- 
ration of  war  on  our  part,  or  aay  proclamation  auti^^orbtng 
hostile  retaliation?  He  wished  to  learn  from  a  noble 
marquis  (Wellesley)  whether  any  decisions  were  awaiting 
in  his.particular  department?  He  would  not-' trust  to  the 
principle  of  responsibirtty,  and  hear  ministers  afterwards 
endeavouring  to  justify  their  measures  by  the  necessity  of  the 
cases  out  of  which  they  arose.  He  would  not  coi^sent  that 
they  should  usurp  an  authority  they  were  not  entitled  to  as- 
aurae.  There  uras  ako  another  point  upon  whi^h  he  trusted 
ministfers  would  not  refuse  information ; '  he  alluded  to  South 
America,  and  particularly  to  Buenos  Ayres.  He  wished  to 
know,  what  hne  of  policy  they  intended  to  pursue  with 
lespect  to  that  country,  now  so  interesting  on  many  ac- 
counts? He  was  also  anxious  to  ascertain  what  was  their 
determination  with  respect  to  Portugal  ?  Did  they  intend^ 
ip  adhere  to  that  line  of  policy  of  which  he  ^as  one  of  the 
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waruM^t  in  approi^i^ri  ^hen  hia  hopeB  were  more  sanifniae 
tban  they  utre  at  proent  ?  Were  theyprerienCed  by  the  un^ 
ba|>py  suapeiisloii  of  the  Exeeiilive  Power,  from  saidiii^Te^ 
iniorcemeiits  to  that  country  ?  For  hewould  send  feinmoe* 
Dients  there,  nolwithstandiag  his  bopea,  as  he  had'alreqdy 
mentioned*  were  Icn  MBgaine  now  than  some  time  back,  so 
long  as  the  emiaent  Commander  who  commanded  in  that 
eeuotry  thon^t  snch  reinfoicemenls  might  be  nseivlly  em- 
Btoycd.  Why  were  not  these  [reihfi>fcaneBtB  dispatched  B 
Was  it  because  doub(s  were  entertained  of  the  Iq^lily  oS 
such  a  measure  ?  If  that  were  the  case,  it  wi|s  aa  trfCjpistiUe 
argument  in  faToai  of  proceeding  to  the  supplying  of  the' 
Executive  Government  with  all  possible  expediti6ri.  If  these 
inconyeniencea  exiit»  thej^  arose  not  from  the  mcessityol 
the  ease^  but  from  tiie  unjustifiable  protraction  of  tho  settle 
igient  of  the  Executive  Power.  For  this  reason,  wbece  twd 
modes  of  proceeding  presented  themselT^  their  LonJships. 
he  conceived,  were  bound  to  adopt  thatwiiich  npiKann 
Kkdy  to  be  the  mast  expeditbus.  A.  most  important  qassv 
tioD  also  arose  respecting  the  United  SiMes*  Wis  were 
called  upon  taa^P^oas  of  two  modesiof  pQUcy  with  remud 
ifd  that  pow^.  Ftinrlii&owa  pairt,  be  wotiUfifeclare,  iathc 
most  ua^altfed  manner,  that  the  Ordors.tn*Council  oirght 
tp  be  revoked*  TbM  country  expected,  omr  dbscisioa  b^  a 
precise  time,,  and.  she  had  a  right  to  an  apswer.  These 
Vttr^ hcia  u|^n  wliich  he  wished  to,  lie sa4ds6ed.  His  only 
otgeol  ittr  asking  these*  €|ucflttJon&  wte,  that  fhe  House  shoula 
be  iujfull  poswssida  of  the  facta  beiiite  they  wers^caUed  upon, 
to  cwne  ta  a  decisioa.on  the  thliA  qneitiosi. 

The  EairioS  Lhetpool  said,  that,  wiik  cverv  desire  ois 
kispafft to  ftSMi any  inibrmalion  to  bianoW  mend  whicb 
might  with,  ptopristy  be  communicated ;  he.  hunented  Aat 
he  U)tM  not  acoed^:  to.  bis  wbhes  oil  the  pmsent  oecaaion^ 
It  wtis  imposuWe  fo>  huR  to>  answer  the  questions  proposed 
h^  the  noblo  lord,  without  entisring  into,  a  review  of  our 
wlhple  polioyb.  When  the  proper  time  shoi|M  ariave  fior  dis*- 
c9Miiing  the:  various  subjects  aUudod*  to,  ho  would  not  be 
fouiK^  shritofaing  fkim  tAio  cjuestion.  Froo^  the  first  eommo* 
iiM^ipn  respiting  hist  Majesty's  melancholy  conditio^  the 
sitnalion  of  ministmn  was'  one  of  eactr^nue  difficulty.  They 
had  to  determine  how  long  they- ought  tocaU'upoa  l^EnrSap* 
meol  to  suspend  all  proce^finp^.  and  when  thaso  peoceed-< 
i9ga  ought  to  commence*  Oa  this  occasion  they  puisncd 
tih^  conrn  nhich  ai^peaied  to  them  to  be  most  omisliitutBonal ; 
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ftiat  b,  they  pnt  t6«mi$el?es  in  the  discretion  of  Parliament. 
They  proposed  short  adjoammen ts«  When  the  proper 
inomeot  for  disoQsrion  arrivecl,  he  trusted  that  be  should  be 
able  to  shew  that  their  conduct  wa3  reeiulated  by  a  full  view 
of  the  difficulties  of  their  situation.  But  althoog^h  he  could 
not  afibrd  his  nol^le  friend  all  the  information  he  required, 
be  Would  take  that  opportunity  of  declarin«^,  that  he  was 
not  aware  that  any  ibj.ury  to  the  public- service  had  as  yet 
resulted  from  the  suspension  of  the  Executive  Power.  Mi- 
nistenhad  not  abstained  from  doing  any  acts  which  the 
aafety  o%  the  interests  of  the  country  required.  With 
lespect  to  the  proceeding  by  Bill  and  by  Address,  he  trusted 
that  be  would  be  able  t6  shew,  when  the  question  as  to  the 
preferable  mode  of  proceeding  came  before  the  House,  that 
the  proceeding  by  Bill  was  not  merely  the  most  legal  and 
tonstiUitional  mode,  but  that  it  was  the  only  legal  and  con- 
stitutional way  of  proceeding.  If  the  House  ^  any  value 
upon  precedent,  if  the  practices  of  former  parliaments  were 
cntftlra  to  any  respect,  they  had  no  option  but  to  follow  the 
precedent  of  1788*9.  He  should  say  nothing  more  upon  the 
fOlQect  at  present,  but  conclude  with  that  geberal  state- 
ment* 

I^ofd  Holland  txklS^  be  did  not  press  for  tin  dnswer.'  He 
threw  out  the  qaa^ions  merely  for  the  consideration  of  theit 
loidsbip. 

..  EariOrostenor  observed,  that  he  would  have  risen  with 
taiore  satisfaction^  if  be  could  have  approved  of  what  had 
been  donef.  But  when  he  reflected,  that  the  lYielancholy  cir- 
cumstance which  occasioned  the  suspension  of  the  Executive 
Ootermnent  had  now  continued  nearly  eighth  weeks,  and 
that,  durin|^  that  time  the  House  had  gone  no  further  than 
the  preliminary  step>  he.  must  deprecate  any  further  dday. 
Under  atl  the  circumstances  of  our  situation,  he  thotlght  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  .that  and  the  other  House  to  pro^^ 
eeed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Executive  Government 
as  soon  as  possible  :  the  less  unnecessary  delay  the  better.  A 
reftitenceto  the  precedent  which  occurred  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Second  would. shew,  that  the  person  who  was 
tA-execttte  the  office  of  I^gent,  might  be  appointed  by  other 
IMcans  than  «  Bill  In  Parliament.  He  alluded  to  theap- 
p^iftment  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  as  Regent,  during  the 
minority  of  George  Prince  of  Wales,  in  case  of  the  demi$ef 
df  the  then  reigning^Sovereign,  upon  conditions  to  be  after* 
tmids^ttkd  by  rarHament.      With  respect  to  the  two 
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iDodds  proposed,  that  by  Billi  and  by  AitdresB,  be  iQurt  |nt^ 
the  preference  to  the  latter.  When  this  ioaportant  question 
^as  agitated  some  years  agp,  be  gave  his  feeble  support  to 
the  proceeding  by  Bill,  b^use  no  injury  could  hmw  ariqea 
to  the  country  from  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  £xecu* 
tive  Government.  But  the  state  of  the  Country  wa$  rcrj 
different  at  present ;  circumstances  were  changed ;  and  that 
which  might  have  been  very  proper  and  justifiable  in 
1788,  may  prove  highly  detrimental  to  the  public  weUkreat 
this  momentous  crisis.  For  these  reasons  he  would  give 
liis  vote  in  support  of  the.  roost  expeditious  mocjp  of  sup* 
plying  the  deficiency  in  the  Executive  GovemmcAt*  If  any 
restrictions  on  the  power  of  the  Regent  were  necessary) 
they  might  be  embodied  in  the  Address; 

Juis  Koj/al  Highness  the  Duke  of  Clarence  said,  that  be 
felt  less  difficulty  in  addressing  their  lordships  now,  than  if 
be  had  risen  immediately  after  the  noble  earl  on  the  oppo- 
site bcnclr.  He  would  detain  their  lordships  but  with  very 
'few  words.  Great  and  momentous  as  the  present  crisis 
was,  be  would  now  abstain  from  fully  uttering  nis  sentiments 
upon  it.  In  common  with  all  their  lordships,  he  deeply 
ielt  the  unhappy  calamity  which  called  for  the  proceeding 
>vbich  the  House  were  about  to  adopts .  but  from  the  par« 
ticular  situation  in  which  he  stood,  he  had  a  more  poignant 
cause  of  regret.  He  could  not,  however,  avoid  making  one 
short  observation  upon  what  fell  from  the  n6ble  earl, 
respecting  the  precedent  of  1 788,  Had  he  at  that  time  had- 
the  honour  of  a  scat  among  their  lordisbips^  hb  condttct 
would  have  been  then  what  it  will  be  on  this  ocooaion.  He 
would  have  voted  for  the  proceeding  by  Address,  instead  of 
that  by  Bill.  He  wished  their  lordships,  in  the  present 
instance,  to  adopt  the  same  line  of  conduct  with  the  railiap 
ment  of  that  part  of  the  empire  which  ho  believed  be  was 
the  only  one  of  his  family  that  had  visited — he  meant  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland — and  call  upon  the  Prinoe  of  Widcs 
at  once  io  assume  the  government  of  the  Country.  .Tbi^|be 
conceived  to  be  at  once  both  tbe  most  constitutional  and  the 
most  expeditious  mode  of  supplying  the  deficienef  in^  the 
Executive  Government :  he  was  persuaded  it  wes  the  mode 
most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  Country,  and  the|;ood  of 
the  Monarch;  for  any  thing  which  was  injurious  Io  the 
one,  must  prove  equally  so  io  the  other. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  that  the  noble  eml  (Liver- 
poof)  had  stated  that  nq  inconvenience  lesuUed  from  Ihe  uuk 
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'penBion  of  the  Execative  Power.  If  the  fact  "were  so, 
mnitftera  hnd  in  eflSsct  taken  thj&  %overeigaty  into  their  own 
^anck.  There  was  nothio^^  to  prevent  them,  upon  this 
prificjplr,  from  iasoing:  cloclarattons  of  war,  or  concluding 
treaties  of  peace.  He  br^ged  the  House  would  consider  the 
tiegree  of  power  these  persons  had  arrogated  to  themselFes, 
and  then  saj,  whether  ttiej  were  content  to  allow  them  to 
remain  in  poneasion  o^'  it.  As  to  the  precedent  of  178^9, 
Jbeflally  diaKoied  from  the  whole  course  of  proccedio^  on 
Ihat  occasion.  He  recommended  tlie  precedent  at  the  Rc- 
Tolntion,  and  maintained  that  the  proceeding  by  Bill  was 
iietiber  legal  nor  constitutional.  He  had  beard  somethin*; 
in  A  former  debate  about  a  fonrth  estate,  and  that  Par- 
liament was  not  composed  of  Kine)  Lords,  and  Commons, 
lint  of  King,  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Cpmmons. 
Of  these  Lords  SpiritnnI,  he  knew  nothing  as  an  inde- 
pendent body,  except'  when  they  met  in  convocation. 

Ewri  Stanhope  rose  in  defence  pf  a  person  who.  was  ab^ 
sent  (Lord  GrenviUe),  and  who»  be  must  say,  had  i^ot 
Ixca,  ikirly  dcait  with,  by  having  nonsense  put  into  bis 
4no«tli.  His  noble  friend  did  not  say  that  the  Lards 
Spiritttal  coinpaseii  a  fourth  estate  of  Parliament,  but  that 
inej  were  one  of  the  suites  of  the  realm. — Now  tliat  he  was 
up,  be  would  say  a  word  or  two  to  the  noble  lord  over  the 
way.  •  H  js  tordsbtp  had  asked  his  (  Lord  Stanhope^s)  side  of 
iheHon^e,  some  questions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  they 
pisopoied  to  proceed.  Now,  though  it  was  very  common 
for  IIms  of^posltion  side  of  the  Hotise  to  ask  questions  of 
ministasy  it  was  not. usual  for  ministers  to  put  questions  to 
them.  He  must  thnefbre  oondude  that  the  noble  earl  no 
longer  considered  himself  as  a  minister,  and  if  so,  he  was 
nfwy  glad  0f  it  (J  tmi^O  He  would,  however,  be  more 
cmnmuDicatife  than  the  noble  earl  was,  with  respect  to  the 
mfermation  sought  by  liis  noble  friend  (Lord  HotUnd) ; 
tmA  be  would jteU  him,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move  an 
umaadment  to  the  second  question,  upon  which,  whetfier 
tkat  amendment  was  adopted  or  not,  he  was  already  ap- 
prised thiil  the  previous  question  would  be  moved. 
.  Jjord  Er$kwe  said,  that  lie  should  not  at  this  time  oflTer 
•  any  observations  upon  the  point  which  the  noble  £arl  h^d 
iiiiaertaken  to  prove,  namely,  that  the  proceeding  by  Bill 
was  die  only  l^al  and  .constitutional  mode.  It  was  al- 
wmf9  h»  practice,  as  it  was  in  the  habits  of  his  life,  to  hi^r 
tiiie  opinions  of  others  before  he  peremptorily  declared  his 
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own.  The  question  ^as  raomMtousv  and  could  not  be  tw 
•oon  brought  to  a  deoiaion*  The  sittmtion  of  the  country 
would  admit  of  no  dela j ;  could  not  wait  for  the  erectioi). 
of  that  bungling-machinery,  by  the  operation  of  which  it 
WM  proposed  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  gofern* 
«  ment.  If  the  competence  of  the  two  Houses  to  fill  up  that 
deficiencjr  inHantcr  was  denied,  there  was  an  end  to  tb^ 
social  union.  The  mode  proposed  on  this  occasion  was  aa 
absurd  as  if  a  man  who  was  required  to  go  a  great  dis» 
taoce  in  a  short  time,  instead  of  gettbff  on  horseback  and 
proceeding  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour,  should  set  cot 
to  walk  and  go  backward  to  York*  Whateyer  the  House 
determined,  it  was  imperious  on  them  that  the  country 
should  not  be  injured  by  unnecessary  proccastination> 

The  Earl  df  Lauderdale  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  new  sources  of  delay  which  had  been  offimfdl 
and  to  the  alarming  consequences  of  extending  the  period 
iyhich  had  already  elapsed  without  the  legitimate  exercise 
of  ihe  Executive  authority.  After  waiting  till  Tharsday 
next  for  the  proposition  of  the  noble  earl  (Liverpool),  the 
House  had  notices  of  two  motions  which  woifld  then  be 
made,  the  one  to.ailnend,  and  the  other  to  supeirsede,  bf 
moving  the  previous  question,  the  second  resolution  whidb 
the  noble  Earl  had  announced  his  intention  of  submittingl 
Wliat  limited  time  could  be  anticipated  for  these'.disu 
cussions  ?  The  House  bad  indeed  been  told  that  thef 
need  be  under  no  alarm  as  to  any  supposed  contimnnoe  of 
the  suspenbion  of  the  aovereign  functions,  thai  the  jmpen' 
sion  had  indeed  hitherto  boennominaJ,  and  tbataUibs  ne^ 
cessary  duties  of  Executive  Administmtion  had  been  duly 
performed  by  the  noble  lords  themadveb  who.nowrcaine 
down  to  the  House  with  this  oo^  declaration^  •  Let  the 
noble  lords  who  heard  btm»  coUsider  the  natnie  nnd'the'ten* 
dency  of  this  extraordinary  avowal;  be  wished  to  ddnr 
their  attention  to  a  single  example.  The  period '^eit  the 
^ct  for  prohibiting  the  use  of  corn  in  the  •  di^iilation  <of 
spirits,  it  was  well  known,  was  approaching;  comsneitnitl 
speculations  had  already  been  created  by  the  ndturiil  pre^ 
sumption,  tliat  under  the  present  extraordinary  tireom« 
stances,  the  sign  manual  could  not  be  put  to  a  pioclafnation 
for  continuing  the  provisions  of  that  act.  Sales  aod  puv* 
chases  in  the  great  articles  implied  in  these  contracts^  had 
all  proceeded  on  the  faitii  of  the  impracticability  of  «!>• 
(orcmg  that  prohibition.    What  then  must  be  the  surprise 
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oflhememintile  world,  nrhat  would  be  the  seneatton  of 
those  peculiarlj  inteiested  in  the  issue  of  the  question,  ta 
find  that  they  wefe^^iouslj  deceived  in  infiaginin^  that 
the  r^l  fiinctions  were  suspended,  or  that  there  was  ho 
power  that  couM  yentum  to  prolong  the  operation  of  an 
Actof  thcLcrislature"!  (Hear\  hear]  hear  I)  The  con« 
sequences  of  tnat  system  of  delay,  which  ministers  were  stu< 
diously  pursuing,  were  in  his  apprehension  of  the  most 
alarming  nature,  both  to  the  immediate  interests  of  tlie 
eonfitry,t  and  a^  they  went  to  establish  a  dangerous  pre* 
cedent  on  future  occasions.  No  such  artful  delay  had  been 
attempted  in  1788.  In  alluding  to  the  events  of  that 
memorable  era,  he  was  now  at  Kberty  to  consider  them  as 
matters  of  historical  record ;  and  he  was  convinced  that 
tbaae  grounds  of  necessity  wbich  were  alle^  to  exist  at 

.  that  period  Ibr  declaring  .by  coincident  Resolutions,  the 
rif^t  and  prarvinoeofthe  dtatesof  the  Realm  to  supply 
iM  occasional  defect  of  the  Executive  Power,  did  not,  and 
cowld  not  be  mad^  to  appear  to  exist  at  the  pn»ent  moment* 
By  a  natuml  preverseness  the  multitude  will  afways  form 
their  opinions  of  those  whom  they  dislike  or  oppose,  ac-' 
cofdiug  to  the  representations  mAde  to  them  by  those  whom 
they  admire  or  support.  Thus,  In  the  year  Jt788,  the 
friiNsds  of  4^f.  Pitt  measured  their  abhorrence  of  Mr.  Fox's 
doctrine,  and  moulded  their  conceptions  of  it  by  the  insi* 
nuations  of  that  statesman's  enemies,  and  vke  verstt  IVfr. 
Pittas  optnions  were  exposed  to  an  equal  degree  of  misunder- 
standing and  reproach.    It  was  not  too  late,  nor  was  that  an 

.  imprpper  occasion  for  exphiining  that  the  drfference  which 
actually  prevailed  between  their  respective  sentiments,  was 
out  of  the  breadth  and  amomit  which  was  too  generally 
believed.  Mr.  Fox  had  never  asserted  that  the  Prince  of 
Wales  had  an  absolnte,  unquestionable  right  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Royal  functions  in  eases  of  their  natural  and 
fempomry  suspension ;  but  that  his  right,  although  para- 
mount, was  subject  tt>  the  adjudication  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Convention*  .  Mr.  Pitt^on  the  other  hand,  proclaimed 
ttie  right  of  the  two  Houses  to  the  ]K)wer  of  supplying  tiic 
the  defect,  but  without  denying  that  the  Prince  bad  aa 
irresistible  claim  to  the  exerciscof  the  Sovereignty  during 
the  continuance  of  bis  Majesty^s  incapacity.  JLord  Lau- 
derdale declared  himself  to  be  scarcely  able  to  distinguish 
a  substantial  right  from  an  irresistible  claim ;  but  if  no  jus- 
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tiScalioiK  at  least  an  apology  niiyht  he  fbuDd^  for  comiaif 
to  the  Kesolutions  paired  at  tlie  period  which  he  bad  af* 
luded  to^  and  that  apology  \vas  to  be  found  in  the  doubl 
and  ambiguity  that  had  unfortunately  ariaea  in  the  public 
mind  pn  the  subject.  B.ut  ivith  those  Resoliittona  befbie 
tbeni,  after  the  precedent  had  been  once  feirly  and  sdteniQly 
^tabiished,  for  what  purpose  cognizable  by  common  sense 
were  they  now  to  be  drawn  into  a  needless  reconsideration 
of  them? — Did  the  noble  lords  opposite  to  him  desire  to 
put  those  Resolutions  to  any  hazara  ?  or  was  their  object 
neither  more  nor  less  than  additional  delay  ? 

He  wished  to  say  a  few  words  more  on  an  idea  started  by 
a  noblecarl under  him,  (Grosvcnor)  which  in  hb  jndgmeni 
was  utterly  unfounded,  and  calculated  to  produce  an 
unjust  alarm.  The  noble  earl  had  stated,^  that  by  adopt* 
in^  the  course  of  proceeding  by  Address,  the  ardministiatioa 
ofjustice  would  be  arrested,  and  the  courts  legally  inoapa* 
citated  from  fitting  in  the  discharge  of  their  appropriated 
duties.  On  this  point  he  begged  feaye  to  rder  the  House 
to  the  period  of  the  Restoration,  when,  under  thetcircum* 
stances  of  a  total  change  of  government,  the  due  and 
r^ular  administration  of  the  laws  had  never  been  inter- 
rupted, nor  the  confidence  of  the  country  in  the  faithful 
dispensation  of  justice  disturbed.  He  should  conclude 
witn  saying,  that  the  measure  of  an  Address  should  have  his 
strenuous-sup^rt,  as  not  less  expedient  in  the  present  emer- 
gency of  public  afiairs  than  consonant  to  the  true  principles 
of  the  Constitution . 

Jjord  Darrdey  approved  of  the  proceeding  by  Address, 
in  preference  to  that  by  Bill. 

the  Earl  of  Liverpool*  after  some  observations  from 
Earls  Stanhope  and  Fitzwilliaiu,  and  the  Marquis  of  Lans* 
downe,  as  to  the  form  of  the  motion,  moved  that  a  Com* 
mittee  should  be  appointed  to  assertain  the  usages  of 
Totmg  by  proxy  on  occasions  similar  to  the  present,  and 
that  they  should  make  their  report  on  ^Wednesday. 

[AJjoumcd, 


&BC«  91.]  8TAT£  OF  THE  NATIOX.  185 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^ 

FRIBAT)   DEC*   SI.      . 

M 

BEFOET  OW   TUB   STATE   O^  fHE   NATIOl^. 

Mr.  Lushin^an  brought  up  the  Report 

On  the  question  that  it  should  be  r^--^ 

Sir  Francis  Burdeii  rose  to  oflfer  his  objections  io  some 
of  the  jresblutions,  but  was  informed  by  the  Speaker,  that . 
the  most  proper  time 'for  making  observations  would  be 
when  the  question  was  put,  that  the  House  agree  to  the  said 
resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read ;  the  first  of  them,  which 
declared  the  present  incompetence  of  the  Crowoy  was 
agee^  to  unanimously. 

On  the  question  heing  put  on  the  second,  Sir  FroHcis 
Burdctt  and  Ijord  William  Russell  rose  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  but  Sir  Francis  Burdeii  gave  way  to  Zjord  fVUliaan 
Hiissett. 

Lord  WUUam  JfZii5«e//stated,that  although  there  were  many 
points  in  whichlie  conld  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet, 
yet  in  this  point  he  concurred  with  him^  As  longaiheshould 
find  .the  hon.  baronet  maintaining^octrines  which  tended 
to  preserve  theUberties  ofall  thepeople  of  these  realm8,so  long 
would  the  .boa.  baronet  find  from  hun  as  warm  a  support  as 
from  any  of  bis  most  determined  partizans,  so  far  as  it  was  iit 
the  power  of  his  humble  abilities  to  support  him.  He  was 
himself  old  enough  to  remember  all  the  proceedings  which 
took  place  in  the  year  1788,  and  he  did  not  consider  the 
cases  so  similar  as  to  make  the  same  resolutions  proper  now 
"which  were  then  conceived  to  be  necessary.  He  recol- 
leoted  perfectly  well,  that  Ihe  resolutions  which  were  thea 
a^^reed  to  originated  from  circumstances  which  arose 
in  the  course  of  debate.  An  assertion  was  supposed 
io  have  been  made  bv  his  revered  friend,  the  late  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  Prince  bad  an  absolute  hereditary  right  to 
talkc  upon  himself  the  Regency  during  the  incapacity  or 
his  royal  lather.  Jt  was  on  the  supposition  that  such  an 
assertion  had  been  made,  and  a  claim  of  that  nature  set  up^ 
that  Mr.  Pitt  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  forward 
his  resolutions  in  the  way  of  counter  resolutions.  Then 
mi^t,  therefore,  have  been  at  that  time  isome  necessity  for 
sadi  resolutions  ;  but  it4id  not  follow  that  there  was  th« 
sanic  necessity  now,  when  no  such  expressions  had  bcea 

Vol.  I.--1810.  2  B 
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made  use  of.  lU  did.  dot  conceiviB  that  the  great  seal 
could  at  all  supply  the  place  of  the  Royal  authority ;  and 
if  it  vfns  intended  to  do  so,  he  thouglH  the  person  to  whom  it 
was  entrusted^  ought  to  have  the  power  to  assent  to  or  dis- 
sent  from,  the  proceedings  oT  the  two  Houses^  and  exer- 
cise a  choice  whether  he  was  to  affix  the  seal  ox  not.  He 
could  not  agree  with  the  resolution  which  bad  been  read^ 
and  he  should  therefore  conclude  by  moving  the  previous 
question. 

}Sir  Francis  Bur  dell  ^id,  that  he  concurred  heartily  in 
.what  had  fallen  froiifi  the  noble  lord,  and  he  .thought  that 
the  ground  he  had  taken  was  so  strong  as  ahsolutely  to  re- 
quire an  answer  from  those  who  rested  on  the  necessity  of 
the  case.  Tbos(i  who  pretended,  and,  as  he  thought,  falsely 
pretended,  th^t  the  course  they  recommended  was  founded 
m  necessity,  ought  now .  io  stiew  upon  what  necessity  it 
was  grounded.  If  any  alternative  could  be  pointed  out  to 
them,  they  had  no  right  to  talk  of  necessity.  They  might 
call  it.  expedience,  convenience,  or  any  thing  else  they 
pissed,  but  they  had  no  right  to  call  it  necessity,  no 
thought  very  little  t^eight  ind^  was  due  to  a  mere  ab- 
stract assertion  of  any  former  House  of  Commons,  or  asseih- 
My  like  that,  which  was  'perpetually  changing  its  doctrines, 
aria  on  whose  journals  the  most  direct  coutnuHctions  were 
recorded.  The  gentlemen  who  chose  to  follow  the  pre- 
cedent of  1788  in  a  case  which  totally  differed  from  it,  should 
<f:onsider,  that  to  do  the  same  thing  in  fact,  in  cases  which 
&fkx  materiallv,  may  be  doing  a  very  difierent  thing  in 
principle.  When  it  Was  alted^  that  it  was  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  Houses  to  supply  the  deficfency  in  the  Royal 
power,  be  must  say  he  ackiiowledgod  no  right  in  either  of 
the  Houses,  other  than  what  the  law  gavethem.  On  evei^y 
ground  of  reason  and  analogy  from  other  cases^  Ire  thought 
that  althou^i  it  could  not  be  said  that  there  ^vas  nn  absolute 
and  strict  tight  in  the  Heir-ftjyparctit  to  be  the  Regent,  yet 
that  it  was  evidently  the  mrtst  natural  and  obvious  mode  of 
supplying  thfe  deficiency,  for  the  Heir-apparent  to  exercise 
the  jRoyal  fnnctians  as  in  the  case  of  a  demise  of  the  Oown. 
In  the  earlier  times  of  our  history  it  was  considered  in  the 
tight  of  a  demise  of  the  Crown  when  the  King  was  held 

Imsoncr  by  his  enemies,  or  driven  out  of  the  country. 
5 very  reason  from  expediency  or  analogy  was  in  favont 
nf  immediately  investing  the  Heir«apparent  with  the  whale 
power  of  the  government.    It  appeared  to  hiro^  that  a  great 
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deal  of  lime  bad  been  already  wasted^  and  that  thi$  country 
9U<;;ht  not  to  have  been  suffered  to  remain  six  weeks  under  . 
a  mangled  Constitution,  and  witliout  a  chief  magistrate 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  high  office.  A 
riglit  honourable  gentleman  (&fr.  Carining)  had  yesterday 
in  a  facetious  tone  asked*  ivhellier  he  thought,  that  because 
the  King  was  incompetent,  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
ibouldal^  be  rendered  Incompetent  ?  He  thought  another 
course  might  have  ba^n  pomted  out,  which  would  have 
given  to  the  Houses  tlie  constitutional  igid  and  support  of 
iiiepeople  of  this  Country.  In  more  ancient,  and,  as  h^ 
thought,  in  much  more  pure  times  of  the  constitution,  th^ 
members  of  the  House  (^Commons  conceived  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  have  conferences  with  the  counties  from  whicU 
ihey  were  returned,  and  in  this  manner  the  sense  and  the 
will  of  tlie  people ,  could  be  ascertained  in  cases  of  great 
emergency.  If  such  a  course  bad  been  taken  in  the  present , 
case,  in  less  time  than  the  six  weeks  which  has  now  bepQ. 
wasted,  he  believed  that  the  opinion  of  the  people  could 
have  been  declared  about  the  proper  mode  of  supplying  the 
deficiency  in  the  Royal  power.  The  speech  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (M(.  Canning)  was  replete  with 
jociU^rity,  and  he  congratulated  him  on  having  recovered 
his  good  spirits  and  accustomed  facetiousncss  ;  for  it  had 
been  a  long  time  since  he  had  dispbyed  those  Qualities  tp 
the  House.  Hi$  spirits  had  appeared  under  a  cloiu],  from 
the  time  that  the  ministers  directed  the  dreadful  march  o£ 
death  in  the  Island  of  Walcheren.  At  tuat  time  be  acted* 
.with  a  colleague,  who  was,  in  hisjudgment,  unfit  for  his 
situation  ;  and  for  continuing  in  office  with  a  man  who  lie 
thought  was  most  unfit  to  coiujuct  the  military  affitirs 
of  the  country,  it  appeared  to  him  that  no  minister  deserved 
impeacbroeot  mom  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
Sooie  i)0i»  must  necessarily  have  passed  since  those  events 
.before  it  tvas  possible  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  jresume  alt(^ther  his  native  jocularity  and  facetiousness. 
He  would,  however,  now  repeat,  what  on  last  night  pn^ 
wised  his  mirth,  that  in  former  times  the  Lord  jMajrqr, 
Alderaieo,  aad  Common* councihneo  of  the  city  of  London 
weie  a  wery  jwiportant  body,  and  had  a  considerable 
w^ht  An  all  the  political  afi^s  of  the  country.  He  did 
.aotihink  that  their  pi^esence  would  contaminate  that  House, 
mid  certainly  at  tlie  time  of  the  revolution  they,  as  well  as 
^nany  of  the  nobilKy  and  gentry,  did  wait  on  the  Prince  of 
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Orange,  and  entreat  him  to  take  npon  himself  the  provem- 
menti  What*  would  the  right  bon.  gentleman  think,. if 
the  citizens  of  London  ^rere  now  to  present  an  Address  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales  ?  Though  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now 
affected  to  hold  such  bodies  in  great  contempt,  and  although 
the  interference  of  the  citiasens  of  London  in  political  affairs 
was  treated  as  quite  ridiculous,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did 
not  always  hold  them  in  such  contempt.  When  he  was 
Secretary  of  State,  he  did  not  disdain  to  meet  a  parcel 
of  contmctors  and  loan-jobbers  at  a  public  dinner ;  and 
having  met  them  at  this  dinner,  he  did  not  think  it  beneath 
him  to  lay  before  them  the  state  of  the  nation.  He  agreed 
in  most  tnings  which  had  been  said  by  a  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Homer)  in  the  debate  of  last  night;  but  there  was  one 
thing  in  which  lie  could  not  avoid  mffering.  The  honour- 
able and  learned  grentleman  seemed  to  conceive  that  there 
was  some  law  which  was  above  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
whieh  was  only  to  be  fotmd  in  the  proceedings  of  parlia* 
ment.  From  this  opinion  he  must  totally  dissent.  He 
acknowledged^no  law  superior  to  that  which  was  to  be  found 
in  the  statute  book  ;  and  as  to  the  recorded  proceedings  of, 
parliament,  they  were  so  contradictory,  that  he  could  qot 
see  how  any  thing  could  be  extracted  from  such  an  incon^ 
sistent  mass,  which  deserved  the  name  of  law.  As  to  the 
Constitution,  he  conceived  it  to  be  that  which  was  established 
by  law,  and  not  a  mere  theoretical  CSonstitution  in  the  air. 
It  was  evident  that  the  generality  of  those  who  argued 
upon,  the  Constitution,  difiered  entirely  in  their  ideas  of 
what  was  the  Constitution ;  and  consequently  all  ai^^u- 
mepts  were  like  endeavours*  to  cast  up  the  same  sum  with 
different  figures.  As  to  the  mode  that  was  proposed  for 
supplying  the. deficiency,  it  appeafed  to  him  more  like  a 
complete  subversion  and  usurpation  of  tlie  Crown,  thafi 
the  supplying  its  deficiency.  If  the  two  Houses  wish  to 
create  a  thira  estate,  they  ought  to  create  a  will  also  to 
judge  of  its  necessary  functions.  Now,  the  gentlemen  on 
the  oth^  side  pf  the  House  seemed  to  consider  the  great 
seal  as- something  of  a  magnetic  influence,  a  sort  of  talisman, 
which  could  effect  miracles ;  and  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  seemed  to  think,  that  its  having 
Been  thrown  into  the  Thames  at  the  time  of  the  Revpfutioii^ 
inajde  a  serious  difierence  in  the  question.  The  gentlemen 
pn  the  other  side  mistook  the  principles  of  the  Revolution 
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entirely,  if  they  thought  the  great  seal  or  no  great  seal  was 
of  any  importance  on  that  occasion*    It  was  a  great  prin- 
ciple which  was  settled  at  that  tim^  that  power  originated 
with,  the  people  ;  and  that  there  did  erbt  an  original  con^ 
tract  between  the  Crown  and  the  people,  which,  u  violate^ 
by  the  Crown,  the  power  lawfully  reverted  to  the  people^ 
who  might  confer  it  where  they  thought  proper.    It  way 
this  great,  principle  i^hich  our  ancestors   had   in  their 
thoughts  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution ;  and  the  miserable 
exp^icnt  of  making  a  Sovereign  of  a  great  seal  never  oc* 
cnrred  to  them.    As  for  Ihe  precedent  of  the  resolutions  of 
1788,  he  never  could  admit  that  there  was  any  necessity  or 
^expediency  in  the  House  of  Commons  laying  down  abstract 
propositions,  and  entering  them  on  their  Journals  to.  gorern 
lature  cases,  however  dissimilar  they  might  be  in  the  cir- 
cumstances. -  The  ministers,  however,  bad  been  most  ser« 
▼ile  imitators  of  the  precedent  of  ITSt^,  and  never  seemed  to 
have  c(Hisidered  the  it!ason  why  those  resolutions  were  then 
passed.    Similar  resolutions  were  not  called  for  now,  as 
nobody^  had,  on  thb  occasion,  started  that  doctrine  which 
was  then  so  warmly  discussed.  He,  indeed,  suspected  that  in 
1788,  as  well  as  upon  the  present  occasion,  mmisters  had  a 
reason  which  they  did  not  choose  to  avow,  and  that  was 
to  piodnce  as  great  a  delay  as  possible.    The  resolution 
which  was  now  before  the  House  asserted  a  thing  which 
was  not  true  in  iact,  namely^  that  '*  the  two  Houses /mE^ 
and  jcxrly  represented  all  the  estates  of  the  realm."    Thu 
statement  was  contrary  to  the  fact,  and  it  was  an  assertion 
quite  uncalled  for,  and  therefore,  as  be  thouglit,  most  un- 
wise.     He  therefore  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  that  resolution,  although 
lie  had  very  little  doubt  but  that  the  sense  of  the  House 
iwould  on  this,  as  on  most  questions,  be  the  same  jbs  the 
aense  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or  rather  of  the  treasury 
bimch  on  which  he  sat*    He  thougiit  it,  however,  nedea- 
sary  tp  protest,  as  formally  as  it  was -in  his  power  to  dO| 
against  the  terms  in  which  the  present  resolution  was  con- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Lambe  protested  against  the  delay  which,  was  al- 
lowed to  intervene  in  this  emergency  between  the  suspension 
of  the  Royal  functions  and  the  provision  necessary  to  be 
made  for  it.  A  delay  eveu  of  weeks  without  any  reason 
/QT  advantage  wbuieyei.     ^y  the  dictates  pf  common  senae^ 
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and  ihe  fimdamental  records  of  the  conntrj,  whenever  any 

vaooncj  occaned  in  the  Royal  olBoe^  whether  timt  yacancy 

was  occasioned  by  the  iltaett,  or  the  captivity,  or  by  any 

other  misfortane  of  the  reigoia^  Monarch,  the  rijnit  o€ 

filling  np  snch  vacancy  in^ntly  derolved  upon  the  two 

Uoases  of  Parliaraent.     This^right  was  fully  rabstantiatdl 

by  various  prooeedingv,  by  the  act  of  tbe  Long  FarQament, 

and  by  the  declaratioa  of  Charles  II.    The  principle  of  that 

parlian^ent  was  sound  and  conclasive,  altnou^h  the  argc»- 

Rient.on  which  it  was  founded,  that  of  tbe  King's  with" 

diawiiig  to  York,  might  have  been  olijectionable,  and  al« 

tboagh  their  sabseqoent  proceeding  might  have  been  er^ 

*  roneous.     No  one  was  more  disposed  than  he  was  to  adroit^ 

with  tlie  lioooumble  baronet,  that  there  were  defects- in  the 

represetitatioii  of  that  House.    No  one  was  more  willing  to 

contend  for  tbe  necessity  of  some  reform ;   but  stiU  he  nmsl 

dedare  tha^  until  such  reform  took  place,  their  assemblage 

was.kgal.    Tbe  hon.  baronet,  anxious  as  he  was  in  his 

efforts  to  prevent  anarchy,  ooght  to  consider  in  reality 

what  an  aaarcliy  ho  was  introducing  by  thus  sweeping  away 

at  one  blow  all  the  parliaoientary  acts  for  one  hundred  years 

back — by  thus  reducing  them  at  once  to  their  primary 

assemblies.    The  honourable   baronet's  own  proceedings 

were  at  direct  variance  with  his  principles.    Thus,  some 

time  ago  he  applied  to  the  House  for  the  appointment  of  a 

Committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  tbe  representation  ; 

on  this  proceeding,   if  agreed  to,  no  doubt  ha  intended  to 

ibund  a  billy    Now  where  was  the  use  of  the  hon.  baronet's 

application,  or  where  would  be  the  validity  of  his  bill,  in 

case,  as  he'  de«;lared>  that  House  was  not  legally  convened  ? 

(Utar  !  he4frl)     So  much  for  the  constitutional  doctrine 

of  tbe  boa.  baronet.     Now,  with  respect  lo  the  delay  which 

Jiad  loJieA  place,  be  must  say  he  thought  that  delay  very 

pernicious  I  and  fo  far  diflered  from' the  right  hon.  gentl^ 

-flwn  opposite^    It  was  right  in  the  House,  all  would  aUow, 

»to  taice  eflectual  measures  for  the  supply  of  the  daficiencies 

•in  tbe  executive;  but,  could  any  peraon  say  that  it  was 

right  in  them  to  defer  this  duty  week  after  week,  and  pn>* 

<ecd  from  one  adjournment  to  another  ?      Who  knew  what 

inight  be  the  effects  of  such  delay — tbe  injury  of  die  pm- 

cedont-^the  danger  of  the;  example — ^the  detriment  wfaich 

iniist  ensue  to  the '  public  service  i      Delicacy  had  beea 

(assigned  as  the  reason  and  the  apology.    He  was  very 

rciidy  to  allow  every  deference  lo  that  delicacy  within  the 


DBC.  21.]  STATK  Olf  THE    KATION.  191 

boQflds  of  ^scftetion-^he  ivas  grilling  to  do  it  abstfaciedly 
m  wdt  as  individiialljr.  It  ims  impoonble  not  to  see  this 
desire  in  the  general  sympathy  of  the  country — ^it  \nm 
impossible  not  to  ste  the  j^rcat  bulwark  .raised  round  tho 
Monarch  by  the  unirersal  respect  and  compassion^ivhich  he 
excited.  (Hear J)  Abstractedly,  indeedi  tvery  deiicacy 
was  due  to  kings.  Jt  was  the  misfortune  of  their  high 
station,  that  «?ery  act  they  did  was  the  source  of  observap 
tion — their  lires^  their  errois,  their  fiiilings,  their  mS^ 
fortunes,  even  their  very  maladies  were  stibjeot  to  an  inqui* 
sttion.  (Hear / hear !)  The proceedingby  Bill  he ^epre* 
cated  altogether.  As  to  its  having  more  weight  than  au 
addTi?s»,  he  confessed  himself  incapaMe  of  conceiring.  He 
could  not  see  how  a  commission  executed  by  a  iwdy  could 
possibly  have  more  efficiency  than  the  act  of  the  body  it* 
self,  whence  that  commission  emanated*  The  proceeding 
by  Bill  he  thought  illegal :  but  even  supposing  it  wag 
equally  legal  witu  that  by  Address,  still  could,  not  every 
object  be  as  well  attained  by  the  latter  ?  Couki  not  every 
limitation  be  as  efl^ctually  imposed  ^  Could  sot  any  pro* 
Ttsions  be  as  well  engrafted  on  the  Addresses  they  werte  in 
a  former  instance  on  the  declaration  of  rights  ?  He  did  aot 
wish,  constitutionally  speaking,  to  trust  to  the  discretion  of 
any  Regent,  or  of  any  King — it  was  right  to  suqiect  tbem^ 
not  personally,  but  political^— it  was  right  t6  watch  oyer 
them  with  a  vigilance,  whicn,  without  supposing  them  un- 
just, might  prevent  their  being  so.  To  those  who  wookl 
My  that  the  mode  of  address  freed  the  R^nt  from  thifl  su»* 
picion,  be  Would  ask,  did  not  the  mode  by  Bill  raihet  tend 
to  throw  that  suspicion  upon  Parliament  ?  Did  it  not  go  to  say 
that  the  moment  the  Prince  came  into  power,  he  might  ior 
fluence  the  House^  and  fritter  away  the  limitatioDs  ? 

The^mode  by  address  was.adopted  at  tlie  Resolution,  and 
yet  King  William  did  not  escape  ^m  the  limitations*.  It 
"Was  true  he  wisb<^  to  evade  some  of  them,  as  in  the  instance 
of  the  triennial  act  and  another ;  but  still  in  the  end  he  was 
obliged  to  assent^  and  Parliament  was  finally  triumphant. 
The  act  of  the  Prince  or  Regent  in  agreeing  to  the.  address 
would  be  voluntary  ;  whereas  he  mignt  deem  the  imposition 
/by  Bill  as  compulsory.  It  was  better,  in  his  opinion/ to 
trust  to  the  honour  (>f  the  Prince  i  and  on  this  account,  as 
well  as  others,  he  preferred  the  proceeding  by  Bill  rather 
than  Address. 

Mr.  Stephen  was  relieved  much  from  any  necessity  ef 
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giving  an  answer  to  th*^  honourable  baronet^  bylbe  Tery 
eloquent  and  arfpimentalive  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down.  The  pvecedent  of  J 788,  he  conid 
not  help  ob^rving,  had  not  only  been  treated  not  with 
rei>:pect)  but  even  with  obloanjr  and  contempt.  On  this 
precedent  the  three  estates  had  acted  ;  thej  had  proceeded 
precisely  as  the  report  now  called  upon  the  Committee  to 
act.  It  was  perhaps  the  only  precedent  which  could  be 
found ;  and  those  who  were  so  very  ready  to  condemn  it, 
ought  to  recollect,  that  our  constitdtbn  had  not  been 
fqunded  upon  any  positiye,  immutable  system,  but  upon  a 
variety  of  act3;  someof  them  without  precedent  or  imita- 
tion>  and  all  of  them  at  difierent  times.  It  was  the  practice 
of  the  Constitution  which  made  the  Constitution..  The 
Constitution  was  isolated  also,  and  differed  much  from  many 
other  ads  which  might  come  under  daily  consideration. 
Thus  they  all  knew,  that  though  the  Crown  was  heredi- 
tary, the  crown  of  the  Constitution  which  made  it  so  was 
peculiar  and  solitary.  It  was  different  from  all  other  regu* 
lations,  with  respect  to  the  descent  of  common  property. 
For  instance,  if  females  succeeded,  they  did  not  succeed  by 
a  coparcenary  inheritance  as  in  private  life,  but  by  right  of 
primogeniture.  Thus,  on  tlie  decease  of  Edward,  when  the 
two  sisters,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  were  left  in  soccession, 
Mary  9  as  eldest  sister,  ascended  the  throne.  There  were 
many  other  instances  in  which  single  precedents  were  all  m 
which  posterity  would  have  to  proceed,  and  therefore  they 
ought  not  to'  be  treated  contemptuously  because  they  were 
not  Aumerous.  The  act  of  1788,  so  far  from  being  less 
than  a  precedent,  was  now  something  more — it  yvos  become 
a  canon  of  the  Constitution-«-a  broad,  immutable  principle^ 
which,  in  every  3ubsequent  temporary  suspension  of  the 
Royal  functions,  devolmi  upon  the  two  Houses  the  right  of 
remedying  such  suspension,  and  even  clearly  point^  out 
the  manner  of  such  remedy.  That  manner  was  by  Bill,  and 
not  by  Address — it  not  only  established  the  proceeding  by 
Bill,  but  it  negatived  the  proceeding  by  Address.  They 
had  an  exigency  similarto  that  of  17^ :  they  had  the  pro- 
ceeding adopted  by  Parliament  to-meet  that  exigency;  and 
they  had  the  subsequent  confirmation  of  the  recovered 
Kin^.  Something  had  been  said  with  respect  to  the  heat  of 
parties  at  the  time,  and  the  motives  by  which  the  three 
measures  were  originated.  Such  remarks,  did  not»  in  hit 
opinion^  deserve  an  answer ;  and  he  would  not,  Uierefore, 
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the^q^  .The  piecfdeht,  aUoaethier,  inde^ij^m^  tq  Of 
coi^sidered  as  ah  ebsurdUvi  ff'TrauiV^as  KttTe  li^  i)iao.  digK^ 
tri^pii  to  the  Constitution.  CMw !  hiar  /J  ' '  ^^bat  \ 
'  WOuIJl  it  be  said  by  ilie  ac^oiirievrs  of  the  ^evoIuUm^^^  thak 
tJioM^  who  followed  the  tracV  pointed  oiii  t^  ibe  tafee  fis^ 
taifs  of  IhQ  realm  were  tniitojrsio  thetCoiiaiitbtioa?^  ^^% 
tliea,  say  tbey^  abandoning  this  ground,  an  Addrev  is  moif^ 
Expedient.  How  t  by  what  means  ?  It  was  eas^  to  niafceaf^ 
assertion ;  bat  that  (issertion  could  d^rve  but  little  cjfediti 
posuf^rted  as  it  was  b^  one  single  reason.  The  noiKmr;* 
abtejraitlcman  who  had  just  sat  d^Ura  had,  indeea.  ^i(^y  that 
Uie  Prince  s  sense  of  hc^nour  would,  no  aoubL  ioduQQ  Jiioi 
io  attend  (o  the  limitations  proposed  in  the  AaUr^.  Tbai^ 
boo.  member  had,  however^  himself  givenlhe  answer  to  tlu^ 
argument,  where  he  said,  ana  wiselj^  sjetid^  ibaV  princef 
pugbi  aiiyaysto  be-yie>ved  with  suspjicion.  f  Jjejir,  ^ear/J( 
J^erspqal  confidence  ought  ipdeed  never  to  be  made  tlf^ 
ba^is  of  legislation.  But  why.  trust  to  the  v^ruhtary  or  ai« 
pricioos  admission  of  the  resstriptmns,  wben  th^  could'  qt^ 
made  eOki^nt  ^  the  mode  of  Bill.?  ({  bad  l^ii  ask€4y 
*'  Would  tbe  people  be^  froni  the  .Hegeht  a  violation  of  tb§ 
conditions  of  tne  Address  r*  If  tb  is  was  meant  as  an  argq.* 
meoti  li  ^as  easily  apswe^  by  askings  ^'  VV'ptt^  the  peopta 
bear  that. he  should  violate  ^e  liniimtions  of  a  pillr'  l| 
foerew^l^  point  of  honour  in  the  business^  that  point  ^ 
jlbhoor  ii^adp  bptb  ijrays.;  aji^d  tl^e  ^fihqe  would  be  jusjt  scf 

Eiucb  bouii^in  we  way  as;;^hotber-  Tbe  hbn.  l^^mne^  h^ 
rriiu^  to,  the  period  f>(  iHe  Revolution,  had.  said^  ^^^  lA 
Sijj«ii|ed  little  wb^it ,  was  done  with  the  great  seal ;.  aiid  ba^ 
5^culedtbridf3(i  of^j^t^isviYM^ic  effixit  befn^'a^tep)^  t^ 
f^  an  io^truin^t.  pertaJMily  no  UUsqianfp'e^t  iji^ 
sooght  to.lfe  aitfiVnt^  tolbe  seals  c^a.s^af— itsii^i^ 
w^'  what  becami?  of  tbe  inftrumentr-rrif  it  v^^  lbsi»ji  99^ 
mon  silversinith'  might  supply  the  loss*.  Biit  the  g^uesUofg 
wasy  who  would  untbirise  tbe  affixing  of  Ahat  seal  to  any 
docomoit  ?  The  leai^  as  a  ami,  had  no  effect  %  but  who  at 
that  time  would  apply  it  to  itk  official  pat[k^,  riz.  the 
giving  currency  to  the  Royal  signature }  (  LMUl  cheers  from 
ih^  OpposUian  tide)*  The  times,  howeVer^  in^  and  now^ 
were  cliffeieDt ;  and  acts  .might  be  warranted  at  preMnt 
which  then  wooM  have  been  i|n warrantabk.  >  Then,  the 
Kiog  Wd  ttbdicttled ;  now^  thp  tbj(one  is  full :  tbe^»  tber  sirt 
vortld  bwre  btaa  Ihe  9Ct  of  the  PafUMmt;  miTf  1^  tbfe 
Vol.  I— mo.      -  SC  ^ 
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aeal  be  affixed  as  they  chose,  it^'8(ilt  most  be  kffized  in  the 
name  of  the  reigning  tn6parcfar,  Geotge  the  Third.  (Jfearl 
kariy  A  complaint  had  been  made  \vith  respect  to  the 
oelay  which  had  taken  place :  be  Was  sorry  for  such  a  com- 
plaint^ because  the  complaint  argued  a  crime ;  and  if  any 
drimei  existed,  it  was,  not  the  cHme  of  the  minister^  but  the 
erime  of  the  House;  for  the  House  had*  acceded  to  tlie 
delayt  '  Far,  however,  from  altributing  blame  to  such  con- 
duct, in  his  opinion,  it  rather  deserved  panegyHc^t  arose 
inde^  out  of  the  very  evidence  of  the  jAiysicians,  which 
had  been  last  night  so  much  misrepresented,  and  which 

Save  every  hope  of  an  ultimate  recovery..  That  evidence, 
eclaring  a^  it  did,  that  the  King's  constitution  was  sound 
and  ^Qbroken,  fully  warranted  the  delay — not  only  war- 
ranted  it,  but  made  it  so  necessary  and  imperative,  that 'he 
(bad  li^le  doubt  any  unworthy  eagerness  on  the  part  of  that 
House  woulH  have  been,  and  most  deservedly,  reprobated  by 
every  voice  in  the  Country.  There  was  one  pssage  in  the 
Report  of  the  physicians  which  could  not  iail  of  giving  a 
melancholy  pleasure  to.  all  who  perused  it  t  it  was  that  in 
which  they  unanimously  attributed  his  Mdjesty*s  complaint 
to  the  affliction  of  his  parental  mind  at  the  suflerings  of  a 
beloved  child.  This  statemeht,  which  attributed  so  amiable . 
an  origin  to  the  disease,  carried  within  itself  the  consolation 
of  a  speedy  recovery.  When  the  extrinsic  shock  by  which 
the  system  had  been  violated,  died  awtky-^when  the  self* 
aapporting  energy  of  the  constitution  be^n  to  act,^  as  all 
agreed  it  now  had,  then  the  speed  of  the  re^istateraent  might 
be  fiiirly  expected  to  be  proportionate  to  the  violence  of  the 
attack.  <'  But,"  said  Mr.  Stephen,  ^*  how  amiable  is  tlve 
6t4gin  of  out  present  calamity  !  Who  is  there  diat  does  Hot 
Sympathise  in  the  feeUng  by  which  it  has  been  caused !  Who 
that  doefi/  not  recall  the  nne  description  of  a  Uiing  pd^t, 
H/hbsb  images  not  only  fire  the  imagthatioh,  but  takctiht 

Biatt:—      '  •  •'      • 

**  Some  feelings  are  to  mortlds  given 
<   With  lets  of  earth  Id  them  tluwl  faearea ! 
->   ,    If  ihere'satesu^— ahuoutatear^  f 

.  From  passion's  drois  refined  and  clear** 
A  tear  so  gentle  and  so  meek. 
It  would  not  stain  an*anfl»r8  cheeky 
Tit  that  which  pious  famen  shed         • 
.    Upon  a  duteous  daughter's  head!"— 

Ob !  if  snch  be  the  eostanes  of  paternal  love^  what  mnit  be 
Ae  ajgbnles  of  its  sorrow  I  If  such  be  its  eDJoynMits,  how 
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acRte»iii«irt  he  its  mnga  I  When  I  lopk  into  the  repoit  of 
the  pkysiQifUfaf  anc^  aee  the  iather'a  solicUude  for  hb  childly 
the  8orrow3wit^  wh>ch  he  heard  of  her  suffisring-'-the  anxiety 
with  which  he  watched  her.  struggles — when  I  see  there,  for  . 
weei^S'and  months^  how  he  vibrated  between  hooe  and  fisar^ 
his  compassion  prayinff  for  her  release,  while  nis  loTe  be- 
sought from  Heaven  her  recovery — ^1  am  almost  ai&cted 
even  to  tears !    I  think  I  see  the  poor  old  parent  tottering  to 
the  bed  of  his  afflicted  child-— weeping  over  her  agonies,  * 
watching  over  her  pijo^ressr— with  iauherin^  voice  asking 
for  hope  in  vain— with  sad  kmentation  viewing  the  last, 
beams  of  her  departing  spirit,  hearing  the  last  throb  of  her ' 
interrupted  respiration,  and  at  lengthy  with  feeble  hand,  re- 
ceiving the .  fatal  ting — the  last  token  of  the  prematuie  > 
victim  whose  most  anxious  act  was  the  consolation  of  her , 
aged  father's  grief,  and  the  justification  of  his  fondness — 
her  life  passed  m  filial  love,  and  shewing 

*'  The  ruling  jMision  strons  in  death''— 
When  I  diink  upen.this  scene,  and  on  fifty  years  adorned 
by  every  private  virtue  and  public  benefit,  1  congratulate 
the  House  on  a  delay  which  has  marked  the  delicacy  of  our, 
feelings,  without  impeding  the    progress  of   our  duty.*' 
(Hear !  hear!  hear!) 

Mu  CW.Wymie  contended,  that  the  House  was  not 
warranted  b^  arming  this  subject  by  a.  reference  U^  thd 
virtues  of  his  Majestv  during  a  reign  of  fifty  years,  on  the 
one  hand;  ndir  on  the  other,  by  expatiating  on  the  virtues 
of  the  Prince  df  Wales,  and  the  coondence  that  might  wdl 
be  placed  in  tllat  illustrioos  penon.  They  had  to  decide 
upon  a  great  constitutional  question,  and  should  in  de- 
bating it  consider  the  situation  .of  a  king  generally,  not  of 
the  reigning  Sovereign,  nor  of  the  present  Prince  of  Wales. 
He  agreed  in  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  resolution,'  that 
it  was  the.  right  and  duty  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Executive  functions ;  but  he 
was  confident  that  right  was  sufficientlv  established  by 
having  the  resolution  voted  in  1788,.  and  that  it  was  wholly 
unnecessary  to  pass  the  resolution  in  this  instance :  but  aa 
the  resolution  bad  received  the  sanction  of  a  coipmittee,  he; 
did  not  think  it  right  to  get  rid  of  it  now  by  the  previous 

Juestion^  lest  that  might  bring  the  principle  into  doubt. 
[e  concurred  in  the  two  first  resolutions,  and  thought  it 
would  be  for  the  convenience  of  the  House  to  take  the  de* 
bate  upon,  the  third  resolution.    It  was  unpleasant  ana 


196  THE  pxii^YA^isWrAitY  Afehi^TRR.  {coik. 

ydfnfttl  io  him  oK  t%is  o^J${6n  f'p  diffiMf"  fK>m  tWose  lie  niUjit. 
*  Wrf  and  tttpecterf ;  btit  ^e  Vas  *  to  d^tfle  Up0n  a  CdiiMftii- 
t&n^l  dtic^tioh,.and  cou(d  not  give  up  hi^  j^rijf/eijbl«^  in  d^- 
wlicc  t6  the'tijdi^t  or  roost Veycrea  faiitlittmlte.  The  thfi*' 
lesofutibfi  res^^.  upon  the  two  precetliifig  fesohitioits.  '  If  the 
t^o  Rouses  snoutd  at  once  Aiihci  t^e  keeper  of  the  great  ikA 
la  ailix  ft  to  i^  confiny^sion  for  declaring  the  Rojarassetit  to 
a  BilV  i^^t  proceeding  wbdid  bp  a  liutHfy ;  the  Bill  wottld 
nbi  be  an  Act  of  Pkili^nient ;  and  no  coiiit  b(  justice  wonkl 
be  tjouiid  tbVfaKe  notice  of  it.  But  in  this  case,  the  two 
noiis^  VHl  have.  pTreviously  declared  the  incapacitjr  of  the 
Sbvcrefen^  anA  from  this  lyonld  arte  their  anlhorlty  io 
order  tn\;  Klng*s  own  seal  io  be  affited  to  the  Commission. 
These  previous  resolutions  weie  the  basis  of  the  proceedihg 
of  the  Ubuse,  as.wiihout  siic^h  declaration  of  the  tact  and  of 
the  rignt,  any  fabric  that  ipay  be  raised  upon  the  third 
resolution  would  not  stand  the  slightest  touch.  In  either 
course  of  proceeding,  by  Bll{  or  b^  Address,  the  courts,  of 
law  wbula'be  dbtigtii  to  take  notiee  of  them.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  Movf  that  the  proceeding  by  BiM  wdutd  be 
iQegal.    There  was  nothing  obligatorr  in  the  House  io 

Sroceed  by  either  coutse  more  than  by  tne  ot)ier.     It  had  in- 
eed  beenargufsd,  that  the  precedent  of  l7B8.had  established 
a^  i^ew  canon  of  ^e  (3onstitution.    If  the  learned  gentleman 
irho  used  that  argumenti  and  who  sat  in  that  House  in  con- 
sequence ()f  the  union  with  Ireland,  had  used  it  previous  to 
the  unTon,  it  mi^ht  have  had  some  weight ;  but  at  present 
tWraitfemen  who  represented  Ireland  hud  as  good  a  right 
tb,raer  tjo.  the  prececfent  of  tlie  Irish  Parliament.     It  bad 
^bo  been  said,  that  the  precedent  of  1788  h&d  been  finally 
ii|tifie^,by  the  K,ingj  as  the  bills  which  had  been  introdneecl  * 
dttdng'tti^  prog^res;  of  the  Regency  Bill  had  been  complf^fed. 
}fiat  aif  t/ those  btll^  however^  had  passed  either  House; 
anfl*^  lit  an  erchts,  ttet  House  would  not  allow  either  the 
Kipj^  Of  ttye  other  Hou^  to  advert  to  the  progiess  of  ahjr 
Mqnspres  it  passed,  except  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
flMt  Ouj  had  been  lead  three  times.    Yet,  after  all,  this 
waa  ttnt  a  technical  view  of  the  question.    The  King^s 
speech  was  always  considered  the  speech  of  his  ministers,  ap* 
jp^^ring  of  theilr  own  meittUTes ;  and  in  the  OommiMioners* 
S{Meeh;^ which  had  been  sb  much  dwell  upon,  there  was 
w$Ma\0a  whatever,  to  knj  of  the  bills  before  the  House 
Hi  €ie  time.    As  to  the  ai)^ment,  that  the  proceeding  by^ 
Addim  wai^  not  to  opisdient  iM  Aat  by  fiUl>  hem«stooa« 
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tead  Om  the  AMrm,  if  accepted  bj  tlie  Regent,  witb  ili 
acconipanytiig  cdiMlitioiis^  ^&M  teve  the  iwoe  of  aa  act 
o^  l^niameivt.  It  trouU  be  as  absurd  to  think  of  pio- 
vidinff  for  girmgiitt  assent  of  the  Kincr,  whom  they  had 
alteady  declared  incapable^  to  the  Bill  of  the  right  boii. 
gentleman,  as  it  wouk)  have  been  to  have  provided  ht 
giving  the  attent  of  James  II.  to  the  act  declaring  his  abdi* 
cation.  The  functions  of  the  Executive  were  suspended^ 
and  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  House  to  proceed  in  the  plainest 
way  to  supply  the  defect.  The  argument,  that  the  deiajr 
arose  from  the  opposition  to  the  course  proposed,  amounted 
to  this,  that  if  the  House  would  implicitly  agree  to  aH  the  < 
measures  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  they  waaM 
be  sooner  completed.  The  course  by  Bill  was  tedious  in 
its  process,  and  necessarily  must  be  attendied  with  delay. 
The  simpler  course  would  be  to  declare  the  incapacitv,  and 
to  provide  at  once  for  supplying  it  by  Address.  A  right 
hon.  gentleman  had»  on  a  former  night,  supposed  a  oasexif 
4iua  Regent  being  advised  to  overturn  the  whole,  poliey  of 
tlla state;  but  hd  would  suppose  a  case  not  less  urgent  hi 
lendering  the  immediate  supply  of  the  Executive  functions 
necessary.  Suppose  the  Cabinet  had  resolved  to  evacuate 
Anrtngal,  against  the  opinion  or  Lord  Wellington  ;  would 
ibtii  General,  having  the  declaration  of  both  Houses  as  to  • 
the  incapacity  of  the  King  before  him,  feel  bound  to  obey 
an  order  from  tlie  earl  of  Liverpool  to  withdraw  from  the 
I^insula  ?  Could  he,  for  disol)eying  it,  be  punished  by 
any  court-martial  or  civil  court  ?  He  concurred .  in  the 
opinion  of  lord  Camden  in  1788,  that,  during  the  King^s 
ifioapacilv,  the  functions  of  the  Executive  government  are 
suspended*  But  if  tliere  were  no  other  argument  in  favour 
of  the  Address  thau  that,  they  ought  to  take  care  not  i9 
ustlTp  the  Executive  power.  The  soundest  principle  of  the 
ponstitution  was,  that  which  kept  the  executive  and  legis- 
lative powers  distinct.  If  the  House  could  now  provide  for  . 
giving  the  Royal  assent  to  a  Bill,  they  might  on  another ' 
•oco^UMi^  where  the  same  necessity  mny  not  exist.  He  dtil 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  Houses  of  Parliament  should  decide 
in  tfaiff  instance  from  any  contemplation  of  any  future  evil, 
which  might  result  from  the  precedent ;  but  when  tw« 
courses  presented  themselves,  tfae^'  ought  to  adopt  ih«t 
which  was  plainest  and  least  objectionable.  He  bad  a 
respect  for  the  precedent  of '1788,  but  that  had  not  been 
acted'  upon ;  whereas  the  precedent  ijt  the  Revolution  had 
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been  ivMy  and  stood  the  test  of  time*    On  aU  thijie.giDtimjbly 
he  shouTd  prefer  the  mode  of  proceoding  by  Address*     . 

Mr.  fi'Uherforc€y  upon  the  fullest  consider^tiQii  bc:^aiild. 
j^lve  the  quefitioo,  remnined  of  the  same  opiiwon  as  formerly*  - 
He  could  not  but  consider  it  rather  strange,  that  those  boD«  • 
gentlemen,  "who  were  so  sanguine  in  discovering  objections  • 
to  the  course  recommended  by  his  right  honourable,  friend, . 
should  speak  of  their  own  plans  in  general  term^s,  without . 
adverting  io  any  of  the  objections  to  which  they  Were  liable. 
For  himself,  he  thought  that  they  had  only  a  choice  of 
difficulties, « and  that  no  plan  (hat  could  be  proposed  would 
be  frde  from  objections.     The  House  was  in  this  instance 
transcending  the  line  which  ought  in  ordinary  times  to 
bound  their  proceedings.     He  would  ^rant  that  they  were 
substaQtively  al)Out  to  usurp  a  part  of  Uic  Executive  power : 
but  the  necessity  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country^  of 
providing  for  its  safety,  obliged  them  to  resort  to  a  course 
certainly  objectionable,  and  he  would  add  anomalous,  if  it - 
were  not  consistent  with  the  course  of  proceedings  adopj(ed> 
in  the  courts  of  law  irr cases  concerning  the  right  and  security  * 
of  landed  property.     But  it  was  contended  tiiat  they  ought . 
to  proceedT  in  a  clear  and  simple  manner,  by  appointing  a  • 
Rf^nt  at  once  in  a  bold  and  manly  way.    If  they  should; 
take  that  course,    however,    the    Regent,   accepting    the 
Address  with  condition5,  would  have  no  more  autnority 
than  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  would  give  hiip.    Would 
such  a  course  satisfy  thcconstitutionalline  that  should  bound 
tbcir  proceedings  ?    So  far  from  doing  the  thing  iu  a  manly  * 
way,  it  would  be,  in  truth,  at  the  time  they  pretended  to . 

five  the  Royal  authority,  to  impose  conditions  upon  the. 
Urgent  in'an  irregular  manner.     He  would  own,  any  course 
would  not  be  tree  from  objections  ;  but  in  the  mode  of  pro- . 
ceedit^g  proposed   by  his  right  honourable  friend,   they 
would  be  treading  in  the  steps  of  the  Constitution.     When 
he  considered  the  acutencss  of  those  gentlemen  who  recom*. 
mended  the  mode  of  Address,  he  could  not  help  calling  to 
mind  what  had  taken  place  on  the  former  case  in  1788^ 
though  ^unquestionably  the  discussion  had  been  hitherjto 
conducted  with  a  very  different  temper*     Yet  he  coiild  not. 
but  bring  to  mind,  that  the  discussions  had  on  that  occasion 
grown  out  of  a  claim  of  right.  .  It  was  the  more  necessary, . 
therefore,  though  the  right  was  not  now  claimed,  to  follow 
the  former   precedent,    lest  a  departure  from  it,  in  this 
nstance,  might  lead  to  an  assertion  of  the  right  again  on  , 


•  ' 
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the  part  of  some  fatnre  l^inee  of  Wales,  if  the  same  ca1a» 

mifoufl  incapacity  shonld   unfoirt^natelj  befiilt   a  -fiitum 

Soyereign.    Th^  talue  of  the  pteeedent  was,  that  it  wo«i(d 

*  settle  the  question ;  and  if  thej^  weie  to  depart  from  it, 

there  was  no  saying  what  difficulties  and  ill  consequences 

might  follow.     It  Iras  of  great  Importance  fot  them  to 

pun^oe  a  bourse  Vrhich  was  defined  and  settled.     It  was  the 

glory  iff  the  Co^titution  of  this  country,  that'tbey  wete 

there  debating  in  bloodless*  contest  those  questions  which  in 

fotmer  timesweredecidedby  armitein  the  field,  and  deluged 

tbecourttry  with  blood.    The  confirnistion  of  the  former   • 

precedent  by  adopting  it  now,  would  put  an  end  to  any 

future  contests.    -  They  ought  therefore  to  abstain  from 

opening,  on  this  occasion,  a  question  which  intheformer 

instance  had  been  so  completely  settled  upon  due  d^libem- 

tion.     He  did  not  feel  attached  to  the  former  precedent  on 

the  same  grounds  as  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend    (Mr. 

Stephen),  who,  ftom  his  legal  habits,  nifi^ht  be  induced  to 

adbene  to  it  as  a  point  solemnly  determined,  but- from  a 

cofisidemtion  of  its  tendency  to  promote  the  security  of  the 

Constitution  and  the  happiness  of  the  pi^ople.     He  tbobghf, 

that  in  the  couree  of  the  debate  last  night  gentlemen  had 

argued  too  much  from  tl^e  present  circumstances  of  the 

-Aoyal  Family,  rather  than  from  the  principles  which  ought 

to  guide  the  coodoct  of  the  House  of  Commons.     It  was*  to 

the  eternal  honour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  his  Royal 

Highness,  and  indeed  every  member  of  the  Royal  Fanrily, 

seemed  by  their  conduct  to  consider  every  thing  in  tfan 

'Country  as  the  child  and  cn^ature  of  the  l«iwa ;  and  thiit 

irhatever  his  sentiments  might  be  upon*  the  subject,  his 

Royal  Highness  was  waiting  with  dignity  for  the  decision 

of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  ;-^  line  of  contluet,  than 

lirhiob  nothing*  could  be  more  constitutional,  nor.hoW  out  a 

lairifr  prospect  of  what  was  to  be  expected  under  his  futuf^ 

SovemmenU  But  however,  they  ougnt  not'to  advert  to  such 

points ;  they  should  act  upon  great  public  principles.    If 

they'  were  to  adopt  any  coursci  which  might  lead  to  the 

le^aasertion  of  the  right,  there  was  no  knowing  into  what 

fiituns  daggers  it  might  plunge  the  country.    They  must 

heatr  in  miml,  that  on  this  occasion  they  were  legislating  for 

all  soccessive  generations,    it  was  therefore  the  more  in« 

ennibent  upon  them  to  settle  finally  a  questioUj  which,  if 

left  ope0|  might  be  attended  hereafter  with  the  most  alarming 

oaascq^eacei.    As  to  the  particular  restrictions  proposed^ 
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J^  sIiOBjd  not  thi»k  i^  ri§kt  to  give  a  basly  opwioa,  but 
•boukl  reserve  what  b€.  hnd  to  say  remcting  tbe .  sub* 
oidiDate  part  of  the  measure^  till  it  iuoold  be  befisr^ 
IbeHoqse.  If  he  understood  bis  right  bonburable  frifrtid 
light,  he  did  not  appear  to  insist  upon-  those  subprdioate 
.pEirtSy  sp  as  to  pie^uae  any  modification  of  th/imif  in  dqppw 
if  not  in  ^obstanoe.  As  to  what  had  bcQi  said  respeduig 
4be  dday  which  had  ,takeq  place,  he  should  oqly  obs^rnB^ 
i^^i  if  a  speculating  philosopher  io  another  conntrv  ^WW 
icoBtemplating  the  wtiole  transactiooF,  ;vDd  that  wboa  fti? 
Iqie  historians  should  record  it  for  posterityf  it  would  be 
|be  highest  honour  ^o  the  present  times,  and  the  gveat  gbifjr 
fli* the  British  constitution,  that  the  two  Houses  of  Parliat 
ment  were  quietly  settling  (questions,  which  uodpr  othpr 
systems  of  government,  and  in  different  times,  would  have 
been  decided  by  violence  and  blood. 

'  jifr.  Graitafi  rose,  and  remarked  thai  the  qucsticm  might 
be  considered  as  It  affected  the  Coostititiicin  of  the  couih 
4179  and  as  it  might  influence  the  situatiotf  of  puUie 
affiiifs*  We  bdield  that  constitution  in  a  manner  sos* 
pended,  and  it  followed  that  it  was  the  daty  of  the  estates  of 
the  lealm  to  supply  what  was  deficient  in  it,  and  to  restoie 
il  to  it»  former  vigour.  This,  however,  he  coooeiyed 
Mii^ht  be  done  by  the  representatives  of  the  estates  al- 
mdy  assembledi  and  he  did  not  see  the  neosmity  of  resoiiiag 
Io  tflose  conventions  which  were  necessary  ia  proctaiming 
the  pi-inciples  of  prim«ival  government.  But  the  finst  duty 
of  live  estates,  consisting  of  Lords  and  Commons,  evidently 
was  to  provide  a  third,  as  the  only  means  of  giving  sjubsiv 
qaelit  colour  and  force  to  their  proceeding,  i|od  of  givitig 
.io  their  measures  aitd  ordinances  a  legishiiive  aadctiori. 
.Their  right  to  do  this  was  Xupported  by  the  tiecessity  Af 
;lhe  case,  and  by  the  paiareouot  obligation  «f  pieserviiig 
the  )>ofity  and  integrity  of  the  conatiliitioB.  There  ooaM 
be  no  li^islatioa  without  a  co«opeHting  third  estate. 
Whai  that  was  provided,  they  became  a  .cxHDplete  and 
perfect  Parliament,  as  iUostrated  by  the  period  ex  the  B^ 
volation.  To  the  precedent  which  that  eveal  furnished, 
lie  directed  the  attention  of  the  House;  for  it  waa  a  piectf- 
dent  not  moi^  obviously  distinguished  from  that  oC  1788» 
by  the  circumstance  of  the  abdication  of  the  seining  Mo^ 
narcb,  than  by  its  having  been  effisctoal,  sakitary  is  ite 
operation,  and  strengthened  in  the  ao<;|utescence  of  Ih^ 
|>€ople.    The  Bill  of  1788  neter  bad  parsed  boA  Houses  ; 
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and  had  it  bi'cn  passed,  it  was  impossible  to  say  bow  the 
country  at  large  won  Id  have  regarded  it.  Yet  at  that  time  it 
was  deemed  most  expedient  to  adopt  the  mode  of  an  Ad-> 
dress.      The  exercise  of  the  Execntive  power  might  be/ 
sometimes  entrusted  without  danger  to  the  ininslera  of 
of  the  Crown  acting  upon  their  personal  responsibility,  but 
the  assumption  of  tne  Executive  functions  by  the  two 
Houses  was  to  be  defended  on  no  principle.    Yet  these 
functions  they  .would  usurp,  by  forging  a  contrivance  to 
procure  the  name  of  the  King,  as  the  ground-work  of  an 
after«proceeding,  which  was  to  provide  fbr  the  Royal  inca« 
pacitVr    Denying  the  dipactty  of  the  Sovereign,  tfiey  en- 
deavour to  supply  it  by  tiiecreation  of  a  fictitious  capacity, 
as  neipessary  tti  ^ive  effect  to  the  means  of  remedy inj^  toe 
the  d<4tcienry.  .  The  course  therefore  proposed  by  ministeis 
was  repngnant  to  the  Constitution  in  two  wttys,  nrstas  it  as- 
sumed an  executive  authority  on  the  part  of  the  two  Housesi 
and  again  is  it  went  to  legislate  without  the  Iloyal  assent. 
A  power  had  been  asserted  to  belong  to  the  Houses,  of  issn* 
in^  their  commands  to  the  servants  and  of^oera  of  the 
Kmg.     fiut  could  they  (*nfWrce  obedience  to  their  orders  F    . 
Could  they,  if  such  happened  to  be  their  oleasoie,  remove 
the  Commander-in-Chief  fVom  his.  officer     If  not»  wha^ 
what  was  the  value  of  their  executive  fbfictions?    Jf  their 
legislative  powers  wete  examined,  he  apprehended  they 
would  be  found  equally  ineffective.     If  they  taxed  the  siU>> 
ject,  and  payment  was  refused,  could  the  coiitui^acy  o^ 
this  refusal  be  legally  pmiished,  or  would  open  r^sistancd 
incur  the  [lenaltie^  ot  the  law  ?    The  distinction  which  had 
been  made  between  the  ptilif  ioal  and  pcrsonul  capacity  of 
the  Mon^rch^  re(]uired  to  i)e  made  and  dwelt  op  with  the 
j^reatest  baiitfon.     At  timt  unhappy  period  of  oqr  history 
when  the  people  armeil,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, against  the  Crown,  it  tvHs  stated  in  a  rem<[)nstmnc^ 
drawn  up,  while  the  hostile  parties  we,re  confronted  In  the 
field,  that',  although  the  ix'rson  ol  the  King  was  among  the 
ranks  of  their  aiiveisaries,  they,  the  Piirliament,  were  ^ht- 
in^  for  the  Mourtrchy,  and  <letending  the  political  capacity 
of^tbe  King,    'lliis  circumstance  he  merely  mentioned  to 
prove  with  what  delicacy  1  his  very  nice  distinction  must  be 
treated. .   The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  with  a  few 
observations  on  the  impolicy  of- imposing  any  restrictiorvi 
on  the  Uegent,  whose  deep  interest  ui  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
narchy wi|s  a  sufficient  aechrily  against  distrust  or  suspicAon. 
'     VpL.l.— IgW.  «U 
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Mr.  Torke  said,  that  the  question  before  the  House  lyas 
nothing  more  than  ivhetber  the  best  mode  of  supplying 
the  deject  in  the  Hoyal  Authority  vas  bv  Bill  or  l>^  an 
Address.  The  arguments  which  he  had  heard,  denning 
the  duties  and  powers  of  that  House,  were  just,  but  would 
not  apply  to  a  ca.se  of  urgent  necessity.  They  were  now 
deliberatiiig  what  ought  tq  be  done  .io  provide  for  the  ca- 
lamity that  had  fallen  upon  the  nation.  There  was  little 
or  no  resemblance  bet wtfcn  the, cirfcumstances  that  attended 
the  Revolution  and  .those  of  the  pro^ent  emergency.  The 
throne  was  then  vacapl,  now  it  is  itill ;  we  have  a  King 
labouring  under  teni}X)rarv  incapacity,  but  at  that  time  a 
King  was  wanted.  Mr.  i .  begged  leave  to  correct  the 
e;cpre!ttiion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  to  the  creation 
of  a  (hird  estate;  but  he  believed  he  mistook  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  meaning.  Precedents,  be  thonght,  were 
Always  to  be  followed,  except  when  the  times  furnished 
some  striking  peculiarities  of  contrast.  He  would  not  Iqok* 
to  the  letter  of  the  law  on  sugh'aii  occasion,  but  would  trace 
put  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  the.  records  .and  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament.  In  ihe  space  of  twenty-lwQ  years, 
which  had  elapsed  sinex^  1788,  t,he  precedent  established  at 
that  time  had  remained  uncontroverted.  It  had  not  been 
contradicted  or  rescinded.  But  it  did  not  stand  upon  its 
own  single  authority,  it  was  founded  on  the  two  periods  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth;  both  of  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  striqtly  in  point.  If,  as  that  time,  it  should 
again  happen  that  the  Crown  devolved  on  an  infant,  and 
the  infa.nt  was  not  plac^  by  any  expression  of  the  will  of 
the  dececised  Sovereign  in  any  particular  guardianship, 
would  not  tlie  course  Mhich  was  thpn  pursued  be  again 
adoptjed?  Would  any  difiiculties  be  then  interposed  to 
uutting  the  great  -seal  to  a  Commission  ?  Would  not. this 
be  an  act  which  it  wcMuld  be  imperative  on  the  Privy 
Council  to  perform  2  The  difference  between  incapacity 
arising  from  infancy  or  indisposition  was  immaterial;  but 
a  case  of  indisposition  occurred  al^o,  when  the  same  power 
was  used  in  the  same  manner.  This  was  previous  to  the 
civil  war,  which  had  not  then  commenced,  as  was  proved, 
by  the  courts  of  justice^sitting  uninterrupted.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  perceive  the  force  of  those  objections  which  had 
been  raised  against  the  supposed  assomptiou  of  an  un- 
constitutional power. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  the  right  honourable 
gcntkman  had  well  rematkedj  that  precedents,  to  be  in 
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B^int,  shoald  be  applicable  to  times  and  circumstances, 
e  was  surprised  that  an  konomrable  gentleman  (Mi'* 
Stephen)  vnho  had  condesccafided  to  represent  an  Irish  bo- 
rough* should  have  overlooked,  in  bis  predilection  for  th.e 
precedent  of  1788-9,  the  conduct  6f  the  Irish  now  forminjr 
part  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  But  was^  the  jetit  1 788  to 
be  assimilated  to  the  present  speriod?  The  cbuntiy  was 
then'  at  peace.  France^  insfcad  of  liaving  extended  her 
empire  over  the  whole  of  Europe^  was  then  under  si.n^tar 
embarrassments;  and  Ireland,  which  was  then  trariq:?!!;. 
was  now  far  from  being  so.  The  country  was  then  slightly 
burdened,  it  was  now  bending  under  tne  weight  of  taxa- 
tion. The  King  was  then  younger,  with  the  prospect  of 
recovering  perfect  health;  his  infirmities  are  now  well 
known ;  ne  was  not  then  in  a  state  in  which  knowledge  was 
at  arte  entrance  quite  shut  out*  The  conduct  of  the  Irish 
parliament  was  not  merely  more  delicate,  it  was  more  sim- 
ple, it  avoided  all  fiction  and  fallacy,  and  prevented  all 
unnecessary  delay.  If  ever  there  was  a  moment,  however, 
when  delay  was  to  be  guarded  against  as  prq^nt  with 
the  most  serious  dangers,  the  present  was  that  moment  In 
what  situation  did  we  stand.wlth  respect  to  Sweden  ?  Had 
not  that  power  declared  war  against  us,  and  had  we  resorted 
to  any  measures  in  consequence  ?  Was  it  not  true  that  a 
Swedish  ship  which  had  been  detained  had  been  releasedsince  ^ 
the  declaration  of  war  against  us  ?  What,  too,  was  the  state  * 
of  our  relations  with  America  ?  We  are  in  continual  hos- 
tility with  her ;  and  to  the  rash  and  ill-adyised  counsels 
of  Ministers  was  it  owing,  that  to  avoid  an  open  rupture 
we  must  compulsorily  yield  those  concessions  which  ought 
to  have  been  made  long  ago.  Our  merchants,  who  had  been 
.  deluded  by  the  measures  and  promises  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  he  believed  had  since  seen  ample  cause  for  its 
gretting  their  infatuation. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  precedents  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Sixth,  the  right  hon.  gt^ntleman  (Mr.  Yurke)  had  ob- 
served that  no  civil  war  existed  at  the  second  of  those  pe- 
riods, as  was  shewn  by  the  sitting  of  the  courts  of  ju^ce. 
He  could  inform  the  right  hon.  gentlemnn  that  the  courts 
satin  Ireland  during  the  most  alarming  periods  of  rebellion, 
and  that  the  judges  even  went  on  the  usuitl  circuits. 

The  security  of  the  people  was  the  great  trust  reposed 
in  the  House jof  Commons ;  their  Sovereign,  therefore  was  to 
be  regarded  politically  and  not  personally;  and  there  had 
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Iicea  a  time  v)ien  Qie  ixiiiodiiptm  o^  King^s  name  far 
tbe  parpofie  of  influencvk^ifae  aecisions  of  thelloQae  would 
B«ve  been  pronoonce^  lilghlj  irregular.  He  venerated  bis 
»Dveveign»  and  denied  tmtt  ministero  posaeiied  the  eKcIu* 
stye  loyaltj  of  the  nation.  If  there  were  men  in  the  ooon- 
iiy,  WnoM  oljject  it  was  to  subvert  the  Kioglj  offio^  it 
.wasimpQi^il^  that  thej  should  not  hail  the  argumeaU  that 
liad bo^mployed by  ministers.  The  cburse  of  prooeed- 
in^  How  recommended  would  serve  to  afford  a  practical  il- 
^nsltation  of  such  doctrines.  The  honourable  gentleman 
(Itfr.  Stephen)  had  said  that  the  method  of  Address  would 
be  eqnallj  tedious,  and  that  fifteen  d^ys  bud  been  cour 
eumed  by  the  Irish  Parliament  in  178$.  He  would  set 
that  honourable  ^ntleman  right,  who,  although  an  Irish 
representative,  did  hot  appear  to  be  very  well  informed 
in  Irish  history*  Including  a  recess  of  four  days  only, 
nine  intcrvenea  between  tfa!e  messo^  from  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  the  adoption  of  the  Address  to  the  Prince. 
Seven  0ee£f  have  now  passed  away,  and  the  nation  bleeding 
at  ever;^  pore,  while  no  single  step  had  yet  been  taken.  Hu 
bon.  friend'  (Mr.  Wynne)  had  argiied,  that  the  House  was 
competent  to  adopt  eitlier  proceeding.  Admitting  this,  then 
the  question  became  one  of  expediency « and  that  which  was 
.the  most  expeditious  was  the  most  advisable.  He  believed 
bis  Rqyal  Highness  coulcl  do  more  to  assuage  the  irrita- 
tion and  conciliate  the  affections  of  Ireland  than  any  man 
that  lived.  Re  reigned  alresidy  in  the  bearta  of  thelrisb^ 
who  looked  up  to  Iiim  as  likely  to  afford  them  that  pro* 
taction  which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  in  a  less  degree 
than  aiiy  other  description  of  bis  Majesty*s  subjects. 

jifr.  JS/fio^,  in  a  neat  speech,  objected  to  the  applica- 
tion of  precedents  drawn  from  the  turbulent  pericxls  of 
our  history,  in  the  oliscurity  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
imperfection  of  our  laws.  He  considered  the  fiction  ^ 
ooqnterfeiting  the  King's  assent  to  be  a  monstrous  pro- 
ceeding, repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  every  ana- 
Iqgjr.  He  asked,  if  tbe  chancellor  should  refuse  Xo  ^mx  the 
great  seal,  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of  the  two  Houses 
what  MMr  they  had  of  punishing  bim,  or- of  remedying' 
the  difficulty  ?  The  second  resolution  he  thought  super- 
fluous, and  should  theiefore  support  tbe  previous  question 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Hilfy  AddmgUm  adverted  to  what  bad  fitllen  from 
an  bonourame  baronet  (Sir  John  Newport),    tliat  bonour^ 
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jiEle  bafoiie^  in  ipeiftlng  tiF  the  prceedent  df  T78S,  1ia4 
>taUd,  tbat  we  are  now  in  a  stale  of  war,  and  Ibat  mt 
^wete  then  m  profonnd  peace.  This  was  the  very  reasmi 
why  he  wishea  to  foHow  the  precedent  of  1T88.  A  mo- 
cedent  of  that  natuie  was  not  ior  one  time  or  anathec,  1i«t 
all  times ;  we  jo  not  legislate  alone  for  the  prewat  tim^ 
bttt  fair  posterity^  Thf|  honourable  haronet  too  advertefl^w 
terms  hf  no  means  becoming,  to  the  a^  of  our  Soverdgi|. 
fie  <said,  ^we  were  to  recollect  that  he  was  now  tw6ntj-tw# 
years  older.  He  is  twenty-two  years  older;  and  if  he  ia 
jOy  he  has  ffivea  the  honourable  baronet  and  himself  ad- 
ditional reasons  to  bless,  his  mild  and  paternal  rcij|;n.  With 
tespect  to  what  was  stated  as  to  the  ^tness  of  the  Prince  df 
Wales  for  Regent ;  he  certainly  believed  him  to  be  moift 
"fit  for  the  office^  and  he  bdie^red  him  to  be  fijt  for  it  twenty- 
two  years  ago.  An  honourable  member  <lVIr.  W.  Elliot^ 
had  said,  he  was  not  in  (his  House  in  1788  ;  but  that,  from 
all  tbat  he  voould  4eam  of  the  proceedings  of  that  period* 
they  then  met  with  his  disapprobation,  and  they  now  met 
equally  with  his  disapprobation.  He  woulci  tell  that 
lionouiable  member,^thai  he  (S(r.  Addington)  was  then  a 
member  of  ibis  House  ;  and  he  was  then  most  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  wisdom  of  the.  then  proceedings,  and  wifh 
admiration  of  the  men  who  directed  them.  The  precedeift 
of  that  period  was  a  most  valuable  one;  and  great  as  was 
the  caltimity  ^hich  gave  rise  to  it,  we  were  not  the  less  to  «ee 
the  grekt  advantages  which  accrued  from  such  a  precedeitt 
to  the  country.  The  precedent  of  the  llevolntion  had  n^ 
"analogy  to  the  present  exigency ;  aud  when  be  said  thi^ 
lie  was  glad  be  could  rest  it  on  the  authority  of  a  great  and 
brilliant  statesman^  now  no  more.  That  statesman  was 
Mr.  Pox.  He  had  heard  him,,  in  1788,  stale  expressly 
what  he  now  himself  stated,  that  there  was  no  analogy.b^ 
tweea  the  Revolution  and  the  period  of  1788;;  anil  of 
course  there  could  be  nf>  analogy  between  the  Revolution 
and  the  present  period.  With  respect  to  limitations  df 
thefi<^ency,  there  was  not  one  solitary  instance  in  fhe 
annalsof  Great  Britain,  of  a  Ilegent'sjiavin^  been  appointed 
without  limitations^  /The  Rt^gent  h^  always  been  safUliefl 
Vilh  a  permanent  council.  The  perpfi-uiency  of  such  a  coun- 
cil secures  a  perpetual  opposition  ;  an  J  it  is  therefore  a  per- 
petual limitation.  He  wi2^he(l  to  recall  to  the  attention  liff 
the  House  two  jioin(3.  Tbe  first,th^aH  wc  have  iiow  to 
'd&  Is  to  ^ptovide  W  a  tqpaporary  occasion.    ;The  secou(^ 
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that  we  are  appointing  a  deputy,  and  nothing  more-— 41 
trustee-ra  delete-- or  whatever  other  name  maj  be  affixed 
to  the  idea.  He  heartily  concurred  in  committing  that 
tr\ii»t  to  his  Royal  Highness ;  but  at  thesaroe.  time  he;  wished 
it  to  be  committed  to  him  with  limitations.  This  was  no 
jealousy.  If  welimit  the  Prince,  we  act  on  public  principles 
—we  act  for  the  benefit  of  posterity.    • 

Lord  Por Chester  stated  that  it  was  now  not  his  intention 
to  say  a  word  on  the  second  resolution ;  but  as  it  had  been 
brought  forward,  he  Hould  lake  this  occaiiion  of  stating  his 
sentiments  on  it.  To  that  Resolution,  in  substance,  he  gave 
his  most  cordial  assent.  He  Iielieyed  both  Houses  qualified 
to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  Executive  power ;  for  if 
such  a  principle  did  not  exist  in  the  Constitution,  the  whole 
system  would  -perish.  An  honourable  baronet  (Sir  F. 
Burdett)  had  asked  us  on  this  subject,  why  we  did  not 
appeal  .to  our  constituents  ?  Why  did  we  not  appeal  to 
corporate  bodies  ?  Are  we  to  apply  to  corpomte  bodies, 
who  fell  us,  at  times,  that  we  are  not  the  legal  House  of 
Commons  of  the  land  J  Why  ar^  we  not  to  exercise  that 
right  as  a  convention,  and  in  onesuljstantivc  act,  emanatinc^ 
frofn  ourselves,  proceed  to  fill  up  the  deficiency  ?  This  is 
to  proceed  to  an  act  entirely  our  own.  But  if  we  pro- 
ceed by  ourselves  to  affix  the  Seal  to  any  act,  we  shall  soon 
begin  to  consider  all  the  other  nets  of  the  Executive  in  the 
same  light.  We  have  been  told  that  there  is  no  magic  in  a 
.seal ;  true,  but  one  proceeding  paves  the  way  to  another, 
and  no  man  can  foresee  where  all  this  will  terminate.  We 
have  been  forced  to  look  to  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution. 
That  is  the  precedent  to  which  the  King  owes  his  throne— 
the  precedent  to  which  the  people  owe  their  liberties.  After 
a  variety  of  other  observations,  he  concluded  by  voting  in 
favour  of  the  Address. 

Mr.  Lockhdrt  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequery  in  a  speech  of  con* 
siderable  length,  replied  to  the  leading  arguments  opposed 
to  the  resolutions,  in  the  course  of  the  last  and  present 
night^s  debate.  He  admitted,  as  he  had  repeatedly  done 
before,  that  the  House  was  placed  between  two  altetnatives 
equally  difficult ;  but  he  contended  there  was  no  objection 
offered  by  the  other  side  of  the  House  to  the  measure  of  pro- 
ceeding by  Bill,  that  did  not  equally  apply  to  the  alterna^ 
tive  proposed  by  themselves,  of  proceeding  by  Address. 
Parliament  had  no  legal  authority  in  the  one  case  more  than 
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in  the  other,  except  what  merely  grew  out  of,  and  was  autho- 
rised by  imperious  otecessity..  if  the  House  proceeded  by 
Bill,  they  would  at  least  h^ve  the  sanction  of  mrltamentary 
fbrm^  which  they  would  not  have  in  caseof  Address,  and 
even  if  they  proceeded  by  Adda'ss  in  the  first  instance,  the 
aid  of  Parliament  would  afterwards  be  necessary  to  sanction 
and  regukite  the  appointment  of  the  Re^^ont.  Id  proceeding 
by  Bill,  the  measure  would  have  all  the  advantage  of  deli- 
beration and  constitutional  formality,  by  undergoing  the 
solemn  dcliberationof  both  Houses  dfPrtrliament :  where^is 
the  proceeding  by  Address^  with  all  the  disadvantages  of 
being  ineffectual  without  a  subsequent  act  of  Parliament, 
would  have  all  the  appearance  ot  precipitancy  in  the  firet 
instance.  The  precedent  of  the  proceeding  in  the  Irish 
Parliament  in  1788-9  had  been  quoted,  and  warmly  recom- 
mended for  adoption  ;  and  lie  had  been  accused  of  freiting 
that  precedent  with  contempt.  He  utterly  denied  the 
truth  of  such  an  imputation  :  but  he  hop<^  he  exerted  no 
improper  privilege  in  preferrir^  the  example  o^^'the  British* 
Parliament  at  the  same  period,  because  it  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  adopted  upon  fuller  information  and  morec6m- 
petent  evidence.  He  and  his  colleagues  had  been  unfairly 
accused  of  delay,  for  sinister  purposes,  in  the  m^sure  of 
providing  for  the  present  exigency.  Whatever  delay  bad 
been  interposed,  proceeded  from  no  other  motive  than  the 
strong  hopes,  founded  in  former  experience,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty s  recovery  would  be  so  speedy  and  complete,  as  to 
preclude  the  necessity. of  appointing  a  Regent.  He  had 
acted  upon  open  and  avowed  grounds;  collectins^  the 
sense  of  Parliament  from  their  conduct  in  1801  and  1804, 
at  both  which  periods  his  Majesty  was  afBicted  with  a 
similar  malady,  without  that  circumstance  api^earing  to 
excite  any  wish  in  Parliament  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Regent.  He  always  conceived  that  the  House  were  st  rongly 
averse,  except  upon  the  inoA  imperious  necessity,  to  • 
agitate  a  mesisure,  the  cficct  of  which  must  be  to  suspend 
tne  authority  of  the  Crown.  So  soon,  however,  as  he  wus 
convinced  of  the  necessity  to  appoint  a  Ret^ency,  he  did  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  urge  it,  and  to  take  such  meiisures  as 
depended  on  him  to  produce  its  adoption.  Amongst  the 
principal  accusations  brought  agiiinst  him  upon  the  ground 
of  this  supposed  dehiy  was,  that  he  had  thereby  paralyzed 
all  the  functions  of  Government,  civil  and  military,  abroad 
and  at  home ;  and  that  pending  the  incapacity  of  the  Kin^, 
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wnd  the  honrappointinent  of  a  Regent  to  supply  bis  pla^ 
lib  tToops  could  be  sent  to  Portugal^  nor  elseWliere,  mst  with-» 
irwwn  from  any  foreign  station.  No  coiomander.  it  imft' 
njtged,  could  l)e  appointed  or  superseded— that  Lofd  WdL 
fington,  or  any  other  general,  so  soon  as  informed* of  th^^lieso- 
Iiitioil  of  the  House  of  Commons  naipectinr  the  King^s  inbapa- 
cvty,  might  refuse  to  oboy  the  orders  of  Uie  King*smihisteR, 
'executing  the  govenmient — that  no  Commission  could  be' 
issued  for  holding  a  court-martial,  or  for  criminal  trials-^ 
that  no*  money,  could  be  issued  from  the  treasury— nor  any 
one  transaction  execufe^l  in  the  business  of  government^ 
i»ithout  orders  uuder  the  Iloyalsign  roantia],  wnich,  doriog 
Ris  Majesty^s  incapacity ,  could  not  be  obtainc^d.  But  could 
any  hoi^  geutttmnn  on. the  other  side  of  the  Bouse  really 
Mipposc  him  and  his  colleagues  such  fools,  in  the  important 
■Uuatious  they  heTcT,  as,  under  such  exig(*ncy,  to  hesitate  in 
fiving  orders  to  the  officer  who  usually  cotmtersigned  thd 
itidteft  iinder  the  Royal  signature,  to  affix  that  signature  id 
mch  orders  as  required  it,  taking  upon  themselves  the  re* 
tpoDsSMlitjir  fee  such  acts  2  Did  tney  suppose  that  he  him** 
lelf,  in  the  depttrtment  he  had  the  honour  to  fill,  would 
Moncr  rbk  a  mutiny  in  the  army  ov  navy,  than  use  the 
King's  name  to  order  an  issue  of  money  from  the  Exchequer 
Ito^pny  them,  inerelv  to  screen  himself  from  responsibility  f 
IKd  tney  imagine  that  the  officers  of  the  Exchequer  would 
leQiSe  to  obey  such  orders  under  his  responslbilify,  although 
ihey  knew  the  Royal  signature  was  not  realty  affixed? 
fte  was  confident  they  would  no  more  refuse  to  comply 
such  cHKlerS|thali  the  officers  of  the  Customs  would  retuse 


•»  obey  the  orclen  of  the  Treasury.  Fbr  his  own  part,  be 
Ithould  think  himself  bound  by  the  severest  responsibility, 
Bot  to  risk  a  serious  injury  to  the  public  service  by  de- 
clining afi  act,  for  which  he  should  not  hesitate  to  look  for 
kdemuity  to  the  justice  and  Uberality  of  Parliament,  when 
he  should  appear  to  have  acted  under  the  pressui«  of  public 
exigency,  itgain,  he  would  ask»  was  tliere  the  slightest 
]^ro[)Hbility  that  Lord  Wellington,  or  any  other  general 
officer  commanding  bis  Majesty's  armies,  would,  even  under 
m  knowledge  or  the  deelared  incapacity  of  the  Sovereign^ 
lefttse  to  obey  the  orders  transmitlea  to  him  by  Government^ 
vpoii  his  own  mere  judgment  and  responsibility  ?  No  man 
coukl  for  a  moment  rutionally  suppose  such  an  event 
probable.  In  fact,  all  those  cases  su^ested  by  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  were  purely  imaginary,  and 
titterty  unfounded  in  probability,    tie'  considered  himself 
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m  doubly  letpobtible  wdn  exxttiog  cifGinnstancte.  TM 
puUic  money  ivbb  vdted  by  PknitameiiC^  and  approfiriatcd 
to  partteuiar  frarpom;  and  if  he  inkd  ta  ftpi^Iy-  it  ti# 
thd9D  purpoaoy  he  shbuld  be  justly  Jiittle  .to  otimina- 
tim  foe  a  fiiiwre  in  his  diityti  aod  all  the  oomequences  of 
tbat  'foUoie^  Ib  Ihe  jast  disclurge  of  ihut  duty,  he  should! 
not  hentate'to.dinaet  tubh  phUfe  acta  falling* -vrttbin  his  dm: 
partoiaDt  as  the?  public  eenrioe  reqained ;  stilt,  hoiveifer^' 
Wider  the  fiiUesi  responsibility  to  Parliament  hereaftet  fov 
anoh  eotidttct,  And  With  the  fhllest  rdiance  on  its  justice  folr^ 
indemnity,  ev^n  ifvhen  he  and  his  oolica^es  shoald  no 
longer  hold  their  stations,  and  when  the  deliberations  of  tb6' 
Houae  miffht  be  swayed  by  a  yery  diffefeot  influence ;  ^nd' 
if  his  conduct  shoaAd  not  ap (fear  to  deserve  imlemnity,  tt^ 
sjpoiild  bow  with  the  profoundest  deference  to  the  sense  of 
Paifiament^  whatever  might  be  its  decision.  v» 

JIfn  Elkia.BnA  Mr.  ffyime  explained. 

Mr.   fFkMre&dj  in  a  speech  replete  with  point  and^ 
Wtmatioii,  commented  upon  the  expressions,  able,  bold, 
and  unpreoedeotod,  which  the  ChRnoellor  of  the  Exchequei! 
had  that  night  made  to  the  country.      Woukl  to  God  thftt 
etery  meaoter  of  parliaisient  from  England,  Ireland,  and' 
Scotland  OQuId  hate  heard  il---could  faa^e  heaid  a  minister' 
of  the  CrowB^in  iba  fece  of  Parliament,  proclaim' his  po^^ 
scission  of 'the  Boy  id  attribnies,  and  boldy  triamph  in  his-' 
HHirpatkhi  (Hear!    Aear]>^ Would    Mr.    Pitt,    in   Ih^- 
pkoitiide  of  kis  power,  have  ventured  on  such  a  coorse  ?^^> 
Woidd  be  have  dared  to  teD  a  British  Hoosd  of  Gommon^j^ 
tflkat  in  any  interruption  of  the  functions  of  the  Sovereigns, ' 
theriff^hisof  the  Khig;^ descend  to  the  servant?     He  wonfl^ 
not;  and  shdll  it  be  endifred  that  the  Chancellor: oif  the* 
Saediequef  of  this  day  shUl  Inrest   himself  with  powers' 
flUbremve  of  every  cicuistkuttonal  principle  ?*>^ibat  he  shalF 
assume  to  himself  the  coatroul  over  the  public  porse^  ^ppl/ * 
the  public  money  when  and  how  he  shall  think  proper,  and,' 
upon  a  pieteaded  reaponsibility,  trample  upon  that  Throne 
which  he  is  sworh  to  support,  which  by  his  very  actions  he 
ia  BOW  cnimbling  into  dost!     (Hear!   hear!  hear!)    If 
ho  can  establish  -that  there  existed  a  full  and  unavoidable 
dCieeBSify  eteBfisr  this  coarse,  thou^rh  my  political  adversary, 
(laid  Mr.  Whitibead)  I  trust  that  I  have  justice  and  ma^na- 
Btmi^  eoou^h  in  my  nature  to  give  my  sanction  to  an  ap-^ 
peal  for  his  indeinnity«     Biit  when  he  talks  in  the  arrogant 
and  assmnln^  tone  of  this  night,  I  tell  him  that  when 
that  day  of  inquiry  comes,  and  come  it  must,  his  tone  on 
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Ibis  right  will  oooipel  me  to  view  his  conduct  with  a  most 
aarutiniztng  eye.  .  The  courage  of  the  Cabinet,  as  it  seems  cm 
this  n^ht  to  be  more  fully  exhibited,  appears  also  much 
concentrated.     Perhaps  to  temper  the  temerity  of  the  right 
honouMble  gentleman,  the  coooterpoise  is  to  be  had  amongst- 
His  coUea^iies,  and  that,  even  in  his  administration,  them 
may  be  found  one  individual,  who  would  not  venture 
without  die  advice  of  his  Sovereign  to  put  the  gr^t  seat  tO' 
any  public  document.     But  we  are  told  that  suboidiuate 
officers  in  the.  Exchequer  and  other  branches  of  the  state 
oould  oot  refuse  the  unauthorised  mandate  of  the  Treasury. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  may  *^  call  spirits  from 
the  vasty  deep^  bat  will  they  (5ome?*'  Have  these  officers  no 
ptositive  duties  to  discharge?     Have  they  no  oaths   of 
office  to  restrict  them  ?    Are  their  consciences  in  possession, 
or  at  the  controul  of  the  Chancel  lor-of  the  Exchequer  ?    Let 
me  advise  him  not  to  be  too  presumptuous.    He  may  find 
himself  deceived.    This  great  minister,  who  has  led  us  to 
comiAercial  pj;osperity  and  military  renown,  may,  however^* 
possibly  jind,  from  the  splendour  of  his  career,  willing  in* 
struments  in  every  department  to  uphold  the  power  he  has- 
Wantonly  usiirped*     From  the  repeated  hnpunity  which 
every  violation  of  our  interests  have  met,  we  have  become 
Ei^  fiimillar  with  outrage,  that  very  possibly  the  minister  of 
the  day. may  be  able  to  effect  that  which,  if  Mr.  Pitt,  with 
a  iivhole  oation  at  his  back,  liaddone,  in  IT88,  he  would 
not  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  direction  of  our  afiairsone 
i^ay  longer.    One  word  as  to  the  charge  made  against  me, 
ojT  having  asked  on  indelicate  question  respecting  the  per- 
sons' by  whose  advice   certain-  ph^icians  were  caHea  to 
attiand  his  Majesty?    He  has,  fet  it  be  recollected,  made 
th0  charge,  and  forced  me  to  the  necessity  of  the  expla- 
nation.    What  if  it  should  turn  out,  notwithstanding  all 
tl)i»  affected  regard  for  private  feelingsr-all  that  sympathy 
for  human  infirmity  of  which  we  near  so  much — ^that, 
putting  the   case    hypothetically,   an   unhappy    patient 
stretched  upon  his  bed  of  affliction,  with  his  remaining 
faculties  alive  to  the  fear  of  being  committed  to  the  cave  w 
an  individual  personally  obnoxious  to  him,  should  most 
fervently  implore,  and    that  his  afflicted  fitmily,  placed 
around  his  bed,  should  all  unite  in  the  supplication  of  not 
again  subjecting  him  to  such  caie  ?    What,  I  ask,  must  be 
the  feelings  of  those  who  could  refuse  such  a  reauest  i  and 
was  it  not  more  natural  to  suppose  thaithemamiy  of  the 
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patieat  ivM  mem  Ukelr.  lo  he  ii)erea«d  thaa.  alleviated  by: 
the  preseaoe  ?  Mr.  Whitbread,  after  a  Tariety  of  other  ob*. 
sertations^  ^oncMded^with  ^orinir  the  House  of  his  inten* 
tHNly  eyeA  to  .the  case  of  hi»  M^jnty^s  speedy  necoTery,  t^ 
proTidef  the  tnean^  of  i^oardiaff  a^inst  the  difficulties  whiohi 
may  arise  fiom  a;Klap9e»  avlA  ofiaTio^  the  publio  inteiestd 
fWm  beiflgt  ag^  imppntd  by  the  vile  fraud  whicb  hiid> 
b^ea  for  the/l^  se^en  weeks  practised  apan  the  caaalry..  :> 
Afr.^dffin  auiin^dvertcd,  with  oansiaenibl^  force  ou  the) 
daogerous  coosequences  to  beappttibeiidod  from  «  system  of 
prospective  responsibility!  Xipe  mode^of  claisiinjI^iiideiB^t 
nity  did  not  apply  to  a  case  of  noyel,  .Qnei:^eQted>  and  extra-* 
ordinary  QCGUtrenpe,  but  a. ease  foceseeny.in.wbich  the  act; 
VW  pieioeditatisd ;  if  this  systeib  was  to  be  avowed  and  to<i» 
leiated>  the  &nBt  act  of  the  I^felatacey.  the  moment  Pal-lia« 
ment^wasle8to|ed|0^ghi  to  be,  to  appoint  a  succedaiiBiifla 
for  the  £xecoiive.  io  the  event  of  the  Kinir  at  any  ffitnrdi 
tjime  being  afflicted  by  the  same  calamity.  This  prospcctmf 
^Cftof  veifpiisibtUty  was  unknown. to  the  Cbnstitlitiony  a»d 
liable  to  the^. greatest  abuses«'-*ab  such,  powier  cu^kt'  toi  bd 
te^rd  of  as  might  be  clamed  under  such  a  systom.  Tho 
evidence  of  Dr.  WiUis  bad  been  alluded  to<; :, -what  did' ^thali 
evidence  slate  ?  That -on  the  6th  of  November,  the  day  e*i 
which  Dr.  WiUis  first  saw  the  King,,  his  Marjesty  was  itiieni 
unconscions^of  sunounding  objects..  It  was  on  tlie  .first  oi 
tbe  same  month,  and  on  t&.  Idth,  tliat  the  right  bonaunbhs 
l^tleman  pievaiied  on  tl»e.  Hou^  to  adjourn  oveneaohi 
time  a  fortnight,  on  the  high  probability  of.  his  Majsty's 
weedy  recovc^.  Thus  a  ibonMi  had  been  lost*  •  But  tf 
these  Drospective  lesponUbilities  were  to-be  adisitted,  whak 
would,  be  the  use  of  those  checks  which  the  Gonatitiitioo  haA 
ordained  should  exist?  Where  would  betkoMOBSsityatalk 
of  the  Sign  Manual  ?  Bokl  as  was  the  doctriae  of  .tbb 
'ight  honpurable  genUemanf  it  wa^^fret  worthy  of  .observa^C 
lion,  ^that  whether  from  a  difference  of  stiength  asto  nerves 
or  SIS  to  prudence,  there  If  ere  others  in  the  same  Ca- 
binet with  that  right  honourable  gentlemoUf  who  were 
not  so  forward  to  hazard  such  responsibility.  He  knew  of 
his  own  knowledge,  that  the  Chancdtot  of  £ngland  would 
not  put  his  seal  to  a  commission  of  the  peace.  He  ad- 
mitted the  question  to  be  a  question  of  difficulty,  a  question 
of«  necessity,  in  both  cases;  whether  of  Bill  or  Address, 
Parliament  acts  and  Parliament  only  acts,  with  this  di£fo- 
imice,  that4n  the  one  it  acted  without  interfering  with  the 
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attt>^«!pd'to  nmkiimpe^eQSjdiination  ih  ooHseqileiioe  of  ^ilM 

h^  dMIen  >  ftom  in  U^Aoif mble^  vi^niber,  (Mr.  Wbitbtefl[d)i . 

Thai  hohoumUf'gehilettmihjid^r  however,'  <MtMfes8cd  hiitav 

sbKitoibe  perfeoify  nlidy  ib^rani  MiAMM'iiiiiaiiiilty ibr  liM 

of  ahsbWIe  A^c^^^y  V  biid'i^l  that  Im  h^«Md  with  nsiMMM! 

tOtOthefs^ivt^V'that'beitouglil^  doritig'tlieiMay  vhioh  nvas 

ilnroldilbte^  all  thbie'Wfao:iida«  bfltees-dMikr  disdiat]^ 

tfanr'dMtf  >^:the  utnioat,'  ufeii  theiv  o«m  reftponribUi^^ 

Tiu  bonoaiiable'gisiilleiniii  had-ehtfi%«d  biiQ  itifli  «ttutiHMf^ 

a  Jx>M!AtKlaR«gtti(  tonew    Ho)  to  be  sure,  im»  a  4ia4  juclfije 

of  hb^iwirdpftetss  bat  a«ftT  ae^he  knew  hliUMii^  he  cHd 

Mil  believe  timt  ibipmper  boldfii^s  or  airdgeLnecib^onged 

tftlda  chavaeter.    Whether  U^id  ev  not^^beleft  it  to  th^ 

Honsef  tqr.  judge.    fXM<e(  erie$^6f  Aenri  Aeii^>    It  iliigM 

kBrp|Mi|t4ia(  ionietin9es  in^lheapatmih  ^  debatii,  a«fd  iii  (M 

AifTifleastQinakebinMelf  perftetly'^bttifd  Md' utderiitocNl^ 

]m^ might. ndse hisToios a Hltk^oMer  than  ^w^UMtalely 

Boccssaiy,  to  eooToy  hiis  senttanenlB  lb  *  all  ymAs^  of-^e 

Hobfiet  butif  ttna  was  to  becoAdet>»ed  aproof  w^ntvigatice^ 

tk  hoQoumble  ^endenan  hims^f '  titouM  bardlf*  4M»i)ie '  the 

inpatation^ir  ferbe,  al80>  someiioies  ^tevotod  h(s  toioe  to  H 

Irigbor  pitbb  than  appeaftd  absolutely  neoesianyi    bAn  ho^ 

ii6ikffabk  geddeman  (Mr.  AdanI)  liad  said,  that  to  his  kwP^ 

Udge,  the  (Tfaaiieellor  of  England  ivDttm  not  now  pot  hft 

aeaNoi^  coMmiBsioii  of  the  peace.     This  could  easily- be 

iecknKitedfcr  libera  was  alhf  ays  a  oeikiinissiDn  of^  the  peaee 

existing,  and  it  was  aot  of  great  conseqoencs  whietbfer  one, 

fieov  or  monmaines  iveie  added;     Bat  if  4heve  was  *&  serious 

Abcaiaoii.  for  patting  the  great  seal;  such  as  the  suppression 

of  a  mutiny,  he  was  much  mislaken  in-  his-  noble  and 

learnad  friend,  if  he  wodld  hesitate  a  single  moment  to  affix 

tiie  aiAl  Ob  his  own  responsibility. 

Mr*  WhUbread  acknowledged,  that,  among  his  many 
delects,  his  voice  was  sometimes  louder  than,  perhaps,  was 
kecflssary.  There  were  many  things  in  which  he  woiud  wish 
to  rival  tlie  right:  honoumble  gentleman.  He  would  wish 
to  rival  him  in  his  acuteness^  but  above  all  tblngsin  his  rapid 
transitions  from  the  greatest  warmth  of  debate  to  the 
greatest  degree  of  good  humour.  If  he  spoke  of  arrc^ncej 
he.  certainly  did  not  mean  personal  arrogance,  but  t|iAt 
dayroe  of  political.airogance  which  made  him  now  pledge 


hU  rcspwwlbility  so  deeply.  Uftdtfr  this  responsiBPHtr  mi- 
sisters  might  take  advantage  of  a  mental  malady  in  the 
Kinjpy  tousurp  all  the  powers  of  thestate;. 

The  House  diTtdfd  on  the  second  resolntion, 

Ayes         !^  I  woes    •     ld 

When  strangers  were  exclmJed,  we'nndcrstatid  tlie'thfnl 
ffesolntion  was  carried,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  to* 
morrow. 


■■■' 


HOUSfe  OF  LORDS. 

.   TH17BSDAT9  i>Ec.BMaEia  97. 

The  House  met  a  few  minutes  before  fiMV  oV^loek,  amt 
pKOoeeded  to  business  about  a  quaHeff  past  five. 

i  *  THE   K^tNG^S  lUNESS. 

The  Earl  of  Cm^Bkle^  before  theoommencement  of  the 
business  of  the  night,  wished  to  draw  tlietr  Lordships^  at* 
teotioB  (b  a]Buiyect,  whieh  he  constdered  of  very  great  tmpor- 
tsnoe  both  to  that  Htmse  and  to  (he  Coantry.    He  anudedl 
to  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  containing  the  Exa* 
mination  of  the  Pbyrieiaos  attending  his  Majesty,  bcrfore  n 
Committee  of  that  House;  and  what  he  wished  todmw 
their  Loidsbips  attention  tO)  was  the  difleaence  whieb  ap- 
peared between  the  evidence  of  the  physiciaiiS|  and  the  biif- 
letioa  of  the  days  to  whi^  that  evidence  referred*    Their 
JU^cdshipSy  aictuaiird  by  motives  the  moat  amiable^  had  for 
some  time  delayed  the  performance  of  that  great  puMfc* 
duty  which  they  owed  to  the  country  in  the  present,  me- 
fancholy  exigency,  and  they  had  done  so  under  the  impies* 
sioB  of  those  cheerful  iiopes  which  were  held  out  by  his  Ma« 
jesty's  ministers^  of  bis  Mcgesty^s  timdy  recovery.      He 
deeply  r^retted  that  so  many  weeks  had  passed  away  without 
any  step  beilig  taken,  and  that  they  weile  now  only  beginning 
to  lav  the  foundation,  when,  if  they  had  not  been  led  away 
bjr  what  now  appeared  to  have  been  delusive  hopes,  tiie  walls 
might  have  been  neariy  or  completely  raised*  and  notb«ig 
now  have  remained  to  do  but  to  put  on  tlie  roof.     He  was 
willing  to  believe  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  been 
under  the  same  delusion  as  the  public ;  that  they  themselves 
had  been  deceived  by  the. reports  of  the  phj'sicians,  and 
were  unacquaintol  with  the  real  state  Qf  his  Majesty.    He 
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coald  not  Otherwise  believe  thai  theywoutd  have  yenUiTtfd 
to  state  to  the  House,  on  the  15th  of  November,  those 
cheerful  hopes  and  confident  expectations  of  his  Majesty's 
timfly  recovery,  Tvhich  they  did,  and  uiuler  the  inflaeoceof 
ivhich  the  House  agreed  again  to  adjourn,  instead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  execute  that  great  public  duty  which  had  de> 
vol ved  upon  theui,  and  to  commence  the  performance  of 
nrhich  would  have  been  evidently  immediately  nf^oessary^ 
had  the  real  state  of  his  Majesty  been  known.  He  was  in- 
duced to  make  these  observations,  from  reading  the  evidence 
of  Dr.  Willis  before  their  Lordships'  Committee*  Dr. 
Willis,  speaking  of  the  state  of  his  Majesty  on  the  6th  of 
November,  and  on  being  asked,  whether  the  paroxysm  that 
had  taken  plaoe  was  severe  ?  answered — ^*^  Extremely  se* 
vere ;  his  Maiesty's  life  was  in  great  peril." 

Dr.  Heberden,  also  in  his  eviaence^  relative  to  the  state  of 
his  Majesty  at  that  time,  on  being  asked ;  ^^  Did  you  con- 
sider the  symptoms  of  that  paroxysm  as  being  severe?" 
answered — ^^  They  appe^ed  so  severe  as  to  give  bis  Ma* 
jesty^s  Physicians  apprehensions  lor  his  life*" 

Dr.  Sir  Henry  Haltord  likewise,  in  speakii^  of  the  same 
period,  said-^'^  I  .thought  his  Majesty's  life  was  in  some 
peril." 

Such  was  the  evidence  of  the  physicians  ;  and  what  were 
the  bulletins  which  at  that  period  were  issu^  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  public?  Those  of  the  6tfa^  7th,  and  Stiiy 
were  as  follows :— r  ^ 

"Windsor  Castle,  Nov.  6.  1810. 
**  Hit  M^etiy  has  passed  the  night  with  very  little  sleep,  and  is  not 
better  thb  morning.'' 

"  Nov.  6.  IS  10,  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 
"  His  Majesty  has  had  some  sleep,  and  has  appeared  a  little  better 
throughout  this  day* 

•*  Nov.  7,  1810. 
**  His.  Majesty  bad  more  sleep  last  night,  and  continues  fully  as  well 
as  in  any  part  of  yesterday." 

"  Nov.  7.  1810,  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 
•*  His  Majesty  is  much  the  same  as  he  was»  in  the  morning." 

"  Nov.  8,  1810. 
**  His  Majesty  has  bad  a  little  sleep,  aiid  continues  nearly  in  the 
nme  state  as  yesterday.'' 

"  No,v.  8,  1810,  8  o'clock,  P.  M.    . 
**  His  Majesty  has  liad  a  considerable  degree  of  fever  in  the  course 
of  this  day,  but  has  slept  since  six  o'clock,  an4  is  now  asleep." 

Either  the  bulletins  were  issaed  for  the  ireal  information  of 
the   publicj  or  they  were  of  no  use,  and  only  tended  to 
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mislead  and  delade.  It  was  not  his  intentioa  to  ffske  any 
motion^  upon  this  sabfect,  and  he  apdogised.  for  faking  up 
so  inttch  (mF  their  lordships'  time,  bat  he3ioo|^t  ita  matter 
<rftoo  great  importance  to  be  passed  over,  it  was  due*  he 
thought,  to  the  physicians,  who  were  men  of  character  arid 
honour,  and  who  were  deseiredly  high  in  estimation  for 
their  skill  in  medicine,  that  some  measure  should  be  adopted* 
He  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  reexamination  of  the 
physicians,  in  order  that  they  might  render  clear  that  whieti 
at  present  certainly  appeared  contradictory.  He  merehr 
threw  out  this  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  their  lovdk 
ships. 

Tke  Earl  of  Lfcerpool  declined  to  enter  into  .the  subject 
at  present,  as  the  noble  earl  had  not  made  any  motion,  and 
as  the  important  business  which  stood  for  the  order  of  the 
day  pressed  for  consideration.  He  should  only  observe,  that 
when  the  time  came  he  should  be  prepared  to  justify  what 
had  been  said  by  him  or  other  noble  lords  upon  the  subject 
to  which  the  noble  earl  had  alluded.  He  should  now  move^ 
^'  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  State 
0f  tlie  Nation/' 

STATE  OP  T3a   If  ATION— REGENCT. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Nation,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  his  Majesty's  ph  vsicians,  was,  on  the  motion  of 
the  earl  of  Liverpool,  read  pro  fomna.  The  resolutions 
communicated  from  the  Commons  weie  also  read  at  length, 
and  the  first  resolution  was.affain  read. 

JAe  Earl  of  Liverpool :  My  lords,  in  rising  to  move  the 
first  resolution,  it  is  also  my  intention  to  state  the  course 
which  it  is  intended  to  pursue  upon  the  present  melancholy 
emergency.  I  am  sure  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  justice 
to  those  feelings,  by  which  all  your  lordships  are  influenced 
in  proceeding  to  the  discharge  of  the  painful  duty  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  calamity  which  has  befallen  a  monarch, 
under  whose  long  and  happy  reign  so  many  blessings  have 
.  been  realbed,  and  during  which  a  greater  deg[ree  of  hap- 
piness and  internal  tranquillity  have  been  experienced,  than 
were  ever  felt  during  a  similar  period  by  any  country  in  the 
world.  It  is  impossible  for  me  adequately  to  express  those 
painful  sensations  ^ichJ  feel,  in  proceeding  to  discharge 
that  melancholy  duty  which  has  arisen  out  of  the  gr^ 
calamity  that  we  all  deplore*    The  noble  earl  has  charged 
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j»  wUh  qnoeoesaarf  Mkfy  and  the  same  charge  has  beett- 
nade  by  other  noble  lords  npdn  ibntierDighls  of  debate;  btft* 
I  aai  perfoctlj  prepared  (o  juiitify  mjsetf  aad  my  coUeagv^ 
vpon  that  head,  and  to  eontent)  that  we  sbooM  not  hav« 
doDe<o»r.dutjy  if  we  had  not  delayed  for  a  fieasonable  time 
Ike  taking  anj  step  to  supply  the  defect  in  the  pergonal 
cxerdse  of  the  IjUn/kltantfaorhy^  in  the  hope  that  any  mea-' 
sute  of  that  kind  wonld'be  leadercd  unnecessary  by  this 
Kcovery  of  his  Majesty-*  W  hen  it  is  f^onsklered,  that  nearly 
two  centaries  and  a  half  have  elapsed  since  the  establishnient* 
of  a  Regency  in  consequence  of  the  incapacity  of  the  reigning 
monardi,  it  must  be  evident  ttiat  in  setting  about  a  measure 
of  tbisiroportance)  t^edifScultiesare great  difficulties,  arising 
Mt  of  a  variety  of  circumstances,  which  must  be  attended  to 
in tiie consideration  of  soimportaBtmquestion.  in  discussing 
ifae  great  questions  now  before  us,  it  is  my  wish  to  avoid  e^ery* 
extraneous  considenition,  and  likewise  all  those  considera- 
tions, which,  although,  they  may  hereafter  grow  out  of  the 
aobject,  are  not  now  necessarily  included  in  it,  oonfiningf 
fliyself  strictly  to  the  discussion  of  those  great  principles' 
upon  which  must  be  founded  the  measure  that  is  now  tho 
object  of  our  contemplation.  The  first  principle  to  which 
I  wish  to  draw  your  lordships'  attention,  is  that  the  Throne 
js  fulT^  and  that  the  political  capacity  of  the  King  ran£ns 
entire!.  This  is  an  essential  principle  derived  from  the  very- 
Constitution  of  fhetYionarchy,  and  without  which  the  most 
dangeroos  consequences  might  ensue.  The  feet  that  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  Royal  authority  is  interrupted,  is 
one  upon  which,  unfortunately,  no  difference  of  opinioit 
ean  arise,  and  it  is  also  evident  that  some  measure  must  be. 
taken  to  supply  that  defect.  The  next  principle  to  which 
1  wish  to  advert  isj  that  there  is  no  established  succession  to 
the  Regency.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  some 
persons  that  it  would  be  wise  to  make  some  provision  for  the 
esMUisbment  er  succession  of  a  Regency,  in  the  event  of 
the  personal  incapacity  of  the  reignins;  monarch  ;  but  to  make 
a  prospective  enactment  of  this  kind  has  always  been  fouiid 
a  question  of  so  much  danger  and  difficulty  that  our  ancestors 
have  thought  it  most  expedient  to  abstain  from  adopting 
any  such  measure.  They  thought  it  wiser  to  leave  the 
special  emergency  of  the  case  to  be  provided  for  by  a 
special  proviMon,  dictated  by  the  necessity  of  the  time,  and 
bstittg  no  longer  than  that  necessity  existed.  There  are 
many  circumstances  indeed,  arising  out  of  the  various  cases 
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of  the  ia&ncyj  the  s'^kness^  or  the  infirmitj. arising  from, 
tfickuess,  or  from  age  in  the  Sovereign >  which  in  m^  opinion, 
render  it  a  much  vriset  course  to  leave  the  emergency  to  be', 
specially  pi;ovU1ed;  for,,  under  the  particular  considerations 
arising  out  of  the  particular  case^  than  to  ( nact  any  pro* . 
spegtive  measure.     It  is,  indeed,    a  principle  essentially' 
interwoycn  with  ijaonarchy,  that  while  the  throne'isfilledi. 
and  the  political  cax)acity  of  the -King  reniains  entire,  there 
stu>uld  be  no  succession  to  the  exercise  of  his  authority.' 
And  not  only  is  it  so  in  this  country,  but  in  other  mo«' 
narchical  countries  this  principle  is  also  acted  upon ;  and 
we  find  even  that  the  Heir  Apparent,  or  the  Heir  Pcesuinptive, 
havenot  been  called  upon  to  take  the  Regency  in  the eyent ' 
of  the  personal  incapacity  of  the  monarch,  and  that  in  some 
monaicfiial  countries  the  Heir  Apparent  is  the  last  person^ 
looked  to  for  the  purpose  of  taking  upon  him  a  Regency;! 
We  find  in  sqme  countries  that  the  R^ncy  is  conferred^ 
ifpon  individuals  haying  ruo  right  of  successiion  whatever 
to  the  Throne ;  and.  that,  in  countries  where  the  Saliqu& 
"  w  prevails,  females  who  are  excluded  by  that  law  frorau 


succeeding  to  the  Throne,',  have  notwithstanding  been  ap- 
pointed Jothe  kegency.  We  find  also  precedents  of  tb^' 
same  kind  in  this^country,  siibsequei^t  lo  the  succession  of  th6 
House  a(  Hanov«r  lo  the  Throne.  In  the  Regency  Bill  (if 
the  !^5th  George  11-  altho^Tgh  failing  the  issue  pf  Frederic 
Prince  of  Wales,  th6  Duke  of  Cumberlahd  was  the  Hei^ 
Presumptive ;  and  although  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was 
extremely  popular,  and  was  likewise  fit  (it  is  now  matter  of 
history,  and  therefore  may  be  mentioned)^  it  b  well  known 
the  favourite  son  of  George  the  Second,  yet  by  that  Bill,  in  the 
event  of  ihe  death  of  the  King  during  the  minority  of  bis  suc- 
cessor, the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales  was  appointed  R^nt. 
By  the  Regency  Bill  also  of  the  6th  of  his  present  Majesty^ 
giving  his  Majesty  the  power  of  appointing  by  will  a  regent 
during  the  minority  of  his  successor,  the  Queen  and  the 
Princess  of  Wales  were  expressly  chosen.  I  come  now,  my 
Lords,  to  the  third  principle  to  which  I  wish  to  call  your 
lordships'  attention,  that  no  individual  has  any  right  to  the 
jRegcncy  except  through  Parliament.  The  precedents  in 
our  history  uniformly  support  this  doctrine,  and  prove  that 
-when,  frona  the  personal  incapacity  of  the  Kfng,  a  regency 
-was  rendered  necessary,  Parliament  wasin variably  considered 
the  power  from  whence  the  right  to  the  Regency  was  to  be 
derived*  Thus  we  find  that  when,  on  the  succession  of 
Vol;  I.— 1810.  «P 


ffHary  "Hie  'Slx^Ii,  to  tfie  Crown,  who  wib  ah  JAfimt,  the 
ptifee  of  Cftoocftter,  claimed  the  Regency,  the  I'irlUilfent 
a«Bt-£^ed  for  prea^ents,  aha,  after  a  'full  (iiihsidefattoh  iJf 
t^  ^iiestioa,  decided  tttat  he  haB  no  ri^ht  to  it  'viiiii6t 
tirpngh  lliemVahd  tKoy  ajjiioihted  him  Rftgent  xitidix  terratn 
rtstHcpotu.  The  precedents  in  our  history  are  unlfcrtnly  df 
this  descrtoUon,  'with  the'exception  pf  the'ctsc  ofthe  ift^t: 
of  Yo,i1^,  Ta'.the  reign  of  Henrt  the  Sixth,  who  acted  with 
a  Htfw'lp  \w  c(aipi  upon  the  THrone,  aifd  that  of  Richard' 
iKeTmrd..  'ft  may  tjesaid.that  these  predSdenis'lirc  dnirfri 
nore^tihies'ifviolencei  but  let  it  lie  rEcollccted,  thatdiirliiff' 
t^e'perlpd'fiom  (he  reign  -of  Henry  III.  io  thatpf  Hdi^, 
VI,  wetie'eyabllshed  all  those  ereat  principles  wHltSi 'foifiri 
tlt^lfoundatioDofoui:  ConstUutidn,  and  ibatthough.Tn  A^ 
diiforlflnate  reighs  of  ihe  Stuarts,  the  emineht'ltiv^f^  of 
thoicdays  assencd'thf^  doctrines  of  the  CoHsiitbti^  itlich'. 
nltimatcly  led  to  the,R<fYolution  of  ,16^^'  yet  they  wefe 
drawn  fmm,  and  fotindcd'upth  those  ifineiples  which'hAd 
6ccn  cslablisbed  durfn^  tlie  pefiod  to'w()i(^h  I  hive  allodtd.' 
To  (he  pctiod  of  1788  I  need^^caVcely  illume,  as'lhecliffih 
.  of  right  was  [ben  liastily  hfa^i^.  dhd  lis  haSHty  'abaifcttMUf.' 
Tliefourlh  principle  to  T^hicn  I  wish 'Recall  your' lbnishl|fpS'' 
ailcitlion  is,  that  w;h'en(iver 'a  ttegeht  bas'bebn'iAppoiDtra, 
\i  lias  Iiecii  under  certain  rcstriclicins.  ^ThUs,  then,  (he 
prepfdajtfiin  ourliistory  tchd  uhifofmlv  to  prove  that  ho' 
md;vidUal  lias  a  claini  .(o'flie.  R^ency,  etcfe^t 'thVDUgh 
pirliini,cnt;_  alid  that'/Iie  Regbnby,  'Wh^n  appointed.  Has 
been  accofAiahicd  by  rcslrlc'tibni.  1  cobe  now*  rtiy  loroi,  to 
ll)e  fliode  oy  whicbit  'is  proposed  lo  constitute  the  Regency. 
k\\  aije  agreed  ttjlat  the  indivijiial  fo'  fee  ctinstittit'cd  Iwgertt 
Q(]glit.'w^uc  therriiice  of  \Va|(S.  The  two  mo^es  propttsty 
^repy  Bill  and  by  ^ddrcsS.  I  have  before  sfeten  "thiit  by 
Bill  tu  be  the  most'  priiperand  constilutiotial  mode,  arid;  ( 
inust  add,' 'lhe.only  mode  by  wliich  the  desired  object  cSi'n 
be  effected.  The  office  of  Regent  is  unknown  io  the  liW. 
jFor  the  courts  t«low  to  lalienplice  of  the  appolbtment  of  a 
Kegciit,  there  mubt  b^  some  rtconl  of  his  appointment  "Which 
thwr' courts  can  legally  recogni'ze.  Ah  Addi'ess  wonld  be 
only  a  record  of  Parliament,. but  would  not  be  a  rccoftl 
which  the  courts  IjcIow  rould  recognize.  An  Address  irltfy 
request  the  exercise  of  powers  already  legally  vested  ;  but 
liow.cnnlhe  Prince  of  Wiiles,  in  cofisequence  of  an  Address,  ■ 
("xercise  pcwcTs  whicli  are  not  legally  vested  in  him  ?  A 
If'gisMlve  hieasn're,  "wKh  the  great  "seal  attached  t^  it,  Hiiisl 


tie  nscomi^  by.thq  copils  MoW)  ond  will  nocessacUjr  cqi^- 
feraBlfipse  povrers  ifhicb  it  is  wished  to  vest  in  tl^e  I^gc^. 
Tiicitjr.0  Houses  QfBarlifinient  must  act  in  tb^  io^itance  from 
Uie;ne^itj  qt  the  qsMi  in  directing  the  ffreatsea^  to  I)Q 
afixedtaa ConfiimsioQ fon^iying the Rojcll a^i)$  to 6ucl 
a  leeifllf^tiwiftea^iiiie*  9y  uiat,  alone,  cai|  it  be  reqpgn^ 
in  tSecoluts  bdow*  The  gre^t  seal  may  be  il|€g»^y  a||j 
4a  aa  iastniment,  bat  sacb  au  act  can  cMily  be  qac^tlcjiied  iii 
Parliameat ;  the  courts  beloif  must  recognize  the  instni> 
aient;  there  caan  be  no  avermont  there  agahiat  ti)e.  girea^ 
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Earl  Stanhope  spoke  to  order,  stating,  that  the  Aobte  ^rt 
was  mistaken.  Hi9  h>rdship  was  about  to  quote  an  act  qf 
parliament,  wheo 

The  Earl  of  Hamntby  spoke  to  order,  observing  that  thf 
noble  eail  had  no  right  to  call  his  noble  ficiend,  unless  he 
iiad  tranilgreBSed  the  order  of  the  HiNise* 

The  Earl  of  Ltoerpool^My  Lords,  I  am  aware  of  the 
act  wbieh  the  noble  earl  was  about  to  <)uote ;  but  (  CQot|iin4 
that  it  bears  quite  a  different  construction  to  that  which  the 
noble  earl  puts  upon  it.  Imust  again  conteQ4  thgl  there 
can  be  no  ayerment  against  the  great  seal  in  the  courts'  lie* 
low,  and  that  an  instrument  wiUi  the  g^t  sc^liafl&ised  musit 
^ere  be  recognized.  (His  lordship'ieajd  a  pa$9l^^  from  » 
speech  of  the  late  Earl  Garden  in'l'teS  iti  sup^iort'olhis 
bwn  argument,  to  shew  the  powet  of  the  gceat  sefilh 
1)1^  ith  respect  to  tlie  Act  of  the  1st  of  Fhilip  aed'  SAary  for 
leytesiDg  an  attainder,  which  U^e  noUe  e^rl  was  ii.bQMt  tb 
^piote,  it '  rather  stren^bens  ihnok  weajkens  my  argit- 
jBent.  An  Act  of  Attainder  was  passed  at  the  clole  of • 
the  rei|^  of  Henry  Vlllth,  and  in  cdnsequence  of  pie  illQite 
of  that  monarch,  the  Royal  asseni  was  hot  regularly  givcu 
to  it,  aiihou|^  the  great  seal  was  affixed  to  the  oonftmi$svifi 
for  giring  the  Royal  assent;  yet  this  Act  baYilig  tjie'gifeat 
eecd,  was  reoDgnizcd  in  tlie  courts  belowd curing  the  ipthote 
xdgn  of  Edward  Vitb,  a  period  of  six  6x  ^vmA  years,  and 
was  then  only  questioned  in  Parliament,  and  set  aside  th^ 
1st  of  PhiUpand  Mary.  The  precedent  of  l6S8^  irjiich 
has  been  fonuedy  alluded  io^  does  not  apply  in  the  present 
case.  Now  the  throne  is  full,  the  courts  of  justice  in  au« 
thority^  and  the  commissions  issued  in  the  .King's  niin^e 
in  full  force.  At  the  period  of  1688,  the  throjie  was  yit^ 
cant,  the  King  had  left  the  country,  taking  with  him  the 
gceat  seal  {a  clear  proof  of  the  efficacy  which  be'  conCtdved 
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to  attacli  to  the  great  seal),  the  courts  of  justice  Winre  shnty 
and  the  commissions  issued  in  the  King's  name  ifisre  ya»- 
cated.  The  Parliament  had  no  legal  meons  of  calling  into 
exercise  anj  legal  power,  and  the  only  means  they  bad 
left  to  restore  the  Constitution  was  by  addressing  the 
Prince  whom  they  called  to  the  Throne,  to  take  him  nponfaim* 
the  Royal  authority.  The  other  precedent  which  was  on  a 
former  evening  quoted,  is  that  of  the  Irish  Parliament  in' 
1788 ;  but  let  it  be  recollected  that  although  the  two  Houses 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  agreed  to  address  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  noble  Marquis  (Buckingham)  who  was  then  at 
the  head  of  the  government  of  Ireland,  and  whom!  regret 
I  do  not  now  see  in  his  place,  to  his  immortal  credit,. re* 
fused  to  give  that  measure  his  sanction,  and  thus  it  never 
received  the  sanction  of  the  King's  representative.  It  is 
remarkable  also,  that  in  1799  and  1800,  when  the  Union 
with  Ireland  was  under  consideration,  one  of  the  arguments 
for  the  Union,  and  that  which  the  opponents  of  that  mea- 
sure allowed  had  the  greatest  force,  and  that  it  did  render 
some  arrangement  necessary,  was  that  very  difference  of 
opinion  in  1788  with  the  Parliament  here,  and  the  danger 
which  was  thereby  incurred  of  a  separation  between  the 
twoT  countries. — (His  lordship  then  stated  the  circum- 
stances which  took  place  when  Parliament  rolet  in  17880 
— It  is  known  that  on  the  Sd  of  February,  1789,  the  Par- 
liament was  opened  by  a  commission,  to  which  the  great 
ffeai  had  been  affixed  by  order  of  the  two  Houses.  Tfa6 
Lord  Chancellor  then  stated,  that  Parliament  was  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to  supply  the  defect  in 
the  Royal  authority,  occasioned  by  his  majesty's  indispc^ 
aitlon.  Before  the  end  of  February  his  Majesty  recovered, 
-and  on  the  10th  of  March  a  commission  was  issued,  signed 
by  his  Majesty,  and  the  same  Commissioners  sat;  the  com* 
mttsion  rderred  to  the  former  commission  of  the  3d  of 
February,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  his  Majesty's 
name,  declar^  the  further  causes  for  holding  the  said  Paiw 
liament. 

The  same  Parliament  was  thus  re-assembled  by  the  same 
authority,  and  the  great  precedent  to  which  I  have  alluded 
received  its  final  sanction.  'But,  my  Lords,  important  as 
this  circumstance  is,  there  are  others  equally  forcible  and 
impressive,  to  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  direct  your  atten- 
tion. Many  private  bills  had  been  introduced,  and  many 
petitions  received  in.  the  interval  between  the  appointment 
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•fa  cammission  by  Parliament,  on  the  Sd  of  Fe1»raaiy^ 
1780,  and  the  re*appointnient  of  the  same  commission,  bjr 
virtue  of  th^  Kijig*s  sign  manual,  on  the  10th  of  the  fol« 
lowing  mouth-  Those  bills  and  petitions  had  passed 
through  difierent  stages;  yet  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to 
renew  them,  and  introduce  them  a  second  time,  now  that 
Parliament  was  assembled  under  tl^  usual  furms ;  and  they 
were  accordingly  carried  on,  and  the  bills  that  passed  under 
thjcse  circnmsCances  afterwards  received  the  Royal  assents 
If  tJie  legality  of  these  .acts  should  now  be  questioned, 
private  property  to  a  very  considerable  amount  must  be 
affected. 

My  Lords,  with  respect  to  those  proceedings  which  it 
may  be  deemed  expedient  to  adopt  in  supplying  the  defi« 
ciencfcs  of  the  Executive  Government,  whatever  diflbrences 
of  opinion  may  prevail  on  that  subject,  I  feel  the  strong 
nooessity  of  keeping  them  totally  distinct  from  that  grand 
constitutional  principle,  which  {  have  shewn  has  been  al» 
leady  solemnly  established,  which  is  connected  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  Throne  and  of  the  Country,  and  essential  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation.  The  doctrine  whick 
Xbave  maintained  this  night  has  been  recognized,  not  only 
at  several  antecedent  periods  of  our  history,  but  roost 
clearly  and  decidedly  by  the  precedent  of  1789.  Founded 
in  justice  and  reason,  it  slani^  supported  by  the  v<rfoe  u£ 
Pi^rliament-r*it  appears  arrayed  m  all  the  ^cavity  and  ftv- 
tbority  which  the  most  venerable  of  our  institutions  caa  . 
Jbestowr-<x>nfirmed  and  sanctioned  by  bodies,  compre- 
hending all  that  is  sacred  in  religion,  illustrious  la  birth,  t 
and  eminent  in  character  and  talent^— and  finally,  it  is  la-* 
tified  by  the  approbation  of  the  third  brandi  ot  the  legis- 
.ture^  whose  absence  it  was  intended  ^o  supply.  I  am, 
therefore,  nOcturally  anxious  that  this  great  precedent  should . 
bepla<^  in  its  true  light,  that  it  sb^ld  be  regarded 'not 
as  a  single  example,  but  as  forming  another  great  link  in 
a  ^bain  of  instances,  all  tending  to  uphold  the  same  prin- 
ciples. And  it  is  obvious  that,  whether  the  defect  of  the  per* 
sonal .  exercise,  of  the  Royal  authority  proceed  from  the 
weakness  of  infancy,  or  originate  in  the  infirmities  of  mati- 
bood,  the  same  principles  arc  equallji  applicable,  equally 
important  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  legitimate 
.interestsof  the  Monarch..*  Thjis  considering  the  question, 
i  trust  these  precedents  will  long  remain,  and  that  their 
.jforceand  authority  will  be  submitted  toby  posterity* 
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.  E{»1  Sianhopt  bcfpged  it  to  be  UDdefstood,  that  if  be 
voted  for  tb»  resohition^  it  was  not  oq  the  ^roQnds'  stated 
bj  the  noble  lord,  bat  for  reasons  of  a  rery  difttivent  nature. 
As  to  the  interrirption  which  he  had  given  the  noble  lord 
in  thecoune  of  his  speech,  he  thoqght  that  it  would  npt  have 
been  unpleasant  to  him,  as  what  be  had  said  at  the  time 
was  contrary  to  an  Aet  [of  Parliament ;  but  be  was  happy 
that  the  nobie  lord  had  not  been  so,  interrupted  as  to  qe* 

£rive  the  House  of  those  precious  arguments  which  they 
ad  this  night  heard.     The  noble  lord  seetaed  vmy  fond 
of  appealing  to  what  had  been  done  by  that  woithless  anc) 
arbritary  prince,  James  II.  and  in  proof  of  the  vast  inpor- 
lance  of  tlie  great  seal,  had  mentioned  that  it  was  carried 
off  by  that  prince  in  his  pocket,  and  the  loss  seemed  alonost 
irreparable  to  his  lordship.    But  as  to  that  point,  he  would 
beg  leave  to  put  a  case.    Suppose  the  noble  loid  vras  a 
thief,  (a  laugh  \)  which,  however,  he  was  very  ftr  from 
saying  he  was,  but  only  put  it  for  thp  'sake  of  the  aiiga* 
aient ;  and  suppose  that  be  had  stolen    the  great  seal  from 
4he  pocket  of  the  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  ;  what  was 
lo  nioder  him  from  creating  himself  Duke  of  Fliisbingv 
then  giving  himself  as  great  a  pension  as  the  great  wA 
could  give,  and  last  of  all  making  an  imprBssioii  en  the 
l^ree*  wax  to  get  himself  a  pardon?    {Laughiettl)    If  the 
l^eatf  seal  was  such  a  mighty  engine  as  to  be  aMe  of  \\si^ 
4o  sanction  and  complete  an  Act  of  Fkrliament,  what  was 
io  hinder  it  from  domg  tU  he  had  mentioned  ?    Such  was 
^e  noUe  lord's  knowl^ge  of  ttie  law  $  but  let  us  look  to 
4o  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  6ih  of  Anne,  chap.   vii. 
"which  was  for  the  better  security  of  the  Protestant  sno- 
cession*    Among  other  enactments,  it  provides  for  the  lip- 
pointment  of  lords  justices,  to  assume   ^e  diiection  on 
the  demise  of  the  Queen ;  and  in  the  9tb  section  itbnaets, 
that  her  great  seal  shall  be  used  by  them  till  her  suecisssor, 
on  his  arrival,  give  orders  to  the  oontmry;  and  fSo  little 
importance  was  attached  to  it,  th^t  the  act  goes  on  to^say, 
th^t  the  successor  may  use  any  seal  he  pleases  for  the  eriat 
seul ;    and  that  if  declared  to  be  such,  it  shall  be  of  the 
same  eStcty   to  all  intents   and  purposes.      But  not  to 
squabble  any  longcs  about  these  points,  but  to  come  to  tlie 
q  uestion ;  he  was  ready  to  say  that  he  agreed  to  tlie  fid  resolu- 
tion, which  claimed  it  as  the  right  of  the  two  Houses  t6  ap- 
point a  Hcgent, because  he  found  no  Act  of  Parliament  whidb 
gave  the  Kqgt:ncy  to  any  orie  in  case  of  the  King*s  illness  or 


inlsipad^;  no  tae,  Aefefbreyhad  t.  right  4a  take  it,  and  <ite* 
tequentfy  ncme  but  Ibe  wepi^eiitatives  of  the  (Asople  c^aM 
supplv^  the'defideneyiii  the  Ez^iittve  that  was  thus  eeca« 
stWKd.  This  was  m  short  Imd  'plain  itsason  f6r  ngrmng 
Ib'tfaelSd'M^lutioii.  But  in  his  oplnkii,  that  resplutiott 
yfB8  iocomplete,.  and  he  should,  therefore,  before  the  sat 
do^m,  'preposa  to  ainoidmerit'lo  'it  in'theivfeiir  of  additioti. 
Tltet  MMmait  be  sfaofold  now  read  to  the  HouAe^ .  aad  {| 
"Wvts  this:  ^  ..   . 

*<  That  the  <poireh  ^  the  Regent  should  oootiaue  uAtil 
Hie  *LiNds  Ml  Cottanons,  4>ti  shiBoierit  and  satts&ctprjr 
praofoftbefiiet^  -shall  dcdaie  his  Ifejesty  tooom^eljr 
icmtmsd  1  as  to  be  competent  to  resniae  the  Vaiibns  and 
ifhielOf  AmetiMsdfliis  Royal  office.'* 

m  tfiKftd  there 'Ifroakl  be  no  dificulty  in  acceding -to 
AfeifaMliisetit:  far«s  the  compeftsn^  of  dedarm^  tte 
kmLtSHAulf  #f  the  Ktaig  lo  the  exeeutibn  of  the  regal  dnlica 
h^to  the  fwo  Hmises  of  Parliament  aione,  tmd  deiild  Uo 
ffo  'Wheitft  etie^  so  vbat  other  power tvas  there. in. the 
CMlitTy  to  dmde  whto  that  ineapacity  ^«s  reraomi  ?  and 
Hl^tWdilottses'haiitlg  decided  itYnone  way,  them  appeased 
(ohimno otber'Mttonty  that  ootid  dbdde hi ts opposite 
IMiili^n  W4i»  it  the  Pri?y  Council  that  was  to-  decided 
flhMrdy  too  mkn  irotAd  iheiftion  its  atrthof  ity  as  any  ivlin^  to 
fcfr'Mt  in  •  competition  with  that  of  the  two  Houses.  This 
was  dll  bethought  it  necessary  to  say  in  support  of  thepruH 
ciple  af  his  amendment ;  and  as  lo  4ts  expediency  under  all 
die  ctrCumstahC^,  he  realty  thonfi^h  t  there*  oould  be  no  doubt 
about  it.  Was  It  possible  to  tigtire  to  oorseli^es  cirenm* 
•tancesitiote  dangerous  either  to  the  Royal  authority  or  to 
thcfW^lliAre  of  the  country,  than  various  points  oft  whicQi 
Ihe.lebntinCiance  of  tHe  Regent^s <sluthority  might  tarn  f 
The  Phyricians  might  be  of  various  feitxl  divided  opinions 
^  tiielBubject  of  his  Majesty's  competency v and  theiofbirv 
''^^o  so  proper  to  decide  as  the  two  Houses  theinsellires  f 
ThtstiAfbrtunate  illhess  put  him  in  mind  of  one  of':the 
mUdt  sehsible  sayings  he  had  eveiT  heard,  and  which  was 
tts^ibed  to  that  able  and  honest  man.  Judge  BurOet.  A 
perton  in  his  cottipany  happened  to  say,  that  in  'his 
opinion,  the  office  of  a  judge  was  a  very  silly  'and 
tale  'bne ;  for  dll  that  he  had  to  do  was  only  to  dis- 
tftfigui^b'betwe^n  black  and'white.  "  You  are  very  much 
*'"hifatftkfen,*'  replied  Judge  Burnet,  "  the  judges  never  feel 
^<  any  dffficillty  in  the  blacks  ami  the  Wbttea-^tl  ouf 
*^  difficulties  are  in  the  greys  !*'    In  the  same  way,  said^bij^ 


IcMrdBhip,  be  conceived  that,  in  the  delicate  qucsUon  i(r 
nrhich  ne  alluded,  there  ini^ht  be  so  many  gttySp  so  many 
lAadeB  between  white  and  black,  that  the  only  proper  aa^ 
thority  to  decide  it  was  the  Houses  of  Parliament :  save 
and  except  them,  he  knew  none  that  could  perform  that 
dnty* 

The  noble  earl  concluded  with  proposing*  the  amcndmeBt^ 
which  we  have  given  above,  which  wa^  then  put  to  the  vote, 
and  ne/n^tived  without  a  division. 

Lord  HoUand  rose,  not  to  trespass  (ben  on  thei^  lord-* 
ships  time*  He  objected  entirely  to  the  seoond  resolntiody 
but  was  unwilling*  to  enter  into  any  long  discussbn  coo* 
cerning  it  He  should  content  himself^  afi^  a  very  few  obs6r* 
vations,  with  moving  the  previous  question  upon  k.  It 
involvcxl  an  abstnict  question^  which,  whenever  it  was  pos- 
sible»  it  was  desirable  to  avoid  entering  into ;  and  this  wa^ 
ao.fer  acknowtec^ed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  founded  the  ne- 
csisity  of  cominff  to  their  declaration  upon  the  ttssuined 
asiertionof  the  Prince's  claims.  He  diflfeied  much  fromi 
Ae  opinions  then  expressed  upon  tliat  necessity,  but  there 
was.  now  not  even  that  shadow  of  a  pretence  adduced  tot 
lecommei^  it.  All  metaphvsical  distinctions  were  oVer^ 
lufcd  in  the  generally  receivea  conclusion,  that  the  .Prince 
of  Wales  ought  to  be  sole  jR^gent^  Lord  HoUand'theit 
Hioved  the  previous  question,  which  was  put  and  negatived 
without  a  divisions 

Ulie  third  Resolution  being  read, 

Ijord  Holland  roseand  spo4e  to  the  Ibllowing  ef&ct:— Mtr 
liords,  1  now  rise  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  an.  amend* 
ment  t9  the  Resolution  oftered  to  your  consideration.  Before 
I  state  the  reasons  which.have  urged  me  to  take  this  course^ 
1  feel  it  impossibly  not  to  advert  to  •  some  of  the  principles 
which  the  noble  eari  (Liverpool)  has  made  the  ground-work 
of  bi9  Resolutions,  and  to  the  consequences  which  must 
nsoll  from  an  acquiescence  in  the  pro|>ositions  he  has  re- 
commended. There  are  indeed  some  of  those  principle 
which  I  am  by  no  means  iuclincd  to  dispute ;  there  are 
others  to  which  I  cannot  give  my  assent:  but  I  thiuk  I 
can  prove  that  in  the  application  tlie  noble  carl  has  made 
of  them,  he  has  gained  but  little  for  his  object;  that  even 
if  tliey  were  all  true,  tiiey  ^o  but  little  to  warrant  the 
.  conclusion  he  has  drawn,  or  to  sanction  the  proceeding  he 
has  endeavoured  \o  found  upon  them.  The  noUe  eap|. 
has  laid  considerable  stress  on  the  proposition  with  whick 


lie  set  out.  Be  has  c<>ntetiM  thai  the  tihrone  iBeterfaHi 
ftnd  cantidt  be  considered  al  anf  <^e  taonnt ;  that  tfiefe. 
exisCa  a  malerbl  dbtitictldn  between  the  jlolitUwl  i»paoitf  of 
tfaeSovereiipo,  and  the  pefftonlil  e»BK)ifie  of  the  Royd  fuiio- 
tionB.  I  am  ivdl  awate,  thy  lords,  that  there  hate  bten  p»* 
riods  of  oar  history  when  this  aie^physical  diititiction  .laia 
made  nnich  use  of;  and  I  am  willing  to  alhiw,  that  to  a 
certain  extent  it  -is  founded  in  truth ;  but  I  am  sava  the 
noUe  earl  has,  this  night,  drawn  ho  inferenoe  firom  that  mo^ 
tafphysical  anbtlety  in  any  debtee  subp^rlkiff  the  oouiae  he 
Jh  upon  your  lon!shi{^  to  pii»ue.  ^ndc^  without  stop^ 
ping  to  inqaire  into  the  natute  of  this  abstract  and  phiios^ 
pUcal  analysis,  without  attempting  to  measure,  or  to  limit 
the  extent  to  which  it  can  be  carried,  I  must  be  dtowed  to 
eay  thai  the  tickAe  earl  himself  seems  to  Hie  not  to  understand 
thie  nature  of  the  distinction  which  he  has  drawn*  If  I 
tiodeistand  his  meanmg  of  that  ditlbreace,  it  is  .this,  that 
the  capacity  to  dischar^  all  the  duties  atiaohed  to  the 
8ovemgn  power  mu^  reside  somewhere^  and  in  all  casea  and 
in  all  times,  whether  that  ca^dty  be  derived  by  snooenion, 
or  whether  in  certain  cases  it  be  conferred  by  the  votes  of 
the  estates  of  the  realm,  or  whether  by  any  stietch  of  illegi<» 
timate  means  it  may  have  beoi  at*  any  tiaie  intproperly 
assumed.  I,  however,  contend^  that  there  has  been  no 
^iod  of  our  history,  not  even  those  to  w*hich  the  noble 
earl,  with  such  seeming  triumph,  has  referted,  where  the 
Sovereignty  has  been  stripped  of  its  just  prerogatives)  or 
that  pny  man  or  set  of  men  ever  before  md,  or  assuoaed 
die  power  of  invadmg  its  rights.  Another  principle  ad* 
vanced  by  the  noble  earl,  was  founded  upon  the  assertioni 
that  tfaete  never  has  been  in  this  country  a  Regent  but  was 
appointed  by  parliament.  Although  i  doubt  the  extent  to 
which  this  assertion  is  carried,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  by 
Parliament  they  have  been  generally  appointed'— by  Parlia- 
ment constitutionally  convened — by  a  Parliainent  j^2/  in  afl 
its  parts — ^by  the  three  co-ordinate  bmnches  of  the  Legbia« 
ture,  King,  Lords,  and  Commons.  Coupled  with  this 
principle,  that  the  appointment,  to  be  complete,  most  be 
the  act  of  the  whole  Legislature,  I^aceede  to  the  other  propo« 
sition  of  the  noble  earl,  that  in  Parliament  is  centered  tiie 

Eower  of  making  such  an  appointment,  even  passing  by  the. 
eirs  apparent  or  pn»umpttve  of  the  Crown,     it  is  the 
principle  on  which  the  throne  of  this  country  U  founded-«^it 
xs  the  principle  by  which  the  right  of  the  llkistrious  family 
Vol.1.— 1810.  «G 
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who  now  inherit  it,  is  mainly  secured.  It  is  thai  faH 
'pariiamentaipr  right  which  not  only  allowB  us  to  overkiok 
the  very  heir,  hut  whiqh  has  empowered  the  Legislature 
itself  to  confer  the  Executive  authority  upon  the  meanest 
individual  in  the  state.  It  is  a  right  not  existing  alone  in 
prindnle,  but  Which  has  been  happily  and  -beneficially 
exertea  in  the  instance  of  placing  the  succKsion  io  the 
illustrious  fiimily  of  his  present  Majesty.  Biit  this  right, 
4o  be  exercised  legally  and  constitutionally,  must  be  in  con- 
tequenoe  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  not  by  the  mejce  ' 
agreement  of  the  two  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons.  And 
here  I  must  observe,  that  throughout  the  whole  of  his  speech^ 
the  noble  earl  has  completely  been  b^ging  the  question. 
He  has  assumed  that  the  strange  anomaly  which  his  pro* 
positioQ  contains,  that  (he  stmnge  proceeding  recommended 
b^  him,  which  bbs  no  similitude  or  analogy  with  any  prin- 
ciple.or  pnioticein  our  Constitution,  if.  sanctioned  by  the 
two  Houses,  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  Act  of  rarlia- 
Inent.  *  If  I  coEld  be  persuaded  that  such  an  acquiescence 
was  of  the  samb  efficacy  as  an  Act  of  Parliament,  then  most 
certainly  could  1  view  a  Regent  thus  constituted  in  the  same 
Jight  as  Majesty  itself.  -  But  every  principle  of  the  Consti- 
tution  and  parliamentary  precedent  is  hostile  to  any  such 
inference. 

'  The  fourth  proposition  of  the  noble  earl  was,  tliat  there 
fiever  has  been  a  ^gent  appointed  by  Parliament  but  has  been 
made  subject  to  certain  limitations  of  the  Royal  prerogative. 
Untrilling  to  anticipate  that ;  discussion  whicli  on  a  futmre 
<»ccasioh  will  most  probably  take  place,  I  must  say  that  in 
every  view  1.  can  take  of  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  stale  in  which  its  best  interests  are  placed,  that  it 
will  be  my  duty  tocontend  against  the  principle  c£ temporary 
restrictions  (JJear !  hear  /)  being  imposed  upon  the  indi- 
vidual invested  with  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  functions. 
For  although,  my  lords,  I  feel  the  force  and  cogency  of 
those  arguments  whicli  undeniably  prove  the  great  and  dan- 
gerous increase  in  late  times,  arising  from  many  causes,  of 
(he  influence,  of  the  Crown,  I  can  never  consent  to  impose 
any  temporary  limitations  on  the  Royal  Prerogative — con- 
▼ertuig  that  which  was  given  for  the  security-aod  safety  of 
the  people  intoa  direct  ai\d  studied  insult  against  the  dis* 
tinguisl^  individual  whom  you  call  upon  to  administer  the 
important  functions  of  the  JBxecutive  authority.  (Heari 
kearl)  :But  dismissing  from  my  consideration  all  reference 
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to  the  itelifigs  or  the  chancier  *  of  his  Royal  Highnes  the 
Prince  of 'Wales,  I  stand  up  hene^  the  people  or  England. 
I.  contend  th&t  these  prerogntivcs  have  beni  conferired  for 
their  securityT— that  they  are  a  part  (rf*  their  rights^thatwi* 
less  necessary  to  their  interests,  and  conducive  to  their  safetyv 
they  ought  not  to  eslst  at  all ;'  bat  being  their  right,  and 
being  necessary,  there  exists  no  other  power  but  that  of  a 
ftiU  parliament,  competent  to  wrest  them  from  tbem«  (HeoTf 
hearl)     Thus  much  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  upon  a 
pomt  whi^h  we  will  have  h^eafler  to  discuss,  at  the  same 
time  thai  I  dare  the  noble  earl  to  produce  a  single  instance 
where  the  prerogative  was  suspended  or  restricted  for  any* 
given  time.  •  it  is  true,  that  in  cases  of  iacapaci^  in  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  Royal  functions,'  arismg  from  abf 
sence  or  infancy^  altboogh  limitations  were  fixm  tipon  the 
lords  justices,  yet  it  was  only  as  to  those  parts  of  the  Royal' 
*ftmctions  which  the  King  was  not  precluded  by  absence 
from  exercising  as  in  other  emergencies ;  what  was  denied  to 
the  Recent,  existed  in  the  Council. 
.  Havuig  offered  these  remarks  on  what  has  fallen  from  the 
A>Ue  earl,  1  shall  beg  leave  to  state  the  reasons  which  in* 
flnence  me  to  oppose  the  course  he  recommends.-    Your 
loidships  having,  by  your  agreement  with  the  second  reso1n« 
tion,  sanctioned  the  right  of  the  estates  of  the.i^alm  to 
supply  the  defect  of  the  personal  exercise  of  the  Royal  au- 
thority, you  are  now  proceeding  to  that  object.    Ixt  all 
common  sense,  and  from  interpretation  of  language,  that  re* 
solution  decbies  the  power  of  the  two  Houses  to  do  it ;  yet 
that  very  thing  which  you  positively  declare  your  compe* 
tency  of  yourselves  to '  do  ;  by  another  resolution  the  noble 
earl  calls  upon  yon  also  to  declare  it  cannot  be  done,  'withf> 
oat  the  assistance  of   something  extrinsic  to  yonrsdvesu 
Agree  my  lords  to  this  third  resolution,  which  asserts  the 
necessity  of  determining  on  the  means  how  the  Royal  assent 
shall  be  given  to  the  proposed  Bill,  and  your  decision  must 
be  involved    in   the   nlost    contradictorv  absurdity.     lo 
what  system  of  logic  has  the  noble  earl  learned  this  cii* 
rious  mode  of  reasoning  ?  No  where  I  am  sure^  from  tfe 
'first  rudiments  of  syllogistic  reasoning-^from  the  simple 
syllogism  of  the  voweb  dowu  to  the  more  abstruse  proposi- 
tions of  Aristotle.     If  it  be  logic,  it  must  be  a  syllogism, 
which  in  the  schd^stic  phrase,  nuUum  nomen  habei.  What' 
is  it  but  sayine,  we  possess  of  ourselves  a  right  to  do  a 
thing-rthat  right  we  must  now  exerpise ;  but  in  the  e^^- 


cfae,  it  it  Mccsasry  to  reto'tt  tavMnetbing  ou4  of  jFOondvek 
OriojUutttBteaoitfally— ^wearo  9kh  to  nfelk  upon  iupa 
leg».  We  BOW  pfoeeed  to  walk  upoii  two  Ie|p^  therefore,  it 
ie  neocntrj  tbat  we  use  a  emtcb.  (Hear^  hear  t)  Mark, 
xsj  bidai  sAore  dosrijr  the  native  of  the  pcooeeduig  wkick 

Save  called  npoii  to  aebpt.  You  wo  asked  to  a|nee  to  a 
which  ekaold  cnipowtv  oeitab  peiaoos  to  put  the  great 
gfal  to  8  commiflion,  in  aider,  to  enable  certam  peiaons  io 
give  the  Royal  ascnt  1o  such  Bill  at  may  be  hereafter. 
ftm&iy  to  nipply  the  defect  in  the  exercise  of  the  Royal 
authority.  The  power  that  yon  are  about  to  cdnfer,  doea 
not  extend  to  the  withholdtng  of  any  asBcnt*  There  is  nor 
deetion  tftwm  to  the  commiaBiooers ;  the  aoent,  and  that 
ideaev  ii  nnpcfative  upon  thenl.  In  ptefbeaee  to  tbat  ui^ 
oedstitQtioiialy  inconvenient  and  dibtoiy  ooiuie,  I  bqpp  kavo 
tb  pfopose  an  Addreas  to  bis  Riml  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Walei.  Il  will  be  for  your  lavchbipSi  ia  yonr  wiadom^  tor 
dbttrmiae  which  is  the  moit  coaMitutiooalt  Hunt  reoo»* 
cUeable  with  parliamentary  precedent^  and  most  conteiient 
to  tbe  great  objects  at  tkia  moaient  prssrin^  on  the  coaatf y . 
With  lespcd  to  that  which  h  meet  consntutional,  I  tturt 
kMlecd  baiw  wMly  bet  one  of  the  three  focidttes  of  tht) 
hnnnon  mind,  if  I  am  atislaken  mtkiiddag,  tbat  tomahean  AcC 
of  Partiament  theMtassentoftbe  Khiiveoo^ordhiate  bvanchei 
ofthoJLegisbitiiie  is  necesBaiy,  and  npontbegrouMkofpro^ 
cedent  I  think  I  Can  point  out^  ofen  in  thoso  remote  penods 
to  wkich  tbe  noble  eael  refermd,  and  with  bim  I  moit  fnlly 
agree,  tbat  ia  tboie  tioiM,  the  timea  of  tbo  PfaMlagenetiy  bof 
me  the  accession  of  tbe/radorsy  or  the  introduction  of  the 
aibitrarj  principles  of  the  Stnarts,  tbe  seedaof  tbat  conatitn« 
lional  freraom  weie  sown^  which  ia  sabse^nent  periods  baa 
keen  so  benefioially  cnltmted-*-!  say,  in  those  times  tbo 
ncUe  earl  cannot  find  any  things  in  any  shape,  fci  fiiToor  of 
tbe  conise  upon  which  be  is  anxious  fn  prsoeed*  Upon 
Acse  points  J  ayn  art  issne  with  him.  Aa  to  the  Genstitotnah 
I  ask  what  is  the  Royal  asseat  ?^  la  otber  words  what  is 
an  Act  of  Pavlkmont  ?    ia  giving  the  answer^  i  must  sp 

Ens  to  bave  ^oien  it  from  a  humorons  panrpbfet  pw 
bed  tbirtj)r  or  forty  years  ago^  under  the  title  of  jtnUcipitf 
fim^kk  wh)cb  tbe  speeches  of  memberr  in  the  two  Himses  of 
Pbrliament  are  jpstsumed ;  sMid  a  gentleman^  not  very  con* 
swienous  for  diflmsaee,  is  introdncodexeniiningthe  piarts  of 
the  Constitution.  He  proceeds  m  a  very  gmre  manner  to 
mky  wheth/er  it  is  not  a  tbree*fskl  Constitution,  9om|^Gsed  of 
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Kingy  Lords,  and  Commans  ?    Yet,  njr  loida,  that  reiy 
propositioo,  the  mctttioa  of  which  was  consideicd  aa  ridicu- 
lottsly  iiiineceBsary^  we  are  at  this  day,  by  the  proceedings  pC 
the  noUe  lords  opposite,  conpeUed  to  defeod.    How  bar 
Sir  Matthew  Hde  defined  an  Act  of  Farliament  ?    In  the 
forcible  bn^age  of  that  great  hiwyer,  it  is  described  as  m 
tripattite  imientuie.    But  Inking  an  initnace  from  common 
liK^  where  three  petaons  were  necessary  hj  contract  to  do  an 
act;  from  absence,  or  any  other  incapacity,  it  wesimpoo* 
sibleto  obtain  the  acqotesceoce  but  of  two  of  the  parties;  it 
is  proposed  by  some  tliat  an  agent  or  attorney  shonld  bo 
appointed  for  the  tbisd  person.     What  character  wonid  be 
inpoted  to  the  proceeding,  were  the  two.  others  to  decfaue 
there  b  no  attorney  necessary  for  the  third  penon*  Uinr 
incapable  ta  Oct*»«we  onnelves  will  be  hb  attorney  ?    These 
are  the  grounds  upon  which  I  rest  my  denal  of  the  com- 
petency of  the  iwo  Houses  to  pass  an  act  of  Parliament ; 
bat  the  objection  b  not  confinecl  to  general  reasoning— i*it  b 
anpported  by  a  positive  statute,  which  declares  the  aasamp- 
Uon  of  soch  a  power  to  all  effects  null  and  void.    Shiill  I 
then  be  told  that  the  judges  of  the  iand  woold  recc^ise 
that  as  law  which  a  positive  statute  declares  to  be  ilkgali* 
If  the  coofts  below  should  venture  to  assume  soch  a  poiver^ 
they  would  not  do  their  duty,  and  it  would  be  hign  time 
for  Parliament  to  inquire  into  their  conduct    By  the  SM 
of  Hemy  the  £ighth,  confirmed  by  the  1st  of  Mary,  it  is 
dechured,  that  the  law  of  thb  realm  b,  and  always  bath 
been^  that  the  Royal  assent  or  consent  of  the  King  or  Kings 
of  thb  leslm  lo  any  act  of  Parliament  ought  to  bt  given  iit 
Ins  own  Royal  presence,  being  personally  present  in  the 
higher  Hoise  of  Parliament,  or  by  hb  letters  patent,  passed 
Hurler  a  great  seal,  assigned  with  hb  hand,  and  dectared 
and  notified  in  hb  absence  to  the  Lords  Spiritoal  and  Tem« 
poral,  and  CSommons  assembled  in  the  higher  House  of 
niriianient«<^in  virtue  of  thb  act,  by  the  1st  of  Mary,  a 
nieascire  which  passed  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legblature, 
with  tbe  Royal  stamp  affixed  to  it,  was  declared  to  be  no 
act  of  Parliament  at  all,  and  thai  at  the  time  when  the 
judges  in  the  courts  were  actually  entertaining  the  question. 
By  the  13th  of  Charles  the  Second,  the  very  assertion,  that 
the  two  Hooses  of  Parliament  are  competent  to  make  laws, 
b  a  poabliable  o&nce,  the  person  so  asserting  it  biflfing 
subject  to  the  penalty  of  a  prsBiOunire.    It  may  te  said,  that 
mj  mode  of  proceecjing  b  npt  free  froni  objection.     I 
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acknowledge  it.     The  nature  of  the  emergency  is  such  that 
there  is  no  course  of  proceeding  altogether  unobjectionable ; 
but  my  proposition  is  subject  to  difficulties  Trhich  will  exist 
for  a 'shorter  time  ;  it  is  most  expeditious,  it  is  candid  and 
espUcit,  not  tending  either  by  contrivance,  ingenuity  or 
artificb  to  appear  to  be  that  which  it  really  is  not.     So 
much  upon  tlie  constitutional  merits  of  the  two  modes  of 
proceeding.     Let  us  direct  our  consideration  to  the  grounds 
of  preference  upon  parliamentary  precedents    Those  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth  will,  I  thjnk,  ea  eventually  to 
bear  out  the  line  I  have  recommended.    The  first  interrap* 
tion  in  that  reign  arose  from  the  infancy  of  the  Sovereign, 
who,  I  believe,  was  also  out  of  the  kingdom*    There  was 
no  Custos  Jlegni  previonsly  appointed.    Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  at  once  constituted 
the  R^nt,  with  ilie  power  to  issue  writs  and  to  convene 
Parliament.     But  it  is  necessary  to  remark,. that  the  nature 
of  these  commissions,  as  well  as  their  practice,  was  vety 
different  in  these  periods  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eiflrhth. 
The  Commissioner  was  considered  the  Locum  Tencns  itegis 
in  ParliamentOj  having  the  power  of  assent  or  dissent  vtpon 
all  measures  of  legislation.     This  was  a  power  at  first  irre- 
gularly assumed,  but  which  was  afterwards  indemnified  and 
sanctioned  by  the  three  bmhches  of  the  Legislature.    The 
subsequent  precedent,  which  occurred  during  the  reign  of 
this  weak  and  unfortunate  Monarch,  arose  from  accident*-^ 
the  Duke  of  York  the  Kq^ent ;  a  character,  in  my  opinion,, 
much  misrepresented  by  many  historians,   having'  in  his 
possession,  at  the  occurrence  of  the  incapacity,  a  commis- 
sion, signed  by  the  King  himself,  to  give  or  withhold  the 
Royal  assent  to  the  bills  which  passed  the  other  branches  of 
the  Legislature.    Coming  down-to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Long  Parli£lment — a  Parliament,   all  whose  actions  have 
been  too  indiscriminately  censured,  but  amongst  whom  I 
can  never  forget  Ihe  great  character  who  on  some  occasions 
took  a  lead ;  but  even  that  Parliament,  in  1641,  proceeded 
to  die  appointment  of  a  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer-* 
taining  whether,  on  constitutional  principles,   the  Royal 
assent  could  be  given  by  Commissioners  appointed  by  ti^em^ 
selves  ?    That  Committee  was  composed  ot  some  of  the  first 
lawyers  and  psilriots  in  our  history.    On  it  were  Mr.  Selden^ 
Mi^Pym,  Mr.  Hampden,  Lord  Falkland,  and  Mr.  Hyde,  after^ 
wards  my  Lord  Clarendon  ;  and  their  reporl,  after  the  fullest 
investigation,  Mas,  that  there  was  no  instance  pf  Parliamcat 
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sitting  mthoQt  its  full  powers ;  that  every  act  was  incomplete 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Legisla-  ^ 
lure.     In  tliat  moment  of  popukir  agitation,  when  political 
heat  was  so  much  at  its  height,  so  careful  were  these  great 
men  not  to  exceed  their  duties,  that  it  was  notuntilthat  Parlia- 
ment had  agreed  to  the  abolition  of  Monarchy  itself^  that 
they  proceeded  io  the  passingof  acts  of  legislation.    They 
never  could  have  lent  themselve^otiie  notable  expedient  of 
the  present  day,  and  by  an  unconstitutional  fiction  usurp  a 
power  which  they  knew  not  to  belong  to  them.     Yet,  my 
lords,  that  which  the  Long  Parliament  long  forbore  to  do, 
and  which  they  did  not  'do  until  they  agreed  to  the  abolition 
of  Monarchy,  the  noble  carl  this  night  calls  upon  your 
lordships  to  carry  into  effect,  although  anotiicr  course,  free 
from  such  objections,  is  open  to  your  choice.     If  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  time  of  the  Il(»toration,  we  will  see  the  same 
J>rincip]e  more  fully  operative*     A  whole  month  occurred 
rom  the  period  of  tlie  kingly  office  being  restored,  and  the 
arrival  of  Charles  the  Secona.    Nothing  was  received  from 
that  Monarch  but  a  letter.    The  two  (louses  of  Parliament 
were  sitting,  and  though  ev^ry  man  in  those  assemblies, 
after  the  declaration  that  the  Constitution  of  this  country 
consisted  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  were  liable  to  l>e 
tried  for  treason,  did  they  even  under  such  critical  circum- 
stances assume  the  power  now  sought  ?      Did  they  apply 
the  ereat  seal  to  any  act  of  indemnity  for  themselves  ?    No 
such  thing ;    because  they  knew,  that  had  they  done  such 
an  act,  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  not  have  devised  a 
proceeding  which  more  strongly  marked  a  commonwealth 
rather  than  a  kingdom.     (Hear !  hear !)    At  the  Revolu- 
tion, a  period  to  which  I  can  never  look  but  with  that 
reverence  anil  respect  due  to  the  sense  of  those  blessings  we 
have  derived  from  the  exertions  of  the  illustrious  men  who 
took  a  lead  at  that  ^reat  »ra— on  that  occasion  our  ancestors 
proceeded  in  the  Ime  most  aJvantageousand  convenient, 
whicli  was  both  recommended  by  the  proceedings  and  pre* 
cedents  of  our  parliamentary  history,  and  the  analogy  of 
our  la^vs.    They  addressed  the  Prince  of  Orange  at  once. 
But,  says  the  noble  earl,  the  case  of  the  Revolution  does 
not  now  apply,  inasmu^sh  as  the  throne  was  at  that  period 
declared  vacant.     Where  has  the  noble  earl  learned  the 
history  of  those  times  ?    Does  he  not  know  that  the  Address 
was  agreed  to  by  the  estates  of  the  realm,  before  thequestion 
of  vacancy  was  ever  ^ven  discussed;    that  the  Prince  of 
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Orange  bad  actually  b^^n  io  administer  the  functions  of 
the  gOTemraent  before  the  vacancy  of  the  Throne  was  de- 
clarea  ?  The  noble  earl  mutt  indeed,  trust  much  to  our 
irant  of  knowledge  or  of  diiigcpce,  when  he  can  fancy  tbalt 

Jour  lordships  can  be  deluded  by  an  objection  so  refuted 
y  the  very  events  of  that  period.  When  every  one  pf 
your  lordships  are  aware  that  at  the  time  the  Address  was 
voted,  the  question  of  abdication  'was  kept  out  of  sight,  and 
for  this  reason,  that  on  that  very  question  of  vacancy,  a  con- 
siderable contmrief y  of  opinion  was  known  to  prevail.  But 
■if  it  should  be  granted  to  me  that  against  Address  Ihcve 
exists  only  the  same  objections  as  apply  to  the  proceeding* 
by  Bill,  surely  then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  your  Lordships 
to  take  the  course  most  respectful  and  equally  advantageous. 
Let  us  act  as  our  ancestors  did  towards  our  gracious  deliverer. 
King  William,  in  an  open  and  undisguised  manner.— 
Why  not,  in  our  Address,  doas|thcy  did,  namely,  state  ibe 
provisions  upon  which  we  address  him,  and  toe  expecta- 
tions we  form  of  bis  future  conduct.  Of  all  modes,  that  by 
Bill^  I  pronounce  to  be  most  odious  and  disgusting  to  the 
'Royal  Piersonage;  and  as  to  the  value  of  it,  let  us  reflect 
upon  where  the  violation  of  its  provisions  would  ultimately 
rest.  If  a  Prince  of  Wales,  whom  you  agree  in  some 
"way  to  constitute  Regent,  be  a  personage  of  a  generous  and 
noble  nature.  Address  is  the  mode  roost  compatible  with  your 
sentiments  of  his  high  character,  while  it  best  corresponds 
with  the  dignity  of  his  station,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
be  of  a  de^ription  totally  difTerent,  the  object  of  su<;picion 
and  disregard— an  individual  whom  no  engagements  can 
1)ind,  would  he  not  have  the  power  of  dissolving  the  Parlia- 
ment— of  adding  sooner  or  later  to  your  lordships'  numbers, 
and  ultimately  of  bringing  to  punishment  those  who  had 
the  temerify  to  put  the  great  seal  to  an  Act  sanctioned  by 
only  two  branches  of  the  legislature  ?  Now,  my  lords,  it 
remains  to  advert  to  the  precedent  of  1788 — ^to  which  so 
much  allusion  has  been  made,  and  on  which  so  much  stress 
has  been  fixed,  in  order  to  decide  your  lordships  as  to  the 

rropriety  of  similar  broceeding  in  the  present  emergency, 
contend,  however,  that  it  is  not  a  rx>nstitutionaI  pn?^ent, 
because  such  a  precedent  cannot  rest  upon  incomplete  pro^ 
ceeding.  (Hear!  hear!)  It  is  not  rcconcilcable  wHh  tnose 
which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  recognized.  And,  my 
lords,  when  we  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have 
preceded  us«  it  is  not  from  any  imaginary  belief  that  be- 
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eaiiae  they  lyive  lived  t^r^  or  finif  hoBdred  ireaTa  befora  v% 
that  they  aie  entilied  to  our  implicit  oonfidenoe ;  that  we 
their  descendMts  are  i»  a  prflgressiTe  state  of  degene^ 
nicy»  Such  a  speddaUon  may  suit  with  llio  ^dassicat 
thought—**  .  *     .  '       ■ 

N6s  nm|iiionsy  mox  ^turas* 

but  in  accords  with  con^ifiifiohal  doctrine.  When  we 
appeal  to  the  precedents  of  former  times,  it  is  because  wi 
have  the  authority  of  the  persons  whp  were  contemporaneous 
^ith  its  adoption,  and  supported  it,  toffctTifr  with  the 
experience  which  posterity  have  had  of  its  acivanta^es. 
Trying  the  precedent  of  I788  by  thiat  definition,  and  it 
mu8t  fail — ^it  has  only  the  authority  of  those  who  rt3Con>-» 
mended  it.  It  ha$  the  authority  of 'Lords  Camden, 
Thnrlpw,  and  Mr.  Pitt— ^  the  great'  men  who  resisted 
that  'Very  tmnsaction  for  reasons  which  your  lordships 
can  easily  appreciate  :  I  will  not  trust  myself  with  (he 
recital.  There  is  opposed  to  it;  incomplete  as  it  is,  the 
perfect  lyeajiure  of  the  Irish  P^iiiament.  Bntto  thisth^ 
tioble  carl  says — ^The  Irish  precedent  is  not  conclosive,  inas* 
much  as  it  was  oppds^  by  a  noble  friend  of  mine,  then 
Lord  Lieutenant  (Marquis  of  Buckingham).  So  that,  at 
the  very  moment  that  he  caHs  upon  your  lordships  to  de« 
clarc,  that  in  Parliament  is  centred  the  rlghrt  of  supDlying 
the  defect^  lie  argues  against  a  precedent  advanced  isy  his 
opponent,  though  carried  ii^to  effect  upon  his  owo  prin* 
iriples.  He  disregards  the  precedent. of  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, which  made  the  precedents  of  the  English  the  rule  of 
their  proceeding ;  at  the  sapae  time  that  he  desires  you  to 
look  at  the  proceedings  of  a  Scotch  ParliaraeTV(,''which  r(v 
fused  to  be  guided  by  English  precedents  at  all.  Indeed,  it 
is  impossible  to  overlook  the  impression  which  the  Irish 
people  must  have  of  the  respect  paid  to  their  representatives 
m  this  House,  when  it  is  ascertained  thut  upon  the  Com- 
mittee for  examining  his  Majesty's  physicians,  not  a  singfe 
Irish  representative  peer  was  placed  on  it.  In  ITfiSyou  were 
at  peace— ^had  there  existed  at  that  mom'ent  the  very  im- 
portant interests  now  pressing  upon  this  country,  I  am  per- 
suaded^ notwithstanding  the  height  of  political  animosity  at 
that  period,  no  such  length  of  lime  would' have  been  spent' 
m  its  discussion.  Yet  with  Our 'knowledge  of  the  crisis  iw 
vrhich  we  stand— with  flie  variety  of  public  duties  which" 
force  themselves  upon  our  consideration,  we  have  suffeiJeU 
Vol.  I,— 1«10:  2  H 


SS4  THS  riimiitiiMBWTABT  RlOlinm*        [L9RD9^ 

t  'peric&  of  doubte  the  extent  Id  ihaC  admitted  by  jew' 
itncesfors  iKi  1680  to  puffi  ivithout  bavitig  proceeiied  to  do 
titeit  \v)kicli,  as  imn  cmstveA  by  my  noUe  An«nd  (CarlfeleXi 
constitiuftes  on)y  tfce  gttJund-work  i^f  our  (nroeeeding.  Wo 
had  afterwards  from  the  noble  earl  a  strong  coiDineiit  otl 
this  point.  He  has  teiitund  to- rtoiw  that  those  Tvho  were 
lately  the  servants  of  the  Grown,  hare  taketi  upon  themselves 
tl^e  power  of  doing  that  whi^  the  very  contse  we  are  pow 
pursuing,  proves  could  not  legally  be  done  eilbeic  without 
JdiU  or  Address.  Does  be  mean  to  say  that  we  are  so^aQea 
in  dignity  and  feeling,  as  to  suffer  the  attributes  and  piero* 
gatives  of  Majesty  to  descend  into  the  hands  of  it.  fai^n  ? 
Ctf.ear !  hearfJ-^ihtA  Vie  am  to*  recognise  by  them  the 
usurpation  of  ^e  rights  of  the  Monacoh  at  t^e  very  instaol 
that  we  are  called  upon  b^  thoae  tsho  have  thus  usurped,  to 
limit  and  n»txict  that  Prince  on.whonuat^tKatmQaic&tatt 
the  eyes^  of  his  coontiy  are  fixed  2  (Hear !  hear  !  hear  /U 
Numerous  are  the  intfiissts  which  demand  the  most  prompt 
application  of  all  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  country, 
iLmongst  those  ihterests  our  relations  with  America  axe  of 
paramount  impovtance.  The  situation  of  Spanish  America 
l^lis  also. for  our  consideration*  I  perceive  that  the  noble 
marquis  ( WeUesley)  to  whose  office  the  attention  of  those 
concerns  immediately  (beloufp,  has  not,  in  imitation  of  his 
colleagues,  usurped  the  functions  of  his  Sovereign.  He  has^ 
|n  ray  opinion,  aome  most  wisely  ;  but  if  the  time  came  fix 
acting  upon  the  state  of  the  rebutions  with  Spanish  America^ 
I  would  strongly  recommend  the  propriety  of  oiu  mediation 
between  those  colonics  and  the  mother  country.  1  conjure 
you,  my  lords,  exhausted  as  I  am,  to  consult,  this  night, 
what  is  due  to  the  interests  of  the  monarchy — ioyour  owa 
dignity — and  to  the  critical  state  of  the  public  concerns^ 
}f  every  man  but  examines  his  heart,  be  must  ieelthat  if  oo 
the  first  and  second  adjournments  he  was  in  possession  of 
those  facts  with  which  we  are  now  acquainted,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  to  have  allowed  the  delay,  that  has  been  so 
studiously  sought.  (Rear!  hear!)  It  is  impossible  but 
that  your  lordsnipsjnust  feel  that  we  hs^ve  been  deceived 
and  entrapped  by  the  delusive  expectations  held  out  to^us^-* 
(Bear!)  A  tpie  for  the  most  deep  scrutiny  of  all  these 
proceedings  must  quickly  arrive.  The  facts,  with  which  we 
are  acquainted,  at  length  compel  us  to  the  duty.  It  is 
now  stated  on  evidence,  taken  upon  oath  before  your  lord* 
s|iips,.  that,  there  have  been,  periods  when  his  Majesty  was 


laj^uriqg  tupder  that  iiifiaiiity*-^Juch  jsidbjed^  t|)e  luimift. 
iai0d  to  the  ascendauciy  of  otbeis^  lihe  Say^l  Msopt  vf<Mr^ 
myesk  In  this  Hoifse,  and  mmy^oik^.^qf^y.im^p^^ 
luiK^QD^  of  the  Boyereiga  exiercised  "jp  h^  u^m^*,r  If  Ibatt 
information Jiad^beoo  ia  oiiir  p^fiwassic^fi  voek^  agp#  wuld  it. 
l^  /pqs^h  for  m  to  liava  .i^sc^enled  to  g^cc^iy^poftpoiKKis 
if^epls.?  b  it  possibif  that,  with  ihsit  loiowledge^^pw)  W0* 
;EMre  not  ivpreKed  with  ihe  necei&Uj  of  ^oyptiw  .^a^efim 
p^yeAt  a  requmoce  pf.tfinph  a  state  of  thi^  ?.!•  .it:ii^ iadead^ 
to  the  difl^rpdit  pf  fpnn^  admiimtmtioii^^lDf^  this  repiH^jr* 

has  j»9t  beeo  Jiitbertofbre  pravici^*  -  ^^  ^"  bw^bl^'mwij^ 
of  the  late  one,  I  take  shaipe.teijmjrs^^ 
were  iaken  agaii)stibe  recurrence  otsuca4a«a(ri|i^^ig)a9pjr, 
and  to  prevent  the  cx^untiy  irom  bQiii£».'i^il)e  mtfl^of^ 
d0ngerB  and  difficulUos^  cut  shori,  m  ip  jf^tfk  ftt  f^>i^Wil 
authorjky^.  This  dut^,  ddicate  ^s  it  is^  IP jJotqsm  ^P^  l)>ft 
done;  i^id  the  consequences  of  any . d<sreiic(i9ii  inust-fM  iU^ 
your  lordships  andthe  other  Bpuse  of  I'arlianiep^*';  t^Uiim 
to  move,  as  ai^ ,  a^ejodinent  to  tbe'ihlrd.re^o^fijpn^itli^ 
after  the.  yrprd  /^resolyfid/'  the  ibllowing  wor^sjcb^  si^ 
Itituted: —    .     '  -    r    ,  \-       ...»t  ;.- ^.^i 

<'  That  his  Roval  Kighn^  ft^  PnW.p^  W^Ijpy.bejiqb 
of  mature  age,  t^  isequcst^  tp  take  .upon  ihjmfelf  .jkjbu^ 
Cizercise  of  the.  powers  wdautborfli^  ot  the.  Ccpism^  lin 
the  name  and  ^n  the  be&It  of  the  JCiog,  i^urijjg  .tH/s^pf 

tinuance  of  bis,, Maji^tys.  present  JudispgsitipOi., if w 
longer*  .  .  .   .  t  '/...,,..     .  ,.-♦ 

'^Thalan  Addcess^  founded  on  this  Bfsplnti^u^  b^cP^F 
seniod  tp  his  Koyal  HigbJques^  ihe  rrific^.^bf  W^ii^uV^y 
qi^iqg  bim  to  take  ujpon  liimsdf  tie  g9Yeijnffy4  w»ilfgiriy 
and  that  it  be  at  the  same  tiipe^  and'  the  s^i^e  manner,  cofi^ 
xnunic^ted  to  his  Rcpr^l  Highness  tiiePrinSpe^or  Wales,  diat 
it  is  further. the  opmion  of  iJbis  Gommitjl^)  tiiat  it  .wj^ 
be  ezpecUept  to  abstain  firom  the  exercise^bf  all  such  powoif 
as,  the  inumdiate  e2(igendes  of  the.  state  shall  not  cidiinl^ 
action,  until  Parliameiit  sbidl  have  passed  a  Bill  or  Bills 
for  the  future  care  o(  his  Majesty's  Royal  Person  duiiap 
his  Majesty's  present  indisposition,  and  tne  securing  to  bts 
Majesty,  whenever  it  shaU  please  Diyine  Pfovid^ice  tp 
restore  his  health,  the  resumption  of  his  Boyal  authority. 

The  Duke  of  jSorfolk  mofce  in  warm  terms  of  the  speech 
which  their  lordships  baa  just  now  heard  iroma  uoble  baroi^ 
(lord  HoUand.)  He  enforced  some.of  the  topics  connected  with 
that  upUe  locd's  speecb;but£n)ni  th?  low  tone  of  bis  Toice,,^ 
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ymf  lApAtelbfe  id  tblteci  distinctly  what  Kc  $aid.  We  un- 
dMtoM  Mm  td  say,  that  he  knew  no  reason  why  the  two 
Boiis^^ltW  PArtiatni^t  should  take  upon  themseltes  any  of 
tbe^1\]hictioiM  of  the  Executive;  that  their  duty  Was  toefely 
id- *e  tha^'dftj  defidehcy  in  (hat  branch  of  the  t^lslaturc 
fhouM'lMf  Srhtned^t^y  ^applied ;  and  that  if  they  proceeded 
td  txetdlke  any  df  fhe  fonctlonS  of  the  Eitectltlve,  they  ihigbt 
i«Sven  i6fdfer  th^  legal  secj^fre  to  bfe  put  upon  the  table,  and' 
sfrjr  llJfere  ii  the  Kin^  who  is  hereafter' to  speak  through  bur 
rifi^ihk;  jAfttT  adverting  tb  the  analogy  between  the  prece-* 
detti  of  < he  Revolution  and'the  pVesent  period,  he  conc1ude(t 
^Wfli  ^upportirig  Ihe  ai^cndmertt. 

'  Tht^  Dukt  bf  Sussex.—My^oids^  T  rise  not  merely  to 
•  *^rbyb  of '  ^Jie  amendment,  but'  likewise  to  caution  your 
IMAhfpl^  to  listen  Wi(h  snspicidh  to  any  suggestion  Coming 
TOiii  tliat  side  of  the  House,  Upon  a  matter  of  so  high  im-* 
ffUMnttj  as  to  be  equalled  only  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
«Mh*ilty  vi^lfh  which, We  are  visited,  and  whicb  gives  rise  t& 
HHsmbttientou^discuswon, — Upttards  of  eight  weeks  have 
miW  dapscd,  during  which  immense  period,  either  the 
magistracy  of  royalty  has  been  suspended,  or  the  fhncttens 
(tf 'ttaVllWhorhy  have  been  ^^urned  by  a  committee  of 
fi^sk^il^  •trho  have  lio  right  to  exercise  them. 
'^'I'haVe  i^atehed'withajedlbusiihd  anxious,  ey^,  asfiiras 
Mtove  be«^  tfbW,  thfc  whWe  prbccedings  of  these  late  tninls- 
tt*s  of  his  Bfejesty,  r^olved,  whch  an  opportunity  occurred, 
to  st^te  my.  mpst  parked  disapprobation  of  their  conduct. 
TWiltavfe^iibW,  ffty  lord?,  tiiKih  the  liliuutcs  of  the  secret 
c6mkiHt^j  tAnnV  deplorable  and  most  melancholv  fects, 
Which'a!(febl?6n-fer  my  fVither,  and  delicacy,  have  hlflierto 
preVtnfed^y  ejcpati^ting  upon.  . 

'» /However,  your  lordships  may  Ytcbflec^t  that  ^t  an  eattiet 
^\o8  I  did.;Vcnturb  to'  ^tprcS' my  anxiet jr  relative  to  the 
^WbflJiS'MajestyVrtiofet  sacred  person,  which  I  should  not 
*byc  Wht^tj  M'  Wuhdut  niAst  Cogent  reasons.  But  now  that 
ybtir  IbtdsLips  are  in  pos{jesii<to  bf  these  most  important  and 
ijttiffessing  points^  1  cbnceive  It  fay  Imperious  auty'  to  call 
ybur  most  scrioiisf  atfcntldh  to  them.  The  fact-is  unfortu- 
tet^ly  noW  but  top  cteafly  established  of  the  maflady  of  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign,  You  have  likewise  upon  yout 
talnutis  the  evidence  of  the  physicians,  as  to  the  positive 
certainty  of  no  personal  communicatibn  between  the  Sovd* 
Mgn  and  his  ministers  during  that  period.  You  also 
possd»  the  knowledge  that  <svery  inditulttal  of  the  fioyal^ 


Famnj  has  been  kept  from  the  presence  of  the  KSmg.    tan 

Jon  then  for  a  moment  c^cet\^,  niy  lords,  •eitft^i' Ifhat'b'ib 
lajestyhas  a  free  will  of  his  own,  eft*  any  will  at  all  ?  Can 
yoo  alkyw  yourselves  to  be  told,  that  yon  may  retnainr  per* 
fectly  easy  on  thestike  of  theafikirs,  as  bis  Majesty's  late 
tnimst^rshftTe  executed  ever^r  measure  of  expediency,  which 
the  pressure  of  the  times  required  ;  and  wfaioh  they  would 
)iav«  advised,  could  they  have  been  admvtted  toHhe  Sbve^ 
retgti  f  Is  this  ^  jivi^ifiaitton  of  their  conduct  ?'  Or  ca^ 
this  it  a  Silftsfacttofi  to  t])e  anxidty  of  your  10ttbh}pS^ 
How  call  your  lordships  know  whetbiet  his  Maje^y  woahl 
btave  approved  of  tbb  advice  of  th^ese  ministers,-  or  not  ? " 

We  have  tiotthe  Hght,  therefort?— wedare'not  prestHto 
to  examine  this  point ;  but  for  myself,  'nty  lorm,  hdit 
finely  avow,  that  1  never  can  admit  of  such  speculative 
CMctarions;  although  I  l)eKeve  them  to  be  the  lan^v^ge 
a»ia»the  ^yiUm  upon  which  this  rotten  iubric  is  fMnd^d.^' •- 

My  lords,  if  I  understand  any  thing  of  the  constitution 'of ^ 
my  country^  the  ministers  of  tbe  Sovereign  are  a>  set  of  nieti* 
whom  the  King  calls  to  his  cuunoils,  and  therefore  are^they 
styled  bis  confidential  servaiits. — They  are  to  ta&e  the 
pleasure  of  their  Sovereign,  to  adtise  him  upon  all  mutters^ 
wherein  the  welfare  and  interei;ts  of  hispeople  aiti  concern^, 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  judgment,  for  which 
they  are  responsible  to» Parliament.  In  consequence  of  their 
teprssentations,  his  Majesty  commaiids  them  bow  to  act; 
and  for  the  ^ecution  of  these  royal  commands,  they  ^re 
equally  amenable  to  the  gmnd  tribunal  of  the  empite.-     * 

Now  then,  inv-lords,  are  we  to  allow  ourselves  to  be  per- 
8uaded>  date  those  ministers  assert,  that  they  h^ve  acted 
as  they  would  have  advised  their  Royal  master,  whom  they 
have  not  seen-for  these  hst  eighi  weeks,  with  whom  they 
bave  had  no  personal  qommunicatio>Q,  who  b«(s  no  free  will 
of  his  own,  and  who  is  sepiirated  from  all  thetenderest  ties  of 
suture  ?  My  lotds,  if  these  late  courageous  ministers  have 
'  acted,  they  have  usurped  a  po\yer  which  they  bave  no 
right  to  exercise.  -  K  they  have  been  frightened— i^  they 
kace  heiitated — if  they  have  stumbled^  and  not  acted,  why 
then,  my  lotds^  they  are  equally  treasonable  for  allowing 
the  magisttacy  of  Royalty  to  be  suspended  for  such  a  length 
of  time  $  which  is  a  situation  the  Constitution  can  never 
knbw,  and,  of  course,  can  never  acknowledge.  It  is  a 
shock  the  most  dreadful, 'the  most  deadly,  the  Constitution 
bas  ever  received  sioce  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 


tfy.:M^9  iheSayefei^  is  a  sole  oorporation;  h^neyet 
dies;  i»e;4spijojrs  a  ppUtical  iounorlalUy*  In  attomptiB^i 
ifMa^fote^  the  destruciiou  of  tliiigtiBfid  coBfiyUtutiotial  priii* 
eiple»  U»ese  late  miiusters  of  his  Majesty  have  committed  a 
segicide  9Ci  against  the  niagistracy  of  JSoyaltj. 

We  have  beeo  led  into  an  apathy  fox  these  last  aigM 
ivf^k^^  Wfi  tove  been  cheered^  amus^y  add  disappoiAtedf 
vith  the  ^^Keicomei  but  unfortunately  feiiacioiu  ^reports  fit 
the » speedy  vecoverj  /of  oar  beloved  Soycreign4  We  have 
beeti  imiiHinaed)  my  lords,  by  their  workioir  V^potk  our  fed^ 
iogs*  My  lordS)  I  feel  as  much  on  this  calamitous  ^bjeel 
as  a^ji  noble  lord  in  this  House,  ni^  with  ihe  utmost 
sipb^ity  and  triOh  I  may  add  that  J  |qel>moce  s  a«d equally 
lyiUh  e.?«rj)r  .oiie  of  my  relations  here  present^  with  whom 
only  on  a- feeling  of  this  nature  I  conten^l  for  a.  riyalship  «f 
affe^W  and  dutiful  attaohmeat  towards  ou^  Sovecagn  anil 
father,  cwriflced  that  such  an  amiable  and  amicable  con^ 
tept,  of  itself,  will  forge  the  union  of  our  famil>^  closer,  and 
whi^h  will  he  so  forcibly  evinced  by  the  division  pf  this 
nigfatv 

But^  my  lords,  viy  feelings  must  not  get  the  better  of  my 
reason,  nor  osn  I  separate  Tor  a  moment  the  welfare  of  the 
Constitntion  from  the  welfare  of  the  King.  They  are  -so 
closely  united,  and  so  intimately  connected,  that  whaleiter 
,  coi^ems  the  one,  affects  the  other.  I  presAme,  tbeiefe«r^ 
by  the  measuies  his  Mis^^y's  late  ministers  have  been  putr 
$tting,  the  Constitaitioa  is  in  danger ;  my  father  and  Sove> 
rei^  must  stand  in  the  same  perilous  situation^  It  is  by 
maintaining  sn^i  doctrines,  and  professiag  these  principles 
as  I  am  holding  forth,  that  I  am  ji^hting  for  the  preserva^ 
^ion  of  the  moaaxchipal  Constitution;  and  watching  the 
interests  of  the  Crown  with  wftrmer  seal,  truer  dbinterested^ 
ness,  and  greater  activity,  than  eyer  Uie  King's  confidential 
servants  can  claim  or  pretend  tOt 

It  is  to  ^ou,  my  lords^  I  look  for  supp^t  in  this  momat- 
tons  oeoBsion ;  for  if  you  have  a  right,  and  an  undoubted 
right  you  have>  to  maintain  your  la>rs,  and  preserve  the 
Constitution  against  the  attempts  of  any  ministerial  fection 
to  break  through  the  limitations  of  the  Boyal  povmr,  so  are 
you  equally  called  upon,  and  (  do  call  upon  you,  to  preserve 
sacred,  and  prevent  any  encroachments  on  the  righlfi  and 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  by  a  self-assuming  Ccnnmittee  <rf* 
men ;  for,  in  the  security  of  those  rights  and  prerogatives 
the  interssts  of  the  people  are  as  vitally  concerned  as  tlbit 
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^fiire  0f  ydur  brdshipi.  ThiB  is  the  actual  oase,  my 
loidB ;  far,  by  the  conouct  these  ministers  have  all  along 
(rfiserted,  tbey  seen!  to  aie  to  faaye  made  a  shield  of  the 
$oveMi|[ii)  inrtead  of  being  the  coostitational  shield  of 
theit  Royal  master. 

They  seeoi  to><  me^.  my  lotdsy  as  if  ihcyviete  endeavooriag^ 
to  take  adirimlago  of  the  cotijunctare  to  defnress  the  C#owii, 
tb  Koder  i^  as  muofa  precarious  and  ekcti?e  as  they  caiiy 
wnA  to  miacs  the-  power  of  UiemselVes  upon  the  rains  of 
monatchy.  if  the  estates  proceed  by  Bill,  they  assume  to 
ksciskte^  without  the  latenreDtioii  cf  the  Boyai  antiiority, 
wSich  ie  a  Tiola^ion*^  of  the  Constitutiou*  Besides,  if  they 
do  pmceed  by  a  preteaded  act  of  the  legisfaituie,  they  claim 
.  tp-efect  tl)ai  peison^.  wbo)  for  a  time^  shall  exercise  the  ma- 
giaitniey-of  Royalty ;  ain]  if  it  is  admitted^  that  the  two 
Mouses  may  tbua  eleot  the  person  who  sbail  for  a  time 
esMxeise  tbe  magistmoy  of  Royaity^;  it  itiil  be  difficnit  to 
lesist  that '  claim  afterwards,  at  a  future  period^  to  elect  w 
pelrsaa  wha  sfaalli  pdrmaneiitly  cxeitiee  that  Royal  authority. 

But>  my  limls,  lite  engagEnnent  and  pact  of  society, 
whkh  generally  goes  by  (he  name:  of  the  Constitiitiofl,' 
fbefaidfrsuoh  invasion  and  sunender.  The  constituent  partti 
of  a*  stale  are^  obliged  to  hold  tfacir  public  failM  wiMi  eadi* 
other,,  and  with  M  tfaiaa  wha  deri^  aiv^'  serioasi  interest 
aader  tfidr  engagement;  as  much  aa  the  whole  state*  id 
boand  to  keep  its  fiiitk  wdthiseparato  ooiamumtieB^.  otfaiir-^ 
ime  eompetfinoa  and  power  woald  soan-  be '  confaaudedi 
and  no  law  be  left  but  the  wiU  of  a  pxevaiiing  fbnse.  Oil. 
this  principle  the  succession  of  the  Csewn  has*  aiwaTSibeei^ 
what  it  no^f.  is.  aD  hemditary  saceOBion.  by.  I»i./ln  the 
old  line  it.  was  a  sacoessfioa  by  the  ooaq.mon:  law ;  in<  the 
neW)  oc  the  Brunswick  line,  by.  the  statute  law,  operating 
tipoa*  the*principles«of  the  common  law,  not  ohangiog  the 
suhstaace,  but  rsgtdating  the  mode  and  describing  the  peii' 
aonsLr 

My  loids,  I  h^r  of  ie8tcictions>in  the  Regency »  I  say;- 
my  ioids,  these  restrictions  cannot,  aiust  uot^  be;  If  you 
feel  the. necessity  of  a  R^ent,  he  must  hare  foil  powers 
and  aot  be  tke  Tery  mummeiy  or  mockery'  of  Royaitf, 
iriiiob  is^  the  system  ministers  are  anxioos  to  adopU  Re 
mast.be^  my.  lords^  aa  efiicient  magistrate^  with  those  pre* 
ro|^tives  which  the  common  law  of  England  asari^S'to  a 
Kiajg,.  and  which  tlie  people  of  the  uferitedtkingdaissJiav^  a 
tight  ixy  demand.     The<  jtaw  haa  froqaantly  provided^  a^ 
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remedy  of  a  Regency  for  the  infancy  of  our  Kings.  So  if 
a  King  sbould  fall  into  such  an  unfortunate  situation  as  asst* 
milates  him  <o  that  position,  then  the  estates  of  the  realm 
may  upon  the  parity  of  the  case  seek  the  remedy  provided 
for  an  infant,  and  lodge  the  poverin  a  Regent.  And  as  in  the 
ifveakness  of  infimcy,  a  Prince  Regent  has  always  been  in 
law  the  same  person  with  the  King,  who  has  not,  or  from 
misfortunes  cannot  have  a  will,  therefore  the  Regent's  will 
is  the  same  as  the  King's  will,  and  consequently  the  power 
ought  and  must  be  tliesame — ^but  with  this  security,  that 
inlbe  exercise  of  his  important  functions,  the  right  of  the 
Sovereign  is  owned  by  the  Regent  to  remain  in  the  King, 
and  that  he  becomes  the  Crown  guardian  of  those  rights. 

My  Lords,  I  have  delivered  these  opinions  of  i^ine,  from' 
the  most  conscientious  motives  of  dutiful  afiection  and 
attachment  to  my  Sovereign  and  fiither,  from  sentiraentB 
of  the  sinocrest  am  most  anient  devotion  to  the  Constitution 
of  my  country. 

From  a  variety  of  causes  y  my  lords,  I  happened  to  be 
upwards  of  eighteen  years,  during  the  progress  of  that  awful 
and  calamitous  revolution,  on  the  Continent.  Wherever  I 
flew  frpm  this  hydra,  it  followed  me.  I  watched  as  much 
as  I  ccmld  the  rapid  strides  it  was  making  over  the  Whole^ 
of  Europe;  and  my  observations  have  invariably  beeUf  that 
the  constant  and  successful  forerunner  of  the  down&ll  of 
every  government  was  either  the  bringing  the  magistracy  of 
Royalty  into  suspense  or  disrepute^  or  the  in&iming,  in« 
juring,and  prejudicing  the  minas  of  the  people  against  their 
Sovereign  and  his  heirs. 

God  forbid,  my  lords,  that  I  should  ever  foretell  such 
a  calamity  io  my  country;  but,  my  Lords,  I  hold  it  as 
a  most  sacred  duty  to  warn  you  of  the  dangers  which  sur^ 
roijind  you  at  this  moment.  We  have  an  excellent  Consti-* 
tution,  erected  on  the  basis  oif  a  glorious  Revolution,  formed 
by  experience,  and  beautified  by  time  and  cool  reflections^ 
.  So  masterly  are  the  thYee  component  parts  equipoised,  that 
whatever  should  be  an  incroachment  on  one  of  the  three 
branches,  would  carry  with  it  the  downfell   of  the  two 

fathers  ;  and  thus  the  entire  destruction  of  this  wonderful* 
abric,  the  sublimest  proof  of  the  mercy  of  Providence, 
and  the  noblest  specimen   of.  the  wisdom  of  man,  would 
inevitably  ensue*  *     •  ' 

.   Feeling,  as  I  do  at  this  moment,  my  lords,  I  cannot 
conclude  otherwise  than  by  iipploring  your  lordships  to  pay 
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your  most  seriou9  attentioo  to  si  subject,  in  which  the  vital 
Priris  of  our  Constitutioa  are  cpnqemed,  and  iu  quoting  the  , 
words  of  a  late  and  learned  lord,  who  filled  the  woolsack 
at  the  forqier  and  similar  momentQUs  period  of  1788-^ ! 
'^May  God  forget  me,  if  I  forget  mv  King  f* — And  to  . 
which  pious  and  fervent  ejaculation,.  I  must  further  add 
with  equal  devotion — May  God  forget  me,  if  I  forget  the 
Constitution  of  this  country! — that  Constitution,  which 
placed  m^  family  upon  the  throne  of  these  realms ;  that 
Constitution,  which  has  t)eenlong  our  pride,  and  the  envy  of 
allstirrounduig  nations,  and  for  the  want  of  which  blessing 
they  have  all  been  confounded  into  one  horrible  mass  of 
anarchy,  ruin,  and  despair,'  while  we  stand  secure.of  revolu- 
tions, firm  as  a  rock ;  as  a  great  beacon  of  civil,  cohstitu* 
tipnal,  and  religious  liberty,  in  the  midst  of  a  subjugated 
and  desolated  world;  that  Constitution  for  which  my  family 
have  pledged  themselves  to  live  and  die. 

Lord  mulgrate  began  by  alluding  to  the  speech  which 
they  had  recently  heard  from  a  noble  baron  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  (Lord  FloUand).  That  noble  lord  had 
attempted  to  show  an  analogy  between  the  oeriod  of  the 
Revofutioo  of  16^,  and  the  present  time.  Jde  was  confi- 
dent, however,  that  no  analogy  could  be  said  tp  subsist 
between  these  two  periods.  At  the  Revolution  of  1688,  the 
Royal  authority  was  suspended,  the  King  had  abdicated 
bis  throne;  but  there  was  at  present  no  vacancy  of  the 
throne,  there  was  merely  a  temporary  interruption  of  the  • 
Royal  authority.  Jn  1()88  there  extj^ted  no  Executive  au- 
thority ;  there  was  no  Parliament.  That  precedent  has  been 
much  dwelt  upon  by  the  noble  baron  (Lord  Holland):  but 
there  was  this  ffreat  difference  between  the  circumstancesnow 
existing  and  those  which  distinguished  that  period — that 
there  was  not  at  that  time  a  Paniainent ;  there  was,  as  it 
were,  a  dissolution  of  the  ordinary  constituted  authorities 
in  consequence  of  the  vacancy  ot  the  throne.  The  noble 
baron  asked  with  great  triumph  if  the  Convention  ParUa« 
meot  then  waited  to  declare  the  throne  vacant;  if  they  did 
not  proceed  in  the  firet  instance  to  address  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  to  take  on  him  the  administration  of  the  Executive 
government  ?  Certainly  they  had  done  so,  and  that  toO 
in  the  first  instance;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  Uiat  not  with* 
standing  the  very  great  urgency  of  the  necessity  which  then 
enforced  dispatch  and  decision,  still  they  aid  not  take- 
that  step  without  some  hesitation.     A   great  law  authority, 
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Lmd  Nottingfmm,  bad  entertairteJ,  and  had  expressed  grcAf 
6ovLh($  upon  the  expediency  of  such  ,a  procmKng  in  the 
first  instance ;  but  to  their  subsequent  proceedm^,.  \rheti 
they  had  ittore  opportunity  for  deKberatlofr,  and  when  their 
proceedings  must  nave  been  mofe  duW  wcij^hed  and  c6n? 
sideted,  What  tvas  th^ir  first  coursb  of  proceeditip?  Their 
first  determination  after  the  address  was,  that  tlie  King  had 
abdicated  the  government;  imd  aftet  they  had  cotfie  to 
that  resoTuiion,  the  next,  flowln?  as  an  immediate  conse* 
q^vfctr  from  the  fornier,  was,  that  the  Thfone  Wa»  va- 
dh\t  ^  thus  decteririg  the  Throne  vacant,  they  6e* 
volved  fapon  themselves  the  right  of  sonplyirtg  that  va- 
.  cfincy.  They  thereby  declared  their  right  of  appointing 
tKe  Kliig  and  Queen  ;  and  accordingly  they  did,  bv  thelt 
own  free  and  voluntary  act,  fill  upthe  vacancy,  oy  no- 
nrinating  the  next  immediate  heire  of  James'  the  Second 
in  the  protestant  line  of  succession.  Their  lordships  were 
attached  to  the  Revolution,  and  it  is  but  natural  that  they 
should  be  ^o.  There  was  indeed  throughout  the  country 
ah  erithtisiastic,  perhaps  what  might  evcfi  be  called  iL  bi* 
gotM  atth^hment  ia  the  Revolution ;  but  while  he  ielt 
nS  hfe  did  with  ri?spect  to  that  glorious  event,  he  trarncd 
their  lordships  fiot  to  let  it  be  cited  as  an  authority  incom- 
patible with  i(s  trueprinciples— one  of  which  was  the  right 
of  the  houses  of  Parliament  to  supply  any  defect  that  may 
occur  in  ihe  exercise  of  the  Roval  functions;  fend  were  they 
tb  admit  it  as  a  precedent,  let  ft  be  onl  v  where  similar  cir- 
ctm)6tances  made  it  fipplicuble.  With  respect  to  all  that 
had  been  ^d  about  the  great  seal,  in  reference  to  the  RevoM 
lutidn,  he  could  say  that  it  did  not  npply,  tts  there  was  then 
nd  great  seal.  And  if  the  two  Houses  proceeded  at  that  period 
to  create  a  great  seal,  in  whose  name  could  they  have  created 
it  ?  There  was  then  no  K-ing.  W  hereas  bis  present  Majesty 
was  at  that  motnent  as  much  and  as  truly  King  of  that 
country  as  at  any  time  during  his  reign.  But,  he  Would 
a§k,  wliat  were  those  doing  Who  proposed  to  proceed  by 
Address  ? — they  were  endeavouring  to  establish  a  precedent 
unknown  in  the  country.  He  challenged  any  noble  lord 
to  furnish  one  instance  iii  the  hi^toi-y  of  the  English  Por« 
liament,  in  which  a  Regeuty  was  appointed  by  a  direct 
'Address,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  person  to  be  appointed 
Regent.  It  was  an  old  constitutional  maxim  applicable  to 
all  cases  of  necessity,  that  what  necessity  cmites,  necessity- 
should  limit.    AVhcre  would  be  the  necessarv  limitations  of 
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the  ffecnri^y  for  dieqi  in  the  prooecdtng  by  Address?    Thora 
livefe  twQ  io^taooes  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixtb^  of  the 
tppoifiUueat  of  Regent,  on.  account  of  ibe  incapacity  of 
tbe  Moasgroh.    He  alluded  to  Uie  iiikanoes  of  the  Ou^e  pf 
Bedford  beiog  appointed  Protector,  and  filso  to  tiiat  of  the 
Duke  of  Glocester  being  appointed  Regent.    (Here  some 
noble  loed  vaidby  way  of  correction,  ^'the  Duke  of  York/') 
Hebdiered  he  W9s  correct.    He  did  not  allude  now  to  tbe 
late,  bttt  the  earlier.part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  %he  Sixth. 
The  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Gloccster  were  the  surviving 
brothers  ofHenry  the  Fifth,  and  inherited  all  the  nation^ 
aeal  and  virtues  of  that  popular  and  rnagnanimous  Prince. 
Of  such  men  tbe  country  could  entertain  no  unworthy  jea* 
lOQBTf— it  must  rather  have  had  every  confidence  in  their 
djacbarging  the  duties  of  their  high  trust  withfidelity-rfiod 
yet  so  necessary  was  tiie  agency  of  the  Royal  funotione 
thought  to  be  to  the  constitution  of  a  Regent,  that  Henry  the 
Sixth,  who  was  then  but  nine  months  old,  issues  his  com« 
mJauoB  under  the  great  seal,  in  which  be  declares  his  own 
incBMcity,  and  appoints,  his  uncles  to  act  for  hin.    In  a, 
^  moch  later  period  of  tbe  same  reign,  in  the  thirty ••secoud 
*  jter  of  it,  and  in  circumstances  beyond  corapariaon  xafH» 
orifical  than  the  riaie  of  things  at  his  accession,  ivheii  (be 
nnftftiinate  Ifcnareh  was  visited  by  a  ntalady  whioh  dia- 
atll(Nl  him  from  disehargmg  the  duties  of  the  a»puarchy,  be 
Again  dedarcs  in  another  commissioo  bis  own. UH;ap9cityt 
nod  ficminates  under  the  great  seal  tbe  Doke  of  York  iss 
•his.  Regent*    He  had  beard  a  great  deal ,  upon  ja.  favourite  . 
positioQ.wtth  some  persons^  as  if  tbe  two  Houses  were  bul 
a  mere  oonvfcntien  of  tbe  three  Estates  pf  the  Realm.    He 
thought  them  something  more,  aAd  considered  them  as  no- 
•  thing  lev  than  the  two  nooses  of  Parliameat*   We  had  had 
GonventioD  Parliaments ;  but  if  the  Parliament  called  under 
the  commission  in  1789  was  to  be  considered,  in  iminediato  ' 
.le&EBnoe  to  the  mode  of  calling  it,  bat  a  convention,  he 
would  ask,  did  that  convention  derive  no  constitutional 
stamp  'from  the  sanction  given  to  it  by  his  tSlajesty's  ap- 
piobation-ofit,  the  manner  of  its  summons^  and  tbe  nature 
of  its  proeeedings  ?     '  He.  contended  that .  it  derived  such 
saactaon  fiom  the  speech  delivered  b^  eummiasion  after  bis 
Miyesty's  sipcovery.    Upon  tliis  pomt,  however,  his  noble 
iriend  (Lord  Liverpool)  had  been  so  impressive,  that  he 
wonld  not .  weaken  tbe  imjpression  by  commenting  further 
upoB  it..  It  bad  been  objected,  indeed,  thdt  that  speech 
was  to  be  considered  as  but  the  speech  of  the  mioisters. 
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tlndoubtedly  it  yras  so  to  be  considered  while  it  was  under 
the  discussion  of  Pdrlianient :  but  he  contended^  that  after 
it  had  passed  through  that  discussion,  and  had  been  adopted 
bj  Parliament^  that  it  became,  from  that  moment)  a  public 
record,  and  was  to  be  consuUcxI  and  referred  to  a^  such. 
What  might  they  presume  would  be  the  first  step  which 
his  Majesty  wonld  take?  Would  it  not  be  to  open  his 
Parliament  ?  Were  not  the  two '  Houses  the  King^s  Parlia- 
ment I  Were  they  not  constitutetl  by  his  writs  and  suro- 
Inonses?  Were  they  not  convened  by  his  proclamation  ? 
And  did  they  not  meet  on  the  very  day  on  which  his  Royal 

Proclamation  commanded  them  to  assembled  In  1789  the 
arliament  was  opened  by  commission  under  the  great  seal. 
Ijpon  the  subsequent  recovery  of  his  Majesty,  uie  Royal 
sanction  was  unequivocallv  given  to  that  exercise  of  the 

freat  seal,  which  had,  dunng  the  King'ii  illness,  opened  that 
arliament.    He  was  aware  that  the  question  now  befate 
their  lordships  did  not  immediately  bear  upon  the  qaestion 
of  restrictions  ;  but  this  he  roust  take  the  liberty  of  saying, 
that  in  all  the  acts  of  Regency  which  he  had  been  Ibajdng 
over,  and  lie  had  looked  into  tliem  all,  that  in  the  pve- 
ambles  to  all,  the  grant  of  the  power  was  made  with  certain  • 
conditions  and  limitations.    He  therefore  concluded,  that 
such  restrictions  were  not  degrading  to  the  Royal  anthori^. 
He  contended  that  the  precedent-  of  1788  bad  been  so  mr 
acted  upon,  as  to  be  an  .authority  diametrically  opposite  to 
proceeding  in  the  present  instance  by  Address,     upon  the 
inexpediency  and  impropriety* of  such  a  mode  0f  pro* 
ceedmg  he  felt  stronger  than  he  wished  to  express,  because 
he  yfi&  anxious  not  to  revive  that  spirit  of  animosity,  which 
unhappily  prevailed  too  much  at  that  period.  -  So  strongly 
did  he  feel  such  a  course  of  proceeding  to  be  opposed  to 
his  sense  of  his  public  duty,  that  he  acknowledged  it  must 
be  a  hard  alternative,  which  he  should  not  pimr  to  the 
adoption  of  a  line  of  proceeding  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  so  unconstitutional. 

His  Royal  HighntEs  ike  Duke  of  York. — However  un- 
willing I  ted  to  trouble  your  lordships,  or  to  encroach 
upon  your  time,  I  cannot  but  consider  the  present,  an  oc- 
casion upon  which  I  owe  to  myself,  to  stale  the  grounds 
which  influence  my  conduct  in  the  vote  which  I  shall  give 
this  evening.  r 

I  have  under  the  pveseot  mehmeholy  ciiciuiistances  felt^  as 
I  did  under  thoi^  of  the  same  painflil  nature  which  occariod 
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twenty-two  years  ago,  that  it  wonid  be  weak  and  iinbeconi* 
mg  to  shrink  from  the  public  assertion  of  principles  which 
I  then  entertained  and  snpported,  and  in  the  roaintenancto 
#f  which  I  have  been  confirmed  by  subsequent  considera* 
tton  and  experience;  nor  am  1,  I  can  assure  your  lordships^ 
guided  in  the  line  which  I  am  induced  to  take,  by  the  &ar 
of  appearing  inconsistent,  for,  if  any  consideration,  car- 
rying conviction  to  my  mind  of  tiie  fallacy  of  fonner  opi* 
nioBS,  had  produced  in  the  interval  a  change  in  my  sen* 
timents,  C  d^lare  that  I  should  consider  it  as  mean  and  ua- 
manly  to  hesitate  a  moment  in  candidly  admitting  such  to 
betlie  case:  but  I  continue  deeply  impressed  with  the 
opinions  I  then  held .  of  the  mistaken  principle,  the  dan- 
gerous tendency,  and  the  eventual  mischief  of  the  measures 
which  are  now  proposed  ;  and  I  am  led  by  every  feeling  of 
duty  and  attachment  to  m^*  bekived  father,  of  solicitude  for 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  and  of  regard 
for  the  Constitution  of  these  realms,  to  deprecate  the  adop« 
tion  of  a  conise  which  appears  to  me  highly  deirimcatal  to 
objects  so  justly  dear  to  us  all.         .  . 

No  individual  can  iecl  more  than  I  do,  my  Lords,  tlie 
critical  situation  in  which  this  country  is  placed,  by  m 
calamity  which  none  can  more  seriously  deplore.  Serious 
as  the  difficulties  appeared,  upon  the  former  occasion,  thty 
are  greatly  increasea  upon  the  present,  by  the  pri^ura  of 
the  tiines,  and  by  the  arduous,  yet  proud  strugj^le  whick 
this  country  is  supporting,  not  solely  for  its  own  honour  and 
independence,  but  for  that  of  the  only  people  oa  the 
Continent  which  scorns  to  submit  to  tyranny  and  op- 
pression; 

.  Ours  is  a  choice  of  difficulties,  my  lords,  and  impe- 
rious necessity  ^looe  can  warrant  the  steps  we  are  about 
to  take. 

With    these    principles,    my  lords,  I   most  con^ien* 
tioosly  ami  cheerfully  gave  my  vote  for  the  adjournment,  in 
the  hoj^  that  Divine  Providence  might  still  avert  the  mani- 
fold evils  of  which  I  foresee  the  occurrence,  by  restoring  our 
beloved  Sovereign  to  his  attached  and  afflicted  people,  be-, 
fore  any  decided  measures  were  obliged  to  betaken;  and 
.with  the  same  principles,  my  lords,  I  do  uot  scruple  to 
-say,  that  in  my  anxious  wish  to  allow  every;  possible  time 
,for  his  Majesty's.  le-estabUsbment,  I  shoul^l  have  readily 

voted  for  a  further  adjournment,  if  such  liad  been  proposed 
by.thoseWho  havebeQ^in  th^  enjoy  n^cnt  of  his  Majesty's  con- 
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fidence,  and  to  whom  I  give  credit  for  a  diBpositiop  mi  io 
run  too  great  a  risk  of  incurring  any  serious  difficulty  or 
embarFBfiBinent  to  the  stAte,  by  poBlponinc^  to  too  distant  a 
period  tbe  consideration  of  measures  wiikii  must,  ttoder 
the  continuance  of  these  melancholy  circumstaaoes,  become 
,  altimately  necessary. 

Unfortunately  that  period  is  now  arrived*;  and,  anxious  as 
I  should  be  to  see  that  necessity  averted,  eagerly  and  ioy<* 
Iblly  as,  I  repeat,  I  should  hail  the  day  vrwsn  it  ceased  to 
exist,  yet,  after  the  evidence  of  his  Majesty^s  physicians, 
ivhich  lies  upon  your  lordships  table,  I  am  &r  from 
wishing  to  sanctipn  by  my  vote  any  impediment  to  the 
general  and  indisapensble  object. 

But,  my  lords,  i  object  to*  the  mode  and  principle  upon 
which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  that  object  into  elect,  as 
being,  in  my  opinion,  undonstitutional,  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  t)f  the  Crown,  and  subversive  of  those  rights 
which,  if  they  are  indirectly  infringed  in  the  penon  of  the 
King's  substitute,  will  no  longer  be  in  the  same  degree  se* 
cure  from  direct  attack. 

I  deny  the  authority,  the  validity  of  the.  principle  by 
which  two  estates  of  the  realm  can  substitute  a  phantom  for 
the  prescribed  reality,  and  can  assume  to  themselves  a  power 
of  establtshing  an  act  for  which,  by  the  principles  and  the 
acknowledged  forms  of  the  Constitution,  the  sanction  of  the 
third,  still  existing,  although  actually  dormant,  is  particu- 
larly required ;  and  [  therefore  adhere  to  that  mode  which 
is  not  liable  to  the  same  objection,  I  mean  an  Address, 
submitting  the  resolutions,  if  such  are  considered  tobeiM> 
cessary,  which  may  have  passed,  and  which,  being  ac- 
cepted by  the  Regent,  will  not  be  less  binding  upon  himr 
or  might  at  any  rate  be  made  so  by  a  subsequent  act,  whea 
the  third  branch  of  the  Legislature  had  been  restored  to 
activity. 

Having  thus  briefly  stated  to  your  lordships  my  objec- 
tions to  tlie  form  of  a  Bill,  I  must  add,  that  1  feel  equal  re- 
pugnance to  any  restrictions,  which  it  may  be  proposed 
to  impose  upon  the  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  upon 
the  Regent  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  calamity ; 
for  I  do  not  reckon  an  arrangement  for  the  care  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty *s  person  as  a  restriction  on  the  Regent;  J  consider 
them  not  less  dangerous  in  principle  than  in  precedent,  and 
I  conceive  these  are  not  the  times  when  the  Bsccutive 
Power,  already  subject  to  .difficulties  from  its  temporary 
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nature  (^xti  temporary  I  trust  in  God  it  will  proYo)  stronlit 
befltill  forther  embarraned  and  wenkened  by  reitrictions^. 
trMdl^  are  not  less  unbecottiing  than  I  ^m  perenaded  they 
vMaUt  p(tei90  nnneceMary ;  for  I  tfost  and  believe  thafi  the 
Ptiflct  of  Wafes,  bcfhf^  eDtrosted  with  the  full  exerdae  of 
that  teniii>oniry  authority,  will  feel  that  it  is  consistent  with 
hts>  own  honour  and  fatare  interest,  as  wall  as  with  every 

frineiple  of  duty  and  attachment  to  the  Kingy  to  condvct 
imself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  restore  that  authority  to  bis 
father,  free  from  abuse,  and  unfettered  by  any  act  which 
shfiH  have  been  inconsisteftt  with  the  principles  upon  which 
it  has  been  hitherto  exercised,  or  embainnsing  to  it  on  the 
resumption  and  further  admini^ration. — ^The  merits  of  the 
present  question^  npon  Which  I  have  bridBy,  and  I  fear  verr 
imperfectly,  delivered  my  sentiments,  have  been,  and  will 
be  so  ably  and  fiilly  dbcussed  by  others  of  }'Our  lord^ 
sMpi,  who  are  more  competent  to  the  task,  that  it  now  only 
remains  for  me  further  to  declare,  which  I  do  most  so* 
lemnly,  that  in  the  line  which  I  have  taken,  I  am  wholly 
nninfluenced  by  any  other  considerstion  than  a  conscien- 
tkms  principle,  originating  from  convjction  in  my  owtt 
breast^  that  my  object  has  ever  been,  and  ever  will  be 
to  support,  by  every  means  in  my  p6wer,  the  true  interests 
of  my. beloved  parent  and  sovereign^  and  of  his  realms^ 
which  1  must  ever  consider  as  one,  ajMlto  prove  that  I  never 
have  suflfered,  nor  ever  can  suffer,  any  personal  consideration 
or  any  view  of  future  prospect  to  weaken  thote  feelings  of 
duty  and  attachment  which  are  natural  to  every  son,  and 
which  are  indelibly  impressed  on  my  mind  byeverv  sen- 
timent  of  tlie  warmest  gratitude  and  veneration  for  his  per- 
son, as  well  as  humble  admimtion  of  those  lurtues  which 
have  marked  his  public  conduct,  not  more  than  they  have 
adorned  every  act  of  his  private  life. 

Lord  Mmra  said,  that  he  hailed  the  sentimeiYts  which 
their  lonJships  had  just  heard  from  the  two  iUnatrious 
dukes  who  had  spoken,  as  a  sure  pledge,  at  once,  of  the 
propriety  and  safety  of  the  course  of  proceeding  leoom* 
mended  by  his  noble  friend,  (Liord  Holland).  In  re« 
CeiVingthat  testimony,  he  indulged  in  the  sincerest  joy,  in 
reference  as  well  to  the  manner  of  the  assurance,  as  to  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  came.    Twenty-two  years  affo,  he 


had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  their  lordships,  an  Ai 

similar    to   that  which    was  now  proposed;    and  upon 
^  patient  review  of  the  prmciples  of  that  great  question^ 
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ii|)d0  tlie  coolest  consideraiion  of  its  cormqueiiccsy  and  the 
most  jtakhnis  examiimtioa  of  bis  onvo  motivesy  he  was  fiee 
to  say  ihat  bis  opinions  remained  unchanged.  With  re* 
sped  to  the  preced^sls  eked  by  the  noble  baron,  (Mulgiave> 
be  littd  this  plain  answer  to  make,,  thai  whete  such  cases 
•ecurred,  under  cinoumstcfnces  distinct  from^  or  opposite 
to^.the  present,  he  should  throw  all  socli  out  of  his  con* 
sideration,  as  totally  inapplicable  to  tbe  question  befoie  their 
lordships* 

There  was  no  circumstance  which  could  possibly  occur 
agatii.<t  which  he  was  so<lesiious  to. guard,  as  the  assump* 
tidi,  on  any  pretence,  or  on  any  occasion,  by  either  or  both 
Housc^of  Parliament,  of  any  of  the  peculiar  functions  of  Ma^i* 
jesty .'  Did  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  conceive  that  any  thbif 
could  result  from  the  measure  which  he  had  now  proposen^ 
Jbut  the  uUinwteand  tobil  dcstrucCion  of  the  monarchy  of. 
this  country  ?  Nay,  did  he  not  contemplate  in  the  adoption, 
of  such  a  line  of  proceeding  not  only  its  ultimate  and«(otal, 
but  even  its  immediate  downfall?  Once  sanctifin  the  pro- 
position of  the  noble  Secretary,,  and  the  very  prerogative  of 
tbe  Crowrv  itself  would  become  an  instrument,  and  an 
obedient  instrument  too,  in  the  hands  of  any  person  who 
might  have  secured  a  m{\jority  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  destruction  of  itself.  Then  would  tlic  Royal 
fnoctions  become  a  shield  to  the  servants  of  the  Crown, 
instead  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown  opemting  as  a  shield, 
as  tiiey  ought  to  be,.to  the  Royal  authority.  Tbcnoble 
lords  on  the  other  side  sepmcd  to  overlook  the  most  material 
circumstance  in  the mode  of  proceeding  teccommended  by 
hb  noble  friemK  (Lord  Holland).  He  did  not  question  the 
right  of  Parliament  to  decide  as  to  the  best  mode  of  sup*, 
plying  the  deficiency  ;  he  only  contended,  that  this  adju* 
ciication  would  be  best  secured  by  Address.  The  very 
terms  of  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  noble  Secretary,  as 
well  as  the  amendment,  express  the  right  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  the  necessity  under  which  they  were  now 
placed,  and  cyen  proceeded  to  the  designation  of  the  liegent. 
'  There  was»  however,  in  one  licspect  a  prodigious  difference 
between  them.  By  the  measure  proposed  by  the  noble 
Secretarv,  great  delay  had  already  taken  place,  and  miich 
greater  delay  must  still  ensue.  The  amendment  proposed- 
by  bis  noble  friend,  on  the  other  band,  was  calculated  to 
prevent  all  delay.  The  noble  Secretary  had  no  doubt 
spoken  out  his  object  fairly  and  honestly,  and  had  ac<« 


lMowieM»<«ittt  m  pioctediM  kh  tntntton'ims  to 

wymoa&iMMion  oiilUiftco^^ 

¥1  tta  hanlsaf  tbe  Jtq;ei^    Tbit  Mm  t»iteji4  ll^memt  to 
iaqw  ItinMMm  Mi  tke  iMic^ 
ifcre  intntftad  io^  wnA  tlU  forisl  in'  uw  Sbfei|9l|^'fiir  tfw 
«i¥Me  of  ^Oie  people.    Wwtlfir«><MMMity  hi  ivmM  i*;^ 
at  ^iuclimqr'af  thOK  eiiergiBs,  wbfek  ia  OMKbaijrfiMar^ 
vcre  cQcpccted:  to  be  fi^nd  in  ttie/Hneeattyifc-depiitiiiut  of^ 
ttwtta»,iifcm>tqfoiiq»qMdornbeftiioiiii?    The  noble' 
Scci^rystiied  hUjoml  tMrhoewthe  Piioee^  of'  WidM  fo 
lie  in  kit  cdAeinslalion^aild;  iq  ikcCVdBsigiHlad  Him  as  tb^- 
yenon  on  vkkom  no  mmld  propetQ  that  woBbM^of  Regent' 
slioaU  be  ooUfcRedJ   He^^Ci^pd  MMmXiiid  nol^^b^ 
tNve  was  in  Ais  oeunliy  «  nDf^nnln-ivitak'nr  ^witdMcl 
enoQgb  to  |»poBe  any  ^othee  ptrioiL^ ^bmepir  bb  Ikyfui' 
HiglSifftt,  a&  the  dopowtary  c{ikm:pmmwt4lm^Vhmic^^ 
iiUcb  an  awfid  crbii.    Yet  iAa|j«vag  llie  nagr in  which  tiie 
noble  SeorelBiy  pBoposed  tocafton  hinyiU»'nnlBPmMa  Ae ' 
dMutt^  of  those  important 'dtttias  J    TbOT  ie|pMMtf> 
him.  to  fine  ihem' from  tbe'dihniM(a>in'?WhhAthej>iw<tot 
iavolved,  and  yet  they  did  so  in  a  iiw>ii4QGEcoaki  nolbMI 
hc^tbemoBt  gdling  to  hboim  feeboii.t  tTb^  tbldhim^ 
tk^  bad  no  olker  lesonioe  but  in  biai|  jiidyet  by  londingi 
hW  irilbnirietioiia  held  bira<  out  MMioMeitt  tobeie-* 
aided  wiA  ^nipiotanl  .  It  may  be  mid,  ttiat  tnemaii^^nMt^  - 
If tions  whycb  a  regard  to'tte*penonal€Dilvanlenoe  olJrfir; 
IMbgotty  jrender  noBessory  to  be  adopted,'  paiti^iiiaiiy 'ai^to) ' 
tbie  OBK lif  hi»llajesly'6  pevada.     BeitM^;  bnMvonkltha ' 
i^Mer  8cci«tary  imh  to.dej^nwhn  Aq«i|ligh^ 
grace  of  abatainiiig  iiom  tlie  ^iievoiie  nf  poi^  iilikh  it  • 
Wnidnot  be  proper  or  becoming  in  bbn::toa»tfme^  Thete  ' 
timet  j^onftideraliot»<triiioh  aaigfat'aoMly  :bei  dhft^  «Bi|rWd  ' 
tiU  alker  the  deficienoieB  in ;  the  govpriiisKiitiin  lOtmr  respeeta- 
ivem  anpplted.    WastboPAiceof  Wata^apkilrv^n  phiaper 
to  to  ateoinfed  Rcgtnt^if  tbcaelangdoaot')    Ifto^ani^' 
be  eeiild  «ot  be  8iispectttl  oi6triflib^ii^;iiiB  dooMilfroni ' 
a4ty.  «ticp.  AftkgtA  aeoessaryi  ibr  tlie  acdommodnticmorhia  ^ 
Rcyal  fiatheri  ^A!nd  if  stohivaa  the  ease,  mn  it  thenib^  ' 
comtfurtbatfejBhQuldbe  held  entto  poUiOiiobkerviefaifi'fft" 
a9  bIdinJiaAbrhdidestfTidtbbfe  aomclMlyw         ^o^il ' 
nok  to  be/trosled?.    His  nobir  friend  (DiOid^ItMtandDKiad^ 
cMailefi'ia;  an,'n4pnirable'  Amnntv  «hflit''{fae'Oo«ft|»yf'tnl^ 
BilAringr  A*^  ^raadtill  likely  id  suffer^  Adnk  tlib  delays  in 
ffaf^jungi  6m  dcfidency  ip}  tho  jBoceMltpq  tofivanient. » 
Voi7l.-1810r  « K 


ipQOQfim^BQiQo,  JMtd:  Ihiihiirio  wammi  jHa  cwMtttii  acra^  in, 
this  amiii^  gf 4hetiiiiUefiei^^  IttibstmtKMrfbU  <» 
look  i^owdiandAM  lo  ho  aoMiUelkaAiaeooiMinieMnriw 

im«  l«4imci»^ilm«wiaea(li  taOfc  giaN«it^iflbiiAlia»Mdi 
««(M9s^  item  «dt.  aMwg. «  what  >dilmitl  '4»; trimttlietp 

rmbiuMW-The:  noble  .Searttmy.  aridtlfc -finds  wr 
be,  n^miditmi  Oientebml  as  (amHhff-  tk&  4iglit  and' 
briUiAfMy  dfi,tk«tSUii>  damUb  ttldUacMi  4a^  Aiog' 
ai%btM-rafef«MUi  ibt  aqr  t|iU  ImilkfA' maim%  mtW 
B9atod  tbiniMilbeMg  iniapiMiLaf  Uetol  oBmtH  kigk  T«liii[ 
a9dlMti«»^  Tlfe)(MMMiUl9cmeBMl  ademHiont  ednMioy: 
if  4ke  IioM0e, xkwe  tetakf i it  QB  HMg  ewB^oid.    CMd 
t^Bf.  Maid:  ii|i|tt4hat(H«|i isa^  And  savt  iMmjevcr,  tkat  tlwi«E« 
^fi^  w  IkoiMtaiaMr  foail  tiia  raMirfiNi  ^af  the  Rovat? 
fMftiMf  .teisai.maif^oMckaf    G^ite  nty  ciifauasUnceirf' 
vmA  <»iin|«<wnav ho ntbroiaedf  trtis  of  Mf  If;a  AlfBcimt  ih«r 
dpHMMHiai.  A  .ibbfe  aitd*Jdfal  Dvioe  (fid^Bds)  4iad  adJ* 
niiak^  AtofaA > Ihe - tuBamahfanipt,  bj  TtftinA^  it  both  to' 
tl9  sMliU^Qd  bteiyi  iaiw  «f  tile  laid.    Thar?  ti^  a« 
ppiMU  so.'  cktef  imgMtrilia  af ^  the  coantrj  in  the  caiHahi^ 
pbCtoii  ^b»jpf  Abe  slattiM  kdr  or  of  tfaa  coimiioR  lair; 
abd  i£  aattam.^haiiUl  ba  oaniBd  iii  dia  may-  .pnpbied  hjr ' 
the  iKibfe.SaoiMAsj^i;  atid  to iheaxtAnt  ha  im(»,  by  the  fan-  - 
pnltte  joi  'hmhBiidha  on  tha  Hc)eeht'  to  b^-zjflpoiak6j 
t  |iaia':wiArid.  ib«iii>Q  Hie  atot  iicapaUe  gaycrriiDeat  i#fafc  fr' 
hadi  «««tjheiD(At:lli&  lidtad  o£ihe  couhttrj  ihtd  iiat^  la0|  to'^ 
tW  tliwl»ii»l;  t*r|ad{of difficM|t»  and  dnigar*    Tlieiiabl» 


SftriMlll^sMadrtdidaaode  of  pHMaNgttng  to  be  tode  df  grear 

difffiOlty^    .Wil&gaMtaalimimoi^lwvcvprMhddwl^^ 

otijf  .paaoatftAfidm  hia«bai9Mg  Ao  defviato.fioal'ilia'pliitr' 

aiduopyioaa  tiaAkji  «ad.  pniBaifig  a  oourae  {Mfedtljr  ttap** ' 

ptoiUt  .t<^  Ihe/eadBii^naj./  it  vrat*  entf/cly.:ifdf^>iiobleK 
IoM|«.ion  theiot[|eraM^iriihiprf*ttiJteinaiietd)tkiWM|g|ae»<he>t 

opoapf  chief  nn^ikteVdla*  ttKi  diffiqritf -iicSrsd^  vqiih  ^ 
piainad  (af  waaannad.  Tte  «Hkma  oaarigljUB)  bid;  it  hayl  - 
not  .hacA.  acmaatedr^t  Jiraa  icdiBA'ablc^  ittit  bM)sAtlnni^> 
ranadimltf  /  S^maulkt^jpoMmk  fUey  ki^ir  that AAiAknntkaia 
of.Bojiaht/waae  tiaft^eqtiYe,«iid.  donU' not  bdidiaMuneM^' ia  ^ 
ivM^lt^iidtM^i  ofiiilA  kahlASriBMBiTi  hnd  hk  CDUoqhsei  to  < 
hamafqMMHlJblUaaKatfiaodi  to  naw^poiedkapi'fitiM' 
s^PpifsAiA^ Ifato Mtf qwiTi  EVonk iUaiitonntiaiatitot'Ma  * 
deSi/fiAim^  ywnaadtrtj;  mli  (qicnrtoiiMta^  aadi  fipai'  ttiQt 


.mmm(t*lmjmp  iiiMiii^lMii  ladk^Md  imM*  was  not  in 

tt^lKWfOOrtil^tflftBBtAli^fl^  ft 

)m  Jr  oflpslilutiiiil  ifcMMiplaicsfcMMidd  In  ttie  law  of  thu 
■COiqfayy  riuit^ailoMroliy  paald  tMte  silfef«d  16  inmate 
MtMifided  e'km&K^mn^mmf  udtba^ioMftit  it  t«&s  fcufu| 
lo;  bB.9iiaMQde^* ilnt iaHafatr  dU  te  iMtfi[>ns <kirdlt«  oti 
liim  ^iWM  bjriteliUoeriisaiMionit  would  natarallt 
lieiMKl;  <Elw  Bfl*k  fibcmtalj  1»d|  JQiClr  Mimplirfieated 
4llt  Prlbcb  tof  Wiles  oalha  ankbUi  a«d  ^taabUr  qdalitfei 
BrbU  ^  iiaftliwbiptv  fMSiM.  Wdtf  iMalted  to  Ms  leod^ 
lfi^tfb».astiiry  KbiliTe  toiDoit  Qsrlos;  \scni  of  Philip  t%  of 
6iEmui9,«ho.'lttd  basil  com|ftiiivei|l0d  V  Ito  es»ctitMme( 
iltimediattly  beftte^  inobaeded  to  sMkiii  off  Ms  head.  1|^ 
iiAmt^mmok^  iMmiofiiUim  faompHrlMi^  bat  ^h$ 
twdd  liG^  UU:  coqpider  it  mi  mmmt  Mpdet  a  paraltfli  ofN 
CuasHaaoa  .^Ihrflobfe  Sdbietery,  vtiU^  he  paiM^Trf^ 
{^idiM of  Wahs,.  VMika  stepihamotft tidv«ne  to  his  interesfi 
anil  d^ffiibjr.  A  imUa  adi  liarMdtord  (EliMiVthie dthr^ 
dar  Jiid  iai4  ii^  dbxm  asihe  laa^  df  tliia  boimhy,  (hat  th^ 
King HesQsriyBs* ^  Wbatj  hewMitdtoftia^^j'ivi^th^p^ri- 
iiig  0£  tbaa  ext>raHfiDsl  It  ymi  iamt  iMpoHahir  thai  H 
shMki  ht  kamnu  Was  it  iiitaiit  that  tl«e  tttoHasNilHcat  pari 
gf  the  GdDitatalieQ  Hm  so'iMfsessaty^nd  vtM  -ft  prinapte 
to  Itur  tatanslsy  osid  ^i?ntiaibe1)^g'0f  th^  cooatm  t^t 
it  cAuld  n<it  fxist n  awmentimlhoat  it:  b«t  that  It  tmmiW 
l€?iyed  aadl  nadscitated  hliitOI^  Uii  dM,  iMn  tdtifi  be 
sUf^octiW  amemfaBSot  of  bii  noble  iiti^^  baleafated'as  i^^ 
iras  lo  lender  this  power^at  oaod  ontffc,  by  fbiftving  the 
BomI  ftrnGtioas^aiid  paltiag^4iiif  «iMf  la;  that  ^llMSspcMlRf 
tmffia  io  sriikb  theHws&faad  been  ibdfllgfiarbffi^ii^ati 
wthiant  Ae  fuoQ^^oMloyaky,  by  ^htsh^^ldn^eotM- 
their  acts  be  reodered  1^1*  Whea  he  (Earl  Moin^fieainf  1 
tiie sfwch of fthe doUtfwcietarfv  he c^lMf liot help hehs 
Mnmdad,  :ihht  if.:ai  nsp^  ilsskoits  of  4ntl«KratiM«  shoMdr 
Ibak  biit  tat  sbmcitbroK  >a«>riMiiiili  to  MiM  Ms  j^atiV  H^j 
coald  aoi.  ibtt  iiipdto  u /iM)sd  ^Bsa^MdCr  gMutt^        fhknT 

tfaasom}!  «£ibBaKible8lcnitar|s  fictf  cM^'Aore  oaleohitafy^' 
Saom  ^muackinmff  to  eOkt  the*  tIdstrg»ttoii  Of  the  Gonstt  * 
taiitoof  thiSRe tangdoBUi  ■ '  Whhl  WblMadCh  i^pe^  liSoft'' 
sax,  vhm is  btsudjlba^  noUr  HeMlMty  tslKk  bSms  sorerni; 
i9^tit|poipg«sibr  six.  i0se]0<ifitbMt4jae^Nrv«nleifoe,  dtiria? 
att  ttUcfi  tiiae  ttie  Rogr^fiiMiMas  were  s^pit^nded  ?  Wo^ld  [ 
ha  not  asyv  if  aach  ■ias('be>4h^  ta^fer  §(%  or  d^hfweets/^ 
ittv  B0t4r  sic!oi4?igll|iMi4hl,  or  for  si4L  of  Bights  jeon  ? 


It  might  lHiMm:i0o,  flwl  t|»  jiifctiii  iinihiEiUlh  UpgliM 
ttonT^  thelfMch  of  «0  MbbSelanbn^  id^t  Mtikklk 
tbe  diftctitty  of  tbe  lad:  iaiqMnij  "vfeta  &  ooniMeiid 
under  iriioie  wmjpi&M  IhiilaiqwMw^of aoiy^  y<«ytive 
badtMOA  sofleKd  to{9i»  oa  wHImmI iiigimv>aikBcc> «-  J^fght 
be  Doliay^  <<  If  thiii  oonldbe  doiieMriletltetioblploid-Ml 
ia  ofioe,  «irhv  inigit.it  mii  AS  wen:  be  dotte  vmUxmf  nk- 
toiott?  Gould  Inot  Metett  the  mcmKfmmiiai  of-Mch  a 
wwt  (wm  bei«^.  Mt  ai  mU  as  tbe  MM  logAi"  tTb« 
DoUb  load  and  hiaooHeagues  mtAf  vtv^iu^.mm  hjf  Mimn 
it  ooufd  be  expcotod  that  the  isiioinaniieftoiBBr  leMtking^ftani 
siKck  rll  de8cielic7>  'ifaojrrach  weK  libdy4olrailt,  dumkl 
bare  been  ooftoeakd,  or  hf  vrktm  ^boniioiiff.  Hhm-  ovib 
shofldd  hatiB  biDetf  •rafted.  They  vctt  the  parKWwiio^laA 
biOi%btdii{^iiioa  and  tnio  on  the  ocnmlify«  Tfaiyv byldMlr 
fi>Uy  and  criminiiUty > .  tacrifioed  tHir  aroriik,  ab— doaid- 
01^  alUefi  forfbslad  the  iiafionid  chaiBciary  i^tdU^ 

Sa  ifombimtkm,  eonsiettng  tf  aUtbeptfvreiaroff£ani|MM 
jroy  douMtei,  looh  at  thetkHithieDt,  took  Acfeiy  act  of 
their  adtnini^Tataoii,  tad  then  as^  if  yoa  do>  not  beliovie 
that  I  mmiA  nuAe  a  better  ninbto  than  the  aabk^jeqro^ 
tary.  ?  AndiC^o^andhe  xmiU  pnventtheeaikatbttda&ti 
on  a.  defiqieficiy;  in  the  Royal  ainctiona  fiodi  lienig  Iblt^^ 
moat  yoii  not  have  mnch  gteatet  osatanctt  of  a  aimibur  veiuil 
ivbile  ihf  gowomaMit  is  under,  my  maaagdmeot  I  If  theni 
lonkhip  ffiKOMfd  tbemaelresld  be  um&  tfae.desbroyeis  of 
tbe  bolwm  of  the  Britiah  Gdnatitutaont  be  yummdiihpik 
tha(  th^  irotnld  bri.tbe  first  to  soQer  fiom  itc  but  it 
Yould  not  be- then  alone  who  voald  snffisr;  Ihey  would 
entail  a  portion^  at  lai»U  if  not  the.  whde  burthen  of  tbe 
i^damity  moUmg  fitm  tiidk  act  of  thaa  tt^ht  on  Aeir  btat 
Bosteii<y.  i   '  ,-     •      :'/'*. 

jfV  £orl  of  Brnkif^mkofuMn  did^jiiot  mean  to  tnspass 
a|aiyr  %|^b  upon  tbetf  loaOsl^ifa  tunei;  .^but  Ja  conse^: 
ooeiMKi^^  juoouoidabieLidpfiQnoeiifniidUe  fidend  (L^ 
Sidmobtn)|ka»  bldi9]^tian^  beLwaaanlbariaeckto  debbie* 
bis  noble  friea(ffraoq«v{$oepee  in  ibe.i)Bowti<te<tnuaMed* 
by  the  noble  Seoelniy  of  Stele.    TDbia  conne  bbmouril  alao^ 
toanpfM^afi  Um  aonftl  Goiaitiltutional;gnide  ivt-Hla  oonduot 
of  tbe  Vi^mi  und  founded  upM  -the  precedei^  of  1788« 
No  8ttli()(ecteoold  bare  burn  mom  tUbk  or  vmaG.ympsAf^ 
dechM  than  that  euMN    JtapDeued,Kdf  thatthequsHiiMlc 
bad  bom  deci^od  in  another  w^. by  a  much  grratev  mn^l 
joriiy  than  thMj  with  aU  tot  might  of  bis  taleuta  nfA 


niiarwl.  'i^y-i^'  \  «Mitftfe'iiiUi  iiifl^Mffj^^peroritHbi^^  th1| 


"•Wt^HMv  iMB'bte^'s'ivile^l'MyC  '^iflU  nnf  fogtud  ror'  tbh  ili- 
IMMMPOeSH^^nl  ^m  H  oi^lh/  Tbe  proceedings 
«a  IKytsts'  NW  MlliMI  approTfd  toFly  bb  NajeBfjf'  oq 
Mi  Ytti»mry';imd 'c6i^  im  reasoii  to Uink 

«kt  4M  l^mte  eMM'  plmJ^  in  thk  instance  irookf 
«l«lllf 'Hnf  Mkf  IM^fh  appHlbatkm.  (Order!)  Hi 
mmh6atmvm  H-^M  t^»ir  Toe  fiim  fbns  to  introduce 
tllVKiill'^iin^ INN^  of  tfie  former 

ta WJMWirflP  ri[MMa^  ihftfa  Ite  (^>Mfdi  of  the  Hoitee,  sunt 
M^lvMbllM  Wtf^d^D^fiAflj^  a  fi^t  ta  refer  to  it  'Ad 
m^illlmiiA4)0^Wi  foC^e  iQ^pU^^itV  of  sendW  da£ 
MtiOiOlSlH^W  >aH^^»^t^ottM  iAift  it  in  His  flolb^ 
fifMldMttlhsr.  flrb«d^«^pfK^i»&fel<ihIii^ete  in  iHe^' 
IttMii  iiM«  IfiiAlliBr,  tofffB^fiai^V  of  ihe  army  of  Bbr^ 
ii^di^flMkdim'i^^  fade 


ttiflitfftldMMiilatt  in'Mic!^  a  ciise,  4Hal V^ouia  'rallid  lk>s<' 


kfiK  wrfMliiMp  ttan-  Miif  i<»  take  meMtare^fof  tike  safety  o^ 
thtiarfttyt  Tlie  ncMe  Bkrl  their  oHefVed  iliat  li^  Ma- 
jeilf^  ttuUMen  had  done,  iH  bis  ii|>tiftMinsi6iu  c^hr  y^stif 
fheiieeeai&y  oPUiecase  requfi^d,  and'ln  Mptx^  iht^ 
ca^t9BikoM$eA,  considered  himself  as  dbchat^io^a  dtty 
tothcdi^iioto^Aecoantiy.  >  «  i    >..:..( 

2Ae  M§rjm  bfLaHsdmnt  covid  not  but  think' tlibftW 
•obto  earl^DP^H^bt  forward  a  charge  raHber  of  a  giaveand 
nafglltT  Miufe  agaiMst  the  Hbnse,  namelyr  th>rt  it  l^m} 
^mom^otMLttftMhtlXt  interests  of  th^Prinde  of  Wkles; 
aM  UIW  <ttgm  lot  ihe  iiitercs^s  ofthe  King.    He  coiild 


ItslirftlMinKlt^fiM-lnrt^itsfs  of  the  telgoingKine^aiid  of 
iiu^eiA^^ilMtApkmothd^  l)id  tfie  noble 

eMi,lM#W#) tlAiik  thhtflfi^fhtere^s  9f  theitE^igning  King  o^ 
dglte<WsWn  iMfil^  liM^iisulted  while  a  ihr  seifklected  jptar- 
8«ni'fil4d^^pKittilied'ia  lakb  on  th<ms^lm  the  diichai^ 
of  IW^BCMI  AlndioDs,  bjr  acQ^mingibrthij^ht  after  ibn- 
lilglii  aM  hFttorly,  when  it  was  aditiifted  thttt  the  deficiency 
lAnM  MteoMhW  iupl^tied,  insteiid  ef  supplying  it  in  a  legal 


Wfi3  mtejmptefl  in  tW.pQIsmfC  Hw  KMft-4M«  Wh9r 

the  jir?cercise  of  tlreo^^  ;i«itboHt  wtlK^tty  iPY  ^^^.  fL^  ^^ii 
f3icep>  wW  tbcF  ^^onfeim)  ^.iivmfi^l^^nii^rlMip  .tfn 
po)}lecarl  sank  that  in  pmiK»i|i!(  i^fiiV^  HaWMPIMfd 

by  )ii(  nQb)e  frkpf  rJ^     HplJWX^J?  tm 
for  the  inMmts.of  Mie  JK^  fJll^JIpukfc^^r 

(a  Be  in  .^^  avci^  o(.pin  J^^mfiikf^^ 

^Umi.  he  tlj«  ftdiSff  of  ^#J, f !^ 

<jp?*#>9lj:^  W  ^"  ^. ' 

the w4  f iMictfjifP»t    9?lw»qWe»ewl«i4j,l»atl« 

ha4  not  e^mmiicatofl  the  Wi^  f^  )^  M^OilKimiMt.^ 

<beM-jQ)rn  V»?^.Wwi:#t  in.  tbat<ifi^it|Mr;^fnMirini^ 
"fi4  ihe  i#Ie  pad^ot  ^^rkoy^v^y  tfis^  t^e  mmU»\  tfc* 
Mj»x?C  tlief^iq^iA  m^t^tkati  ii|Di]4ewk;^he=  (latv.^,;piCh 
^iogjfor  pny  e9)ercp»r  that  wight.wiaii^imlfMm  tH(Bn»« 
and  that  it  toltpi\.  mpwem  to  $l«te  (9  thff  ^^n  UmPf9».4lli6 

Sob  e^rff(»^jr  Aa4  aiiaeatbe  laoiiKni  it  :4id^  Mwetr  tbrt 
ey  might  proyide  for  it  ?  Did  the  liable  19^  mtifiqili  IkM 
if.iuid^  eioefseit^  ^i^»..ai»4  mw^oi  owMP^  iU 
t{i^i the  togi  Boy^as  veie.  deprived  4\y :  theio<?  .Qid jbe  oofc 
seq  jllia^  iheri^ht  th«lf  devoted  cpi^.^he  t|Rr^Jg|iw|e^t#ttfr 
JRcatn%hi)^  beat.  Yitlltfii^ wit  from  thfiov  fOtM)sf9^biit  iMt. 
t|(e  fii^^t.h^d  been  conoealed,  and  ibc^  tw^  ^wif^  iff^v^ 
and  thqeby  indu<;e()>  ivbifeinif|^oi;ancepf  fhf  %t,.ta  ^ip^ 
•ent  to  still  fetthe/.  cWajf,  Mfti^ebjr  4he^  wimmiW  rfilfc^, 
ei^cise  of  the  yienarx^ncnl  poweiy..  vwa»  4iU  (vtliier  .flQ^ 
liapted  I  Whoever  ^ad  aU^ndad, to  thirfif ff |||ii<iii<ft MMtt 
hie  awate^  that  in  tliis  couotrv  whfije  tl^  £«|^ift^tjMlCMlt ^ 
TOTCMttJugy  it  could' fioit  be  Wered^  jv^ijii)  thf^l^^ 
ofBoyAlty  were  suspended,  thai  any  ecniiiff'WiM^hwfcfanfttte  • 
ivbidi  required  tbe.exero^  of  w>i^luMtim^  ^HhHutiT*. 
comwuiucationoo  tiiat,  head  bi»ng.  inadejMi)ithe.l^««fs|iitr^ 
Itvonld  not  ho  denied  that  one  :of  thi^  9ti|«ia(A  Jbb«  MIMl: 
pressiiiif  in.it&  zkaUurei  aad  the  mpst  invpFlw ^t4ii iQtiU 


bysttakicli'lMid  lftkfi»]H(i«^tuiv6^a9«iiifBiia*d  tcm 
qwmmif^^iHhk  Majtity^.  pcaan  I '   Hi  rtrvsbd  the  «tof^ 
ifMUri  QDiBO^M^.bdy.  whfir ihifanitob  w^ttidi  ndRte  pr^N 
tmm  toftknl  «iiKt;-Utit  tliii  >af  ifalnispecttiie  rncptiiv  off 

tkits«bjft]|iiMad4dbipbleec  wditlMti^iliwi'tnw  tlM 
9iitimi<lt&tartiMQ')dagn»/il^.|^foai  Abfai6:as  to  tfietta;«f ihm 
ytaMU  orbis^MmiSnliad  «taMt  ^lac^  hjr  Ulncb.e^ai)  i« 
iMist:vfcQi»i«di>  tni  iftfe- liad  WMLeodb^agwell,  8weh4ffnM9 
wMniiBk  "ihanldgofcysl  witiMt  ivroitigiilini^  micbpniigiia 
VMibl^/vIlr  sii^ed'tiib  oalj'fifef  a  rtnicMMir  iMltit  Memod  ^t^ 
teioi^  <tfi4iMe.dandrianr  M\v.  ibr  addi^aaf  lOnHiaiteM 
4leaiird£)Mo^«iHi«  rftr  tAotlsafiri  ^ialody  oof  lib  Jtbjo^yff 
pfctflwi'>fifhkli  IcnUrndi'bc  |MM0d  :oiw.  ti.:  Hia  LiwilsMir 
agmseg^  tlmti:if;5ibUtw^/«^«feaife  lof  lexlsdiiajakombyv'aM^ 
IM«4imarMa8  «  )iillM:irulr 'bli  prtMotei^  iMt  |iK>dbi 
jng^Q^  IqritheniMe iSecrtiDry  ffcStite^ttUf 4lieaitSm*( 
#rMaplfd»^-:al<<ha#alr«iliJte^tifc/trfQdwJi»  HThii^^lNwa 

tivdailiimtiate^  i!|«it^>Hoia:lb^  sa  d^ 

Iwifrito.  iMMSkoHUeimm  mimnaHiOAAa  NDrAaAsaobhdltr. 
Iloat  iiic| !  a<Jdnrioa j<;^caaipiMfchl>widdt»a'tht  -Afiu 
CKit;pWMhdiafl«aflinifaitel|q«Daiirip^  tBiii  ^inM^f 
A0M  ptocptf  ta ipadsMea-j  iiwiii  1  p  p  .«pMiili^-fhiaitttrahi0#t 
tha«bothiel^  tha*i^joarfdbtK3^auai«fi^u^&tosa^ 
dMDfJbliiU;  at  tbMia^ifBaamn^nrfBl  triMerJriaiidi 

oonaiiJK,  adduto/ailrhe^UUI^eoatiUB^aiiuiWtlla  ioM 
JcG^hQ«dl«ldicuk>tfiail  aitoliniariJayt  Unai^^ipnivMBitii^ 
tbe jtiir  4raS^  ^mfObig  wsf  ttng  lifcam-) j^onlMl  tiilier^» 
fiai&dttiiHiadtelDen'oq  iitrielf  tonMfpjriMra«lfa(frif^af>(bai 

eiibfi  ihadyr^  an»  ^  sAp^aed  ta  iifMre^  some  •  panror  *  t5i 
iMitt^A^jJ^mia  thfe  uiae  of  tha  EdimtdsaMi  Hcairvft/t 
aintdttbf pM' Hbe  HtoafafcaMt^'and  disididcr  wbich>aJt'difibr<iitP 
titaHifl»lsalibedA(sGtei«i^iaBdcnorbadbtf  onitaprn^o^irft 
tHrt><)flHiV'itrana^r<H)tod  had/tbe  idda  dLvnjaibeeii/ithat'iiO'' 
ppfatJkufef tbadaf  thai Ofdwn  laid-  <aiqf(  cantmul . ii»9ir  dbi> 
^aaiifiW^  Ibatmceiicbaaahaient  ^wira:aiM  oilaaattera^if^  -. 
oa^^he^cfifcirM  or  ihdim^  bt*it  HJaldtcbbipaknld  iMl 
cpliMii{an.«^traa|gerpfQC^ibaii)tiH»^ii4^a3rs  regaidedi'asja' 
sjMMiHiivfeiCMld«DBy7.1n;caiM  kto  action  and  filndK 


coMdMMKkiMf  tUitojratetlwri^  IhMbokdf 

iirtw^hm  it  «BCiMdMd  on  an!  iwfe^jMt  IM  'inwer>  a( 


proMwd  to  be  adopkd  kcie.  *  It  w»  cxwliidMl«  tlnt'tbe 
praKdentin  1688  im  ^lAiMt IMnvtfiBi^lisail/^  1^^ 
muf^deiiyw  Jt  iva^todoaU.UUfenSBJtHndigKe?  tet  ir 
M8  f«f dll J  sMdhar  is  printaipb.  «^;  TIm^^  «i  lim,  tlMki^iMiii 
sdtfeioicy  to  MaunMnd^  '  1Iii^«  AM^Mtt'aii.Adtaia 
lo  fltePiiaceor^^kih^iP):  as  H  ma.iMioipMMed^  byt.  Ma 
IfeMe  fritoklAhaie  A«tald  be.  ta^OeiVri*^  Wnlmr  I* 
iwM^ihamwfy  no  jnoic  iabBwd..di^ttbai.wal  ofiJaimaffv: 
4ottk^;tbeaa'biii«lMB{uaidio8iipplf  rtheitflMtic}^  ftr^iba' 
limMb  thaki  iftwoUte  8^hem,Ttha*4he  MtlaafGeorg*  Iho 
laUvd  aboiUd  fae^iiattl  totpt^^riria  ftr  lkriM»p«i£i<y^o«tb« 
aiNHirflki .  It iwa.iaa^ hyftwiVthai dbe^ttiltAiibjiiwa'y 
tl^ibal]fafi«M7  n4;bt  iAiiimiiiaf  l^/iwlMd 
Ik Mtcr  hiailinf  Miwiij; Sihai  thia  Uccfepl  ba^he  ooc«rioii 
oft  WcdiudkfAi  ahalilMi,.  nhba^  thde-AMag^A^eSdielWf 
iif tOe  filioc^  tbbliUv  cUmwsii  MWiM  lifaort j  «a  ha^ 

Ihcy  fii%lt  iba«^.1be  (sptMnato^ 

angfatlMrfttlMBlfld^  tw  aetoniaffutotilwaertba  n^bntbeit' 

4^    akftaaiultoBefaaaiyiMMriton^ 

teMbnaod^fr  fhUebtiir  biif  ill^al  iniiiMe,  aMd  dtai  bbo  <o 
btfiat  9^)mdAm  aeoMmar  of  biviiig  hwioii  bk  .^idc^^ 
If  naUf  loi^a  wooidlaketfaelioidbk  la  lookidlodie  fohn 
n^.  Ibe  latior  ofoomiiiissbai  thsf.  woiU  bave  ta  •mnt, 
tbtfj  would  to  bow  cKtrenio  Umi  powwiwto-Wiich  thy 
wUdd  baw  to  ddc^ta  to  theCaoMabsbMntft  r  '^Taopos 
boidy  aad  do  all  tbiaga  by  aod  Car  Ibe  Gvoam,  wbi^b  ih  oidi*  • 
iptjr caiftcitt by  tbe Crown  badoM.*'  -Waanat  tUs  agraat 
too  cmtval  power^  wbieh  migbt  load  te  acts  ofastfipation/ 
aodiSknlify?  Baft  thk  wlu  not  alL  B^ib^^fiiatawt* 
sfMad«  AanlbtnnB  the  House  itaa  likeda  loiKcainiBadie 
<Ufcisa^,  4UBd  lo  assart  it  to  baJthairrfglitdMiiduty.to 
sin^F^H  aad  inwedkrtaly <affaf%aadS)-i»  tbai  ibhd  mwk 
laiioUi  jdiaafloB  Ibfciv  ri^tiaiid  desntlkeiivdniyilijngiAup- 
oaei iha  jrJ^tDf  sopplviBK  Aa  deflohupjf  io  Olhtiv}  asi^ 
laMEOd  tf.sii|i|i^|riDglbe  wAiitimbifdia^  - 
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f(o  on  in  $,  state  of  interregodm.  It  tras  imp08sil>Ie  tind 
their  liOifdshi(^  should  exchide  from  theit  view^  ttr^llb 
tidopting  stich  a  jfnroooeding^  ft  nfferetto  to  the  jfr^etk  $tale  ^ 
of  Eurdpe,  patticnlorly  to  the  occmtenofls  oT  the  &W  id^ 
ivc^ks,  even  to  those  'which  bad  taken  phioe  dUde  the  inef- 
lancholy  incapacity^  Iris  Majesty  baa  Men  tttadekho^. 

Events,  hia  Lordship  stated,  mij^ht  Mtoirr  ^Ihhi  H  feW 
im^s,  in  tvhicli  the  fate  of  the  connh-y  tirf^ht  be  In'voiV^ ; 
ond  he  asked»  what  Ij^duld  lie  their  Lordslips'tin^wcfk^^ 
their  coantry,  if  sttch  eVents^  Aould  overtake  ns  in  but  pr6* 
sent  sitnation  ?  The  two  Roused  had  a  ri^ht  to  6uppljr  ttie 
-deficiency i  and  tliey  h^d  tiie  ^cans ;  there  was  a  ]p(er^h  tb 
^eitercise  the  Royal  aiilfcoTity,  resttiectfn^  ^hom  TO6r*  wis 
no  difference  of  opinion.  Vvijy  tlien^  ml^ht  tfhe  country 
nsk,  b^  a  tedious  form,  iVa^  this  ]^'^6n  ^tcluded  from  ttie 
*»et-cwe  of  (he  necessary  power  i  the  bower,  'be  it  rosoeirA* 
bercd,  of  the  Monarchy,  Which  consi^ed  hi  beiAfe  the  rule. 
•ttf  one  person  ?  This  was  tlic  fim  tihie  it  was  tot)fe  exeif* 
cised  by  several  persons  without  bdtig  xriMnini^ottfed  by  tUp 
Crown.  The  two  Houses  had  no  Wgbt  to  a  direct  as^um^ 
lion  of  the  Royal  authority,  thougli  thcv'Tnight  deterihiiafe 
by  whom  it  should  be  exercised.  He  suppoVted  thie 
^tnen(dn\ent,  first,  bdcaute  it  went  to  mtile  thfe  Constifrftioii 
Wtrole;  next,  becan^  it  secured  tterl^bl^  6f  the  Croi?6, 

Eoy^n  bctng  roa^e  for  th^  tom'pli^e  restoration  of  the 
'gal  power  to  his  Majesty,  oti  his  recovery.  It  preservfeft 
t;he  happy  imion  of  the  thiee  powei%  now  afteitapted  t6  tfe 
separated^  leaving  the  two  braViches  a  huge  ttunk  t^hotit 
a  body.  •  ^  . 

lacet  iDgens  litora  tnfncm 
Avalsomquehciineriscttputetsme  noiKiiie'cM'ptls.'     - 

He  hoped,  however,  their  Lordships  woi^d  by  their  votip 
thisTiight  preserve  tlie  harmony  of  the  three  powers,  and 
transmit  them  unimpaired  to  their  posterity. 

lord  GremHtey  after  expressing  his  ^urptrise  tliat  the 
legal  adviser  of  the  Crown  (probably  alludins;  tolheLord 
Chancellor)  had  |at  silent  in'stml  of  seating  t^e  grounds  oT 
the  resolution,  declared,  that  notwidistandii^g  what  had 
l>ecfh'«aid  b^  his  friends  around  him,  the  full  conviction  of  fai^ 
tniftd  was  ni  favour  of  the  proceeding  by  Bill.  If,  hqweyer, 
i\e  snould  attempt  to  defend  the  conduct  of  ministers,,  h^ 
ftiv^  undettake  a  dilBBcult  task  indeed  ;  for  he  must  then 
icontend  that  it  was  consistent  with  their  obligations  to  come 
to  Parliament  ahd  to  use  such  language  a^  f  hey  tiad  done,  to 

Vol.  I.~1810.  2L 


958  THE   FATlUAMlENTAjRY    11EC19TE11.  [LORD9, 

deceiye  their  loTdships,  to  desert  their  duty,  to  tura  their 
l)acks  upon  their  Sovereign^  and' their  country,  in  the  sitoft* 
^tion  in  "which  they  were  now  compelled  to  admit  the  nation 
to  be  placed; — if  he  could  say  with  his  noble  friend  on  the 
cross  bench  (Buckinghamshire),  that  procrastination  was 
meritorious,  he  might  nave  something  to  urge  in  their  favour ; 
but  be  believed  that  his  noble  fricnd^could  hardly  find  any 
thing  so  difficult,  as  to  maintain  with  success,  that  procras* 
tination  in  providing  thecountigr  with  a  government  under 
circumstances  like  the  present,  was  meritorious.    The  civi- 
.lized  world,  they  said,  looked  to  Great  Britain,  and  espe- 
cially that  nation  which  alone,  of  all  the  states  of  the  Conti- 
nent,^ afforded  the  smallest  hope  of  the  preservation  of  its 
independence ;  and  was  this  a  time  for  Great  Britain  to  re- 
main one  moment  longer  than  was  necessary,  is  this  cala- 
mitous situation  ?    If  then  he  supported  the  proposition,  it 
was  not  because  he  approved  of  the  conduct  of  ministers; 
on  the  contrary,  he  had  the  deepest  sense  of  its  criminality. 
But  notwithstanding' the  seductive  eloquence  of  his  noble 
friend  (Holland),  he  still  remained  of  his  former  opinion, 
and  thought  a  Bill  far  preferable  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
by  Address, 

T])G  present  question,  his  Lordship  observed,  was  narrow. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  now  to  discus^  tbelimitationsr 
When  that*  subject  came  before  them,  it  would  be  time 
.enough  to  eiiter  upon  its  merits  ;  but  he  only  wished  it  to 
be  uuderstopd,  t^at  it  had  no  connexion  with  tbe  question 
.actually  under  consideration.  Whether  they  proceeded  by 
Address  or  by  Bill,  they  might  give  the  whole  power,  or 
they  might  prescribe  limitations;  and  the  Address  was  so 
framed  by  his  noble  friend,  that  the  question  as  to  the 
degree  of  power  to  be  conferred,  was  left  for  future  consi- 
deration. In  his  view  of  the  subject,  if  the  proceeding  by 
Bill  should  be  attended  with  the  meritorious  protraction' 
mentioned  by  his  noble  friend  on  the  cross  bench,  he  dkl 
not  think  that  would  alter  his  opinion,  thqugh  it  would < 
have  placed  him  in  a  much  more  difficult  situation.  But  be 
it  remembered,  that  eight  weeks  had  clap/cd  for  which  tbe 
ministers  i^erc  solely  responsible,  (//e«r !  hear  I)  as  they,  by 
allegations  now  proved  on  oath  to  have  been  incorrect,  had 
occasioned  the  delay.  If  a  bill  had  then  been  brought  in, 
as  urder  the  circumstances  it  ought  to  have  been,  instead  of 
being  now  engaged  in  laying  the  first  rtone  of  the  building, 
we  should,  according  to  the  longest  computation  of  the 


/. 
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time  of  ite  process,  hate  now  an  existing  government  to  . 
disoharget  the  duties  of  ihe  Royal  autijority — too  many  in  t 
oar  piesentisituation  almost  for  imagination  to  run  Uii-ough.  t 
By  itfae  miscondnct  of  minbters,  they  had  still  to  be^in  tile  -» 
task  of  9applyingthe  deficiency ;  and  that  could  be  doneas  -^ 
readily  by  bill  as  by  address,  becaase  the  mode  of  address  . 
contemplated  a  subsequent  dtscossion  upon  a  bill  to  settle 
the  powers  to  bo  given  to  the  R^nt.  It  appeared  to  faijn  ^ 
better  to  have  a  Bill  at  once,  and  to  adhece  as  closely  as  7 
possible  to  the  regular  forms  of  the  goveMunent.        . . 

It  was  imneoessary  for  him, .  he  presumed,  to  go  over  the . . 
precedents,  as  these  had  been  sufficiently  di$cus^  in  1788^  . 
bat  there  was  one  new  cireurostance  now  stated,  yiz.  that  the ; 
Royal  authority  was  conferred  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  r 
Yith,  without  the  consent  of  the  King;  and  here,  too,  pro*  . 
vision  n^utt  be  made  for  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  authority 
witboat  the  consent  of  the  King,  because  it  was  impossible 
that  the  King^s  consent  could  be  bad.  His  noblie  friend  r 
(Lord  Holland)  had  said,  indeed,  that  a  Commissioner  Jiad  • 
hem  appointed  to  act  instead  of  the  Kirig.  He  (Lord.' 
Gren ville),  however,  thought  with  the  great  Lord  Camden,  > 
that  the  whole  of  the  I]U)yal  functions  were  suspended— t 
Lord  Camlen,  upon  whom  the  Noble  Earl  (Lord  Liver^:j 
pool)  had  proaouhoed  a  panegyric*    It  had  been* better  if 

'  he  and  his  colleagues,  had  imitate  as  weU.as  panegyrizol  i 
Lord  Camden,  instead  of  adopting  a  line  of  conduct  which  : 
must  be  considered  as  an  outrageous  insult  to  the  nation, 
and-an  usurpation  of  the  sovereign  power,  by  issuing  orders  - 
as  they  had  done  in  the  King's  nnrae^  when  it  was  notorious  * 
that  his  Majesty^s  pleasure  could  not  have  been  taken.    If^ 
then,  Lord  Uamden^s  doctrine  was  true,  did  it  not  apply  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Cohimissioner  or  a  Regent?    You 
here  stood  in  a  situation  where  it  was  impossible  you  oould 
liave  the  consent  of  the  King.    In  the  regular  and  ordinary 

.  course  of  the  government,  the  assent  of  the  three  estates 
was,  indeed,  necessary-— -no  one  doubted  it.  'But  here  was  a 
case  where  from  absolute  necessity  something  must  be  done 
of  a  legblative  chamcter  by  the  authority  of  the  two  Houses. 
They  must  take  upon  themselves  to  do  that  for  his  Majesty 
which  no  other  body  or  individual  would  undertake.  They 
knew  that  nothing  was  more  abhorrent  to  the  nature  of  the 
illustrious  Person  who  all  agreed  ought  to  be  Regent,  than  • 

'  to  assume  the  Regal  power  without  their  authority ;  and 
did  they,  then,  d^  fairly  by  that  illustrious  Person  by  pro- 
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pceisfftfiatbesboald  Toprasent  the  fhMiovtat  anaatbo* 
ri^  mich  kad  nekher  foundation  noreo^ktence  I  Htanobki 
ifiind  (Loid' Holland),  adverting  ta thcOipftnodLogiC)  iyad: 
stated  that  thoir  lordships  having  d^ermined  Uiat  the;. ' 
'  cottldslandyery  well  on  itvo  li^,  wen;  next  oaUe4  itpoa  to. 
declare  that  thejr  required  a  crutch  to  help  them.  |iis  nbUe< 
friaad  wqs-  himself  a  pisoof  that  the.  Oxford*  ft^ic  ooiddt^ 
form  an  aoate  Mrliamentary  reasoner ;  but  it  Ufas  desioMi>i0i 
that  Uiey- should  ad&ere  as  closely  as  possible  to  theonU*> 
nary  forms  of- legislating.     In  either,  way  of  proceeding^  the 
diQcoltv  mnstl^  encountered;    There  ^i^asaootkBr  part^of 
the  CXafoid  logic,  called  arguing  in  a  circle,  of  which  tfaoi 
mode  of  address  ^v^as  a  complete  instance,  a&  its  object  was 
taoons^te  a  Ri^lffEit,  who  mustderivebis  Wthority.froia 
antac^  ^  be  sanctioned  by  himself; 

Kissing  from  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sixtb,  bis  Ltoiddrip 
adverted! to  the  case  of  the  Revolution^    He  really  thought 
iHaii  no  £ict  in.  bistory  had  been  more  clearly  establish^ 
than  this,  that  the  Lora6  and  Commons  had(  declared  the. 
Throne  vacant  bdTore  they  proceeded  to  fill  it.    This  wms 
tbe  nailural  course,  and  he  Was  surprized  when  he  heaxdlMi 
nebfe  frksyi  express  himself  as  if  he  understpod  the  mattes* 
diffiirently^    It  was  trae  they, bad< addressed  thaPkinee  of 
Otenge  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  botfi  civil,  audi 
military,  with  the  complete  disposal  of  the  public  revenue 
uwtilintt/  should  otherwise  provkk.  These  last  words  pfonred 
'  that  they  had  no  intention  to  create  a  ]x>w^€o*oidiiiata. 
with  tliemselves^  but  that  the  Prince  held:  bisaotboiity' 
aHogetber  dependent  upon  them.    The  Prince  did  not  conn 
sider  himself  as  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  legislative 
power ;  for  it  was  a  quc'Stion  in  the  Convention,  wfaetfaer  be 
should  be  made  Regent  at  aU^  or  whether  some  other  mode 
of  government  should  not  be  adopted.    They  thenfeie,  as 
one  would  have  naturally  ejEpeoted;  declared  the  Throne  va* 
cant  before  they  proceeded  to  fill  it    But  then  it  might  be 
asked,  why  they  did  not  use  the  Great  Seal,  as  was  now  pro*- 
posed  ? — to  wbicb  the  answer  wse^  that  in  that  instance  it 
was  impossible,  as  the  Great  Seal  was  not  to  be  found.     It 
had  been  said  in  another  place,  be  believed,  that  this  defect 
might  have  been  supplied  by  a  siW«r*sraith'^a  strange  ob- 
servation for  a  lawyer..    The  authority  of  the  Seal  was  not 
derived  from  the  silveismitb  or  the  engcaver,  b^t^om  theu 
King  in  Council,  declaring  that  it  wa^  nisSeoK  .  Bat  even 
if  it  Qad  been  found,  it  would  have  been  absuid  to  use  iU  fof 
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Kmg  Mtom  h^l  M&c^Mf  he  might  alipost  «|v^  for^itcxL 
U9  tide  to  the  Crown ;  wki  it  wmkl  hi^iie  been  riujuculous  t^ 
doclMehiB  a«|D&t  tQ  an  Act  $)r  hi^  owi^  exctufiioa^  Her^ 
howerer^  tkcgr  iirare  umlw  m>  auqb  djificultq^ :  thgie  i|9s  119, 
fMiititxcv  Oft  TucsAay^.  iHit.  Ml  iQCf^cii^-  of  the  reigping 
Bofwrnffufon  whxc\k  a  (emfpsai^,  rm^ywaj^  tobepro* 
^idod^  '  TheKiiig  waA9ttU  pn  thq(hi!Qn^^i9iid  i^hU  091091 
Qtt.tlifi  Ex(Xttliiyei^W9r  iiuiMibf^exerqi^.  Tbot^qi^e%. 
iQftoifL  of  being  simihiii>  wqiq  mapiliy^  ^ho  nn;^ise.  of  «^li{ 
Dth^r. 

Their  Joidahijpt  had  biayd  it  9taAed^  that  tbc  distinctioiv 
betifocD  the  fioIiticfil«nd  ppcwna^  C4iKH:itj^  of  th^  King  wa% 
uselcHB  fiction*  or  quibble:  irnsei^  b;  If^wjeiC^  Qat  il^ifi 
laiyfebipn  wopild.  fiadi  th^  this  di^inctim  OQfvadoil  the 
exmcM  of  tho  Rogrsil  autbofiCy*  If  they  leaa  a^writ  in  thoi 
Kiagi'a  Boiichi  they  ^onld  find  that  the  papty  ifa&sum* 
mooKBdrki  appear  befQif^  the  King,  not  in  hisi  persooal  capa*-. 
oiljr  8/urelgi»  but  inhia  politicaK  The  ailfibMtes  aacrib^  to^ 
(ke  Kim^:  ykAM  bn  absurd!  a^  Ua^annoiia  i,Q  any  other 
aonac*  Ubicpiity  vy^a  one  ^^fibiod  to  himi  ^  noniinc^  bj^ 
tlic.  b^  autharitios,  Ferfeotion  nvas  another.  He  n^  not 
enlai^l^  upon  tbis,  for  the  di»Uniiiipo  ipfist  be  faquliar  iQ 
avery  one  who.  had  ev^r  looifiA  at  a  page  of  our  ConstitUT* 
tjoii.  The  consequence  ^aa*  that  "w^eq  tlie  King  i|ra«  dia^ 
abhyik  by  infancy,  op.  any  other  cause  of  incapapity».  hii 
poliisoal  capacity  still  remained^  aud  upon  this  ground  hhi 
assent. might  be  given  to  the  act  for  supplying  the  tempoh 
miy  deficiency  of  the  Royal  authority .  If  authority  \rere 
-WMkd  in  a  matter  sa  evident,  he  might  cite  the  case  of 
Hmty  the  Sixth,  in  whose  in^ncy  the  I^id^  and  Commona 
appointed( another  to  administer  the  ^ovemn^ent,.  studiously 
de«bring  at  the  same  time,  that  he  alone  waa  their  lawful 
King,  and  thai  to  him.  alpne  their  alle^iauce  vas  due.^  1% 
MIS  upon  this  ground  thai  justice  contmued  to  be  adniinis- 
tened,  notwithstanding  the  personal  incapacity  of  th^  Sore* 
scjgn.  But  let  no  man,  his  Iprdship  observed,  suppose  that 
this  formed  an  excuse  for  those  who  bad  assumed  the  Exe* 
'  cutive  authority,  where  the  personal  concurrence  of  tho 
Sovereign  was  indispensable.  This  was  the  most  flagmn( 
violaiion  of  power  ever  witnessed,  and  he  hoped  their  lord- 
lihips  would,  iafce  care  that  it  should  never  be  suffered  to 
semain  as  a  precedent  for  any  future  minister  to  act  upon. 

It  followed,  then,  that  the  King  iuhis  political  caracity 
fttili  guvcrnod  the  ccnmtry,  and  that  the  flzecutivc  rower 
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A\j^  not  devolve  on  Ministeni -^not  even  upon  his  Son, 
without  an  Act  of  Parliarnenf,  that  might  be  prodaced  ta 
Ihe  courts  pf  jnstice,  so  as  to  enabte  them  to  proceed  upon 
it.  His  lordship  nmintained)  that  cyen  in  an  indjctmcnt . 
against  .a  revenue  officer^  the  courts  i^ould  not  act  upon  the 
.  authority  of  one  cxerci^in^  the  Royal  power,  merelv  by 
Address,  without  a  le^ifislative  measure.  To.  prove  this,  he 
stated,^  that  in  a  thanksgiving  sermon  preached  before  the 
Rouse  of  Commons  for  their  dejiverance  from  popery. 
Bishop  Burnet  was  obliged  to  pray  for  King  James  the 
Second,  and  the  or^y  w«y  in  >irhtch  they  could  get  rid  of 
this  was  by  act  of  Parliament,  and  appointing  a  Kinff  de 
facto,  to  give  it  the  form  of  law.  The  principle,  tnen, 
was,  that  the  King,  though  labouring  under  temporary 
incapacity,  was  still  alone  the  Sovereign,  and  that  auurority  ^ 

must  be  dferivcd  under  his  seal.     In  proceeding  by  Address, 
they  wonld  only  set  up  a  phantom.     His  lordship  then  * 
cautioned  the  -House  against  being  carried  away  by  the* 
argtfments  reflecting  upon  l^al  fiction.     In  either  way  of 
proceeding  they  must  come  to  a  fiction  at  last.    Fiction  was 
not  peculiar  to  our  law — it  abounded  in  the  civil  law,  and 
it  wns  to  be  found  more  or  less  in  every  system-^and  to  doit 
away,  would  be  to  abolish  law  itself.     The  only  object  wag 
to  prevent  its  workin^^  injustice  to  any  one.     Such,  then, 
was  his  view  of  the  subject.  They  were  not  now  called  upon 
fe  fill  up  any  vacancy,  but  to  guard  th^  government  oC 
their  lawful  King  by  a  legislative  measure,  having  the 
King^s  assent.      That  it  must  be  the  King-s  assent,  all 
were  agreed.      Whether  they  proceeded  by  Bill  imuM- 
diately,  or  presented  a  previous  Address,  the  King's  a»« 
scnt^  and  not  the  Regent's,  must  be  indorsed  on  the  Act 
from  which  the  Regent  derived  his  powers.     He  thooght 
the  direct  mode  of  proceeding  far  preferable  to  the  other. 
*   After  stating  that  he  adhered  rigidly  to  the  maxim  that 
they  onght  to  go  no  further  than  the  necessity  of  the  case 
wnnanted,  his  lordship  said  that  he  thought  the  question  of 
right  stated   in  tlie  sc'cond  resolution  so  clear,  that  he  had 
been  inclined  to  second  the  suggestion  of  a  friend,  that  the 
fight  of  the  two  Houses  should  be  entered  on  the  journals  as 
a  declamtion  of  the  law  upon  which  the  third  resolution 
was  to  be  founded  ;  but  from  the  doubt  entertained  by  a 
distinguished  individual  in  1788  (Mr.  Fax),  he  bad  thought 
It  upon  the  whole  better  to  let  it  pass  as  a  Resolution,  though 
the  illustrious  Person,  in  favour  of  whom  the  right  had 
been  mainlain(?d,  disclaimed  that  right. 
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B  lit  "what  could  he  th  ink  when  not  merely  a'  doubt  was  ex- 
pressed on  tl»e  subject,  but  an  assertion  openly  made,  that 
'  minjsteTB  may  venture' to  what  do  they  declare- the  Prince  of 
Wales  incapable  of  doin^?  Lord  Camdod  bad  declared  in 
27S8,  that  a  suspen^n  of  all  the  executive  functions  had 
taken  place;  we  now  found  that  there  was  no  such  suspension 
in  the  present  instance,  but  that  men  possessing  themselves 
by  no  right  or  title  of  the  highest  offices,  were  assuming  that 
authority  which  in  preference  to  the  Prince  of  Wale^,  thej 
.declare  bad  devolved  upon  themselves.  He  would  shew,  bjr 
his  vote  this  night,  his  conviction  that.  Ministers  had,  bj 
their  late  conduqt,  committed  an  outrage  upon  Parliament, 
compromised  the  best  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  ^crimi- 
nally violated  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitu* 
tion.  What  had  they  proposed  this  ni^ht  to  record  upon 
the  journals  of  the  House  ?  Why !  that  it  was  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  two  Houses  representing  the  estates  of  tlie  realm 
k)  supply  the  defect  of  the  Royal  authority.  This  they 
pavely.'  proposed  to  that  House  at  the  very  moment  thai 
they  were  themselves  invested  by  mean&.  of  the  grossest 
usurpation  ever  attempted  in  this  country,  with  the  whole 
of  that  Royal  authority.  His  noble  friend  (Lord  Bucking 
bamshire,)  had  asked  if  he  (Lord  Grenville)  bad  stood  m 
the  situation  of  minister,  would  he  have  refusedjo  send  a 
reinforccmcait  to  the  army  in  Portugal^  la  answer  ia 
thut  question,  he  would  tell  his  noble  friend,  that,  although 
an  illegal  act,  he  would  have  adopted  it,- had  not  Paiiiament 
been  assembled.  But  if  only  one  day  had  passed  since  their 
assembling,  he  should  have  regarded  it  asi  at  once  usurping 
the  Royal  prerogatives,  and  ais  coromiltii^g  treason  against 
the  rights,  the  acknowledged  rights,  of  the  two  Houses* 
(Hear  I  hear  I)  What  was  that  reasoning  with  which 
Ministers  that  night  came  down,  and  on  which  they  with 
a  double  face  founded  such  irreconcileable  propositions  ? 
— now  declaring  that  it  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and 
duty  of  the  two  Houses  to  provide  an  executive  authority, 
and  at  the  same  time  breaking  down  this'dedared  right, 
and  seizing  themselves  the  govenimcnt  with  all. the  jup- 
rogance  of  a  seltK:reated  directory.  The  f  illHstrioua  penoa 
to  whom  he  had  before  alluded,  who  in  1788-9  sat  m  the 
Cabinet  with  others,  whom  he  should  ever  regard  with 
sentiments  of  affection  and  esteem,  proelaimed  to  ihMt 
House  a  total  and  complete  suspension  of  all  functions  of  the 
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E^ectftive.  The  tnen  vHao  condiici^  Xfte  affliin  6f Go^rn* 
meiit  at  that  ^UiAj  H  Would  lu-rfdly  ht  fawiiiWAtcdl,  ^jvcte 
men  quite  igtmuat  of  Vbfe  lA*vrB  hnd  cop^tftution,  o^  '^jffiifc 
ifc0HKilesB  OT  tte  iiilci^sis  t>r  theit  couWry.  He  ^ms  4e- 
cidedly  cfettr,  ttat  'iWi  cVety  eiteergertct  '^bttnihir  to  f  he  pVe- 
«c?nt  calamity,  if  Pferiiament  Wcte  witlitn  iVSidh,  it  oliglrt  to 
lie  tmMttibled  with  the  le^slt  pos^e  (May*  This  prhnnple 
%t  afiplted  to  ittiifofeseen  eniergefide^ :  nolliiftg^li^M'oTthb 
"^ttangCBi  necettttj  ooilkl  josttfy  any  oAe  Act  ^  ylefrtl  wliicli, 
coiiStiCiitionally^  must  i^mauate  from  ttie  Orown,  under  thtf 
eircunifitance  of  the  Royal  inbapi&city.  ftut  liad  Mmisle^ 
ifcewa  that  any  d^c^ty  tftlatever  existed  ?  Yea,  a  ncces* 
-aitydf  their  oi¥n  creatibn»  a  neceBBftvsoug1<it  fo^y  and  volnn- 
ittrily  ado>ptod  by  themselves.  These  Men,  'so  ptopcrly 
imtiiled  vsvrperB,  made  a  nccessMy,  unidcr  whieh  they  would 
liereafter  cotne  and  ask  indemnity,  for  having  r<H>b^d  the 
Cro^^  and  Fkiliaraertt  of  their  rights.  He  considered  their 
"Coiiduct  therefore  in  thette  two  p6in{s  o^  tiew;  fiMstt,  as 
Yidatinj^  that  radicltl  priAriple  <^'  our  la^s,  %y  idiich 
the  Executive  dttthority  of  the  realm  is  vested  solely 
in  'the  Crown :  ekid,  secondly,  as  contravening  the  reso- 
lution for  the  second  time  now  submitted  to  the  two 
Howes. 

He  ^d  not  pretend  to  know  in  hoW  many  instances 
Minister's  had  thus  tUnmpAed  on  the  Monarchy  and  theC^i- 
ftHution ;  he  spoke  of  what  he  had  heard,  and  it  was  po^- 
tiUe  that  othefs  of  a  still  graver  nature,  n/rd  involving  stifl 
mone  serious  coasequences,  might  c6me  to  light.  What  if 
it  should  appear  that  they  had  assumed  the  custody  6f  the 
King's  person  ?  If,  after  stating,  and  jttslly  stating,  that  iht 
Prince  of  Wales  was  not  the  person  to  whom,  legally  speak- 
ing, the  care  of  theKing^s  person  ought  to  be  confided,  tlrey 

^  had  taken  that  care  upon  tlicmselves  ?  What  nmst  be  the  feel- 
ings ofFkriiafaientaiid  of  the  country,  if  this  should  have  been 
done,  not  in  compliaWe  with  the  wishes  of  the  lloyal 
Family,  but  agaiAst  them  ?  And  if  it  should  ap{)ear  that 
these  vncontrouled  sovereigns,  who  would  impose  re- 
strictions on  the  Regent,  that  Kegent  being  the  heir* 
apparent  to  the  Throne,  have  taken  from  the  lloyal  Family 
that  which  is  the  establislied  right  of  every  funiily  in  the 

*  kii^om,  the  care  and  ic^u^ody  of  their  relatives  ptevioTi^ 
to  the  interference  of  the  C^art  of  Chancery  ? 
'ThrM^  that  Court,  the.  sdect  asyluti^  provided  bf  the 

.  CoDstilution  for  the  protection  or  persons  labouring  under 
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mevtii  iottrmil}r»  all  oUasei  of  his  Majestj'g  tnbjeds  wete  io 
ft  stile  nf  securityi  and  it  was  just  thftt,  whoieV^  his  Majestf 
was  visited  with  so  severe  an  affliction,  rarliamcnt  should 
be  to  him  a  Court  of  Cbai^cery,  and  should  extend  to  his 
Bojral  Peison  a  recipiocal  protection.     Before  provision 
was  however  made  by  Parliament  for  this  purpose,  theie 
could  be  no  doubt  in  any  mau  s  mind,  that  the  guardian* 
ship  of  hb  Sfiftjesty  J^longed.  of  right  to  bis  nearest  and 
dearest  idalives.     Minbters  might  be  ready  to  say  that 
they  would  trust  to  their  respons  ibilily  ;  and  indeed  it  was 
a  great  and  awftd  responsibility ;    but  %\ke  laws  of  the 
country  were  not  tO  be  systematically  violated  upon  pr^ 
teiloeor  that  responsibility.    The  House  was  boutid  to  in- 
terfere and  prevent  it.    Had  they  forgotten  that  the  dls- 
pcMl  of  the  military  force  was  amonj^  the  most  moment- 
ous  and  sacred  rights  of  the  Executive  ?     That  it  tuid 
been  once  the  subject  of  contention  between  the  Crown  and 
Farliameat  i    This  prero^tive,  granted  with  so  much  dif- . 
ficultyand  hesitation,  of  such  vitid  importance  to  the  safety 
and  wel&re  of  the  state,  Ministers  had  dared  to  usurp  and 
auttm^  in  ecjual  contempt  of  what  was  due  to  the  Throat 
and  to  the  kingdom.    There  was  another  eiccumstance  in 
wbich  the  peculiar  privileges^  of  Parliament  were  directly 
invadedi  he  alluded  to  the  subject  of  taxation.    The  Kiag 
himself  had  no  power  of  levying  or  remitting  duties  with* 
out  consent  of  rarliamenjt.     Did  those  men  opposite  to 
him  understand  the  laws  of  their  country,  he  meant  laws  of 
their  own  making,  in  their  late  arrangements  respecting  the 
Distillery  Bill  ?     Did  they  in  the  ptenitude.of  their  £oyal 
aolhority  conceive  that  the  introdhction  of  the  name  of 
Parfiament  was  a  sufficient  sanction  to  an  act  whipb  could 
only  be  legally  done  by  its  express  authority  i    If  the  dis-. 
tillers,  trusting  to  this  agreement  between  them  and  the 
government,  conduct  theur  speculations  and   affiiiis.  ac* 
•ovdiiigly,  in  what  situation  must  Parliament  be  pbiced  ? 
Eitiker  it  most  be  compell^  to  legalise  aiid  sanction  this 
unatttboriBed  proceeding  of  lainisters,  or  it  will  inflict  io- 
Cidksiilable  distress  on  a  great  number   of  individuals. 
What  would  the  House  be  dispoaed  to  say  if  at  that  very 
iMMnent  those  ministers  were  considering  whether  or  not 
tbey  should  put  the  privy  seal  to  an  act,  which  is  to  give 
tbeoi  a  million  and  a  half  pf  money  i    He  did  not  know 
whedier  this  wa$done  ^  but  if  done,  and  not  punued  by  the 
w0Mnaace  of  ParUament^  (Jipar  I  J  be  would  say  that  the 
Vol.  1.-1810.  J  tt 
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cbaracter  of  Parliament  if  as  gone,  tbat  it  ivtnxlA  merit  the 
neward  of  general  indignation.  He  stated  as  a  positive  ftct, 
that  tbe  ministers  haa  had  it  in  contemplation  to  apply  to 
Parliament  for  authority  for  this  purpose,  but,  afraid  that 
this  application  might  be  unsuccessful,  bad  either  done  it  or 
determined  to  do  it  clandestinely. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  tbat  he  bad  sat  in  Parliament, 
a  member  of  tbe  other  House,  in  the  years  1788-9,  and  had 
then  supported  tbe  doctrines  still  defended  by  the  noble 
lord  (GrrenyilleX  After  the  precedent  established  at  that 
period,  be  could  feel  no  doubt  and  no  reluctance  as  to  the 
Cottise  prescribed  to  him  on  the  present  occasion,  or  to 
execute  the  duties  ^bich  it  imposed.  Two  opinions  bad 
been  at  that  time  entertained,  botn  of  a  very  opposite  nature, 
and  both  supported  by  great  authority.  That  the  Prince 
of  Wales  ought  to  be  $ole  Regent,  was  then,  as  it  is  now, 
a  sentiment  in  which  all  parties  in  Parliament  concurred. 
He  used  the  term  Parliament,  for  notwithstanding  all  that 
bad  been  said  as  to  their  being  nothing  more  than  a  conven- 
tion of  the  estates,  it  was  his  opinion  that  they  were  de- 
cidedly a  Parliament.  They  bad  been  prorogued  under 
that  title  by  his  Maiesty,  who  had  'directed  them  to  re- 
assemble at  a  future  day.  They  had  so  re-assembled  under 
this  title,  and  in  obedierice  to  that  command.— -In  the  year 
1788,  some  conceiv(*(l,  as  on  the  present  occasion,  that  the 
proceeding  by  Address  was  ihe  prefrrable  mode>  while 
others  rather  approved  of  a  Bill  in  the  first  instance.  '  The 
true  doctrine  of  the  Constitution,  the  distinction  between 
tbe  politic  and  natural  capacity  of  the  Sovereign  was  then 
ably  supported  by  many  distinguished  lawyers  who  now 
slept  in  the  aisles  and  sepulchres  of  mortality,  and  who,  if 
alive,  would  now  maintain  what  then  was  the  firm  con- 
viction of  their  minds.  Another  great  man,  to  whose 
talents  he  was  ready  to  do  justice  (Lord  Loughborough), 
liad  asserted  a  contmry  doctrine ;  and  he  doubted  not,  that 
if  that  noble  person  were  also  living,  we  should  witncBs 
a  similar  adherence,  on  his  part,  io  his  former  opinions. 
With  respect  to  what  he  had  heard  that  liight  urged  against 
every  legislative  proceeding  that  involved  a  fiction,  was  it 
possible  that  noble  lords  should  overlook  the  dangerous  ex- 
tent  to  which  such  an  argument  might  be  carried  ?  *  Such 
an  argument  might  zSkci  the  course  ofjudicial  adminis- 
tration, nnd  even  the  private  property  of  every  man  wbo 
beard  nim  (Hear  .'J.^  If  commissions  to  call  ParHaraeat 
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tagethcr  W€ie  issued  without  the  King's  authority,  this 
must  Ibe.  done  by  a  fiction.  The  jud^  in  courts  of  l^w 
ir«re:  bound  to  look  oidy  at  the  political  capacity  of  the 
Crown,  they  could  know  of  no  natural  or  temporary  inca- . 
pacity,  and  the  course  of  justice  was  thereby  uninterrupted. 
Ip  ibe  instanoe  qf  justices  of  the  peace,  names  were  not 
inserted  in  the  Commission  till  six  or  seyen  years  after  the 
cippointmenis  had  been  made. 

vVith  vespect  to  the. Commission  in  1788,  the  proceeding 
of  the  Commissioners  on  that  occasion  were  ratified  by  the 
sanctioa  of  the  Commissioners  afterwards  appointed  by  his. 
Majesty  on  Ills  recoYery.     We  know  that  on  the  lOth 
of  March  1799,  these  qew  Commissioners  came  down  to 
theParliament,and,  after  reciting  his  Majesty's  Commission, 
sanqMofied  with  his  authority  the  steps  which  had  taken 
place  during  his  incapacity.  We  cannot  tlieu  now  entertain 
a  doubt,  that  the  proceedings,  of  the  House  in  1783,  haviuo^, 
received  this  sanction,  is  the  clear  parliamentary  course, 
which  we  are  imperiously  called  upon  to  follow.     He  stated 
that  the  principle  qpdn  which  Parliament  acted  durincr  the 
n^inprity  of  Henry  the  Vlth,  was  the  avowed  necessity  of  the 
case^  Tihe  King,  from  his  infancy,  was  then  unable  to  exer- 
cise the  functions  of  the  Royal  authority,  but  he  still  existed 
i^  his  polilical  capacity.    Their  lordships  would  then  find^ 
however,  that  almost  all  the  great  oflScers  of  the  Crown 
were  appointed  by  Parliament  itself;   for  the  Commissioners 
at  that  time  acted  under  great  disabilities.      He  stated,  that 
as' there  was  a  necessity  for  placing  some  persons  to  act  in 
any  emergency  like  the  present,  whatever  may  be  the  capa* 
city  of  tnose  persons  who  act  in  such  an  emergency,  as  the 
political  capatcity  of  the  King  must  be  considered  as  entire, 
they  must  carry  on  during  the  necessary  interruption  the 
ordinary  functions  of  the  Executive.    Alluding  U>  the  pre- 
cedent of  the<iRe  volution,  his  lordship  stated  the  difference 
between  declaring  the  Throne  vacant,  and  the  appointing  a 
person  to  fill'  up  any  temporary  interruption  ot  the  Royal 
auUiority*    The  nation  yet  looked  anxiously  to  the  period 
when  his  Majesty  should  be  able  to  resume  the  Aoyal 
functions :    they  had  the  experience  of  half  a  .century, 
that  he  had  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the  interests  of  his 
people;. and  that  he  could  do  nothing  contrary  to  that 
people^s  interests.      With  respect  to  the  great  seal,  he 
ajp^reed  with  a  noble  lord,  who  stated  that  it  was  not  the 
silversmith  or  engraver  who  made  that  instrument^  thilt 


tS8  THE  PAHLIAVEITTART  ftSGtSTEil.  [toES*9 

cduU  tflve  it  authority ;  but  tliftt  it  reoeited  tikttt  fiuUMftjr 
from  the  King  and  bis  Council.  He  then  alluM  to  (^e  aeC 
of  attainder  of  tire  Onkt  of  Norfbik,  on  wbieb  tome  strem 
bad  been  laid  by  the  other  side  Of  the  Hoiae.  There  iMe 
.cir^umstanoes  peculiar  to  that  case ;  that  Act  passed  in  fhe 
33d  yiear  of  tJie  reign  of  Hearr  Vlli.  and  on  the  very 
night  before  he  died.  It  is  stated  in  the  Act  of  Philip  and 
Imry ,  by  which  the  attainder  i^  set  aiide,  that  the  seal  waa 
iiot  put  to  the  bottom,  as  usual  in  such  cases^  but  at  top; 
so  that  cotisidorable  difficuHy  arose,  whether  it  couM  bt 
said,  that  the  great  seal  had  realty  passed,  lliongli  thii 
Act  of  Attainder  was  subscribed  apparently  by  Henry  VIII. 
yet  it  was  said^  that  be  could  not,  m  the  situation  in  which 
ne  then  was,  have  wfiitert  so  good  and  strone  a  hand.and 
that  the  subscription  was  in  ttellty  the  work  of  one*  Wil- 
liam Clark.  The  Act  of  Philip  and  Mary  dechMa  the  Act 
df  Attainder  to  be  void  and  of  no  eflbct,  tor  the  reason  that 
every  exercise  of  the  Royal  authority  ought  to  take  place  in 
the  King's  presence,  or  by  bis  Commission^  accoidiM  to  an 
Act  passed  in  the  3Sd  year  of  Henry  Ylif .  and  the  I^ike  d 
Norfolk  and  his  heirs  are  thereby  declared  to  be  in  the  very 
same  right  as  if  no  such  Act  had  passed  :  but  this  Act  was 
merely  a  reversion  of  the  attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ; 
and  a  proviso  was  inserted,  that  the  ]^oceeding8  which 
took  place  during  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  were  not  to 
be  considered  as  aflfected  by  it.  The  case  of  King  iienry 
the  Eighth  would  by  no  means  apply  to  the  period  of  1788, 
aJid  to  the  present  period.  In  that  case  a  King  Who  could 
haiiie  si^ed  with  his  own  hand,  dU  not  sign  with  hb  own 
hand ;  but  could  any  man  say  that  this  applied  to  another 
case,  where  the  King  could  not  sis^  ?  He  stated,  in  answer 
to  what  fell  from  a  noble  baron  (Lord  Grenvilte),  that  the 
Commission  of  1*^88  and  1789,  or  a.  Commission  of  the 
present  day,  was  a  lepX  Commission  ;  that  the  courts  of 
Westminster  Hall  wei^  bound  to  consider  U  in  the  light  of 
a  legal  Commission ;  and  that  these  courts  oouM  not  take  it 
upon  them  to  discuss  the  authority  ftom  which  such  Com- 
mission ^owjcd,  but  were  bound  to  consider  the  Royal 
Authority  a^  stfU  existing.  With  respect  to  the  accusit- 
tions  which  had  been  brought  forward  against  him,  of  at* 
tempting  to  conceal  from  the  nation  the  state  of  his  Majesty's 
health,  ue  appealed  to  the  House  if  the  language  he  Jiad 
used  on  the  first  night  on  which  he  addressed  them  on  that 
subject,  was  not  completely  borne  x>ut  by  the  evidenoa 
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irtrii^h  had  been  laid  befoire  them.'  He  hoped  it  yro\M  be 
femid  that  bo  had  acted  with  all  the  caution  and  delibera- 
tion which  an  afiair  of  so  nnieh  moment  deipanded^  at|d 
that  he  had  aeitber  orer-^tatM,  nor  ander-ratcd,  what  it  was 
his  duty  to  state  to  their  lordships.  He  could  fVeelj  tvike 
upon  him  to  sav,  that  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  he  had 
discharj^  his  anty  on  legal  and  constitutional  grounds. 
Surely  it  was  necessary  to  proci^  with  ^reat  caution  on  an 
emer^^cy  likelhe  present.  They  could  easily  get  ten  men 
to  ml  Ibeir  stations ;  but  who  could  fill  thence  of  our 
SoTereign  Lord  the.  King  ?  My  lords,  said  his  lordship, 
there  is  not  a  JaooMn  in  this  country  who  will  not  on  tne 
present  occastOR  pardon  your  error.  We  are  told,  that  we 
are  arrogant  men^r-that  we  are  usurpen— -Do  vou  mean  to 
Kay,  that  his  Maj^y  shall  hate  this  delay,  and  yet  that  the 
fnnctions  of  the  gof  emment  shall  not  go  on  ?  Much  had 
indeed  been  said  br  a  noble  baron  (Lord  Grenrille)  in  ac- 
cosatkm  <mF  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry.  For  his  part,  he 
would  not  condescend  to  notice  what  was  stated,  merely  from 
loose  and  indefinite  reports  in  circulation.  He  hoped  the 
country  wooU  give  the  Ministry  credit  for  acting  with  the 
yeiy  best  intentions  at  a  most  difBoult  crisis.  (Hear!) 
God  help  the  man,  said  his  lordship,  who  has  an  eye  to 
that  atqAtfon.  {Meat  /).  We  am  told,  that  we  have  no 
ttfeats-^hat  we  kaTe  no  judgment — ^that  we  are  unfit  to  be 
^itmsted  with  the  affitirs  of  the  nation.  He  hoped  their 
loidships  wduld  fltst  look  back  to  those  whom  they  sbotxld 
admire,  befti^e  they  passed  eensute  on  the  conduct  of  the 
present  Mfadstry.  (titar })  For  his  part,  the  great  seal 
was  tetruBted  to  him  by  his  Majesty,  and  he  would  not 
thevefeie  give  it  up  till  he  knew  that  some  ohe  was  legally 
appoiirted  to  receiif^  it  out  df  his  hands. 

Lord  Erthxhe  said  that  he  had  listened  attentively  to  all 
the  aignments  that  had  been  advanced  by  the  noble  Secre* 
tary  ofState,  and  also  to  those  which  had  been  ur^  by  his 
noble  ftfand  near  him  (Lord  Grenville}.  '  In  the  justness  of 
most  of  the  posilions  laid  down  by  his  noble  friend,  he  con« 
cttmd ;  but  ill  tiie  inferences  which  had  been  deduced  from 
those  ^ontioiis,  he  could  not  so  readily  concur.  The  case 
of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  attainder  appeared  to  his  mind  to 
^mit  of  a  very  dU^ent  constiliction  from  that  ]^t  on  it  by 
bis  noble  and  teamed  friend  on  the  woolsack ;  it  was  con* 
sidered  as  null  and  void,  which  proved  that  seals  and  signets 
waor  midliBg  unless  when  affizeo  mediately  or  imipediateiy 
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by  the  Crown-^unless  the  efibct  of  the  Royal  sftnc^on  ci^ii . 
be  imparted  to  them.  The  question  now  was,  how  was  that 
effect  to  be  given  ?  Many  piecedeots  had  been  cited  by  the 
noble  lords  opposite,  but  not  one  of  them  was  a  precedent  to 
do  that  which  wa^  proposed  now  to  be  done«  (Here  the 
noble  lord  finding  himself  unable  to  proceed,  in  conseqUenice . 
of  a  sudden  blinding  from  the  nose,  was,  obliged  to  sit 

Lord  Lauderdale^  after  expressing  his  regret  at  the  inter- 
ruption which  his  noble  and  learned  friend  baid  met  with, 
proceed  to  advert  to  the  objections  which  had  been 
made  to  the  amendment.  His  noble  friend  (Lord  Grenville) 
had  said,  that  take  which  mode  of  proceeding  tliey  might, 
whether  Address  or  Bill,  that  still  they  would  both  come  to 
the  same  difficulty,  and  that  even  the  Address  itself  hinted 
at'  the  necessity  of  tutu  re  proceeding  by  Bill.  Bnt.he  (Lord 
Lauderdale)  thought  there  was  an  essential  difference  be* 
tween  the  two  modes ;  in  the  way  by  Bill,  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  without  the  intervention  of  a  third  person, 
^took  upon  themselves  Xo  exercise  one  of  the  Royal  function ; 
whereas  in  the  way  of  Address,  there  was  no  such  direct 
assumption;  a  third  party  was  made  to  interpose  between 
the  two  Houses  and  such  an  assumption,  and  the  R^ent 
having  in  himself  the  power  of  asserting  or  denying,  the 
integrity  of  the  Monarchy  was  thereby  preserved.  The 
question  between  both  ways  of  proceeding  was,  had  the  two 
Houses  the  power  of  puUinff  the  great  seal  to  an  act  of 
Parliament  ?  The  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack 
had  said,  that  he  thought  the  precedent  of  1788  conclusive 
upon  the  question  of  Bill  or  Address;  but  what  was  the 
necessity  ? — ^Tp  enable  the  Executive  to  act — not  \o  act  for 
the  Executive.  He  should  put  a.  case  to  their  lordships  ;-^ 
If  he  had  a  right  to  present  to  a  living,  he  as  patron  might, 
on  a  vacancy,  present  a  clergyman  to  the  living;  but  did 
that  right  of  presentation  give  him  the  ri^ht  of  going  bim« 
self  into  the  living,  ascending  the  pulpit  and  cUscharging 
the  functions  of  a  clergyman? — (Heart  hear!  hear  \) 
Neither  did  the  law  of  F^niament,  which  was  to  be  fouad  in 
the  usagejof  Parliament,  authorise  the  two  Houses  to  as* 
8ume  the'exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  kingly  power* 
The  case  already  alluded  to  was  tried  before  tne  twelve 
judges  (^the  land,  in  Serjeant's  Inn ;  their  opinion  of  that 
case,  respecting  the  certiorari^  was  to  be  found  in  Plowden, 
and  proved  iSaX  in  all  caaes,  to  give  ^eals  or  signets  legal. 
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eflS^cy,  th^  must  be  tbeact  of  the  kingly  power.  The  noble 
aitfd  leaomed  lord  bad  also  refisrred  to  the  Restomton,  that 
also  was  a  case  of  necessity,  and  the  unfortonate  natOTe  of 
necessity  was  such,  that  those  who  act  npon  it  are  alone  the 
judges  of  it.    Their  lord^hipsy  however,  well  knew  that  at 
that  time  there  were  great  efforts  made  to  get  possession  of 
the  great  seal.    Their  lordships  ooiHd  find  in  their  own 
jonrnala  a  long  account  in  li^r.  Annesley^s  Report  apon  the 
use  of  the  Great  Seal ;  bot  in  all  that  was  said  of  it  at  that 
time,  no  man  ev^r  thought  of  investing  both  Houses  with  a 
right  of  putting  it  to  an  act  of  Parfiameat.    It  had  been 
said,  that    the   diflBculties   respecting    that  period   were 
owing  to  the  change  of  the  goyemment  from  aRepublic  to 
a  Monarchy ;  but  this  was  not  the* reason,  since  their  lord* 
ships  most  know»  that  in  an  earlier  reign,  King  James  the 
First  absdittlely  carried  on  the  goyemraent  with  the  great 
seal  of  Scotland — ^that  of  his  prraecessor  Elizabeth,  haying 
been  lost  or  mislaid ;  again,  when  a  question  was  subniitted 
to  the  judges,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Custodes  Rcprij 
and  concerning  the  validity  of  a  Commission,  they  declined 
giving  any  answer  to  the  first,  beins  too  high  for  their 
opinioa ;  but  as  to  the  second,  they  said  that  a  Commission 
might  hold  good,  if  fortified  by  an  act  .of   Parliament; 
which  was  saying,  in  other  words,  that  without  that  act  of 
Parliament,  such  Commission  would  be  null  and  void.    It 
was  the  nteessity  gave  the  power,  and  it  was  the  necessity 
should  limit  it*      He  would  conclude  with  one  observation, 
that  if  there  was  one  act  above  all  others  which  required  the 
personal  exercise  of  the'  King^s  authority,  it  was  that  of 
giving  the  Royal  assent  to  Acts  of  Parliament.     Before  ht 
sat  down  he  could  not  help  saying  one  word  as  to  the  re- 
strictions.   He  thought  that  the  enacting  of  restrictions  to 
any  extent  would  be  an  actof  traitorism  to  the  country;  it 
would  indicate  a  want  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  two 
Houses,  towards  the  wishes  of  the  people,  perha{^  unex- 
ampled.   The  noble  lord  had  talked  of  the  voidr  of  tha 
people  being  with  them  as  to  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place;  he  was  confident  that  if  the  two  Houses  passed  any 
restrictions,  the  voice  of  the  people  would  be  Ipua  through- 
out the  country  against  them. 

Lord  Redeidde  considered,  the  prscedent  of  1788  as  the 
rule  of  the  Constitution,  and  argued  that  an  Address  could 
confer  no  power  on  the  Regent. 

Lord  Holland  wished  to  know  (he  course  of  proceedincp 
intended  to  be  adopted  in  case  the  amendment  was  negatived, 
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Riid  Ui^  iwdoUoa  agreed  to,  as  iii  that  event  it  was  bis 
intention  to  move  his  amendraent^  pro  formaf  npcNi  the 
lefKirt)  in  older  to*  h«f e  an  opportunity  of  leooratng  his 
opinion.  His  lordship  also  took  the  tqi^portanity  of  staling 
that  his  noble  firientl  who  was  absent  ocmipleteiy  concnrred 
with  him  in  his  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  it  was  intended  to  take  the 
report  into  consideration  to-morrow,  and  to  sit  on  Satoiday, 
to  desire  a  confeienoe  with  the  Commons,  to  commnnioate 
to  them  the  decision  of  the  House. 

7%e  JHor^naf  of  Lansdowmt  asked  to  what  day  it  was 
intended  on  haturday  to  adjourn. 

The  Earl  of  Lhmwol  answered,  to  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  divklea  on  the  amendment, 

Contents      *.    ---••-    74 
lion-contents    *•••-*•  100 

Majority      .    •    .      96 
Adjourned  at*half  past  two  o'clock,  till  to-Qunrrow. 

L18T  OF  THE  MINORITY 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF   PEEKS  ON  THIS   OCCASION. 


DUK£«. 

York 

Clarence 

Cumbetland 


Cambridge 
Glocester 
Norfolk.  E.  M. 
tSomerset 
BedTord 
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Wincbester 

Xansdowne 

Stafford 

Hertford 

HeadfoA 

SARLS. 

Stanbope 

Spencer 

Carlisle  • 

Abergavenny 

8t  Vifieent 

Sufialk 

Jersey 

Tbanet 

FrtewiUiam 

Ttukervine 


Ilcbester 

Donoughniore 

Essex 

Albemarle 

Eoitlyn  • 

COTentry 

Lucan 

Charlerooot 

Cbolmondeley 

Scarborougb 

Cowper 

Peterborougb 

Waldegrave 

VISCOUNTS. 

Hereford 

Hampden 

Lake 

BARONS. 

Holland       ^ 
Boyle  (E.  of  Coik) 
Lauderdale      - 
Hastings  (£.  Moini) 

Ailsa  (E.  of  CaisiUs) 
Dundas 
Enkint 
Yatborou|^ 


King 

Hutcbinson         ^ 

Gwydir 

Sitwell 

Poofonby  (B.  of  fier- 

borough) 
Clifton  (F.  Damley) 
Dutton  (M.  of  Doug* 

Say  and  Sale 

Upper  Ossory 

Mcndip  (V.  Clifdco) 

Grant)ey    « 

Keith 

Dawnay  (V.  Downe) 

St.  John 

Poosonby  of  ImokiUr 

Butler  (£.  of  Onnond) 

Carjsfort 

Granard 

Hawke 

Foley 

AlTaiiley 

Thurlow 

Seaforth' 

Iletthfidd 
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[We  haye  inserted  the  naoieB  and  titles  of  those  who 
voted  ia  the  minority,  cOdtrarjr  to  oar  usual  ciisloni, 
because  we  apprehend  there  never  was  so  large  a  division  in 
the  House  or  reers,  of  those  who  actually  attended.  We 
shall  also  insert  the  pro(|EJ&t  of  the  Priiices  in  answer  to  a 
communici|tion  made  to  the  Prinde  of  WaIeS|  by  Mr.* 
Perceval.    It  is  a  document  worth  preserving.  J 

PROTEST, 

BY  ALL  THE  ROYAL  DUEES^  AGAINST  TBE  PROPOSI- 
TION SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES^  FOR. 
LIMITING  AND  RESTRAINING  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 
IN  THE  EXERCISE  OF  THE  PREROGATIVE^  WHILE 
CALLED  UPON  TO  DISCHARGE  AS  REGENT  THE 
R0Y4L  AUTHORITY* 

«  SIR, 

*'  The  Prince  of  Wales  having  assembled  the  whole  of 
the  male  branches  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  having  com- 
municated to  us  the  plan  intended  to  be  proposed  by  his 
Majesty's  Confidential  Servants,  to  the  Lords  and  Commons, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  restricted  Regency,  should  the 
continuance  of  bis  Majesty's  ever-to*be-deplored  illness 
render  it  necessary ;  we  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  his  Majesty^ 
to  our  Country,  and  to  ourselves,  to  enter  our  solemn  Protest 
against  measures  we  consider  as  perfectly  unconstitutional, 
as  they  are  contfary  to  and  subversive  of  the  principles 
which  seated  our  Family  upon  the  Throne  of  this  Realm* 

(Signed) 

FREDERICK 

WILLIAM 

EDWARD 

ERNEST 

AUGUSTUS  FREDERICK 

ADOLPHUS  FREDERICK 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK. 

Wednesday  mghi^  IS  o'clock^  Dec.  19,  181 1, 
A.  if.  Spencer  rercevoL  &c.  S^c,  Sfct    , 
Vol/.  I.— 1810-  2N 


a:nswer. 

**  Mr,  Perceval  lias  the  honour  of  acltnowled^ng  the 
r^cript  of  a  sdema  Pro(cB(,  in  the  name  of  all  the  male 
Infmcbtfe  of  the  RoytA  Family,  against  the  raeasores  whidi 
his  Majesty^ft.  confidential  servants  have  thought  it  to  he 
theif  duty  to  communicate  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  as  intended  t6  be  proposed  to  the  two  Houses 
of  I^irliament,  for  the  establbhment  of  a  icstricted  Regency 
during  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  cver-to-be-lamented 
ihdispOsitiOn  :  and  stating  that  their  Royal  Highnesses  con* 
sider  these  measures  as  perfecdy  unconstitutional,  as  con- 
trary to  and  subversive  of  the  principles  which  seated  his 
Majesty^s  Royal  Family  upon  the  Throne  of  this  Realm. 

^^  Mr.  Perceval  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  submit  this 
communication  without  loss  of  time  to  his  Majest^^s  ser« 
vants ;  and  deeply  as  ihey  lament,  that  the  measure  which 
they  have  thought  themselves  bound  to  propose,  shall  ap- 
pear to  their  Royal  Highnesses  to  deserve  u  character-  so 
directly  contrary  to  that  which  it  has  been  their  anxious 
endeavour  should  belong  to  it,  they  must  still,  however, 
have  the  consolation  of  reflecting,  that  the  principles  upon 
which  they  have  acted  obtained  the  express  and  concurrent 
support  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliamc^  in  the  years  1788 
and  1789^  s  that  those  Houses  of  Parliament  had  the  high 
satisfaction  of  receiving,  by  the  command  of  his  Majesty, 
after  his  Majesty's  recovery,  his  warmest  acknowledgments 
for  the  additional  proofe  they  had  given  of  their  affectionate 
attachment  to  his  Person,  and  of  their  zealous  concern  for 
the  honour  and  interests  of  his  Crown,  and  the  security  and 
good  govermnent  of  his  dominions;  and  that  the  uninter* 
Tupted  confidence  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  repose^ 
for  a  long  series  of  yean,  in  the  persdhs  iirh<»  pidpotfed  the 
measuies  which  were  grounded  on  those  prindjAes,.  enfitUi^ 
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Us  Majestj'Ii  aenrMta^  in  ikdir  jodgmant,  altU  further  te 
condude,  that  those  pitncfple^  md  tneasnves  had  the  ^n^ 
tion  ofbis  Rojalapprobatioa. 

Dammmg-StFw^^  Deei  SO,  1810.^* 
Jflis  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Yorky  Sfc  9tc^  ^<r. 
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t 

7BIJDAT,   BECEMBBRSS. 
STATE  OF  THE   NATION — ^EGENpr; 

The  Report  of^tbe  Committee  on  the  Stete  of  iHie  Nation 
was  brouj^ht  up,  and  the  earl  of  Liverpool  mofed  the 
leading  ofthe^first  resolution,  which  passed  nem  diss. 

The  noble  earl  Ifaen  moved  the  readioj^  of  the  second 
tesohition,  which  was  passed  bj  a  majority  without  ft 
a  division,  (some  Peers  sajrinff^-Not  content)* 

On  the  veading  of  the  third  vpsolution, 

Ijsrd  Holland  rose,*  in  conseqaenee  of  wliat  he  ha4 
staled  the  night  before,  to  move  an  amendment  on  the 
teport  of  the  Committee,  <br  the  jmrpose  of  having  it 
appear  on  the  joucaak  of  the  House.  This  amendment  was 
the  same  as  that  which  his  tordship  had  moved  in  the  Com- 
mittee last  night,  leaving  out  an  tiie  resolution  after  the 
word  ^^  That,'*  and  proposing  an  addrete  to  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  or  Wedes,  ftc. 

hofd  Bfs/cme  rose  (md  said;  4hat  heifeould  not  take  up 
their,  lordships  time  at  any  length ;  bnt  he  wished  to  say  a 
Am  word6  on  a  suhjeot  of  such  magnitude  and  moment  as 
the  supplying  the  unfortunate  defisct  of  the  kingly  office, 
and  the  node  of  proceeding  in  the  appointment  of  a  Re- 
gency, from  which  he  was  prewnted  last  night  in  the  Com- 
mittee by  indispesition.  After  havii^  fully  and  fiiirly  cod- 
aideied  the  wh^e  of  this  great  question,  be  had  been  aUe 
to  seono  veasoas  for  altering  the  opinions  he  had  nreviously 
entertained  upon  the  subject.  He  differed  much  mfo,  those 
noble  loids  who  thought  tiurt  a  provision  upon  this  pomt 
should  be  mado>by  Parliaipent  in  order  to'meet  the  uniortn^ 
nate  recurrence  of  a  palamitjr  similar  to  that  which  at  pitsent 
afflicted  the  King,  and  distressed  the  country.  He  thought 
it  WW  a  matter  ^  mudk  vegoA  that  hitherto  Parliament  bad 


nade  no  proTifiioii  of  the  kind.  On  the  diflbrenoe  of  ibm 
jnpdes  of  prpceeding  by  Bill,  or  by  Addias^  he  had  not  ft 
doubt  respecting  their  comparative  merits.  The  ipode  by 
Bill  was  tedious  and  circuitous :  that  by  Address,  short, 
easy,  and  efiectuaL  The  pceoedents  that  had  bpen  quoted, 
his  lordship  contended,  did  not  establish  t|ie  ari^mentsMd 
principles,  to  support  v^hich  they  were  quoted.  ,  Even  that 
precedent  from  toe  case  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  in  Henry 
the  Sixth-s  reign,  nvas  not  sufficiently  in  point.  In  tlic 
case  of  the  Royal  demise,  the  Prince  of  Wales  ascended  the 
throne  of  right.  In  the  preseiit  case,  he  should  not  enter 
info  Uie  arguments  on  the  subject  ot  right,  or  irresistible 
claim.  Admittiog  the  right  and  duty  pf  Parliament  to 
supply  the  defect,  he  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
words  of  the  second  resolution^  although,  perhaps,  he  should 
pot  have  drawn  it  up  exactly  in  those  woi^da.  But  these 
was  a  most  material  difference  with  respect  to  the  poncin* 
siofis  drawn  in  the  thiid  resolutiouf  and  the  opinions  be 
./ente^ined.  In  proceeding  by  Address,  Parliament  would 
only  confer  a  power;  in  passing  the  proposed  BiU,-  Parlia- 
ment would  assume  a  power.  "Ue  di&red  from  his  noble 
'pnd  kamed  frieud  ob  the  woolsack,  concerning  what  had 
beeip  said  by  him  and  others,  about  the  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing by  Bill,  in  order  to  ensure  attention  and  obedience  to 
.  their  measures  in  the  King's,  courts  of  law.  He  contended 
.  that  Parliament .  had  only  to  vote  the  proposed  Address, 
then  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  which  the  Regent  would  give  his 
.  |issent,?(the  Bill  being  in  conformity  to  the  Address)  and  the 
most  perfect  validity  and  force  would  be  given  to  the  whole. 
The  independence  of  the  tlirone  was  essential  to  the  Coasti- 
tut  ion  of  the  land ;  but  in  the  mode  of  pcoceeding  by  Billi 
that  independence  yns  quite  lost  sight  of.  In  every  respect> 
therefore,  he  was  convinced,  tl^t  the  Address  was  the  safest 
and  most  compendipus  way ;  and  the  most  advisable  on  the 
score  of  the  analogies  of  the  Constitution.  He  lamented  as 
deeply  a9  any  man  the  calamity  that  had  bdUlen  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  ;ardentlv  hpped  for  his  speedy  recovery,  and  re- 
sumption of  his  Royal  Authority.  The  notde  and  learned 
,  lord  made  yarious  other  observations  in  support  of  his 
opinion,  and  copcluded  by  stating  his  hearty  concunenoe 
|n  the  measure  of  an  Address.  < 

The  Earl  of  Dan^ley  spoke  for  some  time  in  support  of 
the  Address,  aiMl  a^inst  any  restrictions. 

Lord  Kenyan  said  a  few  word&  in  favour  of  the  proceed* 
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ing  by  BHl,  and,  m  we  iMidcfstood  his  kndBhip,  of  oerfain 
tempomry  liimtatioiiB. 

Ttie  quealion  was  then,  after  some  convemtioD  betweon* 
ilie  loid  Chaaoellor  and  earl  Stanhope,  put*  and  earned, 
witbout  a  diviskm.  tm  the  third  nsplatioo^ 

4djouraed  till  Monday. 


f 


• '« 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
FaipAT,  DEOE91BBR  89^ 

StATB  OF  TUE   NATION — REGENCY. 

The  House  met  at  four  o'clock^  ac(x>iding  to  the  last 
adjoumment. 

Seyeml  members  obtained,  on  motions  for  that  purpose^ 
leaye  pf  absence  for  t)ije  difierent  period^  guested  by  each. 

Tke  Chmcellcr  ef  the  Exchequer  rose  and  saicL  that 
the  chief  reason  for  the  House  pectin^f  to-day  was,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  reacly  to  reoeire  any  cbmmnnication  that 
might  be  sent  from  the  other  House.  Understandine  that 
notliin^  was' ready,  and  that  there  would  be  time  on  Mon- 
day to  bold  their  conference  with  the  Lords,  so  as  to  intro* 
ddce  the  iesol^tioifs  relative  to  supplying  the  yaqincy  in 
the  Royal  authority  on  the  meeting  of  the  House  that  dav, 
there  would,  he  conceived,  be  no  necessity  to  trouble  tae 
House  to. meet  on  Saturday.  It  was,  therefore,  his  inten« 
tion  to  propose  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  to  Monday. 

Jlfr«  Jzerney  requested  to  know,  supposmg  every  thing  to 
take  phipe  as  the  right  hon.  gentlems^n  had  stated,  whether 
it  was  his  intension  to  bring  in  his  resolutions  in  the  same 
state  exactly  as  they  had  passed  formerly  that  House,  or 
whether  he  had  since  thought  of  any  modification  or  aUeca- 
tion. 

JTf^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered,  that  if 
gentlemen ,  woqid  read  the  resolutions  agreed  to  in  1789^ 
they  would  in  them  see'  the  prototype  of  those  now  to  be 
brought  in ;  and  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any  alteration  in 
them,  ezceptine  as  to  the  time  of  the  duration  of  the  restric- 
tions on  the  R^ent,  which  would  be  for  a  time  to  be 
limited. 

Mr.  Adam  asked,  in  a  low  voice  across  the  table,  whetheir 
the  time  pf  the  restriction  would  ht  mentioned  in  the 
lutioos. 


The  ChwUelhr  of  the  Esschepitr  itplittii  thai  the  timfe 
would  not,  and  indeed  could  not  be  loeiitkined  in  the  reso* 
Inlioii  further  tbim  a  time  to  be  limiled*  In  the  Bill  to  be 
kronght  in  upon  the  resdutioiiSy  the  specific  period  of  a 
year  would  be  mentioDed*  It  was  intended  that  the  period 
of  restriction  should  expire  on  or  about  tlie  anntyersar  j  of 
the  day  oa  which  the  Bill  should  pass ;  and  it  would  be  so 
managed,  that  Parliament  should  meet  six  iveeks  before  the 
e:spiration  of  the  Act,  so  as  to  be  sitting  at  the  time.  Gen- 
tlemen, however,  would  have  time  to  consider  all  thesepoints 
when  the  Bill  was  brought  m\  which  would  certainly  be 
done  as  early  a^  it  could  conveniently  be. — ^The  House  then 
adjourped  to  Monday, 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

MONDAY,    DECEMBEn  31. 
BTATC   OF  VHE  NATION-^REfiBNCr* 

Oa  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  a  message  was 
^ent  to  the  Commons,  desiring  a  present  conference  on  the 
subioct  matter  of  the  conference  had  on  the  2Sd  instant. 

On  the  return  of  the  two  Masters  in  Ghancery  sent  with 
the  message,  .{Mr»  Harvey  and  Mr.  Cox),  Mr,  Harvey  re- 
ported the  consent  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  a  present 
confenence* 

Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Quarme,  the  Deputy  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod«  cam^'  to  the  bar,  and  announced  that  the  Com- 
jQODs  were  waitixig  a  conference  in  the  Painty  Chamber* 

The  following  managers  of  the  conference  were  apjiointed : 
•^The  Lord  President  (Earl  Camden),  the  Lord  Privy  Seal 
(Earlof  Westmoreland),  Earl  Graham  (Duke  of  Montrose), 
JEarl  Harcourt,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  Earl  of  Glandoie, 
the  Earl  of  Hnrrowby,  Lord  viscount  Wentworth»  the 
Sishop  of  Killala,  Lord  Wahingham,  and  Lord  Mul^ve, 
who  went  forth  to  the  Painted  Chamber. 

On  their  return  soon  afterwards.  Earl  Camden  reported 
ihat  they  had  communicated  to  the  Commons  the  Ifesoltt* 
lions  agreed  to  by  the  House  on  Friday  last. 

Adjourned  till  Wednesday. 


>. 
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PROTESTS. 

•N    THE   BKJBCTIONOF   TUS  PEEVI0U8  QUBSTION   MO¥E|» 

ON    THE  SECOND   RESOLUTION- 

ft 

1.  Because  it  is  always  unwise,  and  oflcn  unsafe^  to  assert 
abstract  principles,  on  the  truth  of  which  the  proceeding 
proposed  to  be  iiilopted  does  not  exclusively  rest :  and  on 
the  present  occasibti,,  jt  ^eems  peculiarly  unnecessary  to 
exact  a  compliance  With  speculative  and  questionable  pre- 
mises, to  estaUish  a  conclasion,  in  which  aU^fibpm  practically 
•  to  concur.  ^-^ 

Those  who  have  regarded  the  Prince  as  having  a  right  to 
assume  the  Royal  functions  on  the  declared  incapacity  of  his 
'  Father,  have  always  held  that  tlie  qxercise  of  that  right 
could  not  be  called  into  activity,  otherwise  than  by  the  ad- 
judication of  the  Estates  of  the  realm. 

Those  who  have  maintained  a  rio^ht  in  the  two  Houses, 
have  admitted  tlie  expediency  of  conferring  the  appointment 
on  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Finally,  those  who  deny  any  positive  Iqgal  right,  either 
in  the  Prince  to  assume,  or  the  Estates  to  confer  the  exercise 
of  the  Royal  Authority,  do  nevertheless  approve  of  the 
Estates  offering,  and  of  the  Priux^  accepting,  the  office  of 
Recent  on  the  present  melancholy  occasion. 

To  select,  therefore,  topics  of  disagreement,  among  men 
who  are  disposed  to  concur  in  the  practical  conclusion  of 
supplying  tne  defect  in  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  functions, 
by  a  Regent,  in  the  person  of  hi^  royal  highness  the  Pk-ince 
of  Wales,  seem^  to  us  repugnant  to  tbB  maxims  of  pru- 
dence, and  (directly  at  variance  with  those  examples  of  mo^ 
^elKiticm  and  temper,  which,  at  remoter  periods  of  our  his-' 
tOf  jr,  as  well  as  at  the  gloricKis  Revolution  of  168S,  bad 
been  held  out  to  us  by  the  conciliatory  policy  and  wisdott 
of  our  anctetors. 

9.  Because  the  agitation  of  the  question  was  calculated  t# 
]>roducc  delay ;  and  delay,  in  supplying  the  means  of  cxer- 
cisiw  tlie  Royal  Authority,  must  either  be  ii\juri4iMis  to  tlie 
public  service,  or  subversive  of  the  Gonstitutioii  of  this  kiag* 
dom.  For  the  functions  of  the  Executive  goveramont  caiK 
Mt  be  disoonti nned  duriog  a  period  of  extensive  war  ml 
great  national  embarrassment,  without  injury  to  tha  pnbUa 
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welfere ;  and  the  duties  of  the  Kingly  office  cannot,  on  the 
o^r  hand,  be  discharged  by  those  who  usurp  the  Royal 
AuthorUy,  unsanctionot  by  the  lalfs,  the?  consent  of  the 
Esfales,  or  the  kaomkdge  <tf  their  Sovereigo,  witbont  im- 
itainent  danger  to  the  Constitution  of  the  coantry. 


CUMBERLAND 
CLARENCE      . 
KENT 
SUSSESC 

gLoster 
charlemont 

GRANARD 

TARBOROUGH 

IBRSKINE 

FITZWILUAM 

HEREFORD 

THANET 

DONOUGHMORE 

SOMERSET 

BUTTON 

SCARBOROUGH 

CHOLMONDELEY 

CARUSLE 

STAFFORD 


HOLLAND 

JERSEY 

LAUDERDALE 

PONSONBY 

BKIMVRD 

ALBEMARLE 

KEITH 

UPPER  OSSORY 

HASTINGS 

DUNDAS 

AILSA 

SPENCER       . 

NORFOLK 

SAY  AND  SELE 

ROSSLYN 

GRANTLEY 

HUTCmNSON     . 

SUFFOLK  AND  BERKS. 


ON  THE  REJECTION  OF  THE  AMENDMENT  TO  THEt 

THIRD  RESOLUTION. 

1.  Because  no  objection  has  been  urged  to  the  Amend- 
ment, i¥hich  does  rtot  in  greater  force  apply  to  the  original 
Resolution^  and  to  every  method  that  can  be  devised  for 
supplying  the  defect  of  the  personal  exercise  of  the  Royal 
Authority  in  the  present  emergency . 

2.  Because  an  Address,  such  as  is  proposed  in  the  Amend** 
tnent,  is  conformable  to  the  practice  of  our  ancestors  at  the 
glorious  sera  of  the  Revolution,  ivho,  before  they  declared, 
the  Throne  to  be  vacant,  requested  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by 
Address,  to  continue  to  administer  the  government  of  the 
country;  and  after  declaring  the  vacancy  of Ibe Throne, 
did,  by  declaration,  proceed  to  an  imniediate  revival  of  the 
Royal  Authority.   / 
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3.  Because  an  Address  to  his  i^oyal  fai^hiMSs  the  Piinoe  of 
Wales  is  the  most  phiit,  direct,  atitt  abtive  all,  expeditious 
method  of  supplyibg  the  defect  iu  the  ttercisfe  of  tne  Royal 
Authority;  and  is  free  from  all  appearance  of  firaiid,  as 
well  as  the  assumption  df  powevs  not  nWted  by  the  Law  and 
CoDstitution  of  our  country,  in  the  two  Houses  of  Fbrlk- 
^ent. 

4.  Because,  though  we  ha^r  heard  it  argued  in  debate, 
that  the  mode  as  proposed,  of  proceeding  by  Bill^  afforded 
stronger  security  lor  tho  concurrence  of  nb  f  ovtd  highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  such  measures  as  the  Wtsdom  of  the 
two  Houses  itiay  vtcommend,  for  the  cai^  of  his  IMDajesty's 

Eerson,  and  for  the  leputation  of  the  tl^enrs  authority,  we 
are  hitherto  learned  from  no  one,  that  there  existed  any 
circumstance  in  the  station  or  character  of  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  could  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  desiring  strotiger  security  than  our  anceston 
exacted  from  the  Prince  of  Orange^  for  his  concurrence  in 
such  laws  as  they  deemed  necessary  mr  the  nuiinteoance  And 
safety  of  the  liberties  of  the  people^ 

3.  Because,  if  we  were  capwle  of  entertaining  the  ufi- 
founded  suspicion,  that  his  rojral  highness  the  rlince  of 
Wales  had  an  inclination  to  withhold  his  as^nt  to  such 
measures  as  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  were  dispmed  to 
suggest^  for  the  security  of  his  Majesty's  persdri,  or  for  the 
leguhition  of  the  Regent's  authority,  we  should  be  of 
t)pinion,  that  his  Royal  Highness,  accepting  the  power  of 
conducting  the  Government  in  consequence  of  an  Address^ 
in  which  such  regulations  arc  stated,  would  afford  better  8e« 
cnrity  than  &n  Act  of  Parliament,  ^hicb,  if  pa^ed  in  thd 
mandel'  proposed,  must  at  le^t  appear  to  tis  of  doubtful 
efitet,  after  ttie  I^slature  has  declare  the  iiet  enacting  the 
attainder  of  the  DUke  of  Norfolk  to  be  void  and  nuU^the 
Commission  under  which  it. was  passed  not  having  been 
$i^ned  by  his  Majcsty^s  hand,  or  having  the  usual  words  in 
dicatlng  the  Royal  Assent. 

CLAMlfCfe  N01lP0LK,E.M. 

KENT  THANET 

8US8AX  DUTTON 

GLOSTER  CUFtON 

YOBK  GItANTLEY 

CUMBERLAND  ERSKINE 

,    CAMBRIDGE  FITZWILLIAM 

Vol.  1.— 1810.  2  O      - 


^ 
-► 


Mt 


THE  PARLIAVBHTAET  AECkttTEE. 


HEREFORD 
SAY  AND  SELE 
PONOUGHMORE 
SPENCER 

LANSDOWNE 

CHOLMONDELEY 

SCARBOROUGH 

STAFFORD 

,VASSAL  HOLLAND 

JERSEY 

LAUDERDALE 

PONSONBY 

BEDFORD 

ALBEMARLE 


fiiORBS, 


KEITH 

UPPER  OSSORY 

HASTINGS 

PUNDAS 

AILSA 

CHARLEMONT 

GRANARD 

YARBOROUGH 

HEADFORT 

BUTLER 

ROSSLYN 

HUTCHINSON 

SUFFOLK  AND  BERKS 

CARLISLE. 


AGAINST  TBB  THIRU   RESOLUTION. 

« 

I.  Because  the  proposal  conUtiocd  in  tbe  Resolution,  ap 
explained  in  debate — that  the  two  Houses  should  direct  the 
Royal  Assent  to  be  given  by  a  Bill  or  Bills  under  a  Com- 
piission,  to  which  the  Great  Seal,  bj  their  direction  and  aa- 
thoritji  is  iq  be  affixed — seems  to  us  a  solecism  in  Ian* 
guage,  and  a  y^olatiop  of  the  cotSmon  SLt^d  statute  ^w  qf 
this  kingdom* 

If  the  assent  is  given  by  the  direction  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  without  any  person  being  empowered  to  give 
or  withhold,  at  his  discretion,  that  asseqt,  it  is  in  substajice 
the  assent  of  th^  two  branches  pf  thp  legislature  tp  their  owa 
act ;  and  it  can  neither  de^rye  the  napae^  nor  pbtaip  tjie  au* 
thority  of,  the  assent  of  thp  King,  or  of  any  person  repre? 
senting^  on  h}s  behalf,  the  third  brancbiof  the  legislature. 

By  the  statute  of  the  SSd  of  Henry  VIIIj  and  more  exr 
pressly,  by  thp  Ist  of  Qoeen  Mary ,  session  the  2d,  it  is  pro- 
videdy  declared,  and  enactfed,  ^'  That  the  Royal  asseqt  pf 
^'  consent  of  the  King  or  Kings  of  this  realm  to.  any  Act  pf 
Parliament  ought  to  be  given  in  his  own  Royal  presence,* 
being  personaUv  pr|ssent  in  the  higher  Honsp  pf  Parlia- 
ment; or  by  hi^  letters  patent  under  a  grcal  seal, 
assigned  zrilh  his  hand,  and  declared  and  notified  in  his 
absoice  to  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the 
Commons  assembled  together  ;"r-*s^nd  the  omission  of  tbe 
usual  words  in  the  Commissiaj|^and  the  substitution  of  the 
Ring's  Stamp  for  his  Royal  Signature^  are,  by  the  statutep^ 


u 

u 
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Qoeeit  Uary,  declaring  the  aUainder  of  the  Duke  of  Noic- 
folk  of  none  effisct,  deemed  sufficient  to  render  yoid  and  nuU 
th«^hsBent|;i?en  under  that  Commission,  although  thegieat 
seal  was  annexed  thereunto* 

*  By  the  13th  of  Charles  I(.  it  is  further  dedarad^  that  no 
act  or  ordinfutce  with  the  force  or  virtue  of  a  hw  can  be 
made  t)j  either  or  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

We  conceive,  therefore,  on  the  one  hand,  that  a  Com* 
mission  so  created,  and  so  limited,  can  never,  by  an  j  fiction 
of  hw,  or  annexation  of  seal,  convey  the  Royal  assent  in  de- 
fiance of  the  obvious  meaning  of  fanffuage,  and  the  strict 
and  legal  definition  of  the  term,— and,  on  the  other  hand, 
till  the  Royal  assent  be*  obtained,  we  cannot»  in  violation  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution^  and  in  the  * 
&ce  of  a  declaratory  statute,  give  to  the  act  or.  ordinance  of 
two  branches  of  the  legislature  only,  the  force  and  virtue  of 
a  law. ' 

2.  Because  in  no  instance  while  the  government  of  this 
•  country  has  been  acknowledged  to  be  in  King,  Lords^  and 

Commons,  has  any  statute  or  law  been  enacted  without 
the  coriburrent  assent  of  the  three  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

3.  Because  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  in  1 788  ate 
incomplete,  and  canoot  therefore  be  entitled  to  the  weight 
and  authority  of  a  Qonstitntional  preo$dent. 

The  adherence  to  precedent,  so  wisdy  enforced  by  the 
theory  and  practice  of  our  Constitution,  i3 justified  by  con* 
siderations  which  cannot  attach  to  incomplete  transactions, 
viz.  the  union  of  authority  and  experience,  and  a  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  of  a  design  founded  on  a  view  of  the  benefits 
resulting  from  the  execuUon  of  it. 

The  opini<Mis  therefore  of  the  majorities  and  minorities  of 
1788-9  deserve  such  attention  as  the  respective  number  and 
characters  of  those  who  composed  them  are  calculated  to 
command ;  but  they  cannot  obtain  the  force  and  value  of  a 
constitutional  precedent,  which  can  only- be  conferred 
on  a  measure  by  the  practical  knowledge  and  experience  of 

its  efiects. 

4.  Because  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Parliament  in  1789, 
forms  as  binding  a  precedent,  and  affords  as  salutary  an  ex- 
ample  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  as  the 
proceedings  of  the  Estates  of  Great  Britain  on  the  same  oc« 
casion— and  the  two  Houses  of  Pkriiament  in  Ireland  con* 
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curiid  in  •  joint  Address,  nqjuestiiig  bis  toyal  bighwss  th^ 
PHmq  <^f  Wales.  ^^  to  take  upoo  him  ibc  GovommeBt  of  tb« 
'^^  Reaba  of  Ifebuid,  doring'  bis  Majesty^  indispoBlliQSi"-^ 
and  '^  to  exercise  and  administer,  aeconliag  to  the  hw  aad 
'^  coastitutioa  of  that  kiagdom,  all  Regal  povers,  juris- 
'^'  dicti0ns».and  ptforogatiws,  to  the  Grown  and  Go?«roi]ieiit 
**  thereof  bdonging." 

CLARENCE  DUNQAS 

JUSaEX  AILSA 

GLOSTER  HKADFORT 

KENT  BUTLER 

YORK  CHARLEMONT 

CUMBERLAND  ORANARD 

CAMBRIDGE  YARBOROUOH 
F«r  M,  M;  snd  4th  Reasons  UPPER  0880RY 

LANSDOWNE  ERSKINE 

HOLLAND  FITZWILLIAM 

JBR6EY  THANET 

UlUDBRDALB  HEREEOBD 

PONSONBY  DONOUGHMOBB 

BEDFORD  SPENCER 

ALBEMARLE  NORFOLK,  E.  M. 

ICEITH  DUTTON 

HASTINGS  ROSSLYN 

GRANTLEY  CLIFTON 

CHOLMONDELEY  HUTCHINSON 
SUFFOLK  k  BERKS  STAFFORD 

CARLISLE  SCARBOROUGH 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAT,  DBG,   $L       r 
STATfi  OF  tnn  |fATIOII*<^HBOBNCr. 

The  Speaker  Iiaving  taken  tb^  chaiTf  a  message  was  re- 
eeived  from  the  lordS|  desiring  an  immediate  conference  in 
the  Painted  Chamber,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolu- 
-tions  commuaicated  to  their  lordships  on  the  22nd  inst*:  A 
Committee  was  apppinted  to  conduct  the  same  on  the  part 
of  the  Commons ;  and  on  theii  return,  Mr.  Spencer  Stan* 
hope^  £P  Cfaairmaaj  s(94ed  tbat  the  Iprds  had  Sigreed  to  the 
said  resolutions  without  any  amendment. 
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.  The'Mmei  €if  tli«  defaatters  ime  called  over ;  Mr.  Qwem 
^«B8  the  oidy  membtr  ordeied  into  caslodjr  of  the  Serjcaot 
at  Arms* 

Tke  Older  of  the  day  for  calliag  oyer,  the  Hooid  ims  db- 
charged  until  Monday  next. 

Toe  Hoti96)  Qii  motian,  having  resolved  itself  into  ^^  a.Goln•^ 
mittee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation," 

'  The  ChanceUor  of  tke  Excheauer  rose  and  stated,  that  the 
resoltttimis*  declaring  the  Kin<|  9  incapacity  to  exeicise  the 
Royal  functions,  the  right  and  d  uty  of  both  llonses  to  provide 
for  the  deficiene  V,  and  the  inode  of  anpply  inr  that  defietencjr 
by  means  of  a  Bill,  having  been  agreed  to  by  me  Lords^  it  now 
remained  for  the  Commons  to  ooisider  of  the  measues  that* 
-were  proper  to  be  adopted  to  siipply  the  defect  in  the  fhse^ 
cutive  government.  On  a  former  occasion,  in  stating 
has  view  of  this  important  subject  to  the  House,  be  mea^ 
tioned  that  it  was  his  intention  to  follow,  as  newrly  aacir* 
ciimstances  would  allow,  the  proceedings  that  .were  adopted 
in  1788.  Ho  then  stated,  that  it  would  be  hie  duty  to  siib^ 
niit  a  proposition'  to  the  House,  calling  upon  his  royal 
l&ighaess  tne  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon  him  the  exercise 
of  the  Royal  authority,  subject  to  certain  restrictions  in  tiia 
use  of  it,  and  which  restrictions  it  was  intended  should  be 
limited  in  point  of  duration.  That  duty  he  now  rem  tm 
discharge.  The  restrictions  he  had  to  propose  were  lew 
in  nttmber.  He  would  propose  in.tlie  first  place^  that  the 
,  Kcgpent  should  not  have  the  power  of  creating  peeis^  in  the 
second,  that  he  should  be  debarred  from  gmnting  pbcea  or 
pensions  for  life ;  and  the  third  restriction  would  apply  to 
making  provision  for  the  custody  of  his  Majesty^s  person, 
which  he  would  propose  should  be  confided  to  the  Queen, 
wA  a  Counefl  nominated  to  assist  her.  He  Would  now, 
with  the  leave  of  the  Committee,  read  the  first  of  the  aeries 
of  rescdutions  he  intended  to  propose,  which  lie  did-  as 
filllows: — 

*^  Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the 
es:ercise  of  sthe  Royal  authority  auring  ttie  contbuance  of 
his  Majesty's  ilhiess,  in  such  manner,  and  to  such  extent, 
as  the  present  circumstanced  and  the  urgent  concerns  of  tha 
nation  appear  to  lequire,  it  is  expedient,  that  his  Roj^at 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  resident  within  the 
realm,  shall  be  empowered  to  exercise  and  administar  the 
Royal  authority,  according  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
Orcat  Britain,  in  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  hia  Ma- 
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jesly,  and  under  the  style  and  titk  itf  Regent  of  the  King* 
dom';  and  to  use,  execnte,  and  perform,  in  the  name,  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  all  Authorities,  Prerogatives^ 
Acts  of  Govemnient»  and  Administration  of  the  same,  that 
belong  io  the  King  of  this  Realm  to  use,  execute,  and  per* 
lorni  according  to  the  law  thereof^  subject  to  such  limita« 
tions  and  exceptions  as  shall  be  provided." 

In  layfng  before  the  Committee  this  or  any  other  resolu- 
tion, it  would  be  desirable  to  separate  as  far  as  possible  those ' 
points  upon  which  a  material,  or,  indeed,  any  difference  of 
opinion  were  likely  io  arise,  from  those  upon  which  there 
would  probably  be  an  unanimity,  lie  presumed  that  no 
diflerenoe  of  opinion  could  exist  respecting  the  propriety,  of 
conferring  the  Regency  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales;  nor 
upon  this  otiier  point,  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  that  in 
Ihe  exercise  of  the  powers  so  conferred,  his  Royal  Highness 
should  have  associated  with  him  any  persons  in  the  nature' 
of  a  parroanent  Council.  Upon  these  two  points  no  dif* 
ference  of  opinion,  he  presumed,  was  likely  to  arise*  The 
pomts  upon  which  such  unanimity  might  not  probably 
prevail,  and  that  were  likely  to  give  rise  to  debate,  those  re* 
latingfo  restrictions,  called  for  the  deepest  attention.  It 
wouQ  be  right  to  ascertain  whether  any  restrictions  were 
necessary ;  what  the  nature  of  those  restrictions  should  be ; 
and,  lastly,  to  what  period  tiiey  were  to  be  continued.  With 
respect  to  the  first  point,  he  wished  the  Committee  to  keep 
in  mind  the  nature  of  the  duty  they  were  called  on  to  dis* 
charge  on  the  present  occasion.  They  were  not  called  upon* 
to  supply  a  vacancy  in  the  Throne,  but  they  weie  called 
upon  io  supply  a  temporary  suspension  of  the  Royal  au- 
thority ;  which  suspension*  there  wns  pvery  reason  to  hope^ 
both  from  the  opinion  of  en^inent  medical  persons  and  the 
experience  of  similar  instances  of  the  Royal  indii^osition^ 
would  not  be  protracted  to  a  long  period » but  might  shortly 
be  put  an  end  to  by  his  Majesty's  restoration  to  the  full 
exercise  of  his  faculties.  The  Commfttee  had.ti^ro  very  im- 
portant objects  to  obtain :  one,  to  provide  for  the  security 
of  the  Crown ;  the  other,  to  provide  an  efficient  government . 
for  the  direction  of  the  civil  and  military  affairs pf  the  coun* 
try.  There  was  another  object,  also,  which  it  would  be  their ' 
duty  to  keep  in  view,  namely,  to  remove  every  possible 
obstacle  to  the  restoration  of  his  Majesty  to  the  full  exercise 
>of  the  regal  authority,  whenever  it  should  please  Providence 


1>EC.  3L]     9TATE  OP  THE  KATION-^EBGENCT.  £67 

to  establish  bis  recovery.  They  were  not  only  to  provide  ' 
fer  the  eftclual  resumption  of  the  Royal  functions,  but  to 
£uard  also  against  the  creation  of  any  obstacles  to  prevent 
the  exercise  of  those  functions,  when  the  King  should  re* 
sume  his  authority •  They  should  endeavour  to  secure 
))0ih  these  objects ;'  and  if  one  of  them  should  be  found  in* 
consist4!nt  with  the  other,  they  should  maturely  weigh  tb^ir  * 
rcspdctive  advantages  and  disadvantages,  in  order  thsit  they 
might  be  able  to  adopt  that  which  was  likely  to  be  roost 
bei^cial,  or  at  least  less  injurious  lo  the  interests  of  the 
state.    In  the  former  discussion  it  was  maintained  by  some 

friitlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  that  the  energies  of  the 
xecutive  government  would  be  diminished  by  any»  even 
the  smallest  restriction.  Thisiisserlion  was  connected  with 
the  second  point  of  the  statement,  namely,  the  providing  9 
Regency  for  twelve  months  and  the  traction  of  time  he 
liad mentioned  ;  within  which  time  there  was  the'  strongest 
probabilitv  his  Majesty  midit  be  festored  to  the  full  pes* 
session  of  his  focultics,  and  for  whom  Providence  mi^t  bav0 
in  store  many  ha  ppy  years  of  sovereignty.  The  restriction 
he  inlenfkd  to  propose  could  not  diminish  the  power  of 
the  Regent  for  more  than  a  twelve-month  ;  but  aify  depart 
ture  from  it  might  diminish  ihe  power  of  the  Ejcecutivo 
government  for  a  muph  longer  period.  The  duty  which 
devolved  upon  the  Committee  arose  out  of  the  necessity  of 
the  case.  They  had  no  ^ght  or  authority  to  3o  any 
thing  that  tliey  did  not  conceive  to  be  necessary.  They 
;&hould  therefore  look  to  the  qature  of  the.  necessity,  ana 
not  go  beyond  it. 

^n  discussing  the  propositions  which  he  should  have  tho 
honour  of  submitting  to  them,  the  Committee  would  do 
well  to  act  upon  general  considerations.  This  important 
subject  was  not  to  be  settled  upon  principles  of  confidence 
or  personal  character.  They  should  not  look  to  jhe  exalted 
situation  or  numerous  excellent  qualities  of  the  illustrioua 

?srspn  who  was  to  be  iuy  ilcd  to  assume  the  office  of  Regent, 
bey  ^ere  to  put  the  Prince  of  Wales  entirely  out  of  their 
consideration,  they  were  to  reflect  how  unwise  and  impru- 
dent it  would  be,  to  found  a  precedent  upon  the  merits  of  a 
particular  individual,  and  not  upon  a  sound  and  per- 
inancRt  constitutional  foundation,  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  he  believed  there  were  very  few  instances,  or  ratbef 
^here  was  hardly  onc^  of  a  Regency,  in  w)iich  there  weins 
pot  sonie  restrictions  upon  the  power  so  confeiml..  T^ose 


tetifidions  vtere  not  considered,  ns  it  was  now  said,  an 
insiilt  to  the  person  appointed  to  the  Regency,  a  degrada- 
tion to  tlie  Monaicby,  or  an  injury  to  the  Constitution. 
Having  first  decidod  upon  the  general  principle  of  the 
lieoessiry  of  some  pcstricttons,  the  House  would  hare  to 
decide  whether  particular  restrictions  were  necessary.  As 
to  the  ar^ment,  ^that  the  Royal  authority  would  be  en- 
dangered by  cramping  it  in  the  Regency,  he  could  not 
allow  it  that  weight  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
teemed  to  think  it  carried  with  it.  Suppose  it  were  neces- 
lary  to  provide  a  Regency  for  a  period  of  six  weeks,  during 
the  infancy  of  a  Sovereign,  who  should  attain  maturity 
M  the  e^ipiration  of  that  period,  wonid  it  be  "contended  that 
it  was  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  such  a  delegation  of 
|K>wer  during  that  time,  that  the  person  vested  with  it 
•houkl  possess  the  whole  power  of  the  monarchy;  the  right 
of  creating  peers,  and  granting  places  and  pensions  for  life? 
This  case  was  analogous  to  that  now  under  the  consideration 
at  the  Committee.  He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  assert, 
whatever  his  private  opinion  might  be^  that*  his  Majesty's 
indisposition  would  expire  in  six  weeks ;  but  he  would' 
maintain  that  they  'were  not  entitled  to  put  such  gloomy 
ecrfours  upon  the  picture  as  not  to  suppose,  considering  the 
time  that  the  discussion  of  these  resolutions  might  occupy 
in  both  Houses,  and  the  subsequent  debates  upon  the  legis- 
lative measure  founded  therten^,  that  his  Majesty*^  indispo- 
sition might  not  terminate  within  six  weeks  from  the  Jay 
of  the  passing  of  the  bill.  If  such  restrictions  were  neces- 
sary in  the  case  of  infancy  be  had  mentioned,  they  were  no 
Itts  reasonable  in  that  now  before  the  Committee,  He  was 
not  at  present  arguing  the  nature  of  the  restrictions,  or  It- 
ttiitations  by  which  tliey  were  lobe  guarded,  but  the  ne^ 
cessity  of  imposing  some  restrictions.  It  was  possible  that 
iome  difference  of  opinion  might  prevail  among  those  who 
agreed  with  him  upon  the  general  principle,  as  to  the  limi** 
tation  of  the  restrictions;  some  being  for  one  period,  some 
for  another,  ll  was  not  nedessary  to  compare  the  restrictions 
he  meant  to  propose  with  thoi^e  of  former  Regencies :  such 
fts  that  in  the  Council  attached  to  the  Regent,  particular 
tneisnres  should  be  sanctioned  by  different  graaations  of 
majorities.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  be  guided  by  any 
«>f  those  premlents ;  for  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  be 
better,  and  particularly  in  time  of  war,  that  the  power  deleJ- 
g(\1ed  to  a  Regent  should  be  restrained  general ly,  rathe^ 
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tibanthat  it  dionld  be  subjected  to  a  letiraiAt  by  Coiut* 
cils. 

Id  178ft»9,  TCslrictioiM  were  proposed  upon  the  pmoga* 
tivei  be  menlidBed.  When  he  \ookeA  to  that  precedent-*-* 
when  faeloohed  to  the  cbanieler  and  abilities  of  the  eminenl 
peison  who  then  took  the  lead  in  bis  Majesty's  Councils* 
and  whose  wisdom  and  leseatch  struck  out  and  maturai 
the  whole  plan«*-aUhoa|[^  he  could  not  hope  that  the  whole 
House  would  gP  with  him  as  lo  the  propriety  and  expe^ 
diency  of  the  amsures  whioh  weie  then  pursued,  he  trusted 
that  enough  would  be  fimnd  to  a^iee  with,  him  in  the  d* 
Tourable  presa«ption»  that  wliat  passed  then  was  wisely 
and  prudently  detenuined  i  and  that  it  was  much  less  no- 
cemary  to  assign  reasons  why  such  a  precedent  wair  folbwed 
4han  to  point  out  why  any  of  the  restrictions  then  imposed 
were  departed,  from.  With  respect  to  these  restrictioM, 
it  would  be  recollected  by  persons  how  in  the  House,  and 
other  honoucaUe  members  might  haTe  learned,  that  they 
origioallv  had  no  limitation.  The  rsstriction  upon  the 
power  of  cieatk^  peers  was,  in  the  courseof  the  debates  on 
the  BiU^  limited  to  thiee  yous-  Such  at  that  time  w^s  the 
iguocmice  that  pre?aiIod  lespeeting  his  Majesty's  particular 
aBa]ady^«*4ach  the  dbcocduce  o?  opinion  unaoug  his  m^ 
dical  attendants,,  those  who  were  sanguine  with  respect  to 
kia  recovery  bein|^  hanlly  listened  t0i,'while  the  general  im- 
pression wis,  that  It  was  a  hopeless  case,  and  that  his  Majes- 
ty's meotrery  could  not  be  expected  within  a  reasonable  time 
.•^thnt  the  Ito^tion  of  the  period  of  the  duration  of  the  le- 
stfidiens  was  left  indefinite,  as  the  period  of  the  recovery 
was  presumed  to  be.  It  was  howeter  left  open  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  Piurliainent  to  take  up  the  subject  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  make  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as  the 
exigency  of  tbe  case  might  occasionally  require.  In  the 
former  case^  it  waa  left  tei  the  wisdom  of  the  L^islature  to 
put  an  end  io  the  restrictions ;  in  this  the  restrictions 
would  expire  ot  a  oertam  period;  and  they  could  not 
be  renewed,  except  by  tlie  concurrent  voice  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  L^ishiture,  and  of  course  of  that 
Imnch  which  was  most  concerned  in  preventiag  any  un- 
neocsmry  restmints  from  being  laid  upon  the  Executive 
^overomcmt.  .  Such  being  tbe  nature  and  limitation  of 
the  festffictjons  he  meant  to  propose,  he  trusted  tbe  House 
would  agree  with  bim^  that  there  was  nothing  disrespectful 
to  the  £(Dyai  Auidii  upon  whom  the  Regency  was  io  b^ 
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was  unnecessary  for  him  to  slicw  the  extravagance  ai^  fal- 
lacy pf  this  argument.  It  was  no  reason  to  say,  that  be^ 
cause  tliese  prerc^atives  jgeneraily  existed,  U  would  be 
highly  dangerous  to  the  Monarchy  tx>  dinunkh  them  ;  that 
because  the  Crown  possessed  the  })pwcr  of  creating  peers, 
tlie  laiiie  privileges  siiould  exist  iJi  full  activity  during  the 
Kegency*  Nothing  could  be  more  inconclusive.  During 
the. last  four  years  Uie  honour  of  tlie  peerage  had  been  con-. 
ferred  only  upon  two  persons,  with  the  exception,  hovk'ever, 
of  the  peerages  created  on  Account  of  emmeut  naval  ajiJl 
military  services.  Woukl  gentlemen,  knowing  th  is,  jicnsiKt 
in  saying  that  theConstitution,  at  leai^  the  monarchical  psLvi 
part  of  it»  would  be  in  danger ;  that  the  Executive  govern- 
ment could  not  be  carried  on,  if  the  Begent  were  deprived^ 
for  so  short  a  period  as  twelve  months,  of  the  power  ot' 
exercising  this  branch  of  the  prerogative  ?  The  Adminib* 
tratton,  indeed,  which  preceded  tlie  present,  was  not  quite 
so  economical  in  this  respect:  although  they  were  only 
twelve  moptlis  in  oSce^  tluTe  were  no  less  than  eleven  or 
twelve  peers  created  within  that  time.  What  tlieir  rcfs«ii« 
for  lavishing  this  luxuriaiux;  of  honours  might  lie,  it  wa&aat 
in  his  |)owcr  to  say;  but  he  must  contend,  that  the  exorcise 
of  the  particular  perogativc  under  eoa^uleffatioa  was  not 
indispensably  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  i^veraaenU 
He  thanked  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  sxic,  for  their 
candour  in  acknowledging  that  lie  at  least  during  his  ad-  . 
ministrntion  had  acted  with  txNwiderableaJisli^ieHceiA^ 
exercise  of  that  part  qf  the  prercgativ-e.  U  his  Majesty's 
opipion  in  that  respect  had  coincided  with  those  ii£bih  cbn* 
fidential  servants,  and  thej  had,,  therefore,  reffaioed  from  a 
practice  which  had  been  said  to  be  abused  in  former  periods 
of  the  present  reign  under  difierent  administrations,  it  oouki 
not  surely  be  a  subject  of  surprise  to  (be  House,  tiiat  at 
a  moment  like  the  present,  wlien  the  pomnof  tlie  King  wu«e 
aiiout  to  be  translerred  io  a  JRcy^eat,  hk  M«jesty*s  pces^ut 
servants  should  be  desirous  to  putso^me  limitation  ami  ro^ 
striction  on  the  exercise  of  that  part  of  tlie  prefO0«u(ive 
wiiich  bad  been  so  often  aud  6o  IcutfU^  cried  out  agaiast^  ' 
as  having  thus  bren  abused.  Sane  ganUemeii  on  4he  <^tJMir 
side  of  the  House  had  expressed  au  opanion  that  i^veijr 
d^ree  of  restriction  put  upon  the  fiegoit,  Kel«(i«ie  to  ^ 
exercise  of  the  prcrogativcj.woiddbe  4eglmd'mg  Abe  mor  *^ 
narchy  ;  but  he  bqgged  ihe  House  «eriott$Qr  to  Mwidbrikia 
feUaej  of  that  argumcoti  mi  in  dmng«o  they  «w)itUi  n«t  Jrat 
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he  cotmmoed  Hmt  any  mtricttoii  of  the  doscriptiMi  ke  bad 
ifientioned,  and  for  Uie  very  dioft  ikm  it  ^rat  intadad  4o 
take  (dace,  could  not  deserve  such  an  aopdOailion.  If  mimt 
he  proposed  wen^f to  weaken  or  to  taie  •^tmy  any  of  the 
prerc^tives,  there  might  be  aome  grdumk  for  Mich  mt 
ar^itment ;  bat  in  the  ptcaDot  ioftaooe,  whore  what  ia  to  be 
done  ifi  intended  merely  as  a  rastriotioB  Cor  aahart  (ime  of  n 
part  of  the  prerogative,  for  tbe  purpose  of  tnasMfing  'entire 
darinff  that  perira  the  powers,  of  the  King,  lluit  in  case  he 
Aemm  fortunately  be  restored  to  fccahh  in  ais  weeks  ortwo 
months,  he  might  find  them  undiiaiaiAad,  amU  ^tevtainly 
nerer  be  said  with  any  degree  of  jastioe  "to  d^iade  either, 
the  R^ent  or  the  Monarcny ;  nor  oomM  fthrly  or  proMriy 
be  oonsidered  in  an^  other  light  than  that  of  a  wish  and 
desire  to  restore  the  various  powers  of  the  Kinff  in  aoch  a 
floanner  as  to  be  the  least  hnmul  to  the  penoau  ftelinga  of 
his  BCi^ty,  when  capable  of  reflecting  on  tbe  verr  mi* 
pleasatit  neeaashy  which  bad  occasioned  the  tmasreniog 
them  into  other  hands.  If  there  was  any  thing  in  this  noda 
of  proceeding  oflensive  to  the  feeling  of  the  gentieraen  on 
die  other  aide  of  the  House,  he  could  not  but  regret  it ;  bat 
be  doiied,  positively,  that  it  could  truly  be  said  to  be  an 
insult  on  his  royal  (lighness  the  Prince  of  Wales;  and  he 
was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  those  who  talbed  «o  oMidh 
6f  the  liberties  of  the  people,  make  use  of  such  an  argument. 
His  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  if  aprainted 
Il^ent,  would  enjoy  that  high  oflke  as  a  Steward  or  Trnsiee 
for  the  King ;  and  it  must  be  clear  to  every  one,  when  sneh 
a  truiA  was  conferred,  it  was  not  only  for  (he  beneit  of  tfaa 
King,  but  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  people  also.  Haw,  then^ 
oonld  these  people  say,  that  there  was  any  insult  in  those 
who  conferred  that  high  office  taking  every  reasonable  and 
proper  precantfon  that  none  of.  th^  powers  entrasted  to  him 
should  be  misused  ?  It  was  a  n[ia?cim  in  the  conatitution, 
*^  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong/'  and  for  this  reason, 
that  the  King  is  supposed  not  do  any  thing  without  the 
advice  of  his  ooufidential  aervanls :  the  saflie  maxim  might 
be  applied  to  the  fiegent,  ^  that  he  can  do  no  wiong;^ 
and  who  can  say  that  he  may  not  have  evil  oounedkis,  and 
bad  advisers,  Who  might  prompt  him  on  to  the  maUi^  et 
new  peeiB^  notwithstanding  all  tnat  had  been  said  sespecUng 
fhe  abuse  of  that  power  in  former  periods  of  the  present 
Kign  ?  There  was  another  reaaen  struck  his  mind,  which 
wal,  it  had  been  said  that  the  aeeovery  of  the  King,  aAer  ao 
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many  differeot  attacks  as  he  had  had  of  his  present  unfor* 
tonate  disorder,  would  become  more  doubffaf,  and  that  the 
people  might  be  less  bclioed  to  believe  it  (Hear  !  hear  1) ; 
therefore,  sapposing  that  to  be  case,  and  that  the  people 
wdald  be  so  slow  to  believe,  might  not  the  Regent  also  be 
slow  to  beliere,  and  have  greater  doubts  on  his  mind  as  to 
the  reality  of  thel£ing*s  recovery  ?  (Hear !  Aeor  I  hear  I). 
The  House  would  see,  then,  that  they  ought  tobe  guardcdt 
when  they  were  transferring  all  the  powers  of  bis  IMmjesty  to 
ft  Regent,  in  fixing  some  kind  of  restriction  which  might 
prevent  those  powers  from  being  misused,  so  that  in  case  of 
his  Majesty's  recovery  in  a  short  .time,  they  might  be  le- 
stoied  to  hun  as  entire  as  possible. 

With  this  view  it  seemed  to  him,  that  at  a  time  whca 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  required  that  poweis 
should  be  given  so  highly  important  as  those  with  which 
the  Regent  must  be  invested,  it  became  peculiarly  the  duty 
of  Parliament,  to  take  especial  care  the  Regent  should  not 
be  able.to  misuse  those  powers ;  and  particularly  where  the 
R^;ent  is  the  person  that  is  to  sucosed  to  the  Crown,  the 
utmost  care  should  be  taken  to  shew  plainly  that  the  power 
is  not  the  R^ent's,  but  the  King's,  for  whom  he  holds  it  in 
trust*  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  Regent,  with  respect  to 
all  foreign  relations,  should  be  made  as  strong  as  possible ; 
that  he  should  have  the  free  use  of  all  those  pierogativea 
which  would  enable  him  to  carry  on  and  prosecute  the  vrar 
with  vigour,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  distress  our  enaoaies; 
but,  witn  respect  to  the  internal  transactions  of  the  empire, 
he  thought  great  caution  should  be  used  in  giving  him  apy 
powers  whi<£  might  l>e  misused,  as  that  of  granting  pensions 
certainly  might.  Having  thus  opened  to  the  House  the 
nature  of  the  plan  he  meant  to  pursue  respecting  the  re* 
strictions,  he  would  not  thep  trespass  longer  on  the  time  of 
the  House,  but  would  proceed  to  read  the  remaining  reso^ 
lutions : 

^'  Resolved,  That  the  power  so  to  be  given  to  his  royal 
highness  ihe  Prince  of  Wat»  shall  not  extend  to  the  grant- 
ing of  any  rank  or  dignity  of  the  Peerage  of  the  Redm  to 
any  person  whatever,  except  to — (Persons  who  have 
rendered  eminent  service  to  the  country  by  sea  or  land.) 

^*  Resolved,  that  the  said  power  shall  not,  extend  to  the 
granting  of  any  office  whatever  in  reversion,  o(  to  the 
granting  of  any  office,  salary,  or  pension,  for  other  term 
than  during  his  IMbj^y's  pleasure,  exc^t  such  offices  as 
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are  bylaw  required  to  be  granted  for  life. or  during  good 
behaviour,,  and  except— ^ An  exception  will  here  fai  intro- 
duced in  ikvour  of  persons  rendering  eminent  services  to  the 
country  by  sea  or  land.) 

^'  itesoived,  That  the  said  power  shall  not  extend  to  the 
f^nting  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  real  or  personal  lestate^ 
except  as  far  as  relates  to  the  renewal  of  leases/' 

After  faavinff  read  the  fourth  resolution,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  said,  that  he  was  about  to  read  the  fifth ;  but  it 
having  struck  his  mind  that  there  was  considendUe  proba- 
bility of  the  debate  continuing  so  long  on  some  of  the  reso- 
lutions which  he  had  already  read,  that  it  might  not  perhaps 
be  necessary  for  him  to  go  on  with  the  fifth  resolution  at 

E resent  (Go  on,  go  on^  from  the  Opposition  bench.)  As 
e  found  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  they 
were  desirous  to  hear  the  whole  then,  he  should  'certainly 
read  the  fifth  resolution,  which  he  did  as  follows : — ^ 

^'  Resolved,  That  the  calre  of  his  Majesty's  royal  person, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  illness,  snail  be 
committed  to  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty ;  and  that 
her  Majesty  shall  have  the  power  to  remove  from,  and  to 
nominate  and  appoint  such  persons  as  she  shall  think  pro- 
per to^  the  several  offices  in  his  Majestjr's  househdd  ;  and 
,  to  dispose,  order^  and  mana^,  all  other  matters  and  things 
relating  to  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  royal  person,  during  the 
time  aforesaid ;  ^nd  that,  for  the  better  enabling  her  Ma- 
jesty to  discharge  this  important  task,  it  is  also  expedient 
that  a  Council  shall  be  appointed  to  advise  and  assist  her 
Majesty  in  the  several  matters  aforesaid ;  and  with  power, 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  see  cause,  to  examine,  upon 
oath,  the  physicians  and  others  attending  his  Majesty's 
person,  touching  the  state  of  bi^  Majesty's  health,  and  all 
matters  relative  thereto." 

In  the  coarse  of  heading  the  last  resolution,  lie  begged 
the  House  to  understand,  that  the  entrusting  of  the  custody 
of  the  King's  person  to  the  Queen,  was  intended  to  continue 
during  the  whole  of  the  Regency ;  but  that  her.  Majesty's 
power  over  the  household  was  only  ta  continue  a  twelve- 
month. With  respect  to  the  Council  to  be  appointed  as 
advisers  to  her  Majesty,  he  proposed  to  follow,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  the  precedent  of  1788,  by  confining  it  to  the 
tame  number  of  four,  who'aie  to  be  nominated  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  invested  with  the  same  powers  as  those  on  the 
u>rmer  occasion.'    As  the  period  was  to  be  limited  to  twelve 


nnw(h»j  mA tfceic vww  ^tgoag  tiapcs  that  it  migbt  en^  j^ 
iMHritiafa  M  vfffMks  <«  tiwa  manib»,  be  ibougiit  the  Hqiib^ 
4iisiiit«im  OQipsidcniiioiiy  woukl  noi  hesitate  la  lo(]\p;6  suf»^ 
4  pafMr  in  the  hands  of  the  Queen  as  was  given  by  the  nwf» 
hlli<«i4  fcr  ifii  tirett  not,  and  the  King  should  sbortlv 
Moovtr^  he-flitght  perhaps  find  all  his  household  alteml^ 
his  semnla  cbaaged,  aad  when  once  more  restored  to  the 
IM  of  hit  rsnsoD^  be  aoikpht  scarcely  know  any  one  of  those 
wh»  weie  placed  aioiiaa  him.  So  moch  care  baring  been 
lakm  em  tbia  bead  in  the  year  1788,  and  that  caie  having 
pwrad  ptonliaily  gratifying  to  bis  Majesty  on  his  recovery, 
sbonld  any  idtantioo  of  i&e  kind  he  bad  just  alluded  to 
ta]Ma'pla€t»  and  his  Majesty  should  speedily  veoovei^  be 
laigbt  be  led  to  anppoae  (and  most  paianil  would  such  sop^ 
poiiiion  be  to  bis  iedings)  that  in  the  course  of  the  last 
ilfMly  yeats  the  tmpcU  and  affection  of  his  parliament  had 
be^  giaatly  dimimsbed^  by  bis  experiencing  the  want  of 
tW  proirisioii  which  had  been  formerly  made.  Having 
sow  opened,  all  the  resolntions,  he  would  conclude  by  re- 
ooiniasiKling  them  to  the  consideratioa  of  the  House. 
.  I%e  ion*  fV*  Lambe  said,  be  could  by  no  means  agree  in 
the  priACipks  laid  down  by  the  right  hem.  gentleman  ii]\  the 
speech  wfa^sh  he  ha4  just  ddivered.  The  n^hi  hon.  gentle- 
aimii  had  opened  to  the  House  a  plan  in  which  he  meant  to 
mahe  bis  roval  highness  the  Pkince  of  Wales  Biegeot  of 
the  realm.-  He  bad  dechured  that  he  considered  tl^e  HegMt 
tp  be  pkiced  in  the  sitiiatioa  of  steward,  or  trustee,  to  the 
Kina ;  which  any  one  would  suppose  ought  to  entitle  him 
to  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  prerogatives  with  which  the 
Ki^l  was  invested,  and  without  which  it  would  be  im- 
p^issible  the  Prince  of  Wales  couhi  be  bis  real  repxesen-* 
tattv«.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  talked  a  great  deal 
of  the  King's  political  capacity.  What  he  meant  by  this 
political  capacity,  he  (Mr.  Lombe)  could  not  say.  If  there 
were  anv  powen  attached  to  this  political  capacity  of  the. 
Kiag^  th^  might  perhaps  be  in  tneir  fidl  existence :  but 
with  respect  to  all  those  powors  which  depend  oa  his  Mfr- 
Jesty^s  judgment^  they  weie  dead  to  all  intents  and  purpoKS, 
as  if  b^  were  actuaDy  demised  ;  and  theiefove,  as  to  them, 
the  House  were  bound  to  band  them  over  to  tfae  Prinoe  of 
Wate,  as  Rqpent,  exactly  the  same  as  the  King  had  heU, 
them.  The  precedent  of  1788  was  much  relied  on  byjhe 
r^bt  hon.  gentleman ;  but  in  that  also:  be  diflered  from 
him  entirely ;  for  it  was  wanting  in  that  very  tfnt  and 
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cssentJAl  «i>tb0ritj  svIhcriDir  to  ^\\  proae|(eii(^  nnmely  tiiAt 
of  cjcperipace.  But  cvien  if  thertf  were  tW«e  \vfco  looked  ttp 
(o  tb^  f  r0$t  iDeB  ef  (li^t  d»y  who  wer^  Uia-ff^imQri  of  Uiaf 
pfrc^ntf  they  «h(iiild  romember  the  gtfni  difference  oSfi\^9 
coxmtryy  both  from  time  and' sUiiaiipf)»  He^heii  (idTcalafll 
to  ihe  -c^rgomeiit  of  tlie  ChanceHfir  pf  (lie.Rxchequeri  m 
^blpb  he  hadsavd,  tbat  oiie  of  i\\egf^i  ebjeeiioim  taUm 
oti  hte  (Mr,  LmWs^  side  of  the  HiMifle  >V(ift9  iluit^^^iYVi^ 
H'^ic  «t  peacft  «^  »3<P  MYt  wore  nt  war.  Tb>^  right  tion» 
ge»itleni9n  had  rofiutioiifd  this,  nnd  carried  on  hU  argument 
i^poo  U  in  mth  a  stmin  of  fevity,  ns  not  oaiy  QstoniRhed 
bim^  bixi  (when  Ui«  siiualion  oftlieoowtry  w^  coneideKdi 
:i9d  tlienumemti^erils  which  tbat  war  had  «nlAMed  \%ptn 
us)  ma^ty  in  his  tniiid,  appear  to  the  Hoiiso  highly  indo^ 
C0r(yi}$.  Bcy  for  hfeown  part^  coold  not  but  remmb^r^ 
tbnt  i^incc  that  time  innny  ^oomy  and  nuimcfttpiH  years 
hsKi  poMed  away,  which  had  all,  mora  or  lem,  broMgbt 
upon  .us  the  heaviest  mi«ifortiiiief»  He  ooald  not  btA  recol-* 
laet,  boii'ever  lightly  the  right  boa.  ^ontMian  ni^hl 
thMi  of  it,  that  W)e  wer^  tben.at  peaces  tbAt  tbe'stami  of 
dasolation  ntiendaat  on  the  French  feTQiiUioii  had  not  thca 
bxiat  forth :  atid  when  he  Considered  ilie  melnnchol  v  eflbcts 
yhii^  were  tlie  conaequcnces  of  thai  reirtodution)  he  theu^^ht 
it  was  a  niost  foHnnafecirettmstanoefor  tlie  conntry,  tbaA 
Ike  prcoeddnt  of  J788  had  aot  bcea  acted.  \^n ;  for,  in 
what  a  siiutttion  xnusC  the  Sqgent  of  this  cowtry  bare  beeor 
plaoe(],  in  the  hurry  of  so  mnob  turbnlenoe  and  fiiry, 
i»ha«kled  and  fathered  as  be  would  have  been  by  the  pro-' 
visits  of  tbat  Bill  ?  Coold  the  House  l4ien  suppoiie,  tbat 
at' the  present  moment,  when  this  counti'y  stood  in  a  mom 
perilous  and  critical  situation  than  it  had  done  at  any  imtfr! 
cedtmt  period  of  our  history,  it  would  be  pplitio  or  proper  to 
appoint  0  Re^nf,  limited  and  restrioted  in  any  of  those 
prero,s;ativcs  which  were  ^iveu  to  the  Kinsr»  as  well  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  as  of  himself,  and  wkhout  which  the 
sovcrei^  authority  of  this  country  could  not  he  safifly 
maintained  ?  Why,  in  considering  this  measure,  which 
mclattcholy  necessity  called  on  the  House  to  adopt,  should 
k  entertftin  su^ypicioas  as  to  Uie  conduct  of  his  royal  ^ 
highness  the  Prince  of  Waks,  on  whom  it  was  intended  to 
confer  the  Rf^gcncy  ?  k  was  not  bis  intention,  on  the 
present  occasion,  to  go  into  any  eulogium  oh  the  persooai 
character  of  tbat  illustrious  Prince ;  but  lie  thought  it  was 
y  a  worthy  of  the  House  to  give  way  to  jealousy  of  any  kind). 
Vol.  I.— 1810..  2Q 


Sd8  f[f«  pArltamentary  RBGUti^rR.  [co»r. 

lA  to  any  pereon  it  might  think  proper  to  apixnnt  Ke^ht* 
The  right  Iron,  f^ilemtxn  hnd  talked  a  great  (leal  about  the 
pbwers  of  the  King,  and  had  siiewn  a  wonderful  anxietj 
to  preserve  those  powers  entire  for  his  Majesty;  bnt.  he 
ongnt  to  'Consider,  that  the  powen  of  tha  King  and  Iha 
powers  of  the  country  must  be  the  same;  and  the  House 
ought  not  to  agree  to  any  restrictions  which,  in  endeavouring 
to  save  the  one,  should  in  an  equal  or  greater  d^ree  injure 
ihiBJ  of  the  other.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  laid 
great  stres2<,  in  the  course  of  bis  argument,  on  the  power  of 
creating  Peers  having  been  formerly  so  much  abused*:  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  himself  been  one  of  almost  every 
edministration  by  which  this  ahnsc  bad  been  exercised  ; 
and,  therefore  any  animadversions  on  fhat  subject  came 
TPiUi  rather  an  ill  grace  from  him.  But,  on  thi»  )K>int,  be. 
(Mr.  Lambe)  difiered  with  him  entirely :  he  did  not  think 
this  increase  of  the  peerage  had  at  all  injured  tlio  country ; 
on  the  contrary^  he  was  convinced  that  our  Lei^lature  bad 
been  greatly  benefited  by  it.  He  thonght  it  an  useful 
power ;  and  that  any  attempt  to  limit  it  at  present  woukl 
be  on  grounds  that  had  no  foundation;  for,  in  fact,  no. 
restriction  could  be  imposed  on  that  part  of  the  prerogative, 
which  did  not  go  as  much  io  effect  and  weaken  tlie  powcc 
of  the  King,  as  that  of  the  Regent. 
•  He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  resolution  which  relates 
to  the  Ktng^s  household,  to  which  he  felt  as  many  objec- 
tions as  he  did  to  the  other ;  it  lay,  however,  in  a  very 
nanow  compass,  and  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  House  to  explain  his  objoC' 
tions  to  it.  He  alluded,  particularly,  to  the  officers  of  the 
household,  and  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the*  circumstance,  that  thej'  were  chiefly  officers  of  splen- 
dour* No  man  could  be  more  ready  than  himself  to  8Up» 
port  the  real  and  necessary  splendour  of  the  Crown,  or  of 
the  Monarch  who  wore  it ;  but^  tiufortunately,  the  Monarch 
is  not  in  a  state  to  enjoy  that  splonJonr;  and  nothing  can  , 
be  more  evident,  than  that  these  "officers  so  to  be  appointed 
cannot  administer  either  to  the  comforts  or  splendour  of 
the  King,  but  only  of  the  Queen,  who  is  no  part  of  the 
.  Executive.  These  offidersof  the  household,  it  must  also 
be  kept  in  mind,  must  all  have  appointments  and  cmoli^- 
ments  suitable  to  the  rank  and  stations  which  they  respeCr- 
tivelyfill.  The  splendour  attendant  on  them  must  cost  the  V 
pation  a  very  Urge  sum  of  money ;  and  he  thought,  that  at 
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a  time  when  the  pressure  apOD  the  peoplei  «iu  m  Wf^ 
besiry^  atiy  establishment  or  burden  yrhich  ^oai^  bo  dis»» 
]|N^sod'witn,  ougitt  sedulously  to,  be  avoided-  What^  he 
asked,  could  be  tnc  object  of  this  oacasure  ?  Tbe  right^hoi^^ 
gentleman  says,  it  is  respect  for  his  Majesty*  in  tbe  finpt 

.  place;  and  iii  the  next,  security  for  bia  rRtum  to  pQwer» 
should  be  soon  reooyer.  Surely,  respect  and  security  xpight 
be  both  ensured  by  a  less  expensive  process.  The  com-r 
roitting  the  custody  of  his  Majesty's  plerson  to  the  care  ofr 
dbe  Queen  shews  the  so^mucb-wished-for  respect ;  and  U 
can  Scarcely  be  supposed  that  those  officers  of  the  bouse* 
hould  can  add  much,  if  any  thing,  to  the  security,  while 
her  Majesty  is  to  have  all  the  power  of  governing ,  tbe' 
kousehokl.  Besides,  those  officers,  now  to  be  appoinfedr 
with  the  consent  antl  approbation  of  tbe  House,  might 
iieneafter  be  chan^;ed  ;  and  then  thejsecurity,  if  any,  woitld 
pass  into  other  bauds.  The  right  hon*  gentleman  ha  A 
aHoded  to  the  delicacy  of  the  case;  but  for  his  part,  he< 
dfal  not  see  why  the  House  should  suppose*  tltat  the  Queen: 
'  would,  in  any  case  respecting  his .  Majesty,  act  with  more 
deliclK^y  than  the  Prince  of  Wales  would.  He  bad,  bow«« 
ever,  an  objection  to  those  officers  still  greater  than  th.ose  he^ 
had  mentioned.  There  could  be  no  dbubt  in  tbe  mind  of 
9siy  brie  of  their  being  men  of  great  political  ir>fluence ;  and 
sorely,  in  times  like  the  present,  oi  danger  and  diffioultsjr, 
that  influence,  if  necessary,  and  the  splendour  attached  to 
their  situation,  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Regent,  in  pre^ 
ferance  to  any  other  person  whatever.  He  would-  have  M 
those  dangers. and  difficulties  to  encounter — ^he-must  stem 
the  force  of  every  torrent,  however  violent,  which  might 
set  in  against  the  safety  and  interests  of  the  empire;  and, 
thdrefore,  all  the  powers,  both  of  attack  and  defence^  which 
^  may  be  necessary  to  render  him  equal  to  the  task  and  duty^ 
assigned,  ought  by  every  means  to  bq  strengthened,  and 
Bof  enfeebled. 

The  Rouse  had  of  late  years  had  occasion  to  listen  to 
many  arguments  on  the  influence  of  the  Crown ;  and  he 
begged  them  to  recollect,  that  in  all  those,  the  preseot 
servants  of  the  Crown»  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
to  him,  had  uniformly  maintained,  that  the  influence  of 

-  the  Crown  was  not  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
carrying  on,  with  effect,  the  high  and  important  conoema 
entrusted  to  it.  With  what  confidence^  tben^  could  thesu 
geniiemen  propose  to  appoint  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the 
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SKUb  or  Bi^Kcat;  imd  (a^  tbcfy  sajr)  b  trustee  ibr  ait  <te 
pomim^of  th^-KiHj?,  and  at  iht  same  time  Yefiise  to  bim  tnr 
^ftp^Mm  of  timt  iftfloence,  and  tho»  picrogativcs,  withotk 
^MlU4i  th€  King  liimirif  could  not  prcaenre  those  pofterft  ? 
^«  PiriAoe  oQ^ht  toqneKtioiiably  to  possess  all  those  ^e- 
rduffltitts  And  aU  thwl  fciir  mflacnee  f?hich  belonged  to  tfie 
KiA^f  WbOM*  phoe  beb  to  fill,  and  whose  duties  he  is  to 
perform.  They  were  friren  hy  the  cohstitution  for  tho 
lif atiml  betlcfit  of  the  King  and  the  people :  and  the  ex- 
j^nfce  atleltdant  oo  them  was  always  checrftiUj  snbifiitteKK 
ia^  because  it  wai  deemed  the  priix  we  paj  for  Qiir  political 
Itberty ;  and  all  and  everj  of  them  should  be  bestowdd  on 
the  Prince,  at  tiie  time  when  tic  is  phiceJ  in  so  atddofti  andf 
itaipDrtimt  a  stAtiOn  as  tlial  of  Rei^ent.  Regencies  in  ererf 
aaumtry  have  bem  tihe  times  when  iotriguos  and  factiona 
bare  most  flonrishcd ;  and  sach  being  the  case,  the  Hoascr 
dngitt  not  to  tbink  of  weakening  anj  of  those  prerc^tivf^ 
or  powers  belonging  to  the  Crown  which  have  alwajs  beett 
iickfiowledged  necessary  for  its  secnrAy  and  preservation. 
FV»r  all  these  reasons,  he  should  conclude  by  morirtg  air 
ameffdineiit  io  the  first  resolution,  by  leaving  oat  all  the 
^ntmb  Which  contained  the  restriction. 

J/r.  Canning  began  by  observing,  that  as  he  had,  vpon 
i  former  day,  stat^  to  the  Hoose  the  best  bpinidii  which  bw 
conkl  form  respecting  the  restrictions  winch  wera  their 
tiniGhcd  upon  by  bis  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Percev^iy,'  bat 
which  had  thb  day  been  fully  stated  in  the  very  pecsptcaoiib 
slfieech  bf  his  right  hon.  friend,  he  dkl  not  now  fire!  tbikt  ik 
would  be  necessary  far  bim  to  detain  the  House  fbr  waf 
gffoit  length  of  time,  in  stating  the  objections  whieh  oo 
cnmd  to  his  miad  against  the  restrictions  which  hta  right 
hon.  friend  hafl  pniposed.  ile  was  happy  that  the  discna- 
aion  hM  been  commenced  in  such  a  tone  as  not  io  appeae 
KMy  tw  be  productive  of  much  asperity  in  contention,  al* 
though  a  great  difference  of  opinion  might  naturally  be  ex* 
pected.  The  Flouse  was  now  arrived  to  such  a  sftiration» 
thht  the  ideas  of  those  wlra  agrixnl  in  general  views  of  con* 
dtitntioiial  policy,  might  imtoraliy  on  this  parties  Mr  case 
separate  and  diverge.  ^  We  ha«I,  hi  this  case,  arrived  tit  the 
point  where  authority  ceaaes,  and  .where  discrdtioh  begins. 
Those  who  had  considered  Uie  pretcdent  of  1786  R^  the 
great  rule  and  hiiiiUmark  by  which  «lll  similar  cases  wtHe  ta 
be  decided,  wmild  pcrcei vis  that  in  tl)e  present  ca^  (hat  pre* 
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jf^d^HVt  ^^  ^^  maliy  points*  I A  ivlMilevef  ^loinis  theil  pth* 
)^Ji/^t4^TH4iipp\y^ihtre'wnB  no  sftoh  things  is  }firf«jh^ 
from Jts  atitliority.  I(  had  beefi  said,  that  Ifce  mthoiity  ,4^ 
the  .prooeedifigs  Cf£  ih6  two  Houses  of  PhriiBmeot  at  that 
ti^^e  fiad  b(!efi  iBuch  fncroRfled  by  the  «ibaeq|iitfit  fipfHTO^ 
tjion  which  wofitgiten  to  thbm  6y  his  MajealT^  afier.  hiA  vp« 
ipovery  ;  Hiul  Ihat.th^  Roynl  aafkoiityboiii^.so  rBTif^df 

Sid  MiDctioiiJiiiie:  the  proceediti^  whiok  were  ^no  when  the 
oyal  Hlnctiokia  had  been cKirniatit,  gave.^och  woigh^.  to 
those  proeeedings)^  ait- to  laake  the  prec^entv>f  the  iiWiost 
po^ible  validity.  If  this  ar^ment  wete  mmted  on^.be 
IH^Oiuhl  be  eatttled, '  from  parity  of  rioasoning)  to  say;  that 
tbos^  aels.so  confirmed  by  Royal  approliatioRy.  whiob  were 
not  t)ie  Ailts  of  the  tw6  Housea  of  Parlinaiait^  bat  inawfy 
tbe.Adspf  the  House  of  Ccraiaonsy  were  defectira  in.au- 
tbotitjS  an^  did  not  deserve  the  name  of  ao  established  pre* 
(iedeQt>  which  was  to  be  the  rale  and  the  guide  m  dl  futare 
tMtics>  .  If  we  were,  however,  lo  look  bi^  to  the  proceed* 
l*iig8  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1788,  we  would  &idy  that* 
file  coutse  thqn  ailopled  was  not  a  parttGnkir  line  cdeariy 

,  inarkcd  out  from  the  beatinning  by  some  undeniable  consti^ 
tutibntil  rales  ;  but  it  wffs  a  course,  which<after  very  Iqng 
UiscHSflions,  and  great  dtfierenccsofoipinton)  it  appeased 
proper  to  pursue  in  the  clrcurtistaiioes  which  then  existed* 
Up  .to  the  very  latest  bdur  that  the  Bill  was  in  its  progress 

.  thffou^h  that  Honsei  amendment  afkf  .aonendment  was 
ftHBiiit  I  And  even  at  the  very  kitcsl  stage,  when  tbi  'Bill  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker,  and  ready  to  take  its  flight  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  even  ihrh  some  of  the  most  material 
amendments,  with  respect  io  grayling  crJlices^  wene  madeand 

,  SM^verd  to.    Some  of  the  restriction^  proposed  in  that  House 

,  paused  very  coi»iderabte  discission  in  the  House  of  Lords; 
and  some  of  them  the  House  of  Lords  hatlne\x'r  pnoiiouncod 
any  opinion  upon.  He  stated  this  circumalancc  to  show 
thattl^e  House  was  perfoclrly  warranted*  and  tliat  no  prece- 
dent prevented  thcui  from  considertir^qr  the  present  case  by 
itself^  upon  its  o\Vn  ground^?,  as  connected  witli  tho  peculiar 
circi^mstaiipi*s  of  the  ]jresent  times,  and  as  difiuring  most  ma* 
termlly  from  the  circumstances  under  which  the  measures 
were  proposed  in  1789,  which  MTrc  now  recommended  as 
the  .groundwork  of  what  was  to  be  proposed.  As  to  the 
^iffibrence  of  times,  lie  won  id  say  a  word  or  two  hfi^cafter ; 

,  liulhclhought  the  first  C(jnsideraf  ions  wilh  th(*Hou.sc.shouUl 
be,  what  llii*y  were  tJien  assemble:!  to  do,  .\yhat  steps  had 
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already  been  taken,  and  what  situation  they  now  stood  in  ? 
Tbe  House  bad  already  determined,  that  it  was  tbetr  r<g<^t 
and  doty  to  provide  for  the  due  discharge  of  the  Royol 
functions  during  the  present  incapacit;^  of  tiie  Sovereign.  If 
WHS  also  generally  agreed,  that  provision  should  be  madH 
for  the  resumption  of  the  Royal  power  by  his  Majesty,  in 
case  of  his  recovery.  He  could  not,  however,  bring  hia 
mind  to  entertain  an  apprehension  which  was  shadowed  out^ 
ralher  than  expressed  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  of  tbe  pdBsi« 
bility  of  his  lloyal  Highness  ever  considering  himself  as 
being  advised  to  regard  himself  in  any  other  light  than  at  a 
Trustee,  for  the  power  to  be  committed  to  his  bands. 
The  debates  of  the  Parliament  were  so  public,  and  the 
opinions  expressed  on  all  sides  so  clear  upon  the  subject, 
that  it  was  impossible  that  his  Royal  Highness  should  mis* 
take  the  sense  of  Parliament  on  this  point;  and,  indeed,  if 
their  opinions  had  not  been  a  matter  of  such  notoriety,  be 
could  not  for  a  moment  bring  himself  to  entertain  the  idea 
of  its  being  possible  for  his  Royal  Highness  to  conodve^ 
that  any  power  could  be  vested  in  him  now,  which  would 
not  be  liable.to  i)e  resumed  by  his  Majesty,  when  be  shoul^t 
have  the  good  fortune  to  recover  from  his  present  malady.' 

The  House  was  now  called  upon  to  devise  tbe  meana  of 
carryii^  on  the  business  of  the  State,  during  the  incapacity 
of  the  Sovereign ;  and  it,  therefore,  became  necessary  tocon^ 
sider,  what  were  the  functions  of  that  branch  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  it  then  became  their  duty  to  supply  ?  First, 
the  pitwer  of  making  peace  and  war  belonged  exclusively  to 
this  branch,  and  also  the  whole  internal  administration  of 
the  country,  which  was  to  be  carried  on  through  the  means 
of  responsible  persons.  The  only  means  by  which  govern- 
ment was  carried  on,  or  could  be  carried  on  in  the  imperfect 
state  of  human  nature,  was  by  assigning  punishment  far 
evil,  and  rewnnis  for  good.  While  this  was  the  acknow- 
]ei)<^rtl  principle  of  all  human  government,  was  he;  to  lie 
told,  that  without  diminbhing  the  task,  but  taking  away 
Fonie  of  the  means  toperform.it — without  curtailing  any 
thing  of  what  is  odious  in  the.  task  of  government,  biit 
abridging  much  of  (he  means  of  reward  for  meritorious  seN 
viccs—-with  leaving  ever}'  thing  that  must  be  painful  to  tbe 
governors,  and  taking  away  every  thing  that  could  sweeten 
I  he  exercise  of  powtT,  and  make  it  grateful  to  the  people*— 
n  inf»t  important  cliange  was  not  in  reality  made  ia  that 
branch  of  the  ccnstitutiuu  which  they  professed  tQupbold,iu 
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aH' those  poMiera  which  were  necessary  for  it  to  enjoy} 
Wodld  it  be  said  now,  or  wouH  it  be  said  by  his  rii^ht  ho* 
nDuiaUe  friend  (Mr.  Perceiral),.that  the  Executive  power  of 
the  country  possesses  at  the  present  time  too  much  in- 
fluence^ or  too  gre  it  means  of  rewarding  public  services  ?  If 
it  did  not  possess  too  mnch  of  either,  it  followed  that  what 
was  taken  away  fram  (he  Regent,  would  be  taken  away  from 
what  was  mcessaryfor  the  due  discharge  of  the  functions 
of  thfe  Executive  power.  He  conceived  that'his  riglit  hon. 
friend  had  not  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  times  fairly, 
when  he  merely  stated  that  the  year  1788  was  a  time  of 
peace,  and  that  this  was  a  time  of^ar;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  only  peculiar  powers  now  necessary  in  a  fuller 
degree  than  at  the  former  period,  were  those  powers  wliicJi 
related  to  war.  The  power  of  the  Executive  was,  however, 
muct).  increased,  by  its  being  ^nerally  consideral  as  tl)e 
ftiunlain  of  rewards  for  alt  public  services.*  It  was  not  so 
much  in  the  apfplying  the  proportioned  reward  to  every 
particular  case,  as  in  its  being  the  general  dispenser  of  re- 
wards, that  the  dignity  and  legitimate  influence  of  the  £xe* 
cutlve  consisted.  It  must  be  rer^ollected,  that  in  war  it  was 
not  only  necessary  to  have  large  fleets  and  armies,  biit  that 
in  ihe  various  operations  of  war  there  mu^  l)c  great  risks 
and  oftfn  great  failures.  Was  it  not  evident  that  those  cir- 
cumstances added  much  to  the  home  diOiculties  of  the  Go* 
vernment  ?  When  it  was  considered  to  what  discussions 
all  the  opemtions  of  the  war  gave  rise,  it  wiis  evident  that  a 
greater  acgree  of  influence  was  necessary  to  administer  the 
aflkits  of  the  Government  in  war  than  in  peace ;  and  yet 
although  we  were  in  a  state  where  greater  exertions  were  re- 
quired from  the  Government,  greater  impediments  were 
thrown  in  its  way,  and  increased  efforts  were  expected  from 
it,  although  its  powers  were  to  be  diminished.  His  right 
hon.  friend  appeared  to  him  in  other  respects  to  be  in  error, 
when  he  proposed  thie  precedent  of  J788  as  the  rule  by  which 
the  present  case  w:^  to  be  governed.  He  had  himself  found 
out,  that  this  precedent  would  not  exactly  suit,  and  he  had 
therefore  now  thought  it  right  to  propose  exceptions  to  the 
exceptions  which  were  raacie  in  1788.  Now,  to  the  parti- 
cular exceptions  which  he  had  proposed  lie  could  not  give 
bis  assent  :  it  appeared  to  him,  that  instead  of  being  neces- 
sary, tlivy  Would,  on  the  contrary,  be  highly  cii&^dvanta« 
ga)us.  (cri'es*of //ertr?  hear !  principally  Irom  the  Ministe- 
rial benches.)    He  trusted  that  wheu  he  had  explaincti  his 
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reasons' ibr  SO  thinking,  bis  opinion  would  not  ajppear  ^ex» 
traor^inary  as  genllenien  now  cousidefcU  iU  He  thought 
that  bis  opinions  of  (he  rewards  due  to  bi^h  miilitary  service 
were  so  well  known  in  tliat  House,  that  be  would  not  now  be 
accused  of  wishing  to  shut  the  rauks  of  U»e  peerage  ag»in4;t 
those  whose  distinguished  merit  bMd  earned  those  bottQurs. 
He  trusted  that  no  one  woi^ld  Ihiok  ofgiisworin^  himbjr 
saying,  "  What ! '  if  Lord  WelUngton,  lifter  baving  di^ 
^^  played  in  the  coarse  of  tbis  campaign  those  qnaUiifss 
^*  which  he  was  supposed  to  waiit,  should  ag^in  display 
^^  those  qualities  for  whicb  be  has  been  so  eminent,  anU 
**  gain  a  splendid  victory  over  the  French,  would  you  dony 
*^  him  the  l;onour  of  promotion  in  the  peerage?  Or  if  a 
^'  gallant  Admiral,  with  the  spirit  of  a  Nelson^  should  go 
^^  to  battle  determined  for  a  peerage  or  Westminster  Abbey, 
^'  would  you  shut  the  ranks  of  tlie  peerage  against  sa^  ii 
^'  man,  and  deprive  biro  of  the  honours  which  be  !h>  much 
^'  prized*  and  which  lie  had  dearly  won?''  He  trusted 
that  no  honourable  gentleman  would  think  that  sucbwas 
bis  feeling,  or  that  he  could  in  that  way  be  answered.  He 
wished  that  they  should  not  be  prevented  from  attaining  the 
honours  they  merited ;  but  ithe  way  in  which  he  wished 
them  to  attain  them,  was  by  things  remaining  in  the  present 
state  as  to  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  create  peofB*  He 
was  not  for  changing  the  present  system  in  the  first  place, and 
then  changing  it  back  again  to  meet  their  particular  case; 
he  was  not  for  first  undoing,  and  then  doing  again  some<r 
thing, which  bad  been  undone.  He  conceived,  that  even 
in  this  respect  the  limitation  of  tlie  power  would  strip  the 
prerogiitivc  of  the  Executive  of  one  half  of  its  yaluc.  The 
Talue  of  it  was  not  so  much  in  being  bound  to  assign  n  sti* 

Sulated  reward  for  a  stipulated  service,  but  it  consisted  in 
lat  grace  with  which  distinguished  services  to  the  country 
were  acknowledged  by  those  who  held  the  office  and  fane* 
tions  of  royalty.  The  rcwarcl  itself  wns  much  enhnneed  by 
the  feeling  which  bestowed  it,  and  '^  which  was  twice 
blessed,  in  blessing  him  who  gave  and  who  received."  The 
value  of  tlio  prerogative  would  in  this  case  be  muchclimi-* 
nislied,  if  it  were  said  that  the  Regent  must  herQ  act  strictly 
as  a  Trustee.  By  the  words  of  the  resolution,  the  Prince 
would  have  a  right  to  confer  the  peerage  on  any  person  who 
had  achieved  any  naval  or  miliUiry  services.  Those  words 
allowed  a  very  great  latitude.  Sometimes  in  war  victones 
Were  gained,  such  as  tliosc  formerly  obtained  by  a  Marlbo<; 
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r(K^0r  lb  Gagme,  which  itett  decisive  of  the*  &te  o£  a 
iv«r«'4  M  iOfber  times  great  leverses  might  besustaioed 
wkhottt  th^  least, fiiolt  in  the  commaoifers,;  bat,,  oq  the; 
ccmix^xy^  when  they  had  done  their  duties  to.tl^e  iitmo^^v 
The  generality,  however,  of  services  performed  were  in  .the<. 
middle,  between  the  two  extremes.     Most  of  the  services 
which,  had  been  performed,  were  of  a  nature  which  gave 
ri^  to  mere  difference  of  opinion.    £very  body  recollected^ 
that  even  the  glorious  battle  of  Talavera  gave  rise  to  much 
discussion  m  that  House ;  and  it  could  hardly  be  expected: 
that  Qxny.  other  would  be  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to  giivf^  rsse 
to  a  difference. of  opinion.    The  conduct  of  the  Ri^gent* 
would,  therefore,  jbe.at  all  times  severely  Questioned,  whether ' 
hegi^vetho  peerage  or  withheld  it.     He  could  point  out 
a^cSher  case,  where  the  restricting  the  R^ent  frotA  making 
pm:)s.  might  produce  a  serious  evU.    Suppose  his  Royal 
Highness  was  to  phoose  among  tb^  many  .eminent  person^  al 
tl|e-Barv  a  man  in  whom  be  had  full  confidence,  and  wished . 
to  ma^ie  his  CbnnceUor-r-now  although  the  I^rid  Cbaocenor, 
was. generally  nmle  Lord  Keeper,  and  a  Lord  of  Parlia-w 
iqeot;  yet,  if.it  happened  that  there, was  a  Chancellor, 
w^ipm  his  RojaL  Highness  could,  qot  make  a  peer,  bow 
c^ld  l;e  .presiide  iii  the  House  of  .Lords  as  Speaikeir  ?    H«  • 
must4)^,  as.muteas  th^  mace  on  their  table.    It  appeared, 
to^.l^tim,  tb^l  hy  ihos^  .restrictions,  a  broken  and  mangled 
ei^^utive.w%9  given  to  tbePriUce,  and pther  pemous. might 
in  effi;Qt  becom^  f  ^  viceroys  over  him.''   He  could  not  aUow 
t^t  A  lavish  use  had  ever  been  made,  at  least  while  he  was 
cpiuiected  with  the  Government,  of  the  power  of  making 
Iprds ;  and  he  doubted  very  much  whether  the  Hou^e  of 
I^ord^  now,  numerous  as  they  were  in  comparison  to  former 
times,  bore  now  a. greater  proportion  than  they  did  tl^en  to*, 
the  weight  and  influence  of  the  Commons  and  the  increased 
wealth  of  the  country.    He  would  not  allow  that  the  exceK 
leqce  of  the  constitution  did,  in  its  practice,  proceed  merely 
from  it^  checks  and  balances,  but  he  thought  it  w^s  greatly 
owing  to  the  influence  of  public  opinion.    As  to  great 
Offices  (he  believed  that  he  was  as  little  interested  in  any  change 
as  any  other  man  in  the  House),  he  supported  them,  as  he 
liad  oft^n  done,  bti  the  ground  of  their  being  the  means  of 
biMglPg  ipto.4he  service  of  the  country,  eminent  talents, 
th?ben^fit  of  which  -would  otherwise  be  lost.    He  saw  two. 
instances  of  the  advantage  of  places  for  life  on  the  bench 
upon  which  he  sat.     When  his  r^ht  honourable  friend 
,   Vol.  L— 1810.  gR 


(Mr.  FerO0rftI))\vii8  indaood  eoqtii<^a»|if0feMm^  to'tbe  Iteod 
o0ivliieli>he  mu0tb»ve  riBeiii  his^Mi^esty.ipwsbedstai  conAr 
upoa  Mnvone  06  tbote  oflfocv*  (tbs  Jm/diy  of  Laiicwter)^. 
but  tbo  intfnrrei^ncB'df '  Padlfifmnit  proventad  it.    He  aliovht  ' 
hm9eij^\xwppy9  indeed]  to  o<sRtributeb}r  biMototo^^esBnidititt  • 
fonaer  vote;  and  to  let  ttMtioflloe  nowgoitabifttrightboiu 
frifnd^fdF  ^vrirom  it'had*  been^  intended.    There  nms*  anothor^ 
remaiittible  instance^  in* the  pitmniiyeftr;o#'an'oiBc»'flnr<Hft(^ 
girenfer(rcward*of<piiblie«ervioev  (litMdliKfedto  Mir.  Ycyrke^' 
l^Utohip) :  vfbm  he  had't^M  suohstrikinj^tnBtanca  befom^ 
hm  o{>tfaB  maiinefikiR  ^bieh  those  ofBoes  niig>fatiproperljr  be* 
^en,  be  did  not  ^h  thatthe  power  of  calling  gfeattibili'' 
tieeinto  the publie semce^  or  of  rewaiding  the^excvciee*  ofV 
gleet  pMic  talents^  and  political  aftacbment)  even  ahboogb 
not^bearintf  the  stampof  pebKecemees^  sbmi4d  betewpenoM 
fdi^  a<  lengtti  of  ^  time*    He  oonld  not  conceive  ihtot  ify  evm 
^iMiMi  tbeighoitcet6p9€erof 'time  in  which  hhdHajefrp^'^'m- 
coverjrcoald  be  hoped,  an«  office  sboald' happen  tofatl  ts^ 
cBmij  wliidb>  might  enaMe'tlie*Prinee'tO'ii8waidithe4bng^peA 
litiBal«ltachaienlMidttbegvea^tftIen<^of  amirtionbtriMl*' 
yidiial  (Mr.  Gtanning  appeared  toallude  to^Mh  Sheridan)^ 
tbat  tiie'coastitation'womd  theiebjr  be  diWraoeds^oranj^  bar 
Uvthe  fiiU  reeumptioQoC^power  on  hk  ^lajeitJp'l^  reoowryv 
If  the  Rugeacy  lasted  for  a  tmlvie^menttr)  the  probabiliYV' 
ivae^  that  not  above*  one  or -ttrooftheBoofllces' would  fdlt- 
yaeantin  that  tim&s  and  wIid  wa»  tke«  indif<dlia( '  upon 
wiiomisuefat  an  office  coold  ftU»  that  oonld  ptettmd  to  sef* 
bimiclf '  np'  as  a-  hairier  against  the  King's  rcsttnitnar  bit-' 

Eiower;?    The  enppoeition  of  sndi'ao  eSect  being  produced 
ysnchia-caiue,  appeared  to^him  ridiculMs' in  thehigbeit^ 
de|^see«    Thewi  powers  that' wete*  to  be*  withheld  fton  the^ 
Brinoei'  were  described*  with < a* strange  incoitsislen<7i  as'Verf 
slipong  4o  do- mischief,  but  very  weak- and  unnecessaryfrnr' 
the-  support  of  hie  own  goTernment«    They  wore  to  be' 
jpewcrHi(i  enoiigbtO' endonger  the>  wholo'of  the  ESxecutiVe^ 
govemmeot,  if  abused';  and'yetit  was  said  tbev  were  liot/ 
necessary  toetrengthen  that  of  the  Regent    Could  any  4B8r^ 
seriously  beiiev^»  that  all  the  chances  which  coulS  ttdteplaos^' 
in  a  year,  of  oflices  fbn  liib  falling  vacant  (for  it  must  be* 
reooUeeted,  that  they  muet  fall  vacant  before  tbey  are  given 
away),  or  even  all  the  abuses  which  could, take  plabe  i||a 
yeai\  would  be  abici  to  foKify  the  govertiraeflft  of  the  Regent: 
jn  that  time^BO  a»>  to- prevent  bis  Mt^jesly  t^sittming*  hfai: 
.^powtfi  iu  case^.  of  a  recovery  ?  •  Among-  tbe  varidus<abUde9* 
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^hioh  aie  mmftionediiKoiiriiislQrjr^  jone^lf  tfae^graatott^ms 
tlbU  which  iwas  'dene  tin  ftke  xAiga  of  Qneeii  Aiine,  'bgrbi 
Toqriedmini^tiationytinlthe<ftppoiutiiiait  offtwtsI«e  "penB  uva 
ffii^ieidfty*  wkicli  ^iwe  aiougoiity  itnfthe  House  dT  Lofd^. 
3nie*iiflditmief  «tweliR  piMiQ  wlieo  rihe  whole  numter  m%a 
Imt  jBQO  mas  of  some  effint;  :bat  nosr  that  ibey*  me  969, 
the  additioii  of  even  itivoliAe  peer8)in  a  year  twoald  not 4ie  4tt 
•U  declishee  as  io^omgority.    It  wm  ftlniost  inpiRisible^ 
the  wildest  imaginalion  ito  coneem  it  iptlhin  m  vange  ^f 
•probadbilitgr,  that  ifhe  poiwer  tif  makiRfff  tpeen  would,  in<a 
istngle  year,  he  so  slbused^  m  Aat  the  iiewly  'Otwfed  'piieiins 
should  dbe  floffioient  io  decide  a  iniagortty  4a  ttatHoi^^    Hfs 
ti^  hon.  friend  (Mr.  tPeroeval)  mid;  that  he  proposad 
^eae  restrictions,  jiecause  •thc^  had  •been  wofxiSQd  in  198$, 
jKoWyiflsitatton  was  of  two  kinds;  "first,  ihefe  was  one  sett 
#f  imitaiidn  (which  *seizod  an  tihe  priaoiple  and  4he  apirit^Df 
a  precedent,  and  applied  them  to  the  case ;  ^aecondly,  fihttte 
was  {another  «ort  of  imitaiiton,  in  which  tUe«dr^  letter  of  tile 
neoedent  was  tafcen^  however  inapplicable  m  the  spii4L 
a?he  vtght  iiononrable  geatleman  4ims(5lf  found,  that  Ae 
pveoedent  tif  1788  did  iieA  fit  the  fivesent  case ;  and  he  was 
obliged  to  tiut  it,  and  clip  4t,  to  try  to  ^oke  it  fit.    tte 
coaceiFed,  that  iie  paid  as  tuach  respect  as  any  fnan  ^Kd  to 
itbe  authority  of  the  great  man   ( Mr.  Pitt)  w^ho  was  the 
aathor  of  l^he  precedent.    The  restrictions  whidi  were  pf«)« 
pesed  in  1788,  were  proper  for  the  circumstanoes  <of  Ibat 
tine,  which  was  a  period  of  pinfoand  peace ;  biit  it  by  no 
jneaas  ftillawed,  nor  did  he  think  that  they  were  proper  i6v 
or  snilable  to  1  he  existing  circa mstatioes.    If  in  fkct  fbose 
poweis  which  it  was  proposed  to  withhold  from  the  Regeift, 
fcoald  hy  their  abuse  4ie  prodnotive  of  such  great  iuooti-- 
tcnienoe,  and  yet  hy  tbeor  proper  «xerci^  be  prodtfctive  of 
so  little  good,  as  to  say  that  the  Exec^itite  go^^ernmelit 
mighty  on  as  welt  without  them,  this  worutd  be  on  argu- 
flOSBt  foriAioiisUng  alftogother  this  branch  of  the  Royal  pi«- 
aogotiael    A  power  that  can  <lo  a  great  Aeai  of  mischief, 
birt  Uttie  or  no  good,   ought  not  to  be  preserved.     As 
,  to  the  idea  of  any  opposition  beiiig  likely  to  be  made  to 
his  Majesty  resuming  his  power,  he  tlioaght  it  absard  in  the 
highest  di^ee.    if  -he  ooald  conceive,  that  such  an  idea 
ooald  enter  into  the  heart  ,or  mind  trf  anr  man,  from  that 
'  man  indeed  be  would    wish  to   withhold  all  powei^he 
.ifbuld  not  arm  him  even  with  *^  a  pigmy  stmw.*'    tie 
coirid  not  conceive  it  possible,  that  any  indivMoal  what- 
ever, meiely  from  calculations  of   personal   advantagei^. 
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would  oppose  the  King's  retuin  to  power,    should   bU 

liealth  be   again  mtorra.    There  were  difficulties  wbi<ih 

roused  men  to  greater  exertions ;  but  it  really  appeared  to  . 

him,  that  the  aifficuUies  imposed  upon  the  government  of 

the  Regent,  were  quite  too  great  to  be  consistent  with  the 

public  good.    It  must  haye  i^reat  difficulties  to  encounter 

from  its  temporary  nature.    iThe  same  degree  of  attachment 

could  hardly  be  expected  to  a  temporary  and  fugitive 

government,  which  accident  might  dissolve  in  a  day,  as  to 

the  more  permanent  governments  which  are  established  by 

the  Sovereign  himself.    He  did  not  think  this  was  a  time  in 

which  the  Executive  government  would  bear  to  be  crippled ; 

'  and    tlie  reasons  which  were  offered  for  so  maiming  its 

jiowcrs,  produced  no  conviction  in  his  mind.    On  the  last 

resolution,  his  right  hon.  friend  had  expressed  a  wish  that 

there  should  be  no  discussion  this  night,  and  therefor^  he 

should  not  go  at  much  length  into  that  topic*    He  must, 

however,  oteerve,  that  as  to  the  custody  of  the  Royal 

person,  it  was  clear  from  every  analogy,  and  from  the 

feelings  pf  nature,  that  it  ought  to  be  given^  to  the  Queen  ; 

but  as  to  the  household,  be  would  much  rather  attach  a 

large  portion  of  them  permanently  to  the  service  of  the 

King,  than  have  them  all  attached  to  him  for  the  limrted 

period  mentioned  in  the  proposed  restrictions.    He  would 

rather  preserve  the  splendid  condition  pf  bis  Majesty's 

household  during  the  wbcrie  term  of  his  natural  life,  than 

appoint  any  other  person  upon  whom  they  were  to  be 

dependent.    The  Bill,  in  its  preamble,  beean  by  stating 

the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  acknowledged  incaipaciiy 

of  the  Sovereign  ;  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  the  next  sentence 

state  a  time,  after  which  there  was  to  be  no  hope  of  his 

Majesty's  recovery.    He  felt  most  unwilling  to  anticipate 

the  period  aAer  which  he  must  not  be  allowed  to  hope.    He 

did  not  see  any  thing  in  the  evidence  which  justifieu  him  in 

considering,  that  after  the  space  of  six  or  twelve  months, 

the  recovery  of  his  Majesty  would  be  absolutely  bopelen. 

He  did  not  wish  to  act  on  a  contracted  or  niggardly  scale, 

in  any  thing  which  regarded  the  splendour  of  his  Majesty, 

or  the  Executive  government;  but  as  far  as  respected  the 

patronage  of  the  Household  and  Lords  of  the  Bed*chamber, 

ne  did  not  think  that  patronage  which  was  withheld  from 

the  Regent,  ought  to  be  given  to  any  one  else.    If  the 

liOrds  of  the  Sed-chamber  could  be  continued  in  Ufeir 

.  ftations,  absolutely  free  from  any  influence  whatever  during 
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tbe  poriod  of  the  R^eii<7-— this  would  be,  in  his  'epinion, 
a  great  good.  He  a^iml  vfiih  an  bon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Lambe)  (bnt  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  set  up  a  new 
political  influence,  out  of  that  share  of  the  Royal  influence 
which  had  always  before  been  joined  16  the  Executive 
power.  He  would  much  ratlier  the  Lords  of  the  Bed- 
chamber had  Ihetr  prices  durinir  life,  than  that  somebody 
else  should  obtain  a  political  influence  over  them.  What- 
juver  splendour  was  becominic  bis  Majesty's  situation,  he 
wishecf  him  to  be  surrounded  with.  He  wished  that  the 
country  should  seem  to  treasure  him  up  as  a  thing  on  whicli 
they  built  great  hopes  for  future  years— that  he  should  n6t 
appear  immured,  but  enshrined  in  their  grateful  recollebtion 
and  loyal  attachment.  Upon  the  best  view  of  the  case 
which  he  was  enabled  to  take,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
limitations,  in  point  of  time,  were  so  far  from  being  Hkely 

.  to  produce  advantage,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
produce  very  great  disadvantage.  Neither  could  he  see 
any  danger  in  the  power  being  given  to  the  Regent  of 
creating  peers,  or  filling  up  vacant  offices.  There  waa 
nothing,  however,  which  had  been  proposed  to  which  he 
felt  stronger  objections,  than  to  committing  to  any  one  ehe 

.  that  patronnge  over  the  household,  which  it  was  proposed 
to  deny  to  th*^  Regent.  •      ^ 

Mr,  MaUhew  Montague  observed,  that  the  arguniento 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  applied 
equally  well  to  tbe  propositions  of  his  friend  (Mr.  ritt) 
submitted  to  the  two  Houses  in  1788;  and  yet  he  had 
always  understood  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad 

*  approved  of  those  propositions.     The  object  of  Mr.  Pitt 

»  was  to  facilitate  the  resumption  of  the  exercise  of  the  Toyal 
functions  by  his  Majesty  when  he  should  recover;  and  if 

I  Mr.  Kit  for  that  purpose  in  1788  proposed  restrictions 
upon  tbe  Regent,  tor  a  longer  period  of  time,  why  should 
the^  QO.W  refuse  io  agree  to  similar  restrictions  for  a  shorter 
period  ?    The  wliole  of  the  speech  of  the  right  honourable 

I'gBntlemiau,  and  th^t  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
'other .Side  (Mr.  Lambe),  to  whose  ability  he  paid  a  sincere 
Mbute  .of  applause,    went  upon  the  giround,  that  these 

.  restrictions  were  to  be  imposed  on  the  real  possessor  of  the 

.  Crown,  and  not  upon  a  trustee.  But  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Perceval)  had  proceeded  upon  tne  atitluirity  of 
the  great  man,  who  in  1788  took  care  that  the  legitimate 
possessor  of  ifae  Cipwa  should  upon  bis  recovery  be  enabled^ 


mUxmf  •iVfBci^fyy  *to  wsiiom  ^he  ^rajrul  iiiiiQtioos,  tiitin* 
ivnipllflmd  !^^  B^J  itbiiig  Ihat  could  subject  bini  to  dkad* 
'm0ifLSt  in  4ue  ooiefcifle  of  Ihem  in  tfntuie.    Tbis  >be  tbaiif|ht 

•4iietCiiK]|per  course}  but  be  .diaokiitted  alliifmdious  alluM^i 

/49  4be  »pei90Q  of  bis  rojal  bigbnesB  the  K«iiice  of  Wales. 

■ST'be  lHRioittable;gentIeiiiaii  oppositeihad  aninad verted  upon 
<4ie:afl9eitioft  of  liis^  right  honourable /rieud,  that  tbe  throae 

mas  fully  miA  had«ob8emd9ihBt  tbe  Aoyal  authocity  oouki 
4BiT]gr  jbe.said  to  be  in  activity  at  :pre8ent  to  an  extent)  wbioh 
Jke  iUttstoHed  >by»a  reference  to  4be  fonoiious  performed  bjr 
Abe  ibody  in  ^leep,  hot  ihat  it  was  extinct  as  lo  all  the  other 
|»oirerB.  But  he  ^ould  again  ask,  .whether  this  aiguoMnt . 
4id  4K»t^  to  oonsider  ibe  Regent,  not  as  a  tr^istee,  tool  as 
ji  Jcing  ?    It  was  necessary  to  ipreser^e  the  powers  of  tb€ 

« jKing  fin  sholi  a  icondition,  that  be  jn-ight,  when  the  sun 
mase,  A  %ttK  iby  which  bb  lecovery  had  beeu  beautifully 
lilnttrqited^  jresunoe  ibeir  egi^tcise  without  embaortassBient. 
Mmy  AKire  nr^inents  might  be  .urged  in  favour  ajS  (the 
f>la9«adaptod  by  liis  riglit  honourable  friend  the  GhanoeUor 

f  p(  tjbe  £!icheq.utf ;  but  he  would  leave  it  :to  .the  House,  in  its 
mmimDi  <togive  tbesi  4heir  due  weighty  wUhoot  trespsBsing 
tvpon  ibeir  patieaoc  any  longer. 

Lard  Cudleroagk  bcgaai  by  observing,  that  on  a  question 
of  this  vital  iroiiorlanoe,  he*was  of  opinion  that  ^is  Ma- 

!  goitff  *s  Ministers  had  wist^y  decided  in  ibtmding  themselves 
4ip9Q  ilie  praoadeat  of  1788,  and  iopmsidemg  it  as  their  «duiy 
10  proiride  for  ithe  tern  porary  cxencise  of  die  £c^y al  autborky^ 
^iftjast  JbD  the  DesatricCions  which  they  Imd  now  piopeaBd  tor 
^  adopttioo  «f  P«riianient.  Tiie  precedeat  of  1788,  ^e 
anoinliined,  was  in  perfect  compliaace  with  the  sowdaBt 
sfiaoiilleB  of  the  Constilntion ;  aiwl  if  a  different  pvecedeDt 
mui  IbcD  iiBfln  estaUisbed,  his  lordship  would  now  iwve 
Imii  for  rcadading  it,  on  account  of  the  diffionhy  to  which 
Ihe  iwo  Bouass  woald  beredoced  by  its  cfpecation  ismatiag 
jpiDVasion  for  tfae  defect  that  might  at  any  Miico  p^eiod 
anwlt  Anm  m  oahutoity  of  ti|is  nature. 

Theflie  wens  Iwo  views,  his  lordship  added,  im  wshsQh 
Ibis  qnestkHl  snigfat  be  considerad-^lat.  With  n^gaiA'4o 
4dK  opeiation  of  the  restrietiom  an  wmkamg  ike  mren* 
neat ;  and  fldly,  With  sespect  to  the  «ngiaciaM  wtrnsi 
nf  ^be  •aJiiridtial  who,  as  ail  admitted,  ou|^  to  be  &egeitt, 
and  whose  motives  and  coodttct  had  commanded  an  nnani- 

•  snawB  Isibuie  of  just  applanse.     As  to  the  latter  point,  he 

^abdamd  Ihpt  no  diatcustfsf  his  lOfal  higbooB  thel'rinoe  pf 
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Wales  had  e¥er  entered 'into  bts'coRtmipliitiillr:.  on  dfT^miP'' 
trarjr,  he  ixKiS'  ready--  to  be  rebpcmsibie^.aribrfli^dn&'oDflrlit 
Haswer  for  another,  that,  if  il-  werfr  eonststeiit  tritfai'ttRf ' 
pablic  inteie»t  taconfer  the  power  of  tlio  Ciowm  opoir  hidK* 
during!  the  illness  of  his  fatb^r,  witUout  airpntttfiotmu  thit^ 
power  would  be  exercijed'  in  the  most  pumper  and'teaa^mttr 
ntemer.    Nor  had  her  the  leastsmrpioion  that  thfOsytlMMfi 
he  might  honour  whh  lii8<oonrfidence  woald  btrat  alSdispeisddf  * 
to  abase  the  trust*  If,.tlieny  Die  only  (}iiestian:had  been  as'ltf'' 
thed^eeof  confidenoefit  to  be  reposed  m  the  individual^  tasi 
Wbttld  Imve  no  hesitation,  ia  sa|fin^,  that  ii»  restrictiiNaif 
upon-  the  exercise  ot  the  Rojal  fonctions^^  in'  tfao  httiidy- 
of'tlie  R^nt  need  be  imposed  by  the- Failiamttit^r^  Btit- 
as  the  renieaentative  of  the  people,  and  aoting'  ttele  lit^  ' 
has  constitaenfe,  it  was  nor  for  him  to  nepass^  MffOMffl  '■ 
.coBfideno«i     If  his  Ro/al    Hf^hness'  himsdf  wUmkI  ia^> 
bd'  free  from  restrictioBs,  it  could  orriy  be  withr'ar'vfew  te^ 
shew,  how  tempemtelj  he  woeU  exeroise'tbe  pdwmrelf^ ' 
trasted  to  him,  aiid  how  well  worthy  he' was  of'tteetfii-t" 
fidenceof  Parliament.  But  it  was  impossible  topbiee  itt»6fii^ 
hands  an'  unrestricted  authority  upon  miy  gr&nd^tifwil^*, 
fidencpi  without  rendering  the  point  of  personal  oanftdeAt^^^ 
M*  object  of  discussion  onenrry  fature  occasion  ttect  mi^r|n^' 
requite  ai  similar  interforem^  of  the  two  Houses^ efBSit|{a«-' 
laent*    Unless  it  was  to  be  regarded' as  a'settied  cMf«lllu<' 
ttonal maxim* that  the  Roynl  fanctionsrcould  never  beesofitc* 

pised  by  any  except  the  actual  Sovereign  MrithoutMstrictidUv"' 
even  for  the  shortest  period,  he  begged  the  Heuse'tO'coti- 
skier  to  what  a  dreadful  dilenim'a  they  would  teduee  fotuw^ 
Ihriiaments?    Unless  they  regiarded  this  as  th^  fixed' rute;  ^^ 
and  acted'upon  it  as  such,  they  would  pioceed  conthiryno^' 
only  to  the  preoedent  of  1788«  but  also  to  tho  wbolo  ooatas* ' 
pf  paorliaineDtary  practice  from  thcf  enrKcst  times,  with  the: 
exception  of  the  usurped*  power  of  Richard  tfae'^IIId^  and^f 
the*  AoteetcHate  of  the  Duke  of' Somerset  in  the  miiioritjitHi^^t 
Edward  the  Y It  fa .     £xoept  in  these  instances  the  Regmcy^* 
bad  never  been*  conferred  witliout  restrictions.    If  they '* 
should  agree  to  commil^'the  Royal  authority  entiid  into  the>:* 
bands  oAhe'  Re^nt>  it  could  never  afterward^  be'Withhd4^' 
under-  similar  circumstilnces,  witlioutra  cenfbssion  of  tbe^i 
peisomi' incapacity  of  the  individual  to  exercise  it.    How,'  • 
then,  would  Pbiikment  be  able  to  conduct  itself  when  the 
questiou  should-  ililhi^  manner  be  placed  on  tb^  footing-bf* 
Pfrsonai'  distiBCtiM  ?r-tfae  question  arising^  too  inube  oasr^ 
of  the  next  heir  to  the  Crowur^the  King's  son  or  heir 
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apparent !  He  hoped  he  should  not  be  so  far  miscoaslrued 
a^  to  be  underetood  to  say,  that  there  was  the  smollest  reason 
for  distrust  in  this  instanoe-^if  he  0[>uld  act  merely  upon 
his  own  personal  wishes  abstracted  from  a  re^rd  to  the 
constitutional  principle,  he  should  be  disposed  to  dispense 
with  all  rcstriclion ;  but  he  could  not  give  up  the  restrictions 
In  the  present  case,  without  abandoning  bis  constitutional 
duty,  and  fixing  a  stigma  upon  future  Parliaments,  who 
might  find  it  expedient  to  restrain  the  tndividuai  on  whom 
it  might  be  proposed  to  impose  that  restraint.  He  appre- 
hended that  in  no  case  had  the  Regency  been  ever  granted 
without  restrictions,  except  as  above  stated.  Not  only  in 
cases  o£  infancy,  but  even  in  the  absence  of  the  Sovereign, 
some  of  the  Royal  powers  were  withheld,  and  the  consent  of 
the  absent  King  was  necessary  to  the  validity  of  certain  acts 
of  the  Executive  authority.  His  lordship  adduced,  in  favour 
of  his  arguroent^n  tliis  point,  the  instance  of  the  absence  of 
George  the  IInd,^and  adverted  also  to  the  case  of  the  5th 
of  his  present  Majesty,  when  the  Regent  was  not  only  to  be 
limited,  but  to  be  under  the  obligation  of  acting  with  a 
council  appointed  by  Parliament.  In  the  case  of  the  infancy 
of  Henry,  the  y I th,  the  whole  of  the  Executive  authority 
was  not  even  vested  in  the  Regent  and  Council,  for  he  found 
that  only  one  peerage  was  conferred  by  them,  and  that  was 
by  message  from  the  Regent  and  Council  to  Parliament,  to 
remove  the  restrictions  by  an  act,  as  far  as  respected  the  < 
single  instance  of  Sir  John  Cornwall. 

.  It  did  appear  to  him  that  nothing  injurious  to  the  effi- 
cacious government  of  the  country  would  result  from 
these  restrictions ;  for  under  the  circumstances  he  had 
lio  doubt  the  Regent  himself  would  act  with  a  regard  to 
these  restraints,  though  not  imposed  by  Parliament.  And 
if  he  were  the  Regent's  Minisler,  he  should,  from  a  sense  of 
propriety,,  refrain  from  the  eTJK^ise'ofsuch  powers  as  it  was 
proposed  to  refuse.  The  restrictioi)^;^  therefore,  would  produce 
so  weakness :  on  the  contrary,  the  goveifnment  would  be  em- 
Jbarrassed  under  the  circumstances,  by  the  very  want  of  this  re- 
straint. If  the  Regent  possessed  the  power,  iltnigUt;  appear 
tmgracioos  not  to  use  it,  and  this  would  be  a^^atlrtf|*bf  weak* 
ness.  The  Minbter  would  be  considered  as  weak  in  the  con* 
fidence  of  his  Master,  if  peerages  and  other  favours  were  not 
granted  at  his  recommendation :  and  through  this  opinioa 
of  the  Minister,  the  general  frame  of  the  government  would 
be  weakened.    He  would  not,  boweverj  restrict  the  granting 
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of  peerages  for  uy  gi&A  nmnber  of  years.  If  the  iOiMi  of 
the  King  should  lie  long  pioCncted,  if  his  focoTeiy  becme 
hopekas,  the  gotemineBt  ansl  be  njtadersd  complddjr 
eflectiTe ;  iMit  he  was  cmsiaced  thai  mtrictioiis  ought  to 
be  imposed,  at  least  for  a  limited  tiaiei  when  it  was  known, 
from  bis  tbiee  former  iHnmws,  that  his  BIajeity*s  mahuly 
was  not  Kkei  V  to  be  of  lonj^  dontioB. 

Such  wM  his  general  new  as  to  the  rastrictaons,  and  the 
light  in  which  he  irasnlsd  the  granting  of  peerages  amlisd 
to  the  other  points.  But  the  great  obje^  was  to  eitaMm  the 
constitutional  maxim  so  as  to  pvMi-oflkt  of  the  power  of  any 
individual  to  embarram  the  opira^Mi  of  the  Exeentife 
government  when  mtoml  after  a  catenity  like  the  premnt. 
The  argument  of  his  right  hoaottraMefriend  was,  not  that 
restraints  ought  to  be  imposed  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
iecuring  the  restoratioB  ofthe  Royal  authority  to  the  King 
on  his  lecovery,  for  on  that  point  aU  were  agreed,  but  that 
the  trustee  ought  to  be  lestricted  in  such  way  as  to  secure  the 
resf  oration  of  the  Royal  power  in  sudi  aconditioiiB|to  leafo 
the  exercise  of  it  free  ana  unembarrassed  in  tbte  hainof  the 
recovered  Monarch.  On  these  erounds  he  argued  that  the 
Regent  oug^ht  to  be  restrained  both  as  to  the  gjnmting  of 
peerages,  and  as  to  the  patronue  of  the  Crown.  He  was 
rarfirom  distrusting  his  Royal  HiBhness;  on  the  contrary, 
his  peraonal  feelings  would  lead  him  to  dispense  with  all 
restriction.  But  heie  he  must  act  for  the  public,  and  not 
for  himself.  As  a  member  of  parliament,  he  mdst  consult 
the  interests  of  his  country,  and  not  his  own  personal  feel* 
bigs.  It  was  his  duty  to  take  caie  tibat  no  mischievous  pre* 
cedent  should  be  established— that  no  peiaooal  coofidmM 
should  be  reposed,  that  might  fetter  foture  Parliaments  in  thq 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  and  affix  a  stigma  on  fiitura 
Remits. 

flaying  thus  stated  his .  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the 
rertrictions,  he  wished  to  ray  a  few  words  with  respect  to  the 
Kin^s  household.  This  stood  on  a  footing  entirely  dif* 
fereiit  from  the  restrictions,  as,  whaterer  might  be  the  df 
cision  on  thiU head,  it  would  not  aflect  theirovemment to 
be  aiterwards  exercised  by  hb  Majesty.  This,  therefore, 
was  a  question  subject  to  other  considerations.  If  the  matter 
merriy  rested  on  the  comfort  of  his  Majesty,  nobody  would 
^  fikrther  than  he  would  do  in  evincing  his  respect  and  af» 
lection  for  his  Sovereign.  Whatever  arrangement  should 
be  mmle«  tiie  Queen  must  be  enabled  to  administer  the 
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estaUiilunent  ftboot  liis  Majesty's  ptfV|P>  and  to  liave  iiie 
ateolatfe  and  complete  comtrcNii  oimt  it.  But)  in  u  epn^itu- 
taonal  point  of  rwfty  tke  pracedeBt  of  1788  was  GiuUv  ia 
ibis  rvpcct,  as  it  'nils  not  necessary  to  safNimte  the  splendour 
tf  Royalty  fron^  the  -Royal. authorit;^.  This  hiul  only  a 
t^endeacy  to  weaken  the  ifpoTemoifiat,  without  any  adequate 
object.  The  splendour  of  the  Jiouadioid  constituted  part  of 
the  palronageand  inflnenee  of  the  Crown ;  and  if  withdrawn, 
the  government  moat  be  proportionably  woakencd-r-^nd 
moon  «Miie  weakened,  by  the  infineoceof  thehousebbkl 
ahonid  it  be  exercised  in  opposttian^to the  guyemment  If 
the  Regents  household  ana  iais.Maje8ty^s  should  be  opposed 
to  each  otbert  the  power  which  wooid  otherwise  arisi^  from 
tbisBource  of  splendour  «nd  patronaj^  would  be  annihilated* 
while  &  great  expence  woold  bo  entailed  on  the  count ry, 
Ifriihout  any  necessity  to  jostify  it.  it  was  desirable,  that 
the  Regent  shottid  exerpise  the  power  of  the  Crown  with  as 
much  of  its  sploidour  as  possible^  independent  of  his  perspnpl 
consideiration.  He  was  averse  to  a  compctitiqii  Mw^^n 
the  power  of  the  Kind's  household  and  that  of  the  R^en^. 
The' eaoeieise  of  tlw  £xecutive  power  ought,  a$  muaii  as 
dreunistances  would  admits  to  lie  aocompanied  with  ils 
imposing  spieodouc.  His  loidship  next  stated,  tJi^t  he  was 
averse  io  the  limitation,  in  point  of  time^  as  ikr  aa  the 
arrangement  of  the  household  was  corioerned.  It  was 
higiily  desirabie  that  an  arrangement  should  at  onoebe 
formed,  to  continuer  during  the  wImiIq  dnmtipii  of.hui 
Majesty's  malady*  He  should  be  sorr^  if  the  arraogomenl 
were  such  as  to  bring  the .jquesttonaj^i^itt  before  Parliacnent 
t-okflding,  as  it  must  do,  to.  another  discussion  on  /Ihesubject 
of  theiiegenoy.  That  part  of  Die  household  most  calculated 
to  givesplendour  tx).the  Grown,  he  thought  might  with  pro-, 
priety  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Regent,  that  he  mij^ht 
administer  his  Father's  authority  with  the  maguificeitce 
which  bdonged  to  it.  This  partof  th(i  household  might 
easily  be  dispensed  with  by  bis  Queen,  as  it  could  be  ofnp 
use  to  his  Majesty  in  his  present  situation.  Uc  was  thep.  dis- 
posed to  support  the  restrictions,  and  the  Uoiitations  in  poiiit 
of  time.  The  houseliold  was  a  subordinate  cqusid^^ration— 
but  be  wbhcd  that  tlie  arrangement  on  that  point  should  be 
rendered  as  permanent  as  tiie  malady,  in  .the  first  institnoe, 
and  that  part  of  the  household  shoukl  go  to  the  ft^geat. 
He  wished  that  Uis  government  should  be  as  strong  as  the 
coDstitutiofui)  principle  and.ihp  presc^ryatiou  p/ihfSYJ^tn 
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of  \he  Grcmn  conW  possibly  admif— tteit  hi*  fttfthoritjr 
ihonld  bd  excr6»cd  wiffc-  RdytA  splchdortr— and  that  rtwl 
restrictions  iipdrr  him  should  otitjr  be  such  as  trere  absolutely 
nectrssary.  Th6  Excco^ive  aulhorHy  ^ould  thus  bfe  pwv- 
served  for  bis  Majesty,  aMid  ofc  his  redvrery  restored  as  full 
and  perfect  in  every  re^if^iect  as  th6  nature  of  the  caMafty 
"would  permit. ' 

Lord  Kendnglm  said,   on   toristttiiitional  gfdcsiftls  hi^ 
mtist  support  the  nmendni^t  of  thf^'  hotlourable  g^Atlemart 
(ATi^.  Lnmbe),  ihthkiog,  as  h^  c^irf,  that  the  firopobttion  cfi  the 
right  honourable  gentleman '(Mr.  Percc?val>  watf  tWe  rtlost 
monstrous  wliidh  hM  ever  l^h  submitted  to  iKat  Houses 
In  on«5  6f  thfr  resolutions  lately   p*9«d  by  the  Hoose^ 
Ihey  had  declared  it  to  bfe  thdfr  boandch  dnt!y  to  mstfih^ 
tnin   the   Roj^I   (Authority  efitire.      Ye«,  :^\\BJt  did  fh^ 
propofitton  now  submitt^^by  the  tiglit  bonottrabte  gentle^ 
man  aitooufit  to^  but  to  dilf^e^bei' H,  and  parcel  it  out? 
The  ConstitufioQ  gave  to  tht}  Kin^  c^ltaln  pftfrogativM, 
to  sut)i)6rt  the  authority  of  the  Cfo^A  \    the  Bouse  of 
Pieers  tikd  abo  certaiiii  rights  and  privileg(»;  and  to  this 
House  tb^e  were  als6  committed  oertairt  pritilc^eii^-^^n 
of  tbcsej  however,  brfftg  to  be  Used  for  the  people.    He  now, 
therefore,  put  ii  to  the  House,  wh^tlicr  it  was  becoming* 
that  at  a  period  whM  the  Kirig  had  been  attacked  by  one 
'f9f  flitf  grnife^t  calamitiesr  whidh  coukt  poisiMy  Atfsait  a 
tiuman  wing,  they  sho<i)d  avail  themselves  of  such    a 
Ihofn^nf ,  to  attack  the  Gt-own  ?     He  confessed^  he  lAoald 
least  have  expected  ^uch  ah  att€fro()f  from  the  rij^lit  hon\. 
'gdhtlemafi  o|)posite.    If  Wshi  dsingerous  to  change  the  King ;  * 
belt,  in  hti  oplnionVit  ^tts  inmittfly  liioiiE^  dangerous  to 
attack  the  Kingly  oftce.    The  hoil.  gebttetfian  wlio  ftpotoe 
lest,  had  said,  thfit  the  Hpuie  W6r^  Ao<  to  pttfvide  for  aiiy 
long  suspension  of  the  kin^y  poweh     In  his  opinion, 
however,  there  "Wa^  nothing  xH  the  Elamindtion  of  the 
Physician^  to  tirdtrant  such  an  aissertion;  tiol  oheof  thetti 
having  named  a  period  at  which  the  recdVdry  of  his  Majesty 
might  i^sonably  be  ealdiilaMi  oh*      EVcA.  if  they  liad 
^p^lfiM  to'nt^  period'  f6r  this  eveiit  occurring)  he  could  not 
hate  placed  much  reliance  upon  ii'j   ni^ical  .predictions 
being  at  the  best  extremely  iHllaCiotisi,  patticulariy  iiir  such  a 
mf^Af  ^  mx  iim  Whtbh  hts  Mn^y  ^s  n6w  anfor- 
{fiildt^ly  ll^^f^d.     The' rii^ht  honourable  g^Mleman  (I^r« 
6etal)  had  adtiiitted  that  if  fi  sp^c^y  t^cdVery  did  hot  take 
iplae^,  it  wotikl  be  improper  that  tho  if!6sl«)cii«fas  ^hoiukl  be 
continue.     In    bis  (Lord   Kensington's)   opinion,    they 
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were  proper  at  no  time.  The  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last 
bad  arfoed  on  precedieiita.  He,  on  the  contrary*  contended 
that  at  no  time  had  tl%  kingly  office  been  curtailed.  Regents 
had  been  appointed  irith  Councib^  but  no  limitations  bad 
ever  been  imposed  on  what  pertained  to  the  exercise  of  the 
kingly  office.  He  also  contended,  that  there  could  no  in- 
stance be  shewn  where  any  penmn  t>ut  the  heir  apparent  bad 
been  appointed  R»Mit,  where  snch  heir  apparent  was  of 
age ;  and  if  so»  and  tiuHie  was  no  instance  of  precedent  for 
curtailing  the  exercise  of  tJie  Ung)y  ^office^  be  asked,  why 
idiould  snch  a  prooeedine  he  adopted  here  ?  Was  it  be* 
cause  hb  Rojal  Highness  s  conduct  both  towards  his'fatbcf 
and  towards  the  oountrv  hi|d  been  such  as  to  i>n>cure  him 
not  only  the  love  and  affiNrtion  of  all  the  people  of  these 
kittgjdoms^  but  also  the  admiration  of  aU  Europe  ?  Was  it 
because  we  were  now  reduced  to  a  state  the  most  distressing 
and  untoward  in  which  the  country  had  ever  been  phced  ? 
The  proceeding  in  the  yean  1788-9,  he  considered  the 
greatest  political  error  into  which  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  he  con^ 
sidered  a  great  man,  had  ever  fiiUen,  and  he  wished  the  whole 
prooccding  were  oUiterated  from  the  journals.  It  had  been 
argoed  on  tii{  other  side,  that  the  Rqgest  might  yiohite  the 
trust  reposedtfi-him.  It  must  be  on  that  idea  alone  that  they 
could  now  think  of  depriving  him  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant powers  of  the  govemmentv  He  trusted,  however, 
the  vote  of  that  night  would  prove  that  the  House  entertained 
no  snch  suspicion.  They  were  about  to  devolve  on  his 
Royal  Highness  an  important  office  in  a  difficult  and  dange- 
rous period ;  ami  he  trusted  thq^  would  give  him  the  trust 
together  with  the  means  of  executing  it  in  the  most  effixrtuid 
nmnner  for  the  public  good.  He  hoped  that  when  the  King 
should  return  to  the  discharge  of  his  Royal  functions,  he 
ivould^  see,  not  that  the  House  had  refused  to  trust  his  son^ 
but  that  they  bad  placed  in  him  the  exercise,  for  bis  father, 
of  thf  full  powen  of  the  kingly  offipe.  1 1  must  afford  to  the 
King,  ill  tne  event  of  bis  recovery,  the  highest  satisfaction 
to  see  that  the  two  Houses  of  Fiarliameut  hwl  not  thought  so 
unworthily  of  his  hdr  apparent  as  to  deprive  him  of  the 
e&yrdse^  in  the  name  of  his  fiither,  of  those  powers  wbicli  he 
must  bfie  day  have  in  his  own  right. 

Mi[^Leach  stated  his  entire  diftrence  from  the  opinioiis 
of  tholK^'vyhowould  act  strictly  upon  the  precedent  of  1788. 
.—That  precedent  he  never  could  admit  as  an  authori^  by 
which'  Iwliamcnt  was  to  be  xegubited  in  similar  emergencies 
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It  amouoted  to  nathiof  mote  Uian  a  certain  set  of  opinioiu 
of  certain  persons.  With  respect  to  the  weight  and  valu« 
of  a  precedent,  of  which  much  had  been  saioy  in  order  t<^ 
liken  thb  precedent  of  1788  to  those  which  were  of  au- 
thorify  in  the  courts  of  law,  he  should  take  the  liberty  of 
saytnff  a  few  words;  and  that  not  with  a  view  of  decrying 
precedents  where  they  wereof  real  value.  A  single  precedent 
in  a  court  of  law  was  entitled  to  much  respect,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  the  opinion  of  some  eminent  and  learned  person  at 
some  important  point.  The  precedent,  therefore,  derived 
thence  an  authority.  Those  who  opposed  it,  must  shew 
that  it  was  wrong  in  the  principle  on  which  it  proceeded ; 
or  that,  admitting  the  principle  to  be  right,  the  cpnclusions 
were  erroneous.  Saccess  in  eitiier  of  these  cases  detected 
and  exposed  the  error.  The  exposure  of  the  error,  the», 
destroy^  the  precedent.  He  was  willing,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  to  let  for  the  present  the  pneoedcnt  of  Parliament 
stand  as  high  ns  precedents  stand  in  courts  of  justice.  lie 
would  suppose  this  precedent  of  1788r9  on  this  footing,  and 
then  proceed  to  point  out  its  errors.  The  first  consideration 
was  that  of  the  right,  and  the  next  that  of  the  expediency. 
The  right  now  asserted,  was  that  of  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament to  supply  the  defect  in  tlie  exercise  of  the  kingly 
office,  a  right  so  &r  perfectly  admitted;  but  then  it  was 
averted,  that  in  exercising  this  ri^ht,  justified  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  they  werealso  justified  in  limiting^  abridgitig^ 
and  impairing  the  constitutional  privilms  and  prerogatives 
of  the  kingly  office.  Now,  wher^  was  the  foundation  of  iku 
.right  to  be  discovered  i  It  must  exist  either  in  the  3tatute 
I^w,  or  in  the  Common  liaw  of  Parliament,  or  in  sound  con- 
stitutional principles  on  points  analogous  to  tlie  present 
case.  But,  was  it  to  be  found  in  the  Statute  Law  ?  Cer- 
tainlir  not.  Was  it  then  to  be  found  in  the  Common  Law  of 
Parliament  ?  Text  writers  had  a  certaiif  kind  of  tradition- 
ary authority,  as  they  preserved  theantient  law  of  the  hind.  ' 
But  where  in  the  Common  Law  of  Parliament  could  be  found 
any  authority  relating  to  this  subject,  however  antient,  which 
xottld  ^ive  an  authority  to  the  two  Houses  of  P&rliament  to 
authorixe  .  a  limitation  of  the  kingly  office  ?  He  totally 
differed  on  this  important  subject  from  his  right  honourable 
and  learned  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tie 
could  find  no  instance  in  any  of  the, Parliaqientary  praoe- 
:  dents  whatever,  pf  Parliament,  in  cases  of  supply  iiie  the  de^' 
fects  of  th^e  Royal  office,  having  limited  or  nbricTged  the 
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powers  of  that  office.  He  desirrd  he  mi^ht  not  be  misundeN 
stood.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  incases  of  defect  wfatch 
Fkriiament  h^d  supplied,  they  had  made  substitations  of 
one,  or  of  several,  of  many  persons  for  the  Sovereign  him- 
self. But  the  question  before  the  House  now,  was  not  of 
that  sort,  bnt  that  of  limiting  and  abridging  the  Royal 
anthority  itself  (Hear !).  A  noMc  lord  hra  maitioned 
Regencies  appointed  in  cases  where,  as  for  instance,  in  the 
last  reign,  the  King  himself  went  out  of  the  realm  for  a  time, 
in  which  there  were  restrictions  on  the  persons  nominated 
to  fill  the  Councils  of  Regency.  But  the  noble  lord  seemed 
to  lie  under  a  mistake  in  adducing  such  cases ;  for  they  werd 
not  in  point,  inasmndi  as  they  were  notjcases  of  any  Par-' 
liamentary  authority.  They  were  merely  provisions  for  the 
.government  of  the  country  pending  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  King.  They  were  made  simply  by  the  Ku)g*s  own 
If  ill,  and  as  such  went  through  Parliament.  Such  councils 
were  like  those  formerly  denominated  Custodies  Kegniy 
lords  justices,  and  so  forth,  deriving  their  authority  en- 
tirely from  the' King  who  appointed  them,  and  deriving 
£rom  him  just  as  much  authority  as  he  was  pleased  to  con- 
fer upon  them.  He  gavt  them  power  more  or  less  :  there 
was  no  question  in  such  a  matter  about  restrictions.  (Hear  !) 
This  reminded  him  of  a  circumstance  in  the  discussions  oaf 
this  very  subject  in  the  year  1788-9.  A  great  authority 
(and  it  was  a  privilege  of  great  authorities  and  great 
names  to  hand  down  gn*at  absurdities.)  said,  in  the 
House  of  Lords  then  io  those  who  differed  from  hina^ 
*'  You  desire  us  to  ask  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  become 
Regent,  and  take  upon  himself  the  affitirs  of  the  hafidit. 
But  I  will  ask  vou,  what  is  a  Regent  ?  I  haVe  heaid  of  Custody 
if^fiN^oftheLordsJtistices,  of  Protectors  and  Defensors,  ftd. 
and  I  can  tell  you  what  they  are.  But  whnt  is  a  Regent  stich 
as  you  desire  ?"  If  the  gteat  person  he  nllmlcti  to  had  biH 
looked  a  little  fiirther  mto  the  matter,  he  would  imt  hn  ve  risked 
that  Question,  or  have  remained  longer  in  doubt  upon  (Ire  stib* 
ject.  Uad  he  opened  the  statute  book,  and  turned  tu  (he^tatiite 
of  George  11.  for  providing  a  Council  of  Regency,  Or  to  tlw 
statute  of  the  5th  of  George  III.  for  tile  same  purpose,  he 
would  have  found  what  he  called  the  uncertain  name  of  Re- 

Sent,  with  the  same  uncertain  definition,  conveying  to  the 
legency  the  whole  Royal  authority.  That  great  authority 
bad.said  he  knew  what  was  meant  by  Ctistodes  Regni^  as  if 
Cuslodes  Regm^  or  Lords  Justices,  bad  some  kind  of  certain 
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constltiitioAal  authority !  Bat  in  fact  these  were  merely  sub* 
6ti(utes,  sprin^in^  from  and  depending  upon  the  will  of  the 
Sovereign  !  (Hear!  hear  !)  The  first  insUmce  of  the  prece- 
dents brought  io  bear  on  this  subject  which  he  should 
notice,  was  that  of  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Ilnd. 
That  was  the  result  of  the  plots  of  the;  Queen  and  Mortimer, 
who  compelled  the  Kiii^,  confined  in  Kenilworth  Castle^  to 
resign  his  crown.  Mr.  Hume,  the  historian,  gave  the  names 
of  those  who  composed  the, council  of  regency,  but  did  not 
say  that  there  was  anv  limitation  on  the  Regency  which  was 
subsequently  established.     The  Regency  were  in  fact  com- 

K»sed  of  the  instruments  of  the  faction  of  the  Queen  and* 
ortimer ;  and  it  was  not  likely  that  they  would  so  weaken 
the  powers  of  a  ^yemment  tliey  made  to  answer  their  own 
views,  by  restrictions.  ^  fie  the  rathei:  inferred  this  from  the 
subsequent  case  in  Ricfiard  the  Ilnd,  whose  grandfather  at 
his  death  left  him  only  eleven  years  old.      There  were  some 
alterations  of  the  persons  who  composed  this  Regency,  but 
there  was  no  limitatioa  .of  power.    The  next  case  was  that 
pf  Henry  VI.  when  it  was  necessary  to  open  Parliamenr  by- 
Commission ;  and  a  story  was  told  of  the  means  used  to  pass 
the  great  seal  through  the  hands  of  the  young  King  to  give 
it  to  the  Chancellor.     Humphrey,  Duke  of  Glocester,  was 
appointed  Regenti  not  solely,  but  as  the  Principal  or  Pro- 
tector and  Chief  of  the  Council  of  Regency,  with  certain 
privileges  appertaining  to  that  station,  but  reserving  ex- 
pressly  all  the  other  prerogatives  of  government  io  the 
Council. .  This  was  to  be  found  in  the  statute-book,  and 
without  limitations  or  reservations.     The  same  they  did 
subsequently,  on  choosing  the  Duke  of  York  \o  succeed  him 
at  the  head  of  the  Regency.     The  next  precedent  was  that 
at  the  death  of  Henry  the  Vlllth,  who  h^d  appointed  a 
Council  of  Regency,   and  had  delegated .  all  the  Royal 
authority  to  sixteen  counsellors*      Did  the  Parliament,  alter 
his  demise,  acknowledge  that  Council  of  R^eiicy  ?    They 
did  acknowledge  it,  and  they  chose  the  Duke  of  Somerset  as 
Principal  and  Protector, ^but  without  exclusive ' personal 
authority.    This  became^  certainly,  a  Parliamentary  pre- 
cedent upon  thesiibject,  because  Parliament  act Uciliy  auopted 
it.      In  all  .these  instances,  whicli  he  had  looked  into,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  making  out  a  case,  but  which,  for  infor- 
mation, be  had  read  and  considered  with  his  best  attention. 
The  learned  gentleman  decland,  that  so  tar  from  finding  in 
pny  of  them  any  limitations  or  restrictions,    the  whole 
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power  was  conferred  on  the  whole  Council  of  Itefpenc3\ 
(Hearl  kearl)    Well,  then,  rrsumed  the  learned  gentle* 
inan,  where,  if  this  be  so,  where  was  the  principle  of  tlie 
precedent  as  to  the  restrictions  to  be  found  ?    Was  it  in 
constitutional  principles  bearing  by  analogy  on  this  case? 
The  moral  capacity  of  the  King  was  gone,  but  his  political 
capacity  remainedf.      His  trfff  was  gone  i  (Hearl)   Some- 
thing therefore  was  wanting.    Who  could  so  well  supply 
the  want  as  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  as  representing 
the  whole  people  ?    The  right  to  do  so  arose  out  of  the 
necessity  of  the  case.     There  was  now  a  necessity  to  snppTy 
the  King's  will.    Now,  what  were  the  limits  of  that  right  ? 
Simply  to  supply  the  Kind's  will.      Appoint  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Regent,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  difficult  v..    Tliey 
would  then  have  supplied  the  defect,  and  restoreci  the  will ; 
the  moral  capacity!    (Hear !  hear  I)    But  they  were  then 
called  upon  to  do— What?    To  abridge  the  Royal  au- 
thority!   Parliament  had  been  told  that  the  capacity  of  the 
King  was.  entire,  that  the  Throne  was  full ;  and  yet  they 
were  called  npon  to  destroy  the  entirety  of  the  Monarchy,  to 
create  a  new  Nf onarchy  of  their  own,  with  or  without  pre- 
rogatives,  just  as  best  suited  the  good  discretion  p(  the  two 
Houses  of  rariiaroent.      Was  this  a  right  consistent  with 
the  ordinary  forms  and  principles  of  the  Constitution  ?  fio  I 
Parliament  was,  by  its  office,  to  aid  (he  King  in  his  govem- 
ment,  to  watch  and  to  superintend  the  conduct  of  bis  Minis* 
tcrs.     And  were  they  now  to  new*modcl  the  Monarchy 
npon  certain  principles  of  expediency?    To   new-modct 
tlie  Monarchy,  on  the  ground  of  the  independency  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  ?     The  prerogatives  were  given  to  the 
Kindly  office  to  secure  the  three  Estates  of  the  R«ilmt  Now, 
he  would  ask,  what  the  evil  was  which  tyas  to  be  averted  bv 
thb  scheme  for'abridging  the  Royal  authority  in  the  hamls 
of   the  Regent  ?      The  reasoning  ran  thus :— Limit  his 
power,  or  he  may  so  abuse  it,  durmg  his  temporary  possesQ 
sion  of  it,  as  to  obstruct  tlie  return  of  the  King  to  the 
resumption  of  his  authority,  upon  the  fortunate  event  of  his 
restoration  to  his  moral  capacity.    And,  upon  this  supposed 
anticipated  evil^  they  were  to  justify  a  violation  of  the  prin* 
piples  of  the  Monarchy !    {Hear  I)    I'here  might  be,  it  was 
presumed,  such  superfluous  use  of  power  by  the  Regent,  as 
might  subsequently,  after  power  passed  out  of  bis  hands, 
diminish  the  authority  of  the  King!    He  agreed  that  this 
was  not  to  be  argued,  or  to  be  considered  as  a  question  of 
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personal  character,  bat  ihkt  it  MfBS  to  be  supposed,  IJKit 
the  person  to  be  ap(x>inted  was  one  of  a  character  not 
below  thiit  which  was  necessary  to  his  being  intrusted  with. 
tlie  office  of  Regent.     We  were,  therefore,  positirdy  an4 
wilUrigly  to  incur  that  very  evil  from  the  hands  of  a 
Regent,  which:  we  profess  to  fear  we  shall  suffer  upon  th« 
letarn  of  the  King  at  the  close  of  the  Regency  I ! !   (Hear ! 
bear !)  As  to  abusing  his  powers,  a  Regent  unquestionably, 
may  do  so:   and  so  may  a  King!   (Hear  I)  .But  had  not 
the  Parliament  the  power  of  watching,  of  correcting,  of 
checking  the  abuses  of  government  ?    Would  the  power  of 
a  Regeat»  a  temporary  and  substituted  possessor,  be  stronger 
than  the  power'  of  a  King?  '  The  occasion  of  taking  up 
this  ground  of  expediency  had  been  presented  to  several 
Ijegislaturcs  before  us,  and  how  had  they  decided  ?    Take 
4he  case,  for  instance,  of  Philip  and  Mary.    Philip  enjoyed 
the  English  crown  only  for  the  life  of  Mary.    Mary  mi^bt 
die  and  leave  a  minor  or  minors.    Parliament,  in  providmg 
for  this  event,  provided  for  the  tutelage  and  government 
during  such  a  possible  minority.    Here  was  an  occasion  for 
the  question.    That  Queen  might  have  left  a  son  within 
six  weeks  of  his  majority ;  jet  Parliament  did  not  impose 
any  'of  these  restraints  upon  the  government  by  Regency 
provided  by  them.    Theii  they  might  look  at  the  Succes- 
aion  Act  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.      It  was  highly  pro- 
bable that  her  successor,  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  would  be 
out  of  the  realm  at  the  Queen's  decease.    There  was  a 
Council  of  Regency  appointed  again.    Here  was  another 
case  and  occasion  for  bringing  up  and  acting  on  this  pria* 
ciple  of  expediency !    The  Council  was  to  enduie.  onljr  until 
the  arrival  of  the  Prince,  which,  to  be  sure,  could  not  take 
up  much  time,  but  might  extend  to  a  month  or  two  at  most. 
But  there  were  none  of  these  limitations  and  restrictions. 
If  ever  there  was  any  case  for  the  adoption  of  this  prin- 
ciple, surely  that  was  the  case.    The  only  limitation  in  that 
Act  was  a  restriction  from  dissolving  Parliament  in  less  than 
.six  months. 

The  only  limitation  of  the  Royal  authority  imposed  upcm 
the  Council  of  Regency  on  that  occasion  was,  that  it  should 
not  dissolve  the  rarliameot  within  the  period  of  the  six 
months  after  the  demise  of  the  Sovereign,  without  the  con- 
Bent  of  the  successor  to  the  Throne.  The  other  ^restriction. 
.  ipras,  that  it  should  not  five  the  Royal  assent  to  an  Act  for 
the  repeal  pf  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  or  of  the  Act  providin 
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fbr  the  g^vemtnent  of  the  Ghuroh'  of  Sootlaod.  Tba^  Wia 
fhesole  limitatioiM  and  vestridtidiiB  impoB<d  by  that  act^ 
i^hich  amounted  to  a  declaration  bj  tbe  three  bmnobes  of 
ihe  Legislature^  thAt  in  that  instehce,  where  there  yms  only 
a  temporary  Reg;ency  to  be  appomted^  the  whole  autboritj 
6t  the  government  vfM  conferred  :  if  there  iveie  any  cafle> 
in  Which  the  whole  (rf  the  executive  powers  of  ihc  Monarchy 
dbnld  more  iaft\f  be  committed  than  another,  it  was  that  of  an 
individnal,  And  that  the  ilidiTidual  next  in  succession  io  the 
C>own.  Such  a  person  could  have  less  indacement  or  in-* 
dlination  to  commit  any  abuse  of  the  powers  with  which  he 
Itday  be  ihtested,  than  a  council  composed  of  matiy  iafl»« 
tMilals,  who  might  eaon  have  bis  temptatioos  to  employ 
the  powets  entrusted  to  him  raoie  or  less  for  hb  private 
interests  rather  than  for  the  public  |i;ood.  But  in  the  cask 
(6  wbieh  be  had  just  refentd,  the  three  bmnches  of  the 
lii^islature,  in  passing  that  act,  bad  sbewn^  that  they  con# 
iideml  it  ifiser  and  m^recmistituttonal  to  convey  to  thu 
Council  of  tlegenc^  the  whole  powers  of  tb^  Sovereigntv, 
than  to  confer  them  m  a  restricted  and  mutilated  ifate.  The 
Meict  precedent  he  found  was  the  Act  of  the  S4tb  of  Geo.  IL 
%y  which  provision  was  niade  ^  the  establishment'  of 
A  Regency  in  the  event  of  the  denltse  of  the  Severe  ign^ 
leaving  the  issue  of  the  then  late  prince  of  Wales  under  a^ 
it  n^i^t  have  so  happened^  that  the  demise  of  that  Sovereigu 
shouM  have  taken  place  at  sMli  a  time>  as  to  leave  hiig 
l^rendson  within  a  year  or  even  a  month  of  tbeiexpiralion  of 
Bis  minotfty,  and  consequently  this  Act,  which  must  hh\^ 
iMn  passed  in  the  possibility  of  that  citcuimtancei  was  to  be 
'^rbnsideted  as  an  Act  to  provide  a  lempdreiy  Regencvt  and 
fbr  a  short  period.  But'had  the  Act,  thenefore,  proviaed  any 
limitations  xrf^the  pis^rs  of  the  Monarchv  to  be  confided  tp 
the  RifgencyP  No.  'the  only  limitation  imposed  was, 
that  thie  Rvgency  should  hot  have  power  to  give  the  Royal 
assent  to  an  Act  to  alter  the  Snccessioni  nor  to  any  act  for 
the  repeal,  of  efther  the  Act  of  Uniformity  or  the  Act  of  stedt 
rityforthe  Church  of  Scotland.  With  these  exceptions, 
the  wbcle  potvers  of  government  v^ete  to  he  vested  in  the 
Regency.  This  was  therefore  another  instance  in  which  the 
three  bfancbes  of  the  Constitution  deliberately  sanctioned 
the  conveyance  of  the  whole  of  the  Jfloyal  power  to  a 
Regency,  with  the  exceptions  be  had  noticed  arising  out  of 
the  special  circnimstanoes  of  the  country,  and  not  foondet} 
>jpoft  any  principfe  jof  the  i^w>pricty  of  restricting  the  power^ 
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dftbe  ^oTemment  in  the  hands  oreven  a  temporary  R^eney. 
The  last  case  (o  which  be  should  feel  it  necessary  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Committee*  was  the  Act  of  the  5th  of 
the  present  Kinr.  This  Act  followed  the  prorisionis  of  th^ 
former  Act,  witn  the  exception  that  the.restrictions  respeet- 
ing  the  givin,^  the '  Royal  assent  to  an  Act  for  altering  the 
'  succession  was.  omitted ;  and  the  only  power  of  the  Sore- 
leignty  withheld  was,  as  in  the  two  preceding  cases,  the 
power  of  giving  the  Royal  assent  to  any  Acts  for  the  repeal 
of  the  two  Acts  which  had  been  passed  for  the  security  of  the 
Church  establishments  in  England  and  Scotland.  In  alt 
these  instances,  they  had  the  legislative  parliamentary  decla*. 
ration,  that  even  in  the  case  of  a  temporary  Regency,  the 

Eowers  of  the  government  ought  to  be  conveyed  without 
mitation  or  restriction.     But  it  might  be  said,  that  the 
oases  he  had  quoted  were  cases  in  which  the  Executive 
powers  had  been  conveyed  to  a  Council  of  Regency,  and 
.  not  to  a  sole  Regent.    This,  however,  was  not  the  case: 
for,  though  the  distinction  woul^  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
weaken  the  force  or  affect  the  principle  of  Kis  argument,  yet 
he  must  remind  the  House,  that  the  Act  of  Philip  and  Mary 
was  altogether  a  legislative  provision  to.  constitute  Philip 
sole  Regent,  without  any  limitation  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment  during  the  whole  minority  ofhi^  issue,  if  he  should 
survive  his  consort.      The  reasons  why  there  had  not  beet^ 
sole  R^ents  more  frequently  appointed,  appeared  to  be, 
that  it  was  not  always  that  persons  standing  in  the  situation 
of  heirs-apparent  were  to  oe  had ;   and  it  was  considered 
inexpedient  to  appoint  persons  who  w^e  not  likelv  at  some 
time  to  enjoy  in  their  own  right  the  whole  of  the  Executive 
powers,  to  the  situation  of  sole  Regent  without  any  limita- 
tions.   Besides,  it  must  always  be  had  in  remembrance,  that 
'  the  heir-apparent  would  be  much  less  likely  to  abuse  the 
powers  of  government,  which  he  would  have  afiterwards  to 
exercise  in  his  own  behalf,  than  any  individual  not  so 
directly  interested  in  the  succession  to  th6  Sovereignty. 
The  appointment  of  Councils  of  Regency,  therefore,  was 
/ft  judicious  precaution  against  the  influence  of  human  pas* 
^ons.    They  roust  altogether  forget  the  nature  of  man, 
and  the  influence  of  power,  if  they  could  not  perceive;  that 
a  power  committed  to  many,  wa?  more  liable  to  abuse,  than 
if  confined  to  a  single  individual.    In  the  latter  case  they 
would  have  tlie  p^npnal  responsibility  of  the  individual ; 
but  in  the  former,  all  the  eSeet  of  that  personal  responsi* 
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bility  of  indiTiduoI  honour,  as  checks  against  the  abuse*  of 
power,  would  be  entirely  lost.    In  &ct,  if  tbej  were  to  look 
to  the  history  of  all  countries,  it  would  be  fouu^  that  power 
had  been  more  frequently  abused  when  committed  to  many,* 
than  when  exercised  by  a  single  individual.    In  hi^  view 
of  the  question,  the  House  hod  no  right  whatever  to  impose 
any  limitations  on  the  Sovereign  powers  to  be  entrusted  to  a 
Regent.    Though  it  might  be  urged  against  him  that  his 
argument,,  to  be  oonsistent,  should  be  extended  to  the  pro- 
visions  for  the  care  and  custody  of  his  Majesty's  person,  be 
must  observe  that  it  by  no  means  went  so  iar.    The  pro- 
visions for  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  person  were  not  re- 
strictions affi^tin^  the  powers  of  the  constitutional  Monarcbvj 
but  collateral  to  it,  and  forming  only  a  part  of  it.     But  be 
would  go  even  to  the  extent  of  saying,  that  Parliament 
bad  no  right  to  make  such  provisions,  desirable  as  they 
might  be,  either  for  the  custody  of  his  Majesty's  person,  or 
for  producing  facilities  for  the  resumption  of  his  Royal 
authority,  on  his  happy  restoration  to  health.     Bat  the 
•arg^uments  advanced  in  support  of  the  necessity  of  such  pro* 
visions  proceeded  on  the  supposition,  that  the  Prince,  if 
appointed  Regent,  would  refuse  his  assent  to  an  act  for 
carrying  them  into  efiect.    The  whole  theory  rested  on  tbo 
presumption  that  that  illustrious  Person  would  thus  grossly 
violate  nis  duty,.and  abuse  the  powers  committed  to  him* 
It  was  his  wisb^  on  this  occasion,  to  put  every  consideration 
drawn  from  the  personal  character  of  the  Prince  out  of  the 
question.     They  were  to  legislate  on  a  great  public  interest, 
and  should  be  influenced  only  by  great  public  principles. 
But  even  supposing  that  any  such  abuse  should  take  place, 
would  not  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  have  constitutional 
power  to  controul  such  a  proceeding?     If  the  Constitutiom 
were  too  infirm  for  this  controul,  they  ought  to  new-model 
it.     But  it  was  not  infirm ;  the  three  brandies  had  been  hap- 
pily combined  for  their  object,  and  were  perfectly  balanced 
in  their  operation.     Yet,  might  it  not  be  contended  that  the 
powers  of  the  two  Houses,  which  were  found  sufficient  as  a 
check  on  the  abuse  of  power  on  (he  part  of  the  King,  would 
be  an  adequate  check  upon  the  Regoit  ?      If  they  were  to 
consider  the  question  on  the  ground  of  expediency  only, 
then  they  must  cive  up<all  idea  of  discussing  it  as  ,a  great 
abstract  constitutioual'  principle,  because  the  whole  would 
then  turn  upon  the. expediency  of  the  particular  case.     As 
be  had  sheiVn  that  in  no  instance  bad  any  limitations  been 
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impoaed  npon  the  persons  appoiated  R^nis,  be^uld  ask 
whetber  tbia  was. a  case,  ia  which  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  country  they  would  he  prepared  to  impose 
such  restrictions  ?     Impressed  strongly  with  the  consider- 
ations he  bad  urged,  he  did  not  think  that'  any  gentlemun 
would  be  of  that  opinion.     He  bad  submittal  these  con« 
siderations  to  the  Committee,  being  not  original,  but  the 
result  of  much  industry,   labour,  and  research  ;  and  he 
should  leare  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  to  draw  its 
own  conclusions  from  them.      The  general  results  of  all  be^ 
had  been  able  to  collect  was,  1st,  that  the  right  of  limitation 
of  the  powers  of  the  Crown  in  the  hands-  of  a  Regent  or  a 
Regency,  had  never  been  exercised  by  that  House.  Snd,  That 
such  right  of  the  House  was  founded  upon  no  authority, 
and  in  the  case  under  consideration  went  beyond  the  neces- 
sity which  created  it,  and  was  inconsistent  with^tbe  Const!- 
lutioii;  and  Sd,  That  the  expediency  of  such  a  right  was 
as  unfounded  as  the  right  itself.     He  had  stated  the  reasons 
with  all  humility  which  led  him  to  these  conclusions,  and 
be  left  it  to  the  Committee  to  decide  upon  them.     He  should 
only  add,  t^at  if  the  Committee  should  adopt  the  resolu* 
tions,  they  would  take  upon  them  an  awful  responsibility 
to  the.  Constitution,  which   having  received  entire   from 
their  ancestors,  they   would  thus  band   down   to    their 
posterity  mutilated  and  deformed.    (Loud  cries  of  Heart 
hear !) 
Ijord  Cdsllereagh  explained. 

Mr,.  W.  Smith  expressed  liis  regret  at  having  supported 
the  resolutions  of  17S8,  which  were  carried,  he  believed, 
by  a  struggle  for  power,  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
in  power  at  the  time,  and  wished  to  retain  it  as  Idng  as 
they  could.  He  should,  in  this  instance,  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr*  Bathurst  supported  the  propositions  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  replied  to  many  parts  of  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Canning); 
but  was  not  distinctly  audible  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  Cannings  in  explanation,  justified  his  former  argu? 
ments,  and  observed  that  all  those  who  had  spoken  in  favour 
of  the  resolutions,  from  his  right  hon.  friend  whoo]xn)cd 
the  discussion,  to  the  right  hon;  gentleman  who  spoke 
]ast>  bad  commenced  their  speeches  with  a  profession  of  re- 
spect for  the  precedent  of  1788,  and  ended  with  recommend- 
ing some  deviation  from  it. 
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Jfr.  Baihuni  and  Mr.  Crnnmg  mutiMJIj  eacfitamA* 
Tbe  mllery  was  thca  cleared,  and  a  divieioa  took  pta^ 
on  tbe  Amendiiient. 

For  the  Amendmetit        •        .       •       £00 

Against  it      .        .        .        •        -        S24 

•  ^^^^^^ 

Majority    -        -     -  24 

A  division  then  took  place  on  the  2nd  ReBoIution>  re* 
$pecting  the  power  of  creating  Peers. 

For  it    --••••        226 
Againstit 210 

Majority    •        *  16 

On  the  tbiid  Resolution^'  respecting  the  power  of  granting 
Places  and  Pensions,  the  division  was  as  follows : — 

Forit    .       -       -       -        .       -       235 
Againstit      -----        2l4 


\. 


Majority    -        -  19 

We  understood  that  the  4th  Resolution,  respecting  the 
King's  private  property,  was  unanimously  agreea  id* 

The  consideration  of  the  ^th  Resolution  was  then'  post^ 
poned,  and  the  House  adjourned  at  half  past  twelve. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TCESOAT,   JANUARY  1. 
STATE  OF  THE   NATION^ — RSGENCT. 

7/ftc  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose,  and  moved  thai 
the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  tbe 

.  State  ot  the  Nation :  carried. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  again,  and  stated^ 
after  the  length  of  time  during  wnich  the  House  had  honoured 
him  with  their  attention  yesteiday,  it  would  be  inexcusable 
in  him  to  detain  them,  on  the  present  occasion,  at  much 

*  length.  Indeed,  he  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  repeat 
somewhat  more  fully  those  grounds  he  had  already  laid 
before  them,  and  which  he  had  recommended  to  their 


^ — ■    t 
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KrioQB  attentioD,  and  tbeir  ftvoinable  VBoeptkMi.  But  <Hie  or 
two  obBerratiaias,  he  might  yet  with  piopriety  make.  It  was 
particiilarlj  due  to  bis  own  feelings^  Co  notice  the  genml 
principles  and  viens  of  the  resolution  now  to  come  nnder 
the  consideralion^of  the  Hoose*  However  the  minor  parii 
might  fairly  admit  of  some  diSereoc^  of  opinion,  thegenemi 
principle  of  that  resolation  he  considered  to  be  one  ofextremn 
importance  to  the  whole  of  the  subject  under  the  consklera* 
tion  of  Parltanient*  He  had  last  night,  in  reiriewing  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  that  which  relat^  to  the  faousehc^  of 
bis  MajMyduring  the  limited  period  of  the  restrictions  on  tbe 
fiegency,  touchra  on  what  was,  in  bis  mind  and  fedings, 
the  strongest  groimd  for  the  recommendation  of  the  measure 
he  now  was  to  submit.  That  point  was,  the  consideration 
of  what  might  be  the  fi^Ungs  ot  his  Majesty  on  his  recoTeiy^ 
or  at  the  beginning  of  his  mcoyeiyy  which  no  man  could  say^ 
after  what  oad  been  heaid  on  that  subject^  might  be  an 
event  not  distant,  with  respect  to  tbe  state  of  the  appoint 
mente  of  (be  Rxiyal  household  at  that  period,  compami  with 
their  state  at  the  time  when  his  Majesty's  lamented  iodise 
position  commenced.  That  desired  recovery  might  take 
place  in  six  weeks  or  in  two  months ;  and  what  might  be 
4he  feelings  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  effi»t  of  those  feelingsiy 
on  a  recovery  from,  a  disorder,  no  longer  knowing  what 
were  the  feriin^  and  what  were  the  provisions  of  Parlia* 
ment  in  the  rear  1788-9,  when  he  found  that  Farluuneat 
bad  not,  on  uie  present  occasion,  concurred  in  the  reason* 
lible  leqnest  made  to  adopt  a  coarse  similar  to  that  pur* 
^ed  on  a  former  and  similar  occasion  ?  If  in  the  discus* 
sioos  on  the  whole  of  thi?  great  subject,  there  was  any  point 
pf  more  importance  than  another,  it  was  that  of  taking  case 
lor  the. essential  interests  of  the  public  ;  but  in  endeavour- 
ing to  do  so,  nothing  was  more  essential  than  to  provide  tbe 
means  for  facilitating^  the  resumption  of  the  full  exercise  of 
the  King's  pow^,  on  his  restoration  to  health,  or  the  begin- 
nitig  of  such  restoration.'  (Hear !  from  tbe  opposite  side.) 
He  sfaoolil  like  to  know  what  there  wasdisordeuy  in  what  ha 
bad  said.  If  so,  let  it  be  pointed  out.  He  would  say,  that 
if  be  acted  upon  his  own  feelings  and  the  duty  he  owed,  he 
must  feel  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  put  that  strongly  to 
the  leelings  of  that  House,  which  operated  so  strongly  upon 
^is  own«  Tbe  question  was  not  merely  whether  restrictions 
respecting  the  Koyal  houseiiold  should  be  continued  ibr 
fwelve  mootfas;  but  whether,  if  any  cguse  sbouhi  oocihv 
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trithin '  any  tinie  short  of  that  (and  hie  had  sahMine  hopes 
that  the  interyal  preceding  such  a  pause  \roiiId  be  a  short 
interral),  and  Parliaqnent  should  have  adopted  a  nicasure^bj 
which  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  Royal  estaUiah- 
nient,  contrary  to  what  the  Ktai;  had  previouiily,  in  the 
exercise  of  bis  Imperial  power,  adopted,  whether,  in  that 
case  disagreeable  circumslances  might  not  occurwith  re* 
spect  to  the  fecilitating  his  Majesty's  recovery?    There 
was  no  wish  -on  bis  part  to  use  any  unnecessary  impor- 
tunity   in  pressing  this  subject  on  the  House.      It  was 
absurd  to  suppose,  that  in  the  short  period  proposed  for  the 
limitations  of  the  Regent's  power»  there  could  arise,  imder 
the  provisions'  propmed,  any    cxmstitutiooal   danger,  or 
natural  mischief,  which  called  on  the  House' to.actother- 
wise,  at  the  risk  of  the  great  considerations  he  had  stated* 
JHe  knew  that  some  might  speak  of  economy,  and  that  this 
would  have  some  effect  on  some  members,  as  well  as  on  some 
'OOt  of  doors.    Let  the  feelings  of  the  House  answer  the  ob^ 
servations  on  economy  on  such  a  subject.    His  noble  friemi, 
who  spoke  under  the  gallery  last  night,  (ZiOrd  Gastlereagh) 
'WBsfaed  that  the  State  Officers  of  the  King  should  be  given 
;iip  to  the  Regenti  and  tlie  inferior  or  domestic  officers 
'jreroain  under  the  controul  ot  her  Majesty.     Let  it  be  recol- 
lected, however,  who  those  State  Officers  were,  and  fay 
•whom  they  were  appointed:  the  Lord  Chamberiain,  the 
Lor^  Steward,  the  Master  of  the  Horse,  the  Gyoom  of  the 

•  Stole,  tlie  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  and  others.     In  the 

•  viesv  of  the  limited  Regency  for  twelve  months,  he  supposed 
nobody  thought  of  giving  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  a  state 
^tablishment  exactly  simihur.  There  might  be  no  neces- 
sity, for  instance,  for  so  many  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber. 

•  If  they  gave  to  the  Regent  a  smaller  number  of  State  OfficerB, 
such  as  suited  ihe  nature  of  a  temporary  government,  not 
divested  of  splendour,  be  apprehended  that  the  whole  ex- 

•  pence  might  be  covered  by  about  14  or  15,000/.  He 
thougth  tnts  a  reasonable  sum  for  such  an  establishment  of 
officers ;    but  this  be  did  not  state  with  any  precision,  but 

Jajthcf  with  a  view  to  the  arguments  respecting. economy. 
f  tlie  question  were  upon  an  aimual  establishment,  it  woukl 
be  dificrent ;  but  this,  small  as  it  was,  was  only  proposed 
/or  twelve  months.  He  was  sure  that  no  man  could  object, 
on  the  score  of  economy,  to  this, if  the  slightest  appiehension 
of  inconvenience  were  entertained  by  adopting*  a  difierent 
couKc-T-f  t  had  been  said,  that  this  coulc}  be  an  establish- 
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ment  independent  of  the  Royal  eitablishmeot  left  under  the 
.  Queen^g  management:  andthattheQueen'sconnsdlonmig^^ 
from  their  own  views,  abuse  their  powers:  that  a  state  officer, 
too,  in  tbeRoyalHousehold,mLp;ht  be  removed  by  the  Qaeea 
on  the  advice  of  her  Council,  for  a  part  he  might  take  in 
Parliamentary  proceedings,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the; 
Council.  Nobody  coukT  doubt  that,  if  that  were  done,  it 
WQuld  be  a  serious  abuse  of  the  powers  entrusted  to  her  Ma- 
jesty ;  but  be  could  not  see  how  it  could  enter  into  her 
Majesty's  mmd  to  use  her  power  in  such  a  manner*  If  la 
any  matter  of  this  kind  he  could  make  such  alteration  in 
the  [ribm  as  would  reconcile  it  to  any  number  of  persons  ia 
that  House;  if  by  giving  up  the  Queen's  power  of  remove 
for  instance,  he  could  conciliate  to  the  plan  any  number 
of  those  who  now  objected  to  it,  he  admitted  that  it  would 
he  with  him  a  gveat  consideration.  But  on  the  principle^ 
it  was  wrong ;  tor  in  all  the  departments  in  which  tnew  state 
officers  were  at  the  head  of  them,  the  lowest  domestic  offii^ 
was  appointed  by  such  head  officer  •  The  porter,  that  waited  at 
the  lioor  at  the  Fslace  at  Windsor,  was  appointed  by  the 
Lord  Chamberlain ;  the  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  by  the  Loni 
Steward ;  and  the  persons  attending  the  King's  stables,  by 
the  King's  Master  of  the  HorK.  While  the  question  was 
only  upon  a  restriction^  he  could  not  see  how  any  body, 
could  wish  to  vote  for  measures,  which,  in  these  particulars, 
might  produce  such  Y&ry  great  inconvenicncies.  He  wished 
the  Committee  seriously  to  consider  their  resolution%  He 
must  intreat  them  to  think  of  the  mischiefs  they  might 
produce,  if  they  did  not  suffer  the  establishment  for  a 
siiort  time  to  remain  as  it  now  is.  (Hear  I  iear!)— In  ^ 
constitutional  view,  he  admitted  that  the  restriction  in  the 
creation  of  peerages  was  a  more  important  consideration; 
but  in  the  view  of  his  Majesty's  restoration  to  the  full 
exercise  of  bis  royal  functions,  it  bore  no  comparison 
with  the  considerations  that  suggested  themselves  on  this 
branch  of  the  general  subject.  It  was  their  duty  to  pro* 
vide  the  surest  and  easiest  means  of  the  resumption  of^his* 
Majesty's  powers;  and  in  doing  so,  they  would  be  care* 
ful  that  nothing  they  did  might  tend  to  have  any  unfa- 
vourable eflSK:t  on  his  Majesty's  mind,  when  the  desired 
and  looked-for  change  commenced,  l^hese  opinions  and 
^recommendations  he  felt  himself  justified  in  repeatin^^ 
and  b^  left  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the 
^Committee.  He  then  moved  the  resolution. ' 
Vol.  I.— 1811.  2U 
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'  Earl  ifaaierihen  rose^  aiu)  observed  that  tlie  riglit  hon. 
Jl^titletilan  had  said,  that  economy  tnifht  have  an  in- 
fhience  on  the  minds  of  some  members ;  he  mtist  remark, 
that  it  ought  to  have  a  great  effect  on  the  minds  of  all. 
(tiearl)  The jpresent  are  not  times  for  any  unneoessarj 
etpenditure.  l^e  nation  was  willing  to  support  the  apr 
propriate  dignity  and  splendour  with  which  the  Executive 
Gdvemmcnt  vras  clothed  and  adorned;  but  during  hu 
Maksty  *s  retirement^  tliere  could  be  no  occasion  wbatevi^  for 
In'alntarning  all  the  external  grandeur  of  the  Crown  around 
(he  Royal  person*  He  thought  it  in  tain  to  argue  for  it ; 
it  was  self-evident.  The  other  point,  that  of  the  possibility 
pf'a  party  being  formed,  by  keeping  up  an  ejqiensive  un-  ^ 
lieciessaty^  estaolisfament,  was  of  great  imporbcnce.  It  was 
<)alte  uhnccessdW  to  prove  that  the  Government  of'fi  Regent 
tiras  in  itself  weaker  than  that  of  the  King.  All  the  current 
of  our  history  shewed  that  to  be  the  fact,  fiv  the  restric* 
lions  alreadfy  agre^  to,  M^e  had  made  the  Kegent's  Go* 
Tfernment  additionally  weaker.  (IFearl)  He  would  not 
say  that  such  a  party  as  he  alluded  to  would  be  formed  j 
but  he  would  toy,  that  it  was  possible  that  if  it  were  formed, 
it  w6uld  be  improper,  and  that  means  ought  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  its  formation.  (Heart)  He  should  on  these 
grounds  move  an  amendment,  to  Iteive  out  certain  words  in 
the  resolution,  after  the  words  *'  the  lting*s  Most  Excellent 
Majesty,"  respecting  the  power  of  the  Queen  in  removals, 
4*^.  and  to  insert  words  to  the  following  effect,  ^^  together 
with  the  sole  direction  of  ^uch  persons  and  ^tablishmenf, 
as  are  suitable  in  the  pre^nt  circumstances  to  tnd  care  of  tha 
Kin^^s  sacred  person  and  royal  dignity/* 

Mr.  Henry  Martin  thought  that  the  ri^bt  hon.'gentkv 
man  opposite  nad  gone  ouiteas  far,  inhis  addre^  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House,  as  Ins  own  personal  feelings  cduld  have 
led  him.       But  lie  would  protest  against  this  mode  of 
making  an  appeal,  at  any  time,  to  the  feelings  of  Parliament, 
however  the  personal  feeling  of  any  right  hon.  gontleman 
may1)eiifiec(ed.    He,  fornfs  own  part,  did  not  find  it 
necessary  to  be  constantly  stating  his  feelings  of  attachment 
and  duty  to  his  Sovereign.    He  hoped  rather  t^iat  bis  feel- 
ings should  be  judged  of  by  his  conduct^  as  thb^e  of  every 
inember  oiight  to  be.  (  Loud  cries  of  Hear !  hear  \from  both  ^ 
sidks).    If  the  House  owed  a  duty  to  the  person  of  the 
King,  they  wete  not  to  forget  that  they  also  o\Ved  a  duty  to 
the  Crown  ^nd  io  the  }>eople.    He  protected  against  the  at^  * 
empt  to  separate  the  King  s  pdTsoa  from  th«  Cf  own.    Con* 
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sirt^tty  yitb  tM  vfpi!  bo  took,  he  imfai|»l*tbe  wmivl*' 
loent  'He  objected  tp  tbe  resplaiioa,.  as  coatnury  tp,  coiv^ 
fitifutioiiajl  priociplffu  To  tbe  second  xesq^ution.  be  bad 
agreedp  because  by  tW  it^y. fledged  ihemselvep  ta  soppiji. 
tbeei^istiog  defect  iatbeexerpiie  of  the  power  of  the  Qfowa;. 
and  th^t.jvaaiU  thai  thejf  were  called  opMi  tpdp^  rili% 
tbbid  xpBpbition  went  to  the  prpf.erva|ioa  ortbekinf^ 
power,  and  tbat  waa  ^tbe  wbok:wiuch  ibej  wei^e  calkil  ^ftff|k 
to  supply;  and  not  to  d^mifiu^i  tbe  rigb^  of  tbe  CrowiK 
itself,.  (Henri),  Tbe bouscbpld ,  i^s  well  .^,  evogr  Htfaw 
prerogative  and ,  privikise  qt  th^  Crmpoy  we  giwrn  i^  4wi^ 
people,  wbo  cntnirted  tbcm  to  the  Mrowq.-foi  .the  gensrafe 
Deoefit.  They  were  bestowed  on  the  Kfug^p/f^  4^.  bif'Pifin 
sonal  conyenieooej  but  to  adorn  bis  ismpu^traoy. ;-  Beue?ii^ 
that  to  be  the  reason  of  the  King's  holoii^  fhww  ^  sb#ttU^ 
be  glad  to  ki^ow  for  what  purpose  thqr/a(^Mlledt<M|»tiir 
dismember  th^  Crown,  by  talking  awaf  ^  wt#t.  W  iAwajfH 
been  annexed  to  it?  Tfrmc^fif^iiiA  CbaondkK  el*:  th^.£«r( 
cbequer  had  none  on  this  subject,  for .  qe  bfid.  elute^r  fleiMlf 
Precedepts  he  bad nwe»  ,|pr  jao  pse(<ed^i| >  l^i4  be  j^Ss$fea 
to  t  There. was  one  pr^oq^^ft )be  qould  giifKf,J^^  1mi  bAi[AUl 
thougbtthat  tbe  right  li^n^gei^IpniaD^wwU^^^  frnJ^tiqua 
of  making  use  of  it.  It  was  the  case  of  the  Loras  Or*, 
daifiei)^*  who  egfmtfsi  fiom  the  nqfi^rtunate  £dwaj(4.U^.4be 
^appointment  of  the  chief  officers  «ff  bia  housebotd*:  Ih44 
couldsc^rceWbe.t^keeas  aqt  JMUthority*  Tfae«  tr^fliaptionA 
of  JTSSooulpiif^vevcp^stiM^apraceaqnt;  fot  ap^p^caii 
must  haiie  bfen*  complete. and. ^oled  upw  •/  if  nut,  how 
could  it  be  «aed  in  judgmeoft  ?  That  ,taif)3ap(iDa  vm  fMt. 
complete  in  tbe.H(^;^of  Qoi);vraim;  .buf,^|i,tbeH<weff| 
lords,  on  many  objections,  tl^  Xfeat  pai99li  ^bfMiiiaiM 
had  beoi  already  n^ntionedy  h;^  ^|piUe4:aff^iiyisa^  bit 
part  to  agrep  to  ponsidcrab][e,altf  J^ions.  So  &f^  ii  «k V  s^rs  M 
was  no  prcfi^e^t.  The  bg«ipni]fibl6  f^i\^m^ifip^^mM^ 
that  there  bf^vihg  b^n  no  precedei^t,  it  wou)a  ,be  i^Uremely^ 
wrong  in  the  |iouse  to  t^iink  of  strippii^g*  tbe/jQU^tapt  nS 
those  powers  which  bad  always  belong.  ta>ttie  JHfig^  maA 
without  which  it  had  uniibrmly  beefi  ^on^n^e^  ^tM^  tbfci 
kingly  office  could  uqt  be  maintained,  H^  Jmwe  {iutie^i* 
larly  objected  to  the  resplution  on  this  farther  group])  (hafc 
the  House  had  already  agreed  to  .tru^  t|^  Priacefof  VV^Iea^ 
as  Regent,  with  the  ppwer  ((f  the  sjMtQrfl  j  biit.tbui  werf^nov 
deured  to  ref\ise  him  tlie  nomiaatiQg'Ot,  tho  >bpiiMlaio)4-<*-9 
circumstance  which  would  be  deemed  highly  cterogatory 


tdth^chamcterofany  private  indtvidiial  who  was  desired 
ix>  accept  a  trost  under  rach  restrictions,  as  conrgred  con- 
fldenoe  cm  one  hand,  and  iealousj  and  snspicionr  on  the 
other.  He  flattered  himself  he  would  always  be  found  as 
ittenthre  in  all  his  duties  to  hii  Sovereign  as  any  other 
iKmber  of  that  House,  and  no  mHQ  couki  be  more  averse 
thfui  he  was  from  diminishing  in  the  smallest  degree  flie 
teignificence  and  splendour  which  ou^fat  fo  be  attached  to 
^im  in  his  royal  capacity ;  but  in  the  present  case  the  House 
ought  onW  to  consider  the  real  penonal  donvenienoe  and 
dmiiftrt  of  his  Majesty.  No  splendour  could  be  necessary 
ib^btt  present  un&rtnimte  situation.  He  could  not  there- 
fore agree  to  ^rant^  in  a  time  of  great  public  i)ressure  and 
ciarigcnce  like  the  present,  any  additional  expendttiirei  which 
mint  be  savM  to  the  country;  and,  seeir^  nothing  to 
be  dreaded  in  trusting  the  Regent  with  the  government  of 
ihe  hoitteboldi  as  wm  aswith  the  government  of  the  empire, 
he  AouU  oerbiinly  vote  in  fevour  of  the  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  t|ie  liobie  lord. 

Mr.  iZycfar  Had  Mr.  J0ki9iftm&  rose  at  the  same  time,  and 
diere  was  a -considerable  cry  of  Mr.  Ryder;  but  the  other 
gentleomn .  having  first  caught  the  eye  of  the  Chair- 
man, 

Jiff.  Johnstone  began  by  protesting  against  the  doctrine' 
of  the  hanourable  aim  learned  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
tuomtk^  as-  applied  against  tlie  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
•^Ae  uctiequer,  for  haying  adverted  to  the  personal  feelings 
of  Ilia  Majesty  in  case  of  his  recovery.  So  fhr  from  his 
{Mr*  Joboetoiie}  thinking  liim  d<^serving  of  censiure,  he  was 
ekariy  erf*  opinion  that  bis  right  hon.  friend  had  done  him- 
self the  ipmiesi  credit  and  honour  in  shewing  his  respect 
and  gratitude  to  a  beloved  Sovereign,  who  had  placed  in 
Mm  ^  highest  and  most  flattering  confidence ;  and  though 
hie  could  not  agree  (o  the  Resolution  his  ri^ht  honourable 
friend  had  proposed,  he  must  do  him  the  justice  to  sdy, 
tlmt'he  admired  him  for  paying  that  regard  to  his  Ma* 
jesty's  fedings  which  be  had  done.  Much  had  been  said 
aslo  the  precedent  fsi  1788 ;  bat  he  was  convinced  that  if 
the  lindtiktioas  proposed  at  that  time  bad  taken  place 
nespeetmg  the  nousehoh),  the  most  mischievous  con- 
sequences must  have  result^  from  them.  He  confessed 
he  was  surprised  at  thenuinner  in  which  his  right  hon. 
frmA  h^  stilted  the  amount  of  the  expence  of  the  bouse* 
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If  old.  It  iras  in  1788  aeknowledged  tc^  be.  400,0001.  nnd 
tftis  1MI9  to  have  ooaiinMd,  not  mr  a  limited,  but  an  in« 
definite  Hme,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qneeo.  His  right 
bon.  frieiil  did  not,  liowever,  on  the  preset  occasion,  nU 
tempt  to  grasp  at  any  eattraordinary  power,  as  was  the 
case  wMi  his  predecessor  \n  1788 :  but  fAill  he  (IVfr.  John* 
tUme)  could  not  consent  to  sever  from  the  Grown  the  ra-' 
lions  powers  which  his  right  honourable  friend  now  pro- 
yoied  todb;  and  that  from  no  other  material  reason  thaa 
that  bis  Majesty  miehtsoon  recover.  This  was  an  argument 
on  which  he  tnougbt  moch  more  stress  had  been  laid  than 
it  really  deserved*  '  In  case  that  happy  and  much-wished* 
fi>r  e^rent  -shoald  forttinateljr  take  place,  he  firmly  believed 
il'W^mld' be  universally  hailed  as  a  blessing  to  the  nar 
tim;  and  if  tibs  Commons  and  the  Lords  were  to  enter 
into  a  eonibimM^on  for  the  purpose  of  keepii^  the  King 
out  of  his  pjQHrer,  he  was  perfectly  well  oonyincefl,  the 
people  of  the  counti^r  wonld  not  suflhr  it.'  Many  per- 
sons in  that  Hoi^,  and  some  out  of  it,  had  .lately  been 
<llamoreiis  for  grantiiu^  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  that 
power,  which  they  had  frequentiv  endeavoured  to  abridge 
in  his  Ifajesty,  the  granting  of  plaoes  in  reversion.  This^ 
however,  he  could  not  consent  to;  tmt  under  all  the  va- 
Bi^'  ciraunstanoes  of  the  country,  at  the  present  moment^ 
he  conU  not  agree  Uy  the  present  resolution. 

ifr.  H.  Addmgtoh  also  exprtissed  his  astonishment,  that 
the  hoaoumUe  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Martin)  shonld 
have  noticed  as  be  bad  done,  the  mention  which  the  right 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  made  of  \be 
King^s  nimie,  and  the  appeal  which,  in  bis  (Mr.  Adding- 
ton's)  mind,  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  resorted  to  on 
the  score  of  bis  l^jesty's  i>ersonal  feelings,  in  case  of  a 
speedy  recovery^,  orr finding  that  all  or  any  considerable 
part  of  his  householel  had  been  changed.  It  appeared  to 
aim  to  be  impossible  for  members  of  that  House,  in  a  de- 
bate like  the  present,  to  convey  their. sentiments  without  a 
direct  mention  of  his  Majesty *s  name,  and  therefore  the  rule 
which  was  their  guidance  in  the  general  conduct  of  deflate 
upon  ordinary  raattersy  could  not  in  the  present  Ciise  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  With  regard  \o  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
sent procednre'to  the  appointment  of  a  Resent,  as  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance,  he  would  certainly  wish 
toga  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  preesdent  in- 1 78b;   but 
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if  the  House  sboubi  be  of  ofuaioa  that  aay  jnodificatiM: 
iras  necessary,  be  certainly  sbould  hare  bo  olgectioB  to 
coincide  in  tfie  general  sentiment.  *     - 

JLorcf  3/iAoir  considered  Uie  resolution  now  ntdereoosi* 
deration,  by  far  the  most  objectionable  of  all  th«  ^oi]gee» 
tionable  resolutions  proposed.  The  question  now  t»uI|  sol 
Irbether  the  prerogative  should  remain  in  abeyanoei  but 
irbether  it  sbould  be  transferred  U^  other  hands*  wbo^y  dk». 
tinct  from  tbose  who  exercised  the  Rojnil  funotioiis;  net- 
ivhether  certain  pow^  sbould  remain  ^rmant,  hut  whe- 
ther, after  the  R^ent  was  abridisedt  those  poweiB  shwU 
be  exercised  by  a  fourth  Mate  of  th0  Reakuy  wholly  nn^' 
kuown  to  the  Constitution*  If  influence  waa  to  exist  at  aU^ 
it  wa&  invariably  admitted  that  it  should  be  annexed  to  tho 
Crown.  Some,  andhe  wasamongrt  them,irefeafopiBkN| 
that  such  influence  could  be  advantageously  disiiBiihed  i 
but  whilst  it  was  allowed  to  exist,  be  woujd  qever  nct^gmm 
the  propriety  of  that  existence  in  any  othei  haada  bat 
those  of  the  Ohief  Magistrate.  The  right  honouinbk  goo* 
tleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  groundcyl  the  present.  iCK4«ut|Qii 
upon  the  propriety  of  entrusting  such  powetatothewife 
of  the  reignijup  IVfonarch.  How,  he  would  ask^  would  that 
right  honourable  geiitteman  provide,  if  her  Majesty  .abould 
happen  to  die?  Would,  the  right  hpoouiabfe  gentipnmo^^ 
acting  upon  the  principle,  transfer  those  powers  still  ftriheri. 
Would  he,  to  the  injury,  of  the  Crown,  eirtrast  tb^m  to 
^ome  other  relative  ?  Or  would  fie  be  obliged  by  circum- 
stances to  retrafic  bis  stepF,  and  coasigutbem  to  that  chief 
magistracy  from  which  they  ought  Qever  to  be  separated  i 
He  (Lord  Milton)  had  heard  some  gentlemen  talk  of  persona 
bein^  ready  to  vote  powers  to  the  Kegent,  which  they  wero 
tinwilling  to  confide  to  the  King.  What  those  powera 
were,  be  was  wholly  ignoYant  i  but  this  he  well  knew,  that 
there  were  persons  who  were  most  aoxious  cither  to  transfer 
to  an  unrecognized  quarter,  powers  which  were  annexed  to 
to  the  Crown,  or  to  usurp  them  themselves,  at  the  very  time 
timt  they  called  upon  that  House  to  divest  the  Repses«ita«. 
tive  of  Koyalty  of  the  many  rights  and  dignities  conneded 
with  that  sacred  trust.  Those  persons  were  the  right  hoQf 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  his  colleagues.  Th^y 
endeavoured  to  etBtci  a  system  which  would  separate  in- 
fluence from  the  Guvernmeot— detach  the  Court  horn  (be 
State,  and  in  a  great  degree  dismember  the  Monarchy  itj^If^ 
{Hear  I  hear  \)    Not  only  have  they  provided  to  deprive 
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Ihc  Goyemmertt  of  the  Ecgent  otM  Its  legitimate  influence, 
but  they  have  endeavbured  by  the  present  resolution  io  em-- 
body  an  influence  under  thepretextof being  Accessary  fox  the 
protection  of  the  reigning  King,  but  with  the  view  of  being, 
ror  their  own  purpose^,  operative  against  the  Grovernment 
of  Ms  Representative.  {Hear])  And  this  course  they  have 
pursued  for  the  pnrppse  of  guarding  posterity  from  tne  evil 
dkct3  of  any  Improper  prec^ent  which  might  be  now  esta- 
Mtsbfd&Itwasiiot,  saidtney,  to  meet  any  personal  considera- 
tion^ but  to  take  care  that  the  precedent  of  the  present  day 
fitiomd  not  be  m  future  times  the  source  qf  mi3chicvous  conse- 
quences,  that  the  Regent  has  been  restricted.  Why,  then* 
when  the  tight  hon.  gentleman  was  tul^ing  precaution  against 
the  govemtnent  of  bad  Regents,  was  he,  not  equally  solici*- 
tous  against  the  establishment  of  a  precdient  which  may  be 
serviceable  to  bad  Queens  ?  (Hear !  hear !)  History  was  not 
without  in^nces  of  ambitious  Queens,  deaf  to  all  considerar 
tions  of  honour  and  dutv,  establishing  their  own  influence 
upon  the  subversion  of  the  interests  of  their  husband  and  of 
iheirftknily.  And  therefore,  he  must  again  repeat^  that  if  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  sincere  in  his  assertion^ 
that  it  was  for  future  safety  that  the  proposed  course  should 
bo  adopted,  surely  he  was  bound  by  every  principle  of  con« 
sistency  to  shew  the  same  solicitude  in  the  case  of  a  Queen 
invested*  :with  such  netv  powers,  as  in  that  of  a  Regent 
kbridged  of  the  legitidnate  influence  of  that  King  whom  be 
iepresented. 

Mr,  Stephen  stated  that  he  never  was  more  surprised 
than  at  witnessing  the  reprehension  to  which  his  right  ho- 
nourable friehd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  sub^ 
jetrted  merely  because  he  had  pi'esumed,  in  the  course  c^' 
ills  speech  j  upon  what  the  probable  feelings  of  the  Monarch 
Alight  be,  when  acquainted  with  certain  proceec^ings,  on 
the  restoration  of  his  capacity.  He  was- aware  that  the 
Honse  was  w$tricted'by  a  standing  order  from  an  introduc- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  name,  to  influence  a  debate ;  but  h6 
contended  that  it  would  be  a  most  cruel  application  of 'tbaj 
Onlef  to' apply  it' on  a  question,  in  discussing  whfch  itwak 
actu&Uy. impossible  to  dismiss  from  the  consideration  the 
presumfed  <feelings  of  the  King.  Was  not  the  whole  Case 
sO  delicate,  and  still  $o  important,  an  exception  tp.that 
stand iiig  order?  Would  it  not  be  to  shrink,  as  it  werej 
from  his  duty,  wbre  his  rfght  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Per* 
cii^I),  msuch  a  discussion  as  the  present^  wholly  to  overlook 
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tbQ  conakleratioii  of  what  hb  SoTereipi  wmld  fed,  wheft 
the  eye  of  bis  intellect  is  open  ?  XJafortanaldy  there  ivese 
too  many  proofs  of  the  exquisite,  nay,  extreme  sensibility 
of  (be  Uoyal  mnid— «nd  with  that  convictioo  be  called 
upon  the  Hiouse  to  appreciate  the  effect  which  any  altera-^ 
tion  in  the  system  he  had  approved  might  produce  npoa 
the  happy  recovery  of  hkfacultiesy  when  he  saw  tjio^a 
old  servants  in  whom  he  confided,  and  those  habitual 
predilections  which  he  preferred,  renewed  and  chaoged,  and 
new  persons  and  faces  alone  about  his  person*  The  virtues 
ofthe  Sovereign  had  b^i  our  best  support  throughout  ali 
the  dangers  and  calamities  of  these  eventfiil  times  ;  and  ha 
could  not  but  consider  the  continuance  ofthe  iatmaptioa 
in  the  exercise  of  hjs .  Royal  functions  nothing  short  of  an 
irreparable  loss.  While  he  nuide  this  avowal,  he  trusted 
<hat  no  intention  of  lessening  the  character  of  the  illustrious 
Pftnce,  whom  that  Ilonse  had  determined  to  appoint^  would 
be  imputed  to  him.  For  him  he  felt  the  most  sincere  x^ 
spect,  but  it  was  impossible  that  his  claims  could/ be  com- 
pared with  his  Royal  father.  The  House  could  not  yield 
to  hitu  that  confidence  which  Was  the  growth  of  experience. 
His  virtues  as  a  Monarch  were  yet  to  he  ezpedenoed.  The 
scion  ofthe  forest* with  all  its  native  vigour,  was  still  unable 
to  impart  that  protection  and  shelter  which  was  derii«d 
from  ttic  aged  oak.  Before  we  cafi  ^joy  that  security,  we. 
must  wait  for  a  reign  of  fifty  yeans.  (H  loud  laugh).  Some 
stress  was  endeavoured  to  be  laid  upon  the  expenee  which 
would  be  created  by  the  present  resolution  if  carried  iiito 
efiect.  He  trusted  that  the  House,  bound  as  it  was  to  con« 
suit  every  proper  occasion  of  economy,  would  not  listen 
to  s^n  objection  of  such  a  nature  in  the  pre^t  instance^ 
'\\^hat!  abridge  the  comforts  of  your  Kmg7— *that  King 
who  bas  roigncd  fifty  years,  for  a  savine  of  fifteen  thousand 
|}onNcls  I  He  would.not  calumniate  the  nonest  loyal  ibeUngs 
ofthe  country,  by  supposing  that  it  would  approve  that 
appesirunce  of  ecoaoniy,  which  was  purchased  at  the  price 
of  abridging  the  cousotations  and  comforts  of  a  bdiov^ 
King.  Much  was  said  of  a  new  estate  which  the  lesolu* 
lion  went  to  create,  and  ofthe  influence  which  tfie  present 
servants  of  the  Crown  would  derive  from 'it.  How  could 
it  avail  them,  even  if  thev  entertained  sudi  a  hope!  It 
would  be  extinct  before  the  end  of  the  licxt  winter  cam* 
paign.  But  supposing^  for  the  sake  of  argument,,  the 
objection  to  be  true  in  fact,  he  would  contend  that  ciroum** 
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stances  may  arise^  htvolring  the  best  interests  of  tbe  cooDtrj^ 
and  the  rights  of  tbo  Monarch,  in  discussing  which  such  an 
influence  thrown  into  the  scale  may  be  attended  with  the 
most  beneficial  and  essential  advantage.  Upon  these  grounds 
he  most  fully  supported  the  resolution  of  nb  right  nonour<» 
able  friend. 

Sir  Samuel  RomiUy  said,  that  although  he  should 
have  been  sorry  to  let  such  a  question  as  this  pass  through 
the  House  without  giving  his  opinion  on  it,  yet  he  should 
not"  have  intruded  himself  so  early  in  the  discussion,  if  he 
had  not  felt  that  injustice  had  been  doite  to  two  of  his  h)EH 
nottiableand  learned  friends,  (Mr.  Leach  and  Mr.  Martin)  in 
the  manner  in  which  their  expressions  had  been  quoted,  and 
in  the  observations  which  had  been  made  on  them.  Tbcte 
had  been'  nothing  stated  by  either  of  his  honourable  and 
learned  friends,  which  conveyed  any  dbregard  of  the  feel- 
ings of  his  Majesty,  in  tbe  case  of  his  recovery^  What  had 
been  stated,  and  as  be  thought  very  properly  stated,  was^ 
that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  dwelt  upon  that  point 
of  what  would  probably  be  his  Majesty's  private  feelingfi 
more  than  wa&  proper  in  that  House.  It  was  well  known 
that  on  common  occasions  it  was  irregular  and  tinparlia- 
mentary  to  use  the  name  of  his  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  their  proceedings.  In  this  case,  although  it  was 
impossible  to  avoid  naming  his  Majesty,  yet  he  conceived 
it  nighly  irregular  to  dwell  at  any  length  upon  his  private 
feelings  as  an  argument  to  influence  the  House  in  the  dis- 
charge  of  its  public  diity.  He  thought,  also,  that  it.  was 
yery  unfair  to  assume  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  if  power 
was  giveii  to  the  Regent  to  discharge  the  ofiicers  of  the 
household,  he  would  immediately  proceed  to  exercise  that 

E^wer  by  the  removal  of  all  those  servants  to  whom  his 
ajesty  was  particularly  attached.  This  supposition,  most 
injurious  to  the  character  of  bis  Royal  Highness,  must  also 
be  assumed,  before  the  attention  of  the  House  was  called  to 
the  distress  of  his  Majesty's  feelings  upon  his  recovery. 
He  was  sure  that  those  who  undertook  to  state  to  the 
House  bis  Majesty's  private  feelings  were  very  much  mis- 
taken on  that  subject,  if  they  supposed  that  his  Majesty 
coiild  ever  harbour  such  a  suspicion  of  hb  eldest  son  and 
beir-apparent,  as  to  jsuppose,  that  if  be  was  entrusted  with 
the  full  functions  of  Royalty  during  hb  illness,  he  would 
immediately  abuse  that  power  for  tlie  purpose  of  embarrass- 
ing him  in  the  exercise  of  hb  Government^  if  Providence 
ToL.  I.— 1811.  2X 
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shoiild  be  pleased  to  restore  him  to  health.  A«  ^  the  baf^ 
possibility  of  power  beksg  abosedi  he  would  ask  how  Ihat 
was  to  be  prevented  ?  What  security,  for  escampie^  was 
there  that  tnis  power  might  not  be  abused  in  a  similar  man« 
ner  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Queen  7^  (Near\  heart}  The 
secutrity  was  only  in.  the  natural  feeling  of  conjugal  affec- 
tion, which  mad(e  it  unlikely  that  she  would  run  the  risk  of 
wounding  the  ieelings  of  his  Majesty  by  lemoying  his  par* 
ticular  friends,  and  apjJoiiitiRg  strai^ei^  to  hie  boosehold* 
Now  if  tlie  House  considered  that  there  was  perfeet  security 
for  the  private  feelings  of  his  Majesty  in  this  point,  by 
lelying  on  the  conjugal  action  of  the  Queen,  he  would  ash, 
was  there  90  security  in  the  Qlial  afi^ion  of  the  PHnce  ? 
(L6ud  cries  of  Sear  I  hear !)  Any  argitinent  which  proceed** 
ed  on  this  suppositioni  was  highly  injurious  totiiediavaoter 
of  his  Royal  Highness.  What  ehe  could  be  meant  by  those 
who  expressed  slich  fears,  that  in  the  space  of  a  very  ftw 
weeks  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  all  the  crf&eers  of  the 
Household  woulu  be  discharged,  and  strangers  p«t  in  their 
places.  *  It  was  insisted  too,  that  of  all  the  changes  which 
could  be  made  by  the  Regent,  the  changes  whieh  might  be 
made  in  the  Household  would  aficct  most  deeply  the  private 
feelings  of  the  King.  What !  would  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  state,  that  no  appointments,  or  no  cliaoge  of  ap< 
pointments  which  could  be  made  with  respect  to  military^ 
and  naval  commanders,  or  to  the  whole  internal  adrainistra-' 
tion  of  the  countnr,  on  which  the  happiness  of  the  people . 
depends,  would  a&ct  the  private  feehn^s  of  hie  Majesty  so 
much  as  the  dismissal  of  some  Lords  ot  the  Bedchamber  ? 
The  geodemen  who  maintained  that  argument  seraaed  to 
consioer,  that,  whether  the  war  was  conducted  with  wisdom 
or  folly,  whether  a  peace  might  be  made  oi\  bonoumble  or 
disgmorful  terms,  or  whether  the  people  were  to  be  render^ 
happy  or  unhappy  by  the  manner  in  whtcA  they  were 
governed,  were  points  which  might  be  committed  absolutdhf 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Regent,  as  they  only  related  to  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  but  that  the  deepest  attack  which 
could  be  made  on  the  private  feelings  of  his  Majesty  would 
be  in  removing  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber.  He  thought) 
however,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  been  as 
completely  wrong  in  their  opinion  of  the  private  feelings  of 
his  Majesty,  as  they  had  been  irregular  in  introducing  them 
for  the  purpose  of  an  undue  influence  on  the  House,  it  was 
absurd  to  say,  that  the  Prince  might  safely  be  trusted  with 
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all  tbe  holier  powers  of  the  Qoverament,  upon  which  tb« 
honour  and  securi  tj  of  his  Majesty's  Crown  as  well  ds  (x  the 
Country  dependeil ;  but  that  he  was  not  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  the  regulation  of  the  Royal  Household,  or  with  the 
appointment  or  removal  of  a  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber.  Be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  state  his  opinion  on  the  particular  reso« 
lution  submitted  to  the  House,  he  hoped  that  he  would  not 
be  considered  much  out  of  order,  in  making  some  obaervar 
tions  upon  the  restrictions  in  general.  This  question  was  so 
connected  with  the  particular  one  before  the  Uousei  that  he 
did  not  know  how  to  separate  them.  Whatever  severity 
of  censure  he  might  expose  himself  to,  from  delivering  his 
opinion,  be  would  say,  that  he  felt  very  great  doubts  of  the 
rights  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  to  propose  kiestric^ 
tions  on  the  power  of  the  R^ent.  (Loud  cries  of  JSVuri 
hear  I  principally  from  the  Ministerial  benches).  He  sboulc) 
repeatj  that  he  had  great  doubts,  whether  the  two  Houses 
possessed  any  such  right;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  that  (l^e 
resolutions  which  they  had  adopteu  were  inconsistent  with 
the  course  that  they  were  pursuing.  They  first,  in  tkei,r  re^ 
soluti(ms,  state,  that  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Royal 
authority ;  and,  uAer  so  stating  that  it  is  their  duty  to  sup* 

fly  it,  they  proceed  by  leaving  part  of  it  unsuppUedl 
rom  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  two  Houses  had  a  right  to 
supply  the  Royal  authority;  but  he  did  not  think  they  iiad  a 
right  to  substitute  anv  thing  eke  in  the  place  of  it.  ^  The 
two  Houses  had  a  right  to  restore  what  was  deficient  in  the 
Constitution,  but  they  had  no  right  to  alter  it  without  the 
cimsent  of  the  third  estate.  They  had  not  a  right  to  make  a 
mew  Constitution  at  their  pkasure.  If  the  two  Houses,  for . 
example,  should  choose  to  appoint  a;  person  merely  to  give 
his  assent  to  their  Bills,  leaving  at  the  sanae  time  all  the  other 
functions  of  Royalty  unsuppli^,  they  would  be  doing  a  thmg 
which  they  had  no  right  to  do-— Their  right  and  tneir  duty 
v^as  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Monarch  during  the  ^k 
ness  of  the  &fvereign :  and  if  they  did  not  supply  the  defi* 
ciencv,  but' only  what  part  of  it  they  thought  pi^per,  they 
would  be  failing  to  discharge  that  which,  in  their  own  Reso* 
tioBf  they  bad  declared  to  be  their  duty.  A  ri^bi  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  House  had  a  nght  to  do  no 
more  than  to  del^ate  such  parts  of  the  Royal  authority  as 
w  as  necessary  fi;>r  the  wdl*bmg  of  the  Government.  That 
ipentleman  had  not,  however,  explained  what  part  of  thf 
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Royal  prerogative  was  not  necessary  for  the  wdl-beuig  of 
the  Goyernment ;  and,  he  mast  say,  that  in  the  coQrse  of 
his  studies^  he  had  never  found  out  what  was  unneoessary. 
If  any  branches  of  the  prerogative  were  not  necessary,  they 
ought  not  to  exist.     A  power  that  was  quite  unnecessary, 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  any  hands:     As  to  the  restricting 
the  Regent  from  making  any  Peers,  except  in  reward  for 
naval  or  military  seprices,  he  could  shew,  by  some  instances, 
that  there  were  other  cases  in  which  the  restriction  might  be 
positively  injurious  to  the  public  service.     There  was  a 
report  very  cnrrenf,  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  Mr. 
Perceval,  could  say  whether  it  was  true  or  not,  that  on  the 
last  appointment  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas^  his 
Majesty  had  selected  for  that  situation  a  man  of  great  pro-i 
Sessional  talents  (Mr.  Perceval  was  here  alluded  to) ;  that  ^n- 
tieman  was  said  to  have  positively  refUsed  the  situation, 
unless  it  was  accompanied  by  a  peerage.    Now,  if  that  case 
actually  occurred,  the  country  might  be  deprived  of  the 
services  of  some  other  person  of  talents  equally  eminent, 
from  the  Regent  not  being  able  to  create  a  peer,    indeed, 
before  the  appointment  of  the  present  Lord  Chief  Justice^ 
the  three  Chief  Justices  who  had  preceded  him  had  been  all 
peers  ;  and  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  a  Chief  Justice 
of  the    King*8  Bench  not  being  made   a    peer.       Many 
men    fit    for    th^se    high    stations  also    aspired  to   the 
-  honours  of  the  peerage ;  and  the  country  would  lose  the 
benefit  of  their  services,  if  the  peerage  was  to  be  withheld 
from  them.     But  when  he  mentioned  these  instances  of  pub- 
lic inconvenience  likely  to  follow  fi^m  the  restriction,  he  by 
no  tfteans  thought  that  it  was  sufiicient  to  aljow  the  Regent 
•merely  to  give  the  peerage  to  such  persons  as  had  performed 
military  services^  or  filled  certain  offices  in  the  State.     He 
thought  that  this  would  be  a  most  invidious  distinction  in 
(he  peerage,  to  lay  it  down  that  some  of  the  Peers  were  en- 
titled to  it  from  merit,  and  that  the  rest  owed  their  promo- 
tion merely  to  the  capriccf  of  .the  Sovereign.    It  was  for  the 
public  good  that  men  should  rise  to  the  peerage  from  other 
ccmsideratiohs  besides  naral  and  military  services,  and  there- 
fore to  restrict  other  persons  from  receiving  the  honour  of 
the  peerage,  was  as  contrary  to  the  public  good  as  it  was 
degrading  the  Peerage,  by  making  invidious  distinctions. 
All  that  the  Houses  of  Ptoliament  had  now  to  do,  was  to 
restore  the  Constitution,  and  the  whole  Constitution.     He 
(lifferKl  very  ro\xch  from  the  opinion  which  vras  expressed 
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by  an  honourable  and  learned  £;entteman  (Mr.  ^phen)  of 
the  speech  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Leach) :  so  far  from 
thinking  that  it  could  be  called  illogical  and  unsound  in  its 
conclusions,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  most  clear  and  convin* 
cinff. — It  had  been  completely  unanswered  hitherto*  and  he 
believed  it  was  unanswerable.  As  to  the  precedent  of  1788, 
which  had  been  so  much  relied  on,  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
entitled  to'  all  that  weight  and  authority  whicn  had  been 
supposed  to  belonc^  to  it.  He  might  as  well  flatter  himself^ 
that,  the  Bill  which  he  had  brought  in  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  Criminal  Law  bad  the  authority  of  Parliament.  The 
Bill  which  he  brought  in  had  passed  through  the  House  of 
Commons  almost  without  opposition ;  nor  were  any  objec- 
tions made  to  it  in  the  Lords,  until  the  very  last  stage.  Mow, 
if  any  accident  prevented  the  decision  of  the  Lcmls  being 
taken  on  this  last  stage* of  the  Bill,  he  might  just  as  well 
plume  himself  in  the  thobght,  that  the  two  Houses  of  Far* 
Hament  bad  adopted  his  ideas^  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  could  now  bring  forward  the  un- 
fiilished  proceedings  of  the  year  1788  as  a  complete  and 
established  parliamentary  precedent.  In  fact  this  precedent 
spared  to  be  cited  only  to  be  departed  from.  He  was  not 
dispose  to  attach  a  greater  degree  of  value  to  this  precedent 
ffom  what  had  been  said  of  me  high  authority  of  the  per* 
son  from  whom  it  proceeded ;  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
"Worship  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt,  although,  as  be  was  now 
dead,  he  did  not  wish  to  speak  against  him.  He  knew  bow 
many  persons  in  that  House  were  connected  with  him  by 
private  friendship,  and  were  almost  idolators  of  his  charac- 
ter and  talents.  To  those  gentlemen  he  did  not  wish  to  aict 
with  incivility,  by  dispraising  him  of  whom  they  thought 
so  highly  ;  but  he  must  say,  that,  notwithstanding  the  great 
talents  which  he  undoubtedly  possessed,  he  never  could  ac* 
knowledge  his  claim  to  be  considered  a  great  mail— (loud 
•cries  of  Hear^  hear  \  from  both  sides).  Before  he  could  give 
him  that  character,  he  must  see  the  instances  where  his  great 
talents  were  exercised  in  improving  the  condition  of  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  Was  it  possible  to  read  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  in  1788,  without  being  con- 
vinced that  the  object  of  Mi'.  Pitt^  through  the  whole  course 
of  those  proceedings,  was  merely  to  retain  the  power  in  his 
own  hancb  as  long  as  he  could ;  and,'  when  he  Oould  no 
longer  keep  it,  to  give  it  up  to  his  successors  as*  much  cur* 
tailed  as  possible  ?    He  appeared  most  triumphantly  tq  lay 
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kM  of- a  skigk  expieBBiaiiy  which  fell  in  tho  coiune  of 
debate,  and  made  that  the  pretext  for  the  proceedings  which 
wcw  teconnnended.  The  proceedings  in  Parliament  at 
that  day  exhibited  n  struggle,  in  which  sceae  Mr.  Pitt  ap* 
pcond  the  piiiacipal  actor,  contending  for  his  own  power. 
At  the  present  time,  when  all  the  strength  of  Majesty  was 
neoeiBary,  be  thought  the  Executive  power  sbonkL  not  be 
stripped  of  its  accustomed  splendour,  or  diminished  in  its 
powers  The  question  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  seemed  to  wish  to  determuie,  was,'  with  how  smafl  a 
portion  of  the  Regal  authority  the  bnsineas  of  the  country 
could  go  on  ?  As  to  the  splendour  which  ought  to  surround 
the  Executive  power,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  when  there 
were  discussions  respecting  unnecessary  burdens  from  inooiH 
sidmUe  joffices,  it  was  always  contended  on  the  part  of  Minis- 
tersi  that  those  appointments  were  necessary  for  the  proper 
splendour  and  influence  of  the  Throne*  H  e  hoped  that  they 
would  not  now  try  tbe.experiment  in  the  first  office  inthecoua* 
try— 4hat  of  Bjsgaii — with  how  small  a  portion  of  splendour 
aaa  influence  it  would  be  oonsistept  with  the  public  aafiety 
that  the  Head  of  the  goyemment  should  be  invested,  pid 
the  right  hoaoar^fafe  gentleman,  then,  suppose,  that 
because  it  might  be  likely  that  the  Regent  wcHiId  encouni|^ 
such  measures  of  economy,  a  stop  should  be  put  to  those 
reforms  to  which  the  people  looked  with  so  much  anxiety 
and  interest,  by  imposing  restrictions  upon  the  powers  to 
be  oommitt^  to  the  Rq;ent  i  He  should,  for  his  part,  prcK 
test  against  this^  doctrine,  as  injurious  to  the  government  of 
the  I&ent>  and  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  puUic :  but  he  was  particulariy  averse  from  making  an 
experiment  upon  the  C<Mistitution,  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Regent  with  restrictions  of  the  ^wers  ot  the  JSxecutiva 

Evemment*  This  experiment  might  be  tried  with  much 
s  danger  in  the  case  of  a  pefson  removed,  no  matter  how 
fiir,  from  the  succession  to  the  Crown.;  but  couldnot  be  put 
into  piactioe  without  much  apparent  haiard  in  the  penpoa 
of  an  individual,  the  Heir-Apparent  to  the  Crown,  and  who 
would  have  at  no  distant  time,  perhaps,  to  take  on  him  flie 
whole  powers  of  the  Executive  government.  To  crippfe, 
in  the  hands  of  the  latter,  the  powers  of  government,  whUst 
they  may  be  tempomrily  entrusted  to  him,  might  haye  the 
efl^of  mducing  men  to  conclude,  that  the  restrictioBs  im- 
posed during  the  termof^hisRq^cy,  might  beneficially 
be  continued  whenevari  by  the  course  of  nature,  he  should 
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iUQoeffd  tD  the  eotire  Soiremigiity.  Wefe  tliese  times  fet 
trjrfng  eneh  an  tepcriment  ?  W  as  the  prceent  Mttialion  of 
(his  coantrjr,  and  of  the  world,  when  it  was  impossible  not 
to  foiaee  that  in  ,the  reign  of  the  Successor  to  the  throne  the 
HMMt  impoFlant  crents  roust  oocur^  the  most  firrouvaUe  lor 
aocit  a  trial  ?  For  himself,  he  should  wish  most  sinoerel  j 
that  the  glories  of  the  present  reign,  which  had  been  so 
moeb  dwmt  upon,  shootd  be  enhanced  in  the  reign  of  the 
Svocesaor  of  his  Majesty ;  and  tiiat  the  happiness  of  the 

Eiple,  which  was  statea  to  be  one  of  the  MMlags  of  hn 
jesty^^s  goremment,  shoald  be  increased  under  &e  pater- 
nal mis  of  his  imiMdtate  Heir.  With  this  yiew,  not  only 
Crom  regard  to  Ae  Prinoe,  but  to  the  Sovereign,  and  to  the^ 
country,  he  sboold  not  consent  to  any  of  the  lestrictions 
proposed  apon  the  Rq;ent«  He  wcrald  ask  any  hoq.  goitle^ 
aian  to  lay  his  band  upon  his  heart,  and  say,  whether  the  . 
iwpositioii  of  such  restrictions  would  not  have  the  efiect  of 
anciag  a  stigma  upon  the  character  of  the  Prince  of  Wafes ; 
and  whether  it  would  be  saie  to  try  an  experiment  which 
would  be  so  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  and  likely  to  be 
piodnctive  of  such  injariotts  consequences  ?  Upon  all  these 
obTiona  considerations,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
topport  the  amendment. 

i^r.  WMier farce  cbaerredy  thatthe  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  honouraUe  and  learned  gentleman,  and  wliicn  no  doubt 
had  es^ped  him  unintentionelly,,  bore  hard  apon^  those 
who  happened  to  di&r  in  opinion  from  him.  When  the 
kamed  gentleman  particularised  the  diflieuHies  in  which 
the  Regent  would  be  placed  as  heir-apparent  to  the  throne, 
by  the  operation  of  the  restrictions,  he  thought  bis  conola- 
sions,  though  just  ground  for  reasoning,  not  warranted ; 
and.  for  himself  should  say,  that  he  deduced  the  opposite 
iafeieace  from  his  premises^  Nothing,  in  his  cypiiiion, 
could  moie  plainly  mark  the  distinction  between-  the  Throne 
and  the  temporary  exercise  of  the  Royal  functions,  than  that 
the  pcrsonappointed  to  the  office  of  Regent  shouM  be  limited 
ini  theexoieiae  of  those  powers  and  prerogatives  which  belong. 
to  the  Sowreign  actually  filling  the  throne.  He  was  per- 
suaded, that  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  when  atguing 
cooUy,  would  not  be  disposed  to  maintain,  that  the  limita- 
tions proposed  on  this  occasion  could,  if  carried  into  effect, 
boany^st^ma  on,  the  illustrious  Person  to  be  invested  with 
the  d9Soe  of  Regent.  In  agreeing  to  the  restrictions,  he 
was  mdy  to  dedajiO)  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  any 
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jealousy  or  distrust  of  tbe  Prince  of  Wales.  He  thought 
it  of  importance,  on  such  an  occasion,  tat  fhe  Houses  of  Fsr« 
liament  to  act,  not  upon  the  ground  of  any  jealousy  to  be  en^' 
tertained  respecting  the  Royal  personage  iwbo  was  now  to  be 
appointed  Regent,  but  generally  with  reference  to  all  pereoos 
who  may  by  possibility  stand  m  the  same  situation.  They 
were  always  to  bear  in  mind,  that  though  no  distrust  could 
apply  to  thecase  of  the  present  Prince  of  \VaIes)  other  Princes 
might  be  hereafter  placed  in  similar  circumstances,  in  whom 
the  Rame  confidence  could  not  safely  be  reposed.  He  was  ready 
<o  admit,  and  with  satisfaction,  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  Regent  were  such  as  to  do  away  all  question  itspoc^ 
ing  the  effect  of  tbe  personal  distinctions  to  which  he  had 
already  adverted.  Different  opinions  must  of  couise  be 
entertained,  according  to  tbe  difierent  view  of  the  sidijeot, 
taken  by  gentlemen  on  each  side  of  the  House;  but,  fox 
his  own  part,  he.  was  persuaded,  that  wh^t  the  Committee 
bad  to  do  on  this  occasion  was^  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 
bow  much  of  the  executive  power  was  necessary  to  be  gi^ea 
to  the  Regent,  in  onier  to  enable  him  to  carry  on-  the 
adminibtmtion  of  affairs  for  a  time  (f/eur,  htoTy  hear!) 
— Unless  be  let  slip  some  expression  of  which  he  was  not 
aware,  be  was  at  a  loj^s  to  find  out  what  ridicule  attached  to 
th'e  observation  he  had  just  made.  He  should  therefore 
repeat,  that  tbe  question  for  tbe  Committee  to  decide  was, 
what  d^ee  of  the  royal  functions  was  necessary  to  be 
given  to  the  liegent,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the 
government  with  efficiency,  and  what  degree  of  restriction 
would  l)e  expedient  to  be  interposed  with  a  view  to  prevent 
ahy  power  being  conferred  which  was  not  actually  necessary 
for.  carrying  on  tbe  government,  (Hear^  hear^  hear  !J 
and  to  remove  any  ol^tructions  to  the  resumption  of  his 
royal,  functions  on  the  part  of  bis  Majesty,  on  his  happy 
restoration  to  health.  It  was  not  to  be  denied  that  at  the 
present  moment  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  war ;  but  he  did 
not  think  the  power  to  grant  peera^  during  a  year  neces* 
^^ry  to  enable  a  Regent  to  admmister  the  govemmoit* 
With  regard  to  the  main  question  before  the  Committee,  he 
would  own,  that  on  coming  down  his  mind  was  not  made, 
up,  and  that  consequently  he  was  disposed  to  listen  to  every 
thing  that  might  tend  to  obviate  the  difficulties  on  his 
mind.  Not  having  expected  the  business  to  come  on  so 
soon,  be  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  what  had 
fallen  from  his  right  honourable  friend,  (the  Chancellor  of 


th9  fis^s|ieqi|er).    But  be^thoqg^ht  (bat  on  »  qiuiMon^  ibis  ^ 
deacnpjtiQiiy  muph  oooftidemtjon  ima  doe  to  the  peftoaal 
com»tk  |um|  fatisfiictioii:  of  his  M^jes^ ;  and  that  for  this 
object  it  wiHiid  txi  deAmiAe^  that  oa  his  iecx>Very  he  should 
not  ^od  himself  surroimded  by  penons  stnuigm  to  him* 
He  troffted,  hofpever,  that  efeo  that  ifoold  oot  have  any 
isjaiious  dfoc^  as  his  BSajesty  had  a  truly  British  heart. 
(jn  4hQ  poU^l  qu^on»  he  was  cooraioed  that  they  all' 
thougbt  lerioualy^^aiid  meant  weU»  finr  (he  ooontry.    The 
House  would  not  consider  the  saving  of  ISyOOOL  as  any 
matorial  consideration*    He  ipoked  upon  it,  that  the  keep-  *  , 
ingof  persons  about  his  Majesty,  who  would  be  gratefUL  to 
him,  woul4  jbe  a  desirable  object.    His  right  hon.  friend   ' 
(Mr.  jCanBLog)  bad  stated  last  ni£;bt»  that- it  would  be 
belief  .to  give  the  controul  of  the  Housdiold  to  the  Queen 
ior  li^  than  to  ix  any  limit  at  which  it  was  to  be  vested 
in  the  Regent.    For  himself,  he  thought  the  happy  medium : 
between  the  two  estremes  may  be  adopted.    As  to  what 
had  be^  said  by  his  bofi.,  aad  learned  friend,  respecting 
that  great  ipian  lMx»  Pitt)  now.no  nioie»  be  must  observe 
that  be  thought  diflEsrently  from  him.    It  had  been  observed^ 
that  ^gieirt  men  were  oaly  to  be  known  when  lost ;  the 
contrary,  was  the.  case  wuh  respect  to  that  distinguished 
Sb^c^maur    It  was  not  necessary  to  contemplate  him  upon 
bis  pedestal ;  his  Uvii^  virtues  weie  sufficiently  manifest  to 
those  who  posses^  his  friendship.    He  was  no  worshij^per 
of  that  great  rna^j  for  be  of^  diffisred  from  that  illustrious 
chamcter,  but  never  without  pain  $  ^  and  in  speaking  of  him, 
be  did  it  with  all  the  solenmity  of |(iviog  testimonv :  even  his  ^ 
opponents  must  do  justice  to  his  talints>  his  love  of  hb 
oountry,  his  virtues,  hisdisioteiestedneas ;  forof  him  it  could 
Jrijlj  be  said, 

Ajnijdtix  sempltcTttei  inholcituB  placabiles. 

■ 

?— tie  thought  t^iait  the  main  question  was,  what  degree  of 
the  .powers  of  the  gpverument  should  be  given  to  the 
Regent,  at  the  same  time  iLi^t  he  thought  that  the  Prince 
would  not,  in  apy  instance,  be  wanting  m  respect,  afieptiofi^ 
duty,  or  ioye,  to  his  Sovereign  and  £ither^ 

Mr.  Adam  be^ed  the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  a 
few  inom^ts.    M  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  thought, 
it  should  be  banished  from  their  oonsideration ;  the  question 
vtus  not  involved  either  in  the  chamcter  of  BIr.  Pitt  or  hjs 
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gfHrt  ftftportwn,  Miw  Flwtv^  lVitk«liiriliei^rie%aftfbfdk>i^; 
pMrM  Wn  ^^pMd  t  Mt;  ftom  lli^^0fifMr(bilMet1rfM|r  he 
litd  hirf  #r  tMti|^  hint  {ft  ^^hHtf^,  fett  iiatf  ^$ffth  til  hbv^ ' 
qfMMliA  only  *wli«t  waft^teteiikited  to  ^Mf «  ftf  him  ffleeal^eia 
andTcsfMctofeventlMMeirbo  w^r^lkAttfinl^^  * 

Ifi  (he  coarse  «prth«  ^dfeobargeiif  ftn  lili^elis'prtlfRtei^^^tir) 
he  tMrf  fraqtiMt  •t^rtuuM^ tf  ktwwi^ttic  iletitiMUm iif 
Ntt%  Pit^  Md  toty'  wnK  iittti  ai'tniiM  biiV#  endMfed  hftfi  (o 
eferjr  peisofi.  He  \m»  utmiib^y  tkhvW^^  io  tn^pHrAt^  41ke 
qBMtiM  hem  all  Meh  eefisiAirfl^ft^ '  ^nd  to  lodk ;««  il 
ahltitlcteS  ttwk  tiWmtlk  MlhoiAty .  Thl«i»6  wn  mi  iiafytm. 
BpAgt wilrieliodt $  iheiie'iwaB  mi OpMohlbr  rnsfiimoiiftto 
a  eertaid  ett^t,  and  no  fitrther ;  *thmf  Wai^h^  a  sef  of 
le^hliem  aftd  a  iet*«if  tesiridtioM-s-^lA^  CotMriltelK  Wodld 
aSsMer  hbur  &r  tbr  Miboii^'  adi^M^oed  in,  behafP  of  ^V^ 
iteie  cdiicluftiife  undl  Miliafiidlorf )  andlro^  jiidge  aoebrd- 

iaglj^  '  '  •« »    • '  .  '    • 

After  imAtioiifMgttie  tt»ii)di«BV«fReM  t>f  fhe  MnMHclia; 
the  Lotd€hMiberUkiyi,'IM  IMUbM'  of  1»^  Itcme^  (Mer  !>rd 
Stvwttd,  and  tM  OvMfn' of  4hie  Siote,  he  stated' ttnitr  ^h^ 
bad  Ofher  dttti^«ofi^fof«l  M^p^ideiit  of  theae  ^ttMcftilflMT' 
ootfoed^d  wUh  hte  MajeM/a  Mtt>Ibhitietii :  <Ms  Xbn) 
^amtieilahs  fer  loflhiioe,  md  a  Mipeffifiteiidief^' liimetln 
mmm  caies of natkMial'  MiporCaaee^  and* Ae  ^mpeM'Jsard' 
Stewandl  wife  ahij^  jadtefal  ^hiaCiGii.  The  quiatton  ifi^ 
irhc^lher  theM  Migbt  not'  be  ti>af»fert«A  to  the  hoofecKold 
«f  the  itege«^/fti  oidet*'«o^  stitngtben  tbfr  ^aowera  of  (he 
govemnent)  vMnMii  detMelioB  mm  my  of  fhe  comibfts 
Of  ^ioh  hto  MejMy*aailttalk)&'wafl  aonceptibie  ?  He  sbonld 
t^kh  filftt  tfae  dfecMfioMry  power  o^  the  whole  lenHsM  be 
left  ia  the  handu  of  the  ll^t,  (hut  be  Mi^htbilni^  Mr 
opportunitv  of  evincing  bis  anxiety  for  the  weHbli?  t>t^hi2 
father,  and  his  own  forbearance.  But  if  he  found  that  this 
was  contrary  to -<be.8enset»Ft)ie  House,  hQwotdd  support 
the  amendment  as  a  medium.  The  principal  part  oLibe 
lH)tiS(AoM  wfaitb  ifv^  (iiofHi^Mled'Wtth  fStt  exccntive  trtftbofftvi 
fo  bfe  tmfnftrned  wMi  H,  md  Ihe  rest  to  continue  in  the 
tiands  oV*  the  Queen  consort,  -for  the  conyfort  of  his  Mmsity^ 
•nd  the  support  of  his  royal  d  igoiir.  Thoagh  tfael!iffi^cb 
between  himself  and  the  Cbaiicelior  of  tlie  Exchequer  waa 
jrretft  fn  ipaAitt  of  prineijile,  it  wus  Uttle  as  *fet  as  respected 
Itie  comfort  of  hi^  M^tY.  He  (Mr.  Perceral)  proposed 
that  Ihi;  "Queen  shouM  have  all  for  the  present— to  be 
deptfvedof  a  part  at  the  did  of  a  yeftr;  but  }ie<1MI^.  Adam) 


aiitf  tboie  vitV  vkonr  l»^cftd»  .liecMMUKihrir  ihai  ike 
cMtnfni  flhoold'  ^ttbe-  ^^aco:  iowt>«*«dh^,  'sappiMff '  Mh 
liqssljr  ivcie  to  toeoiev  Mi  n  wok.aiter  ile  CK|Mrattm  of' 
tlM>flM»  liewmdd'fiodlldnMl^aKkrtfaepiovisiraoCth^ 
CliMKxUop  tf  tlb  Eufa^qMr^  ewMljii ni  the  mtm^Om  m^ 
whidiu  if  tlie  amoMliiiaif  ilmldln  flotlpi^  he  mi^bt  be 
placed  at  ihe  rad.oC  jii  varigi««**^AQd  now  came  tht  gnaot  i 
poiait-^the  iMftaliitarfaoiial;  qne^ioe*    He^JM  hotfoMan  to 
Gonteod  that  mitbaiigf  dmikibe'left  WtW  Qaeen,  Ka^tii^ 
the  ca«9  eC  ike  rajai  jpegson  td  eoppoil  9  mol  aoiy 
foh  of  Bit  Majfstyv  bqt  tiie  digailv  df  the  tpiit-<-bQ€  tie 
did  lay/ that  the  ^fiffltal  p^liiical  offieea  ef  Ae  hoMibeM 
owfai  w>l  "te  be  lepnatcd  finon:  thaEsMulifb  iuthottty, 
aed  iluA  DO  fwywiMii  te  knpoHo  ought  to  be  cMited; 
Thoilp^h  he  had  bean)  this  lutgeafc  dinuiii^ed  bj  sooie  great 
maD  in  1786)  yel  tfaeae  ivaas  doatriae  camectcd  WMk  ie 
i»liich  had'  never  bee»  dittiaict^  biaiq^ht  fbtwatd  aiuf 
aaltled.  .  It  had  betn.  doubted  -whether  the  RMmnt  waa 
laittpeoaibhs  like  the  Senmt^m.    He  oHdafofaieJ  that  there 
CMid  bene  oonatilDtipnal  doufatoa  the  satqeel-^4hat  Che 
Rq^eni  vaa  irrespoaBihle  as>  watt  as  thr  KiM— 4hat  1^  Ae 
GbnstitutioR  kreapansibiUty  bdoagad  hi  the  Ovowa  whoefer 
lioee  It,  aod  rc9|Kinslbilky .  hn  ita  adviten.     Applying  thi» 
doctrine  to  the  qeorfbik  mm  vmdm  ooasideiattODf  lie  asfol; 
whether  the  poUtind  powav  oC/tha  booBohbld,  behiftgiiuf 
properly  to  the  Crown ,  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  the  hamM 
of  an  itreapemihli  eseoutiie  ofioer  with  icapooB We  advters^ 
father  than  in  the  haeda  of  the  Qaee*,  of  whom  he  ^p^ 
IP  terms  of  the  btghcrt  rmpaot  aa  theoontott  of  his  wm^ 
mign^  a  penea  not  iiMfpaadfala  ?««^ Aod  ho  at  the  Mane 
tirae  lemankeA  thai  no  iBhmtkm  had*  Mfim  expiwiftwd  of 
lirppeab^p  iaojr  allemtloa  m  the  Bitt  mth^  r^id  to  Ibii 
wq^NdtBOt  pmotl  ^   Xhia  iaiuaaoi  aod  potioaage  of  the 
CioWB  than  vaatobrpfaucBd  wlhel  baadabf  o  fUMosiblh 
wditidbiat  WKk  that  btflhridoallh^ceoaoat  of  bfe  1^^ 
who  misht  iHMibli^  eoMraae  a  poaKoaof  the  iMr»M  ea- 
Ittuited  ti^  4ieK;wltho«t  the  adtiooof^  bet  eooaetf^^M  that 
the  itetoao  faoUi^s  e  fpeM  of  the.  aqtboriti  of  the*  Cbowti 
wooU  be  liahle  jto  bt)oallad  to  aa^  aocbunt  h»  oppeUtiM  to 
the  estaUHfalid  miziii,  that  tfaoKia^^  ia  hh^  poKtieia 
capaiaty^  0Mil4l  da  oa  wi««  !«UWhy  .then  it  WM  ^fcarf^ 
the  oenatltotieaal  doctime^  that 'thai  powfer  pfoferly  Mfong- 
ing  IQ  the  CSeown  iteidd  be  pboed  h»  4ha  ba^dp  of  an 
irm|#aBibfe,MividaaVwit^a.iaipoarihIooeiiMtt.    ' 
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At  ^Xb6  ipfhittice  of  thg  CKiwn^  irs  knW  h««r  it  irlirild 
ibiiid  wben  in  the  bands  of  a  lespoiMiUe  individin] ; 'tbe 
infliiffice  of  the  Crown  itas  not  onij  a  snbjcct  to  be  fonnd 
in  the  theory  of  tfie  Cooslitatiott— it  had  been  leoog^naed  bj 
Parliament  whentheiwolntion  was  passed,  that  the  inSnence 
of  the  Crown  liad  increasad,  was  uoieasing,  and  ought  to 
be  diminished."— Why^  then,  was  it  tnoonsisteni  with  a  jnst 
r^asd  to  the  Ceostitntion  to  plaoe  a  coasiderAle  portion  of 
the  influence  of  the  down  b  the  hands  of  one  exercising  a 
power  whidi  had  nothing  to  do  with  tfie  executiiw  govem- 
mmt  ?  They  weie  then  Conisiderinj^  how  the  defisct  in  (he 
£»ecatife  anthority  was  to  be  soppiied*-and  he  asaintftined, 
aloDg  with  his  hon.  and  kaned  friend  (Leaofa),  who  had 
woomplished  what  he  had  aever  .before  witnessed — his- 
$lfnA  having,  by  the  force  of  its  power  fill  logic  ahMie, 
pecoied  the  profevnd  attention  of  die  Hoose-r4hat  the  two 
blanches  of  the  Legislatoiie  had  ne^ier  altered  the  power  of 
the  Crown  so  as  to  leafe  a  poition  in  the  hands  of  bne 
IiaTittg  nothing  to  do  with  the  Exoentiiie  government,  bnt 
that  this  power  had  always  been  preservod  entireMhaf^ 
ishether  under  4  piotectomtD  or  any  other  superintending 
authoritv,  the  power  of  the  Crown  was  always  in  tM 
lionarpn— 4)ioogb,  in  ,the  absence  of .  the  King,  Lofds 
jTustioes,  or  persons  wnder  whatever  denomination,  might 
be  empowq^  to  adminirtCT  the  di|ily  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Adverting  briefly  to  the  question  of  expediency,  hepror 
tested,  upon  that  ground  also,  against  severing  the  influence 
of  the  Clown  from  the  fisecotive  government  Did  nothing 
depend  on  the  dwree  of  power  entrusted  to  the  Regent,  in 
legtrd  to  the  opimon  to  be  fonned  of  him  Imt  forein  nationsi 
and  even  lyv  our  enemies  I  Would  it  add  nothmg  to  the 
wei^bt  of  the  ciedeatials  of  asinisteia  to  be  seat  to  die  few 
foreign  nations  tliatatittiteained  frigidly  tons,  thatit  should 
be  undentood  that  the  Rqient  had  been  so  trusted,  and  th^t 
Parlihment  had  not  thoiight  proper^  to  withhdd  from  him 
the  fg^traoidinary  powesof  the  &own)  io  be  exercised  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  whid^  was*  the  peopled  un- 
elienabk  right  2  He  conclude  with  rape»ting,  that  his 
olQQct  was  not  tQ  take  froln  the  King  those  about  htm  who 
might  be  necessary  for  bis  comfort-  and*  4fgnity,  but  that 
iboee  efl^ceis  who  hdd  high  political  ab<bority  shouM  not 
^  ?)y^^  ^f^"^  ^^  Crown  )  and  that  theii  should  be  np 
mterierepop  with  the  cqastitntional  principle,  iUei  h«  who, 
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adihinistdted  the  Executive  govertfnieat  should  have  the 
patrona^  connected  with  his  situation. 

LordDesati  defended  the  character  of  Mir.  Pllt,  which, 
he  said,  had  been  improperly  attacked  by  ah  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (Sir  S.  Romitly).    The 
discussion  might  have  been'  carried  on  without  depreciating 
the  character  of  one  who  was  now  no  more,  or  iai  least 
"^ithbut  attfibntin.^  to  him  ihotires  which  it  would  have 
been  uncandid  to  have  ascribed  to  tmy  living  member.     He 
affirmed,  that  Mr.  Pitt  hadbeoi  activated  by  other'  motive 
than  the  preservatibn  of  his  power — that  he  had  done  much 
good  indeed  io  the  country — ^that  he  had  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  our  naval  supibriority — that  he  had  preserved  the 
country  from  the.  hornd  scenes  which  the  late  revolution  had 
occasioned  in  France — that  he  had  by  his  powerful  eloquence 
eradicated  the  seeds  of  democracy  from  many  of  those 
minds  \jk  which  they  had  been  most  firmly  rooted^hat 
his  commercial  and  financial  abilities  had  been  umversally 
acknowled^— and  particularly  that  his  financial  ^lents 
had  been  allowed,  even  by  those  who  denied  his  other  great 
.qualities.    His  eloquence,  indeed,  had  not  done  all  that  he 
imagined ;  for  the  honourable  and  learned  ^ntleman  had 
again'  brought  forward  the'claim  of  right,  which  he  tH^ought 
bad  been  abandoned  on  all  hands.    He  supported  the  inoile 
of  proce^in^  bv  Bill,  and  the  restrictions.    This  would 
prevent  all  mvidious  distinction^  as  to  future  Regents.     All 
the  precedents,  that  of  1788,  jis  well  as  the  rest,'  were  in 
.  favour  of  the  Vestrictions.     Ever  since  the  Constitution  had 
been  at  all  settled,  no  Regent  had  ever  been  appointed  with- 
out restirictipns.    That  rqle  had  always  been'  actc^  upom 
eyen  when  other  things  were  fn  a  fluctpaiing  state.'    The 
'feelings  pf  the  King  were  to  be  rcspecied,  andtHe  paltry 
saving  that  would  ariiije  from  depriving  him  of  the  officeri 
6f  the  bousiishbld  "VMas  not  an  object  df  consideration: 
•     Jtfr.  FuUp'  tiionght  th^t  the  sieving  of  15,000f.  ought  ngit 
to  be  regarded'  as  any  object  in  cdmparison  "with  the  satfe- 
'ftctidn  which  Ihp  Sbyeieifn  woiild  derive  from  seeing  all  tl^ 
people  pPhis  own  choice  about  him  when  he  was  restored  fo 
the  sehse  of  li^,  and  the  feelfnes  which  belonged  ip  him. 
He  would  give  tip,  therefore,  tne  15,000/.  'for  the  twelve 
iholitbs^  that  the  sovereign  might  observe,  when  he  shoutji 
be  restored,  tb^t  the  people  had  ncft  deserted  him.    As  to 
the  peerages^  and  alltlbat  sort  of  ^tuff  (a  la^gk)^  he  shoufd 
-Jiafc  had  no  objection  to  give  them  to  the  Regentj  provided 
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the  ri^tf  •f  tb«  King  vere  pjre^emed ;  hpi}m lieaid  froiQ  a 
noble  lord  under  the  gallery,  t))at  ihw  never  had  bem  a 
pieGedeni  far  a  Rq;ent  without  reatrictiona ;  and)  slandtiig 
Aere  as  a  legblator,  this  argument  hud  produced  a  power- 
ful efl^t  upon' his  Ceding^  (Laughter).  The  laugh  he 
told  them  was  on  the  wrong  aide.  He  should  consider  him- 
«elf  a  yiUain,  if  he  did  not  support  his  King  inliis  present 
aituation.  He  could  not  agree  that  he  sbomd  be  depriml 
of  his  household  at  once*  These  lords  might  act  for  nothing 
tat  a  twelvemonth;  but  at  any  rate  to  talk  about  the  saviag 
of  ISyOOO/*  was  nonsense.  He  had  no  doubt  the  peop^ 
would  checrfuU  V  pay  it 

Mr.  dimtng began  by  observing  that  ini^!^  latter  part  o( 
the  oebate  the  jqfuestion  now  before  them  had  been  lost  sight 
of;  and  he  might  do  some  service  in  recanic^  it  to  the  at« 
tei^ion  of  the  Efouse,  while  be  explained  the  ground  of  bis 
own  vote.  During  the  latter  pari  of  the  demte^  not  only 
the  question  of  restriotioa>but  the  whole  suUect  that  bad  beei| 
fox  some  time  past  before  the  House  had  been  a^pin  dia* 
cQssedt  as  if  the  vote  of  that  ni^ht  would  hav^  decided  alU 
Bot,  be  apprehended  the  question  now  under  consideration 
lay  within  a  very  narrow  compass.  It  was  but  a  small 
part  even  of  a  small  part  of  the  whole  subjeet,  and  it  would 
not  at  all  affect  the  other  resolutions.  In  giving  bis  vote  this 
night,  he  would  reserve  to  biraaelf  the  fighl,  when  the  BiU 
•hottid  be  biDught  in,  of  coasideriog  very  minutely  Uie 
details  by  which  the  principle  of  the  resolution  should  be 
cairiod  mto  efl^U  viz.  the  care  and  custody  of  his  Sovo- 
leigo.     The  question  then  before  them  was,,  what  d^ee  of 

Ewer,  and  whether  any  political  power,  sfaoiitd  be  given  to 
r  to  whpm^  by  the  consent  of  all,  the  care  of  hia  Buyesty'^ 
person  ought  to  be  entrusted*    As  to  tbyi  settlement  of  toe 
^Heffncyy  ne  thought  they  had  gone  too  £u,  who  had  le^ 
commended  caution  in  regard  to  the  proseol *' 


I  *•>  ^;-«i 


iui  they  would  constitute  a.  fixed.  ru)e  to  gui^  all iiiture 
.Parliajnepts  who  might  be;  called  upon  to  ifiake  pKovisfons 
of  tVk  mature.  Ia  the  prewnt  iiistaaoes  beafcai^  thai  tbe 
JUaaokCy  should  be  committed  to  t»^  Prince  <»  Waiei, 
and  the  care  of  bis  Mi^sty/s  persoii  to  his  ttoyalCwaoKt-; 
but  he  desire^  it  might,  he  distinctly  understoody.  t^ 
he  did  not  considec  himself  as  gjLving  aao|)ink»s  that  ia  all 
Intmre  possible  casts  either  tbe  Urgency  qx  tfaei  eustocky 
should  be  so  confided.  Oq  ^te  coutraryv  he  utterly  denied 
;  tha^  they  irerc  now  /settling  an*  immovaUe  pi^cedf nt  S»  the 
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iiiturfe.    This  hef  Ihouglrt  %  necessary  to  tuj^  Hi  order  to' 
argiie  on  ttie  present  case  iiriili  tnune  fiMddni. 

The  resolution  no^  beftUre  th^,  divMed  Hself  info  thM 
parts :— First,  TbBi  the  ctistddy  of  his  iisi^ifi  person! 
should  be  giteo  to  the  Queen^-Mm  tittt  point  there  was  no 
doubt.  Secondtvi  That  it  "was  expedient  that  fo^  the  due*^ 
administration  of  this  tro^/lier  W^f  should  h«««  ^^ 
Council — on  that  too,  as  a  ^imd'ptopoliition,  he  presf^inled' 
tfaare  was  no  difference  of  opiniod :  •  but  theae  was  an  inter* 
mediate  prop6^ion' between  these  two,  which  formed  tlie 
question  for  the  present  discussion  ;  namelj*,  that  a  trust' 
of  considetabte  political  power  should  be  cbmtaftted  to  the 
Queen — that  she  shou]d  be  enabled  to  remove  not  only  tiie 
officers  of  his  Majesty  *s  household^  of  less  consequence  in 
political  Tiew,  tbou^rh  of  great  importance .  with  rmn 
Va  his  Majesty's  comforts,  but  also  person^  standing  hi^iil 
i\it  t>oIitfcal:  sctf e.  The  real  question  then  1i?as,  whether 
iSicj  might  not  snfficienfly  .providi;  for  thef  b6RkfeTt  and 
dignity  of  his  Majesty,  without  comntdtting  t^pnsideniMo 
political  authority  to  hands  where  potifical  power  had  ne^ 
oefore  been  placed;'     That  was  the  Whole  question.    'Sup- 

S«hig  he  Were  to  vote  for  the  original  resolution,  he  ^uM 
en  decide,  that  the  Queen  should  hate  the  powet  of  te* 
nf6ving  sitteen  ^reat  cr$cer$  sitting  in  the  llouse  of  lolfd^ 
and  several  sittmg  in  the  House  of  CofhMons.  *  If  Ai 
amendment  then  went  to  the  general  words  ibr  the  puniose 
of  tiking  care  that  a  point  of  such  importance  should  not. 
be  hastily  decided  upon ;  if  that  should  be  adopted,  there 
Would  be  nothing  in  i^to  prevent  the  granting  of.powet 
when  the  Bill  should  be  hroug^i  in,  even  poliucal  power. 
But  he  did  not  wish  to  be  pledged  by  the  vote  of  this  night 
to  ^ivc  all.  If  then  he  was  called  upon  to  decide  in  bne 
night,  that  political  p6Wer  to  so  great  an  extent  should  be 
placed  where  political  power  was  never  placed  before— if  he 
had  only  to  choose  between  two  prppositions«— one  decidii% 
the  question  at  once,  the  either  allowing  time  for  consider* 
ation^  and  neither  being  so  new  in  its  nature,  nor  involving 
such  consequences— he  was  disposed  rather  to  adopt  that 
alternative  whicli  afforded  him  farther  time  for  deliberation* 
^— With  regard  to  the  object  for  wliom  this  provision  was 
to  hemade^  he  was  deserving  of  every  attention,  not  only 
from  his  rank,  but  on  account  of  his  deamess  to  the  heartK  of 
his  subjects.  And  to  whomsoever* the  care  of  his  Miijrsty^ 
l^erson  ^  sliould  be  entrusted,    and   whatever  arrangement 
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might  b^  made,  be  disclaimed  ffiviii|c  uny  vote  or  opinioo, 
on  the  ground  of  any  paltry  ana  piUfid  retrencbiBeat ;  nor 
vould  be  agre^  th^i  in  llie  state  in  ivbich  the  Soyereign  at 
present  lay^^-be  Bhould  be  stripiied  of  thiU  splendour  wbich 
must  point  put  the  oodsideration  in  irhicb  be  was  still  held, . 
to  foreign  nation»T-wbile  the  tints  of  bis  Royal  dignity , 
thoo^h  fpr  the  moment  ^imy  ought  still  to  be  impres- 
siye  ui  the  e^es  of  the  country.  He  would  shade  the 
cbainbqrs  of  his  sickness,  not  with  the  curtain  pf  oblivion, 
but  with  the  the  yeil  of  the .  sanctuary  (Hear!  hear!);^ 
guarded  by  those  whom,  if  he  should  recovcfi  be  would 
be  glad  to  find  at  his  door— and  that  these  should  be 
irrcraovablc^  would  pe  an  pbject  of  care  with  him  when, 
they  came  to  the  details  of  the  Bill.  He  should  do 
bis  duty  in  taking  care.that  the  Soyereign  should  have  those 
about  him  whom  he  had  cbosen^-whom  they  knew  by  ex-' 

Ericncc  he  would  be  glad  to  have  around  ^im,  so  tn^  the 
vereign,  w)ien  be  awoke  from  his  trance,  might  not  be  told^ 
when  be  pronounced  some  weU<known  name,  ^^  that  he  was 
not  there;"  But  he  wished  i^  con8i4er,  whether  it  was 
bett^  to  form  an  cstaUisbmentfor  the  Soyereign,  subject  in^ 
^  its  extent  to  accident  and  uncerta^n^,  ora|  once  to  appoint  a 
permfment  houseludd,  liable  to  none  of  these  objectioos. .  It 
bad  T)een  wcU  observed,  that  they  did  not  legislate  on  sus* 
picion  ;  but  if  suspicion  of  the  rrince  of  Wales  was  dis- 
claimed on  the  one  side,  by  (hose  'vrbp  supported  the  re- 
strictions, be  hoped,  that  those  who  mi^bt  rause  to  concur 
in  giving  the  whole  power  of  tbe  hous^old  to  the  Queen, 
would  be  free  from  the  cliarge  of  entertaining  an^  suspicion 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  her  Majesty  would  administer  that 
trust. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  wish  to  attach 
sttspicioq  either  to  tbe  Queen  or  to  the  R^^t*  The  dif- 
ficulty which  he  chiefly  felt,  was  that  of  entrusting  political 
power  where  jt  had  never  formerly  lodged,,  and  to  which  in- 
deed it  was  unknown.  He  saw  but  one  mode  of  settling  the 
matter,  namely,  that  of  selecting  that  portion  of  the  offices, 
tbe  holders  of  which  were  called  on  more  immediately  to 
giviS  their  attcnda^^  on  his  Majesty,  and  fixing  them  im- 
mutably  by  law.  This  object  he  saw  no  other  way  of  ob- 
taining but  by  voting  for  the  amendment.- 

Perbaps  be  $boula  still  more  completely  discharge  biit 
muid>  if  be  stated  more  at  length  the  practiciEd  results  whicb 
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Im  built  en  tktSTiew  of  tiie  subject.  Finl,  tben^  his  olijec^ 
iraSf  that  all  thoM  oiSeen  #(iosi»  move  pacuHar  diiir  ft  i^s  (o 
li^  on  hia  MamtT)  #voh  as  the  Ixiras  of  the  Bfachamben 
Aa  Groom  of  toe  stole,  ftc.  lAiould  be  put  but  of  tbe  power 
both  of  the  Qncca  and  of  <he  Recent.  The  expence  of  tlrb 
cilafalishiMiit  ha  oslaeiiMxt  as  noCliiiiff.  He  migfct  fltete  thj^ 
whole  at  ia/)00j.  of  which  40OOf.  wovild&llto.coiQe'back 
iato  the  hands  of  the  State.  What  was  such  a  inim  com« 
p«red  with  thai;  degi^of comfert,  of tendeniesB/and  ofcom-^ 
pasrion,  whitib  aR»t  attach  to  it  ?  He  eooftssed  he  sboalA 
hai«  beeo  iadinad  to  hare  added  to  the  officcts  he  hkd 
Muned,  that  of  Leid  Stewaid,  bed  it  not  been  for  what  ha^ 
f^UaDfrom  aa  hoMNM^aUeaadleaniedgeiittenQttfMr.  Adam>. 
He  did  nothoow  how  Aar  the  oSee  of  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Housahold  was  mi  the  Biiaation  stated  by  the  honourable  aocf 
kanlcd  gahtlemaitt,  olherwisa  he  riiouM  hhrt  thought  that 
he  migirt  ha^  bem  saftly  included  among  those  he  h'adf 
abeadj  adcntioiMd.  There  woald  tbea  remain— tUe  Loril' 
Ghamberlaia^  ,wm  ofioe  wbi^  was  now  ra6ant ;  the  Master 
of  the  Hone,  both  ofioes  purely  of  pomp  and  Ihow;  anit 
Aa  two  Gold  Sticfa,  also  Mctk  of  pomp  and  sh^iv^  and 
which  were  neoenasj  to  the  ofltoe  of  Regent,  as.  hating  Che 
command  of  the  Guards*  These  fimr  offieen  were  due  to 
thi  splendoBT  of  the  Throne^  and  as  such  odsfht,  in  hkr 
opmiooy  <o  aocompany  tha  iloTal  dknitj^  £ere  being* 
ahAing  oonneotrd  with  the  exercise  oTAny  of  these  oiBcss; 
which  could  add  to  or  dMriniBfa  the  oomfort  of  faris  Majesty/ 
Ha  threw  o«t  these  obseiwatlons,  that  geniieaien  raigbt  bq 
aware  that,  so  fiar  ftoia  canCemphtiag  any  thing  nke  a 
aedaotian  of  the  estabHshiMit  or  the  King,  hedid  $p.  not 
in  the  spirit  of  vstienchiaant,  but  with  a  view  fo  d^ibera-* 
timi.  Foi  these  rsaaons  he  most  TOte  for  the  aniendnKnt,» 
He  did  not  deny  that  if  he  were  obliged  t6  tote  for  fhti 
•Seaoiotion  as  it  now  stood/  aye  or  no,  be  should  entertatn 
some  doubt  on  the  sohjeot.  dnt  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
eaectine:,  by  a  vote  of  anen^hty  a^power  which  m%bt  by 
■assibiuty  be  tuaaed  against  the  mecativr.  He  was  far 
from  thinkinir  that  the  Executive  power  was  in  a  sta^  ia- 
which  it  could  aldmit  of  being  dimmishod ;  but  if  h  could 
aAsd  to  lose  tike  pwwer  now  sought  to  be  ttnnsfermd  from  f t j 
then,  indeed,  it  was  ia  a  state  fn  whi^li  it  ought,  to  be 
diBMishcd.  if  it  was  4o  he  in  a  state  of  abqranoe,  then  it 
ought  to  be  in.  a  state  af  abeyance  entirelj^.  W  hat  he  pro* 
paasd,  was  to  put  tha  oflices  ia<)oeBtion  m  a  state  in  wnicfa 
Vol.  L—1811.  2Z 


they  Gonld  neitker  do. harm  aorgood*  Hi» olgtct wouU 
|be  to  make  tho8e  geotleaim  whote  attendance  aboat  the 
penon  of  his  BCajeity  ^was  neoeBsuy,  from  beiaf;  independent, 
an  indepewlent  body,  by  not  being  removable.  The  right 
of  appointing  snch  offioen  he  oonid  noi  oonneat  should  re* 
main  in  a  b(»}[  corordinate  mth  the  Regmt ;  and  if  the  i»i 
fluence  belonging  to  the  appointment  of  officers  fo  coo* 
^tituted,  did  not  go  with  the  £zecntive  anthotitj,  he 
thought  that  it  ou|(ht  to  bf  provided,  at  least,  that  it  should 
Wt  go .  against  it.  Whatever  of  dignity  or  ^respect 
couldbe  ooafenedupon  the  Qoeef!,  1^  it  be  given  to  her; 
but  let  not  Ahe  House  confecoQ  her  parliamentary  inflnenoe. 
Let  them  shew  that  they  weie  not  conferring  on  her  Blaje^y 
an  office  of  pow^r,  but  were  oqly  dllq;atihg-  to  her  the  dis« 
charge  of  ar  tender,  yet  painful  duty,  not  one  which  might 
i^  some  other  occasion  be  abused. .-  So  flihould  tBey  consult 
the  fedingB  of  his  Majesty^  as  well  as  the  interosts  of  the 
State,  in  withholding  from  her  Majesty  all  legislative  autho* 
xity.  By  acting  thus,  they  would  -save  the  Queen  on  the 
one  handy  and  the  Rdfgmt  on  the  other,  from  all  idea  of  su»* 
picaon  being  entertained,  as  to  the  conduct  of  either,  and 
would  deal  out,  to  both,  justice  with  caution. 
.  There  was  another  objection  which  he  felt  to  this  raoln-* 
(ion,  and  which  he  had  mentioned  last  night,  but  he  did  not 
know  if  any  other  ^tleman  fidt.in  the  same  manner,  Hi» 
light  honoureble  firiand  had  said,  that  the  period  ioi  which 
he  proposed  thai  the  UmttatioQ  should  exist  was  short,  and 
that  till  then  it  was  better  to  leave  things  as  they  stood. 
For  he  own  part,  he  (Mr.  Canning)  could  not  bat  feel  that 
fjiere  was  something  not  soothing,  but  levoltii^,  in  the  jden- 
of  folding,  out  to  tte  House  iwo  stages  of  ppoceedii^,  oneas 
the  period  of  hope,  the  pther  as  the  perioa  of  despair.  He^ 
fi)r  one,  wpald  much  rather  look  to  the  quotioii  .once 
for  aU,  rather  than  again  rrtum  to:  it  with  the  prospect 
of  regarding  bi^  Maiesty's  disorder  than  as  a  moie  per<* 
manept  affliction,  ne  concluded  by  approving  of.  the 
amendmep^  9s  proyiding  for  every  thiug  that  was  inr 
tjonded.  v 

jAfr.  Perceval  m^  be  should  not  detain  the  House  at 
much  length,  agreeing,  as  he  did,  with  his  honounUe 
irieud,  that  the  qfies|tipn  lay  within  a  narrow  compass.  Hi 
should  not  at  all  now  tresppfis  on  the  timeoftne  Hoiise^ 
were  it  not  from  a  wish  to  correct  a  misconception  in  tl^ 
Qrguqia^ts  of  l|if  right  |)0Q0uqili>|jp  friend ;  and  also  tecaua^ 
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he  fcltthe  toM  anxioiis  oarlhe  iwcKnt  tesoiotioii,  as  be  did 
aotiotpttle,  fiom  fhe  ouiyiiwof  tbe  anMndmeat  piopoied^tke 
most  aerioos  otemttjr  to  the  jediBti(7  that  erir  oocorred; 
He  stated  so  bacaaae  lie  felt; til6  truth  bfndnit  he  said,  and  * 
woe  heto  oaat'Oijriag  ao^  he  nxMrld  be  giillQr  <tf  a  most ' 
serious  ibaeadi  of  doty^  both  to  tiie  King  aad  to  the  people  • 
"T^o  the  ktier  of  whom  the  spaedjr  leston^ion  of  tib  lla^'^ 
jesty V'health  Was  an  oUectof  siiieh  ?slai  iaofpril^inoe.    OtAf  > 
oof^  ihiof  oottid  at  iall  deter  him  from  expnsssiagto  -Che  • 
Hotel  hm  fediaifgs  on  this  subject,  and  that  was'a  dnadiif) 
dong  any  thing  disorderly;'  an  hononiaUe   gentteottbk' 
hmring  told  him>  thsit  in  aUnding  to  the  fedings  of  bis'^ 
Majesty  on  a  fornseroooasiBii;  he  hadbeoias nautyooft  of 
order  as  he  could  be,  mlhoi&t  being  attogetiier  disosderly/i 
Whfle  tiie  Hoo^  ms  considtaping  the  casevf  thoKiag,'iiM  * 
it  possthfe  to  do  so  without  afloding  to  tivhat  mm  known  to  > 
have  been  the  nature  of  hii  feelii^.?    Abdjims'  it  to  be 
esteemed  disordeffiy  to  do  so  r  Thb  AeHiigsof  hisMi^estf^ 
in  the  event  of  bis  xeoofury  bebg  protSciBd,  on  seeing' 
that  changBs  had  talsen  phos  about  his  person,  osutd  by  no 
means  beso  acute  as  if|  after  a  speedy  recovery,  he  should 
find  every  tUng  about  him  inverted.  And  was  be  disorderly 
in  alluding  to  snch  a  cinwastaaoe,  and  in  aiguing  that 
such  mnrt  natuiaHy  be  his  Majesty's  feelii^  on  toe  oc« ' 
casion?  •« 

His  right  honouiable  friend,  who  had  jost  sat  dowii^ 
argued  tbB  qnestion  as  if  the  resolutbu  now  proposed  was ' 
fundamental^  objectionable,  although  it  was  exactly  similar 
to  the  measure  adopted  in  1788,  which  his  riabt  honauntMe 
friend  conceived,  to  be^  a  master^jiiece  of  pc&fcical  wisdom. 
He  ooukl  not  eoooeive  how  the  circumstance  of  pes^  or' 
war  could  .make  a  measure  which  was  then  a  complete 
}iieoe  of  wisdom^  to  be  now  fundamentally  wrong.  His 
right  hooourable  friend,  bowei^er,  had  not  been  present 
when  he  opened  the  introduction  of  this  resolution,  and 
stated,  that  if  there  were  any  persons  who  opposed  the  reso- 
lution, and  could  be  reconciled  to  it  by  the  right  of  r^ 
raoval  from  any  of  thesp  offices  being  taken  away  from  the 
Queen,  be  should  be  happy  to  reconcUp  them  by  adoptii^ 
this  altttvtion.  If  his  right  honourable  friend  had  heard  this 
decbiiation,  he  flattered  himself  he  would  have  been  of  opt* 
nton»  that  to  have  moved  an  amendiuent  to*  that  eflSsct, 
would  have  been  better' than  to  have  supported  the  amend- * 
ment  now  proposed,  therdby  radically  pledgio^  the  House 


t0^  diniiMilkito  of  Ae  ol^isbimit  obosl  Hm  Hkig^ 
ponoli*  If  Ihftt  pltdgD  wcvb  M90  ghnm^  As  onljr  <}iHitMiii 
wOttU  Uim  ^  wliftt  jpODlian  of  it  ihodU  amiv  N-fCWtr 
of  UMtl  Memlfimuihe€t\Mi9ltmkMB9ftke  Mmm^ 
tbit  ft  jMrtitte  of  did  ttteblMttmoit  wi»  toWmhoBfl^  ko 
8«tdj  did  madoBtandf  fnitai  iko  noids^oCilK  —  biImihI^ 
SuGll  nftt  it9  iMMiaff,  if  it  had  any.  Tka  aiatioB  Mire 
toUiDQiiQBD.dia  dtrmon  of  sUob|iiimoaof  Ihd  toBi6Wi# 
a^.irat nauBBBra fogthadaeandtaitdhie  atttoMaaoeoto tki' 
pliMNi  4f  hii  MqMtov  aad  Av  tfab  iHHiiitMiwhoB  of  irii 
Blute  and  digmljr;  Wai  fae  to mdeMaad  afiar  tfiiitbaitbai 
HcHM  ivis  to  ffiipe  i6  imr  tba  whakl  (Hedri  ktarty 
He  flabn^ttid  mt  kk  ri^ht  Uaauambfcr  firkrtd  aiasi  faaak 
ii|oebi|pla%ed^aftirigtceuiff  totUaamadmeat,  to  oaoaait' 
that  theasSbUsliaKBt  bs  rodundy  aa  he  aoaU  lii  by  rngt/Kh 
i^f  to  ihcrmAoAaAdrngivc  to  itt  Maynljr  tberaaaoairaatod 
nWiafemoB^of the  whcde.  Hb  dbhiM  dart  bis  tii^t  hotiaws- 
al^e  fidMd/v^mild  be fMg^  tdekbfa  9  bM^  aten  iha  Bill  > 
caaoe  in^  and  Aa.Hmse  dbtartvtooalnml  aojtfartoilho 
righiteitowod  ofthcr  mjcitf y  it  ^^quld  ba  (|atte«Bpattat 
iQ  it  to  do  80«  Ifehopedv  thansfiiiet  hiangbthammivUe 
fiilnd  wotild  ba  cdBVinced.  ikmet  ytU  as  uwb  abpcHiav 
accordto^  to  tha  vbw  ba  bad  takan  ofitteflMitar,, ia  a^lopt-* 
iof  tbeaaitndflBetit9.aBiii  i^^eeiaf  t»4fatiRaohitiaai^  Tlia 
course  followed  in  1788,  he  submitted,  vna  a  proolddim> 
e^iaatly  ia  poiait,  ia  which,  the  ^UiAdaoD«  of  ^ptibt'  or  ivhr 
cfNiU. mahe  no . difimdoe^  I£ geailanea^heiiiviwa^ iboald . 
b^  tetlsfidd  by  taking  frpoK  ae.QoecH.  ike  fight  of  wt^ 
la^YiBfar  any  ,of  the  ealahbibhient,  he  shbold  na*  ^Vfo^  <^n 
ameadbwTiito  tiMVt  sffeot.  If  hnMsgeBl^althestfiietinio 
had  nat  thr  vlnoia  cootreid,  bo  toDoenred>  it  wonhi  bfe 
wkwardto  inx^se  on  bar  the  daly  to  .toe.  that  klltbinga 
-ivere  done  .welL.  Hit  noble  iiaend  nndte  tke  gallctnr  bad 
oiijeeted  to  dnjr  ne^  arraagcimiid,  orto  A  dbubkem>Usk«  - 
uMit,  lUd^  hpiTBVer,  waa'ooljn  meaat  to  be  temporary. 
IUb  right  koBomabie  friend^  however,  had  said  that  ha  did 
nofellice  to  haiw  two  {xadods  to  look  foi ,  ode  of  bope^  theothcv 
of  despair.  That,  however,  was  not  a  &ir  vnty  of  pottia^ 
it*  He  (Mr.  Feicevid)  had  enressed  a  hope  ttat  the  period 
woald  be  but  shoft  when  fak  Majesty  would  be  eaaUed  to 
resume  his  ftiociionfr  of  Ro^ty,  aad  with  that  etpeirta^ 
tion  wished  to  limit  a  peruxi  withia  wfaich  no  aUeitUiaB 
in  tho'  esliiblidinient  should  take  place ;  being  aware  that 
hb:  Majesty's  fceliogs  would  be  difiisreat  if  bis  Koovepf 
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should  be  more  lenmlc  fipMt  wbtt  thqr  must  be  ihottld  he 
H&mm  in  a  ftboit  jlcriod^  and  And  that  mtlf in  thM  periMy 
shart«  it  ^^  PirMment  had  dwwiged  hiliffaDk  esbMuh** 
meaiC;  He  cntKated  the  Hoose  td  ccmMer  ^at  the  efiect 
KlMld  btv  whait  il<iD%htt*/iaiK  tmy ;  wM  what  could  be 
thb  naliattid  inceiivemeiioein'the  other  vmy.  Anioaitbor 
8101  mdol  tnii^t  vMora  bis  MijeM^f  ti  the  wiihM  of  hb^ 
peophsy and'wonld ant e^mj giommwA  thenritgtetithflit'aa^ 
derangmiBnl  in  Ida  lUjestf '«  establnhtnent  had  laken  fMjte^ 
He  fu^  mbealed.  that^  if  desiiedbf  huri|;htlMiMtaU^ 


fiiaMortte  Hoaae^thUipMNitiofli  pb^^  of  lamofidfjiMiibe!! 
taUeii  Bwmf  fhns  her.Mftjiftsty^  Theim  muit  be  Mne  iri4oa^* 
▼enieiioe  voAdt  Mjp  mamgBmmii  atidt  a.<seit|iil'  ehiHRf  of 
iaflof  nee  and  pbiver  imult  eri^-  im  any  ymws  Uef  did  dio8l 
solemnly  psalKsi  a^mst  any.  deianaemn^t  of  his  •Majesty'8 
honsdieil  atthe-^^MaeRtimimeiH^-^ifo  diWledancteas'  Uhe^ 
ti^  rprodnoe  Ihe^eutest  daihuiik^**«-41e  loifbt  lurvie  fiwaiAd 
amcrliNirfani  ojiinimi  on  'the  subject ;  he  tmMA  in  Gody  If 
the  teietettheM  propeerf  wtt  adopted,  tt  might  be  Ibond  ho 
fafttdoneswr 

'  ilfr.  CboM^enphiMMd. 

'  Mr.  WMAread  said  he  had  not  intended  ttf  make  any  th^ 
mniallolis  on  the  qne^tion  then  nnder  discnssion;  b«it  he 
cmM  not  sofier  flie  extmordinaty  speeeb  of  the tight  honouir'> 
ablei  ^thsman,  •  miule  in  a  House  considerably  fuller  than 
that  m  whidi  a  few  days  he  had  uttered  senttmems  equiMy 
etetsaordfaMiry,  to  pass  by  without deelariag  his  astontdiment 
and  disapprobation.  The  tight  hoAourable  genUemafiy 
aftes  hating  broken  down  the  meat  Important  barriers  of  the 
Gdnstiintion,  aiter  usnrpidg  all  the  prerogatires  of  the 
Crown,  bad  at  length  violated  the  rules  n^ich  had  been 
cataHiAed  for  preserving  the  dignity  and  proptietr  of 
debate;  On  any  other  occasion  the  introdaciion  or  the 
S^ovcinign's  name,  in  the  manner  wed  by  the  right  hononr-> 
able  ^tleman,  would  have  imposed  on  the  Chairman  the 
nece^ty  of  lulling  to  order  the  peiaon  making  such  al« 
lusioos.  Was  the  Honw  to  endnie  that  it  should  be  said^ 
that  if  tisey  sbonld-eome  iQ%  constitntioaal  vote  oo  the  sub- 
ject before  them,  his  Majesty's  recovery  would  be  retarded 
by  that  proceeding?  Was  the  House  to  be  induced  to 
swerve  from  tlie  conscientious  dischargeof  its  duties  by  tlio 
inAnence  of  such  lepre^entations  i  If  insinuations  like  these 
were  io  be  mado^  and  were  to  produce  the  effect  which  it 
was  proposed^  it  was  clear  that  many  considerations  must  < 
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arise  in  Ibe  pnf^lic  mind,  respecting  tb«  future  stale  of  bis 
Majesty's  bealtb,  that  migbt  suggest  doubts  as  to  the  period 
and  completion  of  bis  lecorery.  Would  the  right  boador* 
able  gentienian  irenturc^  at  a  time  when  the  Rojal  mind  ^wtm 
susceptible  of  those  agitationa  wUcfa  so  much  trouble  hsdl 
been  taken  to  describe,  when  feelings  so  stnmg  and  seariUe 
as  the  House  bad  bren  told  migbt  possiUy  be  awaikcned  od 
the  return  of  reason,  totfubmit  to  tne  Kbg's  jodgmeiit  any 
0(  those  more  momentous  subjei6l8  which  might  ptem  on 
Hie  attention  of  Government  I  Or  could  he  be  expected' 
under  any  circumstances  to  offer  to  his  consideration  tkose 
most  intfiiesting  questions  'which  be  was  already  bound  bj< 
an  implied  |»lge  not  to  bring  forward  ?  (Ifdor,  -Aenr, 
hear !)  It  was  too  much  to  saj,  when  arguing  on  thespro*- 
babilily  of  a.  speedy  recovery,  to  assert  that  uie  Hotne  of 
Commons  would  by  doing  its  duty  re<^pioduce  the  disoider* 
Much  bad  been  said  of  the  splendour  of  the  Throne,  and ' 
of  the  importance  of  lodging  to  the  ioffice  only  without  le*' 
gard  to  the  persoq  filling  it*  No  reduction  of  that  splenh ' 
dour  was,  however,  wished  for,  or  recommended  on  any  side  • 
of  the  House.  The  same  establishment  it  was  genendly  ad« 
mitted  ought  to  be  continued ;  but  it  was  of  conseqnc 
whether  this  should  belong  to  the  B^nt  or  to  the  Qui 
This  was  a  question  that  must  be^^ided  upon  its  owq 
meriis,  with  whatever  frequency  or  vehemence  it  had 
been  aa^rted  that  no  lust  of  power,  no  object  of  private 
ambition,  no  desire  of  porsonal  aggrandiasement  could 
poBibly  actuate  the  conduct  of  the  right  honoumtrie 
gentlemen  opposite  to  him,  one  of  whom  had.  lately 
favoured  with  his  compassion  the  man  weak  enough  to 
entertain  such  a  suspicion- 
He  waff,  however,  one  of  those  who  still  thought  that.tbey 
did  love  power,  and  were  influenced  by  those  very  motives 
which  it  bad  been  said  it  was  absurd  to  imagine  could  exist. 
One  learned  gentiuman  bad  attemptedT  to  point  outr  the 
beneficial  consequences  of  creating  a  fourth  estate ;  quitting 
the  ordinary  ground  of  disputing  anv  such  cffict  as  arising 
out  of  the  resolution  beiore  the  House,  that  honourable 
gentleman  had  placed  the  matter  in  a  new  light,  but  unfor- 
tunately not  in  one  very  pleasing  to  his  right  honourable 
friend^  who,  he  (Mr*  Whitbroad)  observed,  had  covered 
bis  face  on  hearing  the  ill*&tcd  argument.  Another  ho* 
noumbic  gentleman,  the  member  for  Yorkshire,  (Mr.WiU 
berforcO*  who  sometimes  seemed  to  feel  considerable  diifi* 
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cult  J  in  determiaii^ivbich  wayiie  should  yote^had  gone  to  at 
gitQia*  lengtli,  and  broadly  stated*  that  the  picsoit  ifas  an 
opportunity  for  seeiDg  with  how  little  power  the  Executive 
authorily  of  tbeRej^t  could  be  supported.  This  he  had 
iM>t  only  said)  bnton  some  expression  of  surprise  had  added, 
that  it  was  an  opinipn  which  he  was  not  disposed  to  letiad* 
Notwithstanding  the  aid  tlius  derived  by  tiie  right  hononi^ 
able  gentleman  from  a  quarter  which  hiul  on  some  occasions 
ibrmerly  contributed  to  leave  him'  in  a  minority,  notwitli* 
standing,  that  last  appeal,  in  which  so  direot  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  feeliogs  of  the  House,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had,  liowever^  so  far  conceded,  as  not  to.  rebist* 
an  alteration  wliich  might  have  the  effect  of  procuring  him 
a  more  extensive  support. — (Hear !  hear  I) — Did  die  right 
Jboaourabl^  gentleman  recollect  well  what  he  Bad  alieadj 
stated  io  bis  letter  to  the  Princes,  or  what  he  had  proposed 
should  be  stated  in  the  Address  to  the  Queen?  He  did 
think  that  in  what  bad  already  passed,  repeated  and  studied 
insults  bad  been  offered  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  if  the 
House  follolved  in  the  line  reoommepded  on  the  other  side* 
ofTering  to  her  Majesty  that  which  might  be  afterwards  taken 
away,  siie  too  might  have  just  reason  to  compfaiin  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  proceeding*  It  had  been  said,  that  those 
who  held  appointments  in  the  Household',  and  among  them. 
Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  were  perfectly  independent; 
yet  there  had  been  instances  in  the  which  persons  holding 
those  situations  bad  been  punished  for  noting  in  Parliament 
contrary  to  'the  wishes  of  the  Court.  The  late  Ouke  of 
Queeosbenry  bad  been  removed,  and  another  Loid  deprivedi 
pf  bis  regiment,  from  no  other  cause.  But  be  wbhed  to  adc 
of  those  who  painted  in  such  striking  colours  the  pain  and 
anguish  that  might  wring  the  feelings  of.  his  Majesty  on* 
recovering  the  possession  of  bis- faculties,  to  Qnd  his  House* 
hold  denm^,  and  new  persons  surrounding  bim>  whether 
the  Resolution  did  not  propose  that  the  Queen  should  be 
empowered  to  make  those  changes,  and  whether  there  was 
greater  danger  in  entrusting  theexercise  of  this  power  to  the 
B^gent^  than  in  entrusting  •  it  to  her  Majesty  ?-—<irear, 
keir^  heart)  Economy  had  been  mentioned,  and  a  pitiful 
eooaomy  justly  and  &irly  derided ;  he  was  no  advoeate  foe 
it,  but  tttsliked  it  as  much  as  those  who  had  displayed  their 
ioyectire  against  it.  What,  however,  hedkl  wiui,  was  that, 
when  large  otoblishments  were  maintained,  the^  should  ba 
pfcfo^  and* properly  appliedi  and  he  thought  it  absurd  to 
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amte  m  adflitiiNial  espenoe,  idilhoiu|;h  fibaU,  niien  it  wmi 
Bot  only  UBMcestary  but  mifohir vous*  The  right  bonowr*' 
•Ue  gtBlkman  had  began  wiih  infonuoi^thein,  that  they 
MUthi  net  to  lo6k  at  the  individaal  irho  was  to  fill  the  office 
fintg^i^  bat  to  oonsidar  tbernselvei  as  engaged  not  merely 
ia  pn^iding  tu  the  piesoit  emefgeaoyt  butae  establishii^ 
a  fole  that  should  be  applicable  to  sinsilar  oas^  heieailer. 
Abundoning  this,  his  own  principle,  forgetful  of  this*  hta 
ami  isaaition,  he  immediately,  neflectiag  on  the  amiable  tem- 
per of  the  Prince  of  Walesy  on  his  great  and  estimable 
^ualides,  and  on  that  native  digaity  and  delicacy  of  miad^ 
aa  oon^icuous  in  his  conduct  on  the  present  melaadioly  and 
tiyini^  occasion,  tamed  round,  and  told  them  that  the  fd- 
a^Eictieaa  oaght  to  be  exteasive ;  because,  althoogh  evary 
litng  ii^  the'  cbaiaoter  of  his  Royal  Highness  tended  to 
inspire  epnfideace,  those  rflstriotions  should  be  framed  so  as 
to  apply  to  any  futurebad  Priaoe  of  Wales,  who  might  one 
day  be  eatrusted  with  the  Regency.  Thns  the  Prince  was 
io  be  pimisbed  far  the  imaginary  vices  of  bis  saecessora,  and 
what  was  yet  worse,  the  Constitution  was  to  be  puaished 
dso*  A  new  estate  was  to  be  created,  and  an  aatbority  es» 
tablisbed  ankaowa  to  that  Constitution .  ^^  Consider,"  said 
Ihe  right  honoanble  the  Gbanoelior  of  ti|e  Exchequer,  ^the 
aaany  and  numerous  viitues  of  the  Sovereign  ;  would  yea 
cartail  hjs  rights,  or  bereave  him  of  hisspleraour?**  ^^Oood 
Godr  eadaiaied  BfcWbitbnad,  ^  Splmdoarl  what  a 
wmd !  In  his  Majesty's  sitaation  no  exteraal  sfribadour  can 
yield  a  ahana  or  solace  ^o  his  dedtning  yean.  His  fiitaie 
ceasolaiiaBa  must  ail  be  drown  from  the  inwaid  eqoymeale 
ef  a-iesigaad  and  pious  heart,  and  the  happy  conscionsncss, 
when  f e^oBsd  io  health  by  Providence,  of  aispeoBii^  bkss*' 
iags  to  h  iajsubjaota  f  H  is  prerogatives  had  betni  usurped  by 
those  men  who  tboaght  n€|  splendour,  no  ataite,  ao  iafloence 
neeesaarv  to  anppoit  the  diaracter  and  antharity  of  a 
Ikgoit.  It  wasnid,  that  hia  Mmesty  might  probably 
mnia  ia  six  weeks  after  passing  the  Regency  oill ;  if  these 
was  groand  for  tbia  expectation,  he  wished  to  know  how  the 
offices  of  the  Boosehold,  if  diey  should  become  Taioant  in 
the  mean  time,  were  to  be  filled.  Was  a  soccessorlobe  ea» 
gaged  by  the  week,  the  day,  or  the  job  ?  (a  la^ighk}  One 
appointment  had  bfen  vacated  since  his  Majesty's  iDness  by 
the  death  af  a  nobleman  most  justiy  esteemed  fay  his  &»» 
]tety,and  by  all  who  knew  him  (Lord  Dartasoulh),  aad  it 
was  impossilde  t0  my^  thai  other  cafes  of  a  sioiilav  aatuia 
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might  inAliapi^n.  H6  Wob^^j^y /AfifoU  VasMMRer^Aat 
the  Qaeen  sboilld  bare  all  thb  ROyat  adlB^irUy,  than  a^paffe 
of  if;  it  wasrbylts  natare  ftidiVistbte,  aftf)  eml&  lM»t  be  saparaUd 
and  distributed,  without  l^i^k^mng  ttiefoutidatioii  on  Tdiicbr 
ft  r^edv  <^€^,  ftef^.^)  <*  H^^otik[^  likewi^'givei'to  the 
Prince  all  or  tAHhiricf  i i\e'^o\At^l^'A^V6tA  to  \md  a portioii' 
of  authority  and  a  degree  of  splendour,  ^hich  existea  wholo 
and  entire  for  tile  beii*fil*'ltf  die  pfe^Ie.  (ffearj  A^/> 
The  right  honourable  gentlemAfnhadi  in  fail^  Iftst  appeal  to 
the  House,  dwelt  strongly  on  the  dan<;er  of  a  relapse,  and 
had  undertaken  to  inforni  them  wliat  It  was  that  was  most 
likely  to  produce  suoh  fii\^<|fi*e(^^  .  Uei  ^^.  Wbitbread)  did 
not  know,  for  his  part,  liow  far  changes  of  the  .description 
alluded  to  might  saopenitey.bpt.didiiiQtibeHeve  the  lioyal 
solicitude  could  pervade  every  department,  pr  |or  psta,pGe 
could  possibly  descend  to  the  late  appoint rficntdra  le^Vped 
gentleman  (Mr.  Kenrick)  to  an  office  in''  liis^^ibstaiblishikleht. 
(A  laugh.)  The  throne  had  been  for  some  time  surrounded 
by  learned  gentlemen  ;  but  among  the  crowd  of  themi  not 
one  had  been  found  bold  enough  to  atti^^t  a  reply  to  the 
arguments  stated  by  an  honourable  and  learped  friend  of  his 
(Mr.  Leach),  last  night,  with  such  infiiiite  force  and  per- 
spicuity; and  the  inference  oChis  mind  ijTfiSgif^^  that  tnose 
arguments  were  unanswerable,  or  that  among  tfiose  learned 
geritlemen  there  was  hot  a  reaf  lawyer  it^ixt  AotiB.  *nWr. 
A^hitbread  concluded  with  stating,  thnl '^he^iftU  as^  nib<3i 
confidence  in  the  result  of  that  night*8  divi^Mh;  at  there  wa^ 
Evident  apprehensidn  on  th^  other  side  of  tJie  Houik  . 
*  'Mr.  Stephen  etscplained,  that  he  had' never  ;adi«kt^tlnit 
the  creatidn  o^a  fourth  estate  would  be  bjeiiefidial^  biit-  tbair 
MI'he  liieant  to  say  was,  that  the  exertise'of  paitidalat>aiiM 
thdrity  by  the  Q,ueen  wetuld'  cause  no  iatdiFfiiptiiniii  Ubi 
cx^dise  of ttieJlegetit-8  powers.    ..  r*'    ^      J  <     .»7':; 

Mr.  Wilberfofce  and  Mr. '  Whiibrehd  sevmlly^f  xplaiBadr 
;  LorH  Ci^tletifaghyUi  a  ^short  speech,  diichreid  tnat  tbeT 
littsting  tlie*ilob8ehbld4n  her  Majesty  Was  an^unoonatitutiauii 
Mocmling;  tte  cbritidehd  it  af  a  necessaiypait-of  tfai^ 
kmt  mithyfOAA  the  R^ni  as  filst  IMhgirftrat^  should  bs 
a1tend«d,''fiOt  m%  right  to^'wiiich:  he  had  a  claim  per  se,h^ 
as  belofigin]g  and  appertaloiir^to'the  facercise  of  thq;Mq»emi^ 
authority/^  U^tk  of  importance  that  the  a|daani^dttties  b^ 
the  fixeoiMivi^shduld'bedciCDmpBnied  witti^tiienieBns  sfi 
oxdting^at^ohtinmf^  m  the  nti  ads.  of  the  t^eppi^ 
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Mr.  MtthmrM  to9^  ftnd  apal^e  k  w  Iowa  tipe  of  Toioey 
Oat  it  wai  diffiealt?  to  MWkti&the  toaaiir  of  hif  opiaioitf^ 
Wa  nadenftowl  h  ta»>  bomfefi  to  be  avene  to  tho  ppopoik 
iioii  for  miAfimibm  her  Ufajerty  toamiMaaasiloriU  whiob 
Hie  BOl  nirhi  aAerwaidB  Oter  or  dimioUlu  the  QoMOim 
w  B0W  lo*4ly  eattaA  fe% aadl  tt^ How  di?idfldoii Ipiil 
QoiirerV  aitaidtaafti. 
.  Aj*Sfl6^Noe»2lS.    Majori^  againrt  Minitftoff  Idr 

AKl^MirieAiN;Melte0'c}oek«   : 


HOtSE  ()iF  LOflf». 

!(%e  Bart  0f  ^arimoidh  took  t&^  oatlis  luid  hit  seati 
Adp^inied  to  i^  day.  . 


*iil*i*iM^AM* 


P>l}jSE  OF  COMMONS. 

•  I 

t  '     ft    R 

yifAf ar  '^  f ««  MAttoa— 'Hac^EKdY. 

Jr.  tmkmghmtiiffpCKrtA  at  the  bar,  with  tha  Report 
(tftheCodliililftdsM  the  State o#AeN«ti0Q.  Olitheq«(Bftf 
tio»>  thitt  the  Jtoftott  iboiild  be  leoeiifiBdrr 

Mr.  Mcrfki  tonrcMog  the  pieMat  tba  pioMr  mooieat 
iar  ehMtafa^  Jne  dfatfnt  to  tfonie  of  the  rftm^fytm  oon<r 
tufted  Mi  that  RepDTtt  mmtA  the  Howe  tbatfit  wii»  hit 
ioicnitiwto  airbid  all  lepetif  ba  of  tbe^ifooMitaheietofim 
iaitodtioid^  and  to  oonine  hiUMelf  V»  P»u|te  either  Ml 
adverted  to  at  all»  or  bat  sUghtlj  tobMiMedi  Afier  tha 
vineM  ecpoMtioB  of  Ao  (MofieM  epplkxMe  to  the  ^^tea^ 
tto,  wUdk.  an  htmotnaUe  and  learaed  ^iend  (Mr.  JUtotii) 
df  hii  tbok  ott  aferaier  jiighti  be  wdidd  aol  be  .guilty  of 
tka  UMendonabk  pferamptieb  of  ibftating  them*  At  tha 
pdole  ttnle  Ibatte  idAst  hiiiet,  both  frpift  ik/t  praotioe  mA 
foU«  of  our  aitccifotai  that  jpkrlkiaeiit)  in  euppltfi«r  tta 
pAamaj  df  Ifce  Royal  adthoritjti  had  aaifihrmly  pfooeedod 
/Mthdot  tha  iAqpoafioa  df  rnttietkNil.  It  hod  beoa  etofeid 
bjr  a  noUeltod^  ^Ottywd  hi  iav«mr  of  tentauslioii  hi  the 
jS]mt  of  peerage^  (haf  tliM  fee  ad  iall^ 


thewlb^f  fitfliammit,  «r«  poor  beiHf;  itavUd  b^  tiv  tvp 

H^tes  of  Paifimient,   an^  llierefeM'^;ntiif tioti  on  tkf 

Reagent  wHs  pnsuiMd.    il(».  (Mr. '  Mj)  ii|^  diraotq^  ^ 

•ttontioii  to  that  case,  and  the  fiiet  nppmioi  im  hsf  dwl 

Hioogb  tho  creaAloa  iodk  fheein  tl|ei|^teittieeof  Aeihtm 

estates,  the  ^nt  -ma  etNafinmod  bf  <tte  Ao;' 

ffrith'the^ODneil'Of  R6Miicv."^IiideM.  «l  tniHt 

that  Ami  tlie  Imperfect  knMrkdM  wh|ah  tl^  Uwmp  pmAiti 

the  proceedings  themselvM^  BMtmik'^ihe  ^wmnltau^iBi^ 

fodtiiHi  of  the  leading  idiavacieia,  ^miedbntft  k^m^mmMt 

vemofe  periods  could  possess  little  inflMc^imthflir  appiui% 

tiott  to  Ae  piesent  times. '  iThere  were,  libirevisi^  piMneMs 

indoor  lilstory  «f  hsok  fdodensesifateiieay'to  wliiica  nb  apoik 

objections  could  appl/9  wnd  ivitli  dbe  principle  >aiMiiofa|eBt 

of  wKich  the  House  Md  the  faQe6tAYforinatioii^««45aqfc 

iviefe  the  pveoedents  fistmdfd  «o«the  8iiOC(Miotf  ^Aot  ia  thb 

wignof  Qoien  Anne,  and  inihoJtegadtff  AcA  of  lOecMAs 

^heSedmd.   O^feMer  iMil  jmrticttiftlflipplibaUetb^^ 

mesent  caise,  inasmwh  ^  tie  ^iotonral  dmiag  wbioli  life 

tioyA  authority  ivaa  to  be  Mspidiad,  nifbt  not  lam  iastoft 

«ot  eren  a  siii^  ivMk.    Vet  in  ibat  Afet^a  «p<»«9r  was^^IfM 

to  the  Regent  to  oieate  peeia.    l^eMme*  poawr  im^^so 

gfiven  in  flie  JMb  of  Ibe  mesent  la^n  t|  aM  it  HM  io  I16 

reeolleeted  that  the  pMMeote  of  4£)I0  pieriode  pdssssstfl 

this  adnmtage  oiFertaat  of  1768,  narsely,  jUust  incy  mm 

oomphsted,  and  ireffotbe  aalbenlio  ada^oMk  foil  and  ooooa»* 

tent  Le^latwe.    A  dialinotloa  a«igb«  poa^bly  te^  wiie 

m  the  ground  that  sadb  paivevs'  nfren  ^not^  given  M  46o 

Regent  but  conjointly  with  a  cotiadl.  '  Sdoh  dMiactioa^lA 

i|Ot  apply  to  ihecase  befim  tfaeoi*    AN  tMie {loiue  teA  fe 

conelude  was,  that  tbeas  waa  no  liinlftitkMv  affile  4RoyaI 

powers,  whatever  •distiaciion  asigbt  be  inadeta't0>^*aMMb 

in  which  they  may  be  eaerciised.   .^be  4i6tinciioa  Mght  4se 

an  argument  in  &T«mr  of  a  ooaaeil;'  bat  w4iealt  Jvgas  an  all 

eifcs  agreed  that  his  myal  highness  the  Pl^tnce  df  Walea 

AouM  be  eole  R^ient^  the  ^pfOGedents  were  wbcHy  ^ooa- 

clnsiye  against  Hbe  imporition  of  any  veslrietion*     . 

In  reriewittg  the  powers  and  pfm^tiveir  of  the  Gfoaa,  he 
bad  ever  coi^ered  them  as  so  many  tifrios  df  one  gveat 
cbaio>  motuathr  and  feeipraeathr  supporting  ^saoh  iiiuier; 
flot  one  link  ofwbich  coida  be  twen  away>  without  risking 
the  security  of  the  ninaitider.  With  respect  tothd  giait 
af  peerages,  he  begged  -the  flouse  to  ooacider  lor  wimt 


{mfpoife  ihe^MDonftitutiioa  h'adieBtt«sted  the  Kin^  with  sucih 
fMcrtiof  the  pnsiQgairre.  /  And,  in  tlie  first  place^^^  be  would 
ask  linon  what  grbiOidit  wa§  the^right  hoaourable  Mntletnw 
(this  (HmsdcHor  of  the' Exchequer >  ^trusted  to  the  Regent 
the'pow^r  of  dittdfiiig.  Bartiamcot  i  tWas  it  not  that  be 
Bhitatd  hare  tbdtneans  of  appealing  to  the  country  at  IaigQ» 
ihs-cdse:theiftipaHire8.bJF'bti4Mlmini»tcatiO0  wene jUiwaitod^ 
^6Hijppofidl  hyvkdiAMmlofibit  House iiot'spq^Uflg^tbr 
-pilbl|e«etttiiaBat^(bulrgmcbd  by.  their  own  fiictidus.ol^ect^f 
i&auindly  it':wbflr/-4ra  wa»fDbt  the  same  principle  ap- 
•fUik^e  to  iho:Hmuef\>f  Loitis  I-  Had  not  the  Biegent  a 
ahRittittttiopiiL  ri|^  to  be  invested  .with  those  powers  »wiUi 
tepectitoil^.tmt^^ich  heratg^rbe  enabled  to  countemct 
jBDy^rxiidiie  .i^flnJBiice  in  ithatbod/  to  the  system  of  his 
fl^^MHsmgniiuih  tlie  one  caaif  lie  mi  the  power  of  dissolu* 
;IJ0n^iatidttpoii4i«iiRilar]prindp]eibe  ought  jto  possess  the 
•eiipa^yi^of.  icroatiou  ft>  ihe.ipeeRige.''  JHe  was  ready  to 
rftdmily  Ihafi  i^^  A^he:  Htwi^.  of  LordsL  wais  at.  present  coostl- 
4ited^i'thiere  was.Kttle.  gfoun^;fot^  iitpvebeoiliQa;  but  whe^ 
Jte  Blad^lhat  9<MMiQfi9*  be^iustf  dfproeaie  personal  ch^ 
fUftfsrbein^  idlpwo4Amaily;itiMdlice  .^afford  aim  ^sfuraiioe 
<ution.auQitiai«i  of .  la»i^tiQii»  «|ir  jealousy  of  that  branch 
tvlas^inariociit  mihefiCdnstiftutimyraiid  up^nthat  principle 
fi JmA  f rovided)  io'(hie.prefff^StivApf<:rcatit^, 'peers,  the 
MMary^ieaiedy^^lfihitrithen  it  waS'OOnteudod,  thatTestric^ 
iion:wa*it0  ibe  toienttedybeoa^Ufi^  if  was,  ii^suit.to  .be  but 
dtf»9(Miy ;  thab  the  i«fterKaI  of  Mx.  woeks  ^digbt  ras^  the 
tlloQiH'Glit;  Xo  bi$  (faUVoapacity*  TJbie  events' of  these  times 
UtPi^  JwfiBirtuhfittfy  wbolt. awful  i^^  e^n  the 

^^U^QolkMyem,  i^tfit  has  JEteeQ:|{ryJed^  bad  brought  about* 
Illicit  weeta  4be}.lita|l  ^eon  poweci^  rnofiarchi^^subver^ed, 
:4ui(il)impQitaotr  tQval^oas  c»rri^;joto  efif^o^  Jjpokiiig.at 
'tbaj^M,  fiii.  .w0eks,,iai Spoilt  of  imti  was  but  short;  but 
jlphoa  b^/cast,blsey/ssi  toi:tlie  mappf  JZuropt  he  could  not 
^4irj:i^aitaiiysuQh4Q0p(^usioo.  t  pftberesfnctioasygeaerally^ 
-bejMToeJid'siiy'that  fiVipMgh  wasdohpfur  insuU  towards  the 

Royal  personage  desti^ied  to  be  Regent  ^  but  little  for  security 
"rHlftPU^h  was  done,  to  excite  suspiciouand  provoke  distripst, 
^but  notbidg>to  secure  that  tni^t,  and  defend  those  interests 
rwhioti  that  suspieion  would  ^ininsiouatef  were  in  danger— •> 

(Hedft  heari)  There  was  another  point  oa  which  at 
:  present  be  would  make  but.  one  observation— ^it  was  the 
*appoifUmeiit.of  acQuncilto  the  Qaccp.    If  it  was  meant  to 


giaot  to  this  council  hdeeikMit  upon  thd  f^te  of  )ik  Ma« 
jesty^s  lusallJi ;  and  to  itake-  from  Pftrlitfinent  the  ri^ht  of 
that  exfimidatioji,  ivUdrWftsmbesr^ary  before  his  Majesty'^ 
xe&umptioitof  his :aullioriiy-^if  this  iiistrament  of  couocft 
ivas  to  be  macb  a  part  of  the  complex  machinery  as  intro* 
(Ittcedaa  1788t  from  him  it  shouici  receive  the  most  decided 
oppo6it)onv  at  the  same  tim^  that  he  should  endearout  to 
attain  its  apparent  object,  by>lessobj|ectiohable  means.  • 

Mr*  Pder  Moore  obscir^ed,  that  oh  so  invportant  h  ques- 
tion,« before. he  ventured  to  give  ail  opinion^  he  bad  endea- 
iroured  (0  make  himsHf  aoqsiaiiited  with  wl^t  iiiforitiatioil 
the  preckxlents_of  aurJiistory  1iad'aff(mIed.-«>Hc  bad  listened 
%f\ik  unrettiitioi^  diligence  to  t^vbry  ai^ament  tfaiat  had  been 
advattioed^:'ivhether  im  fiivour  or  against  the  course  proposed 
by  ijti^.  right;  hoadiitpble.  gentleman  oppoHte.    The  result 
«f  tnaiioGllliry,  «ii():of:lib  uniform  attention v  was,'  to  con* 
fti^ce^  IUm.th|t  «vcry  proceeding  of  tfae  fi^mse  itae^^manj- 
festijr  ^wiiMHistitutioi>til<-«4|iat  it  had  assumed  powers  which 
^4  lurt  btdoi<g.  to: it-^wbile  it  neglected  datieS'  wliich  were 
SM^iWfjeratAVe.  m  li  ha^  veiitbf^  to»  dispose  of  the  rights 
aCit^eirroitef  of  Wales,  at  tbo  moment. that  it  permitted  m 
ft^gn^t  A^loy  tp  /Kscufi.wltbiiuik  the  existence  of  a  legitimate 
fpYi^ri^ciil^  »  To  protest  against  such  proceedings  be  tiien 
|o^,  iKcooforaaity  wHh'iiiBrOWB  mature  judgment,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  eBfoiessed  injunctions-  of  his  consti-* 
tuei)tf|»    And^hese  lie. must  avow,  that' when  the  second 
atjijourjimefit  was  propoqedi   be  with  ireldctatice  difierecl 
frpm  t|ie  f^^mber  for  Bedlbrd  (Mr.  Whitbread),  and  voted 
tor  thai  adjaurnmcnt— with'reluctaace  he'would  say,  because 
to  differ  on  nny  subjiedt  from  a  maabf  his  sound  judgment 
and.  unsdHieil  integrity  was  to  him  most  painfuL    On  that 
occasion  hie  (Mr.  M.)  believed  him  to  be  wrong; 'but  tbe 
TQport  of  tlio  physicians  soon  convinccxl  him:  that  it  was  he 
himself  that  was  io  prror^tand  was  the  dupe,  equally  with 
the  Ilou«e«  of  ttie  imposition  of  Ministera — (Hear!  hear!) 
Injiis  pubUo  carpacityras  the  representative  of  a  populous 
city  y.  he  charged  the  late  servants  of  the  Grown  with  having 
imposed  upon  the  Hou^e— andin  making  that  cliarge  he 
also  stated  the.  opinion  and  jconviction  of  his  constituents. 
He  would  go  furtlier,  and  assert  that  information  vfLS  with- 
held fr^m  the  country,  with  which  this  country  ought  to 
I>e  acxjuainted  ;  and  that  in  suffering  that  information  to 
be  withheld,  the  Select  Committee  ap|X)inted  by  that  House 
.to  I'j^amine  his  Majesty's  physicians  had  failed  in  their 
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duties. .  Tbej  should  have  MlMRsd  up  thrir  exanliMitkm 
1o  other  periods  wh«ii  (he  Sovtinigii  bboond  imder  hit 
pohaBpj  nielad J ;  bj  whioh  the  Heme  Mid  the  ^oiiiitiy 
m>ula  be  enaUeu  to  form  a  lodgment  vpoo  cerdiiii  efents 
thai  must  at  a  fukiie  day  .becoiae  a  ^vestioo.  of  parik- 
inentary  inYcati^tioii.  It  vte,  however)  now  notorkms^ 
Ihat  the  Sovere^pa  bad  been  at  difierent  times  iaoapabie  to 
exercise  his  Royal  functions,  of  which  then  was  no  com^ 
jttuoication  to  tbf  Parliameat.— Tliat  infomnalion,  mndeoied 
and  undettiabiei  accounted  for  every  impesitioD  that  hadl 
been  practised,  and  every  advantage  taken  of  the  6oveiei|^ 
sioce  1708.  To  the  want  of  that  poliUcal  4XiiitrtMd,  wtkh 
the  mooaitdi  should  eter  have  over  his  servawlsy  may  be 
asoribed-the  whole  timue  of  fraud  which  has  marheA  the 
adfl^istiatioa  of  public  a&irs  in  every  bnnch  ot  it,  poll- 
tical  and  finaocml.  Had  that  cootroul  been  es#vciised|  er 
had  not  the  is^nntty  of  the  Sovcfcipi  brai  lyade  the  AieM 
of  his  advisers,  would  any  man  have  dared,  wbenapirlia* 
aaewtary  coamnssion  was  pioceedio^  in  Iidand,  mr  <ke 

Sorpese  of  redieBsinf  the  wiongs  of  persecuted  and  ayyi^sauil 
lIow-%ubjects-<oppfessed  by  the  vilest  and  basest  fufl^ 
4ffeants,  filling  the  lowest  offices  (atludinip,  we  jpresaroe,  4a 
tibe  state  prisoneis),«*-io  psevent  the  appnd  of  a  MnareA 
feUow<<ubject,  finder  a  pretest  that  the  p<w>tntife  waa 
invaded  if  any  part  of  theadminishEation  of  lord  ilaidwidbe 
was  amign^  ?  If  that  oontrtml  was  tu  actiou,  would 
pensions  nave  been  so  lavishly  granted  in  the  yean  1801 
and  J804? — ^years  when,  it  now  appeared,  lus  Majesty 
was  afflicted  with  his  severe  mabaly*  Would  acquittances 
lor  public  money  be  given,  and  on  that  point  bespe4e  net 
•without  authority,  for  he  had  in  his  possession  vonchera'^ 
which  proved  that  an  acquittance  had  been  given  lor  the 
use  of  one  million  and  for^-di^  thousand  pounds*  If  the 
House  called  upon  him  tot  the  ptooft,  he  would  produce 
them.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  stats  his  Imings  of 
f^ret'  at  the  distiasinr  situation  of  his'  Majesty*  Tbesn 
jeeiings  of  sorrow  he  liad  in  common  with  the  whele 
country,  that  country  which  now  save  tiie  best  refutation 
to  all  the  danders  and  calumnies  which  for  the  last  eigtitecQ 
years  wc|e  heaped  upon  it,  by  those  who  affected  to  be  di^ 
friends  of  the  Kin^ — by  those  who  endeavoured  to  prejudice 
file  Royal  ear  against  his  people,  and  who  had  actually  in 
that  House  indicted  the  wnole  nation  for  high  treasta.  It 
was  at  that  time  the  system  of  £rattd  was  devised,  whose 
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mode  of  openUkm  ma  to  ke  tmofA  fint  ia  pn^udlciaK  tiw 
Kitty  against  tlie  pfople«-tlie  peopk  against  each  ocliei^-* 
and  lastly,  anwipff  oiflKnlion  amoof  tfie  Ptiaoes  of  tlic 
Blood.  Thank  Go4>  that  evil  was  ooir  vnneclied,  and  ibe 
€oan(ry  bcUeld  wi^  admkalion  thoaa  illuitrioiis  pewoasgai 
united  bj  thedoaest  tics  of  pnUio  prindpfe  and  privaie 
friendship* 

With  raapect  tothe  Teitrictjoos^  lie  could  coasidar  tbeo^ 
In  no  other  light  than  as  the  loo^t  marked  inaalt  that  iha 
House  could  o&r  to  his  Royal  Highness.  The  House  had 
pot  a  right  to  dehiy  »  single  hour  without  restoring  a  l^ili- 
nuUe  goverament.  It  mould  not  only  retrace  tho  pust, 
t)ut  provide  for  the  future^  for  sure  he  was,  that  if  ^e 
aervads  of  the  King  could  have  by  any  means  procured, 
the  sign  manual  to  the  Commission  for  the  prorogation  ; 
could  they  have  conjured  up  such  a  documeaty  as  tlio 
Witch  of  Endordid  the  spirit  of  Samuel,  neither  Parlia* 
ment  nor  the  ooiintrv  would  have  ever  heard  of  the  preBent 
indisposition  of  his  Majes^, 

Mr.  Poruanby  observed,  thut  it  would  be  more  tegular  to. 
discuss  the  Resolutions  when  the  Report  was  brought  up. 
— ^The  Report  was  then  brought  up^  and  the  Rcsolutioaa 
^ead, 

JLard  PorcheHer  roae.  He  )iad  no  idea  of  considering  the 
matters  before  the  House  in  the  spirit  of  some  members  ;  h^ 
i^ust  not  look  upon  them  in  the  iaunedlate  effects  which 
they  were  intended  to  produce,  but  as  involving  future 
times  and  things  9  as,  in  his  mind,  involving  a  great  con- 
stitutional ifiiestion.  He  was  obliged  to  go  over  the  same 
ground  which  had  been  trod  by  every  honourable  member 
irho  had  spoken  on  the  present  subject,  and  prefab  his  ob- 
servations with,  the  language  of  toe  most  profound  respect 
for  the  personages  in  question ;  but  he  must  say,  at  the 
same  time,  that  on  a  matter  of  high  debate  like  the  present, 
no  MTsonal  consideration,  no  thought  of  private  excellence, 
no  neling  of  public  dignityi  should  be  brought  forward. 
It  was  the  duty  of  men,  delibemting  on  the  great  subjects 
i^hich  then  occupied  the  House,  io  put  away  from  their 
minds  and  their  expressions^  every  thing  that  appeared  like 
personal  considerations.  As  to  the  three  exalted  personages 
ivho  had  been  so  often  alluded  to,  there  was,  there  could  be 
but  one  opinion  in  the  country.  As  to  the  King,  there  was 
no  man  in  the  country,  na  matter  of  what  feeling,  or  rank, 
or  party,  that  did  not  put  tip  a  prayer  for  his  recovery.  The 
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Prince  of  Wate  sytn jljutllised  tvifft  the  stibjects  of  Ws  feflier  ; 
ami  if  he  (hoa^KMbat  niij  restH(!tioptf  knposed  upon'  him- 
self would  anjrmenf  (he  po'wer,  bir  inbr^a^i^  Ihie  satisfUctionf 
of  that  Royal  Farter,  the  filmKdiilr  rfT  fftc' Prince  wouia 
assent  to  them.  -TUe  Prfrice  wmtld^gy-^ '  Y^  s  but  tjie  duty 
of  Parliament  to  its  b<>nirtitttehts^6TOi»3r,  No.  Numerous 
cases  of  restrictions  on  the  Kegent  had  been  brouj^ht  for* 
ward; 'but  they  were  aU  cKflfcrent,  ift  one  es3entiaT  pointy 
from  the prcspn tone.  There  in^as  not  araonfftbehi  aft  an 
imtance,  when  the  Rcgem^y  wks  to  b^c6nfcrred  Ujpon  aii 
benr-apparent  of  full  ago.  The  nature  of  those  ti^uat  re- 
strictions was  doneawfty,  by  the  nature  of  the  prescrtt  case. 
They  were  uniformly  directed  to  prevent  the  Regent  from 
injuring  the  succ<^ion,  from  renc|ing  the  Royid  privilegeg 
from  the  Royal  person,  and  from  finally  delivering  it  np  a 
mutilated,,  feeble,  ineffectual  power.  None  of  tho:>e  ap- 
plied to  the  easc-of  an  hetr-appnrent ;  for  an  infant  cobid 
not  be  called  an  heir-apparent.  But  none  of'tlieni  applied 
in  any  form  to  an  heir-apparent  of  full  age.  Was  there  to 
be  more  danger  in  gtving  those  privileges  to  the  Prince 
HOW,  than  when  he  was  to  come*  td  the  throne  ?  The  Prince 
wa»  to  be  restricted  froifi  conferring  the  peerage.  The  House 
was  pompously  told,  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side, 
that  the  peerage  was  the  stay  and  Support  of  the  throne^  the 
solid  prop  of  the  4hrto0:  and  was  iC  to  be  conceived,  that' 
the  Prince,  who  wasto6it  opoti  that  throne,  would  dclibe- 
Tately  break  down  the  honour  and  credit  of  that-  which  was 
to  be  bis  great  future  support  F  Yet  the  restriction  was 
framed  to  prevent  the  Prince's  breaking  dowti  the  peerage, 
by  conferring  it  on  k>w  and  unworthy  persons.  -But  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Cbanceilor  of  the  G?r(%eqner) 
was  forced  to  depart  from  his  principle,  by  makiir]^  ah  ex-' 
ception  at  the  moment  of  his  promnlging  it.  He  wa^  forci^ 
to  allow  the  gift  of  t  he  peerage  to  distinguished  navfti  or  mi- 
litary olBcers.  By  this  exceptidn,  the  principle  i^as  fairiy 
ti^ftoh'ed  upon  ;  but  to  justify  the  departure,  the  feelings  of 
the  Hduse  wpre  to^ be  wrought  on  by  a  pathetic  description 
of  a  hero  dyin^  in  the^  arms  of  victory,  but  dying  with  the 
consciousness  tliat  the  reward  of  his  valonr  could  not  be 
granted  to  him.  This  was  an  extreme  case ;  it  could  nol 
justify  a  deviation  from  the  principle,  if  the  principle  it- 
self were  tenable,  it  was  altogether  an  extreme  case;  it 
assumed,  that  the  gallant  officer  who  deserved  so  high  an 
honour,  would  survive  tphcar  that  the  tfdings  of  his  ex* 
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ploit  had  beeri  calried  home;  that  they  had  receival^thd  * 
applause  of  his  cpuotrjinea ;  that  the^  had  received  thd 
.thanks  of  Paxliament;  and  thea  have  his  d^itas^  -hoairs  sad^ 
dened  bjrthe  feeling  that  he  wusdaprired  o^hia  iKward,  and 
that  he  must  die  without  that  which  crowned  /lift^une*  Bttt 
here  a  latitude  was  given  to  the  Regent,  to  degrade  the 
honour  of  the  peerage^  by  elevating  low  chakaoters  into  ity 
on  the  pretipnce  of  merit,  and  nt  ooce  bartbea  Ijie  otuTntry 
and  dishonour  the  peerage.    The  restrictions  with'iespect  to 
patent  places,  reversions,   and  sinecures,  afforded  equfd 
l^ounds  for  objection.  •  Why  was  not  their  disgiOsaL  to  be 
J^ft  to  t|ie  Prince  Regent,  as  much  as  to  the  King  ?    When 
the  King  awoke  from  his  sleep  of  reason,  and* asked,' hoff 
the  vessel  of  the  state  had  been  steered  through  the  litdfrtu 
andsboals  of  those  perilous  times— when  he  asked,^  if  no  bc^ 
cidental  advantages  had  come  in  the  way— <if  no  little  prbses 
.Lad  been  found  in  the  course — ^and  it  should  be  answemd^ 
.that  some  had  been  met  with^  apd  given  to  men?  who^.de* 
served  the  confidence,  and  supported  the  measupeaoftbego- 
'vernment  administered  by  his  Son ;  was  it  to  be  suj^osed^ 
that  this  ^disposal  could  offend  the  Monarch;  or  rather^ 
that  it  would  j^ot  meet  his  wanaest 'aiiprobation  ?    The 
.Prince  Rcj^t  cpidd  lemoy^  miai8.ieis  wno  declared  fthenp 
selves  thefriends^  the  defenders,  the  guardians  of  the  thffooq. 
Tiie  Prince  Regent  wa^  exB{)ower^  at  once  to  sweep  a?wiiy 
the  rigiil  hoq/  gentlemanKthe  Chaacellor  *of  the  Exaheqnef), 
with  his  whole  tr^in  of  right  hon.  inH^  i  but  if  it  Caoie  v^l 
his  way  to  inake  a  new  Clerk  of  the  Irons,  or  a  new  8mfiwyor 
of  the  Meltings,  the  State  was  undone,  authority  putragisd, 
and  the  King^s  prerogative  invaded.    Sinecures.  deserviS  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House,  at  another  time.    It  had 
been  lately  intended  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  them  alto- 
gcthct ;  and  in  his  (Lord  P's)  opinion,  the  R^ent  govern- 
ment should  be  eminently  cautious  in  the  dutribution  of 
*such  things,  till  it  was  finally  ascertained,  whether  tliey  were 
to  stand  or  fall.    But  suppose  the  question  fairly  brought 
before  the  Honse,  the  two  Houses  had  aVight  to  discuss  the 
abolition  of  sinecures ;  was  it  to  be  said  that  the  Prince  Re- 

fent  could  not  give  his  assent  to  such  a  bill  ?  Or  was  it  to 
e  suppc^edf  that  the  King,  when  he  awoke  from  his  tran(^ 
of  reason,  would  object  to  what  was  done  by  the  Lords 
Commons,  and  Regent  ?  It  could  not  be  doubted  that  such 
a  bill  might  be  pased.  What  then  would  be  the  dilemma  ? 
The  prero£ative-«-«aoh  as  it  was.  miffht  be  cut  away-«- 
T^L.  1.18U  SB 
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tiMdam  mlgftt  be  atniliahed  bj  the  ttegent's  gotemment  % 
bot  if  the  R^ent  attempled  la  me  the  preroeatiiTe— if  the 
Si^fpent  dned  to  |rtye  away  a  rinecure-^neii  Ihe  whole  om 
Ixwitioii  of  the  right  honourable  gendrraan  was  tobeTouacp, 
and  the  King's  aulhoritj  was  fatally  infringed.  Thfa  wa^ 
mjmgy  jroM  may  {rfuck  eveiy  ftatfaer  of  the  prerej^tife^  and 
give  back  nothing  to  its  owner  but  the  naked  pinion,  an^ 
BO  har in  has  htm  done ;  but  f f  you  restore  it,  hi  all  its 
tiative  and  ovfgifAl  plomagei^if  you  rsitore  it  in  its  ftst 
apIendbuiiijvaM  only  pick-up  a  few  feathers  that  haw? 
moulted  trf  the  oonrte  of  nature,  you  destroy  its  use  and  its 
beauty  toget^.  Okie  bmnch  of  the  prerogatire  was  sus* 
fpended  for  three  yeare ;  it  might  hare  been  well  that  it  weie 
«bo(i»faad  altc^her.  But  there  was  a  serious  diflerenoe 
fa^weeH  snspenrion  and  abolition.  E¥il  in  gorernment,  as 
^weli  aft  ih  otuer  things,  was  made  less  dangerous  by  itft  being 
diffused  over  a  wider  space  of  time.  If  the  disposal  of  sine^ 
<sittm  imd  rencraioas  were  to  be  suspended  for  a  year,  thens 
would  be,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  an  aocumohtton  or  them, 
4hat  usfeht  prodi^ce  conseqwnott  6f  the  most  serious  nature 
^D  the  Gonstitulton.  But  if  to  secure  the  >powtr  necessary 
ibr  canyitig  on  the  govemmeaf »  was  the  utiiforte  aigument 
for  this  species  of  jmees,  was  not  the  prince  in  want  of  sup* 
pott,  br  did  not  hn  government  require  power  as  much  as 
that  of  any  other  government  of  the  coimitry  ?  As  to  the 
App^meat  of  the  Household,  little  need  he  said.  The 
point  had  been  fully  discitfssed.  Tlie  considemtioa  was. 
Merely  whether  the  itegent  should  not  have  the  appointment 
.of  thai  pattof  the  hoUMhioid  which  had  no  personal  inter- 
coone  with  the  King,  and  who  were  merely  public  officers. 
It  was  not  to  be  allowed  that  the  Prince  and  the  Queen 
should  each  have  such  a  power.  Was  the  House  to  sanction 
the  appointment  of  a  double  set  of  o^afs,  at  a  time  wheii 
the  people  were  cdling  out  fat  retrench  ment  from  every 

Starter?  What  minister  would  be  iso  hcrdy  as  to  add  to 
e  public  burthens  for  the  support  of  t  Ihs  cnmbrous  pom  p  ? 
The  House  were  told,  that  fee  salaries  only  amonnted  to 
fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  pounds.  But  was  the  salary  the 
only  expence  ?  What,  for  instance,  was  a  Master  of  the 
Hoise  without  horses  ?  All  those  provisions  were  declared 
to  have  for  their  object,  the  restoration  of  the  King's  au- 
thority entire.  History  had  spoken  <rf*  kings  depcwed^  of 
kings  imprisoned,  of.  kings  finally  stripped '  of  power  and 
Kk;  and  it  was  of  course  r^ht  to  provide  agunst  there- 
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carreooe  of  such  ealanities^  But  whai  did  bidoiy  ever 
«peak  of  a  king^  in  a  wise  aod  po^rafal  niition,  stripped  of 
his^ffoyalty  by  soch  instrumenta  as  those  which  tb^e  caation 
of  MinisteiB  withheld  fiom.  the  Pcince  Regent's  hand  ? 
When  did  history  ever  iell  of  a  king  overtnmed  by  the  ap<» 
pointment  of  two  or  three  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  two  or 
three  officers  of  no  public  importance,  and  two  or  thitBo 
peers,  who  never  saw  the  king's  peisoo  ?  If  the  supporleni 
of  those  measnres  weie  to  come  to  the  people,  and  tell  them, 
^^  We  have  protected  the  Kin^  in  his  hour  of  incapacity^ 
we  have  drawn  a  btfoad  and  deep  line  between  him  and 
those  who  would  encroach  on  his  power'^-^tbe  peopte  woold 
applaud  those  piretensions.  But  if  they  told  the  people  of 
wtiat  materials  those  mighty  retrenchments  were  made ;  if 
thoy  acknowledged,  that  they  were  compounded  of  the  ap* 
pointrocnt  of  a  few  Bed*chambec  Loids,  their  oonftttuenta 
wonid  bugh  in  tileir  fiiqes»  tell  them  they  were  fodkf  and 
that  they  should  never  .go  to  Parliament  ^ftin  (oi  tham. 
Would  ministeivnot  learn  the  mischiefs  Of  uose  prolonged 
discussions  on  trifling  points  ?  Was  flieie  no  mischirf  m 
being  without  an  Executive  i  In  one  month,  on  the  seopnd 
of  February,  we  were  to  decide,  whether  we  were  to  have 
peace  or  war  with  almost  the  only  State  of  the  world  that 
was  not  yet  in  deckred  hostility  against  us.  On  the  second 
of  February,  the  tremendous  question  of  peace  or  war  with 
America  was  io  be  fixed.  All  men  of  all  parties  agijeed 
that  the  Prince  ought  to  be  the  Regent,  and  that  an  eifcient 
Executive  should  be  formed  immeoiately.  Yet  at  the  rate 
of  proceeding  which  ministers  adopted  in  their  debates  on 
the  most  trifling  points,  the  Regent  could  not  be  appointed 
before  the  first  of  February ;  and  the  discussion  of  the  s^ 
Gond  was  to  come  upon  him  with  the  preparation  of  a 
sinf^e  day.  There  was  another  circumstance,  (it  woold  be 
only  given  as  an  hypottiesis),  he  (Lord  P.^  sincerelv  hoped 
it  could  be  nothing  more ;  the  rumour  was,  that  the  Bank 
Directors  had  declared  that'  it  was  not  in  their  power  to 
aupiily  tlie  amy  in  Portugal  with  bullira.  Was  there  no 
evil  in  a  state  of  things  like  this  ?  The  plighted  fiiith  of  the 
nation  w^s  in  danger ;  great  concerns  were  hourly  pressing 
OB  the  public  inind  \  America  was  to  be  defied  or  reconciied$ 
Poftugal  was  to  be  defended,  or  thearm^  withdrawn  imme- 
diately ?  and  in  the  midst  of  all  this,  ministers  were  leaving 
tb^  country  without  an  Executive.  Was  there  to  be  no 
coarideration  for  the  sofemii  responsiUiity  which  lay  upon 
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upon  the  Regent  ?  Was  it  to  tie  forgottenjtbat  he  was  to  tender 
up  an  account  of  his  govemnient  to  his  Royal  Fkther, 
When  the  period  arrived  for  which  every  man  in  the  country 
so  anxiously  supplfeated?  Tbe  House  would  (bcl  this, 
if  tbe  Ministers  would  not.  They  were  at  that  moment 
consulting,  not  merely  for  their  own  privileges,  but  for 
the  honour  of  .the  Crown,  for  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  for  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  Lord  Porcbester 
concluded  by  moving,  as  an  amendment  to  the  firet  resolu« 
lion,  appointing  the  Prince  of  Wales  Regent,  with  all  the 
privileges  of  tlie  Throne,  subject  to  such  limitations  as.  should 
hereafter  be  provided  ;  that  the  words  *^  subject,''  and  from 
that  to  the  end,  should  be  omitted.  ' 

Sir  T,  Turton  rose  to  second  the  attaendment.    Hedis« 
approved  of  the  system  of  restrictions — ^the  name  of  Mr. 
Pitt  had,  he  believsd,  given  it  a  sanction,  of  which  it  was  in 
every  respect  unworthy ;    but  that  was  not  the  first  instance 
of  great  authorities  being  made  use  of  to  give  a  sanction  to 
absurdities.     In  his  view  of  the  proceedings  of  1788  he 
thought  that  in  consequence  of  an   inadvertent  assertion 
having  fallen  from  an  enlightened  statesman  of  that  day, 
which  was  tortured  into  a  meaning  not  intended  by  him, 
and  denied  by  his  p^rty,  a  ptetence  was  created  for  carrying 
the  opposite  principle  to  an  unjustifiable  extent,  and  which, 
whatever  was  the  motive,  certainly  had  a  tendency  to  insult 
the  Priiice.    The  rieht  honoumble  gentleman  might  smile ;  ^ 
but  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  restricting  the  powers  of  tbe 
Prince,  but  a  suspicion  that  he  would  not  use  those  powers 
wisely,  and  a  presumption  of  thjs  kind  bethought  unfair 
and  msulting.      The  apprehensions  of  the  King  meeting 
with  any  obstructions  in  the  resumption  of  his  powers  were 
scarcely  desefying  of  serious  refutation ;  could  it  be  believed 
that  tbe  heir-apparent  would  not  be  eaeer  to  catch  the  fint 
,jaint  dawnings  of  returning  reason?    rie  concurred  intiie 
truth  of  the  fine  illustration  made  use  of  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  opposite,  that  the  King,  like  the  sun,  need  only 
.   shew  hiroselrto  be  acknowledgol'^bis  recovery  could  not 
possibly  be  withheld  a  moment  from  his  people — ^the  preoe* 
dent  pf  the  proceedipgs  during  tbe  King's  illness  in  17^  had 
been  attempted  io  be  confirmed  by  the  speech  which  the 
same  Ministers  hud  put  into  the  King's  mouth  in  approba* 
tion  of  their  own  conduct,  but  be  did  not  understand  how 
two  bad  precedents  could  make  one  good  precedent.    The 
precedents  referred  to  in  tl|e  case  of  the  Rc^cy  during  (he 
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reign  of  Charles  ihe  Vlthof  Franoe,  did  not  appljy  as  in^ 
that  case  the  Regent  was  not  the  next  in  suocessiod.    In  im^ 
ing  so  ardoeus  a  duty  on  the  Prince,  be  thought  the  * 
oose  vfns  bound  not  to  deprive  him  of  the  means  necessaiy ' 
to  discbarge. that  duty,  howerer  disposed  the  Ministry 
those  modem  Sangradosj  might  be  to  weaken  and  uiifit  him' 
lor  the  office.     Bfuch  as  they  had  heard  of  the  precedent  in  ' 
1788,  it  was  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  Bill  for  restricting 
the  R^ent  did  not  pass  till  the  l§th  of  February,  and  that 
at  that  late  date  the  confident  and  sanguine  expectation  of 
bis  Mi^ty*s  speedy  and  complete  recovery,  he  being  then 
in  a  course  of  progressive  amendment,  must  be  suppmed  to 
have  bad  considerable  influence  upon  those  who  voted  for  * 
the  TCstrictions.     But  the  honourable  gentlemen  sliU  ob» 
atinately  clung  to  their  precedent.    They*thrciw  it  down 
before  them  as  a  sort  of  challenge  of  ilefiance  to  all  opposi- ' 
tion  or  objection,  and  this,  too,  ofi  the  mere  strength  <n  Mr. 
Pitt's  name  and  authority.    A  certain  puerile  verse  recited 
in  some  boy*s  game  might j  ^ith  a  slignt  alterationi  be  ap«  * 
plied  to  such  reasoning — 

"  Here  itands  our  Precedent    Who  put  it  there  ? 
A  bcUet  man  than  you,  so  touch  it  if  jou  darel'' 

(Otnerd  louder.)  With  respect  to  the  nomination  of 
a  few  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  he  coulid  not  think  it  too 
aerious  a  power  to  entrust  with  the  Regent.  The  saving 
of4he  15,000/.  he  confessed  did  not  seem  to  him  of  such  im-  . 
portance;  because  he  thought  that  the  great  cause  Of  public 
economy  could  only  be  advanced  by  great  and  welUjadged 
reductions  iii  the  public  expenditure — a  moiety  of*  the 
treasure  wasted  in  the  mad  and  disastr6us  expoJition  to 
Walcberen,wouId^  weigh  more  in  the  scale  of  economical 
reform  than  many  of  such  pitiable  savings  as  were  by  some  * 
persons  calculated  upon.  He  concludi^  by  seconding  the 
amendment. 

Jjord  FrdfuAs  Osborne^  in  a  tone  of  voice  scarcely  audible 
in  the  ^llery,  expressed  himself  hostile  to  the  resolutions, 
as  well  as  to  the  general  mode  of  reasoning  by  which  they 
bad  hitherto  been  attempted  to  be  supported.  If  he  under* 
stood  them  rightly,  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  in  direct 
defiance  of  the  principles  of  the  Ck>nstitution.  The  second 
fesoltttion  went  to  pledge  that  House  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  £xccutive,  and  they  ii^ere  at  the  same  time  called  6\x 
tp  fr^ijucii  and  abridge  those,  powers  which  were  essentially « 
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necdiajy,  complete,  and  uDiippairedt  to  the  Mpplj  of  that 
deficimcf  •  This  waandking  them  to  do  two  thuin  ivhich 
defcatfd  cAcb  other ;  for  he  coold  not  undeistand liow  the 
deficiency  ackfiowled^  to  exist  coukl  be  lemedicd  by 
tnhins  not  sufficient)  V  ample  to  supply  it-^Hearl  Aeor!)— « 
The  duty  of  that  Ilouoe  was  simple  and  direct — it  was  to 
sapply  the  deficiency  existing  in  the  Executive,  and  fully  to- 
-  supply  it.  The  partial  or  restricted  Mipply  of  it  was  a  sort 
of  nnoTation  which  might  at  a  fiiture  period  be  conyerted 
into  a  precedent  of  a  very  diifercnt  kind.  IflbeHoiiaa 
inil^ht  DOW  alter  the  mode  of  filling  up  the  defect  in  the 
Executive,  by  limiting  (he  powers  of  a  Regent^  wliat  was  to 
prevent  a  future  Honse  of  Commons  from  proGeeding  upoo 
an  alteration  ofadifierent  kind,  and  eff/orgtng  the  poweis. 
vf  the  Urgent  ?  (Hear  I  hear !)  Admitting  the  right  of 
altering  at  al]>  tlie  modeof  allcmtion  foUowdl  irresistibiy ; 
and,  however  various  or  opposite  that  mode  at  difierent 
iwiods,  still  the  question  of  cnanging  the  Executive^  which 
ou|;lit  to  be  uncbongeablei  must  Iwcome  a  fair  topic  of 
justifiable  discussion — such  appesired  to  him  to  be  the  dan* 
gerous  consequences  likely  to  result  from  such  a  coarse  of 
proceeding,- because,  if  once  tbey  began  to  alter  at  all,  they 
could  not  put  a  stop  to  the  mode  of  alteration— (J^eor  f 
tear  I) — ^Thcre  was  no  part  of  the  prercumtive  more  tnw 
portant  than  the  right  of  creating  peers.  He  looked  to  the 
lloQse  of  Peers  as  to  a  great  ana  distinct  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  The  right  of  ad^in^;  to  the  number  of  kis. 
heieditarv  counsellors  was  vested  m  the  King,  be  believed, 
ior  the  best  and  wisest  of  purposes.  He  should  not  con« 
si'Rt  to  impose  ilpon  the  Ileir-Apparent  the  weight  erf*  tbo 
lioyal  functions,  deprived  of  all  that  pan  give  him  stiengtJk' 
<o  wear  and  exercise  them  with  dignity.  Tiie  Minister  bad 
afiected  to  do  much  when  he  consentdil  to  leave  to  the 
'  liegent  the  right  of  making  peace  or  war ;  but  with  respect 
to  war,  Uicje  was  not  in  Europe  a  power  left  to  declare  war 
agailisl  us,  they  were  at  war  with  us  already ;  and  as  to 
making  peace,  that  House  had  frequently  and  decisively 
dfclared  pence  to  be,  for  some  time  at  least,  impmcticabla 
{Ihrtr  I  hear !). 

The  speech  of  his  Majesty  by  Commission  on  kis  i^ 
CO  very  has  been  much  relied  on  as  conclusive  confirmation 
of  (he  proprietor  of  the  proceedings  in  1788.  That  spoQ^ 
was  to  be  considered  either  as  the  speech  of  the  King  in  hia 
individual  capacity,  and  to  look  at  it  in  such  a  point  of  view 
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ifouM  Jftj  he  conceived,  a  mm  abase  of  allpailSEtTiifntarf 
usage,  and  a  Tiolatian  of  their  Aniy  to  the  ptiUid  (ffeifr  ! 
heart); ^  or  it  wns  to  be  considered  m  all  other  Ktn^^i 
speeches  had  been,  as  the  mere  speech  of  his  Ministeis.  In  this 

S\i  point  of  View  they  mi^t  come  at  its  tme  character!  and 
d  in  it,  after  afl,  nothing  bat  a  clumsy  and  fubomeat« 
tempt  of  the  King^s  servants  to  pass  a  panegyric  on  Cheni^ 
sdres — (Hear !  hear  f  >  With  regard  to  the  Kipr,  indiri- 
dantly  considered,  he  thoaght  it  tbedaty  of  tiuR  Houseto 
coRstiU  his  private  comfort  and  personal  feelings^  and  to 
treat  him  with  that  duty,  devotion,  and  respect,  wliidi  ware 
even  less  doe  to  his  station  than  to  hts  wortn— that  worth  he 
admitted  in  its  fullest  extent — no  man  who  knew  what  it  was 
to  be  a  ftther,  no  man  who  knew  how  to  value  the  most 
tender  and  amiable  relations  of  society,  could  possibly  b^ 
insensible  of  that  worth.  Indeed,  he  had  always  thoa;vht 
that  the  private  virtties  and  moderote  conduct  of  hi^l^^ 
jesty  had  been  of  more  real  service  to  tlie  country  flian  ad 
the  public  measures  of  his  reign;  ifttarl  hear  I),  Cftent, 
and^  as  he  thought,  unwarrantable  iise  had  been  made 
of  a  sentiment  so  .general,  to  take  the  House  b^  its  Teet- 
ings,  and  by  them  lead  it  aside  fixmi  the  true  qoestioi|  before 
them. 

Mr.  fhrke  congratulated  the  comity  of.  Cambridge  on 
having  a  representative  of  so  much  ability  as  the  ndUe  lord 
who  spoke  last,  for  whom  he  had  never  ceased  to  have  the 
highest  respect  and  good-will,  even  at  the  moment  when 
they  were  more  particularly  opposed  to  each  other;  a  re- 
presentative descends  of  a  family  eminent  both  for  its 
loyalty  and  private  virtues  (Hear  I  hear  I).  Though  the 
siibject  now  before  them  had  been  nearly  exhausted,  he 
thought  there  was  still  room  for  animadversion  upon  the 
speed),  both  of  tiie  nobfe  lord  opposite,  and  the  honoarebie 
and  learned  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him.  For  the 
purpose  of  making  some  observations  on  what  lh(*y  had 
'said,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  stating  his  view  of  the 
question  for  their  consideration.  He  did  so,  because  the 
arguments  which  might  be  applicable  to  a  different  slate  of 
,  /acts,  might  not  be  applicable  to  the  present  case ;  and 
though  some  of  the  resolutions  had  not  yet  been  broogh^ 
up^  it  would,  he  apprehended,  be  more  couvcnicnl  now  to 
consider  them  altogctner. 

« '  The  state  of  facts  then  was  this— his  Majesty  had  by 
ther  unanimous  vote  of  both  Houses  1>een  declared  incapable 
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of  the  ponobal  exercise  of  the  Royal  fuociioitf;  bat  apoa 
Che  lame  eTideace  on  which  tiiis  vote  waBfoiuide4)  it  ap- 
peared that  the  indisposition  of  his  Majesty  wa«  not  likegr 
to  lavt  for  an^  long  period.  Of  the  indisposition  of  thia 
nature,  by  which  his  Majesty  had  been  before  afBicted,  the 
jfilrst  had.  lasted  four  months,  and  the  others  for  a  shorter 
.period;,  and  the  physicians  referred  to  this  as  a  ground  for 
.their  expectation  that  the  present .  malady  wouki  be  of  no 
Jong  duration.  They  werp  then  caUed  upon  to  supply  the 
.defect  of  the  Royal  authority,  but  ^ly  for  a  very  short 
.period.  How  many  arguments  might  be  good  when  ap* 
.plied  to  a  long  incapacitv^wliich  were  not  applicable  to  toe 

S resent  state  of  facts  1     f  ne  two  Houses  of  rarlian^ent  had 
ecidedt  that  it  was  their  right  and  duty  to  supply,  the 
deficiency,  and  also  to  point  out  the  mode  in  which  it  should 
be  done ;  that  it  should  be  done  not  by  Address,  but  by 
.BilK  which  was  the  constitutbnal  /orm.,,    The  two  Houses 
having  decided  that  the  proceeding  should  be  by  Bill,  the 
conclusion  was  that  they  did  not  thinly  it  right  to  take  the 
.'whole  power  of  the  .Crown  from  the  Monarch,  but  that  they 
.should  only  take  so  much  of  it  as  would  be  necessary  for  a 
.short  period.    The  Houses^  by  the  same  Act,  had  also 
Tirtually  decided  that  the  Ministers  who  had  been  in  office 
before  the  incapacity  took  place,  and  who  could  not  properly 
remove  themselvesj  should  continue  to  perform  the  duties  of 
^office  till,  by  some  measure  or  other,  successors  were  ap- 
(Pointed :   they  had  virtually  thus  decided,  he  said,  by  not 
calling  for  the  great  seal  and  the  other  seals  and  symbols  of 
office,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  power  aiid  the  duties 
into  their  own  hands.     This^  too  had  been  a  consequence 
flowing  frono^  the  proceedinp  of  1788  under  circumstances 
similar  to  the  present.    The  Houses  having  decided  that  the 
defect  should  be  supplied  in  this  manner,  they  resolved  4  hat 
the  Prince  of  Wales  should  be  Regent,  with  such  powers  as 
the  two  Houses  chose  to  vest  in  him. 

Proceeding  .to  notice  the  arguments  of  those  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side,  Mr«  Yorke  adverted  to  the  obiec« 
tion  in  point  of  delay  urged  by  the  noble  lord  opposite(ror- 
chester),  with  respect  to  our  relations  wijth  foreign  Powers, 
and  observed,  that  this,  might  be  a  proper  argument  when 
urged  in  time,  but  that  it  now  came  too  late ;  because  he 
was  authorised  to  say,  that  the  two  Houses  had  decided  that 
the  proceeding  shoulcl  be  by  Bill,  and  not  by  Addrtes,  and 
that  the  Executive  power  should  *  iu  the  mean  time  remain 


111  tbefaaodk  ^ftHe  preMit  BfiiiMei««  113  the  Mali  Mni  ttte 
ethe^sjrflibob  of  (ffflee  had  ncrt  beeb  sent  for  to  beentniiMl 
l»  Omiinltteeft  ofboch  HouM.  He  did  not  sarthtf  this 
fifaottld  hare  been  donci  bat  only  wrgtuA  that  ai  It  bad  a6t 
been  doms^  the  M  inisteis  were  ^on!ed  to  aet  out  their  rtspoA* 
sibSitJr.  The  ministeiB  of  Qaeen  Aime  had  in  the  same  way 
faketi  opon  them^drva  cfti  their  resrpoiisibility  to  set  for  tw 

SbKc  tin  the  arri^l  of  George  the  Pint*  In  conrideHn^ 
f  gciAetal  snbjeet,  he  must  observe,  that  the  personal  chiP 
iacter  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  any  one  ebe,  ought  to  be 
laid  entirdy  oat  of  riew,  becaase  they  were  in  all  proUibilf^ 
ttiablishiiis  a  precedent  for  the  oondnct  of  fatifre  Pkrll»- 
fnenfs.  -Tne  "argnnient  for  phonal  confidence  ini^t  bb 
wdl  founded  in  the  present  instaQce«  and  yet  utterly  ina((- 
plicable  to  a  future  case ;  and  he  wbiild  now  give  that  sihcet^ 
ophiiob  io  th^  House,  which  he  would  hive  done  t(»  the 
Irittce  of  Wake  himself  if  ealied  upon  for  his  adf  ice.  Cdfr- 
aidering  the  tiaestion  then  as  appljiiAg  to  the  ^ppjotntiuentof 
a  Regent  for  a  short  period,  he  liad  no  conception  that  the 
Rc^t  ought  to  be  invested  with  the  full  powers  of  the 
Grown,  notwithstanding  the  vtblt  argmnent  of  the  honoura- 
ble and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (Leach>.  Gteat  iiitsk 
bad  been  laid  upon  the  pieoedent  of  Philip  arid  Mary,  by 
Which  the  King  was  invest^  wHh  the  fhll  powers  6f  thb 
,  Giytemment  during  the  infilncy  of  the  Heir  to  the  Crowii 
which  might  be  the  issue  of  that  marring.  But  (hen  it 
should  be  temembered  that  Philip  was  actually  King',  as- 
wdl  as  King  William  in  the  time  of  WilHara  and  Mary : 
{Hear !  hear !)  he  maintained  that  there  was  little  diibrence 
between  th^  two  instances,  and  the  authority  indeed  was 
vested  in  Queen  Maryduringherlife(/rear!  heari):  but  then 
her  husband  Philip  had  the  title  of  King,  and  it  was  natural 
therefore  that  durihg  the  minority  of  the  infimt,  he  should 
act- as  King;  and  it  appeared  that  by  applying  the  whol6 
law  of  treason  to  his  person,  the  Parliament  had  consider^ 
him  as  King.  (Hear !  hear !)  The  Government  of  Philip 
might  besides  have  lasted  for  a  very  lone;  time,  and  in  sucA 
a  CBse  there  might  be  many  arguments  to  alter  his  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  degree  of  restriction,  or  possibly  might 
occasion  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  whether  there  should  be  any 
restrictions  at  all.  In  the  Oouhcil  of  Regency,  in  th^ 
time  of  Queen  An4e,  thete  was  a  limitation  as  t0 
4he  power  of  giving  assent  to  certain  specific  Acts,  which 
was  sufficient  to  shew  that  some  restrictions  ought  to 
Vol.  I.— 1811.  3C 
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be  impofied.    At^thedadi  of  Anne,  no  peHqi  bad  been 
^inade  till  the  arrival  of  George  the  iHnKt,  beoaiue  k  wm 
thought  that  DO  power  to  create  them  had.  been  giveoi  aad 
wbysboald  a  temporary  restriction  in  this  lespect  be  now 
ol^eoled  to  ?  '  He  remembered  what  bad  pamea  in  the  dia* 
cussion  of  1788,  having  been  in  the  HouBe»  though  not  i«ini«- 
Jarly ;  and  he  defied  apy  one  to  shew  him  an  instance  wmsie 
ainne  limitation  bad  not  been  imposed  on  the  Regent^  either 
by  the  King  or  by  Parliament    The  noble  Ibra  opposite 
(rorchester)  had  made  a  distinction  b^ween  an  Heir«Ap» 
paient  of  full  age  and  a  presumptive  beiri  or  an  infiint ;  and 
ne  (Mr.  Yorke)  allowed^  that  there  might  be  a  diffinence  of 
expediency  as  to  the  restrictions  to  be  imposed ;  but  thenc 
was  no  instance  of  a  guardian  to  an  Heir  Apparent,  down  to 
the  reign  of  Geo^tf  e  the  First)  without  restrictions^-*and  why 
should  they  now  do  more  than  the  King  himseifi  if  he  were 
to  leave  the  kingdom  for  a  short  time,  would  choose  to  do  ?  ' 
The  power  of  the  House,  as  had  been  justly  observed,  wa» 
Hmited  by  the  necessity  of  the  cose,  and  they  therefore  had 
not  the  right  to  separate  from  the  monarchy  any  more  of 
the  Regal  authority  than  was  absolutdy  neccsaary  to  carry 
on  the  government  for  a  short  time.    Was  it  thenneoea- 
sary,  wittiin  a  short  period  of  time,  to  create  peers  ?    It  had 
been  said  bv  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  whatever 
powers  of  tb^  Cro^m  were  not  necessary  to  the  conducting  of 
thegovernmentoughttobeabolished.  Inthathedid  notagiee: 
be  considered  the  constttutional  powers  of  the  Crown  as  a 
venerable  gothic  structure;  and  when  he  looked  ut  its  flowers 
and  ornaments,  the  only  qpestion  with  him  was,  whether  they 
were  hurtful ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  the  column^  tw 
mouldings,  and  the  ornaments  ought  to  be  tidcenaway  because 
every  gazer  below  might  not  be  aware  of  their  utilify.    He, 
therefore,  denied  the  principle,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
deprive  the  Crown  of  whatever  powers  were  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  tbeexecution  of  tbeduties  of  theOffice.  Itwasclearly 
not  essential  Uiat  the  power  of  creating  peers  should  be  in 
continual  exercise,  and  ii^by,  therefore,  should  it  be  given  to 
the  Regent  ? — Why  should  the  King  be  deprived  of  more 
authoritjr  than  mignt  be  wanted  to  conduct  the  government 
during  his  temporary  incapacity  ? — for  he  had  Uie  evidence 
of  the  physicians  to  warrant  him  in  affirming,  that  in  all 
'probability  his  indisposition  would  i|pt  be  of  long  dumtiou. 
As  the  Regency  then  could  not  be  supposed  to  last  loog^ 
and  as  no  material  injury  would  result  troma  short  suspen* 
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'  rfon  of  the  power  pf  cMiHn^  pebrs,  ivhy  should  the  Regent 

•  be  entrusted  With  ^at  power  ?    He  maintained,  that  oii  the ' 

ooostitutioiial  prtnciple^iis  well  as  from  other  considentions, 

the  rtttrictioi»  wete  proper  and  neceasary^and  in  conformity 

Hrlth  the  best  tiew  of  all  the  precedents. 

'  He  then  came  to  tlie  Resdlntton  rcspectingthe  Household^ 

upon  which  he  wished  to  say  a  wora  or  two  before  he  ss^t 

.  down ;  and  he  contended  ttiat  it  was  better,  with  re^rd  to 

this  point  also^  to  act  upon  the  precedent  of  1788.    He  sfitl 

lilfeiied  to  the  fitct,  that  the  King's  indisposition  would  pro- 

M)Iy  be  of  ^hort  oontinuaijlce  s  and  that  a  R^nt 'Would 

not  be  wanted  for  any  long  time.     If  it  were  to  be  of  long 

duration,  then  perhaps  he  might  be  of  opinion,  that  not 

only  the  power,  i>ut  much  of  the  splendour  of  royalty  should ' 

be  aittached  to  the  Regent. .  But  why  should  the  Prince  Re- 

Eat,  holding  the  situation  for  a  short  time,  have  the  House^' 
Id,  any  more  than  George  the  Second,  then  Prince  of 

.  Wales,  administertng  the  government  for  six  months,  in  the^ 
libsence  of  Geoi^  the  Firsts  on  the  Continent  P-^Tbe  differ- 
ence between  the  two  cases  was,  that  in  that  instance 
there  was  a  temporary  personal  absence,  and  here  a 
tanporary  mental  absence.  Rather  than  separate  the 
Household  fai  the  manner  proposed,  he  declared,  he  would 
foefer  having  no  Res6lution  at  all  on.  the  subject ;  because  if 
there  should  be  lio  Resolution,  he  could  not  conceive  that  the 
Regent  pro  tempore  wonld  think  himself  authorised  to  in- 
lerlere  with  the  King*s  Household.    If  the  House  should 

^  ^Hgiee  to  th|s  plan  of  separation,  he  was  convince  they 
wodd  find'fflucfa  more  difficulty  in  the  detaib  than  they 
itfxe  at  all  aware  of.    Though  he  was  not  much  con- 

^  venant  with  the  Household,  he  knew  sufficient  to  convince 
him,  that  they  would  have  a  most  difficult  task  to  perform ; 
and  that  they  woiild  ifot  be  able  to  perform  it  at  last.  It 
was  infinitely  better^  in  his  opinion,  to  leave  thejvhole  with. 
theQueen'ftr  a  short  period.  ,  He  did  not  see  why  Ibe  Re-, 
gent  should  have  niore  authority  over  the  Household  than 
George  the  Second  had  in-  the  absence  of  George  the  First, 
considering  the  short  period  that  the  Regency  was  likely  to 
continue  ;  and  aft  a  future  period  that  power  might  be  in- 
creased, if 'that  should  happen  which  he  abhorred  to  think 
of.  But  he  did  not  see  why  the  attendance  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Household  on  the  Rqgent  should  be  necessary  during  the 
shortr  period  that  he  was  to  administer  the  government.  He 
adiniitted  there  was  weight  in  the  argumentls  on  the  other 


8|de }  ^  tb^  COQid  take  no  coone  tbtt  was  not  atteoded. 
with  iaeoQveiiiq|ice>-4liey  had  but  a  cboiet  dt  difficulties 
and  the  only  queBtiqa  was,  whidicpunewa«  the.  bait*  He 
WB9  decidedly  of  c^inion^  tb^t  for  the  4b(»t  period  pnajqaed 
it  would  be  in  every  poiat  of  view  moie  id^frntaigmM  to 
confide  tbewholeof  IheHoo^eboId  to  tb^  Qwepr  togalber 
with  the  custody  of  bis  Majesty's  persoQ* 

Mr.  Charki  Wynm  ihotighi  it  higUy  oieditable  to  the 
judgmffit  of  tbe  right  bonoimble  gaBUemaa  who  upoke  las^ 
th^t  bp  had  uot  followed  the  exam[^  of  bis  ^oUaiguea  s  iwi 
bad  refravied  ffOm  arguing  npo^  tbi#  wbj^l,  by  au  appeal  to 
thefeeliBgs  of  the  House.  It  wiisdeeply  to.  be«egfetted  thali  tbo 
quept|QB  pf  feeing  had  at  aM  been  bioogbt  lorpaid  iwt  a  tiiuf 
a|Ad  on  an  o^iji^n  90  much  caloul^Aed  to  g|?uttie»  fediini 
nme  than  tbeir  due  weight.  They  ought  nlber  tasMw 
a  co¥enput  with  tliemaelves^  that  thejjr  fi»UnM  should  not  ba 
permitted  to  Qverpower  tbeir  reason.  Tq^  bad  indeed 
duties  to  perforip  to  the  Mooarcfa,  but  they-  ought  iiot  to 
Ipfie  s%bt  of  those  of  a  bibber  natiof^-tbeir  duties  to  the 
MqAa^jff  aqd  the  Constitutioo,  whicb  lequipsd  that  tbc^ 

Eweis  of  tb^  Crown  should  uut  be  sepw^ted  fiMuu  the 
(ecutiv?  gOFemment.  i|i  the  admirable  sfi^ecb  of  bia 
booourable  and  leatned  friend  (Mr*  Leach)  it  b^d  hem 
moved  that  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  had  never  boon  iu 
alx^'HOce)  but  had  always  been  lod^  in  the  b^uds  of  a 
greater  or  smallenninifa^r.  Adii^^w  to  tbaxeasoniii^  of 
the  noble  kcd  under  the  gallery  (Gastleici^phX  ^f^  napKfr 
to  the  preation  of  only  one  peer  in  the  ssuiorifey  of  Henry 
tbe  Siith,  and  that  by  act  of  pairlianenty  be  obiqnn)  that 
tills  w^a  mode  of  creating  peers,  resorted  to  on  pasticidai 
oocai^ionH  even  when  the  King  wis  of  affe^  and  in  full  pes?  v 
session  of  bis  authori^ ;  sjkI  twenty  years  afterwaida  tbegr 
would  find  the  same  Sir  John  Cornwall  admoced  toanothes 
peeiiag^i  nfider  the  title  of  Baron  Milboumet  after  the  miir 
nority  of  tbS  King  bad  expiied,  wd  that  too  bv  act  of  par^ 
liament  He  desiied  the  noUe  k^pd  /to  asfc  ih^  DirfKo  of 
Somerset^  the  fiui  of  Hevefordy  and  othnvs,  hj  wiiat  titka 
tbevsatintbeHooseofLon^iind  he  would  find  thattbqr 
bad  been  cpn&ried  during  minorities^  With  rapeet  to  tho 
appointment  of  Philip  to.  eacercjse  the  office  of  Remnty 
with  full  authoiitjr  of  the  Crown  during  the  minorit v  ei  thd 
heir expepted  by  b|8>inarp^ge  with  Queen  Marj»  be  oos^pn^ 
that  his  power  was  not  tq  coinmenoe  till  the4eatbof  t^ 
Queen,  then  supposed  tp  he  iiritfi  child,  aiid  not  .ircry  fi^ 


^vmceil  i^  life-    The  ofne  wqs  in  n^Utjr  Kk^  ike  ijreMiti 
liis  Regency  might  be  very  long,  and  |t  might  pcmUy  bo 

Vj^^  iroqi  9$awtim  to  certain  spoc^  (K^tti  but  ikii  wat 
i|0  j«i»6Dp  ^J!ilb6yftfii9iild  bed^prn^of  tbogooeiia  poilBii 
of  tha  Crqwp*  Tb^  arg«aM»t  of  the  right  boo.  gmU^ 
ipan  (Mr.  -Yoilie)  vith  ica^rd  to  a  Ga«i4iaa:of  the  Bealm^ 
qs  m  tbeisiw  qf  George  the  Sfecood,  in  the  ab«e«oeaf  Ge^ip^ 
tlia  Fifoti  >w  «Q«iew)iat  cmipiis.  He  oiked  wh;^  leslrMH 
tioi^f^f^itkl  Dot  now  be  imposed^  ii^  well  as  ia  that  instaiiODi 
TIi^  eight  b^fHiwb^  gentleBAtn  forgpt  f»e  briiidg  eireote^ 
sU^^,  whifik,,  Yffvh  that  in  that  case  the  King  btuiflelf  wn 
paijfactly:  cf^pabiff.of  exmciiing  theffiafitippsoTgovemineni  ; 
tMit,  tite  delay.  i«  d»tii|g  a  peerage  ooaVd  have  beoo  an 
mf^  tbw  U»e  Xifm  wbioh  must  etepae  i»  sending  an  tstpmm 
In  IMqov^^  .  Ja  th^  iqKt4n«e  .the  Kinjg  ia  #e«4ity  W4'  iiidgr 
i|t  ^  jtrifliag  difitaoQ^  jQropa  ivhiph  be  might  eMiy  in  a  wnf 
&bort  tUi^i  GoiamiuiiiT^te  bi^  intftructioQit  TtM»  right  benowN 
^>I«:gmUwAP>m^  asw^l  have  firgued  fcom  the  ciiH 
qu^f^taaq?  of  the  X^oid  Jliiealieiiaat  of  ioSand  not  bavjag  the 
PQW^f  tp.cresit^  P99l^  ^without  iostrnctioiis  (90m  hondmii 
George,  thfs  Secpn^  yf^*  liH^  the  Lord  Lieutenaiity  guidedl 
bg  imvu^moMw^^hi^  Mi|j#ty,  a  sitaattoa  totally  diftraM 
iis99l  that  ia  fiUkh  they  at  present  steod*  If  imychango 
yfm  to  be  w^le  in  th^  Hpuseboldy  or  any  iiaporlaQt:  %Bi  of 
gAVern«|ieot  to  be  .pqrfoniied>  the  Guardian  «ecit  a  viewiga 
to  HwoveT)  and  ura^gui^ied  by  the  instraotions  of  Uie'King* 
With,  Impact  to  the  aigomeot,  that  the  power  of  cfeatb^ 
pew  might  well  be  dispensed  with  by  the  w^gsi^  for  a  eborfe 
Um^  bew^^  no  pec^  eiKoeft  naval  a«d  military  oft<:cia  bid 
b^«p  cr^t^  darpg  the  fo^t  fowr  Ye9ir8--4bif  «rglU9Ml 
n^Hld.  go  to  d^pcive  the.  B^jetit  of  tw  power  of  wakja^ 
Pfsape  ;  for  .no  pelipe.  had  b^  nwode  daring  the  la^t  font 
yesMPSn  Bfit,  be^  th^  imvai  apd  militai^  offioen  ecelded 
Ifp^,  lord  M^oeff  hftd  boBfi  orated  a  peer  for  the  purpoee 
of  fi^duDg.lm  to  IraV^.aft  ChanceUor-r^aad  one  who  waa 
a  $cotob  "peer  bad.  been  eeeatec)  en  English  baron*  Snppo^ 
«Ag^Ulfiae%e»  that  th^  Regent  n^ight  not  find  it  convenient 
to.  .ohMse  fiv  CbanceUo|,  l4>rd  Eldoa,  (iord  £fBkine»  or  Loid 
Be^k<qajt<?y  md  wwb^  to  appoint  the  right  bonourabte 
gqprttanw  €4pfposite.  (Mr.  Perceval),  would  it  not  be-  ex* 
tmifily  bard  pot  to  Mve  it  in  bt$  power  to  create  the  Chaihi 
cellor  a  peer ;  bat  that  the  chief  law  authority  most  eit 
0|Ute>  without  the  liberty  to  d^cpd  his  own  measures— espe* 


3BS  T&>  FAttXAMSNTAEY  BSCIfTBR.  fcoM. 

cMly  OS  flie  next  would  not,  peAapi,  be  almost  cnttreija 
CabmeC  of  Barrisleis? 

•  The  system  of  limitation,  if  once  acted  on,  might  be  carried 
|»  Ihtp  most  dangerous,  length.  Next  sessbii  m  Farliament, 
Mid  after  the  expiry  of  the  yeolrto  which  gentlemen  fought 
at  present  to  ext<md  it,  they  might  again  come  to  the  Houie, 
ana  (ell  them  that  hitherto  no  inoontfenienoe  had  arisen  from 
the  linntation  of  the  right  of  granting  phces;  pensions  imd 
peeiBges,  aod^  therefore,  that  the  mtnction  ougnt  to  be  still 
fiUber  continaed.  The  Romit  miffht  say  be  wished  to  ap- 
point another  person  Lord  uhancemr ;  but  still  gentlemen 
might  answer,  we  see  no  inconvenience  that  can  result  from 
the' continuance  of  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  in  office. 
lar  the  reign  of'  George  I.  the  HoMe  of  Lords  were  pleased 
to  Tcqucst  of  that  Monarch  to  abstain  ftom  making  any  mors 
irfon  ;  that'  Hotose,  however,  which  had  at  all  times  stood 
HKTHvaid  in  defence  of  the  ConstituCioa,  interposed  and  saved 
the  other  branch  of  the  L^islature  from  bu<^  an  act  of  po- 
Mlieal  sUidde.  It  w6s  impossible  to  say,  if  once  tohsrafed, 
to' what  a  dangerous  extreme  such  a  system  might  be  car* 
lied.  Till  the  present  moment  tb^  ^ecotive  nad  alwltys 
ken  considered  the  judge  on  whoi9  the  gmnt  of  the  peerage 
ihoutd  be  coftfen^,  ara  to  what  esrtent  that  prerogative 
o^ght  to  be  exercised.  It  had  never  once  been  thought  that 
it' ought  to' be  confined  to  naval  and  military  charactere 
alane ;  nor  had  he  been  aware  till  now,  that  there  had  not 
ezist^  men  in  (he  Civil  Departments  of  the  State  who  had 
as  justly  merited  the  honours  of  the  peere^  as  any  naval  or 
militai^  commander  wha(ever.  The  services  of  Lords  Bur- 
leigh, ^Somers,  or  Clarendon,  he  bad  always  understood,  re* 
iected  as  much  honour  on  the  present  possessors  of  the 
honours  of  those  noble  families,  as  those  even  <^  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  did  on  the  representative  of  that  great  general. 
And,  in  more  modem  times,  the  honours  cmifened  on  Lords 
Hardwicke,  Chatham,  Sec.  were,  to  his  mmd,  equaify  weH 
merited  as  the  honours  conferred  on  any  of  our  most  ode* 
brated  officers  either  in  the  Army  or  the  Navy.  Were  we 
then  now,  for  the  first  time,  to  lie  driven  to  make  thisinvi* 
dioufc  distinction  ?  Tlie  next  time  gentlemen  came  to*  the 
Honse  calling  on  them  for  limitations,  they  might  go  the 
length  of  asking,  that  the  right  of  granting  peerages  should 
be  conferred  only  on  an  address  from  both  Houses  of  Part!a«> 
ment,  and  from  the  Regent  such  a  limitation  might  in  time 
be  /extended  ^o  (he  King.    It  was  a  painful  subject  to  dwdl 
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Ml  what  were  the  hofveii  and  feanw  to  his  Blajes^'s  leeo- 
Wjr,  Btttereo  if  it  could  be  cafcajatod  that  Us  Majesty's 
IndispositkNi  might  not  eicceed  the  term  of  six  week^  stilt 
he  cwM  not  tt^nk  it  safe  thatthe  RojFal  pierogativeehould, 
lo  any  extent.  lemaia  siispended  for  that  period ;  or  that 
.  the  country  should  be  accustomed  to  see  it  in  any  other  than 
1^  full  and  eotira  state  of  activity.  He  could  noi  conceive 
that  it  could  be  any  thing  else  than  gmtifying  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty,  on  his  recovervy  to  see  that  his  prerogative  had  been 
pramrved  entire^  and  had  been  exercised  by  his  Son  in  t^ 
name  of  the  Father.  His  Majestji  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
be  satisfied  that  the  House,  in  deky^ing  the  trust  to  his  Son, 
had  coiiscientiously  discharged  their. duty.  In  delivetiD^ 
his  i^piaion  on  this  sul]gect,  it  made  no  difference  tolhis 
ssind,  whether  the  king  on  the  throne  was  Charles  II*  or 
WiUUm  UL — whether  be  was  a  pattern  of  profligacy  ,or 
of  virtue.  The  prerogative  was  intanded  to  be  used  for  the 
poblic  good9ana  to  beloqg  to  those  on  whom  the  trast  de- 
volved. On  these  gronmls  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
whole  R^gal  authorityi  fall  and  undivided^  wist  go  to  the 

mr»  Seertlary  Ryder  said,  however  little  he  could  expect 
that  any  thing  he  might  say  should  have*  ai^  weight  with 
the  House,  he  certainly  did  expect  that  it  should  have  some 
little  effect  with  the  right  hon.  gentleipan  who  spoke  last, 
becajise  the  principles  which  he  (Mr.  Ryder)  must  now.  sup- 
port, were  the  broad  and  constitutional  principles  of  a  noble 
relatidtl  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  s  (Lord  Gren- 
ville),  and  wer^  drown  from  a  speech  of  that  noble  bid*s, 
made  by  him  in  that  House  in  the  year  1788,  to  the  pri«<> 
ciples  laid  down  in  which  speech  that  noble  lord  stiU  ad* 
hered,  after  having  liad  twenty-two  years  to  weieh  and  di^t 
them.  As  to  the  speech  of  an  hon.  and  learnedfriend  of  his 
(Mr.  Leach),  to  wnich  so  many  allusions  had  been  made  in 
the  course  of  the  debate^  and  which  from  the  depth  of  re* 
search  for  which  it  was  distinguished,,  and  the  great  variety 
of  precedents  detailed  in  it,  was  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect ;  giving  to  the  speech  of  that  honourable  and  learned 
gcntleoiaa  every  d^ree  of  credit  which  was  due  to  it,  he 
could  only  say,  if  it  had  not  received  an  a^wer  from  that 
side  of  the  House^it  was  not  because  the  speech  of  the  ho- 
nourable and  learned  gentleman  was,  as  it  had  been.saidj  ua- 
answecable,  but  because  the  principles  laid  down,  and  argu- 
ments niadc  use  of  ifi  tlie  speech^  the  noble  lprd|  ^ad  al- 


^MttAy  anlm^red  tberd.  Tte  lionoliiMie  atpct  learf^ed  gentle 
man  (Mr.  Lea^)  began  by  sajin^,  ihki  hed^Asd  any  g«A- 
ttemati  In  that  Mou^  to  point  dot  an  ihslanc^  wb6t«  ihey 
•had  detegatad  the  Royal  Anthofity  ill  €ny  VMpN;^^  andAad 
itnposed  any  limUs  on  theeseroisebf  it.  But  Imw  dkl  tte 
honourable  and  ka^ed  g^nttetnaM  malce'  ont  HtH  propo^- 
aition  ?  by  shewing  that  ^rben  ik^y  del^tM  the  ^yal  Ait^ 
tbority  to  a  ilegehf,  th^y  appointed  n{s(^  it  council^  to^om 
Jointly  with  the  Regent,  the  unlimited  exercise  of  th^  prero- 
gitit^-wad  ootatnitled ;  and  ffoth  then6c(  th^hononrMle utid 
learned  gentkraan  argued  that  the  power  of  the  Crown  had 
•IMl been  abridged.  He  would  be  glad,  however »  to  know 
tirbere  wHs  the  diAmnce  between  giring  the  whole  power  to 
a  Ile^t>  and  to  a  eooneil,  irilhout  whose  author!^  He 
0onld  not  me  that  power,  nnd  gi\4ng  him  only  part  ^thie 
power,  which  ht  waft  ^t  liberty  to  use  at  his  own  pleniitrey 
subject  to  ho  controul  irhaterer  I  Was  that  not  eqnalfy  a 
breach  of  the  Conntitntion,  if  if  was  uneonstitiitionai  fo 
Abridge  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Pierogatire  ?  ConM  it  be 
kw  a  Kreaeh  of  4he  Constitution,  to  be^ow  the  whole  lloyal 
Prerogative  with  the  reservation  of  a  consent  without  Wbich'.. 
it  could  itot  be  exercised  in  any  respect  whatever,  than  to 
limit  the  exttcis6  of  it  only  in  part  I  Did  not  all  the  Phf- 
liaments  in  M  the  instances  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
•and  learned  gmtteman,  in  the  appointment  of  Regents  with 
councils,  without  whose  consent  they  could  not  act,  main- 
tain this,  which  was  nil  that  was  now  maintained  by  those 
who  proposed  Hht  ptiesent  limitntions  ?  £ven  in  the  best  of 
tiaifis,  WMn  the  Act  of  Succession  was  passed,  the  govern- 
ment was  confided  to  a  Regent  and  perman^t  council ;  not 
^only  so,  but  there  yere  even  particular  acts  which  both  Bxi- 
gent  and  Council  united  could  not  do. 

Tlie  riglit  honoumble  Secretary  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  they  were  called  on  to  beware  of  imposing  any  limita- 
tions on  the  Executive  pHOwer^  lest  thev  should  gi^  a  handle 
to  the  discontented  to  insinuate  that  if  they  might  bedispensed 
with  now  for  a  time,  they  might  be  dispensed  with  wholl  vand. 
for  ever.  He  was  more  afraid,  however,  if  they  should  now 
depart  from  the  line  of  proceeding  adopted  in  the  year 
1788,  that  they  might  seem  to  abandon  tiieir  duty  to  the 
best  of  Kings,  and  to  be  courting  the  rising  sun.  (f  they 
did  so,  how  should  they  answer  to  their  constituents  i  They 
were  now  performing  a  duty  wliich  it  was  not  calculated  on, ' 
at  th0  period  df  their  being  utumed  to  Parliametrt,  ttey 
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woukl  b95re  to iiiidhav^.  Thi^mode of  procee^i? ia  the 
year  of  1788,  bgd  «A  the  Ufl9e^  and  ever  ^iooef  i^Q^rod  tfac^ 
apptotmtion  of  p^rsaoa  of  eydry  description  io  iipa  eouAti^; 
ano  ki^  Qii^ht  a^fisfil*  witbout  the, fear  of  contia4ictip»,  Ik^fr 
of  all  Ike  aots  of  ik^jk  great  «q^,  to  ^hom  retmnoe  had 
httea.  sQ  often  made  (Mr.  PUtK  ^era  vas  9P»»  m^hioh  baA 
Bendeiedi  hiim  so  dea«  to  the  hi^its  of  ike  countr^r  a  Wgo,  aa 
ike  Aland  he  made  in  the  year  178B  ia  behalf  of  Iho  figbte 
olahekKVfdSoveroigii.  He  aaked>  was  there  any  .reaeon  ia 
attppoaothattha  piMiohad  ohaaged  their  opkdph  or,  Ihq 
eabject  of  tbcf  measiuee  then  adopted,  ov  that  Ihej  ware  not  aa 
ii(^ou6  now  IB  their  aJSeetion  to  bis  Mejdsiy  as  they  thea 
veie  ?  If  ilie  House  knew  thf*n  the  eaxioiv»  solicUude  wUcb* 
pervaded  the  public  mind  to  have  their  be^ovofi  Mooard^ 
wee  oioie  restored  to  Ibem,  was  that  House  aol^  to  take  care 
Ibat  tb^  did  not  onait  aay  measure  which  couhl  posiiblyi 
ptoinote  or  acocleiate  thisi  happy  event  ?    - 

Mr.  Or0tlau  did  not  think  that  the  light  hoaoarable  So* 
eretary,  in  arguing  the  efiect  of  the  prec^lents  as  to  the  a^ 
pointment  of  Regents  with  perfna,nent  councils,  had  placa^ 
the  matter  on  fair  grounds.  It  was  not  what*  were  thq 
powers  bestowed  in  diffineot  eases  of  regency,  which  was  so 
mueh  to  be  oonsiderad,  and  dn  which  the  argument  of  the 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Leach)  rested,  aa  thai  the  pren^* 
live  had  never  on  any  occasion  been  put  in  a  state  of  sas« 
pense.  What  the  Kegent  ha^  noi^  was  stiU  in  exisle^cf^ 
and  the  people  bad  the  benefit  of  it.  It  was  unsatisfiiGloiy 
to  say^  that  the  House  was  not  here  to  give  the  ualimilad 
JSxectttive  Powt^  to  the  pesaoii  of  tlie  Regent,  because  on 
all  occaaioaa  this  power  had  not  been  given  to  the  Regans, 
himself,  but  to  the  Regent  and  his  Council.  The  point  to 
be  considered  was,  ou^t  not  the  Eicecutivje  Power  to  exist 
in  the  person  of  a  solo  ile^ent,  when  a  sole  Regent  was  ap- 
pointed, as  well  aa  when  it  had-  on  fosmer  occasioos  hsen 
distributed  among  a  numbef  of  diffeiest  penons  ?  It  was 
fox  gentkiueB  wlio  contended  that  the  prerc^ative  cmght  to 
be  limited  in  the  person  of  the  R^:ent,  to  prove  that  the 
power  might  be  withheld  safely.  Did  they  thipk  that  the 
prerogative  wqs  not  now  necessary  in  this  time  of  danger  to 
the  country  ?  They  said,  indeed,  that  the  time  to  which  it 
was  proposed  the  limitation  should  extend,  was  short.  |iow 
did  they  know,  however,  that  it  would  be  short  ?  The 
time  they  have  ascertaiked  for  its  existence  is  a  year.  Will 
j^rance  wait  for  aycsirP    Will  America  wait  for  a  year? 

Vol.  I.— 1811.  S  D  , 
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If  tbey  cannot  postpone  the  activity  of  the  Enemy, .  they 
should  not  postpone  the  vigour  of  the  pterogative.  If  they 
lestiain  the  prerogative,  they  must  shew  that  it  is  not  ne« 
cessary  that  it  should  exist,  for  the  space  of  one  year, 'in. 
time  of  war.  Why  did  gentlemen  make  it  a  question  if 
the  prerogative  mignt  be  dispensed  with  for  one  year  ?  Was 
not  this  opening  tbe  door  to  have  it  questioned  whether  it 
might  not  be  dispensed  with  entirely?  He  was  clearlvof 
opinion  that  the  Regent  should  here  be  possessed  of  the  whole 

Eiwer  of  the  Executive,  in  the  name  of  the  King.  The  two 
onses  were  call^  on  to  create  a  competency  for  a  deficiency 
which  was  found  toexist.  Theymustcreatewhatwasnecessary 
to  save  the  country.    Let  the  House  recollect  tliat  it  was 

Frpposed  to  deprive  the  Regent  of  the  great  power  of  the 
'lerontlve  in  that  very  year  in  which  it  might  be  neoessaiy 
to  fight  ibr  the  preservation  of  England.  Gentlemen  who 
desired  the  House  to  concur  with  them  in  this  restriction, 
were  not  entitled  to  call  on  those  who  stood  up  for  the  Pre- 
rogative to  prove  that  it  was  necessary-^it  lay  on  them  to 
prove  the  contrary.  They  were  bound  to  shew  that  those 
powers  with  which  the  antient  kings  of  England  were  in- 
Tested  for  the  safetv  of  the  state,  were  not  now  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  tne  realm,  but  thtft  they  might  with  safety 
be  suspended,  even  during  a  period  of  nanger.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval),  however,  chose  himself  to  give 
up  part  of  what  he  originally  contended  for,  and  to  make 
an  exception  from  his  own  rule,  by  .exempting  military  and 
naval  omcers  from  the  scope  of  the  limitation ;  the  exoep-  * 
tion,  however,  destroyed  the  rule.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  admitted  that  there  might  be  an  inconvenience  in 
extending  the  rule  to  the  cases  of  naval  and  military  officers ; 
but  he  would  ask  him  how  he  could  prove  that  a  similar  in* 
convenience  did  not  extend  to  other  orders  of  tiie  State  as 
well  as  to  the  Army  and  Navy  ?  The  exception  destroyed  the 
rule.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  deducted  so 
much  from  it,  and  all  that  remained  for  the  House  was  to 
deduct  the  remainder.  The  House  was  now  called  on  to 
make  an  experiment^  how  much  of  the  Royal  power  might 
be  taken  away;  how  much  of  it  might  be  spared  without 
destroying  the  country.  They  were  now  to  try  with  how 
little,  rather  than  with  how  much  vigour  the  Executive  go- 
vernment might  be  carried  on,  so  as  just  to  prevent  the 
•  country  from  being  totally  overthrown.  Would  the  right 
llQOOunble  gentieman,  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  be 
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responsible  in  their  own  persons,  at  sach  a  time  as  the  pre- ' 
sent,  for  taking  away  so  great  and  important  a  part  of  the 
Executive  power  i  If  the  Regent  was  to  have  no  power  of 
j^nting  peerages,  pensions,  or  places,  while  a  reversionary 
interest  had  been  secured  to  the  present  ministers  of  the 
Crown,  was  not  this  greatly  weakenm^  the  hands  of  the  go- 
Temment?  If  the  ministers  of  the  mfirm  King  were  not 
abo  the  ministers  of  the  R^nt,  would  not  this  throw  the 
power  with  which  ^vemment  ought  to  be  armed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Opposition  ?  He  would^  ask  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman,,  was  it  proper  that  at  such  a  period  as  the 
present,  when  the  country  ^as  threa^ned  with  danger  from 
every  hand,  there  should  be  a  weak  Government  and  a 
strong  Opposition; — ^nay,  that  the  Government  should  be 
rendered  weak,  and  the  Opposition  strong— by  act  of  Par* 
liament?  (Hear!  hear!) 

If  the  House  conferred  on  the  Regent  one  power  and 
withheld  another,  they  gave  a  new  face  and  complexion  to 
the  Sovereign  Authoritv — it  was  no  longer  in  thq  bands  of 
the  Rqgeni  what  the  Constitution  prescribed  it  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Executivei  Magistrate.     It  was  to 
alter  the  original  principles  of  the  government — ^to  separate ' 
the  authority— to  discharge  the  more  arduous  and  important 
duties  of  the  kingly  office-^the  administration  of  foreign 
afiairs— and  of  justice  at  home,  from  those  functions  which 
formed  its  grace  and  amiability,  and  which  were  not  less 
the  objects  of  affection  than  the  instruments  of  power.     He 
asked,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  if  it  was  sate  to  do  this 
under  the  present  circumstances,  now  that  the  nation  was 
at  war,  and  universally  confessed  to  be  in  imminent  danger, 
and  if  it  was  safe  to  do  so,  was  it  also  necessary  ? — Was  it 
necessary  to  facilitate  his  Majesty*s  restoration  to  power 
when  he  should  recover,  as  he  (Mr.  G.)  hoped  he  spe^ily 
might  ? — Would  the  authority  to  grant  peerages  in  any 
imaginable  manner  during  the  king's  illness  tend  to  obstruct 
his,  resumpibn  of  the  Roval  functions  ?    He  concurred  fully 
in  the  opinion  that  the  Queen  should  have  the  custody  of 
his  Majesty's  person  during  his  indisposition,  and  thought 
likewise,  that  the  first  moment  of  restored  health  should  be 
the  moment  of  restored  sovereignty.     As  soon  as  the  dawn 
of  reason  should  re-appear,  be  wished  to  see  the  Monarch 
re-invested  with  all  the  powers  and  attributes  of  royalty. 
6ut  wheh  it^vas  stated,  tfiat  (lif&culties  might  be  interposed 
if  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  were  not  in  the  mean  time 


^u4)co<lea,  "hfe  could  not  avoid  saying,  Ihftt  if  life  fednfceivefl 
It  possibte  tlrat  k  Rcfjcnt  could  be  so  lost  tb  llw  dij^niiy  and 
*flie  duties  bfhfs  station,  as  to  convtert  his  pbW^r  to  such  ft 
Jhrpose,  hfe  could  hardly  believe  that  any  men  wWnH  be 
fetirtd  daring^ttioufeh  to  adVisfe  a  proceeding  bf  that  natnte. 
(Hehr  f  Art/r  \)  Hfc  could  not  oelievc  llrnt  ahy  members 
iSf  either  House'of  Parliament  wcffe  capable  of  forming  such 
a  consptrJicy.  (Hear  !  hear!)  If  prerogatives  of  one  de^ 
'«cti(ytTon  T^ere  fentrosted  to  the  Rfegerit,  it  appeared  to  bioi 
libsurd  to  tfithhold  Others.  If  he  were  a  fit  pcrsmi  to  be  in- 
Ve4t6d  with  tht  pot^^  of  ttiaking  peace  or  w,dr— of  adhiJniss- 
terihg  the  laws^— of  inflicting  'panishments-»*how  could  it 
be  A\A  that  he  %as  an  improper  person  to  txercise  the  re- 
ifaaining  functibns  bf  government  ?  If  they  qualified  him 
In  one  way,  Why  incapacitate  him  in  another?  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  Prince,  without  any  evil  design,  niight  create 
inch  an  additional  number  of  peers,  as'  might  materially 
ktrtogthen  the  party  in  opposition  to  the  future  ministers  of 
his  Majesty ;  and  refetehce  had  been  made  to  the  instance 
in  Qoeien  Anne*s  reign,  and  to  the  Administration  tlmt  prt- 
fccded  the  present,  as  shewing  that  a  number  of  peers  might 
be  crtat^i  in  1i  Very  s^hort  time.  To  his  judgmt^nt  it  ftp 
pearcd,  that  a  t6futation  of  this  argument  ttvight  be  drawn 
from  Ihe^xa'mples  adduced  in  tfs  support.  Had  the  dpera- 
tions  of  Government  been  at  either  of  thoseperiods  iThpt^ded 
or  ^mban'assed,  in  consequence  of  those  instances  ?  And  if 
th^y  bad  been,  would  not  the  mrschtef  and  the  tfcinger  be  as 
^hL^Bis  if  a  similar  ejtercise  of  the  prerogative  had  hiip- 
pefled  und6r  a  Kcgcht  ?  (Hear  !  hear.)  If  the  prerogative 
was  One  time  liable  to  abuse,  it  -tvas  equally  so  at  all  times  ; 
fthd  it  was  feir  to  argue  from  the  abuse  to  the  correction, 
but  certainly  not  from  the  use  to  the  abu^e.  (  T/darl  hear  !> 
He  ^ould,  therefore,  cheerfully  agree  to  the  proposition, 
that  a  pow^r  that  inight  be  us^  for  unconstitutional  pur- 
po^  might  be  properly  corrected  or  abridged  ;  but  this  was 
^tremely  differeiit  frOm  permitting  its  full  Operation,  antl 
suspending  it  occasi6*nAlly  altogether. 

He  Was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  influence  of  the 
Croivn  ought,  tateh  generally,  rather  to  be  diminished  Ihan 
Jncfdased;  yet  h"e  was  averse  to  a  curtailment  of  any  part 
df  the  tiecessftry  aAtlioilty  of  the  Executive  at  ^hc  present 
period.  Yet  what  "was  It  proposed  to  do  ?  If  the  house- 
hold were  withhdd  from  the  llegent,  he  was  ndttaerely  de- 
prltud  of  a  Ccrtafn*p6rtlbnbfinfli(ence,but  this  influeiiefe 
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•was  thrown  into  anothet  scale,  A  new  polhical  power  ^ds 
erected,  which  mighft  kecfp  np  n  continued  cdufsc  of  Tivaliy 
and  contest,  'Whibh  migbt  give  us  two  Regents  instead  of  one, 
a  'R^ettt  of  Admhiistmtion,  ahfl  a  Regent  of  Opposition. — 
(Jffearl  kearl  hearl)  He  begged  pardon,  he  "meant  no 
improper  insmuation,  hfe  felt  all  the  respect  fot  her  Majesty 
that  was  so  justly  due  to  her,  but  that  was  certainly  a  bad 
law  which  cotild  only  be  kiiade  innoxious  by  the  Tirtues  of 
the  Queen.— (iffear !  htarl)  If  they  trusted  such  a  power 
to  any  other  hands  than  the  Regent*s,  it  was  fair  to  say 
tlrtit  bis  power  would  be  cxerci^  in  opposition  to  his 
measofes.  Was  this  then  the  treatment  whicli  the  Regent 
was  entitled  to  expect  at  Iheir  hands  ?  Did  it  become  Par- 
liament to  address  him  in  this  language  i  We  have  givten 
yoa  the  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace,  we  i'nresr 
you  with  anthority  to  dispense  justice  to  the  subjects  of  ihi^ 
tealm  ;  but  we  do  not  find  it  expedient  to  confer  any  of  the 
graceful  and  conciliatory  attributes'  of  Royalty,  and  liare 
moreover  set  tip  a  power  that  will  thwart  and  oppose  your 
measures,  and  therefore  we  desire'  you  will  exert  your  ut- 
most energies  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.'* — {t/md  cries 
4>f  Hear\  h€ar\)  There  was  another  light  in  which  the 
subject  placed  itself  to  his  view,  the  impression  of  the 
Prince's  administration  could  not  l)c  lost  on  his  future  reign 
as  the  HHonarch  of  these  kingdo^is.  Were  they  by  re- 
^rtctidns  at  once  unconstitutional^  har^h,  and  unnecessary, 
to  rertdet  it  impossible  that  the  Prince  should  inspire  at- 
Mchment,  or  esctipc  unpopularity,  and  inflict  on  the  nation 
the  gloomy  alternative  of  an  infirm  King,  or  an  odious  suc- 
cessor.—(//ertr,- /leflr,  hear!)  He  had  no  objection  to  tlw^ 
ifitrodnction  of  the  King's  name  on  the  present  occasion,  it 
'Was  impossible  to  avoid  it;  brit  he  must  think  his  sacral 
name  had  been  treated  with  insult  and  disrespect,  when  he 
was  represented  as  awakening  from  what  was  calFed  the 
**  trance  of  reason,"  and  inquiring  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
list  of  his  domestics  (Heary  hear  I).  And  that  the  Royal 
oaits  were  of  this  description,  tliat  important  national  af*- 
fairs  might  be  safely  submitted  to  liis  Majesty's  attention  ia 
the  stages  of  convalescence^  but  that  the  least  change  of  hift 
household  and  establishment  would  unquestionably  produce 
a  relapse  (Hear  I  fte^rf)— what  was  this  but  an  afttempt^ 
first,  to  shew  that  the  Royal  mind  was  occupied  wifh  weak 
and  contemptible  objects, ^nd  next  to  'make  that  trery  cir»- 
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cutmtanoe  the  rule  and  measure  of  their  l^idation  ?  (  Hear  I 
hear !)  The  true  consolation  of  a  sick  King  lyas  to  be  found 
in  the  prosperity  of  his  people ;  and  that  Parliament  violated 
the  duty  Tvhicn  it  owed  to  him,  that  left  him,  on  his  re- 
turning health,  accompanied  indeed  by  his  attendants,  but 
surrounded  at  the  same  time  with  the  misfortunes  of  the 
country  (Hear  I  heart  hear  I), 

The,  Master  of  the  Jtolbj  in  a  speech  of  great  ability, 
proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  course  whi^h  in  the  present 
exigency  of  the  country,  was  best  to  be  pursued.  In  exjet* 
mining  into  that  course,  it  would  be  neccs^ry  to  see 
whether  it  would  be  more  beneficial  iq  provide  a  remedy 
from  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  Hou^,  or  to  recur  back 
to  history,  and  take  as  a  guide  proceedings  similar  in  cf« 
feet  to  those  now  submitted  for  the  adoption  of  the  House 
by  his  right  honourable  friend.  The  latter  was  a  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  all  periods  of  the  history  of  'the 
country — not  from  a  love  for  antiquity  most  certainly,  but 
from  a  wish  to  adhere  to  every  precedent  to  which  great 
objection  could  not  be  applied.  That  such  a  course  was 
wiser,  was  evident,  when  .men's  wishes,  passions,  and  even 
their  judgment,  at  such  a  moment  as  the  present,  mi^ht 
tend  to  difficulties.  It  seemed  to  be  agreed  by  some,  tnat 
in  taking  the  proposition  for  their  ffuide  Ministers  bad  not 
done  wrong,  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  contrary  was  con- 
tended. Would  it,  he  observed  have  been  judged  right  in 
them  to  have  pursued  another  course?  Would  it  either 
have  been  wise,  justifiable,  or  expedient,  finding  a  prcc^enl 
or.  example  applicable  to  the  case,  in  which  Parliament  had 
gone  a  certain  length,  to  have  departed  from  that  prcc(xIeDt,- 
and  brought  forward  soine^  measure  of  their  own  ?  If  they 
had  so  done,  then  indeed  they  would  have  attached  to 
themselves  a  very  heavy  responsibility.  They  chose,  how* 
ever,  to  propose  that  example  for  the  guidance  of  Parlia« 
inent>  which  Wias,  in  itself,  as  had  been  argued,  radically 
wrong,  although  their  course  of  proceeding  was  unexcep* 
tionably  right.  Be  the  precedent  what  it  might,  he  was 
prepar^  to  contend  that  they  were  bound  to  make  it  the 
basis  of  their  proceedings^;  It  was  still  open  to  the  House 
to  consider  the  principle  of  it.  That  principle  had  been 
feirly  treated  by  an  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Leach)  of  his,  who  in  his  speech  had  displayed  all  the 
acutcness  which  was  so  peculiarly  his  characteristic.    Tha( 
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honourable  and  loaraed  friend  bad  acknowledged  tbat  it  was 
Ti^lit  that  it  shovid  be  brouj^ht  before  the  House,  while 
others  denied  it,  and  cast  reflectbus  on  the  movers  of  it. 
As  faf  as  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was 
iiiflucnced  by  coasiderations  of  attachment  to  the  persons 
who  first  framed  the  precedent,  he  must  say  that  he  set  a 
high  yalue  on  it ;  that  he  had  the  utmost  respect  for  the 
talents  and  the  virtues  of  the  leaders  in  that  transaction, 
and  was  satisfied  they  would  not  have  prepared  any  thing 
which  could  be  construed  into  a  desire  to  violate  the  Consti- 
tution.   It  was  true  that  men  might  be  biassed  by  their 
feelings;  but  there  were  some  superior  to  the  lot  of  error. 
He  couki*  not  think  that,  whatever  error  miglit  be  laid  to 
ti>e  proposers  of  the  original  measures,  the  crime  of  wishing 
to  preserve  their  own  influence  was  to  be  laid  to  their 
charge.    In  examining  this  precedent,  which  he  sliould  not ' 
take  as  a  finished  transaction  (putting  out  that  which  on^ 
former  night  had  been  commented  on  by  the  other  side), 
it  would  appear  tliat  the  Bill  had  not  undergone  any  material 
alteration  in  the  Lords,  to  affect  its  principles,  and  in  recur- 
ring to  what  had  been  said  with  respect  to  the  precedent  of 
the  Reyolution>  he  should  say  that  thei  principle  of  Parlia- 
ment was  then  clearly  ^pronounced,  therefore  if  a  similar 
emergency  had  arisen  of  supplying  the  vacancy,  he  should^ 
have  been  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  answering  the  theo- 
retical arguments  used  now,  by  the  practical  illustratioa 
which  then  would  have  been  evident.      However,  the  pre- 
cedent of  1788  was  the  only  precedent  now   to  be  fol« 
lowed.      With  respect  then  to  the  qutetion  of  right,  it 
put   him   in    mind  of  what  once  had  been   said  by  a 
great  man,  ^^  that  no  country  should  have  a  constitutioa 
which  could  not  shew  it  in  writing,  and  shew  how  it 
was  to  be  defined."     In  comparing  this  observation  with 
the  show  of  constitutions  ^'  in  writing*'  which  this  country 
had  seen  of  hite  years  on  the  Continent,  it  must  make  it  grati- 
fying that  England  could  not  enter  into  thecomparison.^* 
But  as  to  the  opinions  now  urged,  they  diverged  from  each 
other  to  this  extent,  that  it  was  not  competent  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  give  to  the  Regent  any  prerogative, 
while  others  maintained  that  Parliament  were  justified  in  so 
doing:    The  illustrious  person  to  whom  allusions  had  been 
made  did  greatly  question,  in  bringing  forward  the  measure, 
the  competency  of  Parliament xm  the  subject,  and  he  doubted 
the  legsiliij  of  vesting  in  the  Regent  the  whole  of  the 


Royal  autliaritv — (Hear  i  hear  !}-t^That  opinioo  was  much 
canvassed  in  1^88,  and  the  qoestiiMi  underwent  very  db* 
Itberwle  ditciisaioQ'  in  debate.  He  was.  tkcrefi»re  not  a  liUle 
surpriasd  to  hean  it  asserted  that  the  illuBtrious  pevson  al- 
laded  to  mistook  the  true  paiaciplesoftkeGoostiiution  of 
liis  countrj.  In  ar^uiag  the  c^ueqtioa  now,  it  has  bem 
said  that  the  ineom  potency  of  the  House  lay  in  givia^  the 
pHaer,  when  in  feet  it  was  asserted  on  the  ether  side,  that  it 
11^  in  withholding  that  power.  With  both  of  those  great 
authorities  he  must  differ.  He  could  not  agree  widi  those 
who  were  for  conferring  on  the  Regent  aU  the  Royal  preroga- 
tives, nor  with  those  who  were  of  opinion  they  should  be 
withheld.  With  the  knowledge  of  the  Constitution  which 
be  possessed,  he  could  not  discover  any  praotice  of  that 
Gonstitutian  which  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  powers  of 
the  Regent  should  be  coequal  with  the&vereign  authority. 
On  the  cesHrary,  he  bad  always  understood  that  tlie  powers 
of  Uie  Regent  must  in  all  cases  be  inferior  to  those  of  the 
Sovereigri.  The  Houae  were  boiiild  to  act,  in  case  of  exi- 
ficeney,  certainly  according  to  the  best  of  their  discretion. 
The  question  of  competency  and  of  incompetency ,  for  the 
reasons  he  had  stated,  very  naturally  abridged  the  powers  of 
the  House  on  the  question  of  right.  What  was  the  prenait 
proposition  i     It  allowed  that  the  person   possessing  the 

Eerogatives  was  entitled  to  retain  them ;  conseoueatly  the 
onse  had  ni>  right  to  deliberate  upon  it.  The  House  could 
tiot  go  into  the  question  of  expediency,  and  he  must  contend 
that  they  were  not  justified  m  separating  the  prerogatives ; 
any  attempt  of  that  kind  would  operate  to  their  mutilation.  ^ 
The  right  honourable  /and  leanied  gentleman  maintained,* 
that  the  Law  and  Constitution  pointed  out  what  a  King 
should  be  witi^  respect  to  power;  beyond  that  the  House 
could  not  go.  It  did  not  belong  to  them  to  say  what  the 
kingly  functions  are.  .  So  it  was  at  the  period  of  the  Rerolu* 
tion,  when  Parliansent  declared  that  the  Prince  and  Prin« 
cess  of  Orange  should  be  King  and  Queen;  the  ParUameot 
then  did  not  attempt  to  d^ne  what  the  rights  of  the 
Monarch  ,  should  be— The  law  had  settled  that  point.  Be* 
fore  gentlemen  oould  contend  that  it  was  necessary  to  vest 
powers  in  the  Regent,  they  should  shew  that  the  office  was 
aacertained,  fixed,  or  defined.  Unless  they  could^  there  waa 
an  end  of  the  argument.  The  office  of  Kegent  never|  bad 
cacbtence  in  this  country ;  it  was  borrowed  from  Franoe 
and  from  Scotland.     In  England  the  absence  of  the  Exie* 


JAN.   S.]        tftAXt  OP  THE  NATION— RBGBNOY.  99^ 

cutive  authoritj  was  supplied  by  Protectors,    tn  tbe  in- 
fancy  of  one  of  the  Monarchs  (Rtchazd  II.)  the  Regency 
was  composed  of  a  Council,  the  Protector  being  the  head  of 
that  Coancih     It  must  be  clear^  therefore,  that  the  defihi* 
lion  of  the  office  of  Protector  was  better  ascertained  tl^an 
that  of  Regent.    Indeed,  so  little  was  it  known,  that  in  the 
6th  ef  Henry  the  Ylth,  Humphrey  Duke  of  Gloucester 
%6at  to  the  House  to  know  what  his  functions  were.    The 
House  6f  Lords  in  answer  replied,  that  ^^  they  knew  of 
ncHie,'*  and  yet  he  was  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
The  precedents  which  had  been  addutol  in  support  of  the 
powers  of  the  R^ent  were  not  founded  on  any  rule  of  hiw, 
so  that  Parliament  could  interfere.     They  possessed  m^y 
a  discretionary  power,  and  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  the 
case  could  authorise  the  use  pf  .that  discretion.     If  bis 
M^esty  should  recover  in  eight  days,  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  dropping  the  proceedings.     Wheii  the  first 
adjoumraent  was*  proposed,  no  one  thought  Ministers  were 
wrong  in  making  the  proposition;  many  thought  the  second 
adjournment  was   not  improper,  especially  if  while  the 
functions  of  tbe  Monarch  lay  dormant  no  material  incoa* 
Tenieoce  arose  to  the  State.    The  House  was  now  called  on 
to  act  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  arising  from  admitting 
the  Executive  functions  to  remain  any  loo^r  dormant  witn 
prefudice  to  the  ^blic  service.    Tbe  right  honourable  and 
Icariied  gentleman,  in  recurring  to  the  precedents  before 
alluded  to,  the  Succession  Act  of  Queen  Anne,  the  Acts  of 
1751  and  of  176$,  contended  that  those  very  Acts  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Leach),  proved  that 
the  government  was  crippled.    There  was,  in  his  opinion, 
no  analogy  between  the  cases :  the  R^nt  appointed  under 
those  Acts  had  hardly  any  of  the  functions  of  Royalty, 
.while  the  Royal  person,  the  object  of  the  present  measure* 
had  the  whole.— The  CoUncil  of  Regency  under  those  Acts 
bore  no  resemblance  to  the  Council  of  the  6th  of  Henry  VI. 
The  Acts  of  1751  and  1765  contained   no    such    provi- 
sions as  were  brought  forward ;  for  it  was  provided  that 
the  Regent  may  act  like  a  Kinsv  but  with  certain  exceptions, 
limitations,  and  restrictions.    These  words,  however^  wore 
quarrelled  with,  for  it  had  been  contended  that  this  was  a 
species  of  incongruity.     There  was  in  his  opinion  more  of 
difficulty  and  objection  in  withholding  the  power  than  in 
granting  it.    The  Parliament  of  1788  proceeded  on  il^Mmr 
ground,  that  all  tbe  functions  were  not  absolutely  necessary^ 
Vol.  I.~18il.  SE 
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and  ytt  if  the  axouee  ^as  granted,  jBvben  hU  .M%)eity  rer 
turned  to  beiiltb,  bo  migbt  be  Impedod,  not  in  the  i» 
sumption  of  hb  authority,  but  in  ihe,c^ny\x\g  it  on*  The 
danger  to  be  apprefaeoded  was  in  that  respect-  Why  ww 
it  judged  expedient  to  repose  greater  coofidenoe  in  .tlie 
Prince  of  Wales  than  in  any  other  Il^nt  ?  He  did  ooL 
mean  to  make  this  observation  in  an  invidious  waj-^r  ii# 
man  ivho  knew  his  Royal  Highness  would  suspect  tiiat  the 
confidence  reposed  would  be  abused.  But  it  was  a  iair 
OTound  of  objection  for  granting  unlimited  powers  to  a 
Regent,  because  it  was  .impossible  that  llie  nation  coiikl 
bave  that  security  from  a  Regent  as  they  would  ba^e  from  a 
King>  the  Upgent  being  only  a  temporary  iiosaeBwr^  aftd  the 
Monarch  holding .  the  -office  for  life.  A  Kii^g  never  could 
designedly  make  any  provision  at  the  end  of  liit  govemoient 
for  enfeebling  it.  What  was  the  case  wi^h  a  Regent,  let 
liim  stand  in  ever  so  near  a  relation  to  (be  Crown,  but 
standing  in  a  near  xelatiou,  and  being  identified  with  the 
intercuts  of  the  Crown  i  He  should  tJierefore  be  iodioed  to 
impose  fewer  restrictions. — ^Tbcse  argufnents  would  apply 
generally,  and  with  xeSkrcdce  to  any  Prince  of  Wales. 
was  an  unfair  suggestion  to  say  tluit  those  who  siippoitod 
'  and  proposed  the  restriction,  were  disposed  to  study  and 

irive  msiilts  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Was  be  to,  be  supposed 
ess  attached  to  that  Royal  person,  who  he  was  readj  to 
admit  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  Iieg9ncy,  becaitte  he* 
stated  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  vest  too 
SQUch  of  the  Ro^al  authority  ?    So  lugh  W9s  the  opinioa 
-which  he  cntertamed  of  that  Koyal  PerBoo,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced his  Royal  Highness  would  not  tbiivk  the  wono  of  an  j 
person  for  having  delivered  his  sentituents  upon  the  question 
freely  and  without  reserve;  and  tbougii  his  opinion  might 
tend  to  provide  for  a  diminution  of  his  own  personal  powem^ 
nothin|r  personally  offensive  was  intended.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  observed^  that  it  would  be  contended — How 
do  you  reconcile  it  to  yourself  to  erect  an  unrtttrioted 
Regency  at  the.  end  of  twelve  months,  when  you  compel  a 
restricted  one  in  the  first  instance?     To  that  he  would 
answer,  that  at  the  expiration  of  tiiat  period  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  would  be  gone  by,  and  then  it  might  be 
necessary,  supposing  that  the  illness  of  his  Majesty  Mtould 
continue,  that  the  restrictions  should  be  discontinued.     It 
might  so  happen  that  tjie  recovery,  from  the  long  duiatiop 
of  the  malady,  migh  t  be  dpub tlul.    Resides,  it  wouU  be  the 
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itfterest  of  the  Regent  to  act  as  if  te  were  the  Sorcreign— he 
would  in  fact  have  no  interest  distincff  from  that  of  tbeSove-^ 
reign,  and  consequently  no  danger  coutd  be  apprehended 
upon  the  whole.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  ^gentlemaa^ 
contended  he  was  justified  in  sapporting  the  precedent  of 
1788' ibr  the  ri^asons  stated',  and  should  give  his  vote  For  the 
resolutions  as  tbey  now  stood. 

Mr.  Canning  rose*  amid  loud 'cheers  of  the  House^  but 
merely  stated  shortly  some  difficulties  which  he  had  on  the 
subject  of  the  precedent  qf  1788.  He  said  he  intended  to 
saj.awordor  two  on  the  Resolution,  but  on  further  con- 
sideration^ he  had  judged  it  advisable'  not  to  trouble  the 
House  on  the  subject. 

Mi^.  Sheridttn-^l  enlli-ely  agree  with,  those  Members  who 
btetowed  their  tipprobation  on  the  speech  of  the  learned 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ;  and  I  would  not  there- 
fdre  attempt  to  follow  him,  if  adqtiirements  of  legal  subtlety 
and  legal  argumait  were  at  all  necessary  to  the  discussion  of 
the  present  question.    It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  this 
is  a  question  which  requires  only  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
constitution,  and  perhaps  a  particular  knowledge  of  the.  cir* 
ciimstances,  which  took  place  during  the  period  of  1788. 
I  trust,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  considered  as  presumptioa 
in  me  if  I  attempt  this  evening  to  follow  that  learned  gentle- 
litan.     I  do  most  heartily  agree  with  him  in  supposing  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  will  not  think  the  worse  of  any  mai^ . 
fdr  delivering  bis  real  sentiments  in  this  Housfe  on  tbe  present 
question.  '  I  am  sure  when  he  attributes  this  sentiment  to  the 
Prince,  he  does  him  but  justice.  I  Will  go  farther — 1  say  that 
ifany  man  conld  take  umbfage  at  what  was  spoken  by  mem* 
bers  of' this  House,  in'the  discharge  of  what  they  conceived 
to  be  their  duty,  that  maa  is  not  fit  to  be  Regent  {Hear !). 
But  when  the  lenrfted  gentleman  pays  this  compUinent  to  the 
Prince,  I  am  willfng  td  pay  a  similar  compliment  to  the' 
Kin^.    I  ^y,  it  is  gros^  abuse  in  any  person  to  suppose  that 
the  King,  on  his  recovery,  will  catechize  members  of  this- 
House  "for  what  they  may  have  done  in  the  exerciseof  their< 
duty  on  the  present  occasion.  (Hear^  hearl).  When  I'have  ' 
heard  the  speech  of  the  learned  gentleman,  I  suppose  I  have 
heard  all  that  law  and  argument  can  urge  in  support  of  the 
measures  now  proposed  to  us.    At  the  time  when  the  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Leach)  delivered  himself  on  a  former  even- 
ing, whose  speech  was  as  well  characterized  as  unanswered 
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bn»ii8e  uoanswerablei  thej,  the  learned  gentkmen  oppo9ite9 
fit  in  a 

Deatli-like  tilence»  and  a  idread  repose. 

(Ixttigh) ;  but  now  that  the  learned  gentleman  has  at  length, 
after  a  decent  pause,  come  forward,  I  presume  we  may  si%ly 
believe  that  we  have  heard  from  the  mouth  of  that  or^an 
all  the  arguments  that  can  be  brought  forward  against  Uiat 
speech. 

Much  has  been  said  to  us  of  the  necessity  of  following  the 
precedent  of  1788.  We  have  been  told  of  the  virtues  of 
those  who  proposed  and  carried  the  measures  of  that  period ; 
but  I  think  it  is  but  fair  for  the  cceiitlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  to  allow,  that  those  who  opposed  these  mea- 
sores  were  actuated  by  a^  fair  motives  as  tne  persons  who 
either  proposed  or  supported  them. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution  . 
has  no  application  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  period  ^ 
We  "were  then,  it  is  said,  without  a  Monarchy  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Convention  tosupply  the  deficiency.  Now  we  have 
a  Monarch,  who,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  is  deprived 
for  a  time,  as  is  to  be  sjipposed,  of  the  power  of  exercising 
the  functions  of  royalty,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  provide 
.  for  the  temporary  exercue  of  those  functions,  ,  In  the  former 
case,  the  Convention  ^ere  at  liberty  to  consider,  whether 
they  might  abolish  the  monarchy  aUogether.(jEfeor). — ^They 
might  have  said,  it  is  in  our  discretion  whether  we  are  to  do 
any  thing  at  all.  Why,  what  is  it  that  you  are  now  doing  I 
You  are  doing  nothing  of  what  you  ought  to  do,  and  you 
arc  doin^  every  thing  which  you  ought  not  to  do.  xpu 
are,  in  fact,  doing  every  thing  in  jour  power  to  abolish  thp 
monarchy. 

I  applaud  the  motives  by  which  the  gentlemen  opposite 
proftss  to  be  actuated — ^their  wishes  thai  no  acts  should  b^ 
now  done  by  us  which  mieht  have  a  tendency  to  fmpede 
Jbis  Majesty's  recovery.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  any 
thing  which  tliis' House  shall  do  will  have  any  such  te&« 
dencT.  I  say  to  those  gentlemen,  why  will  you  force  me  to 
do  tna^  which*  you  have  up  right  to  force  me  to  do,  from 
ideal  niotives  of  delicacy  towards  the  Sovereign,  and  which, 
were  we  io  suppose  well  grounded^  would  pe  fo  pass  the 
severest  censure  on  his  Majesty? 

The  learned  gentlemen  opposite  tell  us  that  the  emergency 
of  1788  was  altogether  the  same  with  the  present.  I  say,  that 
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it  \ras  totally  different.  I  say,  that  it  is  my  conviction,  that 
if  the  great  Leader  ^bo  carried  through  the  measures  of 
1788  were  now  alive,  he  would  vote  against  all  of  thesp 
restriotions  {Hear  I).  One  of  these  learned  gentlemen,  though 
1  beg  their  pardon  for  usingthat  appellation,  as  they  seem^ 
to  disclaim  the  title  of  feamed  gentlemen,  and  wish  rather  to 
be  considered  as  Ministers  than  Lawyers — one  of  these  learned 

Kntlemen  has  stated,  that  Lord  Grenville  has  written  a 
K>k  containing  such  and  such  arguments.  I  say.  Lord 
Grenrille  has  written  no  such  book  (a  laugh). ^  What  has 
the  book  which  Lord  Grenvilie  wrote  to  do  with  the  argu- 
ments which  the  leanied  gentleman  has  been  stating  to  bo 
found  in  it  ?  Little  did  my  noble  friend  Lord  Grenvilie 
think,  when  writing  his  book  in  1788,  that  it  was  to  be 
quoted  by  my  leam»l  friend  opposite  in  1810. 
The  whole  argument  of  the  other  side  of  the  House  is  the 

Sreoedent  of  ITSS,  the  whole  precedent  of  1788,  and  nothing 
ttt  the  precedent  of  1788.    Tl^at  seems  to  be  the  whole 
burden  of  their  song.    I   have  the  highest  respect  for  the 

Sreat  Man  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Administration; 
ut  I  wrll  venture  to  say,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  precedent 
on  your  Journals,  which  disgraced  this  House,  it  was  that 
precedent.  Hiis  is  a  time  when  we  must  speak  out  (Hear  !X 
1  say  that  tliose  times  were  disgraced  by  party  heat  and 
violence,  and  that  they  are  not  fit  to  be  remembered.  Am 
an  instance  of  the  improper  length  to  which  that  beat  and 
violence  was  carried,  I  should  have  only  to  bring  to  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  the  language  which  was  spoken 
b^  Mr.  Burke  on  that  occasion — language  which  I  will  not 
disgrace  the  House  by  mentioning.  When  I  say,  that  a  gen- 
tlanan  in  this  House  went  the  length  of  stating,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wale^  bad  no  more  right  to  the  Regency  than  any 
other  member  of  the  House,  I  have  said  enough  to  shew  tho 
improper  length. to  which  party  zeal  was  then  carried. 
That  instance  is  sufficient,  l  desire  the  House  to  bear  in 
their  recollection  the  pteambleto  the  Bill  which  passed  on 
that  occasion.  Why,  it  was  neither  more  or  less  in  sub« 
stance  than  this,  Whereas  every  man  in  this  kingdom  hath 
an  equal  right  with  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Waki 
to  the  office  of  Reg  ent. 

I  need  say  nothing  as  to  the  gross  abuse  which  vw  then 
heaped  on  the  Prince,  the  strong  provocation  which  he  le* 
ceiyed.    He  was  held  up  tg  the  nation  as  a  man  not  fit  to 
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be  trusted.  It  was  asserted^  that  tfie  Prince  w as^at  the  head 
of  a  factioQ  ;  and  motives  T?ere  ascribed  to  him  of  the  most 
base  and  most  illiberal  nature.  From  all  these  citGom- 
stances  I  am  ckarl/  of  opinioo  that  the  precedent  of  1788, 
does  by  no  means  apply  to  the  present  period.  But,  lay- 
ing aside  every  thing  else,  there  is  in  the  Bill  itself  circum* 
stances  viiich  fully  make  appear  what  telianoe  you  are 
bound  to  place  in  it.  There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  the 
Bill  from  b^inning  to  end. 

I  had  the  honour,  or  dishonour,  to  be  &  member  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  search  for  precedents  in  1788,  along 
with  the  member  for  Yorkshire,  who,  I  believe,  is  the  only 
one  living  of  all  those  who  formed  that  Committee*  We 
went  on  this  duty  on  the.  lOth  December  1788,  and  we  gave . 
mour  Report  OB. the  19th  December.  We  could  find  on 
the  Journals  nothing  but  bad  Latin  and  bad  French ;  and 
we  told  the  House  that  we  could  find  no  precedents^  and  that 
they  must  look  for  precedents  theoDselves.  (jAtugh^) 

xhe  more  I  consider  the  transactions  of  1788,  the  more  I* 
feel  inclined  to  testify  my  disapprobation  of  them.  In  this 
period  of  1788,  W£  sufiered  a  Bill  to  pass,  which  enacted. that 
the  Regent  should  never  make  any  peers  at  all.  In  oonse* 
quence  of  this  Bill,  the  House  of  Lords  would  have  bad  the 
whole  constitution  of  the  country  in  their  own  hands ;  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  made,  I  suppose,  a  hundred  peers  himself, 
had^  we  may  say,  a  right  to  expect  a  support  from  them  in 
return.  Is  not  this  a  most  notorious  instance  of  the  party, 
beat  which  disgraced  that  period  ?  Here  is  another :  the 
Queen  was  to  have  a  council,  and  four  persons  are  named  in 
the  bill  as  members  of  the  council :  John,  Lord  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury;  Edward,  Lord  Thurlow;  William,  Lo^ 
Archbishop  of  York ;  and  Lloyd,  Lord  Kenyon;  along  with 
four  of  the  officers  of  the  household.  One  would  tbiok  that* 
if  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Chief  Justice,  the  Arch* 
bishops  of  Canterbury  and  York  were  to  die,  the  persons 
whom,  the  Prince  should  have  thougUt  fit  to  elect  la  sue* 
cced  them  in  their  offices,  should  have  also  succeeded  as 
councillors  to  the  Queen  in  their  stead.  No  such  thiiig^« 
The  Queen  was  to  have  the  nomination  of  their  succeaaors. 
Why,  tl>e  whole  Bill  was  an  act  to  disgrace  the  Prince  of 
Wdles,  and  to  degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  tiie  nation 
(Tfeari).  It  says  most  plainly,  you  will  put  in  some  dis- 
graceful persons  to  be  Archbishops  of  York  and  Caoterbury, 
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and  to  be  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Chief  Jnstioe.  Sordj^ 
nothing  can  point  out  in  a  stronger  ipt^nner  the  rancouv  and 
aBimofiity  which  governed  parties  at  the  period  of  1786.  ^ 

But,  Sir,  an  ehdeavxmr  is  attempted  to  obtain  a  sanction 
for  this  proceeding  upon  the  authority  of  his  Majesty''^ 
expressed  approbation,  if  hen  restored  to  his  iacuUios  and 
throne  in  1789.  Let  us  examine  the  strength  of  this  position. 
That  speech  ivas  either  the  speech  of  tlie  Ministers,  or  the  per- 
gonal opinion  of  the  Sovereign.  If  H^was  the  personal  opinion 
of  theSovereign^it  is  unconstitutional  in  any  man  toquote  it  in 
this  House  ;  and  if  it  was  the  speech  of  the  Ministers,  what 
other  interpretation  can  it  bear,  but  that  it  was  the  expres- 
sion of  their  own  approval  of  their  own  acts  ?  (Hear^  htwr^ 
hear !)    I  more  particularly  advert  to  this  point  because  f 
find  it  to  be  one  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  )ias  placed  his  main  stress, 
in  bis  answer  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  ;  an  answer  witti 
Ao  great  diarectsristic,  unless  one  should  observe  the  Jirttle 
.  degree  of  peevishness  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  combined 
with  the  attempt  of  dividing  the  Royal  family  at  the  same 
foonotent  that  they  woulddivide  the  Royal  authority.     But, 
necurrif^  to  the  events  of  1789,  it  was  observed  bv  the. 
Jionourabie  member  for  Yorkshire,  that  he  believedf  that 
however  the  leading  parties  differed  as  to  the  means,  it  was 
his  GOBvictbn,  and  he  was  sure  the  conviction  of  those  who 
supported  the  proceedings  of  that  time,  that  their  opponents 
were  actuated  by  the  most  sincere  motives  of  loyalty  and 
duty.       Does  the  honourable  member  recollect  the  events 
which  followed  his    Majesty's  recovery  at  that  period  ? 
Does  he  recollect  the' dismissals  and  exclusions  which,  with 
such  unrelenting  vengpance  pursued  the  opposition  of  every 
man  who  biappcncd  to  have  voted  against  tlve  Mi'ffl^cr ! 
( Hear  \  hear  \)      Do  theyabo  attribute  these  acti  of  pet* 
secution  to  their  Sovereign  ?  (Hear  !  hear !)    Will  they  say 
that  that    Sovereign,  whose  character  has  ever  been  so 
^^onspicuoosfor  piety  and  benignity,  when  restored  by  the 
will  of  Heaven  to  his  reason'  and  bis  throne,  instead  of 
being  employed  in  returning  his  God  his  most  gratefal 
'doknowleflsment  for  his  Divine  favour,  that  he  was  the 
author  of  tliese  vindictive  proofs  of  displeasure  which  suc- 
ceeded to  the  fortunate  event  of  his  rccovciry  ? — It  would  be 
a  moat  brutal  and  disloyal  application — but  it  is  an  applica- 
tion that  must  stand  on  as  fair  ground  as  to  make  the  Mo* 
(smjxh  responsible  ibrthe  speech  of  his  servants.     At  present 
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1  fed  it  unneoessarj  to  go  more  at  large ;  indeed,  little  else 
temains  to  be  answered ;  for  all  that  we  have  heaid  from 
the  eentlemen  opposite,  refers  entirely  to  the  proceedings  of 
1789.  Thej  are  the  phantoms  of  my  lord  Thurlow,  sup* 
ported  by  the  ghost  of  Mr.  Pitt*  (^enr,  heary  hear!). 
When  we  come  to  that  stage  of  our  proceedings  in  which 
the  authority  of  this  House,  by  a  curious  fiction,  is  to  be 
further  sanctioned  by  the  application  of  the  Great  Seal,  then 
I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  make  one  bold  struggle  in 
behalf  of  the  Constitution.  There  has,  howeycr,  fallen  from 
a  noble  lord  (Cdstlercagh)  an  observation  to  which  I  am 
anxious  to  draw  your  attention. .  The  noble  lord  declam 
his  readiness  to  entrust  to  the  Regent  the  appointment  to  all 
the  great  offices,  at  the  same  time  that  be  considered  it 
highly  proper  that  he  should  be  restricted  in  the  creation 
to  the  peerage.  On  that,  as  on  other  occasions,  the  noble 
lord  wishes  to  have  two  strings  to  his  bow.  (Hearj  hear  I) 
Were  I  appointed  Regent,  says  the  noble  lord  (an  occur- 
rence not  very  probable,  but  wnich  has  no  doubt  originated 
from  that  remarkable  expression  in  the  year  1788,  that  the 
Prince  had  no  greater  right  than  any  other  subject  to  the 
Regency— an  expression  which,  however,  has  not  yet  pro- 
duced a  candidate),  or  were  1  the  Minister  of  the  R^ent,  1 
would  feel  highly  delighted  in  being  incapacitated  of  a 
power,  the  exercise  of  which  might  possibly  be  productive 
of  much  discord  and  ill-will  between  me  and  FiEurliament. 
In  what  political  school  has  the  noble  lord  been  instructed  ? 
Does  he  understand  the  extent  to  which  bis  curious  areu' 
mentcan becarried ?  Why,Sir,itgoestothcextinctionofthe 
whole  of  the  Kingly  office.  It  is  an  act  of  favour  to  the  Regent, 
which  would  not  put  him  to  the  trouble  of  attending  to  the 
interests  of  religion,  by  appointing  bishops  or  archbishops — 
nor  to  the  interests  of  the  state,  by  a  surrender  of  his  judgw 
ment  on  the  policy  of  peace  and  war — to  the  desertion  of 
his  army  and  navy — ^by  holding  no  controul  over  the  Gam* 
manders;  It  isy  in  a  word,  an  admirable  contrivance  of  the 
noble  lord  to  place  his  Royal  Highness  on  his  own  peculiar 
bed  of  roses. — (Loud  laughing.)  v 

•An  observation  not  quite  sa  curious,  but  fully  as  uncon- 
stitutional, has  fallen  on  tliis  subject  from  a  learned  gentle^ 
man  opposite — (Mr.  Stephen).  In  his  opinion  the  successive 
contentions  in  whicli  we  have  been  engaged,  have  so  dis- 
graced us  in  the  public  estimation,  that  were  it  not  for  the 
personal  virtues  of  the  Monarch  the  cbiiracter  of  the  nation 
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ravai  bave  irretrievably  fiilfen,  with  ^Verj  fhing  veneratie  and 
Acred  in  the  State.  I  am,  indeed^  ttAdj  to  acl^nowk^I^ 
ifaat  (he  public  opinion  is  not  very  strong  t^ith  publiiB  mi 
on  either  tide  of  irhis  House  ;  but  shonkl  Con$id<^.  this  a 
ittost  deplorable  grievancf,  if  T  fctt  it  to  be  without  if» 
remedy.  I  should,  indeed,  repine^  if  I  could  np(.  attribute 
tfae^  apathy  and  distrust  which  prevails  abroad. to  the,  most 
'tetbral  cause,  that  they  have  been  produped  bv  the  non* 
pct/brmance  of  those  pledges  made  to  the  people — by  the 
]iostponement  of  those  plans  of  reforo^  and  ihiprdveoi^f. 
Which  tlic^  pledges  haa  Induced  them  to  expect.  {Hifir* 
heat !)  The  last  AdminlstMion  acted  upon  the  codvictii^ 
that  the  privileges  which  they  avowed  and  uniformly  main- 
iained,  commanded  public  support.  They  had  a  figbt  to 
cntertaiti  that  conviction ,  although  chrcumstanees^^i^tek^rqii 
ii^H^in  power  with  the  accomplishment' of  their  d|itkb--t 
(CHes  of  Btar^  luafi  frorii  tie  Mimsteti^  bi^h^.)]  (Let 
the  ri^t  boiiotiiU>1e  gentlemen  opposite  \  exult  iii  their 
Kciirit^'-^iti  that  miserable  ^nrity  whicli  With  A6  titii 
iprih^ng  fltna  themselveshaa  continued  th^m  in  plabe,  otAf^ 
oecausei  ftom  ti,  want  of  public  confidence,  tliere  has  nH  beei 
kn  kkiitiSiifid  jcrvio  recall  their  opponents  to  office,  (f^^^m 
^ear,  heari'i  I  ti^peat  that  the  former  Adn^inistrafidn  acM 
ilpoif  the  coUFitftfon  ofltaving  deserved  thesuppprtof  thtf 


^VT$  had  the  modesty  df  abstaining  even  from  the  aysertioft 
df  any  stich  ground  tf  fteferencc-^CHeary  hear  t)  But 
tevertinff  to  the  argument  of  the  kariiiBd  gentlemaly^  f  pro« 
ilounce  it  to  be  most  nnc^ii^itutional.  The  private  virtue 
of  my  Sovereign  I  reverence  and  honour ;  but  to  mAe  Chena 
{he  link  and  fa^nd  which  connects  the  various  biandies  of  Ihe 
State,  is  to  libel  both  the  Soveiejga  and  the  tVmstUatioB.-^ 
|las  the  Prince  no  virtues  ?^A(imtttedi—bu€  we  hkve  M^ 
Experience  of  Mm  as  a  Kiri^. — What  th^>— ^We  moft 
liestrict  him — ^that  is  to  say,  we  roust  abridge  aifd  deprive 
bim  of  an  the  prerogatives  and  ca()acttfes  of  the  Royat 
Authority,  hf  the  exercise  of  whfeh  tbe  benefits  of  the 
Soveieignty  can  be  dispensed  until  we  bate  ascertained  wbe* 
Aer  he  is  cfntitled  to  the  character  of  a  good  king.— (^ear^ 
henry  hearl) — He  must  reign,  sa^s  he,  fifty  years. — Sorely 
hecaunot  mean  that  theenerffiesof  theMonarchcaanotbedis- 
pbytsd  until  the  powers  of  the  man  have  iictually  ofiMed*  It 
Yot.  1.-1811.  3  F 


^  iodeed  the  ^d  and  tep^enoy  of  all  these  armmmta  ta 
jprQVe.of^rh'at  little  yaliie  or  necessily  (he  Kinfpj  o&ce  is. 
l?Vhy  ithen,  U  U  sak),. those  restrictions  will  expire  in  a  year 
,— 1«  this  i))e  iotefition  of  the  ju^ht  bonoiimble  ffentletoan  i 
'—Are  8*11  those  the  means  by  which  the  statfi  anu  happiness 
of  the  af&icted  Monarch  are  to  be  preserved — am  these  all 
,to  lapse  and  nanish  within  the  abort  period  of  twelve  months^ 
•T^Is  he  iii'liis  sicklv  situation  then  to  be  given  up  to  thecal]^ 
ot  him,  against  whom  the  most  nnjust  suspicions,  W  tl^ 
very  act  of  i:€Striction|  were  now  presuipea?— The, root  i^ 
)iot  so*  They  arc  to  continue  for  a  year  and  six  weeka«  t^ 
b^  ttieh  subjected  to  the  consideration  of  Partiament^  wW 
(her.it  shall  think  proper  to  renew  the  lease?— The  dismissalt 
which  Ibllowcd  in  1789  are  the  strongest  proof  of  the  manner 
hi  yihich  opposition  b^  any  of  those  officers  of  the  Household 
at  isjiy  future  tiifne  would  oe  treated..  Tliey  must  feel  th^t 
for  restriction  they  must  vote,  or  resign  (heir  o^qea^  WhaV 
Vas  Ihlitl  tlutto  cTegrade  the  .Monarchy  ? — Tp  h^ve  |he  reprot 
tentative  of  Ro^lty  from  year  to  year  c(^t€<:^ifcd:by  ParU%;» 
^ht-^to  place  in  Bis  haqds  the  sceptre  ';^umimu,sc  .&«{i« 
fessei^lf^ffcoTy  Aeor!)— Much  mre  wAl^i>fi;]ijrtWpuld  j 
accede  to  nave  the  period  of  limittuipn  extdo^^  to  ibntf 
Vears,  6nd  then  alto^hcr  Gease^  O^n  sul\jec('t1>Q  £xccutiv« 
plagislracy  to  sucn  degradipg  coj^diiiot^,  ;/l1]'is\wa4  the 
^arlicd  distinction  between  (be  plau  hoMr  prpppaiad  and.tliit 
of  Mr*  Pittj— Even  he  would  nothav^e  yeniMr«l  .to  ^qIujji 
ine.  Regent 'wilh  renewed  cohsioersitions  3  and  ;vicrB  it  pio^^ 
ble  Jbr  that  great,  man,  for  great  t  wiUtev.^i' pall  hun^,  to 
fevjsit  tqis  life,,  wliat  more  degradii^  Hbel  on  his  fame  ai^  . 
tharactei:  coul^  he  feel  than  to  see  ihat  what  t^i  with  his 
ipig^ty|alents  an^exteusive  influence,  bacfked,  by  the  accord* 
ibg  sentiments'  pf  lhrre«fourthsof  the  people  at  that  momenf, 
fi'ould  nol  hay^  ventured  to  propose,  the  pigmy  gentlemen 
6pbosite  have  ^ared,  most  pertinaciously  to  persevere  in  2 
uSear,  :h€gfiS — ^^Oue  word  to  the  honourable  .genttemai| 
member  4prlforlUhjro  ;<an(1).in  addressing  mypeuio  him,\^ 
admit  hU.oyi^i)  excuse  for  being  fhduced  to  rise  i^dod  the  in* 
Iftantaiicous  feeling  with  w h  ich  ne  was  an imat^I  at  tae  allusion 
made  to  the  character  of  his  departed  friend  f  Mr*.  Pitt).  2 
assuro  him .  that  I  most  sincerely  applaud  the '  zeal,  and 
appi-edate  the  warmth  which  provokea  him  ;  and  thou/gh  I 
pi  all  jtimcs  profess  my  disinclination  to  enter  on  any  invi* 
dious  comparison  between  the  rospective  merits  of  those  whoso 
iiiiliBgs  are  consigned  to  the  silence  of  the  gravci  I  h^rc^ 
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Ikowerer.  mj  clhtm  to  that  species  of  panegyric  wbjch  tibot 
liononrftble  ge^tlenpan  has  pronounced  trpoa  his  ^^ps^rteil: 
flrknd..  I  Tnaj  be  allowed  to  do  justice  to  ttie  n^n)brj^pfji^iq^| 
iHfhoK  ammbiiity  of  mind  both  to  attach  friends  anclto  9f^ 

Kise  enemies^  wai  admitted  by  that  honodr^btq  genflemiiQV 
t  I  must  own,  thai'wtien  he  adverted  to  thai  ffffii 
character,  I  could  jiot  e^^pect  from  him  such  par^Jniony  of 
praise ;  I  ^id  icbpclode  that  fie  who  had,  Jnrini^  hi^ivhol^ 
polificAUiie,  made  one  measure  (the  Slave  Tra^)  the  v^/ 
object  of  .hi^  souT,  withoat  which  his  conscience  could  neror 
be  at  rest— on  which  he  placed  bis  hnppin^iss  in  this  Ufe^  and^. 
rested  Ris  hope^  of  hereafter — I  say,  t  did  expept  timt  hp 
would  bare  done  at  least  jnstice  to  the  memory  of  the  Statp9- 
man  und^  Whose  auspices  tbat  great  object  was  accompliahi^dp 
and  to  th)e  pure  and  disinterested  consistency  with  wnigh  be 
iifiifonpt/ advocated,  and  uhimately  press^l  it»  adopiion— - 
{Ht'arl  hear  I)  No  man,  it  was  true,  raorq  ploqw^ntl/  . 
igned  the  injustice-  df  that  disgraceful  trtifSp,  than  tibioji 


arra 


departed  character,  the  theme-of  the  honourable  ^ptleniapV 
f Mr.  Wtlberforce)  full  panegyric ;  but  it  was  rewarkftt)ta 
that  orb  this  point,  he  that  could  carry  in  ibis  House  j^vo/ 
either  thing,  was  sure  to  be  defeated  by  the  i^uggestiopi  Qjf 
Mr.  Secretary  Gradual  (Lord  Ma\y\l\e).'^lffeatl,fi.€ar.\) 
But  what  my  departed  friend  (Mr*  Fox)  prpfes^  out  ^j^ 
place,  in  power  he  supported.  He  would  admit  pio  QQrsf,^ 
|>romise,  but  hazarded  the  security  of  his  goyernmeut  |o  evi«€^ 
hfa  sincerity  of  principle.  It  was  he  (hat  retrieved  the; 
natiori  ftom  that  turpitude  and  deadly  sin,  which  the 
honourable  gentkman  (Mr.  Wilberforc^}  i;oi)sciQnti€|iisIy , 
believed  to  amct  every  individual  of  a  nation  which  admitted 
such  a  traffic;  that  which  he  thought  to  be  tlus  salvation  oT, 
the  empire,  my  friend  accomplbh^;  and  if  ever  Uicre  was 
that  man,  in  whose  heart  thp  memorr  of  aoother  shoula 
have  been  canonused  with  superior  attacnipeiit.  ( should  hav9 
.thought  it  was  the  ipemory  of  Mr.  Fox  in  the  hoiTtof  U^Oi 
honourable  gentleman  (Cr/e5  of  JTeor!  hcarW  Tbei^AretVQ 
points  which  I  feel  it  impossible  to  overlook ;  the  conditipn  ta 
which  wc  are  placed,  ana  the  condition  oftbagoyerDment.  A« 
to  ourselves,  i  contend  that  we  are  at  th  is  mqvient  np  HoMse  pi 
Commons,  and  tb^t  the  men  who  dare  tp^^equte  the  fanctioJ99 
of  goveniment  are  guilty  of  usurpation.  The  very  avowal 
tiiat  it  was  open  to  them  to  exercise  such  fuhctiomt  fsven 
Jfcough  the  assertion  be  not  carried  into  f&ct,  U  tiea9PP^U* 


{t  1$  an  act  of  hij^  tnsasoii  to  tbe  bmu  whadare  mdie  tte 
proposilioni  and  misprlrion  of  treason  in  this  House  patient^ 
to  Bsfen  to  mcIi  doctrine  {Hear^  hear  /)    They  are  a  aeir 
Due^torjTy  geff-elecled  and  8eIf*cooitnictffI»  upneld  bjr  noF 
thing  but  their  own  forcible  mauie  of  tbe  attribateB  and 
and  prercttatiTes  of  the  Crown*  Theie  is  no  other  diatiiiciMiit 
between  them  and  the  ExecutiTe  Directory  of  France  in  tbe 
jWi  I79t5,  only  tl|^at4he  latter  owed  their  apfmntmcat  t» 
th^  appeamnce  at  least  of  popular  choice.    It  woulilf  indeed, 
in  this  em  of  mtlitarj  expeditions,  be  some  consoktioii  io 
ihink  that  our  Directory  could  boast  such  a  skilful  engineer 
as  the  French  had  in  Oarnot    There  is,  however,  one  siml* 
Btnde,  that  at  the  head  of  the  French  Directory,  as  well  as  our 
own,  there  was  a  Lawyer,  of  the  name  of  Rcubel  (^A  laugh). 
And  I  recall  thb  io  im  attention  of  the  gentlemen  opposite, 
ftat  when  the  day  of  serious  account  shall  come,  as  come  it 
must,  the  right  honourable  the  Cbanodtor  of  tlie  Exchequer^ 
at  a  time  wnea  precedent  passes  for  every  thing,  and  com- 
mon sease  and  tne  CbnstitutbD  for  nothing,  be  might  have 
the  fun  advanta^  of  the  case  of  Reabclv   id  Urngk).    As 
to  our  own  condition,  we  seem  to  act  under  the  imprcssioi^ 
that  what  the  Monarchy  has  lost  has  been  divided  araonsst 
oundves;    Wberas  tbe  Royal  power  is  so  fundamentaliy 
interwoven  with  every  other  interest  in  tlie  state,  that  by  its 
interruption  the  life  and  power  of  Parliament  is  paralyzed* 
We  are  a  sort  of  sbeer*hulk  run  adrift,  without  either 
rudder,  mast,  or  pilot    If  this  was  your  first  sessions,  what 
privileges  could,  in  your  preset  state,  belong  to  you,  do- 
inandra,  as  such  pn?ilqges  are  in  the  first  mstance,  front 
the  Crown  ?    Have  you  committees  of  religion,  justice,  or 
privileges— measures    which  cbamcteriie  your  legislative 
existence  I  Do  you  print  your  votes  ?  How,  then,  can  you 
a^ume  the  front  and  mien  of  a  legislative  body  ?    The 
worthy  baronet  (Sir  F«  Burdett)  had  on  a  former  occasion 
doubted  your  power  to  issue  a  writ  for  a  vacant  boroujBflt. 
In  answer  to  bis  objection,  it  was  stated  that  in  the  year  1789 
writs  after  much  dclilxTatuni  were  roovcil  for  and  issiu'ici.  The 
fact  was^ot  so.    A  writ  for,  Colchester  was  in  the  usua( 
mamiflr  iroved.    The  S|)eaker  was  Uie  person  who  intimated 
the  objection.     The  writ  was  granted ;  but  what  foUowied  ^ 
The  unsuccessful  party  presented  a  petition  against  the 
undue  return^    That  petition  you  dectamd  your  inability 
to  entertain,    ^here,  then,  I  ask,  is  your  power  to  issue^ 
when'  you  have  not  authority  io  examine  whether  the  return 


ifjkii.S.]       fYATB«FTmirA.tt«»«#mBaBmrr.         4dS 

ia  tiMl  1^ is  legd  or  ^HtiF  Wft«|ir  in  a  iMt  mismtib 
silmtioo ;  and  a  roguri^ibr  .out  eini  klignityi  if  no  (^«r 
OMBideratiDn  Ins  (nnrer  to  influflnoe,  ought  to  cimpel  im 
Bot  Co  lose  an  boar  in  takii^tlM  moA  proiapt  mofttiB  tOMt 
rid  of  the  difficulty.  Bat  if  lien  we  looli  (o  our  forei^a  mn^ 
tions,  can  we  see  no  difiercnoe  in  the  prospect^  of  tbo  tiMM* 
at  this  moraeaty  and  wiien  the  miflcrable  pveecdent  of  17flS 
was  ioCioduoed  I  What,  I  isk,  b  the  object  and  argnment 
of  him  who  is  now  the  Eni|>eror  of  Franoe,  whoie  title  it  is 
foUj  to  deny  ?  What  are  the  principle  to  which  Im  pdicy 
fives  utterance  thfoui^baut  the  extensiYe  range  of  his  op« 
pteasive  influtmoe  ?  That  Revdution  whidi  was  to  impart 
peace  to  oottages,  iand  destnictioo  to  thrones,  bas  endea  in 
the  eBtafaJishment  of  mors  thrones,  and  the  desolation  of 
SAoie  cottages,  than  the  afflicted  world  ever  before  witnessed 
iHeuTy  fiear  /)•  Has  he  not  declared  the  distant  dynasties  of 
£arope  to  be  unsound  and  rotten,  and  professed  his  iritentiofli 
lo  aoconiplish  their  ultimate  subversion?  In  spreading 
through  the  unhappy  nations  subjected  to  bis  will  the  hor- 
sors  and  hard8hi{»  of  his  unfeeling  despofism,  of  what 
powers  of  oppression  does  be  avail  himself?  Are  not  his 
instruments  kings,  deckal  out  m  all  the  .exterior  trappings 
of  royalty,  but  divested  'of  all  the  means  of  gmce  ana  be» 
aignity,  to  win  attachtnent^  or  to  reconcile  privation  ?— * 
(iifear,  Aear,  heart)  Warm  as  onr  sympathy  must  be 
for  the  unhappy  people  sahjecled  to  his  caprice  and  sacri- 
ficed to  the  objects  of  bis  criminal  ambition,  it  is  impossible? 
also  not  to  feel  for  those  unhappy  persons  who,  temporarily 
mised  to  thrones  and  sceptres,  have  been  disgraced  and 
cashiered »  for  the  abomination  of  exercbihg  over  ifaeir 
subjects,  a  moip  mitigated  tyranny  than  his  vile  policy 
dictated.  The  executioners  of  hi^  vengeance,  he  places  them 
on  a  platform  and  calls  that  a  throne.  He  puts  a  whip  of 
scorpions  in  tbeir  handsj  and  calls  that  a  sceptre.  (Heaty. 
heariyy  See,*'  said  he  to  the  ill-fated  Prince  of  Asturias,  '<  the 
folly  of  l)eing  popular-— behokl  the  people  of  all  nations 
panting  for  retribution— -Kings  they  must  and  do  hate." 
Shall  ithen,  by  my  vote  this  night,  give  currency  to  such 
doctrine?. Shall  this  House  furnish  him  with  ac^itionalar^ 
gnments  in  support  of  such  principles,  foliovod  by  an  illus* 
tration  of  which  he  would  not  fail  to  take  adv^tage  ?  WUl 
you  allow  to  him  the  power  of  saying  to  the*  nations  of  the 
oaitb,  ^^,  Has  not  m^  opinion  been  well  fottn4ed  ?— is  it  not 
bumaii  nature  itsrif  ?    Can  you  doubt  when  you  sec  Great 
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tiiaOf  gveedily  «tbe  the  fiist  opportaMtytlwt  faMooomredy 
te  curtail  4he  kgilimate  wmtn  of  the  Sovereign,  and  hi 
Mch  (dB  emetfgaicy  to  ohmewher  abnott  tho  Momsdbj 
jMf  ?' WHfur,  A€iir  f )  Shall  1  thoo,  or  irill  tfaii  House,  be- 
eoau}  the  itttroment  of  Napoleooi  in  fomidihi|r  bin  wtth 
IHtistmtioo  fiifottiable  to  his  detertahb  obiect*  ?  It  is  a  libel, 
Mle  as  fadi,  todescribe  such  to  be  the  fefffings  of  the  people 
of  these  raabm,  or  to  attribote  to  the  Prince  any  qualities 
whichy  io  the  remotest  dq^ee^  can  warrant  suBpi€ion.(  Hear  I 
Aear  1)  Whatever  are  my  hopes  and  views  of  reform,  J  say 
now,  as  I  have  ever  said,  that  we  are  struggling  to  presrryo 
a  condition  of  society  iar  above  that  which  tl^  otl^  civi- 
liced  natbns  of  the  world  haveattafaied*  Is  then  this  the 
aiomcnt  lo  fetter  or  restrict  the  coastitiftionat  powers  of  him 
"whom  the  public  voice  has  unanimously  caUed  to  preside 
over  our  destiny  during  the  unhappy  indisposition  of  his 
Sovereign  and  Father?  Shall  we  send  him  forth  with  a 
broken  shield  and  half  a  spear  to  that  contest,  on  the  issue 
of  which  depends  not  alone  the  safety  of  Great  Britain^  imt 
the  rights  and  happiness  of  mankind  i^ffhen  Mr.  SAeri- 
dan  iot  down^  cries  of  Hesr !  hear !  amtumedfifr  some  mo* 
merits.) 

Mr.  Comdng  (amidst  a  general  call  fer  question)  rosp,  and 
expressed  his  intention  of  not  trespassitig  upon  the  ioduW 
gence  of  the  House  for  any  length  of  time.  The  purpose 
for  which  he  rose,  was  to  express  an  opinion  on  a  subject 
which  was  so  nearly  allied  by  his  fcdiags.  In  ezpreasiag 
that  opinion,  he  was  compelled  to  declare  his  decided  dis* 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  question  had  been 
discussed  by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (SirS.  Romilly) 
on  a  former  evening.  He  could  not  sit  silent  and  listen  to  the 
language  of  that  right  hon.  gent,  when  speaking  of  that  HIiis* 
trious  statesman  (Mr.  Pitt),  without  feeling,  at  &  sane  timcL 
that  the  memorv  of  that  gentleman  had  been  attacked  witn 
a  species  of  undeserved  severity,  which  the  subtect  in  dis» 
Cussion  did  not  at  all  warrant*  VV  hat  good  could  be  dedved 
from  grounding  the  question  on  the  principles  of  these  who 
presided  during  the  proceedings  cf  former  times  ?  At  pie- 
sent,  as  a  new  government  was  to  be  found,  it  was  ceitainlf 
Unnecessary  that  unanimity  should  mevuil ;  but  it  appealed 
to  be  the  wish  of  son^e  persons  to  disturb  the  ashes  of  the 
dead,  to  kindle  anew  the  flame  of  contention  among  the 
living.    He  hoped  he  should  not  be  found  speakiqg  on  omf 
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occasipn  with  contempt  of  those  irho  ]iiu}  taken  paxt  m  tlu^ 
fonnerdebatfs;  butne  trusted  it  irould  pot  be  assertedt 
that  the  idol  worshipped  by  those  whose  ,poIitica}  senUi^eoji* 
difiered  ironi  his, .  was  to  lie  raised  on  the  sepulchre  of  thai 
statesman  he  wa^  pro.ud  to  call  hiseyer-reyered,  illustriausi 
and  honoured  friend ;  he  thought  thie  lustre  of  that  states* 
man  could  not  be  so  tarnished.  Before  they  entered  upof  ' 
the  new  theatre  of  government^  ne  thought  every  unpWj 
iant  feeling  ought  tp  be  forgotten.  An  hon.  apd  leafn^ 
gentleman  (Sir  $•  Romilly)  Imd  the  merit,  if  merjt  it  walk 
of  opcsimg  in  the  kind  of  debate  he  had  noticed.— (fFrar) 
X^or  !>-ji^  should  abstain  from  following  thai,  hout  and 
\  learned  gentlemai|Lythrough  his  speech,  but  ne  must  obser?^ 
on  that  part  where  he  had  said,  ^^  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  a  |^ten( 

*  man/*  they  lived  in  times  of  heroics,  and  there  was  o  ffigauf 
tic  person  who  said,  '^  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  a  great  man.  --rH^ 
would  defy  the  ingenuity  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
to  draw  a  picture  of  human  grandeur,  which  should  excludo 
irom  his  view  the  sight  of  that  great  statesman.  He4l^oul4 
always  speak  with  respect  of  the  naikie  coupled  with  Mr^ 
Pitt,  and  he  would  telUhathon.  and  learned  geiitlemani  tnaf 
(he  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt,  however  they  find  their  fedingf 
aroused  by  the  unhandsome  and  ill-tiiped  attacks  upon  nif 
memorF  and  character,  would  never  so  &r  for|(et  ^e  ve^ 
spectoue  to  themselves,  as  to  call  forth  expressions  of  illi« 
berality  and  iujustice-^they  would  disdam  to  retaliate* 
He  ^fas  at  a  loss  to  ccmceivo  why  they  had  been  called  fortb|» 
A  circumstance  had  occurred  in  the  Brazils,  which,  when 

•  told,  might  perhaps  elucidate  that,  point.  A  question  hacl 
cpme  under  discussion .  of  the  government  on  a  religious 
topic,  in,whioh  a  reverend  clergyman  from  the  country  op* 
posed  the  measure,*  which,  was  onet)f  toleration;  the  reve* 
rend  person  was  reminded  that  the  Catholic  religion  was 
tolerated  in  England,  to  which  the  clergvman  replied,  that 
though  the  false  religion  was  bound  to  tolerate  the.  true,  yet 
the  trtoe  iras  not  bound  to  tolerate  the  &lfie.    On  the  same 

Sriacipl^  those  who  calumniated  Mr.  Pitt  judge  those  who 
iffered  from  them  in  their  political  creed.  He  did  not 
presume  to-' say  what  should  be  the  extent  of  the  Executive 
power,  but  lie  thought  that  placing  the  great^  V^^^ 
which  the  Constitution  would  ^^nt  in  the  hands  of  hi^ 
^yal  Highness  woukl  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 
.  Sn*  S.  RomUty  said,  that  it  was  a  little  extraordinary 
(liat  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  was  able  yesterday  so 
completely  toab&tain  from  answering  that  part  of  his  speech 
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mhith  appeared  to  hate  given  him  so  much  offence,  shoald 
now,  after  S4  hoars  consideration,  Judge  it  proper  to  exbi* 
bit  80  much  zenl  for  his  fi-icnd,  in  reply  to  the  attacks  which 
lie  stated  to  hafe  been  made  against  him.  He  said  that 
<^  (Sir  S.  Romiliy)  had  first  the  honour,  if  honour  it  was  to 
be  called,  of  turning  the  debate  on  the  character  of  Mr. 
TaV^  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  however,  knew,  and  coutd 
Mt  avoid  knowing,that  it  was  not  he  who  first  introduced  the. 
tame  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  debate.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
w/wii  know  that  he  himself  (Mr.  Canning)  hSd  spokea 
highly  of  the  authority  ^ith  wlikit  the  character  of  Mr* 
Pttt  had  dotfaed  the  precedent  of  1788,  and  he  thdnght  it 
Becessaty,  therefore,  to  apologise  to  the  House  for  depart* 
ing  from  a  precedent  supported  by  such  .  high  authority. 
Ht  would  be  ashamed  ofiiimself  if  on  the  present  or  i^ny 
Ather  occasion  he  should  wantonly  aod  unnecessarily  intro* 
duoe  a  topic  merely  with  a  wish  of  saying  any  thing  inju* 
tious  to  tfie  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt,  or  of  any  body  else,  tf  ha 
was  contending  in  a  court  of  justice,  ana  a  precedent  dted 
aninst  him,  which  was  stated  to  l)e  authority  almost  con^ 
dusivc.  it  would  become  his  duty  to  examine  what  was  the 
real  value  of  the  precedent,  and  of  the  authority  that  was 

S|aoted ;  and  in  so  doing  he  might  be  obliged  to  speak 
reely  of  the  professional  character  of  some  judge  that  wai 
dead,  without  being  actuated  by  any  motive  of  malice  to  his 
inemory.— When  he  yesterday  said,  that,  notwithstanding 
Mn  Pitt's  great  talents,  he  could  never  consider  him  a  great 
man,  he  gnve  it  as  his  reason  for  that  opinion,  that  he  dic( 
not  know  that  those  great  talents  were  ever  applied  to  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  any  part  of  hfs  Majesty^s 
subjects.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  have  shewn 
the  part  of  the  people  whose  condition  bod  been  improved 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  if  nc  could  have  fixed  on  any  part  of  the  era» 

£ire,  "  to  lead  his  history  in  a  nation^s  eyes,"  that  would 
ave  been  some  answer  to  him ;  but  he  could  see  nothing  in 
Ihepompousami  eloqueutdisplay  ofzeatexhibtted  this  night| 
»fler  S4  hours  consideration,  which  could  at  all  shake  the 
foandafion  of  the  opinion  which  he  had  last  night  expressed. 
Sir  F.  Burdcttj  alluding  to  what  had  just  pas>sed,  decbFed 
Ihn  t  the  zeal  of  the  right  hon,  gentleman  appeared  to  him  very 
unbreoming,  and  hoped  the  reception  it  had  experienced 
would  prevent  his  betraying  the  same  feelings  for  the  time  to 
come.  With  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  he 
had  fenowh  from  having  for  the  period  of  sixloffi  years  been 
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iC  iXase  obfieryerof  his  condnct ;  the  rj^t  bon.  ^ntleman* 
itas  in  ftct  a  panegyrist  of  the  system  orwliich  Mr.  Pitt  whs 
the  head.  He  had  no  wish  to  add  to  the  warmth  which 
had  lieen  expressed  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  his  wish  to  re- 
serve the  obserrations  he  had  to  make  on  the  memory  oC 
Mr.  Pitt,  until  the  qnestion  had  been  discussed  which  ihea 
ciilUd  for  their  attention. 

'The  qn^tion  being  loudly  called  for,  stranjB;erB    were 
offered  to  withdraw,  when  the  House  divided  : — 

For  Mr.  PercevaVs  motjpn,  to  give  the  Queen  unlimited 
power  over  the  Household^         .        •        •       914 

Againstit    •  *.    .    •        • .      .    .    •    .    •        S17 

Majority  against  Ministers      '  «-        •        •  5 

fTfae  Resolutions,  theiefinre,  as  presented  to  the  Lords^  go  to 

*  restrain  the  Regent  from  the  granting  of  Peerages,  &c. 

for  a  limited  term ;  but  they  grant  him  the  whole  of  the 

Hottsehold,    except  what   the  two  Houses  may  deem 

'  suitable  to  the  care  of  his  Majesty^s  person.]] 


HOUSE  OF  LORD& 

*  f     •  •  •  * 

.    THURSDAY,   ^  AM  VARY  3. 

•  ■  *  ■  '  a 

STATS  OF  THE   KATION^-REGBNCT. 

Lord  CKve  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  a  message,  desiring  a  conference  on 
the  subject  matter  of  t|ie  last  conterence. 

'  On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  House  agreed 
ta  a  conference,  and  the  messengers  being  again  called  in^ 
were  informed  bjr  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  the  Lords 
agreed  to  a  conference  presently  in  the  Painted  Cbaml)er. 

Shortly  afterwards  mr.  Quarme,  the  Deputy  Usher  of 
t^e  Black  Rod,  came  to  the  bar,  and  announced  that  the 
Commons  were  waiting  the  conference  in  ^e  Painted 
(^ban^ber. 

,  The  following  lords  were  appointed  managers  of  the  con- 
ference : — ^The  jLord  President  (Earl  Camoen),  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal  (Earl  6{  Westmorland),  &rl  Graham,  (Buke 
Vol.  L~1811.  3Q 
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of  MmlroB^y  &ii  Saihuis^  tke  Eod  of  Jinsipofll»  tk» 
Earl  of  Haivoivfags  theBisliop  oT  KilUa,  and  Lord  Wal- 
suiirkami  who  went  biih* 

Oq  tkueijr  return  mkni  tifterwards,  fiarl  Otvmd«ii  reporled 
Ihe  communicatioa  of  the  Iteiolatiaos  agreed  4o  last  iiiglil^ 
wliich  were  read  by  tlie  Clerk. 

The  Earl  of  jUverpool  moved,  tliat  the  Honsa  naolft 
i)t8clf  into  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  die  Nation  io^marwmr^ 
Aat  the  Ix>rds  be  summoned,  and  that  tbe  ResolutiMM  be 
icferied  to  the  CiDmmlt(ee.-«Onlered. 

ISSUE  OF  XdlTBT. 

The  Earl  of  TJverpool  stated*  that  a  qnestion  had  arisen 
vslative  to  the  issue  of  money  Wltf  <be' ApprO|Nriatlon  act, 
for  the  serrioes  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  moved  for  a 
oflil^  of  a  waraant  tenei  bgr  the  liordb  of  the  Timnry  on' 
theJlst  of  Deoembert  ajtid  of  the  correspondence  respecting 
it  trbich  had  passed  between  them  and  the  Auditor,  of  the 
Ekcheqner. 

Lord  GtemMk  iaid>  from  the  snnn^  in  whidi  tin  ^tuMe 
earl  had  opened  the  motion,  tat  shoiiid  merely  state  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PROTESTS. 

The  Earl  of  Mown  vibsertred)  that  firMi  -an  aukwaid  inat* 
teotion  in  winding  up  the  Journals,  tbe  name  of  a  noble 
lord  (Grenville),  stoned*  to  a  Protest  in  1008,  had  been  cut 
off;  and  as  the  noble  lord  was  anxious  that  his  sentiments 
contained  in  the-  pnilest  ahouWI  eo  down  to  posterity,  he 
therefore  moved  that  Lord  GronviUe  have  Imve  ta  ^iga  his 
name  to  the  above  protest'.— Ordered. 

Tke  Earl  ofLherpool  called  tike  attention  of  tlie  House 
to  the  circumstanoe  of  some  noble  lords  having  sighed  a 
protest  some  nights  since,  against  the  Besolutions  i^reedt» 
by  the  House,  who  were  not  present  on  the  Report,  and 
therefore  were  not  entitled  to  sien  tbe  Protest,  beiog  a|punsl 
the  decision  of  tbe  House,  ana  not  against  the  (ucision  of 
the  Committee,  and  suggested  Aat  when  the  Lords  In  whoaa^ 
he  alludedi  were  in  the  Houses  they  should  be  called  on 
to  state  whether  they  were  present  on  the  Report  or  nol. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence  amed  in  the  point  of  ngulaifty' 
Suggested  by  the  noble  ean^  and  supposed  that  if  the  fti^ 
%fis  aa  stated^  that  the  lords  wbo^  tliua  .sifoed  te 
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MloieBl  bad  dent  U  meifAyflKmno^  being  aware  at  the  fime 
of  the  Tule  of  the  Hc^use; 

After  waitinj^  some  ttme,,  tfte  Earl  of  Lit^rpopl  came  hii 
and' Mid  he  waa  sorry  their  lordships,  had  been  kept  waiting, 
but  he  would  take  care  tbeie  smald  be  no  .ddajiuthe 
printing  of  ihe  fNipers. 

VbeHoQse  usniediately  adjourned  to  the  fbHowin^  day . 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THmtSBAT^  JANUARY  3. 
ttSUB  09  MONBT. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  FjJtchequer  said,  ih?it  a  difficult  had 
arisen  under  the  existing  circumstances,  with  resptet  to  the 
wue  of  sums  of  money  from  tiie  Exchequer,  fyx  the  service 
of  the  Armjr  and  the  Nayy ;  and  hers  he  wishdd  tiie  House  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  sums  required  to  be  issued  had  bo^ 
distinctlj  and  speciflcallj  appropriated  Ui  thos^  services'by 
that  House ;  but  a^  a'  difficulty  had  occurred  betweeu  the 
departments  of  the  Treasury  and  Exchequer,,  he  had  felt  it 
bis  daty  to  bring  it  before  jnirliament,  and  to  ask  of  that 
Mouse  the  antbority  of  a  resbriition  to  obviate  the  difficulty » 
Here  he  was  anxious  to  be  distinctly  understood,^  that  in  any 
thing  he  then  a^aid  or  might  hereafter  say  upon  this  subject, 
it  was  (kr  from  his  intention  to  fling  any  blame  up6Q  those 
who,  in  the  conscientious  sense  of  wnat  was  their  duty,  dif« 
ibed  from 'him  and  the  Treasury,  however  much  ne  la* 
viented  that  they  did  not  see  the  matter  in  the  light  in 
which  itiMresentcd  itself  to  him*.  In  the  present,  stage  he 
thought  that  it  wa^  unnecessary  and  unfair  to  enter  into  any 
discussion,  or  indeed,  even  statement  of  the  circumstance^ 
until  the  House  should  be  in  possession  of  the  fii^ts  them- 
sdves ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  period  that  would  intervene 
between  that  time  and  to-morrow,  would  b^  sufficient  to 
ftirnlsh  the  House  with  those  Ihcts.  He  should)  thereforei 
now  move  for  the  production  of  the- papers  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  and  that  those  papers  be  printed;  this  tie  be* 
lieyed  could  be  done  within  a  few  hours,  and  hesboi^d 
then  refer  those  papers  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow.  He  begged  the  House  to 
understand,  that  although  he  had  intend^  to  apply  to  that . 
.  House^  it  was  not  in  oraer  to  obtain  a  previous  indemnity^ 
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bat  latber  to  have  their  siib0eqa<»t  opioioa  with  lespect  to 
the  authority  which  the  servaots  of  the  Crown  had  at* 
tempted  to  execute.  He  then  moved,  ^^  That  there  be 
laid  before  the  House,  a  CQpjr  of  a  warrant  from  the  Lords 
CommittiODen  of  his  Bfajesty's  Treasury,  directed  to  the . 
Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  ana  dated  the  3l8t  of  December 
]ast,  to/j^ether  with  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  between  tne  Treasurer  and  the  Auditor  of  the 
Exchequer,  upon  the*  subject  of  the  said  warrant.**  Here 
Mr*  Perceval  said,  that  if  there  should  be  any  objection  as 
io  the  formality  of  his  motion,  and  that  notice  should  be  re- 
quired, he  should  moye  it  for  that  day,  and  five  notice  of  the 
motion  for  to-morrow.  (Nof  no,  from  the  UpposiUonO  He 
moved  it  acoordlqgly,  and  the  q^uestion  being  put — 

Mr.  Pamonby  said,  that  the  right  honourdble  gentleman 
had  ftUen  into  a  great  misapprehension  if  he  thought  that- 
auiy  objection  would  be  made  to  his  motion  by  those  at  that 
side  of  the  House  merely  because  of  want  of  notice.  Hie. 
thought  the  motion  to  be  of  that  pressing  nature  which  ner 
cessarily  exempted  it  from  strict  compliance  with  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  the  House-— the  right  nonourable  gentleman 
iptended  to  move  also,  that  those  papers  should  be  printed ; 
that  right  honourable  ^ntleman  must  be  aware  lipw  im- 
possible it  vms  for  hun  (Mr.  Poosonby)  to  know  bow  fiir 
those  papers  contained  adequate  information  to  enable  the 
House  to  judge  of  the  whole  merits  of  tlia  case.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  every  paper  necessary  to  be  had,  was  com- 
piehended  in  the  present  motion.  Since  the  difficulty  had 
come  upon  them>  he  wished  they  had  been  better  prepared 
for  meeting  it ;  and  he^  could  not  help  thinking,  that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  at  an  earlier  period  appliedto  the  officers  of  the  £x- 
cheauer  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  would  be  their 
conauct  in  a  case  of  such  emergency  ;  for  surely  it  was  not 
provident  to  wait  the  chance  of  any  impediment  in  the  way 
of  the  public  service,  and  ix>  defer  the  discussion  that  must 
take  place  up<m  it  till  the  very  moment  the  money ^  was  ac« 
tually  wanted*— a  difficulty  now  stood  in  the  wa^  of  the 
public  service,  and  it  could  not  be  met  and  obviated  too 
•Qon,  for  the  wants  of  the  Army  and  Navy  called  for  imme^ 
diate  attention.  It  had  been  stated  by  the  right  honourable 
g^tleman,  at  the  time,  that  he  was  persuading  the  House, 
to  adjournments  from  fortnight  to  fortnight,  that  no  iiuxm^. 
vehience  could  possibly  result  to  the  public  business  from 
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8U6li  drlij»--«eirii>ns  iqconveoieQce  hail,  hdwever^  notwith* 
tsandiug  that  prediction  oceurred,  and  was  likdy  stiUto 
occur.  He  again  expresaed  his  regret  that  the  r^btho* 
iiQurable  .gentleman  had  not  commeoiced  earlier,  so  as  that 
House  might  not  appear  to  act  from  the  mere  spur  of  .die 
QCcasioD)  without  being  enabled  to  give  to  the  sabject  tJhe 
deliberation  its  importance  required.  /   t 

Mr.  Ticrnty^  after  complimenting  tlie  candour  and 
temper  with  which  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  bad 
made  his  statement,  asked  if  tlie  House  was  tounderstandf. 
that  the  corrospoiidence  moved  for  was  alt  that  could  be  ne- 
cessary to  a  right  understanding  of  the  subject  ?  He  wished 
\q  know,  if  in  that  coriespondeiice  wouki  appear  all  the  dif- 
ficulties that  had  impeded  the  is^ue  of  the  public  money  I 
Was  the  whole  difficulty  complained  of  confined  to  the 
issue  of  monies  \  and  if  it  was,  was  there  no  other  modu 
Idt  than  chat  of  applying  to  the  Houae  \  He  thoiigbt,  that 
if  there  were  other  difficulties  not  contained'  in  the  corre- 
spondence ordered,  it  would  be  expedient  that  the  Hoiise 
should  have  a  more  formal  inlimatioti  of  them* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sMy  that  he  feltthaak- 
ful  for  the  forbearance  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  in  the.  pre* 
sent  stage  of  the  business,  and  that  all  he  had  now  to  say,  in 
answer  to  the  questions  put  to  him,  was,  that  ki  the  firit 
place,  with  respect  to  the  delayi  be  was  not  afraid  #f  being 
able  to  satisfy  the^House  upon  that  head,  when  the  whole 

auestbn.came  before  them ;  and  that  as  to  the  full  extent  of 
le  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Treasury,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  could  answer  that  question  in  a  word^  but  he 
would  endeavour  to  do  so  in  a  few  words.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  inconvenience  had  resulted  to  the  public 
service  as  yet,  but  he  should  explain  all  the  circumstances 
to  the  House  respecting  the  nature  of  those  difficulties*  The 
Exchequer  act,  under  which  monies  for  the  public  service 
were  issued»  required  that  the  issues  of  all  monies  should  be 
either  imder  the  GreatSeal,  the  Privy  Seal^  or  by  act  of  Par- 
liament He  acknowledged  that  it  appeared  to  him  upon 
the  face  of  the  act  itself>  that  a  warrant  from  the  Treasury 
to  the  Exchequer  would  have  been  sufficient,  and  it  was  his 
original  int^tion  to  have  taken  this  course;  at  the  same 
time  he  accompanied  this  avowal  with  the  opinion  -  of  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  who,  from  the  coostmctiou 
of  the  act,  doubted  whether  such  warrant  wpuld  have  been 
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liriollj  leg^h  He  Ihoogkt,  howemr,  that  the  imictice  of 
the  Excbeoucr  luid  been  aninst  that  interpretatioii.  With 
vmptct  ta  tM  issue  iinder  t  be  Great  ftail,  there  had  been  do 
iiimiice  of  moniei  being  isnied  under  thte  GreatSeaHorser- 
▼Joet-of  tliat  kind,  as  the  mone^  issoed  under  the  Great  Seal 
.Has  ^enjevallj)  if  not  always,  for  chril  purposes ;  of  the  two 
lemainjng  modes— by  act  of  PterKaoient,  or  the  Privy  Seal. 
He,  of  course,  preferred  the  way  by  Priyy  Seal,  on  account 
#f  two*  advantages  which  it  posseted  peculiarly^  that  of  the 
Iiord  Keeper  being  alone  responsible,  (as  be,  Mr.  I^eroeval 
and  his  colleagues  in  office,  bad  been  roost  anxious  to  take 
wpon  themselves  all  the  responsibilitv  of  such  aetsX  aiid 
also  the  advantage  of  being  in  itself  a  legal  older  when  pre- 
sented to  the  E^cheqaer,  though  the  peraon  who  affined  it 
ta  that  order  asight  be  hanged  for  doing  so.  Bat  it  so  hap- 
pened, that,  however  willing  the  Lora  Keeper  was  to  sign 
the  order,  it  would  by  the  act  be  inefficient,  witbont  the  at- 
testation of  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal  (Mr.  LarpentX  as 
without  his  signature,  the  Exchequer  might  reply,  that  as 
the  instrument  dkl  not  conie  to  them  with  all  the  customary 
formalities  annexed,  they  might  not  be  justified  in  obeying 
it ;  not  only,,  however,  was  the  Clerk  of  theTrivy  Seal  in- 
^posed  to  sign  it,  but  he  had  even  thought  that  by  virtue 
of  tae  oath  he  had  taken,  he  had  no  right  to  sign  it.  In  a 
ease  of  this  kind,  arising  ftom  the  scruples  of  a  conscientious 
man,  a  Rttolution  of  that  House  could  have  no  eflect,  and 
nothing  less  than  an  Act  of  Plarliament,  pr»  ianto^  would 
be  sulBeient.  As  to  a  formal  document,  he  should  en* 
deavour  to  procure  it  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Larpent  to  the 
Tjwasury,  expressive  of  his  scruples. 
/  Mn  llerney  said,  that  from  what  be  had  beard,  he  had 
supposed  it  to  be  undetstood  that  the  intention  pf  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  nirooced  by  an  order  under  the 
Frivy  Seat  had  been  impeded  only  by  the  scruples  of  the 
Clerk  to  the  Privy  Seal. 

Mr.  Scrop&  Bernard  asked  why  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ewhequer  bad  not,  in  the  instant  in  which  the  dificuity 
Qceurr^d,  applied  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament? 

Mr,  Perteoal  reibrred  the  honourable  gentleman  to  the 
discussion  which  waste  take  place  to-monrow,  ferasatia- 
laotory  answer  on  this  head ;  at  present  an  answer  would  be 
an  anticipation  of  what  he  thought  ought  not  to  be  entered 
into  beiore  the  facts  were  before  the  House. 
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Lord  Temple  tlnlugbl  it  a  ttiaCler  of  sndk  rooiliciii  W 
awid  delay « that  beiMiibted  the  prapiietj  of  onktwg  tbi^ 
faaeis  ta  be  priolod*  ,  t 

The  niotioa  beuin:  thai  agktsed  to, 

Ix>id  Buij^befBh  brought  lip  tAc  impen  moved  fbrywUob 
weto  orderod  to  be  plintol.^— AdjoaaMd.  ,     . 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
intiDAV,  jAiftraRr4. 

ISSUE  QP   MONEY*. 

«  * 

S^l  Spenrer,  allttdinglo  the  pttpen  maved  for  jresterday 
Iff  the  Earl  of  liverpooly  obsftrrea  thsit  the  nature  of  Ae 
woceadiiig  io  be  proposed  bad  not  been  expbuaed ;  batlio' 
bad  heard  it  reportM  that  Ihe  House  ifas  to  meet  to^morroW 
£m  the  purpose  of  conideriiig  it.  He  put  it^  therefeitf  im 
the  noble  earl^  whether  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  coavis^ 
aience  to  the  Hook  to  expbiin  the  nature  of  the  prooeeding' 
which  it  was  iistended  to  piopose. 

The  Emi  tf  Liverpool  saal)  that  a  qaestion  had  arfsHI 
respectinff  the  issue  of  money  nader  the  present  oimm*^ 
atMieee,  for  the  pobKc  serYice^^  and  it  was  possible  that  thegf 
might  reeeire  a  Gommonication  ifpoa  theBufoject  tonnoitow 
fiom  another  qoarten  Jf  that,  however,  should  not  be  the 
OMey  it  was  intended  to  propose  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
issue  of  the  money  to  supply  the  exigeneieB  of  the  puUie 
service. 

STATE  OF   THp   NATION — REGBNCV. 

\  The  Order  of  the  Day,  being  road,  the  House  resolved  it- 
fiBlf  into  %  Coiaaiitlee  on  the  Sate  of  the  Nation.  The  R^ 
solutions  comiaunicliied  from  the  Commons  ware  read  by 
the  Clerk.     ' 

I7ie  Earl  of  lAfeemooh — My  Lords,  before  I  proceed*  to 
the  discussion  of  tbe  Kesolutions  which  have  been  just  t«id, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  afotice  an  argument  which  has  been 
used — imputing  to  those  who  support  the  course  proposed 
by  Kestriction  a  want  of  delicacy » apd  a  conduct  durcspect* 
ful  towards  the  Prince  of  Wales.  I  bear  towards  that  il- 
lofttrious  PetiBOMige  as  much  respect  as  any  of  your  loi^jshtpst 
and  must  contend  that  the  fkir  and  coastitutional  way  of 
aigying  thb  question  is  to  it^son  upon  tfaoaevgreat  piibUa 
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prineipks,  Trhieb  so  strongly  apply  to  it,  ^bonl  relmiice 
to  the  individual.  AH  of  U8  are  agreed  that  the  Prince  df 
Wales  18  the  person  in  whom  the  exercise  of  the  Royal 
Authority,  during  the  present  melancholy  exigency^  oagbt 
16  be  vested ;  but  as,  in  arguing  any  question  respecting  the 
Prerogatiyes  of  the  Ciown,  the  personal  disposition  of  him 
who .  then  wears  the  Crown  can  have  no  reference  to  the  ar^ 
gument,  equally  \o  in  the  present  case  all  considerations 
personal  ix>  the  individual  whom  it  is  proposed  to  appoint 
Kegent,  ought  to  be  kept  out  of  the  discussion.  The  grand 
maxim  of  our  Constitution,  and  which  is  essential  to  the 
Monarchy,  is,  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong ;  but  the 
King  may  be  influenced  by  those  who  advise  him,  and  who 
are  responsible  for  their  advice.  Upon  the  same  principle 
of  the  Constitution,  I  contend  with  respect  to  the  RegeoCy 
whoever  he  may  be.  invested  with  the  exercise  of  the  Royat 
Authority,  that  he  can  do  no  wrongt  but  he  may  be  in- 
fkienced  by  advisers.  We  must,  theirone,  I^  contend,  con* 
sider  this  question  in  a  similar  point  of  view  to  a  question 
respecting  the  Prerogatives -of  the  Crown^  and  as,  in  the 
latter  casey  without  any  personal  reference  to  him  who  wears 
the  Crown,  so  in  the  former,  without  any  argument  directed 
perBonall  V  towards  him  whom  it  is  proposca  to  appoint  Re* 

Eit.  With  reference  to  the  object  of  the  ResoliKions  now 
ore  the  House,  on  looking  at  all  the  precedents  which  at 
aU  bear  upon  the  question,  wd  consulting  the  history  of  the 
ooontry,  I  can  find  no  instance  of  a  Regency  without 
restrictions,  except  in  two  cases,  which  were  clear  usurpa« 
tions.  The  great  principle  upon  which  our  ancestors  appear 
ict  have  actcxl  in  this  respect,  and  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
the  0reai  principle  upon  which  this  question  rests^  was  the 
distinfctlon  between  the  permanent  possession  of  the  rights  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  temporary  exercise  of  the  Royal  Au<- 
thority.  A  distinction  founded  upon  this  assumption,  that 
it  was  the  interest  of  the  King»  in  whom  was  peitnanenUy 
vested  the  rights  of  the  Crown  (^vested  undoubtedly  as  a 
trust  for  the  Ixrnefit  of  the  people),  to  preserve  and  to  main* 
tain  those  rights  ummpaired  and  without  abuse — but  that  it 
might  liecome  the  interest  of  the  Regent,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  temporary  duration  of  his  power,  to  abuse  the 
prerc^tives  with  which  he  was  entrusted,  and  thus  to  en- 
cumber the  exercise,  or  impede  the  restomtioh  of  the  power 
ana  rightsof  the  Crown,  on  the  resumption  of  the  Royal 
Authority  by  the  Sovereign.    Upon  this  broad  line  of  dis* 
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^yy:  apfslr  to  kafe  J)een  feu«dfld  Umi^  AwMctaMi  ulii^ii 
JiatreaiN^baipanl^*UBe96iMM9..<  I;do!iiot|.il«»im»^,iMrti 
to  iiflMt)  4itti  thfiw  k  lio  iiistanM  ^a^I^SQlicy  in.  ivoMilk 
M^Bepowf f .  of  the  Cniifm>wm"Mi  c«*tad ; '  b«l^  i^  u  ttm 
^iek  has  bien  alkididto,  the^etof  tbadst  ^  Ffaflip  imii 
Mir  J,  aMhaottbitht  eolire  pMwBoClhii  Ctwvf^  '9nmk4 
to  Philij),  as'JttipBBi,  hi  the  eimt  pf  .the  deatkoC  thle.Qfiii» 
loa^Uigaa  iafintftctfy  ^eft  1  cWeot  beiklre  that. the' ivfU^Af 
iwiftnnig  petngcatniM  coiureyedy  or  ^tutiatanaadtt toils 
coiH^md^-by  that  abt.  In  theA^^ency  ActaioCtte  94Al 
10(0.11.  andtheathiifhiBpfemMii  Majeity,  i  MhwIliUI 
ibe  poviar  of^  omferriag  peamgei  was  gmnta4i.)lMitf  thate 
<iias  eslabUBhed' In* each  inataace a  Goanotl^ UGmdmit.tm 
the-fikgeat.  IttoiiiitdCcouffebedaaidadaoQtedia9:taitiii| 
TOti|f|ui|peurcaia9laiio88  of  the  tiaies  mewrj  uirtMid9,,iiliBtfaar 
it  is  laoitaxMVent*.  16  lestraki  the  Be^mt  bj^al'ihasioftA 
Cbuadlof  CoDtroql^  av.lo  iavest  hua*  wiAh  Uas  thtiro(po«;er 
of  ih^  CHamy  9db|ait)to  tetuia  BcitiicaoiiB^iaitiiMKaiaifea 
of  id.  .3iiitlie^»citfaqfa.nnaoiity  whicb  mightiteli  fiatyAon^ 
orfiftdeaiTeaiaiitmighl;  ba  moiie  capodkot  ia»4n^ 
Beffentby  lamaaof .a CaoodLof  ContiduV} coafidictiig 4ifc 
fiUl  powdr  of  flieGioitiH<  thaa  to  ratrid  hftai^^pooiiaallrMo 
th«  exerciss  of  that  putma.  In  tho  oi$e  of  a^^Rag^jP-liiiify 
to  lasl  only  a  abort  tioie,  daring  iko  ttmponirjfiiiioapaeil^ 
of  the  Crown^  it^  been  deeaied  auNfoadirisiMoaplininoaltf^ 
bat  paatiaUy,  to  st^tiict  the  JEUgent  in  thai  aielwci  offttfe 
Boyal  Auithority •  The  princit>let  upon  ithich  tUs.  a jfctnO 
have  beet  adopied)  have  been  thesf^  that  witb  resmcib  ia 
mah&ag  .war^and  peace^  the  entertag:'  lafto  ti)^tie%.aatt* other 
tnatlta  of  Meat  political  importanotf^  the  Aq^BOtaharid  bt 
unfeatrictea*  Farliameat  having  io  itaidf  thciinaipaef  pronpt 
and  sufficient  ooutooal  to  iiKveaft  emy  daiyit Ja  the  lajuwefa 
of  the  ooantiyy  bat^that,  ia  those  pverogattivtaof  4heOaown^ 
tile  eiaeicise  of  whidh  ia  iareraoaUOf  aad,  ^heor^once  done 
cannot  be  teoaliedy  and  iirhieh  alto  aae  ibc'  a  Umfted'tinie 
not  enenUal  io  theeaaereise  of  tbi  Royal  Aafhocityy'iheie 
the  llpgcnt  should  be  icstfaiaed^  Uyon  these  princiatas 
woe  maded  the  pieoedaskt  of  178B ;  a  procesding  umnea  by 
^reat  mou^  against  whom  mnah  unmraited  calnmoy  has  of 
late  bemdureoteti,  but  a^gseat  paart  of  ^whose  fiune  and  asti'» 
mation  ia  the  cenntfy  arose  out  of  their  oonduct  in  that 
mooeeding,  and  'srbiea  subseqnently  iceeived  the  entho  ap* 
Vol.  L^lSll.  3  H 
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wdbalion  of  tKe  Throne.  -I  admit  that  there  isadiflfannoe 
»4iK  cifCiiniBlanoes  of  the  country  now  and  in  1788,  but 
•I  "the  tame  thne  wo  have  now  notonlya  hope,  bvt  a  oonfi^ 
detft  oxpectatkNi  of  bis  MajestT's  recovery.  I  adroit  tiiai 
tbeNi  are  other  circomslanoes  whicli  it  is  unneoeasary  now  to 
fO  tntoy  that  also  make  a  diflSMence  between  the  present  pe- 
find  tad  1788 ;  bat  these  circumstaaoes  do  not  aftet  die 
fnineiple  npon  which  we  onght  to  act  in  constihrting  a  Re- 
(icncy,  howeviprthey  may  limit  the  spniication  of  it.  The 
time  ptoposed  in  1788,  doring  which  tne  Restrictions  shoaU 
eontinte,  was  three  yeaf9--4t  was  now  proposed  to  oontimie 
ihem  only  for  a  twelvemonth,  before  the  expiration  of  which 
JMiaasent  will  have  been  sitting  about  si<  weeks,  when 
they  wiH  be  enabled  to  consider  whether  any  further  jarovi- 
•ioa  is  necessary  to  be  made,  the  great  object  now  being  to 
immde  fw  Ae  temporary  exercise  6f  the  Kiml  Aiithmtyv 
and  that  there  may  be  no  impediment  to  the  rail  resnmptidn 
hv  the  King,  upon  ki^  recovery,  of  the  Aiith<Hify  or  tho 
Crown.  It  is,  therefore,  upon  these  principies  that  the 
three  first  Resolutions  are  founded.  On  the  ftnirlh  Resolu« 
tsan^  for  tsldng  care  c^the  personal  property  of  the  King,  it 
is  not  nectsiarj  f<qr  me  to  say  any  thing,  no  oWection  having 
Imcd  made  io  iU  The  fifth  Resolution,  letatnre  to  the  cos- 
ted^  of  the  Ro^l  Person,  and  to  the  Royal  HonsehoU,  is,  I 
toAm,  not  satisfoctory  to  me  in  the  shaj^  in  which  it  has 
teen  sqit  up  from  the  Commons.  Nothmg  can  be  more  er« 
raiaoos  than  the  supposition,  that  the  SMe  CMBces  of  the 
Household  are  unconnected  with  Ae  domestic  comforts  of 
km  Msjesty.  The  fiu;t  is,  that  there  is  not  a  mootai  servant 
sn  tlie  Fakee,  not  any  cperson  who  in  any  wav  administeis  to 
the  domestic  eoiaforts'of  his  llfajesfy,  who  is  not  appointed 
by  one  of  the  Great  Officers  of  the  Household.  Would 
your  lordships,  then,  in  the  hour  of  his  afliction,.  destroy  the 
rionMStic  estabMshment  of  the  Monarch,  so  that  when  he  le- 
covern  he  may  find  himsdf  a  stranger  in  his  fiimily  ?  All 
ihal  isnsked.  Is  to  leave  the  Household  as  U  is  for  a  limited 
I  am  aware  that  in  former  cases  tho  custody  of  the 
lensajned  with  the  Regent;  but  in  17^8  it  was  thought 
mnst  advisable  to  separate  the  custody  of  the  Person  firom  the 
Regency,  which  precedent  it  is  now  also  deemed  advisable 
io  follow.  Some  difficulty  occurred  res|)ecting  the  arrange* 
flseatirelative  to  the  Household  in  1788,  and  the  same  difli- 
caltv  still  exists.  We  have^  I  admits  only  a  choice  of  dif* 
ficuUies,  and  to  make  any  arrangemtot  upon  the  subject 


uncwU  teqniie  a  inoet  cemfdicated  mieasaTe^ .  If  b»  Jl»«: 
jetty  «baind  mtfoitanatdy  not  recover  witbin  «  QBEtain  tittSy 
some  nMBfiure  -will*  of' eoime  become  aeoeimrjK,  upon  iMt 
aubjecl. .  All  I  lok  upon  ihe  pr^seiit  ooeasioa  d%  that  tbe 
duporitkmdf  the Hoosehold)  tt>getber  vritb  tbe custod^ oC 
the  BjojU  PenKNo,  shouU  be.  allowed  for  a  limilld  Ikna  to 

limiab' ividi  'llie  Quetti«  ^^  ^^"^  '  .pcdpoie  k.flwriw 
niontbs^;>  add  to  obTiate'  aiiy  poBBible  objc^ioii  that  i^igiibe 
laited^  Ppon  tbe  snppoiiliiMi'ol'aby  inAoeDoe  fttbiocislit  ofi 
such  .an  afranaemelit,  ihoilile  1p  w  formAtidn  of  a«tfooffr 
and  effiwtife  Esecativt  Gof^rtiment^  which  it  iffny  wm 
Aould  be  catablisfaed.  I  am  trilling  to  agiee  ^bat  the  Gieat 
Offioen  of  the  Hondendd  «hall  not,  daring  tlie  time  I  haw' 
BMBtionedy  be  itemo«ed«  I  triiit  it  will  not.be  Mnpnt^to  the: 
QMeen^  that  shei would  improperly  use  any  infla^oe  arisioi^ 
oat  of  aneh  anatransemmt*  1  am  sure  that  she,  in  Oonunon, 
with  all  your  lordsnips  and  the  country,  would  BiOitaiB^ 
derdy)  ttjoioe  at  tlie  recovery  of  his  Msgedty,  iomI  hiB  reitm- 
tioo  to  the  fiiU  exercise  of  his  authority.  It  ismy  intention^' 
th^fore,  to  paopoie  an  amendment  in  this  fifth  Rasoltttioiiy: 
simflar  to  what  1  have  stated;.  Should  bis  Vi^j/My  uafor* 
tupately  not  lecover,  it  will  then  be  for  ParlWin^  to  eoi^. 
aider  toe  vMaMJue  which  may  be  ultimately  necessary  tm 
make  such,  an  arcanffement  as  may  bo  conceive  h>  tha 
domestic  comfort  of.  bis  Maiesty,  and  at  the  pame  timeauii 
round  h&bf  witba  dignity  in  nis  affliction  which  hissitnAtiaBi 
demands,  and  whieh  will  be  most  gialeful  to  tiit  fedi^g^'^f^ 
the  country.  At  present  only  a  temporary  arrangemMtt% 
ashed  for^  and  I  ana  autoe  your  lordships  wiU  feel  that  sDrnfa^ 
thing  is  due  to  the  fielii^  of  his  &£ijesty,  who^  during  ji' 
rdgn  of  a  dumtion  longer  than  almost  any  other^  ha» 
innEariably  displayed  the  inost.  UBcemitting  ;atlention  to  ths 
comforts'  and  happiness  (bf.  his  people^  and  who  hasUee^- 
ever  icsdy  to  mate  the  gieilest  sacrijDces,  when  they  couid 
in  any  way  conduce  to  tbe  interests  or  the  wet&re  of  the 
country.  .      ,         ..     ^       . 

The  firrt  Resolotion  havian^  been  read, 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  rosato  oppose  the  ReaolutioQ.  The 
only  case  to  which  the  noUo  mover  had  alluded  in  the 
course  of  his  speech^  was  the  Regency  of  the  Duke  of  YoriK^ 
in  the  time  of  Heury  TL  and  then,  it  was  to  be  observed, 
that  though  the  Royal  powet  was  handed  over  to  the  Duke 
and  a  Council^  yet  that  powjer  .was  delivered  over  entire 
and  without  any  restrictions.     The  Fqrliament.of  that  day 


Mhr^Uo\sf(hi4^mymg  to  tfe  EiKcUtirai  ^  ¥«|«liittMi 
nndie  pttm^'  aor  ccmm  offioa  for.  IHn:*'.  ncitherdid  the 
M&lifleQi  pcoomtinate  and  dday  thfe-rf  raf  il^Mhamut  of 
the  #o«enimfiit,  nor  tftke  il  i«fo  •their  4>wfilhi|kids,  .te  tho 
incapsdiljr  of  th«  Ming,  andt  tellithe  peb^k^  i  ^HYmia  ought 
to  bMtftiifltd,  for  ^  Me  all  raibteBibk  meK.^*!  lAs  (o  th^ 
pidooAiit  of  )788,  tt  WW  iiiedmpble:4Ut  Mvat^iiBBB  acted 
d|ioiKi(tiidf  indeed  sever  reeoiFedUhei&iid  saAtton^of  their 
UudiMpii  Tbe^iiaUe  loid  htaiiiliiiiaiimil  aU  dinqniect  for 
tlie<  Pnace  of  Walei.  It  watlCtaMlthatin  voidsiiheFe  mtm 
hMV;  Imi  if'  their  loKl8hin.leolcfecietf4ha/aiimB:of action 
iMopoBddy  tM)r  woald  find  thaliTit  dilplfcyeA  mtting'  hut 
jitloyy'  and  diHroBt  Tfaiii p^^9tf^bim^¥kgMlmm aliall 
ttitiea»ffaAeoemghi;  but  it  Witetbe-abAniinidiieiyMBaififod. 
miniUmlioii  to  iDRke  that  Btili'<«|reakefcfinrliifihi»atfi^CBkJb^ 
itoelf;    He< mtist  altogeCfacn*  ^rotal  agamitithe  tkreerfint 

29»  'Mm^pds  &f  iAmsiowme^—llLyy\iMA^limA  thai  h 
have  been  the^  means  of  pnoventilig  ^yonr  latdBhiitiBr  irooi: 
heaving' the  cfe^^mllons  of  the  noble  viioonn^c  but  after  tfab 
idtiiRtion  expi^seed  by  the  noble  earl  (Llverfkaol),  of  moWingi 
nit  amenttment  in  the<  fifth  Ri>soInt]in,itifaeieielii:of  ^nliiob 
Miflt  teto  ereetb  new  avihority  in^/tbc  sMof:  an  wMhorftjr 
ttiiknoWft  to  ll^  Law  nnd  the  Canstilatmivtami  nntanetiooed 
byaufy  e(MiMkuti6iial^'nvinci]ple  trr  nsage^  hcMltti  xo^-  dntf- 
W^pm»  wMin  yddv  lorcKfaira  nttewtron  j^nnd  uifoiortie  iftdnfH 
Aen^^ef  anamendhient  in  the  flist  lUttoluttoii/ioto^hQ'pnrpane 
e^^Mtf^ng  in  ^Umms  the'  pcdoeeding.not/vpropiinsds  nai 
i#MUIiDg  oiMclve^iVotti  t!hn«  tmdi  whack  w4  law  nbtr!pnr<> 
*M^J  md  Whioh  iS'io^^iegti^nt  wtUdAngitt  (n  the  Gonstitn- 
tieliy . cMd '  Witt*  dan^  toiilhif  badiiniemttioftlie;  dsuntiyv 
The*  noble  «iirt  hai  gniifiayitatkediabonti'^dj^inlingi the 
|«ef<i>|»(ilif^'frbm  the  diitieaibfhfae4j!iei9V|ij  aAiftWiptero* 
gatiyes  of  the  <}rown'  Wiet^nM^^MOBKatff  td^ihe  {)e^CMiiiaDee 
of  fiii  dh<S6fr/  >l%d  prlMgltttyerftofahcuOinwi^wem^ 
as  a  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  and  yet  the  ncble 
earl  would  take  away'Aom  thb  ilegtnua  paft-of  Ihoaeprero* 
gatiyes^'tod-teatehiLnr  tritfiout'theihehnB  of  eisrclsing  the 
Itttit  re^fOB^  iU'  HinA  fbrthfeiwelfiite  and(  happiness  of  the 
comtry:  K^lhete  wtM*  ooy  pverogati#ea  t^  the  Crown 
th«it  poukl  nbt  be  ea:^oised<Ueoefieiil)y  £>r  the  people,  ihegr 
wtmld  be^  usetess^  and  IherefiMre  miseiii^vottS*  Osfar  anoeBtois 
were  em^A^yed  in  limlthfig  and'turtailfaig  tAe  {mrogathrea 
<tffhe  Grown,  In  otder  that  nonethM  were  oseleis  m^tbn 


rdaioa^  afvi  ik^t  m\yi  :ihis^  that  iff fQ  useftil  to  tli^'p$»f>W 
might  regain  veitf^  M)i  ttie.MpnaiHpfa:;!  niid  pire  v^  i|Q|«r  ^ 
be  told, :  wlji^n  ,m\y  iji^  pranogatiT^  pf  thfl  Crownuifcuiil^ 
could  be  useAiil  to  ihq  people  were  mimtfA  to  renpfaipn.^h^^ 
these  pvercigati?^  cei^  bp  suipend^.witlHi^t  injury  ttOjtbq 
country?  You  pr9pcBet(>£ive.Uie  E|eg!|ptell4Ji6ar4tiei|f 
duties  of  Rqyalty  to  pcrfori^j.ajH}  to  wltb^M  from  jUtn.att 
the  .means  of.  calling  :forth»  by  the  aid;of>  remtrds,  j^hiwe^ 
talea^wd  these  CKentiqq^.^ifvbich  maybe  <9tf  ^srn^  ^-t^ 
o^untvjy.aiul  thus  iha(erv(lly.as9ist himintheperforniQiicei 
of  his  dutifss'-ryou  iKoa)4  deprive  him  pf .  the  ppwer  q£  i0J^ 
warding  pppreaed  meriU  ^  ^^niS  forth,  the '.fnei^ie^/of 
latent gpnius^r-y^ ^voi^k}  givehinvthepowfi of  pilnUbin|V 
but  n<4  of  rewfirding*— y9H  iHiujl^4f*^fiyt  fiim  ^th  alt  that-  itf 
harsh  apd  sqyere  io  the  fxe^ci^  ^f  j^h^iJli^yal  aatherity^  bill; 
depr^Y^  bind  of  all  that.  i|;,mU4  laivi^  beiie§oe«t.  Amidst 
jock^  an4  hill<>Wft  yPH;wf|f|ld  r^ii4er:.^ekss.thertidd6r(blt 
ought  to  guide  th^  yessel  ifi  port-n^HvP^cdithe  Regent  m 
asTtual^.in  which  tb|e.Aoun(rj^:n)iiHifi9rtui^Uy  e}i:pect  from 
hiiB.pijoteQtion,  andyfti^qu^iiliitl^Mfl  fjrw>c,hi/n thfiiimelvM. 
of  afiardiag.  that  prQ4eotioQ-<^you  xxk\i,  upofi  .^linx  Ko  nspfiMt 
t}ie  :pe4c»t^U  ,aqd.thj^  ci4:  9way  the  grc^dc^wbiqh  tbb 
pedestal  vestft^  fpr  support.  But  will  J  your;  Ipidshifw  jbakft 
adFaaJl^ge.  of  the  sleep,  of  the  Constitutipa.tO;de^lavet]rQttiH 
selves  itHlependent^of  tiif;  Grpwa?..  The je^i^t  €9(C^leoQe-Af 
OUT  ^pstitutioa  copsij^tsj"  the  play  oS  thq  K^8|)ectl«ei<partsvl 
in  the  .reciprocity  apd  contr^ul  ofthe  three  braqc^hfil  ofiUM 
JU^giftlatqie.  The  Crown  cafi  controul  the  tioufie.of  ..Goi|i^ 
mons  by  dissolving  it— «-It  cannot  dissotye  this  Hoiue^bttt  il 
has  the  ppwer  of  contjrouling  it  by  creating  Peers-^yetby 
adopting  this  Re^lution,  we  phould  4ecl^re,our»^v/^  indbt 
pendent  of  that  salutary  coatroul,  and  destroy  the  balaooA 
^f  the  Constitutipn.  The  exception '  which  is  introduced 
into  tike  Resolution  is  still  more  pbjectipns^ble.  Can  a^y 
t|hiiig  be,  niore  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  principles  «ftke 
Constitution  than  that  repeated  discussions  should  t^ke  plact 
in  .Pnrti^ment  with  all  those  miniit^  shades  of  difleraoce 
^bich  would  arise  as  to  what  acht^voments  were  sufficieiiUj^ 
sph:ndid  to  entitle  those  who  had  ^phieved  them  to  be  created 
roers  under  this  Resolution  ?^-Tliere  were  some  indeed  who 
c^me  with  tlie  scroll  of  their  archives  ^n  their  hands,  wMch 
npbody  could  dispute,  as  a  noble  lord  npw  ia  the  House 
might,  haye  como  with  his  claim^  that  he  had  cooqaeMl 
^gjptf  and  which  must  have  been  immediately  admilted^ 
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drWolher  that  he  hi^broiight  an  enfeiny's  fleet  oaptiTfe  into 
the  ports  or  Britain-;  but  these  transcendent  achievenients 
we  cannot  often  expect.  The  greater  part  of  the  successes, 
the  propriety  of  rewafdfaig  which,  by  Conferring  the  peerage^ 
FbrUament  would  have  to  discuss,  would  be  of  a  character 
Trirying  between  the  highest  point  of  transcendent  achiere- 
ment  and  the  lowest  scale  of  success,  and  from  this  circum- 
stance endless  discussions  would  arise-— discussions- which 
:srould  inflict  the  deepest  wound  upon  the  GonBttta^ 
lion:  The  inconsistiency  ofthe  arguments  relative  to  the 
Royal  Household  must  be  apparent  :«*no  danger  fs  to  arise 
ISroip'the  Regent  having  the  ^nimand  of  th^tAnny — ^no 
dan^  from  his  haviiig  the  controul-  of  the  Navy — his 
having  the  controul  of  &e  revenue,  large  as  it  is  at  present^ 
is  not  to  render  him  an  otnect  of  suspicion  or  dbtrust,  but 
his  being  snflfered  to  interme  with  the  arrangement  of  the 
Household  is  to  be  pregnant  with  the  most  daogefoos  con- 
sequences. We  have  heard  of  a'  person  of  great  name  in 
antiquity^  who  could  command  armies  and  gaiki  victories, 
and  rule  a  country,  but  who  could  not  manage  hfir  own 
household.  One  would  suppose  this  had  bebii  applidd  in 
the  present  instlmce.  Is  it  to  be  imagined  or  listened  to 
for  a  moinent,  that  the  King,  upon  his  recovery,  would  not 
be  afl!ected  by  any  consideration  arising  out  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  but  that  his  fedings  would  only 
be  wounded  by  a  change  bein^  made  in  the  officen  ofthe 
Household,  and  whom  he  could  restore  with  scarcely  the 
lapse  of  a  single  day  ?  And  yet  the  noble  earl  calls  upon 
UB  to  erect  a  new  authority  in  the  Stale,  to  establish  a 
body  of  persons  with  powers  of  which  the  Constitution 
knows  nothing,  and  ip  deprive  tfie  Regent  of  all  the  splen* 
dour  of  the  Crown. '  The  noble  earl  nas  referred  to  the 
Jirecedent  of  1789— but  under  what  different  circumstances 
are'  we  now  placed  ?  And  yet  under  circumstances  totally 
dissimilar,  the  noble  earl  calls  upon  the  House  to  adopt  in 
l&li  the  precedent  of  1789.  In  1789  the  seeds  wer6 
scarcely  sown  from  whence  were  developed  the  French  Revo* 
lution  and  all  the  evils  which  have  followed  that  event,  nor 
baa  those  waters  of  bitterness  begun  to  flow,  which  have 
since  swelled  into  a  torrent,  and  overwhelmed  the  monarchies 
and  establishments  of  Europe.  The  only  barrier  that  has 
^hstobd  the  torrent  has  been  'this  Constitution ;  and  yet 
this  Constitution  we  are  now  called  upon,  by  the  measure  be- 
fbie  us,  to  weaken  and  impair^  although  with  the  knowledge, 
that  by  enfeebling  the  constitutions  of  the  Monarchies  of 
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finrope,  they  bate  been  tiendered  ttnaUe  to  ii^itfaktand  the 
torrent  that  pressed  against  them.  I,  therefore,  my  16rd8» 
jfeel  it  my.  duty  ta  propose  an  amendment,  With  a  Tiew  of 

fetting  rid  of  the  restrictions  fai  the  first  three  Kesdntions. 
'othe  Resolution -respecting  the  personal  property  of  his 
Majesty,  there  can  be  no  c£jection..  With  respect  to  the 
Household,  I  have  no  doubt  if  the  restrictions  are  negatived, 
tbat'tve  shall  unanimously  come  to  a  determination  to  make 
an  arrangement  that  will  secnie  his  Majesty's  domestic  com- 
fort, tliat  will  surround  with  that  dignity*  in  his  afflction,  to 
whtchr  he  is  entitled,  a  Monarch  who,  as  the  noUe  earl  has 
justly  said,  has  constantly  displayed  an  unremitting  attentibn 
to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  his  people.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  amendment  to  leave  out  the  words 
respecting  the  restrictions. 

Lord  Sidmouih  stated,  that  he  was  desirous  of  expressing 
by  something  more  than  a  silent  vote,  when  so  momeqious 
a  subject  as  thejiresent  came  under  the  consideration  of  their 
lordships,  the  opinion  which  be  bad  been  able  to  form  upon 
it.  It  was  necessary,  he  contended,  that  in  the  discussion  of 
this  question,  the  fi^in^  of  atteehment  to  his  Majesty 
should  have  their  due  weight  with  tbeir  lordships^  and  he 
could^not  conceive  why  his  Majesty's  Ministers  bad  been 
blamed  for  introducing  personal  considerations  for  his  Ma» 
jesty  iilto  the  discussion,  it  was  impossible  to  lay  aside  such 
feelings.  Those  sympathies  whicK  the  situation  of  our 
Sovereign  calls  forth,  would  be  their  lordships  best  aids  in 
determining  their  judgments  on  the  present  occasion. 

He  said  that  it  was  not  necessary  in  a  case  like  the  pre- 
sent to  recur  to  the  principles  of  our  Constitution  in  particu- 
lar ;  because  in  every  coudtry  possessed  of  any  Constitution, 
where  a  deficiency  of  such  a  nature  occurs  not  provided  for 
by  the  laws  of  that  constitution,  the  right  devolves  upon  the 
the  country  of  providing  for  the  emergency .  In  tdis  coun- 
try, the  right  to  supply  the  deficiency  therefore  necessarily 
devolved  upon  the  three  estates  of  the  Realm,  namely,  by 
the  Lords  and  Commons.  As  soon  as  the  fact  of  the  de- 
ficiency was  announced  to  their  lordships  in  the  beginning 
of  November,  it  was  in  their  power  to  supply  it;  but  the' 
possession  of  right  and  the  exercise  of  that  right  were  Very 
justly  by  their  lordshij^  considered  as  by  no  means  synoni- 
mous/  They  delayed  from  day  to  day,  and  from  week  to 
week,  through^  motives  of  delicacy  to  their  Sovereign^  and 
from  a  wish  to  avoid  putting  on  their  journals  the  melan- 
choly fiict  of  hb  incapacity.     In  doing  so  they  acted  wisely 


I 


apd  !prMdeB{tlyy.)ais|Aiiig  theiniid!ir€»  of  the  diflcvetionBiy 
]»wer  ii^th  ii(hicb  Ij^ej  were  entrustodU 

By  iih^  Bepprt  of /the  Committee  »]^inled  to  examioe 
tbe  Phjrsicianfiy,  tbe  mdanphply  &ci  of  tbe  King's  ineapneity 
is  established •«.  At  the/«ame  time  tbe  strong  pr«ttimfitio& 
vbich  ought  to'  be  ,ent€jrt^iiied  of  his  Majesty V recovery  i 
entMled  to  the  samet.crediti.  as  it  rests  upon  the- smqc 
avthorMy,  Ba»e}y)  tbe,B4iport  of  that  Committee.  Tbiy 
had  peifr  much  stronger  grounds  for  expecting  a  reooTery^ 
OB  (^  im^Dt  opcasiOQ^  ihm  they  could  have  had  in  1788 ; 
compare  die  Reports  .of  .1T88;  and  the  present-— the  Phtr« 
sicums  are  miich  more  confident  now  than  they  were  at  the 
forioer  perHid. .  The  age  add  infirmities  of  the  Sovereign 
baKfe.  been  frequently  brought  forwaid  as  a  reii6o&  against 
the  probability  of  his  recovery ;  but  their  lordbliips  would 
fivdy  tittt  na  i^Uess  is  laid  on  these  drcomaUmees  by  his 
IMbijestyT  Ph  jsi^O^Bs.  In  17S8  ami  1788  bis  iacapacily* 
could  be  traced  U^  no  hnown  caoae.;  but  at  present  ail  the 
Physicians  cencui  ia  ^ttrM>utiag  it  to  the  suspette^md'  agi* 
talion  of  miud  during' hU  daughter'^  illnms.  This  circunoH 
staupe  is  con&idered  by  the  rhysicians  to  be  extremely 
favourable.  It  bel^^^^  ^.  affiactiou  to,  suilHr  violently  on 
^ccaimtofstt«pe06fif«  «;  v^* 

.  Their  lord^ips  h$i  two  principles  to  beftr  in  mind.  The 
first  is,  tluit  the  Kxf^  at  pvesent  exists  in  hia  political  capa- 
city .-^Thc  other  prifciplelo  which  be  wish^  to  call  theic 
attention,  wa3s  that  they  possessed  no  power  but  what  was 
possessed  from  necessity ;  and  this  neceisaafily  limita  and. 
controuk  them  in  the  execcise  of  that  power  (Hearl  from 
ike  OpposUicm.)  I  desiiOi  said  his  Ibraship,  to  be  heard* 
It  had  been  OMitended  that  the  fuU  exercise  of  the  pre* 
rogative  wi^  necessary  ^  to  carry  on  tlic  office  of  B^ent ;  ^ 
that  it  was  necessary  to  iransfer  tbe  whole  power  from  the 
King  to  the  Regent.  Can  it  be  contended,  that  the  whole  of 
this  power  is  indispensably  necessary  i  Can  it  be  contended, 
that  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  tbe  influence  of  tbe  Crown^ 
the  whole  power  should  be  possessed  by  the  Regent  ?  It 
hasbeen  said  that  the  nation,  vrithout  the  fuU  and  complete 
exercise  of  the  prerogative,  would  not  have  been  aUe  to  sur- 
vive tbe  French  Revolution.  Can  it  be  said,  that  all  the 
energieB  of  this  country  are  unavailiiil^  without  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  creating  peers  ?  Does  not  the  Regent  possess 
the  patronage  of  the  Church  ?  Does  he  not  possess  the 
patronage  of  tlie  Army  and  Navy  ?  Does  he  not  possess  the 
patronage  of  the  revenue  ?    Be  was  astooiriied  to  bear  thoie 
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Tvho  were  accustomed  to  exclaim  tnost  strenuovisl j  ogainlit 
the  excessive  iufluerite  of  that  pattonage,  boM  tbef  langiiagef  ^ 
they  made  use  of  at  present.   The  influence  of  th^  Crown  was 
certainly  very  different  now  from  what  it  was  in  1788.  Then  the 
artnydid  not  amount  to  80,000,  now  it  amounted  to  300,000 
— then  the  navy  did  not  excml  50,000,  now  it  exceeded 
100,000— 'then  the  revenue  was  not  more  than  20  millions, 
now  it  was  near  70  millions.    Was  he  to  be  told,  with  siicft 
means  of  influence,  the  ppwerof  the  Regent  was-  still  Ineffi- 
cient without  I  he  power  of  creating  peers  ?     H^  contended 
that  the  very  existence  of  temporary  authority  uas  in  itself 
an  incentive  to  abuse — it  aflTorded  a  mfuch  greater  probabilify 
of  abuse  than  the  other  species*  of  authority.     Under  that 
impression  he  should  think  he  betrayed  his  duty  if  he  cbn- 
sented  to  betray  the  Royal  authority — if  he  consented  to  an. 
abuse  of  that  authority.    With  respect  to  what  had  been  - 
asked  by  a  noble  friend,  -can  it  be  an  object  to  his  Majesty- 
who  are  appointed  to  the  offices  of  the  Household  during  his 
incapacity?  (for  dtiring  his  incapacity  he  must  be    un- 
conscious of  the  persons  who  fill  them  ;  and  on  his  recovery; 
if  they  displease  him,  they  may  be  removed).    That  nobia 
friend  did  not  advert  to  this,  that  there  is  an  incipient  state 
of  recovery,  an  intermediate  state,  between  perfect  recovery 
and  his  former  condition  ;  and  ddring  this  intermediate  state 
any  change  in  the  establishment  or  his  Household  might' 
have  the  most  prejudicial  effect  upon  his  mind.  *< 

'  With  regard  to  the  present  Mini'Sters  he  thought  that  they 
had  been  treated  upon  the  present  occasion  with  an  un«' 
warmntable  degree  of  asperity.     He  was  not  defending  his 
Majesty's  Minbters ;  but  he  woukl  do  jiwttce  to  them  as 
>vell  as  to  any  other  ^lersons  in  their  situation.     He  would 
not  enter  into  a  discussion  of  their  former  conduct ;  but  he 
contended  that  on  the  present  occastou  they  had  no  other 
coarse  io  imrsue.     After  the  proceedings  m  17^  and  1780, 
sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty,  ami  satictioned 
by  the  applauding  voice  of  the  whole  country,  they  would 
Imve  bbenthe  most  presumptuous  men  in  the  nation  if  ttiey 
hud  acted  otherwise  than  they  have  done.     He  was  happy 
to  have  oti  this*  subjiect  the  opinion  of  one  of  his  nob^' 
friends,  in  conirmation,  contained  in  one  of  the  iho^t  valua-* 
ble  record^'  which  the  press  of  this  country  has  preserved  to' 
lis,  pregnant  With  the  strongest  and  meet  useful  rensonings. 
From  all  these'  consideration^^  bis  lordship  was  inclined  to* 
TOie  in  favour  of  the  Resolutions;    •     '  >      .   .  » 

Voi..I.~1811.:  SI         .    i  i         ...     ..^ 
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Lord  £riUi«.<-*4  coofeis  that  I  eptertaio  yerjr  different 


KntinMnts  onibe  present  jqii«ition|  from  my.  noble  friend 
vfho  has  just  sat  down*  The  first  duty  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliara^t,  was  to  ascertain  the  incapacity  of  the 
Sorereign ;  aod  after  establishing  that  incapacityt  1  cannot 
see  what  benefit  could  result  frojpi  their  still  pan^ingi  from 
their  still  refusing  to  act.  My  noble  f^iend^  however,  has 
stated,  that  even  after  the  incapacity  was  communicated  to 
n&,  there  was  wisdom  in  still  nefosing  to  act-  I  will  ask  my 
noble  friend  what  benefit  could  have  accrued  to  his  Maje&ty 
b}r  tb0  delay  which  has  taken  place^  had  it  pJqased  God  to 
bring  about  his  recovery ;  and  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  that 
re^very  will  vet  take  place.  On  that  recovery  he  would 
rqjain  bis  authority.  He  has  the  highest  of  all  securities  for 
hi^  reiurn  to  power  \  he  b^s  the  high  authoritjr  of  Parlia- 
ment. Is  not  ^his  House^  my  lords,  and  is  not  the  other 
House  the  mort  complete  security,  by  whom  his  incapacity 
and  capacity  may  be  regukited?  Who  can  say  within 
these  walUy  that  it  is  necessary  to  \  put  restrictions  on  the 
Sovereign  authority  to  secure  a  rpiurn  of  that  authority  to 
hib  Majesty?  is  this  ih^  motive. with  any  man  in  thia 
House^  with  aiiy  nohle  lordy  to  decide  on  abridging  the  pro- 
Togatives  of  the  Crown  ?  It  would  be  an  insult  to  the. 
House  to  suppose  so.  Upon  the  King's  incapacity  it  is  the 
duty  o(  botja  Houses  to  supply  the  Aoyal  authority  in  its 
full  extent.  The  authority  necessarily  descends  from  toe 
J^^  to  tbf  Aegeot  full  and  unimpaired.  Had  our  ancestors 
cowndered  finy  part  of  the  prerogative  as  excessive  at  tiie^ 
Revolution)  when  the  Sovereignty  wasabdicatedi  tb^  would 
then  have  proceeded  to  abridge  it  They  did  not,  however^, 
abridges  it  But  on  the  present  occasion^  we  have  no  power 
to  maKe  any  such  ahridginent ;  we  ajre  merely  called  upon  ^o 
ascertain  tb^kdefickncy^and' to  seethat  it  be  profieriy  supplied. 
I  Qsk  you  who  are  now  so  aealou^  to  abridge  the  p(p?er  of 
the  CrowUf  to  show  me  that  this  was  ever  y^^  ^^^  ^  ^^V 
Bcgeupy*  Is  there  any  c^se  wherpi,  on  the  Kmg's  incapacity 
b^ijw  asceftaincd,  the  prerogative  waa  abr]4ged  ?  1  will 
put  anotber  questioo.  w  hen  a  Aegemt  has.  been  established 
with  A  pensKment  Council,  is  th^  any  ca^e  inhere  that 
Regent  and  Council  did  Mt  eiijoy  all  the  ppweis  o/  tba 
prerogative?  A  noble  loid  has  told  us,  the  powei?  of  the* 
precogaiive  are  so  isamms^.that  tfie  want  of  power  to  create 
pfier»  cannot  in  any  d^i^  impede  the  Cxecutivi).t  He  h^ 
enumerated  to  us  the  immoRSa  mtiSPlii^  of  tbe  Churchy 
Army^Mavy,  and  Revenue  |  he  has  toldmi;<<Uie  number 
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.of  ouriand  atid  sea  forces,  and  the  crrmt  increase  6fihe 
^  the  disf^xiBal  of  gofemmeiit.  Why  does  not  the 
l;t)id,  if  be  conceive  these'  powei^  of  the  Crown  to  be  • 
3ibre,  come  fqrwaird,  and  promse  a  CommHtee  for  th< 
pose  of  iaoiilf^n^  into  hn#  many  oTthese  prerogatitres 
fo  h^  aboac^  ?  '  Why  does  he  not  eome  forvmrd,  afic 
a$e  that  the  inflaence  of  the  Crohirn  should  be  ourts 
>oes  he  propose  to  ahridgeuny  of  the  prerogattves  } 
rcyne  of  ui6  prero^g^tivcs  oaght  to  be  ahf  idged^ '  Hk 
argfuea  thai  his  Majesty's  retarn  to  the  Thvone  may  b 
Tented,  by  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  creating  mamb 
tbis  House.  Is  this  ^n  ailment,  my  lords,  to  be  lu 
fo  I  Are  we  to  be  told  that  any  abuse  could  pvevuil  «f 
ifvd  record^  attachment  of  this  Hotise  ?  . 

.  No  man  can  think  of  the  immediate  occasion  of  kk 
jiesty's  ilhiess,  withoot  feeling  addHlonat  attacbmeoi  to 
Itim.  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  country  who  doe 
ardently  pray  for  his  recovery.  Bat  yon  are  not^  < 
momentous  an  occasion  as  the  present,  to  take  it  far  gta 
that  that  recovery  will  be  impeded  by  any  of  the  oil 
stances  which  you  have  heard  stated  to  yo««  It  is  < 
greatest  importance  that  your  lordships  on  sneh  an  occ 
isfaouk)  act  fimdy  as  men,  and  upon  some  permanent  pi 
pie.  If  I  believed  that  bis  Majesty  upon  his  reooffevy  i 
fell  back  ag9)n  without  you  weie  to  graiit  tbeiv  festric 
no  man  would  be  more  willmg  than  myself  to  aoce 
them.  But  I  believe  that  trj^ori  his  recovery,  which  I 
is  certain,  nothing  woutd  be  mom  likely  to  occasion  a  n 
than  to  see  the  Btoyal  authority  impaired  and  itegraded 
Motives  have  been  imbuted  (i»  his  rojal  highoes 
prince  oC^^lenj  which  I  dm  confident  woMlt)  nevei 
entrance  into  bis  vast  and  cdmprehensive  mind  Ccs 
the  Prince  has  been  treated  \^ith  gteat  illiberolity. 
reasons  which  we  have  heard  urged  are  such  4s  we  c 
entertain,  T^botitr  throwhig' -  disgrace  on  the  Regent 
degm'ding  him  f p  the  eyts  OTlbe  nation. 

The  tdrdVhanceBar  stated,  that  be  would  be  Ike  mtf 
sumptuot^  ofiKiaokind,  holding  the  commission  wU 
held,  if  he  had  not  followed  the  j^ecedent  of  17^.  || 
period,  it  was  tru^,'  there  Wfre  great  men,  now  no  mbjn 
Doth  supported  and  opposed  the  measures  then  proposn 
Ibr  one  at  that  period 'had  an  opinion,  wbien  he  if 
i&shamed  now  pot  to  retract^  that  there  oo^t  to  he  no  j 
thing  as  a  It^eot  on  genemt  principles.    The  ()0BQt| 


*     > 
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&tficeibeR«voliilion  liais seen. nothing  like  a  Regency  with- 

mat  reB<iic<ion&  The  question  of  tliis  night,  therefore^  would 

•  bf,  not  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  restnctiotis,  but  whe- 

•thcr  nrpedimicy  calls  for  such  restrictions  at  prcsc*at.     He 

3 then  ailrerted  to  the  acts  24  Geo.  11^  ami  5  Gt'p.  III.    He 

•said^  that  the  act  94  Geo.   II.   was  not  like  the  act  of 

^Queen  Anne^  nor  like  the  act  of  WiUiam   and    Mary ; 

.that  in  tbts  he  Avas  confirmed  •  by  the  opinion  of  ray  lon^ 

flardwicke,  my  lord  Mansfield,  and  other  great  roen  ;  and 

-that  a  state  of  Regent  was  unknown  to  the  common  law  of 

the  land.     Lord  Tburlow,  sitting  on  the  woolsack,  said 

tmly,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  Regent  known  by  the 

common  law  of:ihe  realm,  and  tiiat  it  was  merely  the  crea* 

tion  of  statute. 

Those  with  whom  he  had  actetl,  at  the  period  to  which 
he  had  before  referred,  must  surely  be  changed  in  principle, 
and  in  their  habitsof  thinking,  who  were  now  preparecf  to 
<deny  that  limitations  on  the  authority  of  a  Regent  could  be 
.constitaiioHidfy  imposed.    The  particular  shape  in  whicb 
they  were  oflercd  at  present  might  differ  from  that  of  1789  ; 
but  that  it  was  competent  to  Parliament  to  make  such 
'restrictions,  was  a  point  of  so  distinct  and  prominent  a  nature 
•as  to  reader  it  impossible  that  any  material  alteratiorypuld 
have  taken  place  in  the  opinions  of  those  who  so  decRively 
recognised  jand  approved  it  at  the  former  period.     How  was 
that  prrcetlent  supported  ?    The  6tii  of  Anne  had  provided^ 
that  Lords  Justices  should  govern  the  realm,  during  a  cer- 
tain interim ;  but  it  had  certainly  never  been  in  the  contem- 
plation of  Parliament  that  they  shoqld  exercise  in  any  latitude 
the  functions  of  Sovereignty.    So  little  of  the  Royal  cha- 
■  ructec  were  they  entitled  to  assume,  that  it  was  enacted  bjr 
cue  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  that  the  penalties  of  high, 
^treason  should  be  annexed  to  certain  specific  acts  from  which 
tliey  were  debarred.    So  much  fur  that  precedent  on  which 
.  sb  much  stress- had  been  laid. ,  If  the  House  looked  to  the 
cases  of  the  Protectors^  they  would  find,  uo  instances  of  an 
'Wirestrtcted  Regent.    Nothing  like  tlic  full  and  entire  pos- 
ises^on  of  the  Regal  ofiice  had  ever  been  entrusted  *  to  any 
person  actin,sr  only  in  the  name  and  onbehalf  of  the  reigning 
« Monarchy    The  ^ct  of  Ph£lip  and  Miiry  vesting  the  Regency 
in  Philip,  enacted  that  he  should  hold  the  government  on 
.the-demiseoftbe  Queen,  during  the  minority  of  her  heir.  He 
-uas  therefore  meiejy  intended  to  be  ilegent,  and  to  exercise 
.the  Royar  prerogatives,  not  fen  himself  or  at  his  own  discr^ 
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tion,  but  ou  account  of  the  Prinoe,  of  whose  miboiitj  he 
was  the  guardian.  All  the  precedents  since  th^,  Reyolution 
further  concurred  to  strengthen  bim.in.th^  conviction*  that 
as  a  peer,  of  Parliament,  anjd  consistently  with  the  allegiaince 
which  he  owed  bis  Sovereign,  he  wii$  justified  in  voting  for 
these  restrictions,  which  appeared  to  him  .expedient  to  be 
piovided.  It  was  far  from  his  views  and  principles  to  fotget 
or  overlook  the  importance  that  belonged  to  the  prei^atives 
of  the  Crown.  ^^  I  am,^'  said  the  noble  and  leamea  lord/' 
the  subject  of  a  Monarch  limited  by  the  laws,^  and.  by  my 
seat  in  this  House  am  qualified  to  discuss  the  propriety  of 
imposing  limits  on  any  temporary  trust  of  the  powers  oi  the 
Executive."  Where  a  Regent  owed  his  appointment  to 
the  two  Houses,  it  was  impossible  to  entertain  a  doubt  that 
the  two  Houses  could  measure  and  limit  the  authority  which  , 
emanated  only  from  themselves.  He  needed  not  to  say  any 
thing  of  the  practic4il  difficulties  thatezisted  ;  tbeiie  was  not 
a  man  among  tl^ei.r  lordships  who  could  fail  to  appreciate 
them  justly y  there  was  not  an  English  heart  in  the  country* 
that  could  fail  to  do  it,  nor  utter  its  sympathies  in  their 
melancholy  cause.  A  noble  lord  liad  compared  the  ui|« 
happy  situation  of  his  Majesty  to  tfiat  of  a  subject  su^rii^ 
under  a  similar  severity  of  affliction;  and  he(Lord£ldoe) 
would  venture  to  say,  that  should  the  Amendment  propo^ 
that  night  be  carried,  his  Majesty  would  be  deprived  of  the 
consolations  common  and  attainable  to  the  meanest  of  his 
subjects,  (//ear,  hear!)  "  It  is,"  said  Lord  Eldon,  'Uhe 
pure  and  current  doctrine  of  our  history  and  Constitution, 
that  the  politic  eye  of  the  Sovereign  cannot  see  the  frailties 
and  infirmities  of  the  mental  man.  And  if  the  recovery  of 
his  Majesty's  health  l)e  the  object  of  an  anxious  and  a  wise 
solicitude,  how  does  it  behove  us  to  guafd  against  any 
.'decision  which  may  infringe  the  united  obligations  of  public 
principle  and  private  feeling  ?"  There  might  be  men  who, 
in  the  ri^idness  of  abstracted  doctrine,  or  in  the  breadth  and 
uni,versaTity  pf  their  philantbropyi  were  capable  of  forget- 
ting the  personal  feelings  of  the  Monarch,  in  the  discussion 
of  his  interests.  Noble  lords  had  boasted  that  they  con* 
sidercd  the  Prince  of  Wales  without  reference  to  the  indivi- 
dual ;  and  although  this  might  be  fine  in  principle,  it  was  a 
species  of  political  philosophy  which,  practically  uoder^ 
stood,  he  did  not  envy  them.  Adverting  to  the  subject  of 
the  Household,  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,'*that.  the  officers 
were  never  appointed  by  his  Majesty,-  and  of  course  not 


4ft)  t&B  PARLIAMENT  A  Icy  REGTSTBlt.  [LO^Dfl, 

dependent  on  Mm*  Scarcely  a  tnenhil  serTatit  ow^  his 
frltnafion  to  the  King;  he  might  say  that  his  Majesty  did 
not  rsoeite  a  clean  Sbfrt  from  any  penon  selected  by  liim- 
iolf.  Soppeeiog  the  case  of  an  tnterrnptioo  of  the  Kingly 
authority  for  six  ffcAst  as  it  might  be  of  fonr  or  of  two, 
irould  any  neceasity  be  asserted  of  sutrplyme  tbe  exercise  of 
an  the  prero^thfes  of  the  CroTvn  ?  Would  it  he  said,  that 
for  this  period  any  danger  or.  inconvenience  could  nrise 
fwm  permitting  ttrem  to  oe  dormant  or  inactive  f  And  if 
no  sueh  danger  could  be  apprehended,  was  tlie  definite  ex- 
tension of  ISO  short  a  period  the  f^itimate  source  of  alarm  ? 
A  noble  ioid,  whom  he  did  not  tnen  see  in  his  place«  Iiad 
thought  the  precedent  of  1788  inapplicable ;  were  that  noble 
'lord  piesent,  hewoulri  ask  him  to  what  precedent  he  would 
look,  io  thecase  of  the  Regent's  death?(ifeflr,  hear !)  Was  not 
tins  a  possible  case;  and  one  proper  1o  engage  their  lordships 
attention  f  Looking  to  such  consequencesi  ho  must  refer  to 
the  pforision  made  at  the  mote  recent  periods  of  our  history, 
lo  the  e4th  Geo.  II.  and  the  5ti)  Geo.  til.  What  if  thcix 
loidships  had  begun  to  act  in  1789,  as  it  was  then  recom- 
mended by  tlie  noble  lords  on  the  dth^rside,  and.  had  sue* 
rendered  to  a  Resent,  the  unfettered  exercise  of  all  the  Royal 
Prerogatives !  i  et,  at  that  period,  the  most  sanguihc  of  bis 
Majesty's  advisers  ^id  not  entertain  hopes  of  his  recovery, 
nearly  so  confident  as  they  were  now  authorized  to  indulge. 
Had  they  so  alienated  the  appropriate  functioi^s  of  tbefr 
Monareh,  he  was  bold  enough  to  say,  .that  the  resumption 
of  ha  Royal  Authority  must  have  been  impeded.  It  was 
now  to  longer  said,  that  the  powers  of  the  Crown  were,  too 
^reat,  that  its  inflnmcebad  too  cxlciisively  incredsoj,  sen- 
timents with  whicli  he  unquestionably  had, never  accorded  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  a  new  position  seemed  to  be  taken, 
namely,  that  the  authority  of  the  Regent  could  not  be  left 
too  unlimited.  He  would  simply  ask,  whether  it  was  RU 
ting  that  all  the  cautions  taken,  and  all  the  barriers  es- 
fablished  in  1788,  ought  now  to  be  neglected  and  overlooked^ 
i^nd  a  new  system  of  arrangement,  Tomided  on  principles 
subversive  of  the  former,  introduced  I  And  this  at  a  penod, 
when  the  restoration  of  the  King's  health  was.  an  event 
more  within  the  scope  of  pmbability  than  before.  He 
wished  that  noble  lords  would  take  into  their  conicien- 
tioos  consideration  the  reflections  which  thesp  topics  sug- 
gested ;'  he  had  endeavoured  to  impress  iheip  with  all 
the  energy  which  be  possessed,  and  was  safisfled  at  leatt 
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Vfith  fliscliargiag  irhat  h«  Mt  to  be  a  most  mJkmmmi  im- 
port  ani  duty.  «         .      , 

Eart  Sptncer  declared  his  sense  of  the  ma^Mlnde  of  tlie 
question  on  whicb  the  House  was  caHed  to'deekfe9.bal  couU 
not  be  of  ofHoiofi  that  the  biaA  of  personal  fiN*Jiog»  waa  ait  al^ 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  proper  determination* 
He  disliked  the  argument  founded  on'tbeif  previous  adjoorn- 
roent&^for  be  bacl  opposed  that  delay  which  was  thus  used 
as  operating  in  £iyour  of  continued  protraction.  He  trusted 
that^  lie  was  not  kss  sensible  tluin  others  of  the  suitings 
which  all  classm  united  to  depMre,  aud  that  the  expceaiioa 
of  opinion  in  that  House  would  never  be  so  far  perverted  at 
to  justify  insinuations  against  any  noble  lord's  humanity.  Ho 
could  not  help  regarding  the  speech  of  the  noUe  and  learned 
lord,  aa  built  entirely  on  a  fallacy  that  aocompanifid  and 
pervaded  every  branch  of  his  avgumenit.«^Tbat.ni»bleftBd 
learned  lord  bad  argued  from  the  Regency  Acts  oif  Geo.  II. 
and  Geo.  II L  that  no  Begent  had  ever  .existed  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  without  restrictions.  He  (Lord.  Eldon)  seemed  lo 
be  forgetful  of  the  distinction  between  a  prospective  limita« 
tion  of  powers  to  be  entrusted,  and  a  limitation  on  the  actual 
es^ercise  of  authority.  He  had  also  studiously  abstained 
from  any  attempt  to  show  that  the  power  of  creating  fieera 
had  not  always  existed  siace  the  lievolution,  however  tlmt 
power  might  have  been  vested.  Jt  was  true  that  (kHiocila 
had  been  appointed,  but  in  all  those  cases  th^rahad  been  no 
restrictions,  and  the  permanency  of  the  Sovereign  power 
was  unimpaired.  He  (Lord  Spencer)  was  one  of  those  who- 
thought,  however  tash  and  unfounded  the  opinion  might- 
ap|iear,  that  many  sinecures  and  pensions  might  be  with- 
drawn from  the  Koyal  patronage  with  advantage,-  when 
the  King  was  seatedou  his  throne,  which  ought  not  to-  tio 
taken  from  the  Regent  holding  only  a  temporary  authority. 
He  would  attack  the  Royal  prerogatives  in  their  vigour,  not 
in  their  weakness  and  suspension.  Last  of  all,  would  he 
•attempt  tq  injure  the  noblest  of  them  all,  the  highest  and 
brightest  ornament  of  Sovereignty,  whose  lustre  he  hoped 
woukl  never  be  tarnished  by  any  interruptions  pr  temporary 
difficulties.  It  was  a  point  on  which  he  was  not  deiivering 
a  sudden  or  premature  opinion  ;  he  had  thought  deeply  or 
ih^  question  in  i7S8'%  and  sui)scquent  considecatioa  haci 
served  to  confirm  his  adherence  to  those  opinions  of  wbioh 
he  had'  fcH  himself  called  on  unexpectecuy  to  lenew  ibl 
f^|)ress.iont 
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A  quest  ion  arose  hereabont  order*  ^hicfi  oecopied  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  time,^  but  which  we  understood  to  be 
finally  determined  by  the  Chairman,  Lord  Walsingham, 
upon  wbiph  Lord  Selkirk  rose,  but  delivered  his  sentiments  ' 
in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  as  to  be  quite  inaudible  below  tlie 
bar.    He  opposed  the  restrictions. 

Lord  Clancartjf  spoke  on  the  other  side. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk ^  in  a  short  speech,  contended  that 
the  officers  ot  the.  Household  should   be  regardrnl   in  a 
political  view.      It  was  well  known  that  they  were  re- 
movable by  Ministers,  and  perfectly  dependent  on  their  ' 
will. 

Lord  Holland  said,  afler  all  that  had  fallen  from  many 
of  their  lordships  upon  the  subject  of  their  respective  feel- 
ings and  sympathies  for  his  Majesty's  sufferings,  he  trusted 
he  might. be  allowed  to  lay  claim  to  as  large  a  share  in  the 
general  concern  for  the  King's  illness  and  the  general  anxiety 
^for  his  .recovery  as  any  of  the  noble  lords  opposite  could  * 
reasonably  pretend  (o.     He  agreed  with  the  noble  earl  who 
brought  forward  the  Resolutions,  that  the  two  principal  * 
objects  for  which  they  were  to  provide  were,  first,   the  ' 
general  and  paramount  provision,  that  the  public  weal  should 
receive  no  injury;  and,  secondly,  that  all  necessary  measures  ' 
should  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  sccurinjj  to  the 
King,  upon  his  recovery,  the  unobstructed  resumption  of  his 
Royal  functions.     To  those  two  points  he  was  willing  to 
refer  all  the  ob^rvations  he  had  to  make;  and  in  doing  so,  ' 
be  could  have  wished  that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack  had  been  contented  with  that  or  some  such  order. 
The  learned  lord,  however,  had  not  excited  any  expectation 
which  the  tenonr  of  his  speech  had  disappointed:     He  had 
frankly  acknowledged,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  or  wish 
to  argue  the  question.     He  was  anxious  only  to  convey  to 
tbejr  lordships  the  impressions  it  had  made  upon  his  feelings, 
and  to  that  extent  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  fully  suc- 
ceeded ;  but  as  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  acknowledged  ' 
(alent  and  acuteness  of 'that  noble  Jord,  to  suppose  that  he 
could  speak  lon^  upon  any  subject  without  arguing  uixm  it» 
so  he  ^Lord  Holland)  admitted  that  the  noble  lord  had' 
argued,  but  argued  in  such  a  way  as  to  shew  that  no  noble 
loid  who  did  not  approve  of  each  and  all  of  the  Resolntidns, ' 
could  vote  in  support  of  the  question  now  before  their  lord- 
ships. *The  principle  upon  which  he  (Lord  Holland)  took 
his  stand  against  the  proposed  Resolutions^  was  the  broa4^ 


pvnciple,  thiltlie  MoMidij  wfts  not  to  be  Afirtif^  o#  {M 
.eonttitiitional  pf«it>g«lives.  Tb^  as  a  ^eml  posftiM^ 
had  not  Uao  dupwted  bjtbe  noble  lords  opposHe :  but  tilcy 
eontend  that  the  diflkreffie«  ofexisting^ciromnstaiioM  may 
five  rise  to  a  case  of  jast^ble  exctptkmf  aad  on  tbaf 
groond  tba  tioblo  and  learned  lord  approved  &f  tkt  te^ 
atricfkms,  beoanse  the  exercise  of  the  \BegA  aufhorfty 
was  to  be  bot  temporary — ^this  was  the  retf  reason  whj  hB 
opposed  the  limitations*  When  he  used  the  word  liniHiN. 
tions,  he  did  not  mean  as  operating  upon  the  R^enrt)  Wt 
«p<m  tbe  RojnatI  authority.  The  Royal  aothoiifjr  cannot  be 
limited  br  restrained  within  narrower  Iknits  than  thoM 
within  which  the  laws  have  already  confined,  or  ttxkf 
keteafter  contineit.  If  tf leie  was  one  principte  of  the  Gm* 
stittttion  more  clearly^  established  than  another,  it  wa^  tbit, 
that  the  Royal  authority  could  not  be  abrid^  or  cuitafletf 
without  its  own  consent ;  and  no  measare  whieb  had  a  tm^ 
dency,  for  any  period,  howerer  shorty  to  Kmit  that  power 
without  its  own  consent,  should  ever  have  hiS'Suppdrt*.  Art 
he  now  came  to  tbe  considemtion  of  those  arguments  wbiuii 
be  had  heard  that  night  from  a  noUe  riscount  on  the  cnM 
bench.  That  noble  lord  had  pursued  a  tmin  of  leaaoafa^^ 
which  appeared  to  him  to  lead  to  conclusiora  of  the  mSt 
pernicious  tendency  to  all  limited  Monardiies,  and  indeed  tfii 
all  weHK^onsCituted  governments  whatever.  It  was  saldf« 
that  they  had  no  ri^ht  to  make  an  unqualified  tmnsfer  or 
that  authority,  which  waa  the  King's  rightful  propertjr* 
What !  were  their  lordships  to  be  told,  that  the  powers  ami 
authorities  Tested  by  the  law  in  tbe  King,  for  the  wdl 

f^vemmeoft  of  this  realm,  were  the  prtfperty  of  the  Khig  {" 
bey  were  not  his  property.  The  Constitution  vested  ib 
bim  no  such  property;  but  consigned  them  as  a  trt^^l,  to 
be  used  by  the  Ring  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  and  thte 
consideration  restored  the  qfuestion  to  its  true  and  proper 
ground.  The  prerogatives  of  the  King  were  a  part  <of 
tke  rights  of  tbci  people ;  and  all  encroachment  upon  tbe 
one,  without  the  King's  consent^  did  appear  to  him  io  be 
nothing  less  than  an  invasion  of  the  other.  The  right  of  thai 
If  Ottse'to  alter  or  abridge  that  part  of  the  people's  prlvilegea 
might  well  be  questioned ;  but  tbe  people'^  right  to  have^ 
at  all  times,  the  Monarchy  int^ral  and  iinimpaired,  as  the 
Constitution  gave  it,  was  indisputable.  Their  lordshipi 
bad  pasied  a  Resolution  aaiuming  and  asserting  tbe  right  of 
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both  Routes  to  rapply  tbe  defect  in  (be  penoBal  exemat 
of.  the  Royal  authority.    He  thought  at  the  time  that  Resolu- 
lution  inexpedient,  if  not  unwise**«nd  now  what  had  been 
the  result  ?— After  their  bold  avowal  of  that  right,  tiiey  had 
timorously  receded  from  the  foil  eq^ercise  of  it-^they  bad 
leaaoiied  for  the  undoubted  right,  and  that  in  its  fullest  exer- 
cise, and  then,  by  a  gross  non  seqttUur,  conclude  that  the 
greater  the  certainty  and  the  la]titude  of  the  right,  the  mom 
cautious  and  confined  should  be  their  exercise  of  it*    The 
tiA  tone  in.  which  it  was  asserted,  is  immediately  lowered 
when  they  come  to  act  upon  it ;  and  then  they  confess,  as  it 
were,  by  the  measures  they  pursue,  that  tbey  can  do  no 
moie  than  deal  out  some  pitiful  remnant  of  the  prerogative 
^some  contemptible  shreds  and  patches  with  which  they 
would  invest  the  officer  whom  they  profess  to  enable  to  re- 
store the  Government.     He  would  not  now  i:cvive  the  q«e&« 
tion  of  right»  or  stop  to  consider  what  sort  of  practical  com* 
meAtary  the  proceedings  of  both   Houses  made  upon  the 
righHhey  bad  assumed ;  but  of  this  he  was  clear,  that  there 
existed  one  right  which  no  man  could  be  bold  enough  to  dis* 
pute,  and  that  was,  the  riglit  of  the  people  to  the  whole  Con«- 
stitution  of  their  country  .-rTbe  prerogatives  of  the  Crown 
were  essential  parts  of  that  Constitution,  and  when  their  lord* 
ships  were  proceeding  for  the  restoration  of  the  Executive, 
the  people  had  a  right  to  require  that  the  Constitution  be 
.  restored  along  with  it. — ^The  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
referred  to  the  cases  of  Regency  in  the  reigns  of  George  the 
1st  and  George  the  Hnd,     He  was  sorry  the  learned  lora  had 
Bot  thought  fit  to   make   any  reference   to  a  preceding 
instance,  the  Regency  Act  of   Queen  Anne^-tne  6th  of 
Queen  Anne,  which  vested  the  Itsgency  in  certain  Lords 
Justices  on  the  demise  of  the  Queen,  befojre  the  arrival  of  the 
Elector  of  Hanpver — in  this  instance  ^he  tenure  was  not  only 
more  temporary,  but  the  time  was  defined  and  luiown  ;  and 
yet  it  appeared  from  the  words  of  the  Act,  that  all  power 
and  authorities  were  vested  to  be  exercised  in  as  full  and 
ample  a  manner  as  such  were  to  be  exercised  by  those  who 
were  tp  succeed.      There  might  besides  have  been  points  of 
dissentioiK  concerning  which  all  were  now  agreed,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  should  be  Regent,  and  that  the  Prince 
should  be  sole  Regent     There  was  no  idea,  he  believed,  of 
putting  the  Regency  in  commission-^suppose  the  Great 
Deal  was  put  into  commission,  this  would  not  diipunish  the 
authority  of  the  Chancellor  -,  but  if  thi^t  part  of  his  duty 
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which  iva».  granted  by  special  commissioD,  and  "wiiich  r^' 
Itod  lo  bankraptciciSy  the  cere  af  lunftlics,  aad theguaidian- * 
ship  of  wards — ^if  the  King  was  advised  to  transfer  that  part' 
of  his  diity  fVom  the  Chancellor  to  any  other  plersoh,  o6re ' 
there  must  be  an  essential  diminution  of  the  official  powier, 
tbbu^  ii6  injury  would  necessarily  be  done  to  that  people's 
intevtets  by  dueh  a  division  of  the  office ;  and  fn  this  case  there/ 
would  be  n(i  riorhts  wrested  fr9m  the  public ;  but  Ithe  restrip^^' 
tions  .on  ^the  Rosrent  were  an  abridgment  of' the  fuh'c^* 
tioDS  of  the*  Crown,  which  functions  Were  a  p&M?  of  the" 
peopleVuiiddabted  rights:— It  had  been  said,  that  the  Regent- 
was  unknown  to  the  Cotnmon  Law-^-^of  tliis  he  had  his' 
doubts;  the  instances  of  the  Earl  of  PembrpJ!(e,  the  Dukes  ojf^ 
Gloucester  and  York  proved,  that  at  l^st  the  offioe  q^^ 
CuHas  Regm  "WBs  not  unknown.  And  here  he  Qoutd  noW' 
but  advert  to  the  character  both  of  the  restrictious-^ud  of  the  ^ 
reasooingj  by  whibh]  at  other  times  those  restrit:t{6n3  wer^  j. 
attempt^  to  b^  supported.  They  certainly  appeared  id  * 
bear  in  them  a  republican  aspect,  which  bught  rather  tO|  ^ 
deter  than  invite  imitation.  "The  mode  of  arguing  that  held  ^ 
out  the  Throne  to  a  number  of  candidates,  and  seemed  to'say^  ^ 
that  as  in  clMKlsing  a  chairman,  we  were  hot  bound  ti>  choose ! 
the  80A  %Sk  cfaatVfflfan,  so  in  chokysing^  Regent  we  were  not 
bdkinH  to  dh^9to  ihe  son  of  a'Kiti^;  This  sort  of  reasonihg,', 
heithou^lit,  was  as-littte  v6id  of  feeling  as  one  that  had  caUcd 
fofth .tIie.cefi$uMei  of  thote  ^hp'bad  resorted  to  it.  And  t^^ 
tboiigbti'thlit  'the  iHiUe  ^nd  leartied  lord','  in  speaking  of^tW' 
fteiings  with  wtifeh  be  had  been  so  violently  agitated,'  hnii ' 
of  his  detertilinatioli. to  act' tip; ^o  those fi^tngS|, had  beeti', 
rather  too  exclusive  in  his^iAbd^  of  laying  claim  to  tHeWii 
The  noble  lord  OOuld  not  fiiirly  Engross  to  himself  all  fettling  f 
upon  a  subject  of  such  general  Calamity. -^He  (Lord  Itotlarid> 
had  not  uniformly -observed  that  the  best  test  of  a  man's* 

K*e^,  was  the  vehemieilce  or  frequency  of  hi^  expression  of  it.  ^ 
had  rather  fouiid^  if  he  might  judge,  at  least,  from  his. 
own  personal  experience,  that  the  affliction  which  weighed* 
upon  the  heart,  seldom  rose  into  any  noisy  tiestimonies  of 
its  existence— that  it  wa6  at  once  deep  and  still,  and  that 
silenoewsks  thegenutneetoquenceof  Itssincejrity;  when  he  had 
felt  most,  he  had  been  most  silent.     He  coula  nol:,  therefore,  * 
allow  the  noble  lord  to  tell  him  that  he  did  hot  feel  as  a  maa 
and  ^  subject  for  the*  sufferings'  of  his  Sovereign-^-if,  how- 
ever^  so  much  was  to  be  claimed  by  the  noble  lord  upon  th« 
gfoond  of  feeling,  somiB  indulgence  might  be  allowed  to 
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ibam 9mx0i md dmmi  <o  fMr  Bloaaroli,  whaivere  9«fc 
cbiiged  to  make  tiieir  leelingi  give  way  to  ike  neoeaiity,  ani 
Here  piobibited  from  aaj  approaoli  to  the  Rojal  pcnoii*-^ 
.this  instaooe  was  ooe  to  shew  that,  aAictiaf  as  the  ctm  was» 
it  was  jet  to  be  traatedaa  a  case  of  neoessiij* 

The  ooUe  earl  bad  spokea  of  the  speech  of  the  KioTt  in 
ajiprqval  o£  the  proceedings  in  1788,  and  of  the  admiess 
fiom  that  House,  as  a  precedent;  and  yet  the  mode  of 
4ddraBs  to  the  Vriace,  to.take  oo  him  the  Regenoy,  was 
ol^tef toaiinloBoiaL  Herethenoblelord  went  o^er tl»aig«i«' 
acols  akeady  befiNna  the  pablic,  contending  thai  the  King's 
speech  was,  proper^  oonsidecad,  but  Uie  speech  of  the  Mi* 
mstei^  aad  but  apanegyric  passed  by  theittaelveB^pon  their 
oym  conduct.  Tben^  was,  nowever,  one  citonmsUaoe  in 
Hhicb  the  boasted  precedent  of  1788  could  not  be  bronght 
to  boar.  It  was  said  that  at  that  time  the  neasnics  thea 
mqpdsed  had  mot  with  the  geoeial  applause  of  the  oouatry • 
ne  beliefed  it  had.  Tho  peopfe  might  then  have  been 
jpiteased  with  those  measures,  but  wens  thcgr  so  now  F-^uiso 
the  reTeiBo^tbe  ^general  voice  of  the  couAtf y  waa  a^pRioal' 
tnem*  The  noUs  lord  ought  smile ;  but  he  assuaed  hun,  bo 
himself  was  tbep  furnished  wMi.  seveiaJl  petitioito  agaiast 
them — some  of  them  from  the  very  couatks  and  lowna 
wliiohhad  sent  up  petitions  of  an  opposite  kind  jtfheu  Wilr^  < 
liam  ni.  fiat  cao^  to  our  deiivcraoce.  He  was  wtUing^  to*; 
tr^  it  by  that  test,  though  be  admitted  that  iiifi  pepidarltjr 
of  any  measure  iraa  not  an  infaUiNecritoiiQn  of  i  ti.piiDprietgr ; 
bat  utbe  noble  loid  waa  U>  frnqnentany  of  those  meetings, 
wliere  those  petitions  ha4  been  resolved,  be  would  not  laugb 
at  ihem.  But,  notvithstandiD|(  those  anddther  marked  &« 
pJEirities  between  the  existing  curcomstaocca  and  (hose  whidkb 

Efvaited  at  tjie  time  of  .17iB8,  sliil  the  autboriUr  of  Mv. 
t  was  beld  forth  to. sanction  the  adofitiou  of  his  pbm. 
under  circumstances  dissimilar-^his  oame  was  used  as  o 
sbidd  to  protect  defects  no  i»isonio(|^  could  excuse ;  tbtfbar^ 
name  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  thought  sufficumt  to  obviate  every  ob» 
jection. — It  reminded  bim  of  an  aoeodote  respecting  a  boy 
who  wrote  a  Greek  theme,  which  he  shewed  to  Doctor 
Bentley,  as  made  up  of  extracts  from  Pindar;  the  Doeior 
objected  to  t^ie  bad  Greek ;  Sir,  replied  tho  boy^  it  is  Pindar 
•-^td  the  &lse  grammar ;  atMl  he  was  tohl  it  was  Pindar— 4a 
the  false  accents;  still  fae'^fiw  tokl  it  \ifaa  Piadar  S"-4o  every 
fi^plt  discovered,  to  every  obgection  started^  tboaeady  repljr- 
iras  <<  Phidar  j^*^  and  on  (be  Doctar  btHU^  mo?edani 
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Qiged  with  Piodar,  lie  ai  last  mi,  <'  Well,  sir,  if  Ikb  te 
Pindfur^  Piadar  was  a  bold  feUow,  md  jqu  are  an  iivifMtdtai 
oae."*  (J  ioitgh)*  The  aoble  lord  next  adverted  to  ibeafaBurd 
apprehension  of  the  King  on  his  recovery  being  obstructed 
in  his  resumption  oCbis  powers,  and  treated  this  objection  m 
theaame  manner  in  which  it  had  been  already  fluisaAerad. 
He  concluded  by .  contrasting  the  conduct  and  opinions  of 
those  who  had  aSboAed  tc  U&  such  alarati  at  the  introduction 
of  a  bill  to  abolish  Reversions,  as  an  attack  upon  the  Royal' 
Prerogative,  and  who  were  now  the  foresBoat  in  forwardiog 
a  meas4ue,  the  direct  tendency  and  operation  of  which  wan 
to  abridge  and  "vestrict  the  most  esseatial  bran^eties  of  tkm. 
prerogative.  ■  t 

.  Lord  Harroabj/  he^kn  by  slating,  that  he  coukl  not  ajnrae. 
with  the  Boble  baron  (Lord  UoHand)  in  the  view  helkadi 
taken  of  the  gmiinds  upon  which  their  lordships  weie  to 
vote  upon  thepioposed  ameadment .  That  noble  lord  badsaid^ 
that  no  person  who  was  not  ready  to  vote  for  all  the  suhsi^ 
q«ienl  rostrictioQS^  oould  vote  for  keepbg.  in  the  words  pro-* 
posed  to  be  left  <mi.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  as  appeareil 
to  him,  undeuiable,  that  no  person  who.wasnot  prepare^ 
t»  Attire  every  part  of  the  subsequent  restrietioins,  couU 
OQBsisteptly  vote  K»r  the  omission  of  those  words«  No  noble 
lord  badyet  objected  toibe  Resolutions  respecting  theprivatr 
propesty  oftfaeKiog,  or  respecting  the  contifiuance  of  b 
Mrt,  at  least,  of  the  Household  under  the  controul  of  the 
Qneeo.  These  were  certainly  restrictions ;  for  without  the 
subsequent  Resolutions,  they  would  both,  under  the  generoi 
terms  of  the  first  Resolution,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
ffsat  It  therefore  would  be  a  complete  contradiction  if  WB 
struck  out  from  the  first  Resolution  ev6ry  word  which  iof 
plied  any  limitation  to  the  power  of  theli^ent  with  a  view 
of  proceeding  afterwards  to  limit  it.  The  noble  lord  had 
also  stated  aa  ot^ctioa  in  bar  to  6ar  power  of  limitatioa« 
He  thought  that  when  we  had  declaied  it  t9  be  our  right 
and  duty  to  provide  the  means  of  supplying  the  defectof 
the  peisonal  exercise  of  the  Royal  Authority,  we  had  ex- 
pressly limited  our  rights  and  duties  to  tiie  mere  supply  of 
that  defect,  and  were  restraiaeLl  firom  doing  any  Ihmff .  but 
appointing  a  Rq^^nt  with  the  whole  authority  of  a  King« 
The  very  Idler  of  that  Resolution  woold  not,  however,  bear 
him  out  in  this  constructioB ;  for  we|  ckarly  reserved  the  * 
exercise  of  our  discretion  in  the  concluding  ifrofdSf  ^S  in  such 
manner  as  the  etigeocj  of  the  case  aboukl  appear  to  requita'! ; 
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Besides^  this  Resolation  titis,  ioiidem  verbiij  ihe  same  ili 
tiras  passed  in  1788 ;  and  as  it  was  then  followed  by  ii  varietjr 
of  other  Resolutions,  imposing  reBtrictionsythis  contemporfr* 
jieous  exposition  of  its  raeaniag  was  irresistible.  The  noble 
lord  had  also  stated  that  a  complete  faUacy  pervaded  the  ar* 
gnments  of  his  noble  and^  learned  friend  (the  Ijord  Chan* 
oellor),  when  be  had  argued  Arom  the  Rq^enor  Aol»  of 
Geo.  If.  and  Geo.  III.  that  the  whole  authority  of  the  King 
bad  never  been  granted  to  a  single  person.  This  was,  hem*' 
eretf  correctly  true ;  and  the  fetters  imposed  upon  a  Reagent 
by  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  Council,  which  he^ 
oould  not  remove,  and  without  whoae  consent  (in-some 
cases,  of  a  majority  of  five,  in  others,  of  a  majority  of  the 
whok  body),  he  could  do  nothing,  were  much  greater  than 
those  which  were  now  proposed  to  be  laid  upon  the  exer« 
oise  of  a  few  brar^ches  of  the  prerogative.  Such,  however, 
was  the  importance  given  by  the  noble  lord  to  these  few 
branches,  tliat  all  the  rest  were  in  his  eye  only  shreds  and 
scraps  and  patches  ;  for  those  were  the  terms  in  which  he 
characterized  the  powersof  war  and  peace,  and  the  eatirecon*' 
tronlof  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Revenue  of  the  empiie. 
But  it  had  been  argued,  that  although  the  powers  were  not 
all  vested  in  one  person  by  these  acts,  yet  that  all.  the 
powers  were  vested  somewhere.  Even  this  was  not  correct,- 
for  the  Regent  and  his  Council  were  not  invested  by  either 
of  those  acts  with  an  uncontrouled  power  of  legislation^ . 
They  were  expressly  debarred  from  giving  the  Royal  Assent  - 
to  the  repeal  of  specified  acts ;  and  it  there  were  any  qingle 
limitation,  it  was  sufficient  to  native  the  principle  of  a 
B^enoy  absolutely  unlimited.  But  supposing  that  had 
not  been  the  case,  be  should  still  ooatena  that  tliose  acl» 
cKd  not  apply  to  the  present  case.  They  were  "passed  by  a 
complete  Li^islature,  consisting  of  King,  Lords,  and  Cwn* 
mens,  whose  power  was  entire,  and  to  bie  exercised  ac6ofd- 
ing  to  their  uncontrouled  discretion;  We  were  not  in  that 
state. — Every  act  we  did  was  iuformal ;  our  power  lyas  de- 
rived solely  from  necessity,  and  every  step  we  took  beyond 
the  warrant  of  that  necessity  was  not  only  informal  but  il- 
legal. We  required  mucn  stronger  grounds  to  justify  the 
grant  of  the  authority  we  gave,  than  the  refusal  of  what  we 
might  think  proper  to  withhold.  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
that  we  must  keep  two  objects  in  view  ;  first,  that  the  inte- 
rests of  the  people  miffht  be  secured  ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  King  mighty  upon  his  recovery,  resume  his  power,    in 
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an  enlarged  view  of  the  questiojn,  these  objects  were  ooe  lind 
ilic  same^  for  in  providing  for  that  resumption  we  were  prcR> 
vklifig  for  the  interests  of  the  people.  But  if  we  consenteq  fiat 
a  moment  to  consider  them  separately,  we  should  find^  thai 
wlili  respect  to  the  6rst,  the  true  principle  was,  thatsuffif 
cicnt  power  should  be  given  to  carry  on  tlie  govempoeoib 
during  the  interval ;  and  with  respect  to  the  second,  that  no 
power  should  unnecessarily  be  given  to  any  temporary  aoK 
tlioj-ity  to  do  that  which  the  permanent  authority,  whea 
restored,  could  not  undo.  This  consideration  applied  im* 
mediately  to  the  first  restriction,  that  of  making  peers* 
What  were  the  uses  of  this  prerogative  ? ,  To  enable  tho 
King  to  reward  signal  services,  naval  or  military.  Tbia 
power  was  withheld  in  1788.— -~ Why  ?  Because  we  weic 
then  at  peace^  It  was  proposed  not  to  be  withheld  now-^ 
because  we  were  at  war;  t)ecause  services  of  this  nature  we4i» 
the  only  services  in  which  the  merit  which  claims  reward 
could  be  ^xed  to  a  particular  action,  and  where  the  grati«. 
tude  of  the  public  mi^htfeel  impatient  to  be  embodiieid  in 
some  distinguished  mark  of  the  Royal  favour.  Another  uat: 
was,  to  reward  services  in  other  professions,  the  eminent  ai&-> 
charge  of  official  duties,  or  thedi^lay  of  political  talents.; 
or  to  fortify  that  House  by  the  accession  of  persons  of  higk- 
birth,  great  possessions,  or  extensive  ioiuence,  in  order  to 

Eeserve  its  relative  importance  to  the  other  branch  of  tlMr 
^gislature.  For  these  purposes  the.  existence-  of  such  a 
prerogative  was  eminently  useful  in  the  varioua  circun.*' 
stances  which  might  occur  during  a  series  of  years;  but 
could  any  man  say,  that  a  suspension  of  this., power, for  m 
single  year  could  disable  the  Kegent  from  -carrying  an  hur 
government?  Look  to  experience — the  present  Admioit>« 
t ration  bad  been  decried  bv  their  opponents,  as  deficient,  im 
strength  and  power.  Had  they  found  it  necessary  in  four 
years  to  prop  op  their  weakness  by  any  such  exertion  of  the 
prerctt^ative  ?  why  then,  for  one  year,  should  it  be  necea* 
sary  for  the  Regent  i  Thejre  was»  however,  another  ground 
upon  which  this  prerogative  had  been  distinctly  claimed  by 
a  noble  marquis  in  an  early  part  of  the  debate.  He  baa 
^ted  it  to  be.  necessary,  in  order  to  give  the  Grown  a  con* 
troul  over  the  deliberationa  of  this  House.  That  cafles.might 
occur  in  the  course  of  time  (rare,  however,  thc^  most  be), 
in  which  the  •  use  (^  this  prerogative^  for  this  object,  might 
be.  justified  byextrefne  necessity,  he  was  not  djaposed  to 
4^ny«    But  welf  t))ey  likely  to  occur  in  ci  Angle  year ! 
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Molbnff  but  ike  declaration  <if  the  noble  iharquif  could 
btTe  m  him  to  anppoee  it.  Bot  he  was  now  compelled  to 
iear,  that  it  mif  bt  not  only  be  possible,  but  probable,  that 
Ae  adriten  o(  the  Recent  might  introdnce  measures,  to 
which  they  were  perfectly  aware  tliat  the  House*  as  at  pre- 
Mil  constituted,  could  never  be  brought  to  consent,  and 
which  could  only  be  crammed  down  thehr  throats  by  the  in* 
tffdaction  of  overwhelming  numbers.  The  noble  baron  hadi 
said,  that  those  restrictions  were  intended  to  secure  the  re- 
•vmption  of  the  King's  power.^  This  be  denied;  in  that 
mpcct  they  were  unnecessary ;  for,  with  them  or  without 
them,  where  was  the  man  to  be  found  who  would  dare  to 
oppose  such  a  resumption  ?  But  they  were  necessary  to  make 
that  resamption  effectual,^  to  prevent  such  obstacles  being 
opposed  to  the  full  exercise  of  the  Royal  Power,  as  to  render 
luat  aittbority,  when  resumed,  merely  nominal ;  or  to  force 
Ae  Kbig,  by  the  abuse  of  his  prerogatrre  in  the  Regent,  to 
abase  it  stiH  further  himself.  How  could  he  countemct  a 
mmerons  creation  df  peers,  but  by  a  creation  still  more  nu- 
jtteroos  ?  if  we  looked  forward  to  the  melancholy  possibt* 
htjy  stated  by  the  noble  baron,  of  future  retncns  of  the 
same  indispctoition,  the  necessity  of  this  restriction  would  be ' 
still  more  evident.  The  advisers  of  the  Regent^  bot  for  a 
single  mosfth,  might  fill  the  House  with  their  political>dhe* 
vents.  The  advisers  of  the  King  ore  compelled  to  the  same. 
Tbis  fresh-  influx  is  repeated  from  time  to  time ;  this  House 
becomes  the  sport  of  contending  parties,  till  tossed  baok« 
IMvds  and  forwards  by  the  impulse  of  those  conflicting 
waves,  its  honour,  its  dignity  hod  independence  are  oi^r-* 
wbehMed  and  wrecked  for  ever.  We  aid  not  do  our  duty 
if  we' omitted  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  so  dread- 
M,  styiifemediaUe  an  eviL  His  lordship^  next  proceeded 
to  comtder  the  Resolution  respecting  the  Houssbold.  He 
objieclcd  to  it,  as  brooght  from  the  Commons^  both  because 
it  proposed  to  make  some  immediate  alteration  in  the 
llousebold  of  the  King,  and  because  it  proposed  to  make 
tbe  same  provision  for  the  period  now  existing,  in  which  ho 
bad  strong  grounds  to  hope  for  the  recovery  of  bis  Majesty, 
and  fot  the  pos^ble  pertoo,  in  which  we  might  have  equal 
grounds  toiear  the  contrary.  No  provision  could  be  nsado 
which  %ould  apj^y  to  both  these  periods)  we  must  eMher 
do,  what  would  be  too  much  for  the  first,  or  tdo  little  for 
the  seootid.  Beft  his  main  objeotion  ^imtt  to  any  ititerferanoo 
i  katcvsv  wMi  it  at  (ht  i^vcsetki  monieot«    He  wds  bappy  t» 
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fibfl  thatin  tW  xvluileeourae^if^ this,  debater^  a{ reference  to 
the  feetings  df  his  Majesty  ba<)  not  becnftbought  rlisorderTjr. 
Such  a  reference  had  tioi  betfn  thought  60  4n  1788* ;:  and  it 
had  been  particiriaTly  sanctioned  h^B  'iiobledo|*d^  whose  si- 
tuation at  that' time  in  the  other  Hofm^  miide  the  preserva- 
tion of  order  his '  peculiar  ^  duty. '  They»  *fcfeifl  then  been  iold 
to  consider  the  feelings  of  bis  Majesty -^^  if'  he  shout  J  find 
that  Parliament  had  availed  itself  with  eagerness  and  avidity 
even  of  the  shortest  interval,  to  nev^model  the  officers  atten- 
dant upon  his  persou^^and,  by  a  'Ynisetfibl^ economy,  to  de- 
grade their  Sovereign  from  ^hosecircdrnkancc^  of  splendour 
which  belonged  to  tfa^'rank:in<^htch.  he 'was- born^  and  to 
the  station  which  hes^iirocotipied.'  •;  Yet  this  W3s  what  w* 
were  caHed  upon  to  doto  a.^oeHakrexttnt,*  by  theHesolu- 
tion,  as  it  then  stood.  For  siidi  was-lhe^onnection  belfieen 
the  different  offices  of  tb^  Ho!isekM>ld,|fromitbe  highest  USiHt 
lowest,  that  we  coiild  libt  make  *'thi^  nepatatioil  propos^^ 
without  new^raodelling  the  wholel  '  This  ive  mi^ht  be  com- 
pelled to  do  at  some  future  m'elaiicholy  period.  iBut  where 
was  the  necessity  to  shew  our 'eagerness  and  avidity  I0  do  it? 
£ven  without  the  authority  of  this  great  ^exatnpte^'  hbiv«wa& 
it'possible  for  us  to  exclude  from  this  deb^ite^  tM  corftidera^ 
tion  of  bis  Majesty's  ieelings  ?  One'^  our  detJnirddf  objects 
was  to  provide  for  tire  resumption  of*  his  pow^r^  «pon'  the 
happy  moment  of  his  recovery.*  *tJnless'our  wishes  were-  a 
mere  pretence,  and  out  prayers  to 'Heaven  okily  an  idle 
mockery,  and  an  impious  insult,  we  must  consider  vfhtA 
Would  be  the  effect  of  our  decision,  iu  promoting  or  obstruct- 
ing that  recovery!  If  we  were  about  to  do  that,  which 
might,  which  must,  nay,  which  ought,  to  obstruct  it,  if  his 
Mlijesty  had  the  feelings  notof  a  King,  but  of  a  man  ;  if 
we  created  a  cause,  which  must  produce  an  almost  necessary 
effect,  how  could  we  justify  to  ourselvesthis  wilful  blindness  ? 
How  could  wd  avoid  feeling,  that  by  unnecessarily  creating 
the  canse^  we  were  responsible  for  the  effisct  ?  If  this  argu« 
ment  prevailed  in  1788,  \Vhat  6ught  to  be  its  weight  now? 
ijis  Majesty  found  then,  upon  hb  recovery,  that  his  Parlia- 
ment had  paid  him  every  tribute  of  tender nc«s  and  respect, 
and  was  gmciously  pleased  to  repay  thera  with^  the  expres* 
sions  of  his  warmest  gratitude.  Upon  his  recovery  from 
his  present  indisposition,  what  would  he  find  ?  That  the 
same  tenderness  and  respect  has  been  no  longer  shewn.  If 
his  feelings  would  have  been  acute  then,  what  must  they  be 
now  ?  W  hat  must  be  his  additional  pangs,  ^yheb  he  reflects. 
Vol.  I.— 1811.  3L 
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dial  two  Mid  twtoljjr  jeanof  addiiiolid  «xerti(M  fdr  the 
m^Ukieaild  prooMltly  of  his  oedplei  of  MdiliMid  cteiiBB  to 
tlieir  «mflMSk»  bad  dmnrtd  Urn  t>f  bis  beat  reimtd  ^tte 
'moon  be  IheiiMmea  of  their  a6ectioiiate  BlIaehflMit  t 
Whiilhadbedoiie«o«>#fcitU}  What  bad  been  the  efenlfl 
ojf  tboee  two  teid  Hrentj  yean  ?  He  bad  steered  hifi  people 
fa  iaAty  thraogk  the  stonns  of  war  and  revolution  ;  and  his 
throne*  had  bMi  presented,  even  more  by  the  veneiation 
ihHiirad  by  his  virnieS)  than  by  the  jipganlic  abilities  wbibh 
«|mmU  it.  His  kadship  ooadiided  by  oonjuring  the  Hoiute 
not  to  hisbsiffht  ofthaecoosideratioiis,  and  bydeokruig 
thiit  be  shaiild  vote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Boble  Haiqiais  to  the  [first  Rei^Iationy  and  for  the  amende 
JuMit  fmposed  Inr  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  fiRh. 

hoidihr€9nUus§Aihixmtl(  called  upon  to  slate  his  view 

«f  the  subject,  from  tbe  wnderited  manner  in  which  bis 

name  and  principles  had  been  refinted  to  by  other  noble 

loids.    It  was  not  diflkuU  to  see  tbe  otgeot  of  suoh  exaMe- 

fated  oomplimenli ;  indeed,  the  intention  was  too  manifest 

ei^en  to  deceive  the  most  unsuspectjng :  much  more  manly 

would  it  hate  been  openly  to  state  the  difficulties  in  which 

loniier  sentiment^  itiight  be  presumed  to  have  involved  hira^ 

thati  mlder  the  cover  of  strained  panefnyric  to  pfaux  the  hope 

of  iocraaaed  embanassnient.      He  could  however  assuic 

sioble  losds  that  he  itever  felt  oo  any  former  ooossion  letl 

Mabartasied  than  at  the  present.    Even  had  cirqumstancos 

9<m  indiloed  him  to  support  a  course  of  conduct  dtftrio|; 

fifom  that  which  on  a  former  occasion  he  had  followed,  it 

^fSs  not  the  apprdiension  of  inconsistefoey  0at  would  swervib 

him  from  his  duty..    To  purchase  the  character  of  being 

'^consistent,  he  could  never  consent  to  pay  his  integrity  as 

•the  price.    L^t  tbat .  be  the  sacrifice  of  those  who  valueo  tbe 

sentiknents  of  otbeis  more  than  reflections  of  their  own  mind 

or  the  ap|>iobation  of  their  own  conscience.    In  considering 

every  political  question,  he  felt  it  to  be^is  first  duty  to  take 

^into  his  vi^w  what  at  the  tiftie  the  interests  of  tbe  oountry 

VQmjlred,.and  what  it  was  incumbent  on  him,  as  a  nuhnbor 

ofParliameit,  to  recommend.    Though  the  line  of  conduet 

pursued  liy  the  noble  lords  rendered  these  remarks  neoiasary, 

they  were  not  applicable  to  the  opinion  which  he  was  then 

about  to  conmiunieate..    He  had  already  declared  his  coo* 

Victite  of  the  right  being  in  the  Estates  of  the  Realm  to  sop- 

:p\y  the  deficiency  in  tfe  Royal  Authority ;  he  considered, 

theiefore,  thiit  it  followed  as  a  mtui^l  coasequence  Umt  the 
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iMitip  that  o(Miveyed:tbe  power  to  create,  imported  itbo  thd 
Bower  to  limit  or  abridge*    It  was  in  bis  opinioii  a  soleciraa 
m  iraaoniDg  to  contend  that  those  in  whom  the  power 
e]^isted  of  creating  Regenti  were  incapacitated  firom  aocbm- 
puiying  the  applointineat  with  restrictions  accommodated 
to  the  existing  necessities  of  the  country.    At  the  same  time 
that  the  nature  and  extent  of  tliese  restrictions,  if  restrio* 
tions  at  all,  were  a  question  wholly  to  be  considerad  on 
grounds  of  ex[)ediency.    Much  was  said  of  the  precedent 
of  1783 ;  and  it  appeared  from  the  manner  in  which  that 
part  of  the  subject  was  pressed,  that  noUe  bide  opgosi^ 
ieemed  to  think  their  loitkhips  bound,  under  the  penalty 
of  disloyally,  to  support,  and  any  one  who  once  reoom* 
mended  to  continue  bis  sanction,  under  the  penal^  of  being 
considered  inoonsisteDt.    He  could  not  siifficAeiitly  otademil 
the  too  ^preat  use  that  had  been  madeof  penonaichaimdery 
nor  the  acrimonious  feelings  which  the  iiiTfdious  eoiipari^ 
son  of  departed  great  men,  had  very  nnfertnnately  dtawn 
iferth.    With  the  two  great  cbaracfen  most  hiokea  up  to 
on  both  sides  of  that  question  in  178d,  be  had  the  happiness 
to  be  well  acquainted,  and  of  each  he  must  say,  lu  loiil 
Bolinbroke,  when  some  officious  parasite  endeatoursd  to 
depreciate  the  ^mt  duke  of  Marlbbrongh,  On  his  hearing 
•  t^at  ^  he  had  liis  failings,  but  he  was  so  great  a  man  that 
^^  he  forgot  what  they  i^ere.'*    Tl)e  subject  of  ooori  jteratidii 
for  their  loidships  then  was,  to  ascertain  the  yiew  that  they 
oiight  to  take  of  the  question,  under  the  present  mdMCholy 
emem^cy,  together  with  the  appHeation  of  the  precedent 
ef  1788  to  present  circumstances.  Jt  was,  howemer,  ine^ 
coiicilable,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  noble  lord  should  press  . 
so  strongly  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  the  pvepedent  of 
1789,  at  the  time  that,  in  the  Resoluthms  they  proposed^ 
they  deviated  firom  the  most  essential  principles  oif  ti^ 
RcsduUons  of  that  peribd^-H  deviation  which,  of  itad<^ 
should  induce  him  to  oppose  one  of  their  Resolutions* 
l?he  House,  in  considering  the  subject^  sfaonld  faitty  ask 
themselves,  whether  the  circumstances  of  thejmsent  period 
were  essentially  diffsrent  from  the  state  of  affiitrs  in  1789  ? 
A  noble  Viscount  had  token  a  rer^  limited  view,  when  hh 
idlnded,  for  hb  argumept,  to  the  mcrease  of  onr  naval  aqd 
military   means,   and   the  conseouent  expendituie  and 
patrona|;e«    He  should  have  extended  bis  thoughts  further, 
"and  estimated  the  circumstances  which  had  kd  to  thb 
augmented  expendituie.    lodeed)  it  would  be  as  reasoaaUe 
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(o;re^a}ate  ilbe  Constiluiion  of  a  ^overncaent)  suited  to  that 

fQfiiK]^  by  the  state  of  thin^  in  17S8,  as  it  would  be  to  fix 

a  war  aiMl  peace  ehtabiishment  now  by  the  standard  oC  those 

tbat  ^erenitted  to  political  circumstances  twenty-two  years 

ago.  i^W-ilh^respect  <o  the  in^posilion  of  restrictions  on  th^ 

Ke^ency  now.,  ^ive  it  will  defieiid  upon  the  nature  of  thenot 

how  ht  slko^kl  the  his  yote«    Asa  general  principle,  he  would 

9ay.)tb^,;for  sake  of  example,  a  distinction  should  be  pre-* 

er.vyrd  belr^efyntorigioal  iuidxJ^eg^ted  power ; .  and  that  atem- 

l^*ryjt|lU)<^ity,'when  restricted,  was  best  restricted  as  to 

|li^4»Q«^ityi4.of.<?oufe«rjlng..]])eraianQnt'i;ights.     To  restrict 

t^ie'-jti^esrti  i^'^rthe  pt^ragQ,  upon,  that 'priqci pie,  was 

•ad'yii>«4>l$;f.but  though  h^.>v|is  willing  to  give  his  assent  to 

till]  ftri^d^ftgf  no.efHthiy..€onsidera(ion.c<>uld  jnduee  him  to 

8i)f<)i'hilb'^l<)n|ijl.iav€t^ript  the  Hesplu(^QQ  .on  that  pouit 

pij^lioflf^tyfj,^  Thf(J  have  coupled  it 

>filii<jiMfe(^i(>tv$9.^hid)  .iv0nt  to  destroy  some  of  the  first 

flwii^io^lA^MiVKM^g^^^principN  oi^kur  party — an  exception 

lil^ifh  (w^>ito<.cir^pm^be  she  paths  of  honour,,  aod 

i^RAp^hejt^'Qpip  of  tfe^sn  (ealgiKoi'tlmt  proud  birth-right 

bjf.lv^^lv^jBi^efiiKtiti^  Uofiotir  aqd.. preference  was  ope^  to 

i^HS' ^fVHI^l iudividvaJ   in.  jtlie   meane^t^  Qi>ttage.  in  this 

C{l^\lnir^.^^li!iihOl}t'  oojuid  >u;^r.niisrepre^at  him  as  to  sup* 

PQ^i|hftt/)eiwpukl  as^H^rsfs  ibtf  honoiif  .pf  those,  two  distin- 

l^i^|^^l(Vices,  the  Army  gnd'Kayjf. ,  *  On  tb6/ContFapry»«  he 

£dA*t|^!i^obiii.(y  ^  thai.  Hciu^  tp  h^  far:thorQ9moble^>jf  if}^ 

iiimm^l^of  s\\c\\  chaFa<;t^rs-7!st|U9ib9W6yer,  there>ma(y  be 

P<i<)Miti^^ -wkere  ,tbe  iiiWi)«0!>K9i  ei  :t%&.  yreiof^tiye  asrto 

»««raei»^Wg))t.bevai<|enclcd,iiftith  gi^ateviLV-Fiw  iiwt^ni^e, 

J9Mh^ WP*^<i^>^"^  tO;  tbe.  higb  Jta^.pffi<:eSi'  or  to  obtain  % 

gxmUifr  suj^plyiQf. legal  talentia tha^  lioUise-Triit  wpifld^be  of 

fi^  fipt,(in^pf(]Ftancq,|it  ex|X^ptio9s\f^f|4o  h^rt  all  allowed, 

ikf^iA  sbq»il(|.H^9ibrHoe,otb^r^br^pcbe9  q(  i\\e  publicJ service 

^pli^e  ti^o^.flf:the,Airaiy  ^^Ji^vj^-  ,:  But  the  ex;ceptipn,  as 

.lt^Q|il,6tqpdy.WSi8  raost;iHlibu$i  and/palciilated  to  e^bli^h 

|b^  iwst'jinfvi^ious  distjiiijCtiaDs  betw^n.tb?  Cionsti^uent  p^uts 

Ipfj^hat.Jilouse. .     .,  ,    _  . 

^,  <  T^ip^b(?;iprd.pi:9!Q€|ede^tpiemark  thfs  difference  between 

4^Q  otl^^r^olutio^s.and  those  of.  1789;  in  the  latter  there 

[w^'^p.^piitartion,  becajuse,  from"  the  uncertainty  which 

j(nen.pre|iiailed.as  to  the  nature  of  his. Majesty's  infinnitv» 

it^K^s  impossible  to  £ix.a.stan(lard.     With  respect  to  the 

cafe  of  hi^  Majesty's  private  property,  that  could  not  be 

cpnsideredin  ^^pljghtof^  restriction  upon  the  Rqpe^t* 
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U  ivasy  howeverv  a  n^^alation  trkich  Ibeilouses  of  Parlift^ 
vaenU  under  tbi)  pceeieht  drcqmstances,  had  a  ri^Ht  (^ 
pr^vklp.  He  Imd*  ht)W4»ver,  an  objcicfion  <a  pledge  himself 
eveo  ^tp  pooler  .t'he  poiwerto.  tb**  Repent  under  restrictionti 
lest  by  such  vote  he  should  be  bound  to  Support  any 
restrictionfi\f|iiv*h  the  nob)e  lords  opposite  should  press  for 
their  lord^rfrips'  n^Uiption.  Relative  to  the  disposition  of 
the  Hou$eh6ldy*]iK|)ntf&rrrcd  the  Kc^oUition  as  it  cainelibin 
Ji^i.CoittfTiQns^  to  that,  M^^bioh^  he  widefstoodi  it  was  ttbe 
»>(4;nti^  <^^ illwrv)bte:  Sefctetary  to  propb^e;  and  Ui&  pre?- 
fqreoce  waa  foundb1.««pon  the  principle,  that  it  provided 
'  JHot.pply.  fur  itbe  icotnfor^a,  bat.  for  the  digrtity  of  the 
JSovx?reigr\, ,  Tht  manner,  in  nvhich  that  principle  will  be 
carried,  into  etfeiei^  would;  beconie  the  sufayect  of  future  full 
consideri^tioi^,  ji  Xhj»  propositi<^ii  of  the  ^ioble  Secretary  lie 
considered  Tilde  aivd  incotiside4-a<e,  not  fitted  tor  the  object 
which  it  hnd  in  vi'^'w  1(,  did  not  pive»  ax' was  assumed, 
flheconlroul  tt>]  th^  Qneen  over  the  Monarch's  servants — 
ncjitlicr  did  it  4>|[0YiiW  th^t  the  sick  l)ed  of  the  Sovencim 
sl^dd  be.  aitendcij;  9S;it  iidght,  with  the  ensigns  of  tie 
Ro^^i^l  di^oily/..  From  thi^  statement  he  was  sure  their 
]ordsi)i()s  would  observe,  that  his  opposition  to  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  noWe  S«*cretary  was  in  no  degree  at  variance 
with  his  former  opinion^ 

4.  .[Lord  iir^jww/.  denied  having,  said  any  thing  that  cduld 

jt^ply  thfjt  he  consiiiered  the  powers  ofjhe  Crown  as  personal 

,pr9perty.?-Ton .  the  contrary,  he  admitted  that  they  were  d 

Jr^st  for  the  b(*nefit  of  the  people.     He  also  denied  iiaving 

.fikfed  that  the  restrictions  on  the  Res^ent  depended  entirely 

^oiif  expediency,     fie  considerQ^rl  tbern  as  partly  depending 

^j9Q,expe(^i^nc},  and  partly  <in. the  principle  of  marking  the 

,(li^in(Ctioq jbciw^n  an  original  and  a  delegated  trust.     The 

noble  harptt^Or^^i^v**^)  hwiia^tnitted,  that  th^re  ought  to 

jbe  >o(ue  restci^tion — and  by  voting  for  the  Resolution^  he 

would  pledge  jbim^f.  to- nothing  more  than  this.     If  the 

restrictive  words  were  left  out,  the  Resolution  would  go  to 

vest  in  the  Regent  all  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown-*even 

the  command  of  the  privy  purse,  which  was  contrary  to  the 

noble  Baron's  declared  intention.   As  to  the  restrictions  with 

regard  to  peerages,  tbd  ground  of  the  exception  in  favour 

of  naval  and  military  officers  was,  that  unless  they  received 

the  honour  immediately,  they  might  possibly  never  receive 

it  at  all.    At  tbe  same  time  he  was  aware  of  the  force^f  the 
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Mfgmneot  io  oppositim  la  this  dkliiiolkio,  and  (beiefiMe 
he  thould  have  no  objectioii  to  withdniw  the  exoeptioB. 

The  mimbafBdn  loid  I/uiadoip^'B  amendment  mrkavintf 
flit  of  the  fint  RewlatioD,  llie  noids  ^  sabject  to  warn 
VMtridmn,  ftc.''  were, 

Conlcati        •        -       -       *        105 
Non-4:ontcnts         •       •        .        ]Qt 
The  majorily  was  here  Afee  against  Miniateis. 
'    Lmri  Lnerpool  then  proposed  the  omission  of  the  pri Ti« 
IsRf ,  wbieb  had  been  supported  by  his  friend  Mr.  Feroeval 
In  the  Commous,  namely,  that  of  granting  peerages  for 
OKtraordinary  naval  and  military  ssrvices:    and,  oertajn 
opposition  lords,  who  preibrred  the  fall  restriction  to  an 
fnvidious^distinction,  voting  on  this  oeoasion  with  Ministen, 
the  numbers  were,  for  lord  liverpodi's  amendment9 
Contents        -        -        *        «        106 
Non-€ontents         •        •        •        ](X) 
The  resolution  upon  the  patronam  of  the  Household  stood 
nt  it  came  from  the  Commons.    The  majority  was  also  the 
same  as  in  the  Committee  of  the  lower  House,  namely  19. 

The  final  division  was  upon  the  question  of  receiving 
proxies, 

*  Contents  -  ,  •  -  -  90 
Non-conte|its  ...  102 
.  [it  will  be  seen,  then,  fiom  the  preceding  statement  that 
the  Resolutions  sent  iip  by  the  Commons  are  altered  by  the 
lords  in  two  points  only,  the  first  resolotion  nndergmng  a 
<4iaage  in  form  merely ;  the  words  '^  subject  to  such  resmc* 
Cions,  &c.''  being  omitted.  The  ri^t,  however,  of  impo- 
sing restrictions,  was  not  thereby  renounced,  as  is  evident 
from  the  tenonr  of  the  other  Resolutions.  By  a  change  in 
that  respecting  peeraecsi  the  Regent  is  withhridqtMn 
panting  them  genemlTy ;  having  by  th^  disposition^  made 
in  the  Commons  been  albwed  to  confer  those  bonoon  on 
of  extraordinary  desert  in  the  Army  mA  Navy.j 
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The  Ckmcelkf  ofihe  Exchequer  movnl  for  a  copy  of  a 
lefler  from  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal,  dated  4th 
Janv  181],  which  was  ordered. 
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Ihe  Chmcdior  of  the  Excheiiuer  presented  «t  tlw  Imr, 
papeiSi  by  order  of  the  House,  in  whioh  irts  the  abom 
letter.  It  was  ordered  to  be  nsid«  and  stated  the  ap()lioalioa 
of  tbo  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  Privy  Seal,  and  the  reasoa 
for  not  complyifig  with  it;  which  was,  that  it  was  contrary 
to  the  express  letter  and  sf^t  of  the  oath  of  iheDcpaif 
Clerk,  to  pat  the  Priyy  Setl  to  any  instrument  in  <the  waf . 
which  had  been  desired  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  Oi^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

f%e  Chancellor  of  the  Ejcdhequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  House  to  resolve  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  take  into  consideration  the  Correspondence  between  ' 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Auditor  of  ilie  £xdhe- 
quer. 

On  the  question  being  put, 

JUr.  Tlem^  assured  the  right  hon.  gentleman  he  wished 
not  to  throw  any  dWcuUy  in,  the  w^y  of  bis  motion,  or  iof 
the  pcoposition  to  be  considered  undter  it ;  but  he  thought 
the  House  should  be  on  their  guard  bow  they  gave  into  the 
practice  of  going  into  Committees  on  various  subjects.  They 
tiad,  at  the  commencement  of  the  business,  determined  to 
Gonfinp  themselves  to  the  single  case  of  appointing  a  Regent, 
and  had  therefore  formed  theniselves  into  a  Committee  4Mi 
the  State  of  the  Nation,  and  he  thouj^t  this  busuiess  would^ 
be  much  better  adapted  to  that  than  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

Th:  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he  was  of  the  sbumt 
opinion  on  that  i>omt,  if  that  Uommittee  had  not  b^  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next :  but  as  the  House  was  now  put  in 
possession  of  the  documents  which  would  enable  it  to  judge 
of  Ae  nature  of  the  case,  and  as  he  conceived  that  as  it  was 
in  a  great  measure  appoint . of  fonn,  whether  they  should  go 
into  a  Committee  of  tiie  whole  House  or  a  Committee  on  tec 
State  of  the  Nation,  he  hoped  no  obstacle  would  be  thrown 
in  the  way  on  that  account  If,  however^  it  shouU  be 
thought  by  the  House  that  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation  was  highly  preferable,  and  it  should  be  found  that 
the  House  would  not  i>c  deviating  too  much  from  its  usual 
practices  to  enter  now  into  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
mtion,  be  was  very  willing  to  proceed  in  any  way  the 
House  might  thin^  most  proper. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  difficult  to  give  an  opinion  on 
the  .present  case  as  a  matter,  or  on' a  ground  of  precedent; 
the  Ccmvention  Parliament,  at  the  Revoliition,  had  confined 
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their  proceedinjGtfi  to  the  single  point  of  filling  up  the  racahcy 
in  the  third  Estate :  in  the  RestontHon  Phrliaitieiit  they  en- 
tered into  a  throat  many  money  'riiatters  and  other  su^yjects. 
AccordinjET  to  th^  present  usage  of  the  House,  he  tlion^ht 
they  could  ^o  into  a  Committee  on  the  Stat^*  nt'ihc  Nation, 
that  Committee  having  been  adjourned  to  TuesdRV,  wilh'otit 
departing  from  the  customary  practices  of  the  Flousc;  but 
in  all  cases  he  conceived  Parliament  has  ever  proceeded 
according  to  its  own  views  of  the  necPhsity  of  the  ca^. 

The  Chancellor  of  iht  Exchequer  said,  that  from  wYiat 
had  fallen  from  the  Chair,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  no  more 
than  one  form  against  another. 

Mr.  Adam  was  of  opinion,  that  there  was  a  great  detil 
more  than  form  in  this  objection  of  his  right  hon.  friend ;  and 
if  there  was  reality  in  it,  the  House  ought  to  consider  it. 
He  would  therefore  submit,  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
into  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Natio*),  and  thought 
the  adjournment  to  Tuesday,  was  no  bar  to  such  a  proceedings 
Great  importance  seemed  to  him  to  attach  to  the  name  of  the 
Committee  the  House  should  now  open.  It  had  been  agreed 
to  go  into  the  State  of  the  Nation  only,  and  if  it  was  now 
agreed  to  open  any  other  Committee,  there  VfBS  no  knowing 
where  they  might  end^ 

Mr.  Yorke  sirid,  it  appeared  to  him  io  be  unimportant, 
whether  this  business  was  taken  up  by  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,- or  on  the  State  of  the  Nation*  He  was  willing 
to  proceed  in  either  way.  He  thought,  however,  that  if  a 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  was  deemed  to  be  pre- 
ferable^ only  that  the  adjournment  stood  in  tlie  way,  that  ob- 
jection might  be  obviated  by  making  a  general  entry  on  the 
Journals,  stating  the  case  exactly  as  it  is,  and  that  such  is 
the  reason  for  not  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation. 

Mr.  Pensonhj/  could  not  bring  himself  to  consider  this  in 
8Q  immaterial  a  light  as  it  had  at  first  ftppeared  to  be.  The 
House  had  very  lately  seen  the  weight  of  precedents,  in  the 
opinions  of  great  numbers  of  members,  and  with  what  vehe- 
mence it  had  been  ui^l  whether  these  precedents  were  rij^ht 
or  wrong.  They  would,  therefore,  perceive,  that  makmg 
another  precedent  at  this  moment,  on  very  doubtful  grounds, 
could  not  be  an  immaterial  point ;  and  it  Was  therefore  neces- 
sary they  should  confine  themselves  to  the  State  of  the 
Nation  ;  for  if  they  sufiered  the  House  to  be  led  into  the  con- 
sideratiou  of  other  matters,  there  was  no  knowing  what 
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lengths  thej  mi^t  iiot  be  asked  to  go.  The  special  entry 
on  the  Journals  just  mentioned  by  the  right  bon.  gentleman, 
might  perhaps  in  some  measure  obviate  the  principal  part 
of  the  bbjcictiony  and  as  such  he  deemed  it  deserving  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  {A  cry  of  Chniry  chair,  chair.) 
'  The  Speaker  said  lie  -was  unable  to  state  more  on  the 
subject  than  he  had  already  done,— to  accelerate  the  C5ora- 
inittee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  would,  in  his  opinion  be 
a  departure  from  the  usual  practice  and  proceedings  of  the 
House.  If  the  House  should  think  proper  to  proceed  in  a 
middle  way,  and  direct  any  entry  to  be  made  on  the 
Journals,  he  would  see  that  such  entry  should  be  correctly 
stated. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ^  was 
•    ordered,  that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Larpent,  the  deputy  clerk 
of  the  Privy  Seal,  should,  as  well  as  the  said  correspondence^ 
be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

*  *  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose  and  said,  that 
afler  the  discussion  which  had  already  taken  place  on  this 
subject,  the  House  would  be  enabled  to  form  some  ground  of 
opinion  why  he  should  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  bring 
tnis  business  before  the  House  of  Commons.  His  opinion, 
feunded  oil  the  most  Prions  consideration,  was,  that  it  would 
be  better  Ministers  should  have  done  it  by  themselves,  on 
ifaeir  own  Tespdnsibility,  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament, 

0.  when  their  ^nole  conduct  as  to  this  transaction  could  be 

fairly  and  fully  laid  before  the  two  Houses  for  their  con^ 
deration  and  approval.  The  House  would  see  by  the  papers 
the  absolute  necessity  there  was  for  the  immediate  issue  of 
the  money — ^but  every  member  in  the  House  ought  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  grounds  on  which  this  money  was 
■  to  be  issued.  Within  these  walk,  it  was  impossible  any  one 
should  conceive  that  Ministers  could  have  a  thought  of 

*  '       raising  or  issuing  money  without  the  consent  of  Parliament 

had  l^en  first  obtained :  but  in  this  case,  the  whole  he  had 
attempted  \o  do,  was  in  his  idea  mere  matter  of  form.  An 
Act  of  Parliament  {(he  Exchequer  Jet)  ha?  directed  the 
mode  ini  which  money  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  after  being  granted  by  Parliament ;  and  the  mode 
thereby  prescribed,  is^  that  issues  of  monejr  from  the  Ex- 
chequer shall  only  be  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Great 
Seal,  the  Privy  S«il,  or  the  directions  of  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  appeared  to  him  and  the  other  Lords  of.  the 
Tmttttry,  that  as  certain  sums  of  money  had  been  expressly 
Vol.  1.— 1811.  3  M 
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appropriated-  by  an  Act  of  FarliaoiQiit  tov  tbe  pfyticiilav 
^Irvices  of  the  Army  and  Navir»  i\ip  EjccbttjpijBc  ^oukl  have 
been  fully  justified  ui  issuiog  tfiose  monies  on  ili«  waHr^nt  oi- . 
tI)o  Fir^  Lord  of  tUe  Treasury,  it  being  under  liie  direclionn 
of  ao  Act  of  Parliament ;  aiid  therefore  b4»  looked  upon  tbo 
King^a  Signature  as  aieiKt  matter  of  form.  In  coB^iiaice, 
IioweTCf)  of  what  he  had  bcfoio  stated,  and  of  wliat  fell  from- 
the  rigbt  honourable  f entlcman  opposite,  thai  sudi  ao  oidea 
might  not  be  obeyed,  ne  had  applied  foe  a  Privy  Seal,  whioU 
i!irould  have  been  a  sufficifsnt  authority ;  bi)t  not'Mng  able  to 
obtain  thai}  he  had  issued  tbe  two  warrants  for  thi»  money. 
It  was  no  concealal  instrument,  but  openiy  i^ued ;  and  bo. 
had  immediately  dispatched  them  to  the  Auditor  of  tiM? 
Receipts  of  his  Majesty^  £xcb^iier^  Theso  Wanraots  were 
Kou  1.  and  No.  S,  for  5d0^00GK  each ;  oneon  aocount  of  tbe 
Treasuiier  of  the  Navy,  and  tho  other  oa  ^ccouot  of  tlie  Pay^ 
master-gcileral  of  the  Forces*  To  tbosf  warr^anta  be  bad  ra«i 
ccived  an  answer  from  tlie  noble  loid,  wiio  was  Auditor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  words  of  which  be  woold  now  road*  Afler 
acknowledging  that  Mr.  Fiah^r  bad  brougbt^  bim  the  twoM 
i^arrants,  his  lordship  says  (No.  3),^^  I  havebee^  npito  this 
moment  totally  unapprised  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
their  lords^iips  to  transmit  me  any  s^Pb  w^^rant,  ^t*'  To. 
tjjis  he  \tlie  ChanceUrH-  of  tbe  {Ixchequer)  transmitted  tb^ 
answer  contained  in  No.  4,  and  refcaed  generally  to  tbe  oor- 
rcspondence  which  bad  taken  place  on  tbo  subject* 

Tbe  right  honourably  gentleman  protested  to.the  Honae 
10  gr^at  sincerity^  that  be  could  not,  after  this,  correapondoace 
and  th$  kgal  opipions,  bring  to  his  mind  to  sup|Km  tbo 
noble  Lord  would  have  refused  to  agree  to  the  issue  reqiiived. 
b^  the  warrants,  but  that  He  would  have  cont^ted  himielf  . 
y^ith  protesting  strongly  a^inst  the  measure,  and  li^^e  left 
it  entirely  to  tb^ responsibility  of  Ministeir.     He  migbt, 

f?rhaph  have  taken  a  Wfong  step ;  but  if,  with  two  Acts  <^ 
arliament  c^  pressly  i^  bis  ff^voua,  he  bad  come  down  to  the 
twbtiouses  to  trouble  them  on  this  subject,  he  shoald  hav)^ 
expected  to  have  been  cabled  tbe  mo^t  puaillaniiiioaB  Minia^ 
ter  that  ever  was,  in  hesitating  to  do  that  frem  his  own  au- 
thority, which -the  exigency  and  necessity  oftbecaaeio 
imperiously  required*  In  the  Loan  Act,  (wssediast  Sfi98^«,< 
three  or  more  Lommissioners  of  the  Tre^ury,  or  the  High 
'X^reaaurer  for  the  time  being,  wereauiiioriKed  and  empowmd 
to  issue  the  monies  approiMfiated  by  that  Act  to  the  sejryio^ 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  ;  and  the  proceodinga  wbicb>bav« 
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tnt^lrdtiUd  in  the  Trmnnry  of  tb&  Excheqirer,  bftFtng  i6e 
aotfiority  of  the  Sign  Maaital^  sieemecl  to  iiihi  to  have  been 
rnatter  of  form ;  a*d  he  did  ilMvefore  take  upon  bimsetf  ta 
issue  the  order,  which  Uni^ht  be  reprehiensible ;  but  he  did 
it  mi  a  firm  convrietioa  oF  wlmt  he  hkd  stated  bein^  the  case 
till  the  refiml  of  the  Depaty  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal  baii 
donvinced  him^  he*  at  least  thou^it  that  could  not  be  c)is^ 
penned  wtih.  *  He  migfit  lie  stjrlttl  a  Rewbell  by  somb,  ir 
Rewbell  and  nn  Usurper;  but,  consctouB  that  be*  had  onijl^ 
been  dftcbarj^inv  his  duty,  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  re- 
quiml,  he  con^^ssed  he  did  not  feei  much  alarm  at  mcff 
epithets-arid  imputations.  It  mightbesaid  that  there  were 
no  precedents  for- this  in  the  proceedings  of  Parllaihent  iA 
1788*9 ;  ami  that  in  the  present  year  we  were  actinfitt  oon> 
trary  to  wh«t  they  then  did.  But  suppose  there  had  been 
no  act  like^HfiS'  at  that  time,  if  no  similar  case  had  then  oc* 
camed, 'should  wesiythat  if  such  a  case  had  then  hap^ 
pened  to  come  before  Parliament,  they  would  not  have 
met  it  in  the  way  he  proposed  to  do?  At  that  time  the 
country  was  in  profound  pence^  i)nd  no  steps  wen?  taken  iu 
many  cases  where  the  Great  Seal  £^nd  Pri  v^  Seal  were  requir^^ 
because  our  f^rei^n  relations  did  not  actually  require  it ;  but 
in  many  cases  at  home  the  Pri^y  Seal  bud  been  used,  su^h  as 
the  }m^  going  their  circuits,  &c.  Therb  had  also  boeii 
otders  for  removing  troops/  from,  Ireland  to  America,  in 
which  the  offiiDer  issuing  the  cTrder  htid'  declaned  he  had  not 
the  official  authority ;  but  those  receiving  it  knew  the 
reason^  and  ^ould  therefore  do  it  on  the  respoas'rbitity  of 
Ministers,  to  be  judged  of  according  to  the  exigency  and 
necessity  of  the  case,  illustrated  by  what  be  conceived  to 
have  been  Ihe  feeling  of  Parliament  on  that  occasion.  He 
bad  been  told  that  an  opinion  had  been  escpres^d  out  of  that 
House,  that  if  troops  must  of  n<^.cfi^ty  be  sent  to  Portugs&l^ 
and  Parliameilt  Was  sitting,  Ministers  could  not  le>tally  send 
them  without  tbe  aUtbdrily  of  Parliament  for  so  doing.  Rut 
li<»w  would  the  House  deal  with,  a  subject  of  this  sort?  If 
Ministers  were  to  apply  ic*  thb  House  for  such  a  purpose  as 
that  of  sending  tro»ps  to  Portugal,  they  ought  to  lay  befoi^ 
It  all  the  documenti;  reiatii^e  to  sudi  retnfbroements— nay, 
the  whole  state  of  the  array  in  Portugal,  of  its  wants  and 
necessities,  ii#elligence  whtcb  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
^nemy  in  el  ilf^  hours  after  it  was  thus  prortiulga^.  He 
thought,  therefore^  the  rei^ponslbilily  of  Ministers  was  in 
l»iich  A  case  preferable  to  a  Ootiimitlee>of  li^e  two  I  louses^ 


4AS  THE   PAftl^IAllBNTARr   BIOM^BR.  [OOM. 

who  cnnnot  act  without  such  connmunioitions*  On  that 
responsibility  he  had  acted  as'  the  necessity  of  the  case  ap- 
peared to  him  to  require,  and  he  hoped  he  had  not  anticif 
pated  erroneously  the  decision  the  House  would  come  to  pa 
the  point.  A  case  of  exi^j^eiKcy  had  now  arrived.  The 
money  was  not  to  be  got  by  any  other  means  but  by  this 
application  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that  it  was  much -belter  at  once  to  allow  the  Minis- 
ters to  act  upon  their  own  re&ponsibtlity,  until  the  deficiency 
in  the  Royal  Authority  is  filled  up.  It  would  be  almost  im- 
possible for  the  two  Housesof  Parliament  to  interfere  directly 
in  ever}'  issue  of  public  money  for  the  services  of  the  State. 
If  that  were  to  be  attemptedi  there  must  every  week  or  two 
be  conferences  between  the  two  Houses,  and  there  would 
be  repeated  and  endless  debates  on  every  particular  issue. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  be.  much  better  to 
empower  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  grant  the  proper 
warrants  during  the  time  that  the  Bo^al  Authority  re- 
mains unsupplied.  He  should  tlieretore  move,  ^"^  1st, 
that  it  was  necessary,  under  the  urgency  of  the  present 
conjuncture,  that  dqring  the  time  that  the  exercise,  of 
the  Royal  Authority  is  suspended,  Uie  various  sums  of 
money  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  Navy,  Army,  and 
Ordnance,  and  specifically  appropriated  to  those  purposeSy 
should  be  issued  and  supplied.  2(i(,  that  it  was  expedient, 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  should 
issue  their  warrants  to  the  Auditor  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Exchequer.  And  Sdly,  that  the  said  Auditor  and  oUier 
Officers  of  the  Exchequer  are  hereby  authorised  and  com- 
manded to  pay  and  issue  from  the  Exchequer  the  sums  of 
iboney  contained  in  the  said  warrants,  signed  by  three  or 
more  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  in  the  warmnt 
of  theSIst  December,  1810.'' 

Sir  John  Sebright  conceived  that  the  course  pursued  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  the  best,  the  widest,  and 
the  manliest  course  he  could  have  adopted.  He  would 
certainly  have  wished  that  h0  had  proofed  with  greater 
promptitude  to  fill  up  the  deficiency  in  the  Government. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  bad,  in  this  instance,  acted 
as  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  without  flinching  from  the 
responsibility  which  he  had  incurred.  He  could  not  avoid 
admiring  the  jfair  and  manly  way  in  which  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  stated  bis  case. 

Lord  Temple  said,  that  if  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  felt 
^imself  in  a  distressing  9ituation  with  respect  to  the  issue  of 
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money  neoessarjr  for  tb«  public  service^  it  would  bt  incura* 
beut  on  the  Honae  to  go  a  little  back,  and  consider  what 
were  the  circumstaneeB  which  led  to  this  distressing  situa-v 
tion.  Parliament  met  on  the  IsC  of  November,  the  day  to 
which  they  had  been  prorogued.  Frequent  adjournments 
had  been  proposed  by  that  right  honoumble  gentleman, 
and  agreed  to  upon  his  distinct  assertion,  that  no  pmctical 
inconvenience  would  result  from  those  adjournments.  |t 
appeared,  however,  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  certaiii 
issues  of  money  from  the  Exchequer,  for  the  public  services, 
and  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wished  to  obtain 
these  sums  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  and  the  usual  forms.  In  this  attempt  he  had  not 
succmled  ;  and  yet  Parliament  had  never  beoi  told  of  any 
inconvenience  resulting  from  this  delay  till  now,  when  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  government^  is  entirely  exhanstedy 
and  they  know  no  r^ular  means  of  getting  more  out  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  however, 
said,  that  as  the  suras  of  money,  had  been  appropriated  by 
Act  of  Parliament  for  those  services,  he  thought  the  warrants 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  were  IcgBL  until  he  was  in# 
formed  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-ueneral  that  they 
were  not  legal.  He  hacf  also  said,  that  it  never  entered  his 
head  that  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer  would  refiise  to 
issue  the  money  on  these  warrants,  and  it  vm  on  thttt 
account  that  he  did  not  siaie  to  the  House  an  inconvenience 
which  he  did  not  anticipate.  If  he  felt  so  little  doqbt  upon 
this  point,  why  did  not  he  think  of  tiie  warrant  in  the  first 
instance  ?  How  came  it,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  to 
the  Privy  Seal  he  looked  in  the  first  place ;  and  that  it  was 
only  when  in  obtaining  the  Privy  Seal,  in  consequence  of 
the  scruples  of  the  clerk,  and  when  he  could  not  get  the 
Great  Seal  either,  then  and  not  sooner,  he  should  have 
thought  of  the  warrant.  It  appeared,  evidently,  then  that 
he  must  have  known  of  the  illegality  of  the  warrant,  and 
ought  therefore  to  have  anticipated  difficulties  in  obtaining 
.  issues  of  money  by  their  means.    (Hear  I  hear  I) 

But  it  was  asked,  why  would  not  the  officers  of ,  the 
Exchequer  subject  themselves  to  the  same  responsibility 
which  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  were  ready  to  take  )  it  was 
very  easy  to  see  the  difference.  The  authors  of  the  public 
exigency  must  of  course  be  responsible  for  their  measuiw« 
—Why  dkl  they  not  sooner  fill  up  the  deficiency  in  the 
Royal  Authority  ?    If  the  Royal  Authority  had  been  sup^ 
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ChnI  by  Vkt  propter  roprrtentafive  as  toon  mSt  oop^t  to 
%te^  l«efi  supplied,  this  difficulty  woqM  never  hare  occur* 
ifd  ;  ami  it  itould  be  loo  much  to  expect  that  the  Auditor 
of  the  Exchequer  "was  to  take  any  part  of  the  responsibility 
ivliich  was  occasioned  solely  by  the  delays  of  Mintsten* 
The  rlirht  honourable  ^ntlemon  said,  that  the  difficulty 
did  not  oocar  in  1788 ;  but  then  it  must  be  reoBenberecU 
that  timt  WM  a  period  of  profouitd  peace^  and  consequently 
sqch  issues  were  not  wanting  to  pay  the  mruy  and  navy  as 
are  now  wanting/  The  financial  necessitieB  of  the  country 
in  181 1  are  so  very  diflcrent  from  what  they  wcte  in  1788, 
that  in  this  point  the  precedent  would  not  a|iply  at  all* 
It  had  been  allowed  by  theri/^ht  hon.  gentleman,  as  air 
abstract,  pnsposttion,  tliat  while  Parliament  was  sitting  it 
was  the  uuty  of  the  Ministers  to  apply  to  theib  in  cases  of 
^JKfficttlty ;  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman  put  cases  to  shew, 
that  the  abstract  principle  would  not  apply  to  the  present 
circumstances.  He  stated,  that  if  reinforcements  were  to  be 
sent  to  the  Continent,  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  public, 
service  to  have  such  disclosures  made  in  Parliament.  But 
kere  again  the  same  question  occurred ;  was  it  right  to  keep 
the  regal  authority  so  long  nnsupplied?  If,  while  die 
Ministers  were  sending  reinforcements  to  tlie  Continent,  Ibey 
had    proceeded  pari  passu  in  filling  up   the  Executive 

Sovernment,  no  one  would  have  blamctl  them  for  what  their 
uty  as  ministers  required  them  to  do  in  the  interval.  If, 
however,  they  chose  to  make  a  most  unnecessary  delay  in 
supplying  the  Royal  power,  they  might  certainly  execute 
some  of  the  funclionsof  Royalty  on  their  own  responsibility ; 
but  tbey  were  not  to  expect  other  persons  to  share  with 
tiiem  in  this  responsibility*  .  The  real  question  lay  in  a  very 
natrow  compass.  Every  load  bill  and  appropriatba  act^ 
statfid,  that  the  anthoritv  by  which  the.  money  was  to  be 
issued  should  be  under  the  signature  of  three  lords  of  the 
Treasury.  Another  Act,  however,  stated,  'that  mqnev 
should  only  be  issued  under  the  Oictft  Seal  or  the  King^s 
sign  manual,  or  by  the  positive  directions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  Constitution  and  the  Law  did  therefore 
clearly  mean  to  put  some  check  upon  the  Lords  of  tbe 
Treasury,  if  it  were  not  so,  they  would  have  the  enttve 
revenue  of  the  country  completely  in  their  own  bands.  It 
was  now  allotted  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  on  tin 
authority  of  the  Attomev  and  Solicitor«GeneraI,  tiiat  the 
^rnmtwas.uotlegaL    Now,  irfcat  was  it  that  he  wanted 


t^  Auditor  of  tlie  Exchequer,  (lord  GrenvilM  to  dO')> 
Why,  baTing  hiostlf.brougtit  the  eountrjr  ialo  lh«iexi£;fn6jF 
he  calls  upon  lord  Greoville  lo  help  him  for  wkatiever  Hvm* 
he  chooses  to  retain  4be  power  ia  bifrown  handa^  by  isMiing! 
mooejr  from  ihe  £xcheqiser  in  a  pftanaer  coatrary  io  laa% 
and  to  the  practice  of  the  bfSce.  Thiii  waa  what  ba  could 
Iiandly  expect  loid  Greaville  ta  do.  The  offi<:eri.  of  th# 
SUdiequer  would  prefer  being  fafovernedbir  theoanstiMioQal 
power  of  ParliameDt,  rather  than  by  the  iipicoBstililtftonal 
and  assumed  power  of  the  ri^ht  bon.  g^UemM^,  Jf  tbera^ 
was  not  some  check  or  timitaiion  on  the  powers  of  the  right 
hon.  geotlanan,  he  wouU  have  up  occasion  to  fill  up  ib^ 
deficiency  in  the  Royal  authority  a|  a\U  He  mJigphJI  g^^ft 
for  weeks,  for  months,  or  years,  without  a  Regpitij  if  ha  waa^ 
enabled  on  his  own  warrant,  or  the  warmat  of  three  lords  of 
the  Treasury^  to  draw  the  whob  revenues  of  the  natioA  out 
o£  the  Exchequer^  and-  apply  them  as  he  thougbl  proper. 
He  wished^  however,  that  it  should  be  iteooUaetad,  that  no 
public  inconvenfsnce  had  happened  on  this  account,  and 
that  Parliament  had  now  been  skting  for  a  •  considemble- 
time,  and  Mimters  had  only  themselves  to  blame  fm  w^ 
stating  thb  difficulty  sooner.  '     . 

Mr.  Rose  said*  that  until  he  had  beard  the  opinions  of 
the  Crowji  lawyers  upon  the  subject,  he  had  bad  not  doobi 
in  his  mind  of  the  legality  of  the  warrant.  Ho  thought 
that  the  words  of  the  Loaa  Act,  and  the  AppiiopriatiQa 
Act,  were  so  clear  and  so  positive,  thai  the  officers  of  tha 
£xchequer  mi^ht  have  obeyed  them.  The  Coosolidaliou 
Act,  under  which  the  dividends  were  paid,  expressly  stated, 
that  they  should  be  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  Ijosds  of 
tiie  Treasury,  and  no  oth^r.  He  thought  tliat.the  ncMa 
load  (  Lord  Temple)  had  been  mistaken  in  supposing  thai  it. 
was  necessary  to  enter  into  a  defence  of  the  cowupt  qf. 
loffd  Grenville,  for  nothing  had  been  said  against  him« 
liiobody  had  a  doubt  bat  that  he  acted  from  his  sense  of 
duty.  As  to  the  precedent  of  1788,  as  far  his  recoUectiou 
would  serve,  he  was^  pretty  conficknt  that  thape  was  an 
understanding  at  thai  time  between  the  Treasury  and  tbsi 
Bxchequeri  The  noble  lord  (lord  Temple)  porhapa  reoot- 
keted  how  it  stood  ia  the  Paymaster's  department  ^ 

Iiord  Temple  said  that  there  was  at  that  time  a  laigd 
oredit  at  tbe  Paymaster^genemrs,  smd  that  no  diffiuUy  then 
.occuned. 

Mf\  Ponsmby  said^  that  when  first  he  read  the  clauaes . 
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of  those  Acts,  he  iras  clearly  of  the  same  opinion  that  the 
riffht  hononrable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  bad  conceived 
otthem,  ami  considered  *  this  wamnt  as  1^1.    But  when 
he  heard  that  the  Attorney  and  Sdicttor-Gieneral  were  of  a 
oontmry  opinion,  and  when  he  considered  that  they  must 
be  mncii  better  ad^^uainted  with  the  sulject  matter  on  which 
they  gave  their  opmion  than  he  was,  he  must  jrield  to  their 
opinion.      He  thought,  however,    that   this    proceeding 
shewed  more  strongly  than  all  the  eloquence  and  all  the 
lo^ic  of  all  the  members  of  the  House  put  together,  the 
mischiefs  which  must  result  from  leaving  the  Royal  autho-  , 
rity  90  long  unsupplied,  bv  omitting  the  simple  and  obvious 
way  of  filling  it  up,  and  having  recourse  to  an  artifiaial 
and  operose  contrivance,  foundra  upon  a  fiction  which  to 
every  man  of  common  sense  must  appear  absurd  in  the 
highest  degrte.     The  Resolution  wnich  the  right  hon. 
gmtleman  proposed,  contained  something  of  a  most  extra- 
ordinary nature  and* character.     Aflier  statmg  the  exigencies 
of  the  case,  and  the  arcunistances  the  country  was  placed 
in ;  it  goes  on  to  say,  '^  That  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  are 
hereby  required  to  issue  warrants,  and  that  the  Auditor 
and  other  officers  of  the  Exchequer  are  hereby  authorized 
and  commanded  to  issue  money  on  the  authority,  of  those 
warrants."    Here  it  was  proposed  to  the  two  Houses,  directly 
to  assume  the  regal  power,  as  nothing  less  than  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  could  authorize  and  command  any 
issue  of  money  contrary  to  the  forms  of  the  existing  law. 
Were  those  wrong,  tbtm,  who  said,  that  if  the  two  Houses 
usurped  a  power  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and  gave 
the  regal  authority  to  a  great  seal,  that  it  would  necessarily 
lead  to  usurpations  in  another  way  ?     When  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  yesterday  mentioned  the  necessity  of  tKe  case,  he 
was  then  disposed  to  agree  with  him ;  but  he  had  at  that  time 
no  idea  of  his  bringing  such  a  proposition  as  this  before  the 
House.     He  had  no  idea  of  the  two  Houses  taking  upon 
themselves  io  command  the  issues  of  the  public  money : 
of  these  difficulties  Ministers  had  been  the  authors.    Hiere 
was  a  plain  and  obvious  mode  of  proceeding,  which,  if 
Ministers  had  taken,    would  at   once  have  removed  all 
difficulty/ '  It  was  easy  for .  them  in  the  first  place  to'  have 
appointed  that  representative  of  the  Sovereign  whom  the 
Constitution  pointed  out.    He  thought  the  mode  of  pro* 
oeeding  by  Address  was  so  decidedly  superior,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  that  any  man  of  pommqn  education  and 
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toraraon  sense^  i^bose  mind  bad  not  been  puzzled  bj  books 
of  legal  fiction,  could  ever  approve  of  setting-up  that  thing 
fyhich  was  generally  known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of 
ffie  phnntonij  that  monstrous  supposition  of  supposing  the 
regal  powers  to  reside  in  a  seal.  On  the  [Present  occasioui 
tiie  right  lion,  gentleman  would  have  done  well  to  have 
found  out  whether  the  .officers  of  the  Exchequer  would 
think  themselves .  bound  to  obey,  even  although  the  two 
Houses  should  resolve  to  authorise  and  ankmand  tbem*  If 
they  did  not,  fresh  difficulties  might  ariscy  and  more  time 

,  would  be  lost. 

Mt.  Dundas  said,  that  there  was  nothing  more  clei^rly 
stated  than  that  there  was  no  intention  oT  throwing  any 

.  blame  upon  Lord  Gn^ville,  who  undonblediv  acted  fron% 
bis  sense  of  his  public  duty.    A  noble  lord  (md  Temple) 

Jiad  supposed  that  'Ministefs  might  in  this  manner  go  on 
for  #eeks  and  montlis ;  but  it  must  be  recollected,  that  tbid 
resolution  only  went  to  those  moniesappropriatedfortheArmy, 
the  Navy^  and  tbe  Ordnance.  As  to  tnedday  which  had  takea  , 
place  in  thedifierent  adjournments,  no  blame  could  be  impafecf 

^  to  Ministers,  if  (hey  pmctised  ho  deception,  but  slated  fiiirly 
such  reasons  as  induced  the  two  Houses  to  agree  to  the 
adjournments.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  stating  that 
no  public  inconvenience  had  arisen^  might  well  mean,  that 
no  such  inconvenience  had  arisen  as  coul(i  at  all  be  eomtnred 
with  the  inconvenience  of  appointing  a  Regent  sosiiddnlyy 
as  some  persons  thought  it  ought  to  have  been  done. 

Sir  A*  Pigot  considered  the  conduct  of  lord  Grenville  as 
perfectly  correct.  Neither  the  Loan  Act^  nor  tbe  Appropria* 
tion  Act,  nor  any  other,  intended  to  takeaway  from  the  King 
thatcontroul  which  he  has  had  ever  since  there  was  an 
Exchequer  in  this  country.  The  issues  of  money  haJ  uni- 
formly been,  hithertoy  by  the  King^s  warrant,  under  tbe 
Sign  Manual  or  the  Great  Seeil ;  and  tbe  warrants  of  tbe 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  alone  were  illegal,  and  entirely  con* 
trary  to  the  customary  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  Exchequer 
The  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer  was,  by  the  law  and  constitu* 
tion,  an  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  guard  and  check  the 
issues  of  the  public  money ;  and  if  be  were  to  connive  with 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  permit  the  money  to  be  irregu- 
larly issued,  it  wotild  be  ridiculous  to  say,  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  would  wish  to  take  bis  responsibility  upon  them-, 
selves.  This  was  what  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  do. 
He  then  proceeded  tp  argue  at  some  length  on  tbe  culpa* 
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bilUj  of  Ministers  in  leaving  (he  Royal  po\rer  so  long  un- 
supplied,  tie  then  pointed  out  tlie  absurdity  of  allowing  . 
the  Kegent  power  to  dissolve  the  Parliament,  to  appoint  to 
all  judicial  stations,  to  make  ^ar  and  pence;  and  yet,  when 
all  those  functions  were  given  to  liim^  it  was  supposed  highly 
dangerous  to  allow  him  to  create  two  or  three  peers*  As 
Sir  A.  Pi^ot  wras  arguing  on  this  topic, 

Mr,  Perceval  suggested  to  him  that  this  wras  hardly 
velevant  to  the  present  question,  and  submitted  it  to  Ins 
learned  friend  whether  he  was  not  rather  out  of  order* 

Sir  A.  Pigot  considered  that  he  was  not  out  of  older,  as 
the  two  questions  were  intimately  connected. 
.  Mr.  xbrAf  did  npt  intend  tp  follow  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  in  the  course  'which  hfi  liad  taken ;  as,  though  mmik  of 
it  might  suit  either  a  former  or  a  futufe  di^custiion,  y^  h». 
did  uot  conceive  it  pertinent  to  the  present.     Whatever  iu- , 
convenience  might  arise. from  it,  in  his  opinion^  the  Uouie 
I^Hvin^  a^*eed  to  the  liesohuions  had  justillcd  this  proceed* 
i|ig.     The  secoud  Hesolutiousaid,  that  i4  was  the  right  anid 
duty  of  the  two  Houses  tp  provide  for  any  deficiency  in  the 
Hoyal  Mlhority,  iii  cases  where  absolute  necessity  occurred. 
M  foUowod  from  this,  tliat  those  who  were  in  oiiice  should 
continue  to  act  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  the  Houses 
should  only  be  appli(;d  to  in  case  of  necessity.     A  case  of 
extreme  necessity  had  now  arisen,  and  this  of  course  justified 
tha  application.     Tl»e  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  hist 
had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  defend  the  character  of. 
Iprd  Grenville;  but  the  delence  Tvas  quite  needless,  because 
na  attack  on  it  iiad  been  made*    The  noble  lord  wras  cer« 
tainly. the  best  judge  of  his  own  aolions,  and  the  best  persoa 
to  decide  whether  he  ought  to  take  the  responsibility  oa 
himself  or  not.    At  best,  ho  could  only  have  incurred  a 
legal  or  fiwrmal  i^ppn^ibility  ;  because  the  money  which  he 
was  solicited  to  issu0,  had  in  the  first  instance  beeu  actually 
appropriated  by  Parliament*    But  even  M^ould  he  is^e  the 
money  under  an  order  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  he 
-was  still  responsible ;  bocause  the  legal  issue,  required  the 
authority  pf  the  Sign  Manual  or  thq  Privy  Seal.  The  learned 
gentleman  was  nut  correct  .in  the  assertion,    that  ia  no 
instance  iuid  money  been  ic^ucjd  out  of  the.  |i)xchequer  .w lAr 
xiut  the  authority  of  a  Sign  Mapii^l  or  Privy  Seal ;  he  must 
Irnvc  forgotten  that  the  paymi^nt^iof  the  divViead  to  the  pub- 
lic creditor  was  made  merely  upon  the  wiari;A'U  pf  the  Cords 
of  the  Treasury.    He  had  now  stated  his  cur^sory  view  of 
he  subject,  and  in  doing  SQ'he  hoped  he  l^jid.pdt  dep»rt|rd 
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from  Aal  !«npcr  ^lirch  he  was  happy  ia  sfe^'hftd  been  so 

generally  e/bserved  during  rtie|3fesentdebatfev  itihtr  !)  He 
argued^  indeeif,  tVom  their  good  teiYipcr,  a  mo!St'favx)nrab!e 
Orneti,  a'hirtst  anspicjous  aufirniy.  It  ysiis  djcerihg  iosce  (hat 
f^lheJt  diRicnltbs^ctiefl!»c(l  on  th^m,  theif  ^yjitieiTce  ?tnd 
their  mildness  arose.  -  Some  i^entlefiren'  op^^rte  secraied  (o 
ttithk  that  thfe*  presetit  liecos'sify  hailbcfeh  origlnatetl  by 
Miiifetel**  and'thederaystvlifeh  tliclvdeceitfijl  represent*- 
tWni  had  oddasioitedi '  Et^ry^frdjaArirnrcnt,  hbwever,  had 
becib  ii^reW  lo%5^  thd  *H6ii^,  aniV  ^osk.  tindoitb(errly,  (he ' 
grounds^of  those  adjouramcnts  had  beeii  sta(ed  by  Ministers 
ar\  the  *  inost  eorrtfct  Vfew  'whieR  they  coilld  take  of  the  sub- 
ject. As  to  the  pf^seAt  diilictitty,  itwas  imp  ifeible  for-  them 
to  fotixstt  tti  No  MMsltl?  ctefrtd  foresee 'that  any  mah,  with 
a  reasonabte  mhid,  co^ild^  hhvc  ^tatted  the  objection  whicli 
knrd  GrenYtSedid*  {'Ht^fXheml  hear\)  In  saying  this 
lie  did  t\oi  fiittin  to  Ail'kch  flife  »li]^H!est  blame  to  his  lord- 
ship ;  no  doubt  he  acfed  on  his  own  view  of  thecase,  and  he 
Iras  certainly  the  fittest  pir^oh  to  judge  aS  to  what  share  of 
tefeponsibUtty  ht  would  incur.    " 

•  Mr.  Tkrntif  Aid  not  think  the  Commf(tce  exactly  knew* 
to  whatexteiit  they  were  going  to  pledge theniselves  and  the 
-^oiiritryi  th^y  thdught,  be  arppreheirfed,  (hat  they  were 
Wfl/  ^oing '  to  empower  Ministetii  to  draw  from  the 
Ejcche^uer  sun/is  of.  montfy -which  bad  already  been  appro- 

Sriatfcd  by  Parliament.  The  power  which  they  were 
uthorising  was  vefy  different :  it  was  no  lessthan  giving  (o 
the  gentlemen  opposite  the  entire  disposal  of  the  vote  of 
credit,  to  this  amount  of  three  millions  of  money.  This^ 
money  had  been  Totcd  for  no  one  particular  serrice ;  it  was 
given  in  confidence  to  his  Majesty.  If  the  Committee  had 
^ual  confidence  in  the  hbnotirable  gdntlcmen  oppositt*,  why 
^tf^\\  aud  good,  so  be  it.  In  the  state  in  which  the  House  now 
^a^,  a  necessity  had  indeed  artsen — the  die  was  cast,  therd 
iirns  no  alternative.  Those  three  millions  might  now  be 
whole,  untouched,  unapplied-ror  they  might  possiblj 
be  half  spent :  they  were  voted  ior  no.  specific  service,  and 
might  be  applied  to  any,  at  the  will  of  his  Majesty.  There 
If  ere  other  topics  to  whidi  he  might  advert:  he  might 
Advent,  for  itistance,  to  the  armv  extraordinarics ;  but  it  was 
ttot  his  intention  to  detain  the  House ;  he  had  merely  risen 
to  state  that  one  fact,  and  remind  them  of  that  which  they 
might  possibly  overlook,  namely,  that  they  were  giving  to 
Abe  Miuistcrs  unlimited  controul  over  tijree  millions  of  money. 
Jlfr.  WUUams  Jfy/me  commented  ou  the  observafions 
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ivhicb  had  been  made  oa  lord  Gmville,  and  codtended  tbat 
MinUteiB  ought  to  hare  fi>reBeeii  this  emergency  vihen  they 
stated,  on  proposifigthe  adjounHDcat,  that  k  was  not  Ukdy 
to  produce  any  in<^venienoe  to  the  public  eerriccr  The 
House  was  now  catted  on  to  assome  (he  Rqptl  functions ;. 
and  in  his  opinion  they  should  not  stir  a  st^  in  entrostinsr 
such  nnlimtted  powers  to  the  Tnasury,  without  full  ana 
sufficient  evidence  He  dechied  it  to  be  his  intention,  either 
to-nightyor  when  the  lleoort  should  be  brought  up,  U> 
move  an  A  mendment^'in  oiaerj  for  form's  sake,  tbat  it  night 
be  entered  on  the  Journals. 

Mr.  Whiibread  could  by  no  means  agree  in  the  Reselu' 
tion.  Mr.  I^arpeot  had,  it  secmedf  from  oooscience,  refused 
to  issue  the  certificate.  There,  then«  they  came  to  a  stop  at 
once.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  last  night, 
there  was  a  disposition  at  first  to  use  the  Great  Seal»  but  the 
Chancellor  would  not  apply  it  z  then  recourse  was  had  to  a 
warrant  of  the  Treasury ;  but  this  would  not  do  either,  aa 
it  was  illegal.  He  did  not  mean  io  impute  the  least  blame 
to  lord  Grcnville;  but  he  must  say,  that  his  opinions  in 
1788,  and  which  it  seemed  he  still  upheld,  had  led  to  this 
palpable,  incurable,  irremediable  absurdity.  His  lordship 
would  not  issue  the  money  on  a  Treasury  warrant,  but  he 
would  issue  it  oi\  the  order  of  the  two  Houses.  Now  he 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  denied  tbat  any 'such  power  existed  in  the 
two  Houses.  It  was  a  case  of  conscience  with  him,  and  he 
would  not  giTC  it  up.  Suppose  lord  Grenville  had  said 
ootliingAbout  the  two  Houses  :  suppose  he  bod  said  that  he 
would  bsue  for  nothing  but  the  Si$(n  Manual ;  bow  would 
the  cape  have  been  ?  The  rRponsibility  of  Ministers  was  very 
diiFerent  from  that  of  lord  Grrenville.  If  lord  Grenville  had 
issued  the  money  on  an  insufficient  order,  he  would  have 
become  a  public  defaulter  to  that  amount,  and  his  estatea 
would  have  become  liable.  In  consequence,  of  his  opinion 
of  their  authority,  lord  Grenville  had  thus  sent  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  two  Houses,  for  an  order,  actinsr. under 
which,  he  imagined  he  became  irresponsible.  In  this' 
opinion  he  could  not  agree.  Suppose  the  two  Houses  agreed 
in  the  Resolution,  and  that  someof  the  inferior  officers  denied 
the  right,  and  refused  to  obey  it ;  how  would  the  matter 
stand  ?  The  House  could  hot  turn  them  out;  and  thus  tho 
wholcof  thecmergcncies  of  thcnation  must  remain  unsupplied* 
To  such  a  state  were  they  reduced  by  the  course  proposed 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends.  ( Hear  I 
hear\)  How  could  he  ipemedy  it  ?  Why  at  once  by  adverting 
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to  the  mode  proposed  of  addressing  the  Prince  to  asstime  the 
Regency)  and  tnus  with  the  utmo^  celerity  supplying  the 
Executire.  (Heary  hear  \)  If  this\7as  not  done,  Ministers,  after 
declaring  that  diuring  the  exigency  the  two  Houses  must 
have  Koval  power,  might  then  pn>loog  ihai  exigency  at 
lon^  as  they  chose. 

Sir.  Horner  followed  on^  the  same  side,  and  declared,  that 
be  would  not  yote  for  the  Resolutions  until  it  could  be 
ahewn  that  it  was  absolutely  illegal  fo^either  the  Lord  Chan- 
i^MoT  or  the  Lord  Privy  S^l  to  pot  their  respective  seals  to 
the  order  on  their  own  responsibilitv,  without  applying  to 
Barli^ment.  This  he  thought  the  Act  of  WiUiam  111 .  en- 
titled them  to  do;  and  be  would  not  consent. that  they 
should  shrink  from  a  responsibility  whlc^,  by  their  proceea- 
iiies,  they  had  brought  upon  themselves. 

The  (JhanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  again,  and,  in  an 
able  speech,  lepliedf  to  all  the  arguments  which  hatd  been 
used  against  him.  He  paiticularly  denied  that  the  address 
to  a  Kmnt  would  obviate  their  present  difficulties,  bcodosa 
if,  as  Mr.  Whitbread  said^  the  two  Houses  had  no  right  to' 
empower,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  money  fiom 
the  Exchequer^  they  certainly  could  not  possess  the  still 
greater  power  of  confeninff  the*  Royal  aothortty. 

The  question  being  lonot^  called  for,  the  seveml  Resdn- 
tions  were  put  by  the  Chairman,  with  some  Amendments  . 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wynne-— of  "which  latter  some  were  agreed 
to,,  and  the  Chairman  having  left  chair,  the  Report  was 
brought  up  forthwith  and  agreed  to* 

Qraered  that  these  Resolutions  be  communicated  to  the 
JiOrds  to-morrow. 

Adjourned* 


mm 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

lATUSDAT,   JARQARr  5. 
PB0X1JB8. 

The  Lord  ChancdkMr  gave  notice^  that  he  should  give  no* 
tioe  next  week  of  a  motion  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House  the  doubts  which  had  arisen 
relative  to  the  right  of  Peers  to  vote  by  prosy  under  ciicum* 
stances  similar  to  the  present. 

.  This  gave  rise  to  a  conversation  referring  to  the  decision 
of  last  night,  while  strangers  were  exclufded#  by  which 
proxies  were  not  allowed  to  be  cdlod» 


The  Dvllm  ^  Ounberland^  Kent,  and  C^nnce^  jas* 
iMed  the  ^alfa  tbcy  gaiw  (afil  nighty  ajB:ainst  4ie  adtnisskni 
^  fiHMries,  INI  tbe  f^roand  Ibnt  «nder  circumstancts  sknifcr 
16  tlie  'pteamt,  and  with  aach  important  qiestioM  under  dn^* 
eMsifl«H  ilWRi  not  oonsislenl  with  the  spirit  of  the  Coift9t{* 
ttttioni  that  Peers  should  be  allowed  to  vole  ^bo  wete  not 
pri*s)eiil. 

Eart  Spencer,  the  Eart  of  Moira,  and  other  LorAi,  aW 
adopted  the  same  line  of  ar^utneat,  ami  coatended  thai 
Ac  House  -mvi  to  be  ooti^ideied  as  virtually  in  Commtttee^ 
and  tlMtfew>  that  the  Peers  had  no  rf^f  to  vote  hj  prox  j.* 
-  Lord  Mulf^ ve.  Lord  Redesdale,  aiid  tlie  fkrl  of  Li-^ 
wrpool,  on  the  other  side,  contended  that  to  vote  by 
ppoxy  was  a  rif^  inherent  in  Peers,  of  which  they  could 
not  be  diverted  by  the  circumstances  of  the  present  con* 
jiinetuie* 

The  Lord  ChanceHor,  on  bein^  requested  to  name  a  day 
Jbr'bis  motion,  ^ve  notice  for  Friday,  and  that  he  Would 
•late  his  intoiided  motion  on  Thursday. 

ISSUE  OF  HOTKEY* 

T%e  Earl  #/  UurjKmt  moved  the  Order  of  the  Dayy 
and  the  Rmolution  from  the  Commons  vektive  to  the  IssUe 
of  MLooeVy  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  which  al| 
the  papers  were  refencd^  and  the  Resolution  from  the  Com- 
mons was  a^rain  read. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  on  enterini^  into  the  discussion  of 
the  subject,,  was  desirous  of  removing  an  impression  that 
had  got  abroad,  that  the  object  of  this  measure  was  to  Vote 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the* people :  its  object  merely 
was  to  authorize  the  issue  of  money  from  the  Exchequer  to 
the  public,  which  had  been  already  voted  and  appropriated 
by  rarliament.  This  cmetlion  was  brought  before  the  two 
Houses  in  consequence  o)f  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  money 
being  urgently  wanted  fbrthepublic  service.  Circumstancca 
kad  arisen  which  rendered  neeessory  the  bringing  the  present 
subject  befiMre  Rirltainent*  He  was  of  opinioa,  that  during 
the  incapacity  of  the  Sovereign,  the  authority  of  the  Crown 
was  viested  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  with  whom  it 
rested  to  supply  the  defect  in  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
Royal  Aiitnority  as  circumstances  might  require.  This, 
however,  he  cteceived  did  not  extend,  neither  would  it  be 
fitting  or  convenient  that  it  should,  to  the  ddaib  of  the  Exch 


0^A9/5.]  IBB0B  OF  MOHKT*'  4^ 

cutivo  government.  Those  detaik  m nai  rest  iv,Uift  the  coiifr 
tleuttal  savants  of  the  Crown^  \vho  wepe  reBpaaftibSs  for 
those .  m^as^rss  which  it  might  be  neccsaarj  for  them  !• 
adopt  for  the  sa&ty  or  well-being  of  thecounlry.  la  the 
pr^rsent  iosiabce,  it  having  become  accessary  i»  issue  moiwj 
from  the  Exchequer,  for  the  payoieoA  of  the  Army^  Navy* 
and  OrduaocCi  the  Commissiotier^  of  the  TMBsury  issued 
their  warrant  tor  the  pirpose,  it  being  conceived,  that  imdet 
the  Act  of  William  111*  their  warrant  would  be  a  suffiment 
auihdrity.  But  the  law  officers  of  the  Csown  batriaggmR 
an  opinion  to  the  contrary,  his  Majesty^s  Mintsten  l^w«d 
to  that  opinion.  He,,  however,  s^iU  eniertfitiaed  an  opinion, 
although  it  might  be  that  of  a  persoo  igaonoit  of  toe  sttb^ 
j^ct,  that  under  the  words  of  tke  Act  the  warrant  would  have 
been  in  itself  a  sufficient  authority  ;  but  he  admitisd  that 
the  uniform  usage  of  the  Excbeqaer  had  beea  to*  the  coii^ 
trary.  It  was  then  proposed  to  use  the  Pcivy  Seal  to  sanctioa 
the  wiMirant,  which  would  have  been  a  direct  and  suflicient 
{authority  to  all  the  subordinate  ^ceis^  Uo.did  not  meaa 
to  find  fault  with  those  scrupka  ot*  the  iodtvidiiB),.  by  wJmbIi 
the  use  of  the  Privy  Seal,  in  the  manner  piopoiedy  had  bom 

S evented.  In  the  conduct  of  Miulfiters  upon  thw  ocowiofi, 
ere  had  been  nothing  but  i»hat  the  oeccssity  of  the  oasem* 
<|uired.  There,  was  no  secret  ia  the  tfansactioa;  iiwaaupeii* 
iectly  well  knowa  that  tlie  money  mojBt  be  is«icdto.sappljp 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service.  La  178&ajid  1789^^  .the 
Ministers  at  that  time  were  equally  compelled  to  act  ttpoA 
*  their  own  responsibility,  under  the  cixicumstaneea  of  a  too* 
leLQchply  incapacity  of  the  Sovereign,  similar  to  the  pneBent; 
They,  under  those  circumstances,  took  upon:  them  tha  w^ 
poQsibility  of  an  act  of  state  as  great  as  that  of  entering*  ta4# 
a  treaty.  It  was  necessary,  in  ovder  that  the- spring  assiaev 
might  be  held  in  1789  for  the  trial  of  ofienders,  tl)al/ai6om«« 
mission  should  issue  from  the  Crown.  It  was  impostiiblB  tv 
obtain  the  Sign  Maijual,  and  it  was  determined  to  putlh» 
Greiit  Seal  to  the  Commisuon  ;  which:  Lord  Tbarlow,  Ika 
then  Chancellor,  did,  aud  tite  Judges  went  the  cinmi(» 
uader  that  Commission. .  He  mentioned. this,  to  shew  that 
the  same  opinion  was<lbea  held  .  with  respect  to  the  duty^oft 
the.qouiidentials^rvunjls  of  the  Crown,  to  carry  on  the  Mano^» 
cut^vc  governraciu  under  the  circuinstances  of  the  meian- 
choly  inuipacity  bfthe  Sovercig|i,  so  lar  as  the  necessily  o0 
the  case  required.  He  at  the  same  time,  held  it  to  be  their 
duty,,  tp  do  only  tiiose  acts  which  wer&  necessary  to  the: 
well-being  of  the  country.    la  the  pnssent  cose,  itwaaaa 
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ftct  of  necessity,  that  this  money,  which  had  been  already 
Tofed  and  appropriateJ  by  Parliament,  should  issue  from 
the  Exchequer  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  he  trusted,  therefore,  there  would  be  no  objection 
on  the  part  of  t)if*ir  Lonlsbips,  to  gite  the  authority,  by 
Baiictioning  the  Resolution.  As  to  any  char^  of  delay; 
Parliament  had  sanctioned  whatever  delay  had  occurred, 
upon  grouiKls  and  for  reasons  \%bich  to  them  were  salisfac* 
tory.  His  lordship  conciudal,  by  moving  to  agree  to  the 
Resolution,  and  to  add  the  words^  ^'  Tlie  Lords  Spirituar 
and  Temporal."  ' 

Lord  GrenciUe  felt  a  difficulty  in  consequence  of  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  as  to  theconrse  which 
be  ough{  to  take.  There  had  been  an  understanding,  for  tho 
convenience  of  the  House,  that  merely  the  exigency  n> 
quiring  the  issue  of  money  from  the  Exchequer  should  be 
considered  to-day,  and  that  the  conduct  of  Ministers  should 
be  reservcxl  for  a  future  discussion.  He  would  not,  however, 
DOW  break  in  upon  that  understanding,  by  attemfiting  Xo 
discuss  that  part  of  the  subject  in  so  thin  a  House,  and  after 
the  fatigue  of  last  n1ght*s  d<^te ;  but,  protesting  against 
the  monstrous  principks  urged  by  the  noble  Earl,  he  pledged 
himself  that  a  day  shoi^ld  come  when  the  conduct  of  those 
Hoble  lords  should  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion.  Tbo' 
nobld  Earl  had  got  into  a  strange  confusion  in  an^uing,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  melancholy  incapacity  of  the  Sove* 
reign,  the  functions  of  the  Executive  government  devolved 
upon  the  two  Houses.  It  belonged  to  them,  from  the  ne* 
cessity  of  the  case,  to  supply  the  defect  in  the  personal  exer* 
cise  (M  the  Royal  Authority  ;  but  they  could  not  perform 
the  functions  of  the  Executive  Government,  and  herein  con« 
sbted  the  difficulty,  for  no  one  else  legally  could.  The 
noble  Earl  had  said,  that  he  bowed  to  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown ;  and  he  (Lord  Grenville),  had  tlidr 
pinion  been  that  the  warrant  issued  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  was  legal,  Ihould  also  have  bowed  to  tt«  He 
could  nut  agree  with  the  noble  Earl  in  his  construction  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  because  no  incidental  words  in  an* 
Act  could  give  the  power  to  the  Ijords  of  the  Treasury  t>f ' 
drawing  the  King's  money  from  the  Exchequer.  The  power 
must  be  given  by  direct  and  express  words.  All  the  rnonies 
voted  for  the  public  service  (with  the  exception  of  the  Ctm* 
•olhlated  Fund,  which  was  specialty  applied,  and  the  sur* 
^plils  voted  to  the  King  in  the  succeeding  session)  were  voted 
to  the  King,  and  beaune  the  King's  nionios  in  the  Eo^cbt* 
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qoer,  from  vhich  tbcj  could  not  be  drawn  wilhoat  the  au» 
ibority  of  the  Crown,  signified  either  by  the  Great  Seal^  thf 
Privy  Seal,  or  under  the  special  directions  of  an  Act  pf  Par^ 
liamcnt«  He,  as  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer^  a  place  which 
liad  bi«en  supposed  by  some  to  be  a  sinecarei  but  which  wa^ 
an  office  of  great  public  trust  and  superintendanceqver  the 
.  issue  q(  public  moiify,  could  do  no  otherwise  than  ny 
Aise  to  sanction  th^  warrant.  His  office  ;v|ras  not  an  office  of 
state,  or  of  political  responsibiUty,  but  purel^-mini^^rial^ 
in  which  he  was  bound  to  act  according  to  Iaw,>nd  |n  whicj^ 
it  wonid  have  been  contrary  to  his  duity.  i^  have  b<^  in« 
fluenoedbyafiy  other  considerations  operating  iipon  tho^ 
wbp  WiBi«Q  politically  iPespoiisiblc.  .The  viconvenience  w|)iq^ 
Tendered  the  present  measure  necessary,  was  sole! v  to  bp  at^" 
tribntod  to  that  delfiy  which  had  been  caused  by  the  cpndjuic^ 
of  Ministers,  and  which  must  become  a  h^vy  chai;ge  ag^iort 
*  ibeia  (  nor  would  it  ayail  them  i-o  plead  that  Parliaixieat  hi4 

sanctioned  the  delay,  and  were  satisfied  with  tlie  reiispnp 
Hrgod  'for  it,  iiwsmuch  as  Parliament  bad  b^n  deceived  l)y 
jbhose  npUe  lords  in  the  statements  made  to  it,  and  )be  nopi^ 
/which  had  been  erroneously  held  pdt.  Pitotest|ng;'tV<yiffo>^^ 
«^i»t(b.e  pitincipks  and  the  arguments  assumed  bj.)hopf 
lyoble  I^rds  m  jiisti£ipa^ian  of  their  cdhduct ;  4lld|Tf^ry|i)g 
till  a  future  but  early  )clay9  that  diacbssion  wbici^  tni^r  qpiii- 
^  4tict  miiat, necessarily ^mVsrgo^  far  be  .it  froip  bifp^  wjfy 

xmptioufi  ohgfection  to  th^  l^pplyi^g  the  ucpes^tifspi^pr  tup 
^blic  seorioe,  to  i^fr^a^  thf  exigency  whioi|  alr^aay 
pressed  heavily  €Po)^gh  upon  the  country.  He  therefoas 
ahottld  «f ijourse  ^ve  £ii?  vote  for  t)ie  Resolution,  with  tt;ye 
^xiwfltiofl  Ithat  he  aboidd  object  to  the  words  of  it  xevmfii^g 
so  general,  jhiasmach  a#  they  were  caHed  upon  to  a^t 
under  th6:  necessity  of  the  case ;  and  they  ought  pot,  in  the 
»  «iiereifle  of  the  pow^r*  whi^h  they  were  compelled  by  eir« 

ouwsetanoss  to  assmpe,  to  ^gp  beyond  the  actual  necessity 
which  called  for  their, interference. 
LordJte^esdale^  after  admitting  that  no  blame  could  tie 
,    unaginiBd  to  attach  to  the  noble  baron  (GrenvUle),  stat^^ 
1^  he  did  not  cwsikler  the  whole  Ruecutive  functions  as 
compki/^  suspended.     Many  ot*tliem  were  still  carried  on 
upon  the  authority  of  tl\e  King's  political  capacity-^nd  it 
was  only  necessary  to  snpf)ly  tlie  defect  in  tlmse  cases  which 
required  the  Kind's  personal  interference.    This  was  one  q( 
,  these  caaefr-rhut  he  suggested,  that  in  point  of  fprni,  instead 
of  giving  efiect.to  an  iVleg^l  wRinrant,  U  would  be  better  to 
Vol-. 'L--181i.  3  0 
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onler  <be  issue  to  be  maf!e  througb  the  medium  of  the 
Privy  Seal,  and  he  hoped  that  an  Aroenifment  to  attain  that 
object  ivould  be  moved. 

Lord  Gremille  said  that  (he  same  objection  as  to  the  form 
of  the  present  Resolution,  lyid  occurred  to  him — and  that  be 
would  himself  have  moved  the  Amendment  sueG^ested  by 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by 
the  predicament  in  which  he  hfood,  from  urging  any  thing 
that  could  by  any  possibility  he  construed  into  a  desire  to  in* 
terpose  unnecessary  difficulties. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  as  ready  to  do.  jnstice  to  the 
motives  of  the  noble  baron  (Grenvine),*a«  bis  noble  and 
learned  friend  (Redesdalc)  could  be.     He  admitted,  that 
officers  in  such  situations  as  that  of  Auditor  of  the  Exche^ 
micr,  were  to  be  guided  by  different  principles  from  those 
tnat  under  special  circumstances  must  regulate  the  conduct 
of  the  great  State  Officers.    The  question  now  was,  whether 
tbev  should  agree  to  command  the  issue  of  this  money, 
If  hich  had  been  declared  io  be  necessary  for  the  public  scr^ 
Vice  ?  How  that  necessity  had  arisen,  was  a  distinct  question, 
completely  open  to*  discussion  on  a  fiiturc  occasion,  wlieo 
the  whole  conduct  of^Ministers  should  be  brought  under  the 
review  of  their  lordships.    In  answer  to  those  who  might 
'ask  wby  he  had  not  made  use  of  the  Great  Seal,  he  had  to 
'observe,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  h4m  bow  he  ooiild  have 
'  employed  the  Great  Seal  to  draw  money  for  Mich  services  as 
'these.     He  had  thought  that  the  Privv  Seal- might  bare 
'been  used,  and  the  person  holding  ity  he  beKeved,  would 
not  have  refused — but  the  difficulty,  of  which  tbrir  lordships 
were  a\^aTe,  had  arisen,  and  this  application  for  the  inierte^ 
rence  of  the  two  Houses  had  become  tteoessary.  •  ' 

Lord  Spencer  preferred  the  proce«»ding  by  ft  Privy  Seal 
Bill  to  that  of  giving  effect  to  a  'Treasury  warrant,  bei- 
cause  more  simiJnr  in  principle  to  a  Gommi^ion  for  opening 
the  Farliament,  and  more  consistent  with  the  usual  forms  of 
the  Exchequer.     But  be  thought  the  whole  coarse  adopted 
by  MinistQrs  completely  wrong,  and  it  was  no  Might  proof 
of  the  most  unconstitutional  and  illegal  nature  of  their  pro*    « 
ceeding!!,'that.they  had  been  checked  by  such  obstaclnf  as 
these.    It  had  been  said,  that  the  noble  earl  ( Westmoreland) 
who  held  the  Privy  Seal,  would  not  have  refused  to  employ 
it.     He  himself  had  hekl  the  Privy  Seel,  and  he  referred  to 
the  oath  of  office  taken  by  the  Keeper,  to  see  whether  there 
ivas  not  6om»  reason  to  have  appreliended  a  difficulty  in 
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that  pmnt.  The  words  io  the  oath,  to  which  he  particalarly 
requested  the  atteolion  of  their  loidships,  were  these,  '^  that 
the  person  holding  the  Privy  Seal  should  not  use  it  without 
the  Kiug's  special  command.  He  would  not  take  upoa. 
hun  to  determine  wba.t  construction  others  might  put  upon 
these  wonis)  but  he  Ihoui^ht  no  power  on  earth  would  have 
induced  him  to  use  f  he  Seal  without  the  King's  special  and 
direct  authority*  There  was  no  such  clause  in  the  oath' 
taken  by  the  Keeper  of  tbeGreat  SeaU  but  even  in  that  oath 
there  was  one  which  might  have  raised  some  doubt.  After 
stating  that  the  conduct  of  his  noble  friend  (Grenville)  had 
been  perfectly  correct  in  ew&ry  particular,  he  did  justice  io 
the  candour  of  the  Ministers,  in  admitting  that  the  vote  of 
this  night  would  not  in  the  least  screen  their  conduct  from 
future  investigation ;  but  he  would  have  more  applauded 
that  candour,  if  the  noble  Secretary  (Liverpool)  had  for  the 
present  abstained  from  that  detailed  defence  of  the  Ministers 
lAto  which  he  had  entered.  The  two  Houses  had  voted, 
that  it  was  their  right  and  duty  to  supplv  the  defect  of  the 
lloyal  Authority,  but  they  had  not  therefore  determined 
that  they  should  take  upon  themselves  to  do  an  executive 
act ;  and  yet  this  they  were  now  for  the  first  time  called 
upon  to  perform,  though  they  had  been  told  by  the  Mi- 
nisters, .that  no  serious  inconvenience  could  arise  from  the 
delay  in  supplying  the  defect  in  the  Royal  Power !  They 
were  now,  by  the  criminal  concealment  practised  by  Mi- 
nisters, reduced  to  a  most  dangerous  dilemma ;  and  the  only 
way  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty  was  to  trace  back  their  steps, 
and  address  the  Prince  of  Wal^  to  assume  the  Executive 
Authority,  as'  their  ancestors  had  addressed  the  Prince  of 
Orange  in  1688. 

Earl  Westmorelandy  called  on  as  he  had  been  by  the  noble 
earl  (Spencer),  could  not  be  silent  on  this  occasion.  H« 
should  not,  however,- go  ov^r  topics  which  had  already  been 
discussed,  but  should  confine  himself  merely  to  the  conside- 
rution  of  what  midtt  have  appeared  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Privy  Seal,  confickd  to  his  care.  For  one,  he  should  be 
reiidy  tx>  miset  the  charge  of  the  noble  lord,  as  to  the  conduct 
of  Ministers  in  the  whole  of  this  transaction ;,  nay,  he  chtU* 
lenged  inquiry,  being  confident  that  it  would  appear  that 
the  whole  of  their  proceedings  liad  been  not  only  free  from 
blame,  but,  what  was  far  more,  that  they  had  b^  merito* 
rious.  He  was  free  to  declare,  that  so  far  as  he  was  con« 
oerne^^  and  so  fitr  as  the  necessity  of  coming  before  Rurlia- 
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ttient)  or  of  ha vin^  recovvBe  to  the  issuing  of  a  warrant  by 
{be  Lordfei  of  th^  Treasury,  eoald  have  been  averted  bv  the 
eicerciA  of  the  Priyy  Seal,  he,  as  being  entrosted  witn  the 
keeping  of  (hat  S<^l,  should  have  been  willing  to  have  (alren 
the  responsibility  of  affixing  (he  Seal  upon  himself.  Mi- 
nisters Iftad  a  duty  (o  perforai ;  they  must  have  peribrnaed 
that  duly,  or  they  must  have  let  it  alnne ;  if  they  did  per* 
fonn  it,  they  thereby  incurred  a  great  responsitnlity ;  but 
the  only  question  was^  would  they  incur  this  responsibility 
for  (he  i^ood  of  the  country,  trusting  to  the  country  for  .an 
jndeinnity — or  would  they  desert  their  duty,  and  leave  th^ 
country  to  its  fate  in  a  time  of  imergency  ? — He  would 
Ihave  thouglit  himself  nnwoithy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
could  lie  have  hesitated  about  enconntering  this  xespcmsibi* 
lity  ;  attd  it  was  only  from  the  scruples  of  another  person^ 
whose  province  it  was  to  prepare  the  bill,  that  he  had  not» 
by  taking  the  responsibility  on  himself,  prevented  the  ne* 
cessify  df  the  present  application  to  Parliament*  As  to  (lie 
oath  alluded  to  by  the  noble  carl,  be  could  only  any,  that 
(he  duty  of  Privy  Seal  wos  pointed  out  by  an  explanatory 
Act  of  Parliament,  referring  him  to  look  at  the  Signet, 
which,  if  regular,  was  all  that  was  required,  so  that  the 
duty  of  the  Privy  Seat  seemed  mtlier  of  a  ministerial  nature. 
JLord  Ifolhm  wished  that  the  noble  earl,  like  the  noble 
and  learned  iorrl  i&te  on  the  Woolsack,  had  confined  himself 
atrictty  to  the  question  before  the  House,  leaving  the  merits 
OT^denierits  of  MiniMers  to  be  considered  on  some  future  nc- 
co^ion.  He,  however,  shoiikl  follow  the  example  of  the 
noUe  and  learned  lord,  and  should  leave  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nisters to  be  jmlged  oif  ia  its  proper  place.  He  could  not 
help,  however,  expressing  his  sur{)rise  at  the  suggestion  of 
another  noble  and  learned  lord  (Rcdesdale),  that  tlie  House 
fth4»uld  issue  its  orders  to  tiie  Privy  Seal  to  act  in  th^is  matter 
conlrarylotlietr  oaths  of  office;  he  who  was  so  great  an 
enc^my  to  the  di3pensing  with  c^lhs  a|>)>oinl<xl  to  betaken 
by  persons  in  otlJer  circumstances !  (a  hvgh,) — ^That  noble 
ankl  learned. lord  had  also  tiionicht  ilmt  his  noble  friend 
(Earl  Spencer)  h^d  seen  a  coBi{>lacen€y  in  the  noble  and 
learned  ford's  countenance,  in  coii8e(}Uence  of  a  supposid, 
concurrence  in  some  of  (be  statemei^s  of  that  noble  and 
learned  lord.  Could  the  tiobleand  learned  lufd,  or  could 
Ibe  House,  svpposc  that  he  (Lord  Holland)  should  ieel 
complacency  fdlher  in  bis  £ice  or  in  his  heart,  aC  finding  not 
a  ati4^  avgiNMnt  ok'Staleinenix>f  fads a«eDt«d  (o$  bulevier^ 


tingle  part  of  kis  statement  of  the  other  ni^  verified  tjid 
proved-^ow  much  reasoa  had  he  now  to  exhibit  sucll 
complacency  ?  For  how  completely  in  every  part  did  the 
{iriioeedifig»  of  thb  night  verify  his  predictions  of  a  tbrmev 
ntght)  if  the  plan  then  recommended  by  him  was  not 
adopted^  (Hear  !  hear  !>-^But  he  could  not  in  hisconnte* 
nance  exhibit  such  complacency,  for  he  was  uicapable  of 
feeling  it  HI  his  heart,  (Hearl  hear !)  He  felt  for  the  si* 
Inatton  in  which  the  country  was  placed,  in  consequence  of 
(he  novel  and  unconstitutional  mode  of  proceeding  which 
(he  (wo  Houses  had  adopted*  The  dilemma  to  wmch  tlio 
House  was  now  reduced — the  emergency  inconsequence  of 
which  they  were  now  called  on  to  provide  the  means  of  au- 
thorising the  issues  of  «)ublic  money  for  the  naval  and  niilio 
lary  services  of  the  country— the  necessity  which  was  now 
pleaded  as  an  excuse  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  as* 
sliming  to  theinselves  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Functions- 
he  had  warned  the  House  mast  sooner  or  teiter  occur^  and 
must  assuredly  overfoke  them  before  they  had  supplied  the 
deficiency  in  the  Executive  Power^  if  tHey  did  not  adopt  the 
course  he  had  pointed  out.  That  counc  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  bad  now  conjured  them  to  revert  to.  He 
(Lord  Holland)  most  fervently  concurred  in  that  recommen*- 
dation*  By  adberins^  to  the  Y^an  they  bad  first  adopt cdl 
they  could  only  nin  farther  into  error ;  and  necessity  would  • 
be  pleaded  upan  the  back  of  necessity,  till  at  length  the  as- 
mimption  of  the  power  of  the  King  would  become  with 
then  a  thing  of  couree — vl  matter  of  every  day's  practice. 

'*  The  faAtst  geev,  and  goes  SMlray» 
"  Still  farther  runs  from  the  right  way." 

The  wording  of  the  Resolution  lie  conceived  to  be  extremely 
dyjectionable.  The  term  '^^commaniT^  was  one  which  had 
never  beeh  used,  even  by  the  Long  Parliament,  (ill  t*je  very 
moment  when  they  were  about  to  deprive  the  King  entirely 
of  his  sovereign  authority. — By  addressing  thp  Prince  of 
Wales  to  take  on  himself  the  management  of  the  military 
tod  naval  alBbire  of  the  country,  and  also  to  order  the  issuer 
of  the  public  money  for  the  service  of  the  State,  even  till 
their  Bttl  should  pass,  if  the  Houses  of  Parliameoit  were 
resolved  to  proceed  in  that  manner,  all  such  difficulties  a» 
tbQ  present  would  be  guarded  iigainsti  and  he  conjiwd  the 
the  House  to  adopt  this  mode  of  proceeding. 
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Earl  Ro$sfyn  begged  to  call  the  attentuHf  of  their  loid. 
•bipt  only  to  one  circamslaoce  which  had  not  yet  boeo  re* 
narked  on^  namely,  that  they  were  called  on  by  the  present 
fiesolntion  to  go  infinitely  bcvond  the  object  avowed  by  the 
Boble  Secretary^  for^  inst^<»f,tbe  Resolution  being  con« 
fined  to  the  sums  in  the  Appropriation  Act  alone,  it  com-* 
prehended  the  three  miltiona  granted  by  the  vote  of  credii 
also.  Were  their  lordships,  tlieni  without  even  any  allq;ed 
necessHy^  to  put  this  sum  at  the  disposal  of  Ministers,  ihcfeby 
superK'ding  to  that  eitent  the  authority  of  the  Sovereign,  in 
the  event  of  recovery,  over  a  sum  confided  by  Parliament  to  . 
his  Royal  discretion  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liccrpaol  explained,  that  the  disposal  of  any 
part  of  this  sum  was,  by  the  Resolution,  confined  to  the 
services  of  the  Navy,  Army,  and  Ordnance j  to  deficiencies 
arising  in  which  services  it  was  customary  at  this  season  of 
the  year  to  apply  anv  part  of  the  vote  oif  credit  which  le- 
Buuned  undisposed  of. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  referred  to  the  sentiment 
which  had  been  so  oAen  stated  in  the  course  of  these  discus- 
aions,  that  *'  whatever  was  created  by  necessity,  necessity 
must  limit/*  Now  if  this  maxim  >yere  to  be  applied  to  the 
present  case,  it  would  not  follow  that  because  a  ceitaia  sum 
of  money  might  be  immediately  necessary  for  military  or 
naval  services^  that  therefore  Ministers  should  have  a  general 
authority  to  tall  for  what  they  pleased,  even  out  of  the  vote 
of  credit,  for  that  purpose.  The  vole  of  credit  was  generally 
supposed  to  be  siven  to  provide  for  unforeseen  events,  and 
not  for  the  regular  eswenditure  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
It  was  supposed  that  tnis  sum  enabled  his  Majesty  to  give 
what  jubsiclies  circumstanoes  might  require  to  foreign  states ; 
and  the  sarplus,  to  be  sore,  was  to  be  carried  to  the  ^[cneml 
ezpences  of  the  year.  However  irregular  this  applicatioiv 
night  be,  yet,  rather  than  stop  the  issue  of  money  actually 
neo!9S^ry  for  the  Army  or  Navy^  he  would  vote  Air  it ;  but 
he  did  not  conceive  himself  called  upon  to  vote  for  more 
than  the  actual  necessity  required*  Without,  however, 
wishing  io  protract  the  discussion,  he  would  move  an 
amendment  (principally  with  a  view  of  it  being  put  upoix 
the  Journals)  which  would  bring  the  vote  up  to  the  nece»* 
sity  which  had  been  stated  to  exist.  His  amendment  was^ 
^^  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  should  be  empowered  ta 
kSue  their  ivarrauts  for  the  sum  of  one  milUon,  one  half  of 
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ivliich  to  be  ^pplktl  to  tbe  service  of  the  Army^  and  the 
other  half  to  that  of  the  Navy."  » 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  coxAA  not  conceive  that  the 
autiiority  for  makinjo^  the  Issues  for  the  Naviil  and  Military 
services  should  be  Umitod  to  the  period  when  the^  de». 
ficiency  in  the  Royal  Atithority  should  be  supplied^ 
alpne^  but  should  contemplate  the  recovery  of  his  Majesty 
also.  He  should  therefore  move  s^u  Amendment  to  thai 
effect* 

'  hard  Holland  said,  he  should  also  on  the  report  mov« 
as  an  Amendment,  that  the  word  "  command*''  jn  tha 
Resolution  be.  changed  into  the  word  ^^  order ^*\  it 
bein£^  hb  wi3h  that  this  Amendment  should  appear  oa 
the  Journals.  .  ^ 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  and  agreed  io. 

On  bringing  up  the  Report,  the  Amendments  of  tbo 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne^  and  of  Lords  Holland  and  Lauder- 
dale, were  severally  ig}xl  and  negatived  without  a  divir 
sion.  Tbe  Report  was.  agreed  to  without  any  Amend* 
ment,  and  a  message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Conir 
mons,  requesting  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  the  said 
Resolution* 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  petition  from  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Corporation  of  the  borough  of  Nottlnghamt 

graying  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  might  be  appointed 
Regent  without  any  limitation  or  lestriction. — Ordered  tm 
]xt  on  the  table. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMBiONS. 

SAtUBDAY,   JANVAEY  5. 
ISSUE  OF   MONBV* 

Mr.  Long  was  ordered  to  carry  to  the  Lords  the  Resoln* 
lion  of  last  night,  authorising  the  issue  fw>m  the  Exchequ^ 
of  the  sums  "Voted  during  the  last  session  of  Parliapient,  for 
the  Army,  Navy,  and  Onlnance,  and  to  request  a  conference 
with  tiicir  brdships  thereon,  and  their  concurrence  in  said 
Resolution^— On  Mr.  Long's  return,  he  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Lords  bad  appointed  a  conference  forthwith  in  tlie 
Painted  Chamber  on  the  subject  of  said  Bcsolution.—Mr. 
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hongi  Mr.  Secrftary  Ryder,  the  Lord  Adrocatcfind  Solicitcir 
Geiieral  of  Scotlann,  Mr.  Manners  Sutton,  LordG.  Thjnne, 
ftc.  were  appaint(\l  to  manage  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
Ibe  Oommons,  and  went  forth  aceordini^y  fyt  (hat  purpose. 
On  their  letDm.  Mr.  Iioncr  informed  the  Home  that  they 
had  bad  a  conference  with  the  Lords  on  the  object  of  the 
IResolotion,  and  that  their  lordships  had  a^preed  to  lake  the 
same  into  consideration. 

A  message  was  afterwards  broufi^bt  from  the  Lords,  de** 
•hin^  a  conference  with  the  Commons  on  the  sitbject  matter 
ef  their  conference  of  1st  Jtm.  instant. 

The  same  Managers  were  appointed  to  conduct  this  con- 
ference, who  on  their  retwm  presented  a  copy  of  the  Resofq* 
tions  of  that  House  relative  to  the  Re^ndy,  as  they  had 
been  amended  last  ni^lrt  in  the  Honse  ctf  Lords ;  io  which 
amendments  the  Lords  bad  reqtiestelS'flie  concurrence  Of  ih^ 
House  of  Commons. — On  the  motion  t^f  Mr.  Secfeiary  Ryder, 
tfae  Amendments  were  read  a  first  and  second  thne,  find  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  faiflier  consideration  on  Mondajr  next,  to 
rfay- ibe  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  liORDS. 

I 

^  UQU»  AT  J  JMHV  AMY  7  f       • 

ISSUE  OF  noKf:Y. 

On  the  motion  of  the  fiarl  of  Liverpool,  a  message  waa 
sent  to  the  Commons,  desiring  a  conference  in  the  Painted 
Chamber.  The  '  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  soon 
after  informed  their  Lordships  that  the  Commons  were 
waiting  for  them. 

The  lK)rd  President,  the  Lard  ftivy  Seal,  the  £arl  of 
Liverpool,  and  olhers  of  the  Lords,  were  appointed  to  maoage 
Ulie  conference  on  the  part  of  their  Lordships. 

En  I  Camden  (tbe  Lord  President)  intbrmed  Ae  House^, 
on  their  return,  tbat  the  Resolutions  rcspectins  the  public 
issue  of  money  communicated  to  the  House  by  tne  Commons 
at  a  confeience  on  Saturday  last,  and  then  agreed  to  by 
their  Lordships,  had  been  retnmed  to  the  Commons  at  tb% 
jpresent  canfcrence. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  POMMONS. 

MONDAY^  JANUARY  7. 
THE  REGENCY, 

The  Lords'  Amendment  to  the  Resolution  for  restricting 
the  Regent  from  making  Peers,  leaving  out  the  words  ^'  ex- 
cept such  persons  as  have  achieved  any  services  naval  or 
rauitary,"  was  then  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  ths 
.  House. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  Amendment  nem.  con,  without 
any  observation  beine  made.  A  me^^ag6  was  then  ordered 
to  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  the  Commons  had  agreed 
with  their  Amendment. 

77/e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose  and  said^ 
that  as  the  two  Houses,  had  now  agreed  on  their  ResoluticHis^ 
be  trusted  they  would  also  concur  in  appointing  a  Com^ 
inittee  to  attend  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  her  majesty  the  Queen,  with  the  Resolutions  which  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  had  agreed  to.  The  Committee 
who  were  to  wait  upon  th^e  Prince  should  inform  him  that 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  considering  on  the  means  of 
supplying  the  deficiency  in  the  Royal .  Authority,  had 
xesolvecl  to  empower  his  Royal  Highness  to  take  .upon  him- 
self the  office  of  Reg^t,  subject  to  such  limitations  and  r^^ 
strictions  sis  appeared  to  them  to  be  proper  in  the  present 
Circumstances ;  ahd  they  were  also  to  express  their  hope, 
that  in  his  regardfor  his  Majesty  and  the  nation,  his  Rojral 
Highness  would  take  upon  himself  the  weighty  and  im- 
^rtant  trust  reposed  in  him,  as  soon  as  a  Bill  should  be 
passed  for  that  purpose. 

He  should  also  move,  that  the  Committee  should  wait 
upon  the  Queen,  and  inform  her  Majesty  of  the  Resolutions 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  confiding  to  her  Majesty 
the  care  of  the  Royal  Person,  and  the  management  of  sucti 
'  parts  of  the  Household  as  was  necessary  for  his  comfort; 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  her  Majesty  would  take  upon  her* 
self  the  important  trust  reposed  in  her^  as  soon  as  a  Bill 
should  pass  for  that  purpose.  . 

Two  Resolutions  were  then  proposed  to. that  effect  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  They  were  agreed  to  unani- 
mously, and  o^ered  to  be  communicated  to  the  Lords  ina 
conference; — Adjourned* 

Vol.  L— 1811.  SP 
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HOUSE  OP  LbUDB. 

TU£S0AT,    JA)90ART  8. 
THE    REGENCY.      * 

Ijor4  Clicc  camp  up  iufxa  llie  House  af  ConHnoos  request* 
ia^  n  coafereoce  on  the  subject  of  i\^^  second  Resolution^ 
^oich  their  Lordships  bad  amended  ^Jf  the  insertion  of  ihi^ 
words  ^*  spiritual  and  temporal."  The  conference,  ivfv 
accordingly  held  in  the  Painted  Chamber.  The  maufers 
on  the  part  of  thp  Lords,  on  their  return  to  the  House^ 
inforraecl  their  lordships  that  the  Commons  bad  agreed  to 
the  second  Resolution  ivith  tbc  amendments* 

i  ADDRESS   TO  THE    PRINCE, 

'  The  Ear/  of  Zdverpool  then  moved,  that  the  Lord  Prefti^ 
dent  of  the  Council  and  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  be  appointed  to 
Attend  hk  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales^  on  the 
part  of  their  Ii)rdshi{>Sj|.  to  address  bis  Royal  Highne9»  to 
take  upon  him)  &c.  in  term$  corresponding  witb  tbe  Besoltt* 
tion  on  tbat  subject*    Agreed  to>  nem  difs.  . 

ADDRESS   TO    THB  .QUBBK. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool^  rose  and  moved,  that  the  Earl  of 
Harcourt  and  Lord  Douglas,  of  Locklevin,  (Earl  of  MortQn)> 
fee  appointed  to  attend  her  Majesty,  with  an  Address  pur- 
tuant  to  the  Resolution  passed  on  that  subject  igreea  to^ 
ireiN.  Ass* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  qioved,  that  a  mes$^  be 
sent  to  the  Commons,  acquainting  them  vlth  the  two  Ja$C 
Resolutions.     The  message  was  accordingly  $ent. 

PROXIES. 

Tbe  Lord  Chancellor'  rose,  and  alluded  to  the  question^ 
fliat  had  recently  arisen  concerning  the  right  of  voting  by 
proxy,  which  rendered  it  necessary  that  their  loidshlpi 
should  come  to  some  clear  and  defined  understanding  upoa 
a  subject  so  important  to  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Peers.  He  should  therefore  move  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  ap()ointed  to  examine  into  the  cases  of  proxies 
admitted  in  similar  circumstances,  should  be  taken  into 
oonsideratton  on  Friday  next.    He  also  moved^  ^at  tb« 


nirdttfir  Mi9r  -«irMif«ii  by  ibe  l^(«i^  of  (lidlr  IbttMrip^  t6 
mt^h  tMfk^Ti  be  Mferhed  to  ft^  said  Committee.  H& 
Mijeot  jn  moving  (his,  «rose  ottt  (^  the  stress  laid  on  the 
subject  by  some  noble  lords  in  the  recent  discussions.  He 
kitebded  on  PHday  td^  flubmtt  io  ih^t  Lordships  four  Reso- 
IttttotiB,  which  he  t^aM).  Thdr  object  Wk9  to  dedans  getie- 
Mly,  tfiat  Prblcies  shonkl  at  tilh  tithes  be  ^dmftted  m  &A 
fiMM  when  iheie  vte  no  Tegulatii^n  or  st&i\(ling  older  Soi^ 
bidding  tMr  tide's  m^  that  on  c^  dmsioti  wh^e  no  brevU 
Pktrlittmen4ary  deci^fon  had  been  tnitde^on  tbe  sttfaged,  tl 
Mleis  appointed  by  tire  Hou^  bhould  not  be  eompetent  ih 
Mme  ^kiei)  &c.    The  noble  dnd  kamed  lord"^  tAiitibA 

'  A^ioiimcd  tiH  TfeUfsdtiy. 


HOOSB  OF  OOMMOm; 

TUE^AY,   JANUARY  8,. 


«   i' 

.1 


■  1  ^leoxcts.  .    ' 

Lord  CUve  having  been  directed  lb  signify  tb  tTie  House 
of  Lords  the  request  of  tiie  Commons^,  that  their  Ibrdshipt 
.  trould  hold  a  conference  witli  the  Commons,  appeared  ai 
thebaf,  and  acquainted  the  House  that  their  lorasnips  had 
agfeed  to  tbe  conference,  and  appointed  the  fainted 
Chartiber  for  holding  the  same  foirih  with, 

A  'Committee  ivas  then  appoMted  to  niana^e  the  conle* 
lence. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  was  delivered  by  two  Masters  in 
Chancery,  requesting  a  conference  in  the  Painted  Cbs|paber| 
on  the  subject  of  tbe  last  oonfeiencs*  .  . 

The  Masters  in  Chancery  having  withdrawn,  were  again 
called  in,  when         -  ... 

The  Speaker  addressed  them  in  these  words : — *^  I  am 
commanded  to  acquaint  yoti  that  this  House  will  proceed 
to  tbe  poi^ference  as  desined  by  their  lordships*^ 

The  sajue  Committee  was  appointed  to  tnnnage  this  coo* 
fereqce  as  in  tbe  preceding  case,  and  went  forth  immediately, 
the  oi^eaker  iatifl^ng  to  the  llouse^  that  any  other  m^^ 
ben  were  at  liberty  to  attend  tbe  cmference. 

Lord  Clive  shortly  after  rqx^rted  from  Uie  bar,  tbat  the 
nanagera  for  the  Commons  bad  held  a  conferenoe  with  the 
Lords,  as  desired,  io  tbe  Painted  Chamber*  in  which  cooi* 
ference  the  Lords^  Committee  informed  them,  that  their 
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lordships  had  agreed  to  the  Resolatioiia  oonoiuaioated  .to 
their  lordships  in  the  last  conference)  and  hSid  filled  up  the 
blanks  in  the  same  with  the  words  "  the  Lords  Spiriiittl 
and  Temporal." 

Another  meRsage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Hooaey  that 
their  lordships  had  appointed  the  Lord  Presideot  of  the 
Council,  and  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  to  wait  on  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  several  Besolutioas 

9|[reed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  for  supplying  the 
efect  in  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  functions  ;  and  also  that 
they  had  appointed  the  earl  of  Harcourt  and  lord  Douglas 
to  attend  her  majesty  the  Queen,  with  the  Resolution  and 
Address  agreed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  respecting 
the  care  of  his  Majesty's  Person,  and  such  part  of  his  TStoySL 
Household  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  comfort  and 
attendance  of  his  sacred  person,  and  required  that  House 
to  appoint  a  prqportionate  number  of  its  members  to  attoid 
in  both  instances^  ^ith  the  lords  appointed  by  their  lord? 
ships. 

It  was  then  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  that  the  following  four  members  should 
^o  up  with  thclords  appointed  by  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
lb  royal  hi^rhness  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  Chancellor 
of  tlie  Exchequer,  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder,  Mr.  Robert 
Dundas  Saunders,  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  The 
membcTs  ordered  U)  attend  the  Queen,  lord  Jolm  Thynoe^ 
lord  Palmerston,  lord  Clive,  and  Col.  Dcsbrow«^-The 
House  then  adjourned  to  Thursday. 


f 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS- 

THunSDAY^  JANUARY  10* 
PROXIES. 

A 

Their  Lordships  assembled  at  ten  o*cloek,  and  soon  after- 
wards the  Lord  Chancellor  took  his  scat  on  the  woolsack. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Deputy-Usher  of  the  Black  Rod, 
the  Serjeant-at-Arms  (Mr.  Wafson)  announced  at  the  bar  a 
message  from  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  ordered, 
that  the  messengers  be  called  in. 

Lord  Lorcaincy  and  several  members  of  the  House  qf 
Commons,  brought  up  a  message,  acciuainUng  their  lord* 
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diips,  that  the  Commons  had  appointed  a  Coaimlttee  to  g# 
^ith  the  Lords  Committee,  to  wait  upon  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  Resolutions  and  Address  of 
both  Houses,  for .  supplying  the  defect  in  the  personal 
itxercise  of  the  Rdyal  power ;  and  also,  that  they  had  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  g<i  with  the  Loids  to  wait  upon  het 
Majesty  with  the  Resolution  and  A^ress  of  both  Houses. 
:  >  'The  Eurl.  of  Liverpool  gaye  notice,  that  if  the  answer 
.from:,  her  Majesty,  and  from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
of  i. Wales,  should  arrire  in  the  time  he  expected,  he  would 
toronortow  propose  •  Sot  their  Lordships  consideration  a 
Besolution  similar  to  the  one  agteed  to  on  the  8 1st  of 
January,  1789,  respecting  the  opening  of  Parliament  by 
jCosinKission.— Adjourned. 


m^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TIIUKSDAT,    JANUARY   lOp 

:.  •  • 

NEW   WRIT   FOR    GLOUCBSTBRSHXRB. 

Mr.  Howard  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  is$ue  bis  was#i 
yant  for  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of  a  Knight  of  the  Shire 
for  the  county  of  Gloucester,  in  the  room  of  lord  Dursley^ 
pow  earl  Berkeley, 

.  The  Speaker  asked  the  hon,  member,  whether  he  was 
^prepared  to  add  to  his  motion,  the  usual  words  uaed.  on 
^iuch  occasions,  ^^  called  up  by  writ  of  summons  to  th^ 
House  of  Peers,*' 

Mr.  Howard rep\iedy  that  he  was  not  prepared  toadd  these 
i^ords,  because  in  point  of  fact  no  such  writ  of  summons  had 
been  issued.  He  apprehended,  however,  that  there  would 
be  no  objection  maae  to  his  motion^  inasmuch  as  it  was  an 
established  fact  that  the  representation  for  the  county  of 
<jflouceRter  was  now  defective. .  That  House,  he  was  per- 
i^uaded  would  not  consider  itself  bound  to  wait  the  forms  of 
the  other  House  respecting  the  issuing  of  such  writ  of  sum- 
monSy  nor  keep  the  county  of  Gloucester  without  a  repre- 
sentative pending  the  suspension  of  such  summons.  But  if 
there  could  be  a  doubt  entertained  upon  the  subject,  that 
doubt  would  be  removed  bv  reference  to  the  authority  of  a 
jgreat  man,  who  had  filled  the  chair  of  that  House  with 
jgreat  ability  (he  meant  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow),  as  it  was  to 
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Im  eDHcokd  Ctomatitrte  in  Mr.  Hateilk  vnMiUe  bookHtf 
pKti^^i^.    By  omnultin^  4hai  Mie^  dil'j  iv^ld  find  at 
Mated  on* this  autlioritj  of  iSai  ft^Mil  #n«n|.  ^'  tkot  in  oalestf 
Ike  creation  of  peers  (a  part  of  l^te^qQCBticai^biGh  fce  wdtdd 
mod  thai  iovch  ii)ion>^  and  als»  in  cases  of.peets  moortdiag 
4o  the  peerage  b)r  desoeal,  it  was  mot  neoeEsarj  for  the 
'  Hettse  of  Cominoiis  16  ^ait  f<Nr  the  antanidtis'to  tlietitiMr 
fiovae,  bat  Ihie  House  may  proc^ed^iHiinediatriir  toditect 
•  netr  imt  lo  be  issued."    Tbc  Hoijse  irottU  troserteibal 
llui  doe€rine  iiyns  stricfl j  ojipKeaUe  tp  the  case'  uqditr  e^nitH 
deration :  far  -rth&re  a  |KTst>n  «doeeda  to  a  dtia  ps  «fa)agt^aeli; 
%e  IxKiOnM  itninediately  a  peer>  indapatitaiedio  faoMiii^satt 
an  thaillda^;  and  twawiqiieiitty  it  ns^itbe  Satjr'tifjAk 
House  to  proceed^  without  delay,  te^ujipiy.tlie  aacaiirt  iMiL 
Besides^   as  the  writs  of  suramons  were  simply  writs  of 
service,  it  could  not  be  luuiiitaiiiul  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  bound  lo  wait  till  the  issue  of  such  writ«.     He 
felt  justified,  thftcfbre,  in  contending,  that  not  only  upon  • 
.  the  analogies  of  ttic  ease,  but  upon  thf  reason  of  the  thing, 
bis  motion  ougl^t  to  he  agreed  to.    As  to  the  analogy  of 
the  case,  ha  woaid  b^of  ..cientkiaentD  consider  how  the 
question  stood  with  regard  io  Scotch  peers*    In  the  case  of' 
ine  demise  of  a  Scdtdh  peer,  no*  being  a  Lord  of  Parliament^ 
llis  elde^  son  sncct^ed  to'his  title,  and  became  immedJateTj 
disqnaMred  for  ti  seat  in  that  House.    No  writ  of  summon^ 
was  to  be  expected  in  that  c^se,  nor  did  that  l^ouse  require 
thore  f  ban  a  certificate  of  tire  fact  of  the  descent  from  two  of 
fft  otvn  merhbcre,  to  induce  rt  to  direct  llje  issue  of  a  nefr 
iprrit.     He  begged  df  ^errtlewen  also  to  Consider  wkat  ml£;hit 
be  the  consequence  of  waiting  /or  the  summons  to  the  otner 
ytt)tt^.     Ho  ^nch  suttimbns  was  ever  issued  but  upoa  t(be 
*I^licaf{o(h  of  .tire  individual  claiming  the  title.    It'migBt 
VherefoTe  ^o  happen,  that  a  person   in   the  sitaation   of 
the  TT^Hlc  Lord,  whose  seat*  was  now  vacant,  bjr  omitlin^^ 
to  aprpOy  for  snch  summons,  tni^ht  keep  the  place  be  bra 

«r9viomIy  represented  durilig  his  pleasure  unrepresented. 
\  appeared  to  him,  therefore,  pot  to  be  necessary  ip  waEt 
&r  sfuc9i  ^tni[)sons,  unless  upon  the  grounds  of  expediency., 
or  Kit  inconv(7itence  with  respcet  to  tlie  individual  Or  the 
JhoMic.  Wit^i  respect  to  tbe  individual  he  mu^  observe;, 
that  if  the  morion  could  be  const  rual  as  hostile  towards  hini« 
tfi  coidd  assnrc  ttre  Honse  that  lie  should  not  have  been  the 
p'erson  to  make  it ;  and  as  to  the  question  of  public  iacoa-- 
ttnfctict?,   be  was  satisfied  that  it  was  all  on  (be  contrary 
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liAe.  €onsidef  ing,  theiefcmi,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
11119  not  bound  to  regulate  its  intefmi)  ConstttHtion  br  tk^ 
fiiocQediii£;s<  of  tlie  other  Houfitj  lie  ym  of  of>inloii  tnat  it* 
was^  the^atjr  of  that  House  to  provide  for  the  pei&ot 
represeutation  of  Gloucestershire  by  agreeing  to  his  motioo* 
^  lh$  Spe^er  then  TOse  end  observed,  tliel  before  be  ebeold 
psA  the^  question^  he  xtAg^t  perhaps  owe  it  as  an  apolog^jf 
to  the  hononmble  member,  and  it  mi^t  be  also  tox  tb^ 
convettience  of  the  House,  that  be  'shoold  state  what  bad 
beea  the  practice  of  the  Hoase  on  simiiai  occasions,  ancl 
why  he  had  put  the  question  to  the  hooourablo  member^J 
when  his  motion  was  first  submitted  to  (he  House.  Ho, 
believed  that  upon  reference  to  the  journals  it  would  be 
found  to  have  been  the  invarial>le  practice,  to  require  tbe' 
addition  of  the  words,  "  called  up  to  the  How?e  of  Pfeere,** 
aa  tbe  grounds  of  a  motien  for  a  nnsr  writ :  and  though  ho 
ivae  ready  to  admit,  that  in  the  instance  quoted  by  the  hon*. 

Sntleman,  the  authority  of  that  ^^eat  man,  Mr.  Speaker 
aslow,  appeared  to  sanction  a  diflercnt  practioe^  all  th^ 
cases  on  the  journals  shewed  the  practice  to  have  beeot 
iiiv^Biably  to  require  the  words  he  had  stated  to  be  expresslj- 
and  dbtinctlv  used  as  the  grounds  of  the  motion.    In  the 
case  of  Lord  Cnrnarvon,  m  1744 ;  of  Lord  Cc^ham,  in 
1753 ;  and  in  all  tbe  other  cases  that  had  occurred  in  the 
time  during  which  the  diair  of  that  House  had  been  fiUed 
bgr  tbe  authority  alluded  to,  the  practice  wae  uniformly 
vhdi  he  had  already  explained  to  the  House.    'He  wiabra 
tbeCierk  to  read  tbe  entries  from  the  Journals  of  tho  14tli 
and  15th  of  February,    J  809,  the  last  case  which  had 
odoorred.     [Here  the  Clerk  read  the  entry  of  the  14tfa  ojf 
February,  1809,  which  stated,  that  a  new  writ  h^d  been' 
ordered  for  the  election  of  a  bui^ess  for  Stamford,  in  the  room' 
of:  General  Bertie,  then  Earl  of  Lindsay,  called  up  to  the 
House  of  Peers.]  The  entry  for  the  15th  of  Feb.  stated,  that 
ithaving  appeared  that  nofsummons  had  been  issued,  <;aUing 
Grenoral  Bertie  to  the  other  House,  ths  order  for  a  ney 
mrit  for  the  borough  of  Stamford  on  the  preceding  day 
waa  superseded.     The  Speaher  also  directed  ti)e  Clerk  io 
saad  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  authorising  the 
Speaker  to  issue  warrants  for  new  writs  in  such  cases,  on  the 
ceitificaie  of  two  members,  that  the  person  In  whose  room 
Ac  writ  was  to  issue  for  another  member  had  been  called 
Up  to  the  House  of  l^rs.     He  had  thus  stated  to  the 
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lionse  what  be  bad  been  able  to  eoUect  from  tbe  Joumab 
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at  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  and  should  now  pat  the 
question)  '^  that  the  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  for  making; 
out  a  new  writ,  for  the  election  of  a  meniher  for  tM 
county  of  Gloucoiter,  in  the  room  of  Loid  Duislqr,  now 
JEarl  Berkeley." 

'  Afr*  Howard  observed,  that  he  bad  omitted  to  state  that 
the  decision  of  that  House  last  session,  when  a  petition  had 
been  presented  from  certain  electoTB  of  Gloucestershire,  do* 
nving  that  !^rd  Dursley  bad  a  right  to  his  seat  in  that 
House,  he  having  omitted  to  give  in  any  qualification  at  the 
election,  was  a  recognition  of  him  as  heir-apparent  to  the 
late  Earl  Berkeley. 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  after  the  perspicuous 
explanation  of  the  practice  of  tne  House  which  had  been 
just  delivered  from  the  Chair,  did  not  suppose  that  the 
House  would,  in  this  instance,  depart  from  its  invariable 
practice.    As  to  the  case  of  the  petition  alluded  to,  he  was 
one  of  those  wlio  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
inquired  into.     He  bad  no  hesitation,  however,  to  state, 
that  on  that  occasion  he  declared  that  the  division  of  the 
House  respecting  the  petition  could  not  have  any  effisct  upon 
the  other  question  to  be  decided  elsewhere.    The  oonsidera* 
tion  of  that  case,  therefore,  should  be  left  out  of  this  discus- 
aion.     With  respect  to  the  inconvenince  that  had  been  ad- 
verted to  as  arising  from  keeping  the  county  of  Gloucester 
unrepresented,  that  might  be  a  ground  for  sncli  a  motilMi  ag 
the  present.    But  even  in  that  case,  the  House  would  be 
cautious  of  agreeing  to   the*  motion,   where  any  doabi 
existed,  till  the  doubt  should  be  removed  by  the  decistou  of 
the  competent  tribunal.    The  individual  should  be  left, 
therefore,  to  the  operation  of  the  regular  course,  and  no  writ 
of  summons  could  issue  till  the  removal  of  any  doubt  that 
existed.     Besides,  if  the  new  writ  were  to  be  issued,  and 
another  election  to  take  place,  and  if  it  should  afterwards 
appear  that  the  individual  bad  a  right  to  the  title  of 
£url  Berkeley,  the  House  would,  in  fact,  have  deprived 
the  county  of  Gloucester  of  its  legal  representative.    He 
yfouU  put  it  to  the  House,  then,  whether  they  would  agree 
io  this  motion,  when  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  ai 
farthest,  the  Parliament  would  be  opened,  and  the  Lorda 
would  most  probably  take  up  this  question  on  an  early  day. 
He  was  persuaded,  that  upon  consideration,  they  would 
wait  a  few  days  for  the  decision  of  a  competent  autboritj 
iipon  the  doubtful  question.    As  to  the  ease  of  Scotch  Pceri^ 
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^ck  wpunMfUuicjffi  4^e  .ti^iwe  was  ppoitielM  ^  Act  upoa 
.f^fvid^fi^^  H/iHmld  obtain*.  The  ^(»€^,  U^erefote,  weoe 
'  Af^f^mihr ;  as  ia  the  ^ase  of  finglisti  P^eerg,  writs  of  som- 
iiK>iiswfre  ioTiuri^b^y  TBQttirea ;  ia  the  other  case,  no  such 
writs  mete  n^om^ry.  Xfe  should  ucxt  n^s^ative  the  motioQ^ 
bacBnffe,  tfaoiigh  ^t  cxpodieot  at  fir^ut,  it .  would  be  a 
|>rop0r  Biotion  tp  be^  ms^e  in  jwime  time.  He  concbided  byr 
moviiig  tbei^rqi^iousqqestiQQ. 

filr.  fVhifitrmt  c^acurrea'  .>^^h  fl\e  ^ight  hon.  gei^tleinaa 

Ml  tbwfeiog  1^  Spe^^k^  ^r  i^i^.expIicU  statement  of  wjh^t 

be  Qonof^^^  1^  be  (lie  f^ti^  s  bvut  be  rau^  observe,  that 

itpj>pc;^i3ed't9  bim  that  no  m^coedeot  applied  to  this  c^, 

Jli^eoay^  it  .w^  ione  tl^  jh^  ^)e¥fr  b^oce  occurred,    la  the 

§^^ni(i^i:4  .GAse»  G^fieiial  Bertie  claii^ed  bis  rigbt  to  a  mjt  m 

ibfU  Jloq^,  tiU  tbe^^ficisiofi  of  the  qu^tion.  of  hi^  ri^bt  in 

rtbe.other  UfiSHie^  fihit  t^  isigj^t  jion.  geqtleman,  in  bis  vieyr 

.4>f  i^  bad  jij^  pigitfidtifie  ivboteof  the  question.    It  was  in 

&ot  a.%cmtiop-wMIV9r  QlquGqstecsIura should  be  suffered  .io 

.ramfiia  uqrqpnesei^t^  for  .an  iadefinite  time.    They  bad  n9« 

itbipg  to  40  ^^  the^CfMse  to  ibe  decided  eke  where.     If  jt 

abpiud  proite  {(hat  XiQfd  ^msley  bad  the  right  to  the  pewige 

as  oldest  Intimate  son  of  J^l  BeidkeWy^.the^  be  would  be  ia 

mwibv  aftbe  otbv  House ;  ii  iipt>  then  t|e  qanld  not  jiit  in 

that  House,  be  having  ^en  bis  seat  in  it.ap  hair-^apparait 

tQ  tbejate  £arl  Befjkel^*    In  either  case  the  seat  would  be 

wwbif  mifj^^^oosaqiiently.  tbe.oew  wr^  ought  to  issue*    B&- 

a^QSy  ^trfboold  be  imnea^wrodithBt  when  the  House  was  w 

a  r^ceot.QOcasion^lled^  tbe  iiame  of  Lord  Daisley  wm  yaiy 

4^roper]y  put  by.    Tl^t^  he  poqt^ided,  was  a  recognition^ 

on  ^e  pactof  toe  jHoM^)  qf  Xoid  Dursley  as  Earl  Berkeley. 

When  tbe  DetitiQti  alli}4€d4o  rwas  undcir  consideration  last 

cp^cpi,  lioia  Durslajin  a^nmidy  way  d^lared  that  he  bad 

igiVBii  in  no  qoaUSoatiofit  bwanse  he  claimed  to  be,  as  he 

Onfeiided  be  was,  the  hair-apparent  of  £arl  Berkeley.   The 

iEI<pBe  nqjected  the  pftitioQ,  and  admitted  Lord  Dursley  to 

.^let^  bis  seat  as  bnir^^ppfiient  to  JSarl  Berkeley.    U  they 

.^iwie  tagppaa^  th^,rigbt  il^oaoucable  gentleman  opposite 

^IMX^medl  it  HUgbt  io>bwP^)  *l>^^  ^be  countj  of  Gloucester 

B^glit  cofitiaoe  upref|ie^<e^((d  dicing  tbe  yfhok  of  this  per- 

liamaai.     With  le^peot  to  tbe  opinion  of.  Mr.  Speaker 

.]0iis^ir,*9l|icbba4lMen»aiio(fld(from  tbe  note  in  I\|r.>Hat- 

fdiVbookyit  wpeawi  ioma  okar^  that,^.|io  socb  case  as 

Uie  present  bad  ever  bo^  /po^^omd^  tb«l(»$aut>eot  padin* 

ToL.  I.— 181L  3Q 
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mentary  authority  had  fomeen  the  possibtlitjr  of  such  a 
case,  and  recorded  his  opinion  respecting  it.  Upon  the 
ground  of  such  a  high  authority,  therefore,  he^ouidcon* 
tend,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  wait  for  the  issiie  of  a  writ  of 
suhimons.  It  would  not  avail  to  affect  or  tiiscredit  the  va-* 
lidify  of  the  opinion  alluded  to.  Every  member  of  parliament 
was  in  the  hahit  of  considering  Mr.  Mtsell's  book  as  of  high 
authority.  He  would  beg  the  House^ioo,  to  consider  bow 
it  stood  with  regard  to  Gloucestershire.  It  was  well  known 
whatadq^reeof  heat  and  fever  had  been  excited  there  by 
the  approach  of  an  election  sharply  to  be  contested  by  op- 
posing parti^.  Was  that  a  state  in  which  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  leave' that  populous  county  i  tt  was  impossible 
for  the  House,  by  rejecting  this  motion  for  a  new  Writ>  to 
tell  the  electors  of  Gloucestershire  that  they  must  still  con- 
tinue unrepresented.  Having  recognized  Lord  Dursley  as 
legitimate  heir  to  his  late  &tjber,  they  were  bound  *lo  act 
upon  that  recognition,  by  considering  him  now  as  Earl  Ber- 
keley, and  maintaining  in  the  rights  of  the  electors  of  Glou- 
cestershire, the  rights  of  the  {leople  of  England.'  As  no  in- 
convenience could  possibly  arise  either  to  the  individual  or 
to  the  public,  from  granting  the  writ,  he  was  determined 
to  oppose  the  previous  Question. 

Mr,  C.  fV,  fVyrme  oiffeted  in  his  viewof  this  question 
from  his  hon.  friend,  who  had  just  sat  down.  If  it  should 
turn  out  that  Lord  Dursley  had  no  right  io  the  title  of  Earl 
Berkeley,  and  in  consequence  of  agreeing  to  the  motion  for 
a  new  writ,  an  election  should  take  place,  the  House  would 
be  bound  to  supersede  such  election.  It  had  been  much  in- 
sisted upon,  that  unless  the  writ  should  be  issued,  Gloucc»* 
tershire  would  be  unrepresented.  But  there  had  been  cases 
of  persons  sitting  in  that  House  until  the  report  of  thleXTom- 
mittce  of  Privileges  in  the  other  House  bad  decided  their, 
claims  to  the  peerage.  He  was  of  opinion  that  Lord  Dnrsl^ 
might  continue  to  sit  in  that  House  till  the  decbion  upon 
bis  claim  in  the  other  House.  If  there  could  be  any  suspi* 
cion  entertained  of  any  combination  for  the  purpo^  of  keep* 
ing  the  county  unrepresented,  the  House  would  undoubtedly 
be  bound  to  proceed.  But  there  had  been  no* unnecessary 
dehiy  in  this  instance.  The  regular  course  of  proceeding 
would  be  by  a  petition  id  the  King  on  the  part  of  the  indi- 
vidual, which  petition  would  then  be  referred  by  his  Ma- 
jesty to  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  claim  would  be  de« 
t;idcd  in  the  CommiUee  of  Privil^es. 
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^  Heladbeen  of  opinion  laist  Session,  that  it  was  inconve* 
nient  and  inexpedient  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  a  ones-' 
tion,  which  iviovld  moie  re^Iarly  be  decided  on  the  death 
of  the  late  £arl  Berkeley.  W  hen  it  was  considered,  that  in 
the  eonfBe.of  a  few  days  this  question  would  be  determined 
by  the  conit)etent  tribunal^  he  thought  the  House  would 
ml  4he  propriety  ^  abstaining  from  issuing  the  writ. 
Though tjjonl  Dursley  might  be  proved  by  that  decision, 
mbi  to  be  edtiiled  to  the  earldom,  it  would  not  followi  that 
that  House  was.td  declare  his  former  election  void. 
'^iMr.Jiereirom^  oontended^  that  the  question  that  firet 
presented  itself  do  this  subject  was,  whether,  finding  them- 
sdves  in  a  difficulty,  they  should  not  exercise  their  discie* 
tion  ;  and  the  next  was,  now  far  the^  were  to  exercise  that 
discxetion.  For  himself,  he  was  convmced  that  if  they  founds 
thefdselTes  in  any  embanttsment,' they  were  bound  tokaii 
to  the  side  of  the  electois*  They  were  bound  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  the  ,peqple.  He  besought  the  House  to  enter 
iadmly  into  the  question,  and  to  consider  what  entries  woukl 
i^pear  on  -the.  siibjeet  on  their  Journals.  The  fiilst  entry 
was,  that  Lord  Doidey  liad  taken  his  seat  in  that  House  93. 
ddest  sott^  and  betP-appaient  to  •  Earl  Berkeley  :  the  next 
teiry  wias  the  r^eetion  of  a  petition  denying  his  being  ao 
~ :  and  ifthemotion  of  the  right  hpnourablegentlcr 


jnan  opposite  should  be.  carded,  the  last  entry  would  be^ 
(hat,  after  havings  by  snflkcing  Lcnnd  Dursley  to  sit  as  heir« 
appsreat  to-^Earl  Jnsrikd^,  recognised  him  as  such,  and 
haying  rejected  a 'petition  denying  him  to  be  what  he  was 
fepresented  to  be,  l^olh  by  the.  Earl  and  Countess  of  Ber- 
kdey;  on«fl(  mtttioii  mude  for  the  issue  of  anew  writ  on 
bis  succeeding  to  his  father,  that  House,  notwithstanding 
the  ^reyions' enlriffiSy  ^t  rid  of  such  motion  by  the  preyious 
question.  ^  If  the  motion  should  be  so  disposed  of,  he  would. 
not  consider  it  as  acting  reasonably  on  the  part  of  that 
House  towards  the  electors  of  G|oucestersbiie.  He  should 
therefore  support  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Homer  wished  to  say  a  few  words,  explaioing  tho 
principles  on  which  he  meant  to  give  hisyote.  Tbe*first 
was,  Ihat  the  peerage  was  a  complete  incapacitation  for  a 
jMJjyn  thai  House.  The  next  was,  that  persons  in  the  situa- 
ii^^f  the  noble  person  in  question  must  be  taken  to  be 
peers  until  the  decision  of  the  competent  tribunal  upon  their 
claims.  That  House  haying  recognised  that  indiyidual  as 
^ir-appar^t  to  the  kite  £ar|  Berkeley,  he  would  contend 


tbftt  M  wai  bbimA  fd  take  Mfh  t<»  be  i&  {Wry  and  tUot  it  iha 
iio  |AH  tf  tbe  tew  6f  Bn^ltfnd  thut  die  jaraer  of  «ir«itof 
tf<inGimo&s  sho^d  be  irafted  fot>.  lit'  tte  dn^  «f  LtM  Bu<» 
bniy,  t&^lHgh  it^  trrit  of  sunroom  Md  fcde«  wdi^  tW 
Ccnirt  of  King's  Btnch  totfk  coghiMivte  of  tlid  rigfit  no  ri 
4iMti6T<  re^p^ting  the  fig;!!  of  dfitfl  by  pM*,  Hnd'  dttdidMl 
accotdihgty  itf  its  &fmir.  *rtttf  qoestlon^.  thm  nbsrsitoMt 
tm^  ihutmpistdik^  d{sq«riifiM>  Ibv  tetttt  iii  Oht  UmA 
The  Sedteh  mrs  hallifg  iMCMM  RMg^f  Bntfnii  m  iht 
Union,  wefe  «oM8<!(;t(i^hfty  dttc}aiilMliai  Yhft  Peemtf  inl^ 
limd.  by  a  iAhn^t  hi  the  Uhiod  Aeli  «fe  jifeiiniltel  lo  tif  in 
that  HdJMe,  ptotidM  thejr  t^rsK^d  tlleif>  lUbt  m  PeM.    i| 

Wtt9  bl^  of^ihidn,  thet^fbf^,  Ihat  tlMHam  aM tiieOoam 
IkttMMe}^  bbtlhd  to  leco^rike  tif»  rMit  Itf  Loid  BariodM 
tkitSIsolIM  C6iiH  ofclnhi^tvfte  jWtodiiilM  Adtbave'dfeBM 
sf^nife  ik  Irifiail^  niischitftti^  mMI  ^wi  tfia  iiiaiiiy 
f«iicit>K.  lifetbdiddrfof^  indeaMMf  wbM  i^vW  toFffhw} 
OOieidlo  B1&  cb^filideratioii  «le  ibmcNm  in  cirdrialflBt^i .  If 
|lff^ceflent^  In  tiio  tt&tslatfrve  ime^mttlti^lM  cd  hwtalM 
IbM^ tbeVcMd  not  afipily^  t«^  thiacte^  Intkt  ttr— jpji 
dasdthisi^rKl^btonfloptfliedia^iApraar  tnObsni 

dbMiql^  en  a!iegaiidii»  n^  ttw  ta*  iaoti  U  emc  ihbte 
6^tihtizi\m6  fbriB|\iiftg  stieba  ln4^  aadnidlm^Mi 
tHi^  fej^es^ittatiott  of  OkS  peo)^o^  it  ins  tie  pneMy^lHfi 
Mestfoo^  bf^tsOt  ritA  indpdrMMDO  anfl  Mfl^  otawnueiMB% 
'  #^  expectifd  fc>  be  bfougbi  xmiBSt  4maMmiA&i^  Mtattt^ 
delajr  ofk  few  days  bdti^likfdy  ttt IpibdUc^a  decisitefli  ll^ 
dfOtr  rioin^/that  tr^not  to  b<fi^^paiWlf  im  ttiaaawsB  Cfwl 
OF  the  y^it^t  {ifttlfamient*  Tll^>dtodevaial  .dlMrahiM 
Mb<|M^>  frfafch  \v^«ld  b#re -pleorf^^  Heskoidd^rttHkei 
ftit^i  ^tmpoH  ihti  niotfob'.  i 

im";  jL^i:  tonleitdM,  ttot  tine  SlamMd  ^wuimb  wdt 
^acay  in  ^ifat.  Ttio  toi^UMt  piadkror  iM  Hiwitt  ^naa 
eleir,  and  fhi»  ^r^ctiob  too  bad  bmi  lacogiiiBed  fal  ibo  Aei 
rff^  17BI,  for  addioridfing  IM  9p»iker  to  lasud  Writft^  d«rMg 
a  recess  or  adjournments  of  sttdmi,  ok  tktt  ttttilioai^of  two 
noebters,  that  in  esad  bf  the  desith  ^  a  Feari  the  auocHftsor 
had  bMi  called  up  to  the  Houm  of  Lords.  * 

Mr.  Wh&bread  txi^HHoA* 

Sir  9.  BomiUy  observed)  that  in  smbsta&ce  tbe  questioii 
tMs  dshit.  The  eounty  of  Gloucester  was  ad  {Neseiil  nme* 
pte^nt^  and  might  continae  unreprefleiited,  if  the  watt 
now  moved  for  should  not  be  issued^  Even  iboag^  the  Fat^ 
liament  ishould  be  (^lened  in  tbe<  time  stated  Iby  tbe  right 
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honourable  gentleman  opposiU^  U,  did  not  follow  that  the 
question  could  be  li^idm  inihe^tfief-fiouae  within  any 
leaaonable  time.  The  couipap  ^-^  imrsued,  as  he  under- 
stood the  case,  was  by  petition  on  uie  behalf  of  the  claimant 
to  his  Majesty,  which.  .fatitivB  would' then  be  submitted  to 


jstinfr.iiaFptilicN^fifl^d^^^^  till  a  Hegpt  sM^* 

be  amoiotep^  .  .T^^bfll  .iptendeq  to  pe  broiighA  foirvaid  jfoc- 
that  oDJect  would  probably' occupy  some  days  i  and  .ijEa^  it 
right  that  the  county  of  Gloucester  should  be  unrepresented 
during  that.liaft^v  kfaid  bam  weft  ofaBerfad,  that  it  was  of 

gmt.io^itmw  toU^l9w«ty  c^  6iou<^p«t«r  ifot  ta  nttmi 

WyJwM  iMMawyFy)frr»y4  jMso  th^  hi  a^^avni^  Khat^ 
e^fip.i^fiyjb  tte^e^  Omm^i  wketl^r  tke 

tiilgiiif  G^^PrnWiP^  c(infirmeq,  or  the  contrary  be  th« 
p-«ty<»ft  Ahe.  h^te  ^tpreacnfartiye  retoiQ  his  seat  in  that^^ 
JdHlf ..  V  \yaftji4^(aihe  ooiU^aed,  jonder  such  cirgnqsHtanosiji 
t]v4,  tlin  jef^ifiepeot^  of  Oloucfsterstiu;e  sboiiU  contintf^ 
atiU  incomtetef  Tlie  5tMiifor4  c^^  ^^^  ben  much  dwfit 
upon^  but  inat  did. not  appl^*  General  Bertie  aid  not  claim, 
(f  i^^W^WB^l^t^^  ^1^9^  Wdsay^  a3  Lord  Dufsler  did  to 
CImI  B^&^^y;  ^odi  indee^,  the  casiii  wJiereia  dowts  ba^ 
existed  were  casearof  claimants  as  heirs-nxeBumptive)  not  kdi^«^ 
apparent.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  House,  theo»  whether, 
beoiuse  no  caseesactly  m  peinl  eonUbe  found^  they  ought 
tl»/lQ|%aa  obs^cy^noapt  fenos  tp  interfere  wi^  tl^e  89b- 
fteoiti^liw^ts  oifthe  i^too  of  Gloiiceslecifiue  ?  Tb^hr 
If^ie, ,  ffpreseotat^ye^  ctaiiauw  sia  Mr-a^p^wot  to  a  Peer^ 
nMUt  ^:t^kea  as  a  l^eer^ aqa  bU  Seat  in  tfaiit House  filled 
up.;,  jUto  theAot  of  l7S4!|it  did  not  apply  to  this  casCi 
lipoanse  it  was  imj^Ujle  that  the  Le^lature  could  have  ia* 
tended  the  operation  o£  that  act  to  exiqiid  to  cases  of  thut 
description*  When  the  substance  of  il^  question 'was  sa 
dsftf^  lie  would  not  suffer  his  vote  to  be  |;ovenied  by  idle 
formsi  and  should  therefore  support  the  oriffinal  motion. 

After  a  short  explanation  .nom  Mr.  'Wynne,  the  House 
divided. 

'  EVmt  the  pravioua  question        -       •    '   -       Si 
AgaiiMit       •        •        «-        •        •       -        9d 

The  fftaio  qu^tion  was  then  carried,  for  iasuingthe  Writ^ 
and  the  Uouse.^jpumed, 
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FBIDAT9   IAN.   11; 
CITT   PBTlTIOIf. 

The  Dake  of  Noffolk  presented  the  petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldertneti,  nnd  Ooutmon  Council  of  the  City  of 
Ix>ndon,  lYtpectiog  the  Regency.  His  Grace  stated  he  had 
looked  oyer  the  petitioOy  and  saw  nothing  in  it  6bjection-« 
a^le.  He  therefore  rooVed,  that  it  be  receiTed  and  read. — 
Ordered,  firm. 


AHliafiSS  TO  THB  PRUICB  OV  WAKiSS.  .> 

The  President  of  the  Council '  (Eart  Caniden)*f08e,  and 
stated  briefly  to  the  Hoase,  that  he  and  the  liOrd  AMpy  Stai 
(Eari  of  Westmordind),  in  conjuntftMk  With  tbe'deDAta" 
tt6n  of  the  Coikinions',  had  waited  opon  bis  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales,  parsoani  tp  the  order  of  the 
House,  with  the  Address  yotcd:1>y  tti^ir  lordiftiips,  to  which 
hts' Royal'Higbness  had  returned  them  b  gracioua  answer, 
which  the  noble  Bad  then  read  to  the  Home.  {Fidt  Cam* 
mms,) 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moyed  that  the  answer  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  be  printed  and  pub« 
jisned.    Agreed  to,  nem.  diu. 

ADDRBSt  TO  THB  QUBBN. 

'  Earl  Harcourt  rose,  and  stated  that  he  and  Lord'Dou- 

S^s,  ofLochleyen,  (Earl  of  Morton),  in  conjoncltion' with 
e  metobers  deputed  by  the  House  of  Commons^  had,  in 
pursuance  of  their  lordships'  orders,  waited  upon  her  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen,  at  Windsbr,  and  had  there  presented*  to 
her  Majesty  the  Address  which  had  been  yoted  by  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  noble  Earl  then  read  the  gracious 
answer  returned  by  her  Majesty. 

I'he  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved,  that  the  answer  of  her 
Majesty  be  pnoted  and  published.     Agreed  to,  rum.  dis$. 

THE  AFFIXING  OF  THB  GREAT  SEAL. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  again,  and  stated,  that  their 
lordships  were  now  arrived  at  that  point  of  timet  in  their 
proceedings  upon  the  important  business  of  supplying  the 
existing  defect  in  the  exercise  ot  the  Royal  Authority,  at 
which  they  were  called  upon,  in  conformity  to  the  prece* 
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dent  on  ^hkh  they  bAd  hitbectO'frroee^cfed,  to  adopt^  the 
means  of  affixing  tbe-Gi«at  Selkl  to  tbe  BiN,  -  abent  to  be 
brought  in,  enacting  the  establishmetibof  a  R^acy  inxthe 
person  of  hia  Royal  Bighness  tbe  Pribce  of  Walefl.    The 

•  principle  of  this  flseasute  had  been  to  amply  diacnssed  In 
that'HoBse  already,  that  he  did  iiotf  feieMt  to  be  his  duty  to 
address  their  lordships  at  any  length/apon  the  subject.  He 
should  not>  therefore)  enter  into  any  aigttineota  on  the 
question,  unless  something  should'  fkUfiom  any  noble  lord 
which  might,  require  particular  notioe*'  It  became  neces- 
sary for  him,  therefore,  only  to  stale,  that  thevResolutioQ 

-  he  was  about  to  move  was  strictly  conformable  with  the  Re- 
solution moved  in  January,  1789)  except  one  variatioD««^ 
On  that  occasion,  the  name  of  his  royal  highness  tbe 
Duke  of  Yorlc  was  inserted  in-  tbe  Commission^  btit  at  the 

*  request  of  his  Royal  Highneu  it  was  affterwardsomkted,  so 
that  the  CommiMOip^  was  passed  and  made  out  without  his 

'  Royal  Highness's  name.  On  the  present  occasion,-  recol- 
lecting that  circumstance,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  an 
application  to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  on  tbe  subject,  re- 
'  questing  to  know  from  them  whether  they  bad  any  objec- 
tions to  the  insertion  of  their  nanres  in  the  Commission  now 
to  be  made  out.  He  had  received  from  them  an  answer, 
expressive  of  their  wish  that  their  names  should  be  omitted. 
This  Commistton  would  be  framed  accordingly,  and  would 
resemble  that  of  1789,  not  as  it  was  at  first  proposed,  but  as 
it  was  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  would  not  longer  detain  their  lord- 
ships, but  should  proceed  to  move,  that  letters  patent  be 
issued^  authorising  tbe  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  Bill  to 
be  brought  in,  enacdug  the  establishment  of  the  Regency  ih 
tbe  person  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of -Wales,  in 
the  King's  name,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual acid  Temporal,  and  Commons  m  Parliament  assembled, 
tbe  form  running  in  the  usual  terms. 

Earl  Graf  rose,  and  said,  that  as  he  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  attending  the  House  during  the  previous  dis- 
cussions on  this  important  subject,  he  should  be  extremely 
unwilKog  to  trespass  long  upon  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships }  or,  by  protracting  Cheir  debates,  to  delay  the  accom« 
plisbment  of  tnat  most  necessary  object,  the  establishment 
of  a  legitimate  Government  of  tbe-country.  But,  when  he 
'  found  their  Icnrdsbipp  i^mui  the  point  of  assuming  the  espe* 
«  cial  powers  of  tbe  uroWB,  in  making  use  of  tbe*  Great  Seal 


W  piiliiiii  Acttof  Jforlil^pf»fnil^^^  be  ii^Qi«kiii  be* 

fMd  4li#  jilit^i«|jf(wittaiiik>fMi((*eKi^8e 

lieUiHi  lb  wMt  of  thiftistJboea;  iio^dbftfKfaw  ffiaptoitQcl 
tfif  topponnoitir  it|»l  9Mr  itfecocU  4^*  fl^fft.9g  Jhi9 '  wiire 
c^ncamtam  in  ths  #piiiiQQ$  ipf  t^m  ^ti^fka4gi^fmAmr 
MpMitim  il9ilbetpi0ooeediDg8  «C  Mioi«ii|p»>iKi  (M.  <|WttUOQ 
ofibe  {Rirgonc J,  4lbioh  h«d  b«ep  ftliwi^y  «mM  9»<m  aUy 
4lMiiatiWtt«.wi  Us  p^Wff  to  «tatie  Uieo^^     J3eidl|d}iMrq4  lUat 
Jbis.  oi^eittioiit  to.  those  prop^dioge  •w«p^  tiiisupeivible  ton 
tvrqr  grouad  itf ^iBMim*  oif'Uie  wAogm  of  Uia  Cwttiui- 
iiooi  m4 of jfebe  pvAolioe of  Aur  aiiMiitt>nii^  (n  % t^iioimy 
4MBtar»  and  £tmn  aoy  toot  q£  jprece^eoW  ^^  :|HraaUoe 
oiald  ibe  coUootod  .or  loltrred.    Tbe  inode  At/^fpcM^ing 
•dppfeedy  (be  declared  lo  be,  in  bis  finaxH>nvicAiot»  m  .mode 
by  whioh,  jioder  4he  jMetenae  and  appieaiw^e  4if  oHif^ming 
Ibe  foraiB  -of  kmr^  ^he  \pwB  ^f  tbe  couoiqr  i«ie4e  iHidbMd  ^  by 
^biobt  under '  the  prateMe  of^dlk^mgioAh^tfiwUct  4lf  the 
GooelitutioQy    the  CooitttAjtion  k«w  Wfi$  ^ippiMwd  ;   jt^ 
^iob,  ttoder  die  ptetent  ^fimppamiiiff  tbfe  ii^«)itji  m4 
«aeertiiig  tbe  rigbu  of  dbe  MoMrOby^  Mi^  M^wmfibff  Moelf 
<i¥as:injafed,  aad  (the  moat  daogarom  ipr^ceileii^  "Was  lel 
fa^auMt  iiB  ftmire  4aiaMsts  and  d^aitgr.    -He  fb^HW  ^eooleot 
ibinnelf  vi(h  ttbese  .geoewl  idec]amti£Mi9»  lOMAHWftd  ^  ^he 
maB,  ih«t<in  elleaipting^aay  thing  lurcb^'j  heifl^iild  #dd  /ia» 
4fauig  to  ilbetpaiMTf  of  neaMmiog,  jnhe^tepib  of  4ewfi>i>^  tbe 
fcttofijedge  .of  tbe  Cpoiciuidon,  aad>tbeiar/Qe^eioaiiaiioe» 
«rhich  b^d  diieadybeen  displayed,  ieOCif(>«litiiHi  lO'tOje  coa- 
•dactiof  Adaaniattialioo.    .Stilly  be  eoiild  (i)oi  aidfer  tbifi  ex- 
draoniiimly  Jneaaure  to  pasn  ^at  House'^y^iibou^  64a^ftg  4o 
tbfsir  (loBdships^  :th»tf  if  they  did  assuflne  ifie  fiMMtjona  of 
ttbe  I^mgly  office^  in  making  useof  bis  .Qifqivt  Seal  ^  gwre 
the  forms  and  aaaecians  of  Taw  to  a  jneasoife  iqr  applying 
tbe  defect  id  the  exerqpse.of  ftbe  Kburly  ppifar,  ^^jofig  o^ght^ 
even  admittifig  their  .prlnoiples,  -to  okve  >pr9iM9eded  by  a 
iDueb  .less  ofa^ctioiuible  stfode.    t  f  they  ^tbongbt  4vsaiM«e8 
areaHy  aalhonfled  ilo  4I0  .what  itbey  waw-lhaa  gpitofi'tm  do» 
tfaey  fihbuld  come  to. a  iiesoliition^  not^qhM  W0»mw  mib- 
mitted  10  Uieia,  but  to  a' i^esoliition  Ac  (the  affixing  «flbe 
^seat  Seal  to  a'Conafbissioii^  by  wbiobtbefishoiildtf^poipt 
bis  troy al  bighnesB  the  Vmce  m  Wfkokibe^Dafammin^ikV, 
(kear  t)  authoritthg  bia^  ito  AioU  aflMrliaaieBt,  Ami  to  affix 
tbeiGretf^SealtQihepiaposQAQgl.of  Ikgeoay.  AMmri) 


^ 
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Had  ihef  proceeded  in  that  mjaon^f  they  would  have  had 
the  third  branch  of  the  Constitution  in  existence.  They 
might  then  have  discussed  all  the  provisions  and  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  and  they  might  have  had  the  Royal  absent  give^ 
to  it«  without  thifl  most:  impropar  application  of  the  ^reat 
SeaL.  TberfivoaVltthen,  atmost^  nave  been  butone  vio* 
JaliQp  of  thQ  es^eqtii^l  faifois,  of  the  Constitution,  and  they 
would  bavff  h^^  a  Parliament  le^Uy  constituted.  He 
could  nQt  .help  thcpwipg  out  these  observations,  looking 
npon  this  proceeding  as  one  that  was  essentially  aqd  ftinda* 
saedtflly  dange^us,  a^  fov  which  there  was  no  precedent 
in  the. history  of  the  Constitution,  It  was  in  itself  a  gross 
violation  of  Law  and  Constitution^  and  it  unfortunately  be- 
got, and  rendered  necessary,  a  series  of  other  violations : 
whUe  by  the  delays  it  created,  it  left  them  in  the  unconsci- 
tntioiuil  as^^oaptiob  and  udurpatioya  of  the  powers  and  func^ 
tions  of  the  wnole  Executive  Government  of  the  State^i — 
He  should  then  sic  down,  contenting  himself  with  protest- 
ing against  tt^is.w^ole  system  of  violation  of  ,the  Constitu«. 
tion  of  the  couptry. 

.   The  Resolution  was  then  read,  on  which .  a  division  took 
place,  when  the  pombera  appeared,  ... 

f        Contents         «»         «        .        •        53 
Non-cootenttf  •        *        -       S3 

Miyority  for  the  Resolution  -^^ 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,   JAN.  11. 
THE  PBINCE's  AUSWBR. 

The  Chancettor  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  in  paran^ 
^nce  of  the  order  pftbe  House,  the  Committee  appointed 
waited  this  day  upon  his  Royal  Highness,  where  they  met 
the  President  of  the  Council  and  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of« Lords.  Having  communicated 
to.  his  Royal  Highness  the  joint  Resolutions  of  both  Housea 
of  Parliament,  ne  was  pleased  to'give  the  following  an- 
jwer:-T- 

"  MY  LOftnS  AND  GBNTLBMEN, 

^^  I  receive  the  communication  which  the  two  Houses 
have  directed  you  to  make  to  me»  of  their  joint  Resolutions 

Voui— isn.  SR  • 
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on  the  mbjcct  otprovidf  d|;  ibr  *  the  Exennse  of  the  Royid 
Amhorif?  during  his  M^jesCy^  ilhiess/  with  thoie  ienti- 
meiiti  of  rcgfArdy  which  I  must  ever  etoteitahi  for  the  imited 
desires  of  the  two  Houses. 

^*  With  the  same  sentiments,  I  redeiire  the  expressed 
hopes  of  the  Lords  and  CemiDOQs,  that  ^rom  hit  regard- fbr 
the  interest  of  his  Majesty  and  the  nation^  t  shofeild  be 
readjr  to  undertake  the  weighty  and  idkpofltaiit  trust  |»n> 
posed  to  he  invested  in  me,  utidet  the  vestiriti^ons^atid  httii* 
tatibns  stated'  in  those  ResolutioOflr. 

'^  Conscious  that  every  feeRng  of  my  heart  wouM  hare 
prooapted  me  fhnn  dutiful  afTectioh  to  my  beloved  Father 
and  sovereign  to  hnve  shewn  aH  the  r^erentiat'  delicacy 
towards  him  inculcated  in  these  Resolutions,  I  cannot  re» 
frain  flrom  ext^ressing  my  regret  th^tl  sbonM'  not  have 
been  allowed  the  opponmiity  w  mamfesting  to  hisf  afliee^ 
and  loyal  subjects  that  sueli  woul'd^  have  been  my  coo* 
ditct. 

''  Deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  tranquiHIutig 
the^public  mina,  and  determined  to  simmit  to  every  per* 
sonaF  sacrifice*  consistent  with  the  regard  I  owe  to  the  secu« 
rtty  of  my  Father's  Crown,  add  the  eqttal  regard  I  "owe  to 
the  welfare  of  hrs  people,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  the 
office  and*  situation  proposed  to  me»  restricted  as  they  are ; 
still  retainrngerery  opinion  expressed  by  me  noon  a  rormer 
and  similar  distressing;  occasion.  ^      • 

"  In  undertaking  the  trust  proposed  to  me,  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  in  which  I  shall  be 
placed  ;  but  1  sbalt  rely  with  confidenee  upon  the  consti* 
tutional  advice  of  an  eplightened  Parliament^  andthe  2^» 
lous  support  of  a  generous  and  loyal  People.  I  will  use  all 
the  means  left  to  me  to  ncik  both*  . 

"  MY  LOKDS  AN B  ^EMTLBlf BlV, 

"  Yeu  will  commiinicate  ihi$  my  answer  to  the  two> 
Houses,  accompanied  by  my  most  ferVent  wiihes  andpr^y^ 
crs  that  the  Divine  Will  may  extricate  us  and  th^  batioo 
from  the  grievous  embferrattments  of  our  present  cooditionj^ 
by  the  speedy  res^oralio.n  of  his  Majiesty's  health/* 

HER  majesty's  ANSWER. 

Lord  Clice  then  reported  her  Majesty's  most  gracious  an- 
swer 10  the  Committee  which  waited  on  her  wim  the  Reso- 
lutions of  PurtiameDt,  and  which  was  as  follows  :*». 
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"That  sense  of  duty  Bad  jzratitude  to  the 'King,  and  of 
obligation  to  th€  Country,  wliich  indoced  me  in  theye^ 
1^^  rieadily  to  prbmifte  my  most  earnest  attention  to  tbe 
'anxious  and  momentous  trust  at  that  time  intended  to 
be  reposed  in  me  by  Parliament,  is  strengthened,  if  possi- 
ble, by  thennintemipted  enjoyment  of  tbo^lilessings  which 
i  have  contimied  to  experience  under  the  protection  of  his 
Bfajesty  since  that  period  ;  and  I  should  be  wanting  to  all 
my  dnties^  if  I  hesitated  to  accept  the  sacred  tmst  which  is^ 
now  offered  to  me. 

^^^  The  assistance,  in 'point  of  council  and  advice^  which 
the  wisdom  of  Parliament  proposes  to  provide  for  me,  will 
make  me  undertake  the  charge  with  greater  hopes  that  I 
4tiay  be  able  satisfRictorilyto  fulfil  the  important  duties  which 
'it  mnst  impose  upon  me.      » 

''  Ofthie  nature  and  impoitance  of  that  charge  I  cannot  • 
'but  be  duly  sensible,  involving,  as  it  does'',  every  thing  which 
is  valuable  to  myself,  as  well  as  the  highest  interest  of  a  Peo- 
ple endeared  to  me  bysomabyties  and  considerations,  btit 
by  nothing  so  strongly  as  by  thieir  steady,  loyal,  and  aJBfec- 
>  tionate  attachment  to  tbe  best  of  ^ings." 

THE  RBGENCT*' 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read,  for  tbe  House  re« 
aolvjag  itself  into  a  Committee  of  th^  whole  House,  for  thl 
further  consideration  flf  the  State  of  tbe  Nation* 

JTie  C^ancetlor  of  the  Excheauer  said ,  that  before  b^ 
moved  the  adjournment,  he  wonld  wish  to  know  something 
of  tbe  intentions  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  as  a 
guide  to  hk  conduct.  He  understood  that  the  next  busi^ 
ness  which  would  com^  before  the  House  would  be  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Resolution  whifch  would  probably  be  sent 
to  them  by  the  Lords^  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  Paiw 
isament  by  virtue  of  a  CommissioQ  under  tbe  Great  Seal.-^ 
'Now,  be  would  wish  to  know  from  the  eentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  whether  this  question  was  likely  to  give  rise  to 
a  debate?  If  he  tbooght  it  would,  as  Saturday  had  beeh 
always  found  an  ineoffvenient  day  for  any  protracted  de^ 
bate,  be  wonld  move  that  the  House  should  adjourn  to. 
Monday.  But  if  it  was  likely  to  be  agreed  to  without  4 
«febate,  then  4ie  should  move  for  ihe  House  adjourtiing  tiH 
tOHiiorroW. 

Aftgr  a  ifaoit  4iitt{ct  sin  the  Opposition  beiich^ 
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Mr.  Whitbread  rose  and  saidj  tbat,  for  his  part,  be  did 
not  wish  to  cause  any  delay  by  further  debating:  xhm  qaes^ 
tjoo.  He  had  already  expressed  his  opintons  on  the  general  ^ 
question,  and  he  had  recorded  tbem  in  thp  vote  which  he 
had  given.  Since  b<;  was  on  his  legs,  be  would  ^ak  the 
rijght  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval),  whether  it  was 
his  intention  to  introduce  in  the  Bill,  that  he  waSf  to  bring 
in,  an^  provision  in  case  of  a  future  recurren'ce  of  a  similar, 
calamity  ?  The  reason  that  he  particularly  wished  to  know 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intention  on  this  subject 
was,  that  he  himself  had  declared  that  it  was  a  subject  to 
which  he  would  himself  call  the  attention  of  Parliament,  if 
it  was  not  taken  up  by  any  other  gentleman. 

Mr.  Adam  expressed  no  wish  to  protract  a  debate  upon 
the  subject^  however  he  must  olject  to  the  principle  upon 
which  the  proceeding  rested.  He  would  recommend  it  to 
bis  boa.  friend  (Mrl  Whitbread)  not  to  take  any  steps  at 
.present  with  respect  to  the  object  he  had  stated.  What* 
ever  was  to  be  dune  on  that  head,  ought  to  be  done  when 
the  Houses  were  met  as  a  Parliament,  and  not  before. 

Mr.  J fliUbread  rcpVied  J  that  he  was  not  going  to  take 
any  steps  at  present  upon  the  subject.  He  had  only  wished 
to  know,  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Mr.  SheridoH  said,  that  it  would  be  very  hard  indeed 
for  the  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  answer  posi^ 
tivelv  whether  there  would  be  a  debate,  or .  how  long'  it 
would  last.  Thete  were,  however,  some  of  them,  who  were 
bound  by  every  principle  of  consistency  to  enter  their  pro* 
test  ajBiainst  a  measure,  which  tbey  had  already  declared, 
was,  in  their  opinion,  of  the  most  vital  importance,  aod 
subversive  of  every  principle  of  the  Constitutiou.-  He  him* 
«eif  had  expressly  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  that  be  would 
conceive  it  his  duty  to  make  a  sthnd  against,  what  he  ct>n« 
ceived  a  most  wanton  and  dangerous  innovation  on  the 
Constitution.  Although  he,  and  perhaps  some  other  mem- 
bers,,  might  think  it  their  duty  to  enter  their  protest^  yet  be 
did  not  apprehend  that  there  could  be  a  debate  uf  such  length 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  adjourn  to  Monday. 

The  Cliartcellor  of  Ike  Exchequer  thanked  the  honourable 
getitleman  for  being  so  explicit.  If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (3f!lr.  Sheridan)  conceived  that  it  was  a  measure 
on  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  sti5tod>  it  was 
quite  impossible  to  foresee  to  what  length,  the  discasiaon 
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inigbt  ran,  as  it  might  be  necessary  for  othet  gentlemen  to 
reply  to  what  should  fa|l  from-  him.  It  being  therefore  in- 
convenient to  fix  on  Saturday  for  such  a  discussion,  he  should 
move  that  the  Housip^  at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  to  Monday. 
He  felt  himself  called  on  to  answer  the  question  put  to  him 
by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread).  It  cer- 
tainly never  did  enter  into  his  contemplation  to  introduce 
any  provision  in  theBillof  the  nature  alluded  to  by  the 
liotiourable  gentleman.  He  conceived  that  the  two  Houses, 
in  their  present  state,  had  not  a  right  to  go  any  farther  than 
the  particular  case  which  necessity  obliged  them  to  provide 
for.  He  thought  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  intro- 
duce any  such  question  at  a  time  that  the  Legislature  was 
Qot  complete  in  all  its  parts.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  House  at  its  rising  do  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  that  he  had  been  allowed  to.  add  a 
few  irbrds,  before  the  right  honourable  gentlfman  had 
made  his  motion.  Although  he  had  said,  that  he,  and 
perhaps  some  other  gentlemen,  ctiight  think  it  necessary 
to  protest  against  this  proceeding,  yet  he  at  the  same  time 
said,  that  he  did  not  conceive  that  there  could  be  such  a 
discussion  as  wbuld  Justify  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  adjourning  to  Monday.  It  by  no  means  followed,  that 
a  short  protest  must  necessarily  produce  a  long  debate,  it 
might,  to'  be  sure,  give  an  opportunity  to  gentlemen  oti 
the  dtber  side  to  make  as  long  speeches  as  they  thought 
prope*:  he  could  not  answer  for  the  length  of  speeches 
wbicb  ^hey  might  think  proper  to  make ;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced, ihat  nothing  which  he  intended  to  say  would  ne- 
cesst^ttly  o^xrasian  such  a  debate,  as  to  make  it  necessary  to, 
adjourn  tiu  Monday. 

ITie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied;  that  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  announced  his  intention  of  ob- 
jecting to  the  entire  principle  of  wh^t  was  to  be  proposed, 
and  of  making  a  stana  against  it,  it  might  very  naturally  be 
supposed  that  ether  gentlemen  would  be  induced  by  his  ar- 
guments to  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light,  and  enter  their 
protests.  Some  gentlemen  might,  perhaps,  think  it  neces- 
sary to  divide  the  House  upon  it.  As  it  appeared  to  him 
likely  that  the  discussion  would  be  protracted  some  time,  he 
should  persevere  in  his  motion,  that  the  H«us^  should  ad- 
journ till  Monday. 

Oil  the  question  being  put,  the  majority  of  voices  bein|r 
evidently  for  the  adjou^iment  proposed,  the  questioa  was 
carried  without  a  division. — Adjourned  to  Monday. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

KOMDAT,   JANUAaT^A* 
TOM  AFFIXING  OP  THB  GREAT  %%hh. 

The  Loids  baTiof  requoted  a  conference  with  the  Coio*' 
anenS)  Lord  UltTe  and  other  members  vfmt  by  older  of  the 
House  to  the  Painted  Chamber,  to  meet  the  tfwMpen  ior 
4he  Lofds.  Oa  their  letimiy  Loid  Clive  veporteq  to  the 
Hooiei  that  their  Lordships  had  passed  a  Resokitknii  for  the 
aflBxtng  of  the  Great  Seal  to  a  Commisflioa  £x  openiaf  the 
Parliament  in  the  usual  forms- 
Tie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose,  and.nioy^  that 
the  House  should  resolve  itsdf  info  a  Committee  on  4he 
Slate  of  the  Nation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose^  and  moved 
that  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Loida,  commuuicated  is 
the  confefenoe.  and  i?bich  had  just  been  read  at  tbeliacy.be 
lefierred  to  the  said  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  again  rose  to  pro* 
|tose  to  the  Hou^  to  a^ree  to  the  ^ame  Resolution;  in 
doing  which  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary'to  make.maaj  oll>- 
•ervations,  since  the  House  must»  after  concsvnrii^  in  ihf 
Resolutions  already  pro^xiBed,  and  acting  on  the  precedoit 
4»f  178&J  have  been  lookmg  to  ttie  measure  be  should  ^ow 
aubmit  to  them.  After  the  applications  to  thelViaoeof 
Wales,  and  to  the  Queen,  and  the  acceptance  by  boti  of  the 
trusts  proposed  in  the  Addresses  of  the  two  Uousesy  R.Reso: 
'lution  must  natumlly  be  expected,  in  tbe  couise  of  the 
jneasMies  pursued,  similar  to  the  present.  Tbeadhemuoe  to 
the  precedent  of  1788-9  led  of  course  to  this  point  in  their 
proceedings.  Indeed,  of  all  the  parts  of  that  precedent 
there  was  not  one  which  was  so  clearly  and  authocitativeljr 
established  as  this  was^  for  Parliament  haa  fully  actsd  npoa 
it :  Parliament  havine  been  actually  opened  in  tbe  mourner 
/snd  lorm  prescribed  by  the  Resolution,  and  4iaviiu;  con- 
t^in.ued  after  the  recovery  of  bis  Majesty  to  fioash.aoa  com* 
jptl^te  acts  without  reference  to  any  other  mode.of  authority. 
This  circumstance  put  this  partof  the  precedent  .lipon  the 
4deaicst  and  tnost  authoritative  grounds.  If /t  «]re  Koto 
happen  that  eitlier  of  the  two  HoOM  refused  4oateeob  to  thm . 


J'AV.  14.]    tHB  Aftixise^  or  tHe  orisat  bsal.       4f95 

miolutidn  for  aflEbdag  the  Great  Seal,  then  the  whole  coarse 
of  Ibe  precedent  of  1788^9,  on  which  they  had  hitherto 
aded,  and  which  they  ^  professed  to  act  upon,  would  be 
derte^td*  PisneiTitig  •  it  quite  uimeoessary,  after  the  re* 
peatedf  diseussioiis  on  the  general  snbjech  in  which  this 
p^iat  had.  been  so  freqiieotly  the  subject  of  observatioir^  he 
aliouldi  aot  enter- iota  any  farther  considerations ;  he  should 
not  tioabb  Miilkmen  iiirdter  than  merely  to  move  that 
ishe  House  &  tgvee  with  the  Resolution  of  the  h&i&ii 
which'  had',  beon^  communicated,  to  them,  and  which  they 
h^vdcpcmAto  file  (kimmitke^  and  which  they  had  heara 
leadl 

TheqMStion.being  put, 
•  JA*.  Shmdrni-  rase  and  said,  tliat  as,  <m  a  former  day,  ikg 
rigikt  fadnottfable  gentleman  had  expressed^a  wish  for  dday 
kr  the  dvpisioii  o£thJs  ^uestion^  in  consequence  of  the  great 
bttpoitiinee^  ef  th.e  sytfagect,  and  tbe  length  to  whioh  th^ 
debate  was  likely  to  be  carried,  be  was  a  littb  surprised  at 
fteeouise  pilrsim  by  the  right  honoarable  gentleman  tfiat 
iiigbt  He  could  p0l  hare  ezpeded  thkt  he  intended  meidy 

aasbof  nirltamesitto  conform  to»  the  preced^ift  of  1788  in 
its  points  :  iBttt,  an  the  contrary,  he  did  expect  that  he 
wonU  navis  ofiw^od  the  subject  to  a  new  Parliament,  one  in 
which  theie  i^ere  so  few  of  those  monbers  whoyere  present 
at  the  disenssiohs  of  1788*  It  would  iiirauestiohabty  hafe 
Ibaba'  ouich  move  respectful^  at  least  to  the  Committee,  to 
bore  given  them  some  .reasons  why  they  should  colQiseat  to 
adopt  this  most  extraordinary  mode  of  proceeding.  Bat 
Ibe  light  henoumlde  gentleman  said,  that  if  there  was  anjf 
paitof  the  psecedent  which  was  established  morejEttlly  than 
another,  il  was  that  which  related  to  the  use  now  to  be  made 
of*  tfie  Great  SieaL  Now,  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  contend  that 
l^ftiameat  wbs  in  another  situation — in  a  difl&rent  predicft* 
meat;  from  that  in  which  it  stood  in  17864  At  that  time^ 
tbe  majeritieB  in  betii  Itouses  were  such,  as  to  render  any 
diritinet  opposition  to  the  proceeding  useless  and  hopekss.- 
Thea  to  nonooraMe  friend  dP  his  had  wiihdrawn,  firom  ilk 
ness;  and  otbem  Ad  not  think  it  necessary,  undec  alltbe 
dramnstanceB,  to  fake  any  particular  part  on  this  bfanch  of 
the  sobject,  aAer  what  had  been  already  said.  There  was 
another*  dretmslaace,  ahK>,  which  put  Parliament  at  piaenl 
in  a  inery  di&ient  situation  from  that  in  wliich  it  was  ooljr 
»  fottnight  ago.  He  knew  that  there  was  an  irregularity 
ia  iMo(ioai8g  matteis  which  had  occur  red  in  anolWHoiisor 
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bfit  vras  there  no  diffi^rence,  wUb  respect  to  the  wdUknown 
proceedings  of  tlie  other  Uouse^  between  the  prcKnt  dase 
nnd  that  of  1788  ?  Suppose  the  other  Hoose  to  hare  r&- 
sotved  diflferently  from  the  House  of  Commons,  and  they 
might  see  a  cose  vhich  would  actually  involve  the  extinction 
of  the  whole  ^ecutive  Government;  it  was  known,  be 
might  be  permitted  at  least  to  say,  t>y  rumoiir,  that  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  Iheir  Committee,  bad,  in  the  first  in« 
stance,  voted  against  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Commons;  that  they  had  resolved  in  favour  of  a  Regent, 
not  subject  to* restrictions  and  limitations.  Suppose  the 
Lords  to  have  persevered  in  that  vote,  and  not  to  have  hein 
drawn  from  it  by  the  apprehension  of  dangevous  conse- 
quences ?  If  the  other  House  had  persisted  in  their  Hoolu- 
tion,  and  tliis  important  diflbrenoe  of  opinion  had  oofitiniied, 
he  desiied  to  know  whether  the  right  nonoofable  gentlemani 
had  within  his  power  any  remedy  to  apply,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  legal  Executive  Government ;  without  which 
they  could  not  Iq^islate?  Why,. there  could  be  nolbmg 
less  than  a  total  extinctioa  of  tbeGovemmsnt  of  the  countiy. 
]Sow,  let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  reflect  Jiow  very 
ncSsr  happening  all  this  had  actuadly  been.  :  What  tight 
had  he  to  say  that  similar  differences  might  notextst  ?  Why 
might  they  not  yet  a^in  arise,  and  in  their  results  deprive 
the  country  of  a  legitimate  Government  ?  What  had 
alreadv  occurred,  might  surelv  occur  again.  Indeed,  he 
thought  it  was  extremely  probable  that  such  wouU  be  the 
case.  If,  therefore,  it  was  too  late^  be  should  decidedly^ 
prefer  to  the  present  mode,  some  mode  which  might.ex* 
tricate  thejn  from  the  difficulties  in  which  they  were  lilcdy 
to  involve  themselves.  As  for  delay  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
their  proceedings,  he  certainly  admitted  for  himself,  that  he 
had  kU  no  desire  to  be  precipitate.  On  the  contrary, 
though  reluctantly  arid  with  regret  differing  from  many  o£ 
bis  mends,  he  had  been  favourable  to  some  dc^y,  when* 
ever  he  had  heard  that  it  was  likely,  by  granting  it,  that  Ae 
recovery  of  his  Majesty  woyld  soon  put  an  end  to  the 
necessity  of  taking  any  farther  steps.  But,  again»  kt  the 
House  recollect  that  they  were  not  in  the  same  situation 
which  they  were  in  only  a  forti^ight  ago.  At  that  time  the 
House  of  Commons  had  not  usurped  any  of  the  functions 
of  the  Executive  power":  but  manifestedly  they  had  done  so 
since  that  period  ;  therefore  they  ought  not  now  to  delay  a 
tingle,  moment  in  adopting  the  means  of  terminating  such 
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an  usarjpation.    (Hearj  hearl)    The  usurpation  at  tHat  time 
'Iras  on  the  part  of  the  Ministers ;  but  how,  circuiiistanoes 
lad  led  them  to  abdicate  their  usurpation  fo  the  House  jof 
Commons,  though  he  would  venture  to  say,  if  he  might  oe 
allowed  the  expression,  that  the  Usurpation  of  the  Ministecs 
was  a  more  constitutional  usurpation  than  that  of  the 
Rouse  of  Coi^mons.    (Heariy    It  was  better  that  thejr 
shbuid,  in  such  an  exigency,  carry  on  the  Executive  Govern* ' 
hieht,  and  take  the  chances  of  th(^ir  responsibility, .  than 
Ihat  the  Executive  power  should  be  seized  l^y  the  House 
of  Commons.     Here  he  need  hardly  say»  that  he,  referred  to 
(he  monstrous  act  of  seizing  on  the  King^s  Exchequer. 
After  several  observations  on  this  transaction,  He  said  tliat . 
Lord  Grenvilte  could  not  have  acted  otherwise  than  he  did. 
His  Lordship  had  said  in  effect — ^^  I  will  not  usurp  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown ;  bat  do  you  jjo,  and  apply  to  rAT- 
liament  to  do  thai/'     In  the  case  of  prorogation,  a^4  of  the. 
hebfessity  of  paying  the  Army  and  Navy,  it  might  have 
bcN^n  dilfetent,  and  an  individual  must  risk  his  responsibility 
for  a  necessary  act.   Parliament  sitting,  Lord  Grenville  was 
tight  in  telling  Ministers  to  go  there  :  but  the  principle  pa 
which  Parliament  hdd  proceeded,  might  be  pushed  to  ttqs 
full  extent  of  taking  the  whole  Executive  power  into  their' 
own  bands.      Suppose  a  question^of  negoclation  for  peaces 
pr  of  fitting  out  and  sending  abroad  an  army  and  a  dee^ 
Parliament  might  be  justifira  in  ti^ansaptingsuch  great 
public  executive  business,  by  a  secret  Committee  for  in* 
itance,  just  as  much  as  they  could  for  the  commission  of 
that  Qionstrous  act  which  he  had  already  called  to  their  nv 
^oltection.    The  situation  of  affairs  rendered  it  ihore  and 
more   eligible  to    resort  to  the  shortest  way    of  getting 
rid  of  this  system  of  usurpation,     if  they  chose  togo  o^ 
as  they  had  done,  they  might  as  well  order  the  Great  S^I 
to  be  affixed  to  ah  Act,  to  extinguish  the  Kingly  powet 
altogether.    (Hearl)    He  did  npt  intend  to  trouble  the 
House  with  dividing ;  but  the  question  he  wished  to  put  to 
them  was,  whether  this  circuitous   mode  of  proceeding 
was  the  quickest  way  of  arriving  at  their  object?     Ot^ 
whether  it  was  not  a  better  mode  to  resolve  Upon  a  plaiq^ 
direct  Address  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  requesting  him  to 
Open  the  Parliainerit,  and  to  take  upon  himself  the  admini^^ 
trati6i1  of  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  tlic  co^ntry — ib 
iipen  the  Padiaqient,  not  as  a  Kegent,  but  until  thelteg^n^jlf 
U  provided*?'  That  would  not  interfere  with  their  precedent. 
Vol.  L— 1811.  S  S 
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as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  hy  Bill  to  enact  a  Regeocj* 
See  the  distinction  between  the  ond  mode,  and  that  of  ad- 
dressing  the  Prince,  as  lie  Tecommcndcd,  to  open  Parlia- 
ment himself  for  no  longer  time  than  until  such  Bill  of 
Regency  should  pass.  The  p)nn  of  the  right  honourable 
eentleman  nresenled  a  naml)er  of  possible  and  probable  dif- 
ncutties,  if  ever  tliry  came  into  a  situation  ivhich  might 
defeat  its  object.  Then  the  >vhple  plan  must  fall  to  the 
ground,  if  the  difFerencc  of  opinion  of  tlic  two  Houses  should 
recur  ;  and  thus,  as  he  had  said  before,  itierc  would  be  an 
extinction  of  the  Government.  (^Tfeariy  He  supposed  it 
was  to  be  taken  for  gmnted,  that  Lord  Eldon  would  put  the 
Crreat  Seal  to  the  commission  for  opening  Parliament.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman j  lie  supposedly  knew  Lord 
Eldon*8  determination  on  that  point.  But  was  he  quite  sa 
sure,  that  Lord  Eldon  would  put  it  to  an  Act  to  create  thi; 
Regent?  .There  was  some  difference  between  the  acts  of 
using  the  Great  Seal,  for  the  gpc^nirig  of  Parliament,  and  for 
(he  creation  of  a  Regent.  Tiiere  mii^ht  be  some  excuses 
made  for  seizing  on  the  Great  Seal  ibr  the  former  purpose^ 
and  the  fiction  to  be  made  Use  of,  mis^ht  find  a  justification  in 
necessity.  But  the  other  use  of  the  Seal,  was  entirely  against 
Law ;  it  was  against  the  Act  of  the  S3d  of  Henry  the  Villth, 
and  the  Act  of  Charles^  the  Hncl,  which  made  it  high- 
treason  to  legislate  without  the  three  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Would  Lord  Eldon  use  tiie  Great  Seal  in  that 
manner  ?  If  he  would  not,  wiiy,  then,  they  were  all  thrown 
on  their  backs.  Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  know 
from  any  good  information,  or  from  any  traditionary 
authority,  that  Lord  Thurlow  would  have  affixed  the  Great 
Seal  to  that  Act?  He  (Mr.  Sheridan)  declared  that  the 
bias  of  the  inclination  of  his  mind  was,  that  Lord  Thurlow 
trould  have  stopped  at  that  second  act.  But  if  it  were  not 
so,  if  he  had  done  it,  could  it  have  more  weight  than  if  th^ 
Prince  now  took  upon  himself  the  .opening  bf  Parliament  in 
consequence  of  an  Address  ?  Would  the  Great  Seal  give 
any  greater  authority  to  the  Regency  Bill,  by  using  it  in  the 
manner  now  proposed?  (Ilearl)  H'e  wishetl  to  ask  the 
Crown  Lawyers  en  the  opposite  benches,  who  certainly  were 
not  yet  exhausted  by  the  display  either  of  their  law  or  their 
rhetoric,  in  the  discus<«ions  that  had  recently  taken  place^ 
for  their  opinions,  (Hear,  hear  I]  whether  they  did  not 
think  th^t  the  sanction  given  to  a  legislative  act  of  Regency 
by  the  Prince  himself  would  not  l^  superior  to  that,  mode 
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ihev  proposed  ?  Again,  he  did  not  wish  to^say  any  thing 
with  unbecoming  lerity— but  suppose  Lord  Eldon  wer^  to 
die,  would  tbcy  then  seize  on  the  Great  Seal  ?  Or>  suppose 
liOrd  Eldon  should  rcfuse^to  use  it;  my  Lord  Eldon  might 
say-— ^^  It  is  against  my  conscience !"  as  Mr.  Larpent  had 
said  concernijiff  the  use  of  the  Privy  Seal.  Though  his 
Lordship  was  Keeper  of  the  King's  conscience^  be  must  be 
allowed  to  have  also  a  conscience  of  his  own,  and  that  was 
a  matter  of  which  his  Lordship  could  •entertain  no  doubt. 
(Heary  hearl)  Would  they  then  order  some  persons  who 
they  knew  would  obey  them,  to  seize  the  Great  Seal  and  put 
it  to  the  Act?  Accidents  might  easily  happen.  It  was 
but  the  other  night  that  the  right  honouraUe  geotleman. 
opposite,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  and  the  Lord 
Clianccllor,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  overturned  together 
upon  HowisloW'healh!  (laughing) — an  accidenl  which  might 
possibly  have  occasioned  most  serious  loss  to  the  country— / 
almost  as  bad  as  the  loss  of  the  Great  Seal  1  (  Much  laughing).. 
Another  alarming  accident  had  shortly  aftcrwaroi  very  ' 
nearly  happened  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  from  some  heavy 
carriage,  or  something  else^  in  the  public  streets.  What  it 
really  was,  he  could  not  precisely  tell.  It  might  iiave  been  the 
the  pAa;}/om  of  the  gmndfuition  of  1783,  rising  from  thedark 
chj^ssy  indignant  at  being  again  called  upon,  after  the  lapse 
oftwo  and  twenty  years,  to  do  the  sanie  sort  of  job  he  had 
then  been  compelled  to  perform !    (Much  Laughing  I) 

The  course  (continued  Mr.  Sheridan)  which  the  riffht 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated  to  be  right,  was  not  the  rigntf 
sCrai^t,  constitutional  road  of  arriving  at  the  desired  point* 
The  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer  suppled  that  the  precedent 
of  1788  justified  all  that  was  now  passmg ;  but  he  thought  he  .' 
,  could  hardly  attempt  to  follow  it  in  many  parts.  In  1788 
this  fiction  was  not  passed,  until  the  whole  of  the  plan  was 
before  Parliament.  The  hon.  member  then  enumeitited 
several  circumstances^  relative  to  the  proceedings  on   the 

Erecederit  of  1788-9.  The  Bill  was  then  brought  iuto  the 
lOrds  without  the  specification  of  any  limitations  of  time, 
and  was  very  nearly  so  carried.  It  was  not  yet  too  late  for 
the  House  to  recover  themselves,  and  to  resort  to  another 
course  of  proceeding,  not  inconsistent  with  a  Bill  forenact- 
ing  the  Regency.  But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
say^  that  if  they  now  propeeded  jp  address  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and,  after  his  Royal  Highness  had  opened  the  Par^ 
liament,  brought  in  a  Bill,  he  might  refuse  his  assedt  to 
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the  BUI)   aiid  then    dissoWo  the  Parliameiit.      (Heart) 
That  would  be  a  most  unworthy  suspicion  ;  besides  it  was  a 
supposed  danger  that  it  was  quite  in  their  power  to  ^uaitl 
aj^inst.     But  it  should  not  be  foi^gotten,  that  no  attempt 
whatever  had  been  made,  in  the  shape  of  an  answer  to  the 
arguments  drawn  from  the  precedent  of  the  Rerolution* 
]^o  suspicion,  he  must  suppose,  could  find  an  existence  in. 
the  niiud  of  aiij  man,  that  if  they  addressed  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  open  Parliament^  and  totak^  upon  himself  the 
administration  of  the^  government,  slatiog  the  restrictions 
which  they  bad  provided  by  their  Resolutions ;  no  suspi- 
cion SQ  indecent,  he  would  repeat,,  could  harbour  in  the 
breast  of  any  body  as  to  lead  him  to  doubt  of  the  Prince's 
f^reeing  to  a  Bill  passed  by  the  Lords  and  CommonS)  in. 
oonformiiy  to  those  restrictions  already  stated  to  his  RoyaL 
jHighness  (Htar  /}    As  he  had  lak^n  an  early  ppportunity,, 
ifi  the  course  of  the  few  observations  he  had  made,  to  say 
that  he  had,  no.  intention  \o  pres9  the  House  to  a  division, 
lie  should  not  trouble  thpm  farther.     His  only  object  was  to 
express  his  disapprobation  of  the  monstrous  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding by  a  fiction  in  the  use  of  the  Great  Seal ;  and  to 
state  io  the  House  distinctly  the  view  he  had  of  the  siiortjest, 
$lirest,  and  roost  constitutional  way  of  extricating  them, 
from  their  present  difficulties — of  putting  an  end  io  an 
unconstitutional  and  dnngerous  usurpation  of  the  Executive 

Sower — aqd  of  esfablisin^  a  legal  government  in  thecouptry*^ 
y  that  mode  they  would  best  fill  up  the  lamented  deficiency 
in  tli^  Kipgly  office,  and  best,  consult  the  nature  of  the  Con* 
sthutioq,  an(}'thc  genuine  interests  of  the  nation  at  large* 
^.*  The  ChnnceOor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  reply ;  and 
observed,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  accusing 
bim  of  having  omitt«l'  to  go  as  fqlly  as  was  to  be  expected 
into  the  subject,  considermg  its  great  importance,  on  his 
submitting  it  to  the  Committee,  se.emed^  to  him  io  have, 
forgotten  or  mistaken  what  had  taken  place  on  the  la^t  day 
of  uieir  meeting.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
but  bring  to  hfs  recollection  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
order  fo^  going  into  the  Copimittee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  forward  the  question- then  under 
consideraticui*  had  been  made  for  that  day  in  place  of 
Sotnrday,  he  would  discover  a  satisfactory  answ]er  to.  the 
charge  be  made  this  night.  In  confirmation  of  this,  be 
should  only  refer  th^  CommiU^^  to-  flie  proceedings  wbiph 
took  place  on  Friday  last    On  thsU  day  it  was  bis  ihtention 
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ip  have  proposed,,  that  the  CommUtoe  should  sit  on  Saiw^ 
day  ;  and  h«  had  put  it  to  the  geatlemen.  on  the  oAher  sifle^ 
vheiber^  after  what  h^d  previously  taken  place,  it  vaa. 
lilcely  that  an^  dtscussions  would  arise  upcHBi  the  subject.. 
It'  was,  thcrctore^  only  in  coiiseqaance  of  the  inttnuitaoa- 
tl\ca  ^i  ven  by  the  right  bon.  gei^leman  hinvsetf,  that  some  disf* 
c^ssioa  must  take  place^  that  he  had  thought  it  necessary 
la  substitute  MoocUiy  fqr  Saturday,  in  .order  to  avoid  tber 
iQCfiNiveDieaee  of^ny  protiac<)ed  debate  on  that  day.  Wbea 
hie  beard  thai  right  hon.  gentleman  on  that  occasion  stair, 
tjiat  it  was  hU  in(eniioa  to  make  his  stand  agabst  the  pf€»- 
positioii  to  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  as  fundamoilaUrjr 
^rong  and  unconstitutional,  he  could  not  eniertaio  aajr 
other  idsa  tha»  that  it  was  in  his  contemplaiioa  to  pvopese 
some  alteration  or  amendment  of  it.  But  had,  he  hod  aejr 
notion,  that,  in  place  of  such  a  coursci  it  was  the  detemkiaf* 
tioft  of  the  right  boa.  gentleman  only  to  submit  a  dificfeoit 
cpmse  to,  his  consideiiatioii  without  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  it,  he  perhaps  might  not  have  been  so  desirous  to 
defer  the  business.  If  the  right  honoumble  eentlemau  had  on 
ii\v^  day  informed  him  that  the  line  he  had  taken  this  ni^ht 
was  the  stand  he  intended  ta  make  for  the  ConsttCution,  bo 
ilhould  certainly  have  felt  it  less  necessary,  to  deier  tfao 
Committee  to  this  day«  But  now  that  tbey  had  heard  the 
statement  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman — ^now  tiiat  ihtf 
weive  in  poasessbn  of  tlie  arguments  iliat  he  cquld  urge  with 
all  that  energy,  and  force,  and  impression  which;  ao  pacu» 
liarly  distinguish  that  right  hdiiourable  gentleman's  do- 
q^uenoe,.  what^  he.  would  ask  the  Committee,,  dki  they  all 
a.mpuflt  to?  The  right  boa.  gentleman  had  dwelt  witb 
much  emphasis-  and  peculiar  urgi^ncy  upon  the  difficuUdoi 
TUfbipb  would  be  created,  and;  the  inconvenience  that  woukb 
be  the  consequenee,.  if,  in  the  progress. of  the  Bill  which  itr 
viAs  his  intention  to  bri^g  forwnrd,  any  di&reace  «t^ouhr 
arise  between  that  House  and  the  House  of  Lordb;  anct 
eyen.hpd  put  it  seriously  to  him,  whether  he  bad  any  mnaos) 
ifii  contemplation  that  would  cure  these  difficulties,  if  tktiqr: 
should  Qccm\.  W>hat  was  the  mode  proposed  by  the  riijhlt. 
i^on.  gentleman  to  obviate  these  difficuldes,.bttt  that  thejr 
should  inuBfdiately  differ  with  the  other  House  respeoting- 
the  Resqlution,  which,  a  reoent  communication  fiom' thSi 
^ottse  had  informed  them  of  the  Lords  having  adopted.?' 
Xhe  right  hon^  gentleman  having  taken  ^leat  paina  tor^ 
iippress.  upoU  the-Uonunittee  all  the  diffimtttiea anil  ii 
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^^mieticies  tlmt  mie^ht  probably   result  from  this  dificrcncc 
between  the  two  Houses,  and  recommended  this  considcra. 
lion  as  of  importance  to  be  attended  to  bj  tlie  Committee ; 
at  the  same  time  that  he  deprecated  this  future  possible 
di^vence,  proposes  to  obviate  'it  by  a  strange  mode.     He 
had  in  yarious  ways,  by  the  «id  of  nis  powerful  talents  and 
abiiilies,  pourtrayed  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  that 
the  proposition  to  be  submitted. to  the  Committee  might  be 
we^hed  down,  overborne,  and  lost  by  the  efiect  of  this 
dimrence;  yet  what  was  the  remedy  he  proposed  but  this  ? 
^-^^  It  is  probable  that  a  difference  might  take  place  between 
the  two  Houses;  and,  therefore,  3*ou  should  differ  as  soon 
as  you  can  !"    Tlie  right  hon.  gentleman,  however,  though 
the  course  went  to  establish  that  proposition,  feeling  the 
weakness  of  his  ground,  had  not  concluded  with  any  motion 
or  amendment.    This,  he  would  contend,  was  tTie  rair  inter- 
pretation and  the  just  application  of  the  right  hon*  gentle- 
man^s  argument.     It  had  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  thry  were  in  a  very  different  situation  at  present 
from  that  in  which  they  were  a  fortnight  since,  and  that 
^  consequently  there  was  at  present  a  greater  necessity  for 
expedition ;  but  he  should  doubt  very  much,  whether,  if 
they  were  to  adopt  the  course  now  lecoifimended  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  they  could  possibly  obtain 
^.iiy  advantage  in  the  way  of  expedition.    The  right  hon.* 
gentleman  Had  certainly  staled  it  not  io  be  bis  object,  after 
what  had  already  taken  place  in  both  Houses,  to  propose- 
that  they  .should  proceed  to  nominate  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Regent.    His  proposition  now  was  to  call  upon  the  Prince 
of  Wales  by  Address  to  take  upon  himself  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government  pro  tempore^  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  and  holding  a  Parliaitient.     What  proceeding  was 
then  to  take  place,  suppose  the  Address  to  be  agreed  to  ? 
Would  they  not  be  obliged  to  pass  a  Bill  in  the  same  way 
as  in  the  present  course  of  proceeding  ?    Wa6  there  any 
difficulty  in  'the  present  proceedings  which  would  not  l3e 
equally  felt   in  that  proposed   by  the  mht  honourable 
gentleman  ?    He  should  wish  to  know,  if  the  Address  were 
carried,  how  it  would  be  open  to  the  Prince  to  direct  the 
affixing  of  the  Great  Seal  to  a  Commission  ?    How  could 
be 'get  at  it  ?     But  he  should  contend,  that  even  out  of 
respect  to  his  roj'^ar  Mghncss  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
course  then  nncier  consideration  was  preferable.     The  right 
beiioorable  gentleman  had  represented  the  mode  proposed 
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of  applying  the  Great  »Seal  as  a  phantom— as  sometbiiig  . 
unconstitiitloDal,  ^illiout  the  sanction  of  the  Sigh  ManuaU 
.^e  \voald  ask  that  right  hon.   gentleman,  viUo  had  the 
advantage  of  commanicating  lyith  the  illustrious  Person  to  ' 
be  appointed  Regent,  bow,  if  the  course  he  recombended 
were  to  be  adopted,  the  Prince  could  open  or  hold  a  Parlia- 
ment, without  using  the  Great  Seal,  without  the  sanctioa  , 
of  the  Sign  Manual,  without  putting  that  Seal  into  activitr, 
and  directing, ils  application  to  public  instruments?    ll^ 
then,  the  putting  the  Great  Seal  into  activity  ivere  such  a 
phantom—^  ^hing  so  irregular  and  unconstitutional — would 
It  not  be  better  that  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  should 
put  it  into  activity,  rather  than  impose  tlie  necessity  of 
doing  so  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  ?     Besides,  all  the  Buoyal  - 
Dukes,  feeling  as  they  (iid  upon  the  subject^  had  desired 
that  their  names  might  be  left  out  of  the  Commission ;  and, 
therefore,  it  would  not  be  to  treat  the  Prince  witli  proper 
respect  to  leave  him  to  direct  a  Commission  to  be  issued, 
from  which  his  Royal  Brothers  had  desired  their  names  to 
be  excluded.    But  after  all,  the  Great  Seal  could  not  he 
affixed  but  by  the  authority  of  the  two  Houses,  and  conse- 
quently the  same  difficulties  were  to  be  apprehended  in  any 
course  they  could  adopt.    .He did  not,  on  that  occasion,  fe^ 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  what  a  nobie  Lord 
(LordThurlorw)  might  or  .might  not  have<lone  respecting* 
the  application  of  the  Great  Seal  in  1788.     He  did  not  know 
what  was  ihe  opinion  of  that  noble  Lord  upon  the  subject; 
but  unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  incontrovertible 
authority  for  what  he  had  asserted,  he  would  not  believe 
that  Lord  Thurlow  would  have  lent  his  sanction  to  the 
whole  of  the  previous  proceedings,  ibeiing  at  the  same 
time  a  determination  to  defeat  them  in  the  end,  by  refusing 
to  apply  the  Great  Seal  to  the  Act  when  passed.     He  coula 
never  l)e  persuaded,  that  that  learned  Lord,  who  felt  it  his. 
duty  to  support  their  proceedings  by  arguments  during, 
their  progress,  could  have  thought  of  marring  or  defraudijig 
them  in  the  end  by  such  refusal.     What  he  conld  not 
believe  of  Lord  Thurlow,  he.  could  not  think  of  his  noble 
friend  the  present  Chancellor  (Lord  Eldon),  with  regard  to, 
the  use  of  the  Great  Seal  on  such  an  occasion:  but  it  would 
be  idle  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  such 
an  application,  of  the  Great  Seal  on  this  occasion.     He 
would  observe,  however,  that  there  was  much  less  chanoe 
thai  any  person  in  his  senses,  would  refuse  to  affix  the  Seal 
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milder  the  ftothoriC  j  of  (he  two  Hotises^  thitii  tluit  he  i^ould 

Siply  it  apon  the  mandate  of  any  penon  whom  the  two 
0U9es  might  addre»  to  take  opon  him  the  gx^vcrnment* 
As  to  the  ar^ment  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  drawn 
from  the  possibility  of  the  death  of  the  Cliancctlor,  be 
ahonid  only  obscTrre,  that  the  Houw  onght  not  io  be 
employed  in  anticipating  more  difflcoUies  than  they  had  tb 
fBGonnter.  If  the  event  alloded  io  weie  to  take  place,  kfk 
event  which  he  was  persaaded  the  righ^  lion,  gentlemaik 
Woold  lament  equally  with  himself,  and  which  wouM  b^ 
as  great  a  calamity  as  conid  bsfati  the  country,  it  wonM 
create  a  difficulty  which  the  Parliament  would  meet  and 
provkle  for^  as  well  as  for  the*o€hcr  difficulties  they  had  U> 
flurmount.  But  sufficient  to  the  day  were  the  difficulties  of 
the  day  ;  and  whilst  that  was  the  case,  it  was  unnecessary  to 
anticipnte  those  difficulties  which  he  trusted  in  God  would 
never  happen.  Upon  the  whole,  he  should  say,  that,  afle^ 
all  the  previous  steps  which  had  been  taken,  it  wm  too, 
much  to  suppose  that  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon. 
centleman  could  have  the  effect  of  inducing  him  to  ifetraftf 
nil  step?,  and  agree  to  his  suggestion. 

Mr*  Sheridan  rose  to  say  a  fcw  words  in  reply  io  thtf 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who  must  certainly  have  mts- 
understood  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  Friday.     When 
he  bad  stated  his  intention  on  that  duy,  that  he  had  no  ide;V 
whatever  of  making  any  motion,  as  might  well  have  been 
oollected  from  the  expression  he  had  used,  as  be  distinctly 
wsed  the  word  protest,  which  in  Parliamentary  language 
meant  the  expression  of  principle,  without  argument  or 
motion.     Atf  to  what  the  right  honourabk*  gentleman  httd' 
said  with  respect  to  the  violence  with  which  he  liad  stuted 
Ws  opinion,  (not  improper  violence,  observed  the  Chancellbf 
of  the  Exchequer  across  the  table),  the  substantive  it  was  be 
ckcnied,  without  any  reference  to  the  adjective  ;  but  as  to  atf' 
that  had  been  said  on  that  head,  he  must  obsK*rve,  that  ibt 
right  honourable  gentleman,  thinkin<^  that  he  (Mr.  S.) 
wonld  have  come  prepared  with  a  stock  of  violence,  had 
brought  his  own  stock  of  violence  with   him  to  be  used  on 
the  occasion,  which  he  had  let  off  without  any  provocation* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  too,  h^d  thought  proper, 
in  observing  upon  what  had  fallen  from  him»  to  allude  to 
Ms  communications  witii  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  &t 
Wales.     Upon  this  point,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  tiisclaint 
iHatinetly,  tVat  anything  he  sakl  in  that  Uknsse  proceeded' 
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fi^fn^pAw  ^ ihiat  Ulostrious  pqpsona^ ^(iluph  be  ^aaso  loaiE. 
[ighDM^^servaBtii^Bu  a  Meqly^r  of  his  poim 


iMf^HoyaJ  _^ ,_^^,  ,, 

qf  bi«^Iaje^tji('i(  ftWy  Council  As  to  the  ^UWW^  ^V  ' 
t}^  f^M  lipiH^ttfalt^^  gfs^tlptoan  sfsevoip^  t^.  think,  be 
i¥4u{:«4  Wm*  by  strtvi  iM  a,t  a  tif^  ^ylpen  hft  degw  .^ 
t|^opipp%p«ncei»oC(^ij4iftre9ipe  bist'^ew  tl\e.t^  HopaiOBy  f(^ 
y^^  Fapq^nei^i^g  tot|iQ  Coqi^iilt^totdifl^r  with  the  i«oic^| 
^cU$l  fqr«aqaniS»a  t^  thc'C^nBit(of  to  difiiaif  ^tU  %. 
ilMf^^lWMifW  the  RwolutJon  Mpm  the^bfe  \  \^  ufi.tffif^ 
^WA  Hoi|i9B  ba0  ^Iffi^  ^ffe4  to  the  Qe99l^tip^».  respepf ' 

^^^elBl  ncpept^  by  t^  Pr^ipo.  ihcj  ^a^  uq^  only  ^ 
i|9  tp  ^  mo4e  c^oasrying  t^e  fi^lutip^  ^^tq.efiept ; 
kfl  Widd  see  po  reaijw^  wfey  the  t<q«d|  jpig^  not  agiee  V 
9iop0^i«g  by  ^  w»s  %  iliat  piurm^.    But  the  rigb^  ^^^ 
gfq^maa  hfld^id)  ths^t  efwn  in  that  PW  th$  Pnnoe  oouU 
Ibot  p^}l  a  Parliament  n^Hlioat  t^p  ^se  of  the  Gi^t  ^^ 
l^hpnpfrifas  the  right  hoAQi^pib^.  gent^enian^^  knowl<^4fl0  oj^ 
h¥fmi  ?    Had  he  notadi^itte^  ih^t^th^  PfifiPQ  WQold  hf^yf 
tttfn  im  fully  ppue^sod  oiC  thej^^  of  the  gqr^m^^^ty  if 
m|0i9ti4  by  A4ibre»  af  bj  $UU    Qid  the  i^gbt  hqao^Cf' 
bto  mntlemon  fiot  lecpllect  the  c^  Qf  Kiqg  W^iUani  rH^4 
(he  $^i  b^  put  to  ^  ppf^mi^ioD^  in  t|ifit  case  I.   No.  Tlif . 
A4d9is«ll  h^  bpen  yptflj,  fi^t  by  ^  .mwf4  a^raWy,  aff^ 
ffUvfi^^n)^  by  th^  Cpayeption  Mfbich  ^^veip  qilief)  itself  |^ 
VvAimnU  tP  tb*^  I**W»>  P^Uip^  upqn  him  tp  t§)fe  tte 
0mr9m^  Wto  hi#  hW)q$)  i*^d  tp  call  a  Pasli^mpBt.     « 
^VHa  Adt  until)  ip  coaiecm^^e  of  th^^t  Addre^B,  th^  K^i{^ 
MHinq4  thft  gpyeTumeRt,  that  he  call/erf  (md  hw  a  ?aT|jft- 
fflmt*     The  ri^I|t  hopopfablf  gpntlen^an  ^mv^  tq  tibu4c 
i^  it  W  ii»  h\»  cpntanpl^tion  to  flpwk  slightinjjly  qf  t))e 
^Qeseilt  ChafipeU^ ;  but  ha  Q0^1(l  as^ip  the  right  honc^iioiF 
h)^  gf^fMieman  that  nothing  was  &rther  ^m  bis  tboiigblipiy 
a%  «i  ^9?  Apm  Uiiat,  no  buki  had  k  bigh^  opiniofi' ofthtt 
leUfMi^  ipid'»  talents  and  ch^nif  tpp  t  iM>  inap  could  be  oipre 
imh  RQfsi^id^  ojf  1^9  J^rpingy.  ftbil^,  md  Afsidi^ty, 
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with  wbich  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  high  ofltee,  and 
placed  him  od  a  level  with  any  of  those  who  had  ever  filled 
that  exalted  station*  As  to  the  wish  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  know  whether  he  had  any  authority  foe  what 
Se  had  asserted  respecting  Loid  Thurlow>  because  of  the 
absurdity",  as  he  haa  represented  it,  of  Lord  Thurlow's  sup^ 
porting  all  the  previous  proceedings,  still  determined  to 
refuse  to  affix  the  Great  seal  to  the  Act  when  passed,  he 
'should  inform  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  there 
was  no  such  absurdity  as  he  imagined  in  the  case.  Loid 
Thurlow  supported  all  the  previous  proceedings ;  but  i^heii 
the  Act  should  have  passed  both  Houses,  then  the  question 
would  arise  as  ix>  the  mode  of  giving  the  Royal  assent ;  oa 
which  occasion  Lord  Thurlow,  it  was  known^  would  have 
refused  to  apply  the  Great  Seal,  under  a  convictidn  that  the 
more  censtitutional  mode  would  be  to  address  the  Prince  ta 
take  upon  him  the  administration  of  the  government ;  and 
then  give  the  Royal  assent  constitutionally  to  the  Act.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  have  at  length  dis- 
covered the  character  of  his  own  measure.  As  the  Royal 
Dukes  had  desired  that  their  names  might  not  be  inserted 
in  the  Conunission,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  coil- 
tended  that^  out  of  respect  to  these  Royal  Fersons,  and  to 
the  Prince^  the  Prince  should  not  be  put  into  a  situation  to 
give  efiect  to  this  phantom,  but  that  the  Parliament  should 
perform  its  own  dirty  work»  its  own  drudgery.  As  to  the 
law  of  the  case,  the  right  honourable  ^ntleman  had  omitted 
to  shew  that  this  course  was  legal  or  consistent  with  the 
statute  law  of  thb  realm,  which  he  should  contend  it  violated. 
He  did  not  mean  to  hold  cheap  the  law  of  the  riffht  honour- 
able gentleman ;  but  as  he  appeaml  to  have  felt  sore  on  a 
former  night  at  the  mention  of  Rewbell,  he  felt  bound  to 
assure  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  had  never 
any  idea  of  jputting  any  comparison  between  him  and  thai 
monster.  He  had  the  honour  of  knowing  that  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman,  and  could  sincerelv  declare  that  no  nian 
valued  bis  estimable  qualities  and  private  virtues  more 
highly  than  he  did  ;  but  he  must  also  observe,  that  Rewbdl 
might  not  be  the  only  person  who  found  himself  in  possession 
of  a  portion  of  the  Koyal  authority,  of  which  he  could  never 
have  conceived  any  expectation.  He  certainly  could  hot 
blame  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  not  redolleotiDs 
his  law,  being  now  first  Lord  of  the  Treasuty,  and  having 
^e  exchequcTi  the  finances^  sinecures,  offices,  patronage* 
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jobsy  contiacts,  funds,  taxes,  stocks,  &c.  to  occupy  his 
<tttentioQ.  In  the  late  dbcussion  between  Lord  Grenville 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  offered  to  indemni^ 
that  noble  lord ;  but  Lord  Grennll^,  not  satisfied  with  his 
law,  desired  to  have  better  law,  and  that  the  matter  should 
be  submitted  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor*^eneral,  who  declared  that  his  indemnity  was 
no  indeipiity.  It  was  not  hb  wish  to  run,  down  a«p0oftssioii 
of  which,  in  early  life,  he  was  ambitious  to  be  a  member  s 
but,  though  it  had  been  said  of  a  Parliament,,  ftom  whick 
all  lawyers  were  excluded,  that  it  was.  PorUammtum  imho^ 
htm,  he  thought  it  a  possible  case  to  have  a  PwrUamenium 
superdodum.  Lawyers  were  a  good  thing ;  but  aa  the 
homely  adage  says,  '^  we  may  have  too  much  of  a  good 
*^  thing ;"  and. that,  with  respect  to  lawyisrs,  was  the  Qt^  oC 
the  present  Cabinet.  He  did  not  mean  to  go  more,  at  lengtb 
into  the  question  ;  but  when  the  right  honourable  gwikmte 
directed  his  lair  officers  to  draw  up  the  instr^nwdt;  be 
'would  order  them  to  commit  an  act, of  trea9oa  against  <te 
Constitution.    '  '      '  .   r 

'  The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  House  haring 
been  vesumed^  the  Report  was  brought  up  and  agieed  to.    t 

A  message  ^wastlwnjseot  to  the  Lords  to  desire  anotliesGOit* 
ference,  on  the  subject  of  the  last  conference.     «  • .  r  .7 

•  The  ChanaUhr  of  Ac  ExQhepidr  then  btimated,  tbat 
the  conference  might  take  place  at  an  earlv  hoar,  so  iimt 
Parliament  might  be  opened  to-morrow,  in  that  case  he 
meant  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Regency  Bill,  which 
would  be  read  a  fiijst  time  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
second  reading  would  take,  place  on  Wedn^day,  and  the 
CpmmittfBe  on  Thursday.  But  if  any  thing  iinforesqcp 
should  pinsrent  him  from  bringing  in  tlie  Bill  to-morrow,  he 
gftve  notice  that  he  would  then  move  that  it  be  read  a  first 
and  second  time  on  Wedne»dajr,  in  order  to  be  committed 
on  'Thursday.  H^  also  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-morrow 
miove  for  a  call  pf  the  House  on  Thursday. 

Sir  Tliomas  Tiirton  suggested  the  propriety  of  waiting  ;fi)r 
ihe  attendance  of  the  Members  attending  the  Quarter  S^ 
sipos.:  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  bow- 
ever  desirable  it  might  be  to  have  the  attendance  of  tho^ 
members,  tho  measure  was  too  important  to  be  deferi«d.~- 
Adjoumed. 


TtTEtDkVy  'MKfanfAr  id. 

^  STATE  OP  THE  yATJoU-^nib'tittT^ 

Mi0r  4mii4i%  4iifcMi  tk^  tHMiMidk,  i^nrd  Olive  wl'otfm 

Bf^ttMd  at  3ie  ftar  Abiii  4te  ChifiM^^ 

iMbee^^  wMoh  (N^ir^L&nhfcipB  si^mfiM  tbat  Aflf  ^oiili 

tksi^Mett  iest,sfetitt^tb«t3ieff^^  MMtte 

^bbfttelitt  forthtritk  4tithe  Firitfted^l^iiiber,  thcedmMs 
lig«)n%ijtiitiddby  i^rd  €Iiv^(lmt  tliey  innre  rariV* 

Oilki^df  Moittrofie, figrrilff  isiWrpebl,  Ettri  OirfUoit^  *BM 
•f  'MMm  fidg^dtMbfe,  tJdtA  Niipi^.  'and  the  ^Piikbp  <<lr 
iiUUla>tten  wettt  ^oiit,  Md  on  llmtr  Mura  ktatei  thit  <tlfe 
4lblM|^ll^*>tte'C4mjflOns'htfd  «g^  (o  tb^  Rmriatidiwor 
the  Lords  respecting  the  affixing  of  the  Great  8iNil,«irilli*oiib 
/fttitat  Attf^ndysivl.  The  MMtteii  m  'iHk  'AiAbidllient 
Jbeiiig  pll«,  tfale  'Ldl^s'rignHdWit,  if«9p  ^t.^Qfl  diieoMtl* 
-lfittlMlh*ehiino^iy  td'WqtiiUitl^tkrCkmitiMWsHifitevtee^ 
which  they  did  aec^&ttlitfgiy. 
:    The  "iMii  ^hfiMelbhrm^  isAa^  to  *ail}ttwo  a  Ssw  Iho- 

coamrssioif. 

%)f6oto^li.'Witli'ihe  Ar<«i>i»h6p  df-0tei^t^Ui7,  ike  L(M<Pl«> 
«ia^>C<»^<M)>  {Kb  Ldid^riTTBWl  C^nfWoMbMd),  '-(fate 
9>u]^of-M»nti^,  )ftrfd  tbfe  Bitf ofl^ty^iipabl^ 

^e  'Ldr'd  (ihtiicdlm'aiin  iaraksWi  'thtf  aftiMArMe'df A| 
^tMe'tjfCdfflhitMis ;  ubbotifhliSh  the'8piHl«i'niB%>Wltvntt 

The  i:<>r(f  Ckdikmr'aeti  'OMta,  flist'foMMtA'itoWV^ 

-iHg  TiMiiitMt  in  'fats'  tit»ta  fiSsiiAi/ti  aVmmUKlttti  MB  MM 
i«ft!ter  Bis'GMatSial'fdr  fbcd^dting  df  tfaie  ^aMte,  HNKA 
KSbjniM^'they  'W6\^  now  btiar'lreAB. 

TfacfOfeik  then  tvad'bVer'ihe'ebMttiissfdn,  vbfiSh  'MH 


lained  the  names  of  the  noble  peers  on  the  woolsadiy'tfiid  '«f 
I>ord  Ayksford,  Lord  WcUesleji  Lord  Midgiaye,  I/nd 
Balhumi  and  a  &w  <>then. 
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in  vlrttf^  of  Ae  <>Mnnil»lon  «viphich  %lili  tmk  *ii(t#  teril, 
MtbdtMftfif  tb^  loTlh  tte$veitt  htmA  >K>  ^^darfe  lite  KmMs  of 
Volir  ^eettdg,  and  todd!n  ftIl«»fMte  fa  Mn  Majes^siMii^ 
^  h«tre  wAy  to  call  yMt  atlMtiM  to  Ae  (ttfi^lbii^  tk^^c^fernh 
toMuSelf  af  tris  Mttje»ff's  iiidii^portfidti^  Wfl  lo  the  HMcmmot 
mmkhg  die  mA  miitable  ^Mrtfvkida  fbt  tlf6  tsare  'Off  Ms 

tli^Mlyi'Md  for  \he  tiMei^  ^tte  Rb^i^l  a^lborf^^  fti 
trtieh  idnrtaar  titid  t6  0uch  '^^Mift '«  tlte  ^c^S^i^  idf  tVe 
^ttiae  ttkv'Mto  U>  Yequiiie.*' 

read  to  their  loidships,  which  was  accordinel^f  <dt)he.  'Be 
Hihte  iiim«d<the  vcistbMarjr  taiOttotft  at  fte'Ofpetfin^^f  tt^Ses^ 
fiiin  t^»^fl^(|h^  Cbittineaii  of  the  Cmnmtfeees,  puMeind 
ijprM«^  and  *prittMad  Lard  WldsiA^fbam  fek  thtil  jMM^ 
larh^  NMdHieiHi^  #fHt(I«y«d. 

A4ler%ibw  woifds  ttf^Aiiiotk  ^VV^kiiig%i«te,  1h6  ttttMdiis 
)(NApe  iirtrriad,  neTn .  ilsi^ 

Whe  tdrH  ChM^ettor  left  Aie  woetiMidk,  arid  Md,  fllat  'Mi 
"A^iimri^ofiir  ^^ifnlgbt  'he  Should  MMvrit  a  ^ofioti  i^pedfki^ 
fPlox4»ByaaAld0fed  ikttk  lbeIiord)B%eHinimofledf<*4htt^jr. 

^Ad^«r4edlo  Monday  • 


«idM*riMMMi 


aotjst:  OF  ooBffitttoiNS. 

■ 

TlJtfitfl^AV;   JAHtPAttV    16. 
THE    UBSOLUTIONS. 

The  Chancellor  of. the  Exchequer  rose  to  observai  that  in 

^te^Wordlng^ofthe  Resolution  Which  had  been  agreed  to  hpr 

by  both  Houses,  for  putting  the  Great ISeal  to  a  Commiasion 

:Yor  opening  the  Parliament,  a  mistake  had  taken  plaoa, 

(probably  Irom  <he  iJrror  of  the  clerk,)  which  macie  flic 

Reiolntion  absolute  nonsense.     Now,  dthbngh  it  m^ht 

tipper  irr^giilar  to  move  to  rescind  a  Resolution  which  had 

b^  agr^  to,  yet  fae'thou^ht  it  was  much  better  to  do  sg, 

^thftn  permit,  upon  an  occasion  so  important  as  the  presenty 

%  itesolation  to  be  entcitd  on  the  Journals  of  Parliament, 

't^hich  in  the  way  It  now  happened  to  be  worded,  could  not 

Mbe'  reconciled  to  common  sense  or  grammar.    The  error  wais 

^nite  accidentsl};  batit  was  of  such  a  nature  thftt  it  woUld 
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,be  a  repioacb  to  P^TlUment,  if  it  tbould  paar  botb  Houses 
\ritbout  observation.  TJbe  error  wti8  this?  it  stated^ 
^^  Wbereaft  it  was  necessary  that  letteis  patent  should  be 
issued  for  a  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  tUe  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  cf^lled  Great  Britain*  ** 
Kowj  whether  it  was  the  Seal  that  ^as  to  be  calkd  Great 
vBritain,  or  whether  it  was  the  United  Kingdom,  it  was 
equally  nonsense  in  both  cases.  This  alisurdity  bad  crept  ia 
by  smpe accidental  omission;  but  still  be  thquflit  that  k 
was  so  great  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  tliat  it  <  should 
be  corrected.  H<  therefore  should  move  that  the  B^olu- 
turn  be  amended,  by  striking  out  the  h^t  .word^v"  called 
Great  Britain.'* 

.  JUr.  Sheridan  said  that  he  did  not.  rise  to  .op|Mlw  the 
motioDj  although  he  had  no  particular  objection,  to  the 
Besolution,  on  apconnt  of  the  impropriety  or  aUuvditv  of 
the  language.  Indeed,  he  thought  that  the  absurdity  of  tlie 
language  was  peculiarly  well  suited  io  the  absurdity  of  the 
measure  to  which  it  referred.  (A  laugh,)  He  would  defy 
tbo  gentlemen  on  the^her  side  to  prove  that  any  words 
could  contain  more  nonsense  tb&n  was  contained  in  the 
^faole  course  of  proceedings  which  had  been  adopted.  {A 
tough,)  Although  this  was  bis  firm  opinion,  yet  he  .did 
Bot  mean  to  oppose  the  Amendment. 

The  Resolution  was  then  amended,  pursuant  to  the  motion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Resolution  so 
amended  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Lords. 

A  conference  being  desired  with  the  Lords,  Lord  Clivey 
and  tbe  Committee  appointed  to  manage  the  former  con- 
ferenoesi  were  appointed  to  attend  their  lordships. 

*^  EXECUTION   OF    CABDOSA. 

Tile  Committee  being  absent  at  the  conference,  and  no 
business  being  actua11y*before  the  House, 

Mt,  Sheridan  rose  and  said,  that  as  there  was  th^  no 
business  before  the  House,  he  hoped  be  should  be  excused  in 
mentioning  a  circumstance,  which  had  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  the  public  mind.  He  alluded  to  tbe  execution  of  a 
convict,  at  a  time  when  all  the  usual  access  to  the  Fountain  of 
Mercy  was  interrupted.  This  appeared  to  him  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  he  thought  it  probable,  that 
he  would  find  it  necessary  hereafter  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  House  particularly  to  the  principle  upon  which  this 
fxecutioo  took  place,  more  than  to^he  gfirticular  case  itself. 
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Herdse,  then,  principally  with  a  view  of  diiectinfirthefttteD* 
tion  of  his  Majesi  j's  Ministers  to  this  subject*  He  was^  at ' 
tiie  same  time,  ready  to  acknowledge  the  attention  which  a' 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Secretary  Ryder)  had  paid  to  the 
the  letter  he  wrote  to  him  on  Sanday  last^  upon  this  sub- 
ject. .    I 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  Tcry  anxions  that  • 
no  ia1s6  impressions  should  go  abroad  upon  this  $Qbj6et. ' 
The  House  would,  he  trusted,  permit  hinr  to  state^  that  in' 
the  particular  case  alluded  to,  the  execution  had  followed 
the  sentence  in  literal  compliance  with  the  strict  and  express ' 
directions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  appointed  the 
time  within  which  executions  were  to  take  |)1ace  after  a  con- 
vidtion  for  murder.    It  was  necessary  for  him  tostate*  how 
lever,  that  the  Judges  who  tried  the  convict  were  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  power  of  respiting  him  if  it  appeaned  to  them 
tbat  there  was  any  thing  in  nis  case  to  make  this  respite 
proper.    Although  the  ultimate  source  of  mercy  was  for 
the  present  closed^  yet  all  the  intermediate  channels  through 
which  the  foimtain  of  mercy  was  to  be  appealed  to^  had 
still  been  open  to  the  person  convicted,  and  if  a  doubt  could 
have  been  raised^  of  the  propriety  of  the  conviction,  the'  exe* 
ctttioQ  would  probably  have  been  respited.    He  did  not 
mean  now  to  ar^ue  the  question,  but  simply  to  make  a 
statement  which  he  hoped  would  prevent  tne  public  from 
heinff  led  away  by  false  impreteions. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said  that  he  would  be  one  of  the  last  persons 
who  would  wish  to  throw  out  ideas  to  the  public  which 
might  produce  mischievous  effects  for  a  certain  time,  and 
more  especially  when  he  himself  was  by  no  means  deter* 
mined  whether  he  should  agitate  the  question  any  fortber. 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  Judges  had  a  power  of  res- 
piting the  execution  if  th^  had  any  doubts  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case ;  but  in  the  observations  be  bad  made,  be  wished 
to  leave  the  merits  of  this  particular  case  quite  out  of  the 
question.  He  would  even  suppose,  for  argument  sake,  that 
the  case  was  so  bad  a  one  that  the  Judges  could  not  think 
proper  to  recommend  to  Royal  mercy ;  still,  it  must  be  re- 
collected, that  while  the  Royal  Authority  was  in  existeooe^ 
there  were  other  channels  through  which  applicatfoti  could 
be  made  for  Royal  mercy.  He  tfaoueht  that  the  right  ho- 
.nourablegeotleman  (Mr.  Secretary  Ryder)  had  in  a  very 
laudable  manner  exercised  the  powers  he  possessed  when  he 
tespit^  the  execution  of  a  person  conyicated  in  Sootlandi  bu< 
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iQr  thM  iha  Judi«i  wd  «ol  r«cv)MM»d9il  im€Mnp^  > w . 
nwai  b«  vecfllkBctal  thtt  lh«m  mtn^  in<toii€Q9  ii^tha  jgmmA 
tmgfkoPpm^m  cmdeoaineA  fiw  nwdeis  irWi  hvd bfim-  ptt^ 
d(Md  ifttlnnit  anjp  fccamnmdAiioii  of  the  j(nidg«.iv)K>  ^M 
Ihein.  There  vas  the  case  of  M^Qiiirki  who  was  foqi^ 
0ttUv  iif  murdmug  a  imi^  at  the  tiaia  of  ti^.  Midrtkiyg 
difsttoiii  tml  dieoase <tf  KeMie(^  wh#  am.  fiw^aAgwIMir  oC 
iMtdoriiur  ^  watehdiM  m  Wotmiaater  Bridge ;  lA.Mbi 
t|l^  i9m9  (he  J  adgaa  did  aat  i^cwinicfid,  tad  y«t  (^  yai^ 
8opa  ooDvicted  foiuid  aacesato'^  Booral  mw^  (bfo^aii 
Q(hfrjihatiiieb«  Ittherofow  afip^foJ,  iliat(k<>ca«aQf  ifr; 
individiiab  was  yeijr  hrajd|  men  they  weie tmd  fiA  atiiiiir 
that  tho  umU  0^11)%  lof  apfAjiog  to  ibe  ^jal  iMrcff  wfffr 
ckiwd  agaifli^l  them.  He  twbfllht  tiiat  this  was  9W  ^.tba 
•stTAQgesI  lasteiices  of  the  misdiiaft  ariejqf  ft^ui  it  ap^tmail 
and  crippled  state  of  luoaarcby.  The  re^palav  a^ow  ta  th« 
FouiMin  of  Mercy  was  closedi  aad  an  individiud  ims  oUweA 
to  take  upoa  bimielf  (hat  which  wbb  the  mart  f tlntiUa  of  til ' 
^t  prsro^iatiyea  of  Royalty,  He  tfaoaght  ksa  of  tfce  fomvfi 
aMumedto  issue  money  irom  bia  Miq^v*9  ExelmMV  f^r 
thft  paytaeot  of  the  Army  and  Nary  9  taan  he  did  ^f  Ihfi 
Wamplion  of  the  preceptive  of  mercy<9  with  UiieiriglU.o£ 
extaitdiB^  k,  or  witfaholding  it,  al  tfia  plepsare  of  (be  ia4ir 
wlual  who  assumed  the  exeicise  of  that  preiogatm^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  thoaght  vb  was  ahpoliiiely  aaoqwaiai 
feabioi  to  sabmii  ooe  or  two  obsarvatioos  to  the  eon^idera- 
IM  of  the  Houses  He  allowisd  that  he  had  acted  dittaimtly 
in  (he  two  instances  slated  by  the  right  bonouiabW  mittor 
man  (Mff»  Sberjdan)i  and  he  was  peilBotly  leadv  to  (aka  Um 
faU  itsfKHmbility  which  attachea  to  bim*  The  (wqcmoi 
wane  wnolly  diffdpenl. .  In  the  one  case,  (that  of  the  paraqn 
eoo^ted  ia  bootland)  be  had|  from  the  report  of  t&  per? 
i9m  concerned  in  the  praeecatioo,  taten  upon  bimtf  tkt 
mponsibitity,  i|ot  of  extoqding  the  RoyiA  meecv,  laik  of 
aaspeiiding  the  eaeention  of  tna  sentenca  until  the  Rafi4 
AttUiority,  with  its  pesrogatiTC  of  mercyi  should  ha  au#i* 
]4ied«  The  othar  case  waa,  however,  totally  difiioiaat^  iSf 
npiaiantatjon' had  been  made  fioaci  th^  prcoeeutoxs,  m  nt 
aonfliendatiw  fimm  the  Judge,  nor  any  applicatioa  brnm  ik^ 
itfihappy  person  who  was  convietod.  The  infonaatiw 
which  be  Ftoeiv^  upon  the  caie  was  frams  Has  AecordM^ 
who  waa  (he  jsidfle  thafc  tried  U.  The  Recoader  had  lapae- 
seotixl  t^  htm  that  tbete  wci£  tifo  othec  lawaod^  Judges  fp 
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ItebMcbal  theMme^imie,  atid  that  none  of  them  enter- 
tain^ the  dighteBit  doubt  of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner.  If 
they  had  enfantained  a  doubt,  they  would  hare  exercised  {he 
pmtef  'which  they  possened  of  respiting  the.  tenten^e ;  but 
they  all  of  them  weie  agreed  in  considerm^  it  as  a  case  of  as 
fMl  murder  as  ever  was  committed  in  this  country.  He- 
would  therefore  submit  it  to  the  House,  whether  in  a  case  of 
murder,  when  the  Judges  who  tried  the  case  had  no  doubt 
ofthesuilt  of  the  accused,  and  when  no  applicatioii  bad 
been  made  for  merey  by  the  conrict,  himself,  he  would  have 
been  justified  in  suspending  the  reguhir  course  of  the  hw9, 
Ui-miist  also  ^observe,  that  Ih  the  year  1788,  under  simibr 
circumstances,  persons  convictei:!  of  murder  had  hepa* 
exebuted  witbiD  the  time  prescribed  by  the  law,  without  any 
objecUoos  having  been  made  in  tliat  House. 

TUB   BE6EKCT. 

Lord  Clive  mtumed  from  the  confeience,  and  reported^ 
that  he  had  deliveied  the  Resolution  as  amended  by  the 
OoAmons  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  manage  the  confe* 
lenoe  on  the  part  of  the  Loida.  On  a  second  conference,  he 
further  repotted,  that  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Lords 
had  left  the  Resolution,  as  amended,  with  their  lordships* 

'  A  message  from  the  Lords  then  informed  the  Honse,  that 
their  hnrdships*  had  agseed  to  the  Resolution  as  amended. 

OPENING  OF  THB   PAKtiAMENT. 

The  Usher  of  the  Black  Bod  then  rapped  at  the  door  o£ 
the  House  of  Commons  (as  usual^  on  the  opening  of  a  Paiiia* 
meat),  and  informed  the  House,  ^^  that  the  I^irds,  aotho» 
rised  by  hiA Mi^estys  CommUrion^  recjuired  the  immediate, 
attendance  of  that.honouiable  House  in  the  House  .of  Peers.'* 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  many.  Members,  went  forthwith 
to  the  House  of  Loffds. 

On  their  return  the  Session  was  opened  ia  the  usual 
maimer,  by  passing  the  Bill  to  prevent  Clandestine  Out* 
lawries.  ..  * 

The  Speaker  then,  aAer  the  usual  preliminary  observa* 
tioofi,  read  the  Speech  which  had  been  deliveied  by  the 
Laid  Qhanoellor.    (Ste  Ilomeof  Lortb.) 

.After  the  Speech  was  read,    .-21 

Mr,  Sheridan  90se  merely  to  put.  a'  question  to  the  ri^ht 
b^iousable  gentlefnan  (Mr.  Perceval),  whether,  in  hid  view 
of  the  subject,  it  would  not  requira  another  Commission  to 
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qmjpv^  .^spccta^licHi  oC  the  ^l  beic^  br^^i^gibt  .fociitodyi 
i^icb  appeared  to  t)e  Miegr  flr^  dttty4 

iie^  V^Vwgb^  forw^d,  4^e  ffgulac  ii»ittiBe  of  pffo^eediM^t 
ajL  tl^.  comn^^QBnient  q(  a  naw  wauoo^  vf»  to  fiU  up  tto 

6ji^^ldibg  Conittitiices.  .  ,  i 

"were  then  filled  up. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rose  and  said,  that 
it  now  became  his  duty  tx> bring  forward  that  measure  which 
ilie  n^MP  ^  anyiMily  lexpecled .    After  all  that  had  alraady 
byo  t#iid  uffiMi  the  atibject^ .  and.  the  dAate  whiAh  hadi  al«» ' 
ready  taben  place  in  b<Hh  KLafises  of  Sariiateot,  he  diil  wii4 
tbiok  H  tiece^ry  for  him  t#  maike  any.  additiefial  ofaiervft« 
tiow  %t  present^  bui.ahovld  simpiy^coatcnt'  hhnself  wJlh  . 
jnovine  ^^  that  kave  be  giviea.  to  briflg*  'in  a  Bitt  for  the  piUM  • 
pfMofproyldijiglfor  the -due  adaiiiiisliatilm  oftfaeBo^I 
Authariiyt.Md  the  cm  uif  .the  Rojmi  Bmiob  during  the 
coiitinnance  of  his  Majesty's  present  malady  \  as  also  to  pro* 
▼ide  for  the  rcsuraptioh  of  the  Royal  Authority  by  his  Ma« 
^v  n|nn  liis  lestoffitioii.  to' h^th.' 

Jfr.  W.  SpgUh  rose,  tiot  fglt  %h»  purpose  of  opposhi^  the 
niotiott,  but  shorlly  t»ea  press  his  seniMents  on  the  stfljtoC 
uflNkr  consideiatton.  Those  who  felt  as.b^  did,  Ibat  great' 
iiiischief  bad  been  pvodvced  <l>y  the  dibilofy^  jpfoceedings  of 
Muipten,  wooM  certainly  ncitivish  t*  ptsotitict  the  prooeed- 
ings  any  farther  by  unnecessary  discusrioifr.  •  He  could  ncit^ 
howe^fer^  ttiroid  shortly  entering  bis  protest  io  the  coarse  pnN 
sued  by  his  Majesty's  Miaistel^s*  He,  for  h0]|iTt,  thought 
that  the  proper  way  for  that  House  to  shew  its  respect  to  hk 
Majesty  was  by  the  wisdoM^  gravity,  aifd  ifelicacy  of  fhoii: 
deliberations,  before  tbe>faot*of  tbe  noeeisity  of  siipp1y4iig»' 
the  Royal  Authoritv  was  bon^monieated  to  the  public* ;'  In^ 
after  that  necessity  had  been  coBimiinieitted  tti  the  publte, 
he  il  bought  that  ao  fiirtlWritigiQe  ought  hi  have  been  lost,  but 
that  the  deficiency  iii  the  exercise  at  the  K^^wl  Authoriljr 
should  haTs  bpeh  ipwcdmtely  supplieii.    lio^  iwst  4be^« 
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fbrift  pmtert  itfafinrt  tlie  Omit  ckitajrwhCoii  had  b^i!fi  <lbca^ 
8iM«d  lyf  dw  ebursb  tfdopTed  By  <t«  Maje^t/^  MMbfers. 

Jj«h;ve  wa^  tbe»  given  to  favitig  iti  tlie  BiH^i  ftnd  Ihie  C6M^ 
edibr  df  tHe  Exch^diierznsccHtlingly  hroQgbt  it  iii;  II  >^i 
Radatii^iigtii^foy'tW Spanker,  am  ordered  to  be'  rdbd  n  ^ 
eond  time  tiHtnonrdir^and  io'he  printed.  * 

TkeChancklhr  of  tht  Excheqtmr  ro^  and^lftt^,  tbsft 
tberetvcrs  two*  points  to  whlieh  he  wiblled  tt>  difr<^l4i«'att<^ri^ 
iion  of  ibe'Honie.  He  had,  betbre  th^  ParYiaftieht  wiis 
«pehed,  moved  that  the  House  shoald  be  called  over  01^^ 
T'handay. .  This  motion  he  thoni^Lf  it  was'  now  n^bessart 
to  nmew.  TUsirns  the  first  point,  and  be  wontd  tfondo^  . 
with  a  motion  accordirtgtiy.  The  second  point  was  respect^ 
ingtha  regulaition  which  the  House  always  thought  it  con^ 
^venient  to  adopt  with  respeist  to  the  time  of  bringing  in 
Privmle  Bills.  It  was  inrpossible  for  him  to  know  what 
ivoirid  pnibslUy  be  the  opinion  of  the  Regent  with  ffesped  to 
ibe  propriety  of  atiy  adjonrhment  or  prorogation  of  nrlia^^ 
irieiit  aner  the  qnestion  of  the  Regency  was  settled .  I  f  those 
5vfbom  his  Rojml  Higdess  shoifld  choose  for  iilsadviser^  v^^rfe 
of  opinion,  that  any  adjournment  or  protx>gation  would  be 
j«dVBhMe,  thht  chrcamstamee  i^oald  certainly  be'  ah  inter- 
fwptimi  to  the  regular  course  of  the  session,  oh  vhU;h  be 
siiuat  calenihte  as  to  tb<e  time  whidi  ought  to  be  timtled  for 
bringing  in  Private  Bills.  Every  body  must  pereeive,  that 
some r^ulation  would  be  necessary  on  this  subject;  and 
he  therefore  gave  notice,  that  he  would  bring  it  forward  on 
a^futute  day.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  HoUs^  be 
catleA  over  on  Th'ursdayv 

[^Tbis  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  h 
Adjourned.  J 


■H 


HOUSE  OF  COMMON*. 

W&DNKSOAYy  JANVART  16. 

.  Alt.  Bankes  gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  Mondlqr 
aext  move  to  revive  the  Committee  on'  Public  Expenditure*; 
ako  to  xevive  the  Commitlee  of  kist  settioo,  on  Sineeeee 
OAces  and  Pensions^ 

PRlVAtB' BILLS. 

.  The  Chdncellor  of  the  Exehequtr^  pursaaiit  to  tte  noUoe 
irbich  be  had  given  yesteideyi^  rose  to  move  to  uppoint  pt- 
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riods,  witbb  whieh  reapcfbtively  tbe  acTbnil  sta^  onPli« 
yate  Petitions  v^hA  Bills  should  be  limited .  It  was  dcteiraUei 
from  the  experience  of  late  years,  that  thesij  stages  sbobid 
be  fixed  at  this  period  of  the  senion ;  witli  annndeTstandilig 
ihowever,  in  the  House,  that,  if  it  shonld  be  the  pTeasnte  m 
the  Prince  Regent  that  any  adjournment-  or  prorogation  of 
Parliament  should  take  place  for  any  limited  period,  such 
H  circumstance  should  be  taken  into  consideration  as  to  any 
altemtion  of  the  times  now  to  be  fixed  for  the  difierent  stages 
of  Private  Bills.  As  parties  soliciting  subh  acts  must  have 
already  given  their  notices  in  the  provincial  papers,  and  ne^ 
cessarily  had  the  business  in  contemplation  berore  the  dose 
of  last  session,  they  ought  to  be  read  v  at  any  time  to  cone 
ibrwanl  with  their  petitions.  He  should  fix  on  Friday, 
the  ist  of  February  next,  as  the  last  day  for  leceivinj^  Pri» 
vate  Petitions ;  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  March  ^  as  the  last 
day  for  Deceiving  Bills  on  rrivate  Petitions :  and  on  Mbhday 
the  S9th  of  April,  as  the  last  day  for  receiving  Reports  dia 
Private  Bills.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
.movinif  three  Resolutions  to  that  efiiect,  which  were  seveiallj 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  Uie  motion  of  Mr.  Lushington,  the  Committee 
. Expiring  Laws  was  renewed;    and  the  several  four  o 
tomary  mnSiets  made  .to  enable  the  Committee  to  discharge 
its  functions. 

KEGENCY   BILL. 

The  ChnnceUor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  be 
should  to-morrow  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Secret 
Committee  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  Privy  Pursr, 
and  the  several  charges  aifecting  the  same.  His  object  in 
proposing  this  examination,  was  jo  render  the  discussion  of 
a  clause  in  the  Bill  on  this  subject  less  difficult  or  perplexing 
than  it  otiierwise  would  l)e.  Those  gcntlcaien  who  bore  in 
mind  thd proceedings  of  1789,  would  recollect  that  conside- 
rable discussion  took  place  as  to  the  mode  of  appropriating, 
the  funds  of  the  Privy  Purse,  for  the  pay  of  salaries  and  pen* 
sioDS,  and  such  other  charges  as  may  have  been  assigndl 
upon  it  by  his  Majesty,  The  jealousies  and  embarassments 
which  were  excited  and  felt  upon  that  occasion,  arose  alter* 
.  gether  from  the  omission  to  institute  any  previous  inquiry 
upon  the  subject.  Gentlemen,  therefore,  he  was  penuaded, 
would  think  with  him,  that  to  avoid  any  difficulties  like 
Ihpse  experienced  on  the  former  occasiooi  it  would  be  mueli 


Wuer  to  rc^root^  every  ground  of  question  or  doubt,  by  ia«- 
stitutiDg  an  inquiry  into  the  subject  before  tbey  should  come 
to  the  discossjon  of  the  particular  clause.  He  had  reasoa 
Co  tbiok  that  the  inquiry  would  not  be  long,  and  that  if  tMe 
Secret  Cominittee  should  be  appointed  to-morrow,  the  re- 
jport  might  confidently  be  expected  to  be  made  early  on 
JPriday.  And,  as  it  was  not  probable  that  the  House  would 
he  abfe  to  get  through  the  whole  Bill  in  oneday^  they  wduld 
liAve  the  benefit  of  the  report  on  Friday. 
-  The  R^ency  Bill  was  then,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chan- 
'Cellur  of  the  Exchequer,  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
io  be  committed  to-morrow. — Adjourned. 
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king's    privy     purse. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (before  the  House  should 
proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Regency  Bill)  ruse^  pursuant  to  his  notice  yester* 
day,  to  move  the  appointment  of  a  Secret  Committee,  fo 
exumine  into  and  report  upon  the  state  of  his  Majesty's 
Privy  Purse.  Ashe  did  not  apprehend  any  objection  would 
1>e  made  to  liis  motion,  he  should  proceed  to  move  ^\  that 
a  Secret  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into,  and  to 
report  upon  what  payments  were  ordinarily  directed  by  his 
Majesty  to  be  made  out  of  his  Privy  Purse,  and  also  what 
part  of  them  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for  during  the 
continuance  of  bis  Majesty's  indi^sposuiou." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  after  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Committee  should  consist  of  nine,  the  following  mem- 
bers were  nominated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

chequer, 
Lord  Castlereagh, 
Mr.  Secretary  Kyder, 
Mr.  Adam, 


Mr.  Ponsonby, 
Mr.  Canning, 
Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  Bathurst,  and 
I  Mr.  Wilberforce. 


Five  were  ordered  to  be  a  quorum. 

REGaNCr    Blhh. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  naoved  the  order  of  ibe 
day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  Regency  Bill.    Oo 


the  ^eali^a  liekig  pat>  dint  the  Speskev  ^  lonre  iIm 

ilf#$.  Hm'fMt  (of  Keri7>  loee,  boireTer  imwiUta^  be 
jviglittbe.to  tEe.«|»aM' ufNoo  iheatteatioo  of  the  Honse,  oi  to 
BB^arA  th^  piogr6i9  of  the  Bill,  tosav  a. few  words  upon 
tbi»iiii||ortBa4.siUi]>Bt.  The  honourable  gentlemaa.thrn^ 
niter  takii^  a  ooiM6e  Wew  of  the  nature  of  ibe  meadnAd^ 
ud  of  the  cirooiMtances  which  bad  attended  the  progreifc 
iof  the  Bill  of  1789,  opoo  which  thia  was  foaiMied>.  avowed 
Unttelf  friendly  to  tbd  principle  of  the  Bill — to  a  res^ric-^ 
|ioQ  of  the  powers  of  the  Regent  so  far  as  may  be  dcc6»- 
aary  for  the  safe  du«UK]y  of  bis  Majesty's  persefi«  and  the 
security  of  his  private. property;  bat>  in  a  moment  like 
the  present,  he  could  not  agree  tt>  any  other  limitations  of 
the  Royal  prerogplives  to  }am  pku.*ed  i&  the  hands  of  the 
Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  Whitbread  deiired  to  know  whether  the  Resolutions 
agreed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Parliaaieot  had  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  this  Bill  ^  as,  if  not,  he  should  .feel 
il  to  be  his  duty,  to  move  that  these  Resolutions  should  be 
■a*  referred^  Efis  object  in  wishing  to  ha^  the  Resolutions 
tif  thetwo  Hoases  brought  imtnediately  under  the' consi*> 
Aeration  pf  the  Committee,  was,  that  they  might,  in*  go- 
ing through  the  Bill,  be  able  to  ascertain  how  far  the  frs^ 
ttiers  of  it  bad  adhered  to,  or  departed  from^  the  purport 
ef '  those  Resolutions ;  and,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mista- 
Iten,  ft  wodd  be  found  that  the  departure  from  the  tenour 
^  the  Reaohrtions  by  the  framers  of  the  Bill  was  greater 
riian  had  taken:  place  in  atiy  instance  within  his  recollect 
tionJnParUamem.  / 

The  Resolutions  not  having  been  previously  referr^,  it 
WHS  then  ordered 'that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tee open  the  Bill,  that  they  have  power  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  Resohittons  of  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament respecting  the  Regency* 

The  House  having  .res<Sved  iotothe  Gottimittee  on  the 
Bill,  Mr.  Lushiagtoo  in  the  chair; 

The  first  and  secood  clauses^  were  agreed  to*  On  tllat 
])art  of  the  diirdy  respecting  the  siguature  to  be  substituted 
for  the  sigawiiaiuial,  bein^  read. 

The  X^/iancdlor  of  the  Exchequer ^  as  tliis  dause  bad  not 
made  a  part  of  the  former  Bill,  felt  it  necessary  to  explain 
to  the  Committee  the  grounds  upon  which  it  had  been  in* 
traduced  into  this.    As  the  former  BiH  was  worded|  it  was 
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doubtfo)  how  the  Regent  was  to  sign  any  instmments,  to 
^e  them  validity ;  whether  he  waa  to  sign  in  the  KiDg*t 
name,  in  his  own  name«  or  in  the  King*8  name  by  his  own, 
Theformer  Biti,  too,  required  the  lignatare  to  be  in  wonlr 
,«t  length.  This  clause,  then,  was  introduced  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  any  doubt  on  the  former  head;  and,  vm 
there  were  many  and  muhi&riouB  documents  wartwrg  to  be' 
«itgned,  it  was  thought  desirable  that  the  labour  of  tn^  Re* 
gent,  iti  applying  the  Royal  signature,  should  be  as  mti<^ 
abridged  as  possible,  and  consequently  the  initials  O.  R. 
by  G.  P.  R.  were  substituted  for  the  names  at  len^tfi.  It 
wa»  deemed  necessary,  too,  to  provide  in  the  Acx  itseff  fbr* 
the  validity  of  such  signature^  in  order  that  no  doubt  on  the' 
eobject  should  operate  upon  minds  such  as  Mr.  LarpentX 
or  othefrs.  These  were  the  grounds  for  the  introductioo  of 
the  clanse ;  but  he  should  be  happy  co  attend  to  any  sug* 
gestidn  or  amendment  which  might  come  from  the  quartet 
most  interested  in  the  provision. 

^  Mt,  Adam  had  no  objection  to  the  course  points  out  by 
bis  right  honourable  friend,  for  the  reasons  iiehaid  stated;^ 
subject,  however^  to  an  understandi0g»  that  if  any  thing' 
should  occur  afterwards,  to  render  any  allenuion'in  the 
clause  desirable,  the  amendment  mfghc  be  made  on  the' 
report.  The  clause  was  then  agreed  to,,  and  a  amafl  t  a& 
ter  the  last  R.  was  ordered  to  be  omitted. 

The  fourth  clause,  ])roviding  for  the  security  of  placea' 
held  dchring  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  to  thepersbns  holding' 
the  same,  until  the  Regent  shall  declare  his  pleasure  td  tfate 
contrary,  being  read,  was  negatived. 
yQti  a  clause  being  read,  beginning,  *'  And  b^  it  fertlter 
enacted,  that  when  nis  Majesty  shalt  be  restored  to  such  a 
3tHte  of  health  as  to  be  capsible  of  resuming  the  functions    ' 
of  the  Roval  aiithoritj^," 

Mr.  fvhitbread  said,  he  was  aware  of  the  delicate  na*^ 
ture  of  the  subject  on  which  he  was  about  to  enter,  but  he 
ftlt'it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  th^  wording. of  this  clause.— 
He  believed  that  the  expression  now  made  use  of,  namely, 
*  that  when  his  Majesty  shall  be  restored  to  such  a  state  of 
health  as  to  be  capable  of  resuming  the  functions  of  the  . 
Royal  authority,*  were  different  from  the  expressions  made 
use'of  in  the  Bill  of  178!;.  He  did  not  recollect  the  pre- 
cise expressions  of  that  Bill,  but  he  thought  he  was  sure 
tlKit  they  were  different  from  iliose  in  tlie  present.    How- 
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ever,  should  this  expression  happen  to  be  exactly  that  of 
the  Bill  in  1789;  tbe  circumstances  of  the  present  period 
fender  them  now  totally  improper^  for  he  believed  tnat  no 
state  of  health  would  enable  his  Majesty,  with  propriety, 
to  resume  the  Royal  authority,  except  that  of  complete 
mental  health.  This  House  and  the  country  are  perfectly 
aware  that  several  times  since  1789  his  Mujesty  has  not 
been  in  perfect  mental  health.  This  was  clearly  established 
by  tbe  examination  of  the  Physicians  before  the  Commit- 
tees of  this  House  and  the  House  of  Lords ;  yet,  during 
these  periods  of  Hoyal  incapacity,  it  was  well  known,  that 
the  functions  of  the  Governmeot  had  been  carried  on  with* 
out  Interruption.  He  should  wish  a  more  precise  language 
to  be  adopted.  He  wished  to  substitute  the  words,  "  that, 
when  his  MfljestT  shall  be  restored  to  a  full  state  of  mental, 
bealth,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  resuming  the  Government/' 
The  subject,  however,  would  come  more  properly  to  be  dis- 
CDSsed  in  an  after  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  th^t  he  was  not 
coDvinced  by  any  thing  that  bad  fallen  from  the  honour* 
•ble  gentleman,  of  the  propriety  of  the  alteration  suggested 
by  bim.    The  expression  made  use  of  in  the  Bill  was  ex* 
actly  that  of  the  iill  in  1789*   That  honourable  gentleman 
bad  urged  as  a  reason  for  departing  from  the  expression  ^ 
used  in  the  Bill  of  1789i  that  the  country  was  now  in  a[ 
different  state  from  what  it  was  then  in.     He  could  not 
allow  that  such  an  argument  could  carry  any  weight  whb ' 
it*     He  denied  the  proposition  of  the  honourable  gentle* 
man.   They  were  not  at  present  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
country.     The  present,  he  contended,  was  a  eeueral  con- 
stitutional question,  not  affected  by  any  sucn  particular 
circumstance.     He  could,  therefore,  not  see  tlie  propriety 
of  the  alteration.    It  might,  no  doubt,  be  proper  wnen  a. 
notification  was  first  made  to  the  country  bv  the  Physicians 
of  his  Majesty,  of  his  recovery,  to  specify  the  particular, 
state  of  his  health ;  but  he  con'tended,  that  when  his  Ma* 
jesty  should  present  himself  to  the  country,  and  declare  his 
intention  to  resume  bis  authority,  there  could  not  be  tbe 
smallest  hesitation  about  his  right.     He  repeated,  thathf 
saw  no  difference  between  the  periods  of  1811  and  1789.-— 
If  any  of  those  at  the  helm  of  affairs  have  at  any  time  mis-* 
conducted  themselves,  it  may  then  be  a  matter  of  charge 
agaiuht  theiii ;  but  this  could  be  no  reason  for  depaitiog 
from  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 


/ 
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JlCr.  ffhiiireaif  vigrecd  with  the  riglit  hoooTinible  gentle* 
ixiaf^,  thnt  wfaen  his  Majefttj  sb^ll  present  hiraseif  to  the  ; 
nation  in  perieet  health,  no  authority  can  keep  Mm  from 
his  throne ;  but  he  contended,  that  trotn  the  circumstanee  ^ 
whlck  he  had  statedt  it  became  necei^snrj  to  define  what  is 
perfect  heaith.  He  ihaintained  that  it  was  notoi^ions^  thot 
the  Royal  anthority  had  been  exercised  when  his  Majesty 
was  not  in  perfect  health ;  and  it  therefore  became  neces** 
sary,  that  a  clause  should  be  intrpdaced,  which  might  re^ 
move  all  doubts  on  the  subject.  He  said  he  bad  seen  the 
Regency  Biit  of  I7<S9  before  coming  to  the  House/  and  be* 
lieved  that  the  expression  in  it  differed  Axim  that  proposed 
at  present. — Plit  and  carried. 

OtT  the  reading  of  the  ciadse,  ''  And  be  it  further  enact- 
ed. That  the  said  Regent  shall  bie  deemed' and  be  taken  to- 
be  a  person  holding  and  executing,  an  office  and  place  of 
trust  within  f^!and,  and'  shall  take  and  subscrioe  such 
oaths,  and  make  and  subscribe  such  declaration,  am)  cfo 
air  such  acts  as  are  required  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of 
thatpart6f  Che  United  KUngdom  cafted  England,  to  cjua* 
Iffy  persons  to  hold  offices  and  places  oF  trust ;  and  to  con* 
tinoe  in  the  same  in  such  manner  as  in  and  by  tbe  said  laws 
and  statutes  are  required,  and  under  such  pains,  penuhies, 
forfeitures,  and  disabilities,  as  are  therein  and  thereby  i(p^ 
pointed  and  ordained." 

Shr  Samuel  SomUly  ^taied^  that  this  clause  appeared  to 
him  to  be  more  objectionable  than  any  other  in  the  BfQ, 
tn  it  (be  Prince  is  aeclared  to  lie  holding  an  office  of  trusf— • 

.  he  is  made  amenable,  like  any  other  individual,  to  the  laws 
of  the  country.  The  effect  of  this  clause  cannot  tail  to  strike 
the  mind  of  every  person ;  it  goes  to  operate  a  complete 

»  change  in  (he  government  under  which  we  live. — ^To  make 

.  the  t)erBon  entrusted  with  the  Royal  Authority  amenable  to 
the  laws,  may  be  a  better  mode  of  government  than  the  one 
under  which  we  live ;  but  it  was  not  the  goverriment  of  oor 
t^oiistitutioo.  He  remembered  hearing  tbe  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  state  to  the  House,  that  the  maxim,  ^^  The 
King  can  do  no  wrong,**  applied  equally  ix}  the  Prince;  btit 
that  bis  advisers  were  in  like'm^ner,  with  those  of  the 

.  Kingi  amenable  to  the  nation.  How  can  he  reconcile  such 
a  maxbn  wfth  the  present  clause  ? — Does  he  mean  that  this 
irholesome  maxim  shall  be  relinquished,  and  that  the  Ri^^t 
may  be  broiisht  to  trial  for  what  he  should  do  in  Ihe  exer- 
cise of  his^ffice?-^ Would  he  have  an  information  filed  by  " 
Vol.  I.~I81L  3  X 


his  Majesty's  SoHcitar<ScnemI  against  him  ?  With  respept 
to  the  Rffeiicy  being  a  trust,  be  had  lyo  doubt  that  the 
cik^  of  Kbig  was  abo  a  trust — ^but  to  declare  that  the  person 
who  holds  iSc  kingly  oiBoe  is  amenable  to  the  laws  of  hi» 
icountry,  is  subversive  of  the  most  important  .principle  of 
our  Constitution.  He  was  astonished  that  the  danger  of  tliis 
clause  could  escape  the  Committee,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  not  consider  the  remarks  which  he  had  thrown  oUt  a& 
unsuitable  or  improper.  He  had  had  no  opportunity  of 
communicating  with  any  of  the  members  ofHhe  Committee 
on  the  subject  before  now,  otherwise  he  wouki  have  previously 
suggested  an  alteration  respecting  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  know  whetfi^ 
the  learned .  gentleman  had  looked  into  the  Bill  of  1789, 
which  contained  a  clause  exactly  similar  to  the  present ;  or 
whether  lie  had  looked  into  the  Act  5  Geo.  III.  where- 
it  will  be  found^  that  the  Regent  is  to  qualil^  as  for 
an  office  of  trust ;  or  into  the  Act  24  Geo.  iL  which 
contains'a  clause  of  the  same  description.  If  he  had,  he 
would  have  found,  that  in  inserting  tne  present  clause,  they 
were  only  following  w]mt  had  been  done  in  1788  and  1789, 
and  other  periods  when  a  Regent  has  been  named.  He 
would,  therefore,  put  it  to  the  Coasmittee,  if  it  would  be 
desirable  to  depart  from  precedent  on  this  occasion  i  There 
can  b6  no  doubt  that  the  objections  of  the  learned  gentleman  i 

would  not  be, at  all  obviated  by  the  leaving  out  of  the  | 

clause.  This  is  not  enough ;  it  would  re(|uire  an  express 
enactment-*-an  enactment,  that  the  Regent  is  not  to  be  ac- 
cpuntaUe  to  the  country  for  his  admuitstretion.  The  Re- 
gency was  an  office  not  known  to  the  Constitution,  and 
therefore,  very  properly  distinguished  from  the  office  of 
King.  He  contHided,  tlmt  nothmg  in  the  dause  could  have 
the  monstrous  effect  that  the  honourable  and  leaned  gentle*^ 
man  anticipated  from,  it  He  agreed  with  him  that  the  Re* 
gent's  advisers  were  precisely  in  tlie^same  situation  in  re^rd 
toihe  countrvi  as  the  ministers  of  the  King  ;  but  it  did  not 
follow  from  this,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Uogentwastu  be 
exempt  from  inouiry ;  and  he  repeated,  that  the  removal  of 
(he  clause  would  not  have  the  effect  of  producing  any  alle* 
ration  in  that  lespect. 

Sir  T.  Turton  felt  the  more  impressed,,  from  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last^ 
of  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  ma  of  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  had  objected  to  this  chiii^.    Here 
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it  wat  exprasly  hid  down,  at  Ica^t  was  left  to  be  inferred, 
tiiat  Ihe  Regent  was  to  be  a  responsible  person,  accountable 
tn  the  acts  of  his  government.  In  other  dises  of  R^enls 
and  Councils,  such  lesponsibility  might  be  supposed  natu- 
rafly  to  attach ;  but  that  oould  not  be  fairly  ai^ed  as  a 
principle  applicable  to  a  sole  Regent— one  w^io  had,  or 
ought  to  have,  the  whose  Repa  rotestas.  in  One  thing 
stated  by  the  iright  honourable  gentleman  (Perceval),  that  wc 
knew  nothing  in  our  law  books  of  a  Ri^^t,  he  oould  not 
agree,  in  the  12th  and  19th  of  Edward  111.  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  find  that  R^ents  had  b^n  ap- 
pointed without  any  limitations. — He  could  not,  therefore^ 
consent  to  the  wording  of  this  clause. 

Mr.  Henry  Smith  conceived  that  a  certain  duty  devolved 

on  the  Regent,  for  the  execution  of  which  he  must  be  pre- 

-aumed  to  be  held  responsible.  But,  if  not  to  be  a  responsible 

oflicer,  that,  to  his  conception,  must  be  done  by  an  express 

cbMwe,  declaring  that  to  be  the  fact 

Mr.  'HenHy  conceived  the  present  clause  to  be  com- 
pletely at  variahce  with  the  Resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,  by 
which  his  Royal  Highness  had  been  called  on  to  take  on  him^ 
self  the  administration  of  the  executive  duties  of  th<^  Crown,' 
M  the  name  of  the  King,  thersbv  shewing  that  be  was  to  be 
an  irresponsible  person.  Was  be  now,  however,  to  be  told 
Chat  he,  who  was  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  Grown,  was 
to  be  treated  as  an  exciseman  ?  If  this  was  the  mode  in 
which  they  meant  to  act  towards  his  Royal  Highness,  t(iey 
#ugKl  to  address  him  afresh,  and  toll  him,  that  though  hie 
was  to  exarcise  the  whole  functions  of  Royalty,  in  the  place 
and  in  the  name  of  bis  fotber,  still  be  was  to  be  treated  and 
-to  be  n^rded  as  the  lowest  ofltoer  holding  a  place  of  trnst 
or  confidence  under  the  Crown.  Of  this,  at  least,  he  (Mr. 
Tiemey )  was  certain,  that  tlie  terms  of  the  Resolutbns  come 
to  b  V  the  two  Houses,  and  by  them  presented  to  the  Prince 
of  Wate,  and  this  chuis^in  thefiill^  were  completely  at  va- 
tiance.  He  submitted  that  it  would  be  better  it  the  oaths  to 
be  required  of  the  Regent  were  put  into  a  clajise  by  them* 
selves.  When  it  was  considered  thai  the  Regent  whom  the 
Bill  proposed  appointing,  was  Prince  of  Wales-^the  Heir 
Apparent — ^a  Privy  Counsellor*— he  thought  it  was  too  much 
to  describe  him  in  sneh  discespectful  terms,  as  a  persoHd 

Mr.  Phrevo/ trusted,  when  it  was  staled  that  the  clause 
in  question  was  token  verbtitim  from  the  Bill  introduced  in 
]789,  it^puld  not  be  imputed  to  him  that  he  could  have 
had  any  iiiten^ioa  of  treating  hb  Royal  Highness  as  an  ex- 
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.cbemah,  tk  in  any  manner  which  oii^it  not  liefiupppaed  to 

curiy  "with  it  the.  higfaort  r«qxrct.    if  his  itonouraUe  aad 

laini€d  friend  wonld  rend  the  Bill  of  i789,  he  would  find 

•that  thej  had  not  de£rraded  the  Pvinee  of  Wale^,  ibul  lli«t 

*they  had'becn  rei||ula1ed  entirrtj  liythe  claosses  ki  that  8iU 

—and  they  woul'ifind  it,  and  the  ciausoB  by  whidb  it  .was 

ioUowed,  were  esrocdy  in  pursnance  of  the  RtiiolutionB  of 

the  two  flouaes,  and  of  the  prooeedii^  in  1789,  oA  wbioh 

^tho0e  ReBolutiona  wen  bnilt.     After  this  it  was  i^parent 

that  it  could  not  have  been  in  his  content  plation,  by  the  ii»- 

'troductionoftMiclanse,  tod^radethe  Prinoe  of  WaJet.: 

iKit  it  did  bot  now  seem  to  him  to  be  neoenaiy  to  aher  what 

Ittd  been  agreed  to  in  1789^ — The  right  honourable  gentk- 

man  (Tiemey)  had  said  that  t tie  ^oaths  proposed  in  this 

•clause  to-be  administered  to  the  H^ent,  might  be  apared*-*- 

(Sir  S.  Smmllv  iM^  'tkt  nalh  admimkered  to  ihe  Brein 

man).    Was  toat  a  fiiir  description  of  the  matter,  becaiiee 

that  was  the  law  oath  of  the  exciseman,  as  well  as  of  eveiy 

other  descfipl ion  of  persons  holding  officios  io  the  country, 

«and  thatihis  honoumbk  and  learned  friend  should  hold  this 

as  an  unaeoessar^  degradation  of  the  Regent  ?    Such  an  idea 

.  lie  trompletely  disclaimed— and  if  his  honomable  and  leaned 

:ftiend  wonU  point  out  any  other  words  which  would  aflswtr 

itheobjectand  mrghtseem  less  objectionable^  heshould  notop- 

po^  die  alteration.  Bnt  when  it  was  obaerml  that  these  same 

iwoids  were  to  have  applied  iothe6ih;G€ci.  IU»loallthe  pee* 

^ernis  wbowcielo:have  any  share.in  the.RegfRoytthen  proposed 

te  be  provided  for,  it  .wootd  be  for  the  Commitlee  to  oos^ 

«ider  if  they  ought  to 'depart  {from.ihts  preeatleiit  on  their 

Statute-book,,  tet  they  ithottld  seem  to  subject  thea»4vei 

Jto  thealkgod  charge  of  mating  diartspectfuUy  to  the  JSe* 

4jeDt. 

Mr*  Pamenlu/  thought  all  the  objrctiofis  B^ghtberemr* 
^diad  by  the  omission. of 'certain  worcis  i)f  <lho  piopeasd* 
•idadse;  andhewaaoertaiD,  if.biieh  words 'mii^ht  be lOiaitted 
iout  of «  clause  tdating  to  aoy  il^p^t fat  any 'ihue  to.be  a{H  • 
■pointed  in  tbisronntry^  they  ntigbt  saielybe  omitted  in  this  ^ 
case,  where  tbi'  person  propoaed  to  be. appointed  waathis 
iHeirwApiwrcnt  to  ib6  Grows,  ^and  of  full  age.    1-be  wpcda 
ibe  shoula 'propose  Io  omit  were  the  ibUoi«nng--*-^Vdhattbe 
deemed' and  talopQ  to  be  a  person  ba/riag  .and  executing  Am 
offiiv  and  pbee  of  trust  within  .EdglaistJ,  and^''~r."    TBe 
.omissian  oi  those  words  would  do  AWf^  the  iAferenoe  of 
itBjpansibiiity,  sas  appliad)le  to  the  person  of  tbe .  Regent) 
whish  they  wdO  cMUlated^  ;while  'they  nanatned  in  the 
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:iiqpute  QoiDsequeiioe  to  jthes^  wonls^  .and  ^vfii  to  0Uc|^  |(^  . 
they  must  be  proper,  liepause  thcv  bad  «fuMmiyyl  'k.raJUl 
introduced  ia  thie  >ear  1J89,  ^vt,  porb^f^jtib^eiieivfiitn^ 
might  ihave  escaped  Mhs^nration^tUiat  Aiedei  AV  coniSguwAe 
of  tficpne  not  beiog  then  in  Pactiamcnt  i^|ur,|piK^  fPwmriX 
.o((ke.«cutea(^,4in.d  of  the  j^altf^dwtifesiioaalffcftowliji^ 
oi'.bis  hQn.,and  loanied  iVicad  (Sir  S.  R.)rfry(JklM!9Snfif^i9$ ^  Mp 
Mimsteriul  tide  pj  the  Uouse.)  G«uUomeo4P^i|9ht  lemw^c; 
but  he  did  not  tstmvffi  it  a  dispanigejnant  t^.a9|f  }fU4l^rtoiiiy 
that  it  might  so  .happei.v  tbat  tlicre  m\g\\i  Q0t  is^  i^  wfi 
.House  of  Commqnfi,  alftheip^rind.tu  -wi^ioh  iMB  aUndod^^itniiii 
.of  thesameucutencj)^,  and  of  .tSu;  sape  ,gcii(u;uii^iui  ee^dftftr 
sive  profcHsIoaai  »kill  ami  kaowle^gCy  as  IiJsAo»>Oiimftbl^iftM 
leaxneyi  friend;  and  that  it  might  be  owiji^  to  tWiQiffQlloir 
stance  that  the.ckiuse.appeared  in4hat;Pill,in  (li^  j^ji^t^Mh 
able  sliape  in  .which  it  now  stood,  and  in  mbijob  M  HA 
been  .introduced  into  the  pivesent  Bill*  As  to  dalnnir  iMm 
necessary  -oaths,  he  was  satisfied  the  .Dria^  xQf  V(jiim 
would  have  no  otg«ctioo,  and  ,he  Q^t.  JPon^oahy;)  :9|ia)Mll^ 
liave  had  theJ^sa^o^^olion  to  the  inti^uciian>qf  ^HohiOfdw* 
had  the  Regent  proposed  to  be  appointed  been  ai^  tplhit 
than 'tlie  Heir- Apparent.  Ileahould  .propos0  to  omit. the 
iiprords  he  had,  beibns  read,  by  wMch  tb^iy  w^ald  lmi^*Al|B 
'  question  of  responsibility  untouched.  .. 

Sir  Scaiw^  JRomilfy  assaned  the  rjight  bon^imble  gp^fkh 
n^  (PerceYaUyibatbedid^apt  mean  ^ei4puslyrt0!if|im(eto 
binx  any  desirie  of  insnlting  bis  Aoyal  Uig^W-  mejbiid 
,xe£3ffred  to  the  exciseman's  oath,  simply  with  tbi^MM^  0£ 
^pointing  out  of  what  description  the  prpp^^^d^^ihs  mp^9 
iund  wbichy  in  hjs  opmioi),  i(  m^  nQttQQsiipbkitbat  tttie 
JPrmce  of  Wales  sbonld  be  required  to  t^k^  ¥>  ^ms^  mn41 
Imown  that  tbe^  were^become  usele^j  vtbattbovQUf  Aililf  of 
..those  to  wbool  it  was^lready  .prescribed  io-M^  ttbeWi  idU 
sUQt  lake  them;  and  tbatim  Aqt  wasjiassedji^uual^^  Wldem* 
4)ifyb3gaU  wboiomitted  todoao.  Weret  tb<^  tl^nt^4i|ipq||B 
.  tbe^Mtb  oa  therRegeiit  without  cause,  and  to  tell  bim'tbat4)|e 
^omission  .of  takuiff  it  aubjeqtod.  him  to  .the  <  iforjsitme  ^qf  iWli 
4(ffice?  He  Goiud  nat  puffer,  however,  ^thatrnpy^dcM^ 
ahould  ^epain  las  to  ib^  ^mture  of  ibe  iGoastivitfii^  ftndit 
which  we  lived,  wiiiob  m«st  be  the4»se.if  .itifas  b^fit  in 
•  uncertain^,  wbqtber'  (be  Koasnt  was^ito  i  be  a  mpomib)ai«pr 
mi .  irreipoiMible  pws^Q*  Vms  not  tli^  ftvt  fjl^iMo  lifi  Mip 
«BiU  conclusive.o^  t)MS:«^^t?  .  }^}bfiy.n9kfiim9^^i1» 
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adininistntioo  of  the  Royal  anfhority,  daring  fcis  MajesTy's 
'indisposition^  to  be  czefcifled  in  his  name  bjr  the  Regent? 
And  was  that  not  a  part  of  the  prerogative,  the  most  im- 
portant in  itself  and  m  its  oonseqnenoes  to  the  country,  that 
the  King  can  do  no  wron^  ?  He  was  snrprised  to  have 
heard  it  questioned,  that  this  should  equally  apply  to  any 
penon  invested  with  the .  Royal  prerogatives ;  and  be 
thought  it  essential  that  the  House  sbouM  learn  the  senti- 
ments of  the  King's  law  oiRcers  on  the  subject,  and  if  this 
was  their  optBioh.  His  own  opinion  was  jimdedj  that  the 
'  Kin^  can  do  no  wrong ;  he  was,  of  consequence,  also  of 
opinion,  that  some  person  or  other  must  be  responsible  for 
any  act  which  might. be*  done;  and,  if  this  clause  now 
otgected  to  should  be  struck  out,  he  bad  no  doubt  that  the 
leqponsibility  could  not  be  supposed  to  attach  to  the  Regent, 
but  to  those  servants  who  might  be  employed  under  him. 
If  others  should  be  of  a  contmry  opinion,  according  to  his 
view  of  the  inoportanoe  of  the  question,  be  thought  the 
best  thing '  the  (x>mmittee  could  do  wonki  be  to  postpone 
the  clause,  to  give  them  more  time  to  reflect  before  they 
sanctioned  a  doctrine  quite  new,  and  unknown  to  the  Cou« 
stitution. 

ilfr.  Stephen  should  have  been  of  opinion  with  the 
honburable  and  leained  gentleman,  that  the  words  proposed 
to  be  omitted  should  be  left  out  of  the  clause ;  but  when  he 
keard  it  contended,  that»  to  the  whole  extent  of  his  acts, 
'the  Ri^gent  must  be  held  completely  irresponsible,  be  must 
declare  that  he  ^^as  of  a  vety  d\Setcnt  opinion,  and  it 
would  give  him  great  uneasineBS  to  see  such  a  doctrine 
lightly  treated  in  the  Committee.— ^He  admitted  that  m 
Chief  Ifagistmte  could  not  be  punished  whHe  he  continued 
in  office ;  and  that,  as  in  the  case  of  a  Governor  of  a 
Cdony,  he  was  irresponsible  till  the  dissolution  of  his  trust. 
But  was  it  ever  beard  that  he  was  irresponsible  at  the  time 
'  iif  hb  leaving  his  government  ?  So,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
a  Regent  would  become  responsible  for  his  acts,  nt  tbo 
termination  of  his  Rc^gency*  That,  after  the  sovereign 
authority  wasre-investra  in  his  Majesty,  the  Regent  iKHitd 
not  be  responsible  for  abuse  of  his  power  during  the  tiote  of 
his  Rcgencf «  was  what  he  (If r.  Stephen)  could  not  admit. 

Sir  J.  Ptgoi  was  for  omitting  tn^  whole  of  the  clause, 
and  he  submitted  to  his'right  honourable  and  learned  friend 
fPeroeval)  if  that  was  not  the  proper  mode  of  proeeediqg. 
The  Coamittee  had  now  in  some  fiarts  got  quit  of  tba 
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alleged  iweoedbit  in  the  Bill  of  1789,  and.  why  not  gel  quit 
of  the  whole  Bill?  Wa$  it  becoming  that  the  Rcgemtft 
should  be  snbject  to  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  for 
omitting  to  lake  oaths  which  he  might  be  aware  to  be 
necessary  ?  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  Committee  ought 
to  omit  the  whole  clause,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  introduce  all 
the  oaths  to  be  takeu,  and  declamtions  to  be  made  by  .the . 
Regent,  who  would  then  know  distinctly  what  ooLhs  be 
waa  to  take  and  what  declarations  to  raa£e«  Why  should 
npt  these  be  all  introduced  into  this  part  of  the  Bill;  and^ 
made  equally  obligatory  on  him  as  the. preceding  oath? 
Did  they  wish  that  the  liegent  should  be  subject  to  qid  Uum 
actions  for  not  taking  oaths,  when  they  did  not  tell  him  what- 
were  the  oaths,  which  he  ought  to  take  ?  He  had  be^  told 
that  it  was  not  above  any  public  offiper  to  take  an  oath, 
when  the  King  was  bound  to  take  oaths.  This  he  admitted, 
but  then  the  statute  prescribed  what  oaths  the  King  ipns  to 
take.  He  submitted  to  the  candour  of  his  right  honourable 
friend,  if  this  was  not  the  preferable  mode  of  treating  the 
Regent,  and,  in  point  of  form^  that  the  whole  dause  should 
be  omitted. 

itin  Perceval  should  have  been  ready  to  leave  out  the 
words  proposed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Ponsonby )  to  be  omitted  ;  but  he  felt  a  rmctance  to  part 
with  the  whole  of  a  clause  which  already  stood  on  the 
S(atut^book,  without  considering  with  greater  deliberation 
how  far  it  might  be  expunged  with  safety.  If  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  wished  it,  however,  he  had  no  objection 
that  the  clause  should  be  postponed. 

The  clause,  as  it  originally  stood,  was  then  ppstponed. 

The  clause  fixing  Hie  period  of  the  endurance  of  the, 
Umitations  or  restrictions  being  read, 

Mr.  Perceval  moved  that  the  first  blank  be  filled  up  with 
the  words  "^  first  of  February,  181S.'' 

Mr.  Adam  said,  that  if  he  understood  the  object  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval),  the  Uanks  to 
be  filled  up  were  of  two  kinds,  the  one  fixing  a  time  for  tbo 
continuance  of  the  restrictions,  and  the  other  aprolongatian 
of  that  period  after  the  time  first  fixed  should  have  expired^ 
He  begged  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  give 
the  Committee  to  know  how  the  clause  would  stand  aft^r  all 
the  bbmks  had  been  filled  up  2 

ilfr.  Perceval  said  he  had  left  a  copy  of  the  Bill,  with 
t^  blanks  filled  up  in  the  way  he  intoided  to  J^pose^  iya 


hiNi#«r  tiKf  AhfirtMii,  With  the  viar.  thaf  gmfremefr 
Mf^  hm^  m  ^pfwtimf^  of  sgHH^'mg  HtenMlreH  as  f o 
tmt'ltoiiMM  fmpMi  at  to  this*  petidifof^YitakaiioM. 

Mne  HjM-  bMhky-  llcf  ptfiiMsed*  tb  fill  ii|^  Ifritn  \he  wofds ' 
^  fiM  &f  r^hnjAtf,  laiS.^  Steoiid,  if  Furliament  hmf 
tkh^  l«ew  <Miii)f  fbr  tAcf  sppc^  of  sfat  ^^reeftsv  tKe  period"  of 
tte  ilviriemM^  ^^ouH,  in  that  event,  tetmin^te  oo  that 
dhy  ;  j#  it  h«id  4al  theiy  been  sHttn;?  ioir  «i3r  #eete;^  tfte 
fM^^t  hvtimt  ^Me,  i^^as  fo  be  extended^  till  tile  sot  wci^ft^ 
^tke-^lNJnjr  «f  PBriSanient  were  completed ;  and  if  PkHia-' 
li^t  ikmAs  fi&t  b«  then  stttincr?  then  tfie  period'  was  i^  be 

,  mUrnpA  fUVmeh-  ti^e  as  the  Parliament  had  (u^inany  been 
alfl^ri)^  stit  w^>ete  after  tfcaf  dal^.  from  the  period  oT  Hs . 
ilMl^fiAg'.-^Nfldlely,  tbe  period  of  restrictions  may  actQany" 
irt|liii  on  the  Tst  of  Febraary,  1819,  if  F^liament  \m^ 
mm  bcm  ^)h§  for  M  weeks ;  it  wiff  empire  if  Parliitment 
\^  Ifeen  flAfkm^  on  the  day    if  Iras  been  sitting  fm  six 
mik^  i  tetiS  if  Far Kametif  be*  not  then  mttbxg^  iff  will  exptn^ 
tkixMimsi  iBe  iiejit  PetrRament  to  beiassenrbled  shtdl  batif  * 
Hem^nti^'f^  fife  6|iaee  of  six  weeks.    Theobject  of  the' 
additional  blanks^  after  the  first,  was  npt  that  the'  i^ttlc- 
tiMs  ^boiM  Ke*(^atl»ide(f  for  an  additfonnl  period  of  time ; 
btfi  m€l^  to  9eetke  that  Parliament  ^onld  baTe  brerf 
alMhlg'  s^  Weets  immediately  pTeytorrs  i0  the  expiry  of 
t^  nMrkfiMs^    He  had  fbrmerTy  explained  ft  to  be  bta 
ifMtftOg^,  that  twelve  monAs  were  not  too  much  to  allotr 
ftf  ffte  cKHncls  of  his  Majesty's  vecoireiy ;  and  beyond  tbaf^ 
itmmneeemtf  that  the  Inst  stx  weeks  shontd  be  daring:  a 
Parliamentary  sitting.    Not  that  he  riieMt  to*  Ay  that  it 

,  wottkl  dtirr  be  nee^ssary  that  Partiament  riiotskt  proeeed  to 
(M^idi^,  whether  the  period  of  the  restrictions  oorirt  to 
be  enlarged ;  but,  that  it  might  then  be  open  to  conauler  of 
tAiW  testrictioAs.  Or,,  if  the  Honse  should^  then  be  astisOed 
that  the  King  was  even  in  a  state  of  perifect  and  complete 
M^ttfry^  yef,  under  existing  cinctimstances,  if  nthdrt^  bo 
Oenfeaiitnt  to  pitrfon^  the  powenr  in  the  bamh  of  the  Kcgcnf^ 
with  ftfet^tfce  to  the  peculiar  cincumstMces  whid)  might 
msfn  iar  ptei^n!  fhemselresy  and  to  fender  snch-  a  ^tqr, 
Uloiigh  for  a  short  period,  expedient  and  necessary. 

Mr.  Pdfisfonfy  observed,  that  it  was  natural  for  those  who 
iM^  itt  feyoar  of  restriction  to  endeatomr  to  extend  tAeh* 
dnration  as  long  as  possible ;  fcot  it  was  as  natdml  fbrtbos* 
"WAo  wef«  ikhrerse  to  rt^ictfons  to  wisb^  that  if  imposed 
4ft»y  AmM  ftittaih  for  as  short  «  ffftttt  as  pcwible.    B» 
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■greed  tiiitfrlAei4gkt1fbrtottt^to^t1^^  tliM^hiete  6f  !A 
novel  tm()iM'diml&)9o«^^tt0isift|eort>t^^^^  :iMiltMWBi 
fomthe'^odH««fbfter.^  l%6>Ti^bt  llod^»Ma1bfe  glsMfeMiili 
said  it  Wattiexperiteiifft  thUt  ^6  Ume  dli<)Md  be^  sdi  di^oMiffl 
to  .^i^'IPalli&iM«tlt>  ^)o^rCtirii«y'dl^fe:riMiiiiag'  '#MIKM 
the  MirtrfdtMafi  ^bofiU)  dctu^Iyexpli'^  at  tlfe^tat3  pt^iodi 
JM-'hei^nietki^^hynhk  t^  saty)  ttfat'lhe  R^rHroalA'M 
wxioiift  itiin^^Tp^BQ  any  obsbtoleintbe  ni^yr  6^tbe  r^ump 
tioiy  of'Hb«t'R^lMCto»ity  by  Itb  &«h(Hr>  Or  d^ 
tbidk^  ifl  a^Itogeht  dould  t&ve'atly<  iuch^  ba^  ptirpos^'  itf 
eont^trif>latidt),  thht  Pattiabyent  aAU  tbe  i^eople' Vd6tt  ydi 
fm^nt  vU^  bei^g^  eatiied-  iiAo  e^e^tkm  ? '  *  Bbt,  ttl'^n^ 
Msisilbjeet  aga^'BTid^'dtsCbsfiioa  M'PhrNaiifeiil!;  iHftM 
hmve  a  tendentfy'fo  \o9d  ih^  1ik^gehV^'g6verftiheri^'Wm 
diffii^ilti^^  sueh  as^ktfidld  no!  t^hoeseat  prej<*fir0  d^s(MBcfi 
T»  contfnM  tbts-'Te^ridttcm'th:  krkn6W\im^t'peM9y'yi(AM 
htfhektdf  ftaffi  to^brtti^  tl^*%ttMdOt  agtiinirtfiy'iii^eT^fdf^^^ 
HeJmped  libe  6odi wtttd^ -iitobM  inject  the  {iM^UMiiy 
reaiM)tiiig  uponfhe  Reg«lit^*edt]fihried'  tbati<  \tks^lM^o«lBlK 
he  coald'do  any  thing  ixietMrrisi  iheto^HHriA^M^bP  m 
hthet  when  bis  Maje^  shdHld'beiu^^^^ndltU^^b  xmtM 
his'aWborttyv      :  •  '^'  ^    '"^  ^  '" ^'' 

He  wouM  not  now  VlwMI  «ih  th^  g^neitiV^jiek^'M  reritylt^y 
tbn.'  IthaBbeertdboMeif^'tA^t^ttteretttostflkf'^btart^i^e^  * 
tioii,  but  tberi'fli' ought  tO^lte^  for'thfe  ahoitestVefeoinablg 
p^od  s  and;  ithfrfeforo)  t^*  y^tM  iinove^'anf'aV))bndaveirtr 
that>th^<re8tTi[&iii;^ould:on1y'cOntibu&  till  thc'expfmtion  of 
m '  calendar '  mobthb  fbom  thb  time  of  pa^Ag  tbis.  ktt\ 
The  qiiistfon^th^HbetH^^cen  ibe  CSio^cellor  of  the  E.'ichbquelf' 
and  mm  wo^ild-  be,'tliat  the  right  honourable  gentlema^ 
propiMed'a  period  of  twelve  mOnfths,  subject  to  prolon^tion 
by  rarliameot,  and  that  h^  wished  to  limit  the  duration  of 
the  i^strictiott  to  ^x^  months  certain. 

Mr.  Perceval  adihitttod  that  the  merits  had  been  sq  t^uch 
discussed,  that  no  novelty  cOuld  be  expected.  But  he 
must  oppose  the  amendment,  especially  without  the  pro*' 
vision  that  the  restriction  should  continue  tilt  the  close  of 
six  weeks  from  the  ^omfdencement  of  a  session  of  Parlla^ 
ment.  He  admitted'  that  those  who  contended  that  there. 
ahouM  he'  no  nrstriction  at  all,  might  naturally  wish  to 
vender  the  durtttioti  of  it,  wh<;n'  impoi^^  as  sboi-t  a^  vbi^ 
Bible;  bat  both  Honse^  having* determined  ihat^there  should'  ' 
be  restriclkins»  it  was  proper  ttiatthey  should  cohdnae  ^or* 
a^veaioiiabtotime^    Th«  House  of  Lords  had  even  extended' 
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Ihe  icslriGtimi  frrther  Umb  tbe  Gom^Mm  had  done,*  bj 
MifNiBfuif  IteeBoeptMa  a»lo  wvttiand  nUilMy  ciflkeis. 
TIhi  weof  the  Mstriction  m  to  pcen  irtt»  tbii^  that  tbe  King' 
a^ght  en  bit  reeottry  find  tha  iimm  of  Leids  in  the  same 
atate,  and  it  i9m  reaaonable  that  the  duvatton  shcNikl  be 
tafficifiitly  long  to  oorer  tlie  whole  peiiod  yiAen  hopes  of 
lecoterf  could  be  entertained.  If  be  wise  ashed,  when 
he  thoogbt  his  Mejestv  would  lecorer,  he  wotdd  answier, 
that  his  Bopcs  were  araent  andsanguine  that  the  reooTeiy 
would  be  perfected  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  that  to 
wfaidi  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the  nstrictioiu  But  was 
it  raasonaMe  or  ddicate  that  tbejr  should  grudge  some 
weeks|  or  even  montbsi  as  if  they  were  eager  to  cetcfa  his 
MajestVy  and  peremptorily  fix  a  period  beyond  which  not 
nday  nurther  would  oe  allowed  ?  Suppose  the  order  of  the 
dumtion^  his'  maladies  had  been  inverted-^hnt  tbe  fimt 
had  continued  only  four  months,  that  the  ne^rt  had  con* 
tinned  longer,  and  they  had  thus  gone  on  increasing,  he 
wodd  ask,  if  three  or  four  months  from  this  time  would 
be  n  icaaonable  period  for  the  restrictions  to  last  ?  In  the 
pRsmt  instance,  indeed,  six  esonths  from  this  time  was 
ptoposed ;  but  it  ought  to  be  reooflected,  that  the  physi- 
eians,  though  the^  agreed  as  to  the  soundless  of  his 
Majesty's  'oonstitntion,  liad  stated  that  his  adTaooed  age 
might  retaid  his  recoyery.  Ought  thcry  not  then  to  l^islate 
on  this  Doint,  with  n  view  to  the  tsinmmstanee  he  hnd 
mentioned :  and  if  tbey  were  to  appoint  ainr  time  at  all,  to 
iake  cam  that  itshould  be  leasonaUe?  Besides,  his  Afa- 
jesty  had  never  yet  been  exposed  on  his  repofery  to  the  trial 
of  finding  a  Begency  estaMished.  Providcnca  had  pre« 
vented  the  neoemity,  and  he  had  found  things  as  before. 
He  trusted  in  God  that  no  measuie  of  Burliament  would  be 
such  as  to  occasion  a  relause ;  but  even  the  ver^  mechanism, 
if  he  might  be  allowed  the  expression,  bv  which  his  power 
must  be  nsnmed,  might  perhaps  letaid  his  recovery.  If 
(ben  the  longer  period  of  restriction  was  consistent  with  a 
just  regard  to  the  public  service,  he  hoped  tbe  Craunittee 
woukl  not  nicdy  measure  and  criticiae  the  time. 

But  in  another  view  the  longer  period  should  be  adopted. 
Supposing  the  lestriction  to  commence  the  1st  of  February^ 
upon  the  phm  of  the  amendmei^  it  woukl  expire  on  tbe  isi 
of  August,  a  period  at  which  rarliament  would  probably 
not  he  sitting.  In  the  BUI  of  1788-9,  the  period  fixed 
waa  t|^  years ;  now  the  shorter  the  limitation,  the  moio 
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aeocssaiy  it  was  tlurt  PmAiament  skould  be  sitting.  Soppose 
throe  months  had  been  propo3ed  iiMtead  of  suc^  and  that 
they  should  •exDire  when  Parliament  was  not  sitting;  aiid 
suppose  his  mBJesiy  nearly  recovered,  would  it*  not  be 
extremely  ineonvenieht  thiM  the  means  sbonld  not  exist  of 
prolonging  the  restriction  for  a  few  days  or  weeks  longer  ? 
fiut  then  it  might  be  said,  there,  was  nothlng'to  prevent  the 
aittmg  of  PinAianieni  till  Augnsjt^  true  :  but  it  wonid  be  at 
least  very  Enconrenient  that  it  should  be  kept  sittuig  after 
evtfy  other  public  business  bad  been  dispatc^M.  In 
ererf  yieW)  he  thought,  the  period  he  had  proposed  not 
too  long,  and  he  confidently  hoped  the  Committee  would 
agvee  with  him. 

.  Mr.  WhHbread  agreed  that  much  new  li^ht  could  haxdty 
be  expected  to  be  now  thrown  on  the  subiect ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made^ 
a  warm  appeal  to  the  feeling  ci  the  Committee,  in  his 
usual  way,  he  thought  it  right  again  to  appeal  to  it^ 
judgmient.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  Mha 
into  his  common  error  of  using  an  argument  which  prond 
too  much;  for  if  the  appointment  of  a  Ri^;ent  Would 
endanger  the  King's  recovery,  this  would  go  to  prevent  aar 
procSeeding  upon  the  subject  at  all.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  propose  to  allow  matters  to  remain  quiet 
wliile  be  and  his  colleagues  exercised  the  Royal  poweca 
which  tfiey  had  assumed,  witflout  any  steps  to  supply  tte 
defect  in  any  other  manner.  If  they  took  die  iist  siq>^ 
Wheie  were  they  to  stop  ?  The  King's  recoveiy  m^t  be, 
retarded  by  their  proceedings,  and,  according  to  the  aigu* 
ment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  thev  ought  to  sit 
Ktill  and  do  nothing.  He  talked  of  Uie  two  Houses  having 
agreed  upon  the  question  of  lestrictioii ;  why  he  nraii 
know  very  well  that  the;  restrictions  were  at  ffrt  BCgatlval 
in  the  House  of  Lords;  and  thatastopeerageSjOnlyoMrifld 
at  last,  in  consequence  of  the  exceptkm  in  the  case  of 
the  naval  and  military  affiurs  having  oeen  given  up.  The 
ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  had  treated  that  exoeptfoo^ 
>trh])e  the  Resolutions  remained  in  the  House  of  ComoeAms^ 
98  a  point  of  the  most  vital  importance ;  but  iioW,  wheQ  he 
had  tailed  in  carrying  it,  he  amcted  to  think  Ugh^y  of  the 
matter.  Thb  reiiiiMed  him  of  the  Fox  and  Qrapcs.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  lepdled  the  charge  of  iosuking 
the  Prince  of  Wales;  but  what  had  he  been  doing  that 
aight  ?    He  talked  of  protectiiq;  the  King ;  against  whom 
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was  1)6  to.  Ihs  imtfictoA)  Ag94M^'  tiMi  Jfjiofne,  WJijr 
t}ie«  (t.  ^af  .^»umed  that  tfae  Pfinae  MUrPcM^^Qtto  Qai()an»ii 
the  f^ernukefkU  <^f .  bis  foth^^,  ,^|i4  ^j«v^b«^  j^^  .pr^nogatin 
W^nWiM  t<> '  iMi  VI  •UCh  a  fir^  .a»|t(>>tjBtar4^r^.Brevcat  hjs 

9C  ^i|«  $;/€brqiiei),  QUd^iii%  ^tCrsiWinr ^imicrtime  )vM  tlif 
LAiiaUpiii.  w wed-    W^y. ?>ti jHe  XJS|j.  )>IVi^l^rea4)'  aicm- 

yiew,  it ^OMli).«;(pgfq  hi^ jftoy.al.:^^i|^]Him/i9>tJ4  artdftioori 

WfehctagBiB4i«5a8«^  Hi,fiArli^P^|rt;i  I/,tlk9rpwipd^ 
iDoiUhs  were  proposed,  tuesame  Pariiainer\^i;^d^^CA9li( 
l^ff^mnble  gcatleiQaDi  wo^ld|^fpk^y/ii^v^^tai|e.ttpthe 
ip^tt^r  jagain.  jQid  .not  .4hf  /right  ^lono^rabilq.  c^tlemaA 
qb|jtTve,tbc^t  Vl^  fiareqt  ii(9ulU.jki^fre|Uie  pQWcpc  of  dif6olvii>g 
(h^  t^arliaaient.2  iHeyWotl  thH^jpiailbor^f  nor  bi»,  Mwis« 
tip,  tMboweir  4|iey.i^ig^t,be,t»*'»wld  TWort  to  jtbat^iRp^ 
^icftt^;  .^141  I  Wire  iiras  ai][iav  io  ihe  Hou^i  %i^o  Wj^uld  npt 
f^rfiplf  to>  i^sol ve  ParliaiDODi  if.  it  happened  sot  to  j^^i t  his 
P.WV0Be'('^^^^9  kcari)%  Why  thc^  U  would  not  foHojir  as  j| 
iWH^fii'  9^  ncc^Uj  tba;^  tft^^uMjepl  pjioulji  cqmehi^of^ih^ 
stifle  Par^i^nieal.  ^pt  bp  ja^kqd  oC  U14?  pr^^li^i^  a(^de4 
^9^t|)e  Kiog  bjr  therflftfjctioaa&ti^^^^^gf^^v^bjr^id  be 
99tv,^^tQod  tos  restriction  tp  tt\^creatioo,pf|l^arpD^s?  His 
SflipqipJa  would  ^o  that  U ggtf^  w  afid  thpug V  }^  b  MX^lf  baa 
Cfl^mM  b!|r<WiMa  jrwt. numbers,  jq|  t^i^.|jQM'/Brmigbt be 
iRTWl  l«aWfit  thi^  Kiuff  aft.Trdl  w.*th<5:CfqgtiG«?  of  fW*. 
Xb^  Uieht  fac^fH^i^yie  gqiitjajB9ia|v  ba^p^imnvjnc^bioi 
t^at  ,a|)(r  xes^KlUon..w^  o^c|»4rjr^.  he  <^d  aot  c6nceiv4^ 
W.  ,flrot^rti»^.  WOMfcl  tbe^flDietl  \  but  if  there  voce  to  be 
^lMii<^U«9)B^Al#IIt  it  ym  di^r^blo  tbat  tb^ix  duration  $bquld 

t  JtfCf.  CmffiiHg  oUer,v(5^,  ^W4.'if  the  |]q«t|ription  as  (Ip  peera 
l^d  a  cei^^Mioe  to^Uia  time^i^heiiiiojiopet  could  be  enter- 
tained oC  bia  MiyestyV.^ac4?Y^rjr»  b<;  wqul^  pQniider  the 
loQgast  peciod  propofec}  a^  ii(K  Jpag^ougb* . .  If  ibat  was 
tbe  Mght  in  which  tbf  wisf^^iiq^j^  to.peeragi^  w^f  regarded, 
wbj  juQt  pas^  tbe  Bill  ^itbfWt  any  Umi(ati(|i|  in  ppint.of 
tiipe }  ^at  ibe  pi?ced(»)t  qf  1.7Sl^9^  (or  a  refitrictioii  of 
three  years,  bfui.no  FeferoAC^  {q  tbedun^^pn  of  his  Majesty's 
iUnett,  but.  its  object  wi^  to  prfvept  the  House. of  Peers 
fropi)  obstructing  nfiy  aH^l^tipn  in  the  Bill  that  roig^t  be 
fpupd  necensary.    Ha  cquld  now  more  confidently  spcal^ 


]UliuUt«r&n^igbt  ^also  have  had)  of  cqpVi^rsH^ff  mth  a  m^ftlbef: 
of  tli6  ifhea  C^oiact,  the  nearest  of  l^Iood  to  tlbe  aut^w  of  thii; 
SilL  If  I^OQ  the  qreation  of  ne^r9  by  the  Rqgant  was  to  b% 
$uspea(led  till  all  hope  of  his  Mojeatyis  wecoiyer^  ma$  lost}  he 
said  that  a  jrearTvas  not  the  f^roper  period, inii  ti)at  JioUnft- 
tatioii  of  time  at  all  ought  to  \^  fixe4»^ut  that  ^e  ;i|ia4Mf 
•  fhould  be  left  to  futune  Parliaments  to-fici^as  the  ^aoes^ity «f 
ihc  ca«e:might  require. — But  he  >vas  aiffire  U\^t  rpany/i^t  ftt 
io  be  riglU  tihat  there  sh^ild  be  sqijpke  diiprer^ot  bcstwceo  the 
ca^.qt/i.^ldeYolutiaii  ^f  Ibe  Royfil  dignity  and  that ^.« 
{If^cijt.  created  by.actof  l^arlhimunt;  betweeB;a4easisfi  #f 
tK^  S9YBi^ei£fji.aDd  that  <of  a.  iempoiaiy  incapacity ;  and  Uttt 
jfof.  i^.tvn^}  therefore,  this  splendid  jprero^tive  a£  cheating 
pefis.  94(>uld  be  v^itjbheld.  He  haa  already  given  it  as  hii 
apiaiocf  .that  the  po^  ought  not  to  be  suspended  a^  all  ja 
tpe  pr^otcircumsta^icqs.;  but^f  there. vf{|s  to  be  a  su^eosH^ 
hie  tlipqgut  the  sliortost  period  the  best. 
.  .But  he.  wa^ . adverse  to  the  longer  period)  aGcompaaied 
With  the  ^ix  Mfcek^,  on  another  priiiclple,  lor  then  the  ttattcH 
^ould  ogaiii  become  subject  to  Parliaiiaientary  investigaitiocii 
l^ow  he  di4' think  thajt,  one  of  tbe.ipaain  arguments .  ill 
^vour'of  the  proceeding  by  Bill  was,  tfiat  tbeexerpis^oftlid 
RojtaI  fuoptiona  would  thus  be  ^led.once  for  all.  If  ib« 
B^i^gcat  was  subjected  to  the  disadyan^i^^  of  this  coQisa  of 
vrxKefidiog,  )ie  ought  ako  to  h^T^  the  jidTantagis,  wiUu^iit 
baying  the.  o;n/f  put  upon  him  of  cpniLendii^  about  the  ter- 
minatipp  of  the  period  of  the  restrictiops.  Such  m  ^rgu;- 
inqnt  might  be  held  invidious  in  him  and  his  Ministers,  and 
(Jaey. ought  to  avoid  placing  them  in  such  a  situation^r  [fe 
objected  .then  to  the  longer  period — ^but  if  the  restriction 
could  be  supposed  to  refer  to  the  duration  of  the  King*! 
illness,  it  ought  to  extend  through  the  wliole  of  his  M ajesty^a 
life* .  '  The  restriction  in  1788-y  had  no  such  refereipce,  noc 
ough^  this  to  be  regarded  in  that  view.  He  thought  it 
desirable  to  avoid  any  future  Parliamentary  investigation) 
^nd  concluded  by  declaring  his  preference  oftheamend^ 
ment,  as  fixing  a  shorter  period  ibr  the  duration  of  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  that  in  looking  at  the  period  of  1788^ 
they  ought  to  take  into  account  the  circumstances  of  time. 
At  that  time  the  particular  nature  of  the  malady  was  un- 
known— it  was  new  both  with  T€|;ard  to  the  King  and  to'  the 
Throne  of  this  country — ^and  Mr.  Pittas  idea  was  to  fix  no 
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precise  period  for  (he  terminatioa  of  the  restrictkmsi  btit  to 

E^rmit  Parliament  to  act  as  circumstances  might  reqniie. 
ut  then  it  "was  said  that  the  Lords,  haying  once  succeeded  in 
shutting  Che  doors  of  their  House,  might  never  be  disposed 
lo  part  with  that  privilege — and  on  that  account  it  was  in- 
msted  by  Sir  W.  iPuIteney  and  others  that  some  period 
should  be  fixed :  five  years  was  at  first  talked  of;  but  at 
length  three  years  was  agreed  to.  .  But  nobody  contended 
that  at  all  events  the  restrictions  should  dontinue  for  three 
years^and  there  was  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have 
consented  to  limit  the  period,  if  the  physicians  had  reported 
that  they  had  no  hopes  of  his.  Majesty's  recovery.  Hi^ 
Majesty  had  recovered  in  a  much  shorter  period  than  was 
expected — and  it  had  been  ascertained  that  fab  malady  would 
probably  last  no  longer  than  about  six  months,  and  it  was  * 
exactly  conformable  to  the  principle  Of  the  prooeedin|^  in 
1788,  that  full  time  should  be  given  to  .Cdver  that  period, 
and  rather  more*  It  had  been  said,  that  in  thb  view  it 
would  be  .proper  to  extend  the  restriction  to  the  whole  of 
the  King's  life-time;  that,  however,  was  not  necessary, 
because  experience  had  given  theia  grounds  of  hope  tliat 
his  Majesty's  nmlady  would  be  of  no  long  duretiod.  An 
honourable  gentleman  (Whitbread)  had  asked  why  the 
restriction  had  not  been  extended  to  the  creation  of  bauronets 
as  well  as  to  peerages  ;  but  it  was  a  confusion  of  terms  to 
maintain  that  peers  and  baronets  were  on  a  similar  footing 
as  to  power  and  honours.  It  had  also  been  said  that  this  was 
a  reflection  on  tite  Prince;  tod  yet  the  same  |nentlemen  were 
contending  that  the  Prince  would  be  irresponsible.  He 
thought  it  unconstitutional  to  say  that  this  was  a  Tcflection 
on  the  individual.  They  were  legislating  on  thegeneml 
principle,  without  reference  to  one  individual  more  thani 
another.  {Hcar^'^hear  \)  As  to  the  question  of  responsi^ 
bilitV)  this  much  was  clear,  that  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Regent's  government,  the  House  would  only  look  to  his 
Ministers.  It  was  a  mistake  to  think  that  any  invidious  tadc 
would  be  thrown  .upon  the  R^ent  ox  his  Ministers  as  to 
the  termination  of  the  restrictions.  The  law' would  remove 
Ihem,  unle^  some  one  should  propose  to  continue  them 
longer  upon  oifering  to  prove  that  there  was  a  near  prospect 
of  his  Majesty's  recovery.  There  need  be  no  dwcossiog 
of  the  general  principle.  The  period  of  twdve  months 
h^  thought  not  too  long,  and  he  would  oppose  the  amend* 
fnent. 
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t  Mr.  Whkbreadi  uxaidsi  loud  cries  of  questioa^ '  rose  to 

explaiil*    The  right  honourable  gentleamn  (Batharst)  oould 
not  suppose  him  ignorant  of  the  feet,  that  there  was  a  dif- 
I  feredce  as  to  power  and  boaoors  between  a'  peer  and  a 

baronet ;  but  when  the  object  was  to  create  a  great  Parlia** 
[  mentary  uiterest,  this-  might  be  done  to  a  considerable  extent 

i  by  the  creatbn  of  bardnets— and  eytn  Privy  Counsellors 

i  might  be^  created  with  the  same  view,  though  they  should 

!     .  be  persons  from  whom  no  counsel  was  expectaf •    (A  hutgh^ . 

I  ana  JfeoTj  hearl) 

Mr.  Baihurst  did  not  know  why '  the  honourable  gentle- 
ttan  should  have  alluded  to  the  situati<m  which  he  h^, 

Jlfr.  WhUbread  (interrupting  him)  declared  upon  bb 
honour  that  he  did  not  allude  to  him.  He  did  not 
evpn  advert  at  the  time  to  the  fiict  that  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  was  a  PriVy  Gourtseilor ;  but^  at  any  raie^  he 
was  certainly  one  from  whom  some  counsel  m^t  be  ex* 
peeted. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  make  one  observation.  There 
was  no  seoMTity  against  the  Ri^ent  in  this  long  peridd  of 
restriction  that  n^jght^  aoi  be  attained  by  the  ordinary  forms 
of  the  House.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  hadtidd, 
that  if  the  limitation  of  six  months  was  amed  to,  it  wouldex^ 
pire  at  a  period  when  Parliament  would  aot  be  sitting,  and, 
that  the  Prince  might  then  create  Peers  before  Parliament  . 
could  determine  whether  or  not  the  restriction  ought  to  faa 
continued.  .  This  certainly  did  convey  aii  improper  im* 

Eatation  on  the  Prince  :  but  the  Parliament  would  pro- 
ibly  sit  for  four  or  five  months,  and  ifat  the  dose,  any. 
member  should  think  that  the  restrictions  ought  ta  be  oonF- 
tinued  for  a  longer  period  than  tix  months,  be  might  move 
,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  extend  their  duration.  Thig 
would  be  tiie  best  course,  if  oonsbtent  with  the  forms  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Pereetal  said,  that  no-  other  Bill  could  be  admitted 
en  this  subject  in  the  present  session,  without  a  special  clause 
in  this  Bill  to  authorise  it.  But  he  ix^^ged  of  the  Committee 
to  consider  how  this  proposition  clashm  with  the  argument 
of  the  right  honourable  gentkman  under  the  gallery  (Mr. 
Canning.)  The  one  deprecated  all  future  PUriiamenlary 
investigation  on  this  subject— the  other  made  a  proposal 
which  almost  necessarily  led  to  a  reconsideration.  Was 
this  the  way  in  which  they  agreed  in  their  o|>|Kisition  to 
the  limitations  ithich  he  bad  suggested  f <— (  Loud  cri^  (^ 
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heitr,  he&r\  from  the  MMstmkl  9Ms.)-^Iti'oppdsitloii  to 
tUe  oharge  of  ihsuUing  the  Priffce,  he  observed  tbM  the 
vMier  had  been  'placm  oit  its*  time  ^rdiind  by  his  right 
lK>noarabIe  friend  (W.  Batbotst!).  They  must  legfiitlate 
on  the  general  principle)  without  Tefevenoe  to  any  indi* 
Tidual. 

Mr.  TW^QT' stated,  thati  be  had  made  the  pro^al  fUppA 
Ale-rappositioii  that  it  was  ooiisktertt  with  theortKuvfy 'f&rinAI 
of  the  Hbuse.  {f  .socfa  a  special  dame  wa»  neetttary^  h^ 
Wbuld  not  a^ee  to  it.     ' 

Jtfn  Pkrtwel  said,  that  the  diflbrenee  between  liim'  and 
the  right  henoarable  gentleman  under  the  gallery  was  the 
same  in  eiflier  way,  for  even  though  the  special  ctause  had 
not  bten  necessary,  thcsubject  upon  his  {dan  milst  have  bi^ 
agsfRfconsidered  in  Parliament. 

°Afir.  Fuller  rose,  amidst  loud  cries  for  the  question,  atid 
sCi^;  that  the  Physicians  had  fixed  twelve  months  as  tte 
period,  beyond  which  they  would  have  no  hopes,  if  tht 
maliidy  lasted  so'lonj^i  Why  then  shefuld  they  not  con- 
tinne  the  rertrictfons  tor  that  time  ?«-*-For  his  part,  he  wtlii 
dstermined  to-  protect  bis  Soyereign  it}  the  last. 
.  The  Conmillte  then  divided  on  Mr.  Ponsonby^  AmenA' 
■Kni':-— 

^     •'        For  the  Aracndtaent         -        -        160 
Against  it       -        ■        •       -     .  18* 

Majority        -        -         24 

■ » 

.  lWpii»po9aiiof  Mr.  Perceval  for  continuii^  the  restriction 
ftrtwcliw  months,  .^was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  clause  beiog^read  lespecting  the  granting  of  placea 
i»  reversion, 

Mn  Ttemey  said,  thaitao  incoAvenisnce  coold  certainlj 
arise  from  imposing  some  general  tetrictions  on  the  eift  of 
MfOMres,  yet  he  bdteved  the  right  honourable;  genUeman 
%«ouU  hardly  say  tliai  these  were  things  of  which  the  di»« 
tribiition  was  personal  to  the  Monarch,  or  that  the  powet  off 
haatowtng  thfoi .  existed  merely  for  the  purposes  of  self^^ 
gmtifieation  to  the  Sovereign.  Nothing  more  strikingly  dis-^ 
phiyed  that  marked,  (fyirusi  in  his  Royal  Highness  which 
.pervaded  the  whole  nieasure,  than  ibis  distinction  which  il 
mas  I  proposed  to  draw  by:  the.  clause  then  under  the  con* 
sidei^ion  of  the  GbmmiAtce^  The  right  honourable  gwitfe- 
^a.bacliadml  asaumed  as  the  preltfxt  or  groaad  Sx  all  bm 
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r^erVations,  the  pfottabilHyjplf  th^  "Regent  being  i^n^u^^ 
by  dangerous  advifters.  .^'Thw'wis  very  well,  provided ^n 
equal  vigilance  lira^  eterfiistd  on  the  similar  pibbabilihr  of 
his  Majesty  being  placed  in  soch  a  predicament  (Jaearj 
liearl) 

The  Chanctlhr  of  tht  Exchequer  remarked,  that  sis  loh^ 
as  the  assertions  or  insinuations  respecting  any  distrust,  dr 
any  suspicions  entertained^  on  the  part  of  the  frartiers  of  the 
Bill  against  his  royal  highness  tne  Prj|ice  of  Wales  werd 
repeated,  so  long  and  so  constantly  woald  he  continue  to 
drny  them.  He  fc}tconfident»Uhat  those  who  used  them 
had  no  fair  end  ifi  contemplation,  which  such  means  were 
calculated  io  attain.  He  him^lf  was  of  opinion  that  his 
Royal  Highness,  under  a  full  consideration  of  the  situation  of 
Ministers,  and  of  the  arduous  duties  which  they  had  io  per« 
form,  could  not  be  inclined  to  put  a  hiarsli  construction  on 
the  motives  by  which  they  were  actuated.  If  indeed  it  wer6 
possible  that  he  could  be  mean  enough  to  wish  to  recom- 
mend himself  to  the  favour  of  the  Prince  by  studying  the 
modes  of  iqgratiation,  the  course  that  appeared  to  him  most 
eligible  witli  such  a  view,  would  be  that  he  was  then 
engaged  in  pursuing.  If  he  could  reconcile  it  to  his  mind, 
to  act  upon  such  a  principle  as  he  had  described,  he  would 
still  persevere  in  the  measures  he  had  proposed,  because  he 
felt  convinced  that  the  Regent,  if  employed  in  searching  fbt 
aMhiisteron  whose  firmness  and  integritv  he  might  felvy 
could  not  be  better  directed  in  his  choice  than  to  those  who 
had  preserved  unshaken  their  fidelity  to  the  Monarch  {Hear 
hear,  hear !).  If  he  wanted  a  faithful  servant,  where  could 
h&look  more  properly  than  to  those  who  had  done  well  in  a 
former  service?  (Hearykearl)  This  would  be  the  line  of 
conduct  to  which  he  woiild  adhere,  and  in  so  doing  he  should 
act  upon  the  persuasion  that  the  Prince's  favour  would  be 
his  ultimate  reward,  and  that  the  impression  which  it  must 
make  on  a  benevolent  heart  and  an  enlarged  understandilig, 
wonUI  be  to  conciliate  esteem,  not  to  inspire  aversion  (Hear^ 
litarl). 

The  observation  pf  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Tierney)  sprang  fit>m  an  argument  founded  oh  the  Civil 
List.  The  revenue  of  the  Civil  List  was  disposable  only  fot 
the  term  of  the  King's  natural  life.  This,  therefore^  was  a 
direct  limitation  on  the  King  himself;  and  was  it  to  be 
argued  that  there  was  any  improprietv  in  imposing  tern* 
porary  exceptions  on  the  authority  of  the  R^ent  I    The 
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principle  9«s  heie  ibe  ame ;  itlie  limitatioii  veferied  in  eiiher 
pdii  meodjr  to  Uipe,  and  cSik^  not  be  diicnssed  on  difierent 
srouiMk.  It'mu  troe  tliat  hi  th«;Fpiir  and  a  Half  p^r  cent* 
Fund  proyision  wat  made  to  ensiblotlK  Crown  to  grant  furt  bar 
pensiooa ;  but  the  funds  thus  appropriated  ivcre  at  present  so 
Duidcoedy  as  to  raider  it  impossible  to  hmye  recourse  to  them . 
And  as  no  aid  could  at  present  be  derired  frpm  that  source,, 
lie  oonoeiTed  It  unnecessary  to  acoed^  to  'any  alteration  in 
the  cUuae^ 

4fr.  Tkmtjf  hmi  heanl  wilh  some  pleasure,-  but  ivitb  no 
l^i  surprise^  the  oration  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man.  It  was^  in  fact,  neither  more  nor  less  than  one  of  Mr. 
Pittas  speeches,  ai^  might  be  found  in  the  Parliamentary 
Begtster.  (J  laugh.)  He  was  "well  informed  that  grants 
from  tlif  CiTil  List  could  only  be  for  the  term  of  the  King's 
lift*,  but  was  unable  to  perceive  in  Mrhat  manner  this  shewed 
the  propriety  of  making  new  encroachments  on  fhc  power  of 
the  R^ent.  The  successor  to  the  Crown  always  acted  under 
the  implied  obligation  of  renewing  such  penMons  as  might 
fall  in  consequence  of  the  King*s  death,  and  he  could  not 
^ee  any  good  reason  why  the  Kegent  in  other  cases  might 
not  distribute  such  as  might  become  vacant.  The  if  per 
cent.  Fund  he  knew  to  hs  at  present  burdened  ;  but  tnis 
would  possibly  not  la^t,  and  certainly  nothing  had  been  said 
to  prove  tliat,  in  that  case,  this  fund  should  be  placed  out  of 
the  Regent*s  reach*  Tlie  right  honourable  gentleman^s  fre- 
ouent  allusions  as  to  who  were,  or  who  termed  themselves 
toe  Prince's  friends,  induced  him  to  think  that  be  (Mr.  Per- 
ceval) regarded  himself  as  the  certain  Minister  of  his  Ma« 
jcsty.  If  so,  it  was  eas^*  to  guess  what  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  meant  by  his  favourite  phrase  of  'Standing  by 
hia  Sovereign,**  and  h^  trusted  he  would  never  be  so  fiur 
ipisunderstood  as  to  have  it  supposed  that  it  conveyed  any 
such  meaning  as  ^^  standing  by  nis  country/' 

On  the  following  ctaiise  respecting  tlie  Regent's  residence 
in  Grea^  Britain,  the  words  ^^  and  Ireland,'*  were  inserted  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Perceval. 

The.  cbuse  respecting  the  HouseiioUl-  being  read,  Mr. 
Perceval  rose^  again^  and>  after  expressing  his  wish  to  meet 
what  lie  apprehended  was  the  prevailing  sense  of  the  House 
on  this  subject^  observed*  that  among  the  arrangements 
W)iich  be  was  anxious  to  provide  in  accomplishing  that 
object,  were  the  following  :-^That  the  office  of  £x>rd  Uham'* 
berlfiin^  now  vacant  ahould  not  be  filledj  but  that  its  dutiea 
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should  be  p^rfbrrfl^  by  aYi  6fficrr  tinder  flie  R^^r^,'  io  he 
oaHed  Vice-Obamberiain,  aWd  thaft  the  Lord  Sfi^^ffl  oif.tfltf 
Household;  sind  the  Lords  fcrid  Qttfomi  off  the  Bcdctiafnbel-^] 
though  under  hci*  Majesty,  should  rrbt  ttrifetriovfiMe  act  Her 
lileasurc.  Iftfaey  feft  vadint,^t;>faduld  |^6]^se  tWattHef  at^6»^ 
should  not  be  illtfd  up  undetthid  Act.  He  tH<yii]g^h%  th<^&iitvs: 
regulation  would  prA^perly  apply  io'ihir  app^riritmt^nts  of  tft^ 
Gajitain  of  the  bdud  ^fG^titthmcn  Pensioners,  tHeGa'trtaii^  o^ 
the  Yeomen  of  theCiJiiard,  and  totJieKinsfs  Eq^ucfr^rt*;  The^^ 
^perc  oifioers  subi^^vfetit'oi'ity  totUr*stnteahd  spl^idoiir  of  t1^' 
Ssrycnetgn  oii'partwril«to(i«i«ibn^j  ^)id  no'ihjtfVy  dtfiiMiv^l 
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thoughts  wMi dee  tliAt^ba'tD»^fi«fcr  thdsbort  ^m'af£ 
few  months  '^^^  ^Hirttiy Fdiiii«¥fit  Ihym  a  (Wiesti57t  ftf^  d^? 
braced  ^  much  laits^fat  t'vtkt.  \W\[\\  tfife'  refcollefcflfelrfal^^^^ 
present  to  W»'inindiM(r  wasp»ft*'c^fWk^ttft  tftat  Ifcr'lJajdf? 
should  iidve'sucK  *gi*netal  poXf^i)ove/fheHousefliclHi  ittfmi]^' 
be. connected  with  »lhe  custtfciy-oPtlit  KirrgV  per^ph.    Th^ 
three  great  officer^,  Hie  SvewAtd  df  the  House^iold.  tfte  Mas^* 
ter  of  the  Howe^  iAi4  the  OrooWf*  of  tM  Stole;  WM  h^d  tli(e' 
^p^Atmenft  oft  be  Kiii/^^spa^^'tb  be'  iVrenjH>Va!bh5.  *'  S^of^e 
ooiifroul  over  the?Hmi!w^huM  whs  essfHyfiri  io'hetVlM^tjr  ia 
(Mscfaargin^  ii<^rdofi<*sirftheti(i^  ortliel^M^tf  pereoh  r  iM 
as  many  of  these"  officers  weit  at^ng' those  nvb^i.fkiltilia^  Hi* 
hk  Majesty^    it  \«^8  obvious'  tftat  he  miput  tie"  alfecfetf' 
seriously  by  finding,  on  his  fecbi^rfj  that  tM&  pefsbtts'of^bii< 
own  selection  hrnl  been  withdi^wn.  ^  ffe  dlstiked;  di  ^elf  ai^' 
his  right  hoilou^ble  friend  (Mt.-Cdnning'),  constders^fionjs  ot 
pttiful  economy ;  but  if  thcqnlfStion  was  cJortJsideretl'in  thA* 
view  of  equal  eicpeniE^,  he  rut^ht  nemind  this  Cofrhmittee/ 
that  the  salai'ysaved'by  the  vacartt.  Bord' Chambei^fainshipy ' 
wkMiM  make  a  provision  for  the  Vice-Chantberlain  of  the 
Regent.     The'  whole  additional  ex  pence  to  the  Country  by 
this  measure  would=  not,  accordin|g  to  his  ^calctilatiou,  exceed 
10/or  J2,000l.  yind  he  was  oonr?4nced  this  cmild  futnish  no 
gtound  of  rational  objectioii  against  it. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  the  rignt  honoumble  gentleman  hud' 
told  them  what  ht*  conceived  tfiey  were  bound  to  do  on  this 
occasion,  in  conformity  with  th^  Resolutions  ttlready  passed. 
Nev^r  had'  he  more  oompletdy  failed.  Did  he  tninlk  that 
the  Cominittee,  remembering  those  -Resolutions;  could  be 
persuaided  that  they  diMsft^the  propriety  of  placing  the 
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liOids  of  the  Bedchamber,  and  tlie  Yeomen  of  the  Goard,  at 

the  dispoaal  pthet  Majesty  ?    Was  the  office  of  the  Master 

of  the  Buckfaounds  one  which  it  was  necessary  to  leave  (t> 

her  Majestyi  or  one  which  was  necessary  to  the  Comforts  of 

^e   Kut^  on  bis  recovery,   when  the  loss  of  sight  had 

ueprived  himorever  more  enjoying  his  favourite  exercise  ? 

He  had  understood  it  to  belheopinioa  of  tbe  Committee, 

that  the  authority  of  the  R^cnt  ought  to  be  accompani^ 

with  adued^ree  of  external  pomp  and  splendour,  and  that 

the  dignity  of  tbe  Royal  ofiioe>oughl  not.  to  be  degraded  in 

his  person.    Could  it  be  seriotisly  pretended  by  the  right 

•honourable  «ntleiiian  that  his  M!ajffty*s  feelings  couM 

poi^dbly  rev^t  at  the  information  of  .a  hew  Chamberlain 

being  apfipinted  ?   If  itaboAikl  be  said  that  he  might  sustain 

a  shock  at.  merely  hearing. of  ^be.  dea(h  of  an  officer  of  the 

Household — a  shock  that  might  produce  a  lebipsc — then 

would  it  be  said  that  his  Majesty  was  sufficiently  restbred  to 

the  poMTBsion  of  his  faculUes.  to  be  able  to  resume  tb^ 

functions  of  government?  ,XHear  1  hear  I)  .   He  thought 

the  course  proposed  ahonld  be  directly  reversed.      The 

Groom  of  tbe  Stole,  however,  and  a  few  of  the  Lords  of  the 

Bedchamber.  witb~  the  Equerries,  and  a. few  of  the  inferior 

officers  attending  the  persoii  of  bis  Maje^t  v,  should  be  under 

t  he  pontreul  of  the  Queen*    He  woukf  ask,  could  the  splen* 

dour  of  the  Throne  be  projicrlv  supported  if  the  proposition 

now  m^de  wfis  adopted  ?  and  if  the  Rf^gent,  who  was  to 

administer  the  government.  Of  tbe  Queen,  was  best  entitled  to 

the  forms  aind  a  jgnities  of  Supreme  authority  ?    The  public 

opinion  ifas  &|io^n,  a^d  deodedly  against  the  restrictions. 

There  were  petitions  to  that  e^t,  both  from  the  City  of 

London  and  the.  Corporation  pf  Nottingham. .  He  would 

not  believe  that  his.  Majesty  could  ever  fieel  any  regret,  or 

deem  Parliaiuent  to  have  deserted  him,  by  investing,  during 

his  temporary  absence,  his  eldest  son  and  the  Heir-Apparent 

to  bis  Crown,  with^  all  its  powers  mid  pierogatiyes,  preserv- 

ils  lustre  from  obscurity,  and  its  strength  from  decay.     Mr. 

Ponsonby  concluded  with  announcing  his  intention  of  mov^ 

ihg  an  Amendment,  on  the  exceptions  of  the  clause  relating 

to  the  Household,  ' 

Mr.  Canning  remark^,  that  he  held  it  to  be  a  prinn 
ciple  already  adopted,,  that  the  Regent  should  haye  all  the 
po^er  and  lu^uence  tlmt  cpuld  be  deemed  necessary  to  the 
xnainlenance  of  hi^  authority,  and,  the  due  support  of  the 
goYemmcnt  of  pie  country »    He  should  assumei  tbereforei 
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that  when  thequcBtion  turned  upon  any  political  ioflueooe 
&ir\y  (^r  nsually  belonging  to  the  Crown,  it  ougiit  to  be 
vested  m  the  Regent  raUier  than  in  the  Qaeeh.     A  oertsitn 
splendour  bad  l^en  already  adnaitted  on  all  hands  to  hi 
requisite  for  the  Regent. — ^It  seemed  to  him  that  thecustqdy* 
of  the  King"  did  in  itself  involve  some  portioi)  of  politicat 
influence,  but  he  must  condemn  any  proceeding  that  would 
reduce  the  Queen  to  the  necessity  of  exercising  it.-^He  was 
dbposed  to  adopt  a  middle  course  bclween   the  suggestionsr 
of  the  two  right  honourable  gentlemen  (Mr.. Perceval  and 
Mr.  Fonsonby),  and  would  move  an  amendment  that  mighl 
express  this  opinion.     The  Master  of  the  Horse,  and  the 
Steward  of  the  Houfaehold  ought,  be  conceived,  to  be  of 
liie  Regent's  establishment,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was 
desirous,  of  rendering  his  Majesty^s  restoration  to  health  as 
free  from  difficulty  or  uneasiness  as  possible.     The  private 
ieelings  and  partialities  of  the  Royal  mind  ought  not  to 
be  overlooked.  It  occurred  to  him,  likewise,  that  the  annun* 
ciatioH  of  his  Majesty's  recovery  should  be  more  formal,  and 
attended  with  greater  sofemnity  than  the  mode  proposed  in- 
the  Bill.    He  was  not  Sware  of  any  extraordinary  diflSculty 
that  was  to  be  encountered  in  making  the  authority  of  Uie. 
Queen  quite  compatible  with  the  authority  of  the  Regent. 
The  situation  of  the  latter  was  arduous,  and  he  could  not 
bring  his  mind  to  justify  the  witliholding  any  considerable- 
branch  of  influence  from  him.     His  was  a  representative,' 
not  a  substantive  powerr  and  this  considemt'ron  was  decisive 
with  him,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  appointing  a  sepamte, 
Chamberlain.     His  right  honourable  friend  hud  urged  with 
much  force  that  the  provision  made  should  be  suited  .to  the 
short  period  for  which  it  was  to  last.     He  was,  however,  of 
opinion,  that  when  the  time  arrived  that  the  Regent,  the 
term  of  the  restrictions  liai^ng  expired,  wotild  claim  an 
establishment  of  his  own ;  it  would  l>e  found  to  be  the  fruitful 
cause  of  acrimony,  and  invective,  if  such  a  principle  was 
now  practically  adopted..    He  wished  that  future  differences 
should  as  much  as  possible  lie  avoided  or  prevented,  and  that 
it  should  be    borne    in  mind,  that  the  Prince  would  be 
clothed,  not  in  his  own,  but  in  a  palenial  and  borrowed 
splendour.     Mr.  Canning  then  moved  his  Amendment* 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  that  the  first  grejit  principle 
which  should  regulate  their  proceedings  was,  that  all  difli- 
eulties  should  be  disposed  of  before  the  Reg(^nt  wa»  invested 
with  the  government,  as  in  imposing  that  duly  upon  hit 


Biq^rBi^^ciAiy'thej;  vreve  h6and  to  do  it  in  9uob*  BiwKihHsi 
Hiviyiigtil  ntndcr  tfre  discbarge  of  ft  m  eaiy  as  possible,  con* 
^toni  nf  ith  Uie  principles  of  tb^  Constitution.  Tliey  wev9 
^ftnw  to  tikat  part  of  Ihenr  doty,  in  the  perforniBnce  ef  whieh 
tbejr  eould not  Exercise toosottnd  n  discretic^.  It  iltas agreed 
Updn  iill  haiida^  thalthert  part  of  the  Household  immfHHalely 
tOnncct^'d  witrb  the  |)ersonal  service  and  convetiienoe  of  ib<$ 
King)  6o^ht  fo  be  entr^fsted  to  the  rtnnlediate  soperinten^ 
dance  of  it«»r  Majt^y .  Tbiii.  was  a  trost,  and  a  tro^t  of  no 
tod! I  moment.  Hie  tliot^t,  therefore,  thirt  ifrher^  Rtrcb  a- 
CitMst  was  vested,  there  ought  io  bti  yeaked  afeo  tiicf>  fuU 

Sonefs  u«cessary  io  tlte  tidiN\rali€  disobargo  of  it.     Her 
lay^ijy  therefore,  in  bis  opinion,  ootrbt  to  hnvn  fuif  con* 
laouloN'ersuch  piRrt»  of  the  Household  asiveretobcentntsted^ 
to*  I)i^r.'  Without  that  oontroui,  her  Majesty  would  not  have 
t4ie  aid' she  ought  to  karve  to  assist  her  in  the  di^ehitrgeof 
tiiatttnist.  He  tliowght  her  Majesty  ought  io  have  as  niiioh  con- 
troul  orer  that  portion  of  the  HoDshoid  as  the  King  bimseif 
ihnddlhAveintfle  eveiltof  his  recovery.  He  coukl  not  go-along 
with  tbe  reasojiing.  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  ontbe 
floor,  tknt  thiv  controul  would  necessarily  ba(ve  the  effect  of 
giving  to  her  Majc^sty  a  hhare  of  political  influence  that  might- 
nol  be  desirable.  He  saw  no  grounds  for  any  such  apprrhen« 
sion ;  neither,,  if  there  wctesuch  an  objection,  did  be  think 
that  the  witbdiBwing  the  power  of  appointment   in  case  of 
VAoancy  by  death,  would  go  to  cure  that  objection. 

And  it  was  here  that  he  dtfiered  from  bis  right  honourable 
ffiend,  who  proposed  that  in  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  cer* 
tain  places- should  .not  be  filled  up  during  the  period  of  the' 
mtriction,  and^  that  not  only  the  appointiDent  to  fill  op. 
certain  ot  those  places,  should  not  in  case  of  vacancy,  during 
that  time,  be  vested  cither  in  the  Regent  or  the  Queen,  but 
that  neither  should  have  the  power*  of  removing  for  tbat 
period  any  of  those  now  filling  those  situations.  This,  in  a 
constitutional  point  of  view,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  moat 
ibrmidable  principle.,  it  was. a  leading  constitutional  prin*- 
ciple,  that  nil  public  .officers  should  be  responsible-^now 
there  were  in  the  different  departments  of  the  Household, 
Iiolding  (lificcs  therein,  twenty-two  Peers  and  six  Mcmbera 
of  that  House — if  neither  the  Prince  nor  the  Queen  conld- 
rt^TOove  any  of  those  persons,  whatever  might  be  thtir 
opinions  of  the  unfitness  of  those  persons,  or  any  ofthem, 
fdr  their  respective  employments,  the  consequence  would  be 
the  anoQialy  in  the  Constitution  of  Imving^so  many  personav 
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boldiafr  office,  and  in  mo  w&y  fffltponsiUe  fbr  tlie  duties  ^ 
thofie  offioeB.  ^heB)  as  td  thewst  mode  of  yeBtii^  ftiat  po^X! 
of  appoiiftment'or  vemoval  t  be  tbo«^t  Jt  should  "be  Vested 
partly  in  the  Regent,  and  partly  in  the  Qaeen — pi^ineipafU 
and  generally  in  the  Regenl,  as  fat  as  nrtMed  to  tbe  appoint- 
nient  or  removiyl  of  aH  the  great  offioers  of  the  Household, 
and  in  the  Queen  as  far  as  lespc^cled  tlie  seeondafry  pfficei^  In . 
the  minor  departments.  This  he  tk^^ght /would  be  pre* 
serving  to  the  Regent  all  the  authority  he  ought  to  have  as 
representative  of  the  King;  and  it  wemki  aft  the  same  timii 
devolve  upon  ber  M »]esty  all  the  controul  noecssafy  to  the 
due  discharge  of  that  part  of  the  trust  fe))OBed  in  her.  Be-. 
si(h!s,  the  objection  that  had  been  urged  to  granting  the  Re- 
gent the  power  of  making  Peers,  did  not  hoTd  in  trie  csise  of 
granting  him  this  genera),  controul  in  the  appainiment  or 
dismissal  of  the  great  officers  of  the  Household  ;  for  in  the 
former  case,  any  abase  of.  that  part  of  the  Royal  l^reroga-. 
tive  must  be  permanent,  and  attended  with  permanent  con- 
sequenoesy  which  could  not  occur  in  the  latter  cose.  Withi 
respect, to  the  Palace,  tlic  provision  in  that  res])eet  must  form 
bis  Majesty's  place  of  residence  for  the  time  being,  as  the 
Pbysiciaiis  might  think  it  necessary  to  remove  his  Majesty* 
But  this  circumstance  did  in  itself  shew  the  necessity  of  vest- 
,  lag  in  her  Majesty  a  controul  over  the  second  officers  of  the 
Household. 

Mr*  J4am  begsed  leave  to  state  what  appeared  to  him  tq 
be  the  nature  and  mrm  of  the  question,  oncl  in  doing  so  he 
hoped  he  might  strike  upon  that  course  which  would  extri- 
cate the  Committee  out  of  their  present  difficulties.  The 
Amendment  intended  to  be  proposed  by  his  right  honourable 
inend(Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  been  superseded  by  the  Amend- 
ment of  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman,  which  was  on 
the  original  clause-  H^  (Mr.  Adam),  disposed  as  he  was  to 
adopt  theameudmentof  his  right  honourable  friend  in  prefe- 
rence, thought  that  the  best  means  to  Iclear  the  way  betbre 
them,  and  to  enable  the  Coromitteci  to  come  to  a  vote,  would 
betomove^  that  after  the  words  ^'  his  Majesty's  iiuUsposi- 
tion,"  all  the  rest  of  the  words  to  the  end  of  the  clause, 
shouldbe  left  out.  Then,  if  the  Committee  agreed  to  that, 
the  way  would  becleai^d  for  the  introduction  of  any  of  the 
amendments  upon  which  the  Committee  might  be  called 
upon  to  pas6  a  'judgment.  With  respect  to  the  confusion 
appiehended  by  the  noble  lord,  as  io  the  different  offices  in 
Ibe  Household,;  they  had  all  tbeir  respective  dutiea.— The 
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If  aBter  of  (he  H^Mrse  bad>  one  cItHy,  the  CSmndberkui  awolier 
—the  Sf ewaid  of  the  IlovehoU  a  thiid-^he  €froom  of  the- 
Stole  a  fourth.  Tbeir  duties  werttobe  wTendly  dMe;  and 
placing  them  all  under  one  general  aad  eficient  mfemneaf  ^ 
would  rather  kwi  to  order  than  oonfmfam.  At  the  same  (iiBe 
he  Uioaght  that  his  Majesty*sEquerfics,and  Aich  other  of  the 
Household  immediately  iXMoected  with  his  Majesty,  oneht 
to  be  under  the  conlroul  of  the  Groom  of  the  Stole*  With 
respect  to  the  suspension  of  the  office  of  Chamberlain,  it  ap» 
pearcd  to  him  to  be.  an  innovation  of  a  roost  serious  kind*-^ 
one  that  the  department  of  the  Household  bad  never  under* 

Sonc  since  the  institution  of  the  office  of  Chamberlain;  and 
e  begged  leave  to  give  notice,  in  case  that  part  of  the  clause 
should  that  night  be  canied,  he  should  take  a  subsequent 
opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments  u|x>n  it  fully  and 
frody. 

Mr.  WUberforee  objected  to  tlie  node  proposed  bv  the 
honourable  gentlenuin,  of  leaving  out  all  the  words  of  one 
amendment  ror  the  purpose  of  coming  to  a  vote  on  theques* 
tion  of  substituting  in  their  place  the  words  of  another.  Ho 
confessed  that  he  had  not  a  clear  conception  of  the  distinct; 
measures  proposed,  and  was  apprehensive  that  moro  than 
himself  were  in  the  dark  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  said,  that  the  present  discussion 
was  the  roost  painful  he  had  ever  witnessed.  He  was  dis- 
tressed beyond  measure  that  such  an  assembly  as  that,  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  should  be  debating  so  long  a 
timeupon  whether  or  not  they  should  dole  out  to  his  Ma* 

f*  sty  adequate  means  to  support  the  Royal  splendour, 
here  had  l)een  five  dilSerent  plans  proposed  that  ri^ht,  and 
so  intelligible  were  they,  that  he  believed  that,  with  the  ex* 
ccption  of  (he  five  honourable  gentlemen  who  proposed 
tlicm,  not  one  other  member  in  the  House  understood  them. 
{A  laugh !)  It  had  been  asked,  and  he  (Mr.  Addington  was 
ashamed  to  hear  the  question,  ^^  What  had  his  Majesty  in 
his  present  state  to  do  with  splendour  ?*'  But  he  agrecxl  wtlU 
a  noble  lord  who  at  another  period  said  so  eio(|uentty, 
that  he  thought  the  calamity  by  which  his  Majesty  was 
•afflicted,  to  be  a  strong  reason  why  the  splendour  of  the 
Monarch  should  be  kept  up  with  additional  grandeur. 

Tfie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  After  wlmt  had  been 
so  justly  said  of  the  obscurity  and  perplexity  of  the  Amend- 
inent  proposed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  tho  Hofusr^ 
he  thought  that  the  diliicuUies  in  the  forming  of  the  propo^ 
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sitlifti  he  lidf'fitbniitfed)  mi^t  well  be  exeiMed; '  iThe  ri]|fh^ 
beMoHmble  gimtifemati    (Mr.  Ponsobby)   says^ttliatf'  iM 

^HaK  kioeiiBifltent  with  hk  deolared  opinfibw.  -lfa<'vitMmt^f 
Itnt-righthoaoonible  gerilSeititm  that  ihik  ittoMiitmt^  yr^i^ 
fimeed  upon^  him!;  be  was  Ariycii'lo  tt^l^  tbe'mpjorit^ 
ajgtiinst  hitnion  afbrmer ecoasioii ; ^and  he  did  n^t  like'ttf 
t^itk  ihocf^cp  ef^he  majority  of tftc  Hd«^>  T4^  i^igbt faoi^^ 
nourabic  gentleman  proposed  a  short  way  of  setting  tkill^ 
rigkty  Md  clearitm^tlie  ^ay  for '  the  Coimnilfee,  ntmeTy,  to 
clear  0r&ty  thiqgioiit  of  the  wi^^  thai  iMIilated  dgatnst  ihjE^' 
sfSntiments.  ([4  /iUr^A.>  He  wnhed 'to  cleat'  the  wa^^f  me,' 
that  he  mtghiHheh'niao^e4hearraiigemaif»bett9riHiifim 
One  ttieml^r  pvopbsed  ^  Mve  out  n  certaiti:wotd\[;^^  l^iec 
right  honourable  ecnticman  proposed  to  foave'  6\\t  '-i  littl^ 
earlier,  from  ^^  Witht'' — He.would  sajthata  mbieexttai^' 
▼a^nt  propeisfition  neVi^r  ^vns  made.  There  are'  HRffeiintt^ 
offices  ot  the  Household^  independent  of  dtie  anoAe^i'^tbe- 
LocdCbamberlain,  {iOid  Ste%vard,  Master  of  theHorse^>  and' 
Groom  of  theStale ;'  suidi  therefore,  t6  simplify  thoiiiatter;' 
the  light  honburabte  gentlemian  proposes  that  theGn^om  of 
ihe^dtesbbold  be  pot  at  the  head  of  the  whole  Household  v> 
fhat^e  Chamberlain,  for-insitanGf,  should,  in  the  course  of 
'  His  dfity,  order  eertfriBialtcnitioiis and  procure  ettimalss,  and* 
that  the  Groom  ,of  the 'Stole  should  beanswesiibiA;-.  With 
Mspect  to  the  pcytievi'  of  authority  to  be  allotfad  >hc^  Jif  li** 
jisly,  it  wto  pvopoaed'  that  her  Majesty  should  take  att  tbe« 
autbority  not  necessary  for  the  disciiaT£re  of  theRfcgeiiet^  sd- 
fiiajt  she  should  jbe  put  iqtothe  invldioiissttuaticn  of  oarfnig; 
out  for  herself  what  she  should  judge  proper.  Thi^r  was  a 
Tcry  inyidiooa  'colirse.  He  entered  then  into  an  enunleralion 
of  the^yantagfs  of  his  plan^  aM  eirpiaihod  the  natalv  of 
the  duty  expected  from  the  ljadieB:a]id  Gendemen  of  the* 
BodchamliH&n  He  said  that  there  #as  agood  deal  of  weight 
in  the  objections  which  had  been  made  by.  his  noble  fifiead 
und^tbeGallevyr-and  had  the  present ariakigenieiits  been  in«' 
teoded  to  bepermaneot,  they  would  barMnni  highly  deserving* 
of  consideration ;  botaano  part  of  the  pewersgiven  to  her.  Mia*- 
jesty  shall  enduve  beyond  the  twelvemonths  and  six  weeks,  be' 
did  not  fed  that  there  could  be  any  great  difficulty  in  fixing 
these  offices  on  her  Majesty.  With  respect  to  the  other  ah** 
jectionof  his  noble  firioid^  he  had  less  tosay  against  his  plan 
thu  any  he  had  heard,  that  the  inferior  officers  shohhl  tie 
appointed  by  her  Majesty,  and  the  superior  officers  by  the 
Vol.  1.-1811.  4  A 
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hib  DoUdrftiond  \v^  thinkii^  of  a  fimd  unngeiMit^.w^ 
bi«fi4f  of  anami^lMBeBl  sot  intMcM  to  te  penotionit;? 
fie  dMefioie  llHivglit  the  {irinotjafe  of  hi$  own  plaii.vM  pcv* 
Ibctlj  iiitolli|!iUo^  to  leafe  tbO'Qloeo  the  ennteoiliMer  lA 
thiMe.  poraoii  whote  attradlEuice  tMi  th^  King  isjieoeflipii^a 
bat^  nfc  4q  tb^  otbdrr  offioors  who  mm- not,  m.  tmtMtmin 
tkNl» that ahfe^fihoftlddbt  ftalw the poner to  iupplly.aiiy  v«it 

«  JIfr.  Poiwpiifty  teid^  thai  the  right  honpiUBUe  Ipentiateli 
i4>pt]Bileibi|fl:fefpr  natotdjrfaeiloWedlabapptdbotiooi  fiiM» 
nponrhi*.  own-  idad,  etid  icnU  apoa  tha&Wliich  inett  p6« 
settiUMlitt^  naisuif  that  oftheiMMe.kirdv^Xhe  rigblh»* 
aoltfabU  fffcotknan  sajra^  that^th^  j^poaitioa  st^ndittcd  hy 
him  (M IV'  Pomoiiby^  vtOfM  have  the  effix^t  pf  overtamia^. 
aad  disoideffing  the  wfade  of  the  Hoasehokl.  It  did  not  iw^ 
ttts*  tf  the  right  honoorable  gentiemafi's  -  ptan  should  bo 
adopted^  file  whole  iiatront^^  of  the  Honwhold  woaid  bo 
tt^onsfened  to  the 'Queen,  witit  the  ejMeption  of  two  dttoei* 
This  plan  gives  the  Queen  what .  byf  the  Beioliitioiis  of^ib^ 
two  HoUbes  she  was  not  entitled  to  faavb.  Me  hiiMellv  oil 
iht  coliifaryV  oontinded  tbhtlhisfntiDtu^ahitadd  bedi^JdeA 
betweeothe.  Rogeot  and-  the  Qncen.^  .  The  queitidnibelba^ 
the  GMUmttOB  18^  whether  thrHonisb  is  piepaied  to  ffbt^ihef 
Qneed  the  i^heie  Household^  wtfli  ihe  escoc^ioo  iJi  the  tw6 
ofiae%  dr  lirbi^ber  tliejr  will  aAeie  to  thes|i^itof  tbef&qnn 
fcitioAN^bat  is^the  questiblh-^eie  ii  w^klmkmgit;  and 
therefeie^^dioiild  even  a  lewth  bf  tlvo>>da]fsbelakfo«|i  ia 
peAoif  firoper  enactmeiiis  for  tbot  xravpoae^  (be  4i^  Imdd 
not  be  iU  b^towed^ 

The  Chanctlior  cf  the  Esxskeqwr  stated  that  be  bad  w» 
intention  of  tioikblin^  the  House  farther  on  the  sal^t,  but 
there  was  sncb  a  radical  mfscdkioefrtion  of  bis  propoaitioa  i^ 
llhat  the  light  hononraUe  geatteibab  had.  statodi  thni  be 
ifonld  not  let  it  tfcuB  wiAout  leiaark/  He  saysi  that  witls 
the  exception  of  the  two  offioes^  the  whoki  patmnaf^  of  the 
Honsdiold  is  in  her  Majotj.  He  fbrmt  the  Loid  Chaai* 
berlatn^  the  Mastcref  tte  Hoise^  the  fiqileniies^dte. ;  ao^ 
bow  can  it  be  said  that  her  Majesty  has  the  oonttdal  over 
those  whom  she  has  ao  power  to  turn  out  froBA^ay  of  these 
pftces? 

Mr*  Ponmriby  said^  tiiat  he  would  take  the  Ghancdior  of 
of  the  Exchequer's  own  expfainatibn.  He  bad  himsdf  maA 
pafaronaj^  penaps  too  vaguely^  and  be  mi^it  have  added 
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.controul ;  for  the  Bill  gives  the  whole  contrpul  to  her  Ma- 
jesty ;  8o  that  between  patronage  and  controul  she  has  the 
whole  management  of  the  Hoosdiokl. 

Ijortd  Castlereagh  explaiQed. 

Mr»  HUe^  AmmgUm  supported  the  Ghanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Mr*  Canmng  said,  that  the  Household  was  divided  into 
four  ^reat  offices ;  the  Groom  of  the  Stole,  the  Lord  Gham- 
berlaip,  the  Master  of  the  Boise^  and  tiie  Lord  Stenotrd. 
Her  Majesty  would  have  the  power  of  nominating  to  the 
office  of  Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  would  ha?e  a  comple^ 
necraitiye  to  the  appointment  of  the  other  three  great  officeif. 

The  galleries  were  cleared,  and  a  division  tocrfc  plao^. 
The  accounts  we  received  were  various  aud  contradictorjc- 
The  most  general  account,  however^  was,  that  there  were  ip 
all,  three  divisioos. 

i>  Fiist,  on  the  maiii  Clause  of  Mr.  BsreisifaL 

ForMinisteiB  •       -        <»       209 

Against  them  «        •       «•    .    180. 


Majority    *       •         87 
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Second,  on  an  Amendment  of  Mr«  Pondonby  to  except 
firon  the  Controul  of  the  Queen  the  office  eii  the  Loid 
^i^waid. 

For  the  Amendment         «        ^   ,    177 
A^nstit       •        *        -        •       204: 

Majority    -       -       -        27 

Third)  on  another  Amendment  of  Mr.  Pdnsonby,  to  leavfe 
•ut  the  Master  of  the  Buckhoimds. 

For  the  Amendment  .      •       «       ISO 
Against  it       ....        202 

Majority  -        -       -         22 

We  understand  that  several  other  measi^ies  weie  agreed  io 
without  a  division.' 

The  Horn  adjourned  at  pest  two  o'clock,  'and  postponed 
the  further  consider&tion  of  the  Bill  to  the  following  ^ 


■» 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TniOAY,   JAK.  18. 
REGENCY  BILL. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  oa 
the  Regency  Bill, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  tlxcheguer  begged  leave,  hefore 
be  should  propose  to  fill  up  the  blank  iu  the  clause  for  ap- 

e anting  a  Councnl  to  assist  her  Majesty  in  the^car^  of  the 
ing*sperson»  to  say  a  few  words  explicitly  to  put  the 
Committee  in  possession  of  his  view  of  the  subject.  Geo* 
tlemen  who  looked  into  the  Act  of  ]789»  would  perceive 
thai  the  two  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Ihurlow,  and  Lord  Kenyon,  ChieT 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Kiag*s  Bench,  bad  been  nominated 
by  name  of  the  Queed'«  Council,  to  whom  were  added  the 
liord  Chamberlainj  the  Lord  Steward,  the  Master  of  the 
Horse,  and  the  Groom  of  the  Stole,  tor  the  time  being.— 
In  the  present  instance,  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  the 
two  Archbislions,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Eldon,  and 
the  Lord  Chier  Justice,  Lord  Ellenborough,  to  be  of  her 
Mnjesty*s  Council.  With  respect  to  the  Lord  Chamber^ 
lain  for  the  time  being,  it  would  be  obvious  that,  from  the 
arrangement  made  yesterday,  no  Lord  Chamberlain  could 
now  be  appointed,  nor  consequently  be  nominated  of  the 
Council.'  it  appeared  to  him,  therefore,  necessary  to  sub- 
stitute some  otner  person  in  the  room  of  that  Officer.  It 
had,  indeed,  occurred  to  him,  that  there  was  something 
defective  in  the  former  Bill,  ina&much  as  no  member  of 
that  .House  bad  been  put  upon  the  Council:  but  as  a  va- 
cancy now  existed,  iu  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late 
Lord  Chamberlain,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  in  the 
Committee  to  take  advantage  of  this  vacancy,  and  to  no« 
minate  one  of  its  own  roembei-s  to  the  Queen's  Council.-*^ 
The  Committee  would  see  how  desirable  it  was,  without 
the  slightest  suspicion  or  imputation  of  blame  against  her 
Majesty  in  the  execution  of  her  important  trust,  th^t  a 
member  of  that  House  should  be  of  her  Council^  and  hav« 
the  means  of  making  statements  from  time  to  time  to  the 
HousCf  as  to  the  progress  of  his  Majesty's  health,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  Council  may  be  proceeding,    fhe  ia« 
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dividual  whom  he  meaqt  to  propose  was  one  to  whose  raofc 
find  station  ao  objection  could,  possibly  be  made.  It  was* 
only  necessary  for  him  to  name  his  Honour  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  to  induce  the  Gommittee  to  concur  with  him, 
that  a  fitter  person  could  pot  be  selected.  The  other  pet" 
sons  whom  be  thought  proper  to  be  nominated  were  those 
officers. designated  in  the  former  Bill »  the  Lord  Steward^ 
the. Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  the  Master  of  the  Hone.  Bat 
here  he  must  observe,  tliat  under  the  present  circusistaocea 
he  cOaceivett  it  desirable  to  nominate  these  persQna'by  their 
Barnes*  rather  than  by  their  offices*  as  the^  wiore  nomiaai^ 
ted  in  the- former  Bill.  The  arrangement  of  the: Household 
made  last  night  was  but  temporary  ;  and  as  the  duties*  of 
the  Queen,  as  guardian  of  the  King's  person,  may  conti- 
nue longer  {than  the  period  of  .this  temporary  arrangement^ 
it  would  be  ntoessary  to  provide  for  the  continuance  of  her 
Council,  after  the  expiration  of  that  arrangement'  It  was 
for  tbat.purpose  he  meant  to  propose,  that  the  Earlof  Wia<« 
cbilsea,  the  Duke  of  Mootrose,  and  the  £arl  of  Aylesfoid, 
be  appointed  of  .the  Council  by.  name*  and  not:  by  their 
oSces«  If  4iheiie  o&ces  were  to  coatinoe  to  be  Ik>  filled 
duriilg  ibe  period  of.  her  Majesty's  guardiaoship*  then-tlie 
appointment  might  be  made,  as  iu  the  former  Bill»  -by  the 
omces;  but. as  that  was  uncertain*  he  though  it  better  to 
pi:ovide  a  permanent  CouncH  for  the  Quees*  ratheC  thali 
run  the  hazard  of  having  the  constitution  of  the  Gounoii 
disturbed  in  case  of  any  change  in  these  offices*  The  ri^bt 
bpn.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving>  that  the  Itlank'  be 
filled  up,  by  inserting  the  names  Charles  Manaefis^iLoni 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  &c. 

i(f7«.^da9t,  observing  that  no  member  of  the  Roytd  fm 
mijy  appeared  in  the  list  of  uumes  proposed  by  the  ligbrt 
hoq*  geutlenum,  wished  to  know,  whether  any  communi* 
cation  had  been  made  by  him,  upon  this  subjectt  to  any  of 
those  illustrious  Persons.. 

TAc  ChawcUgr  ojtht  Exchttfutr  replied,  that  be  had  not 
made  any  communication  upou  the  subject  to  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Family..  He  followed  the  precedent 
of  the  Bill  of  1789:  and  as  the  answer  he  might  have  se* 
ceiv^stAany  such  connnunicatiun  tvould  not  iiavt  allSred 
the. line  of  policy  he  meant  to  pursue,  he  thought, il  more 
reipCKTt&d  to  those  Royal  Persons  not  to  make  any-4wch 
A^fiimmMuication*  j  • 

•  xLffd.GtQrgt  Cavendish  thought  that  some  meioh^of 
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tk«  RojFsl  family  ought  to  be  a  mentber  of  the  Qoten's 
Cloanoil ;  and  onderstaiidiog  that  this  was  the  prapor  tim^ 
lor  making  the  'm€»iion,  proposed  that  bis  royal  bighnefla 
|be  Dttkeof  York  be  nomiiiated  as  one  ^  tliat  CoudciK 

The  ChameOor  of  the  Exchequer  adaiUted,  thai  if  Ua 
Rejal  Highness  were  to  be  appointed,  be  was  eottded  to 
pftieedeDoc.  He  had  no  ol^ectioii,  theo,  to  withdraw  bia 
oaation  for  the  present,  in  order  that  the  question  might  bw 
fiial.  taken  with  respect  to  bis  Royal  H^hness. 

Ifri  Secretary  Syder  also  agreed,  that  his  Royal  Hi|:h-» 

»  was  eotifled  to  precedence  in  filling  up  the  blank,  it  be 
were  to  be.  nominated  to  the  C!ommittee.  But  he  thongbt 
ib  most  objectionable,  that  the  Dtike  of  York,  or  any  meOK 
ber  of  the  Royal  family,  should  be*  a  asember  of  thie  Gom- 
QtitSfe.  It  was  certmnly  natarel  that  her  Majesty  ^oulil 
desine  the  ad«ice  of  her  Sons ;  hot  to*  oblatn  that  adfiee,  k 
was  on  necessary  that  they  should  be  inembers  of  the  Caa- 
mittee,  as  they  would  hare  access  to  the  Qoeen  at  all 
hours.  Besides,  there  was  a  oonslitatiottal  objection  lo 
phcingi  any  membcis  of  the  Royal  family  in  sltuaii^ins  ei 
iniat  and  responsibilityf  unless  for  very  strong  feasoos.  No 
man  could  deny  that  tbe  members  of  tbe  Crancil  might  be 
called  toaccoaot  for  their  conduct  in  tbe  execution  or  their 
trust.  Another  objection  against  appointing  a  member  of 
tbe  Rojral  faasily  on  the  Committee  was,  that  it.  was  ded« 
table' that' the  members  of  tbe  Committee  should  give  an 
unbiassed  and  impartial  judgment  in  the  discharge  of  tbeir 
duty.  From  the  love  and  aflfection  borne  by  his  Royal 
Higbnessto  his  Royal  Father,  which  no  man  knew  better 
than  himself,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  nnbiassed*-** 
Another  gronnd  of  ob)ectton  was,  that  they  bad  already 
ikclded  ihiit  tbe  Prince  of  Wales  oucht  not  to  have  tbe 
oastocty  of  the  King's  person;  and  this  principle,  though 
not  founded  in  distrust,  was  a  good  Parliaaiientary  gpouwd 
for  excluding  all  tbe  other  members  of  the  Royal  family 
from  any  slmre  in  the  guardianship  of  the  Kiog%  pelrso»»-— 
On  all  tbei»e  grounds*  which  were  the  grounds  of  t>bjeeCicio 
to  a  similar  motion  in  1789,  he  ^ould  oppose  the^mend- 
oient. 

Mr,  Pansonlr^  could  not  believe  that  any  Committee  bad 
evtev  ejected  sach- a  motioQ,  upon  grounas  such  as 'those 
just  stated  by  the  right  honourable  gentiemaii^.  »Tbe4bM. 
objection  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was, 'thaifii* 
member  of  ibe  Royal   family  couM   eonstUiittoaa)ly<  be 


pkw^  in  A  sitoatibB  t>f  irnit  and  respoMtUStj ;  but  for 
mmy  jFiears  of  ttot  tight' bonoarajble  gcntkouui^a  life,  tin 
ilhistrkKn  Person  in  queatioo  had  held  an  office  ^f  trust  and 
reBpoosibtii^*  jet  nobody  had  ev^r  iieard  tblit  Vighih^- 
Boiinri>le  KAtknnait  con»&lAin  of  ib  Another  «iM«p|ioii  of 
the  right  hoaonrable  gendetnan  waa,  that  itom  their  aiiae^ 
tion  to  thnr  (»ivi|t»  the  nembers  of  the  Royal  fagii^ 
voidd  not  ba  mbiataed  in  their  jadi^eiit.  If  .that  Hv^ 
ftia  oeae,  if  die  iiffecnon  of  hiB  chihlcen.  Has  lo  be  the 
cause  of  their  exclcfsion  from  the  care  of  hi^  per$op|  bJl 
if  ajisty '  woaM  be  in  a  dific;retit  sitnatioo  fronti  mxky  iaidivi- 
duals  in  private  Hfe^  who  were  always  conngoed  to  4bf  dfr 
feotioriatr  care  oif  their  nearest  retattves*  It  was  no. mister 
that' tbrs  chilis^  was  copied  from  the  Biii  of  1789 :  the  pfib»- 
lie 'Would  think  it  strange  that  do  one  of  the  Royal  f^mUff 
UlftioU  \f^  n^poiated  in  ttie  Couocii.  .  *^  BuA  (said  the  rt^ 
boAoori^ble.  gentleman)  ber  Majesty  tnay  have  their  edyioe 
kritfalMit  their  bdn^  members  of  the  Couucil* .  She  migbst 
no  doubt  have  their  advice  when  it  coold  be  of  ao  i^vaiU 
bntnotMO  her  Council^  where  it  aittst  have  weight].  F0I: 
bis'^rt)  he  was  of  opinion^  that  all  the  membeift  of  :tbe 
Royal  family  shotiid  be  inckided  m,  rather  thaa  that  aU 
ihooid  be  excluded  from,  the  Council/^  If  they  wiQre  to 
be  all  excluded^  it  would  have  the  effect  of  bkAwioa  to  the 
public^  and  to  Europe,  whose  eyea  were  directed  1^  the 
prdsent  proceedings,  tba^hey  wem  excluded  from  ai  00^ 
victkm  that  tliey  were  udlfil  to  be  trusted  on  such  an  ioir 
fKirtant occasion*  ■'  <      - 

'  Mr,  Seoretary  Rydir  roae  to  correct  a  gross  misrepr^ 
lentalion  on  the  part  «f  tire  right  hooourable  gentlemaa^.!^ 
What  be  had  said  wasy  that/.they  ought  sot  gratuitously, 
nor  upon  toy  but  strolig  ground^,  to  fiTacea  member  of  toe 
Roy«j  Aimtly  10  a  situation  of  trust  and  respoostbility*  He 
feltfaimaelf  bound  here  to  bear  testimony,  as  he  did, on  a 
fermer  occasion  y  to  the  merits  of  the  iUustrioua  Persou  in 
^u^a»,  as  an  sidmirable  Comndander  in  Chief.  As  to  ^be 
qntilton  under  consideration,  he  should  remiad  the-  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  if  it  was  an  application  to  die 
Court  of  Chancery,  his  Roval  Highness  would  be  excluded 
from  the  Council,  or  any  share  in  the  care  of  bis  Ma)esty*a 
peitN>n. 

Mr.  C  W*  Wynte  admitted  that  rdatives,  so  near  as  bis 
Royal  Highness  to  bis  Majesty,  would  not  be  admitted  in 
prrrate  Ufe  to  the  care  of  the  person,  because  they  weiu  in- 
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teresidd  id.ihe  fOoefmioB  to  the  proper^.  But  to  soppose 
tlMtprineiple  to  apply  to  the  Dake  of  Yoil  in  this  case, 
wa$  'B  wil^  pemertiod  of 'arguooent.  The  aembers  of  his 
If  aje&ty*8  ftimily  would  be  most  likely  to  pay  the  most  ai^ 
l!N?tiott«te  attention' to  bis  €x>Difert|  and  lotake  the  speed-* 
kst'meana  for  hiar  reiuiapiion  of  povrer/  on  his  recovery**-* 
The  'Objection  agaiast  mb  royal  highnew  the  (Prince  of 
Waleft  having  any  thing  to  do  with  toe  care  of  hia  Mfages* 
ty's  person,  did  not  apply*  to  any  other  member  of  the 
Royal  family.  ' 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  namie  of  the  Dake 
of  York  negatived. 

'  Mr.  Shertdtm  then  rose,  and  said  he^ol^ctedto  the  first 

ibtn  niimes  n%  proposed  by  the  right  honourable  gentlemad; 

M^MNrithstahduig  ail  the  respect  which  the  rig^t  hoooor* 

able  gentleman  professed  for  the  precedent  of  llSfff  hk  did 

not  think  it  possible  that  he  shonkl  venture  to  propaaefiiU 

Sng'op  the  blanks  as  he  now  proposed.     He  congratolAted 

4he  Housei  however^  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

had  cTiscovered  that  some  pans  of  that  precedent  were  as 

^cln^nstcal^  as  his  own  resolutions  the  other  night  from  t 

^rkral  ^rror.   The  right  honourable  gentleman  considered 

the  Bill  of  1789  as  defective,  ioasm.uch  as  no  member  o( 

that  Hous^  had  been  appointed  of  the  Queen's  Council; 

'yet  ttwas  only  from  the  mere  accident  of  the  vacancy,  by 

the  d^ath  of  the  laie  Lord  Chamberlain,  that  the  right  ho** 

tkioptible  gentleman  proposed  to  introduce  a  member  of 

that  House  into  that  Council.    Though  no  man  thought 

todre  highly  of  the  Master  of  tlie  Rdls  than  he  did,  he 

ihottghtit  would  have  been  much  more  respectful  to.  that 

'Hbose  to  have  proposed,  as  was  proposed  in.  1789,  to  ap» 

point  the  Speaker  of  \ht  House  of  Commons  of  her  iMla- 

'jesty*s  CounciK    There  wai  a  superabundance  of  law  in 

the  Council  alreadyi  in  the  persons  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ' 

and  Lord  Chief  Justice.    The  duties  of  the  Council  were 

such,  as  least  required  their  assistance  to  perfoi'm  iu    7'lie 

duty  of  the  Council  was  to  watch  the  state  and  progress  of 

his  Majesty's  health,  and  to  ascertain  the  precise  period 

when  he  should  resume  his  Royal  functions.    The  right 

honourable  gentleman,  though  profiessing  hi^h  respect  for 

the  Bill  of  1789i  departed  from  it  whenever  it  was  conve* 

nient  to  him.    He  begged  the  right  honournble  gentleman 

to  reflect  what  was  the  situation  of  the  Queen,  ns  provided 

by  the  BUI  of  1789,     In  commenting  upon  the  proceedings 
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of  that  period,  U  was  i?ot  his  intention  to  reflet^t  vipb%  BW, 
P  tt ;  but  he  must  observe,  that  these  procel^dlngs  haU  bkth 
directed  more  by  a  consideration  of  persons  (ban  of  pH* 
ciptes.  Mr,  Pitt  had  said^  that  he  had  in  view  tho^c!  ^tf6 
^ould  be  Counsellors  of  the  Prioce>nd  iherefdr^tri*  jM-dc^^^ 
ings  were  directed  more  against  ^^0^  Princ^  than  agatn^t  b 
Prince.^  In  the  same  way,  without  meaning  an^  disrest^lfia 
lo  her  Wnjesiy,  he  must  say,  that  rin  thiS  occasion  thJ^  pri 
visions  were modified|ratherwith  reference  to?A<;Queei)i!iih 
lo  12. Queen.  In  VSl)y  the  Queen  migii't  or  tiiight  not  <f$L 
pcmble  the  Council;  and  yet  it' was  only  through  tbe.Couti-* 
-,  cil  that  the  King's  recovery  was  to  be  declared.  He  now 
came  to  bis  objection  to  the  mode  of  filling  up  the  blabl^l. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  last  night  pronounced 
un  eloquent  panegyric  upon  the  Prince,  which  was  received 
with  acclamations  by  those  near  him  ;  and  eveii  ret>.resentra 
himself  (is  the  fittest  person  to  be  his  minister  from  (hg  fide- 
lity with  which  he  had  served  his  father.  (No;  hoi)  TI^ 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  greatly  applacfdea  iihUh 
braising  the  Prince,  but  the  ^cclaniation  was  fonder  wh^i 
he  was  eloquently  canvassing  to  become  hts,  ^[inistef!^ 
No— he  should  put  the  sincerity'  of  that  panegjTfe  on  <Hi 
Prince  to  a  short  test,  by  proposiiig  tb  alter  the  liiahti^i^tf 
introducing  the  first  four  names,  and  to  make  tM  bppdint* 
hient  apply  to  the  offices  and  not  to  the  persons.'  TMn^ 
inination  of  these  persons  by  name  was  an  unwai'rabfaUK 
reproach  and  suspicioti  cast  u^on  his  Royal  Highness.  If 
nny  of  these  four  persons  sKould  happen  to  c  ie,  and  a  siib* 
cessor  to  be  appointed  accordinjg  to  the  rignt  honoarabid 
-  gentleman's  proposition,  such  successoi*  woald  not  be  a 
piember  of  her  Majest}*s  Council.  Why?  Because  the 
Prince  might  possibly,  to  obtain  weight  in  the  Council;  «(►• 
point  improper  persons  to  such  places;  because,  to  attaiti 
the  worst  of  all  purposes  by  the  worst  of  all  meiins,  hk , 
might  abuse  his  power  in  filling  those  offices.  Was  it  rijghl 
that  this  unmerited  stigma^  and  reproach  should  thus,  by 
inference,  be  cast  upon  his  Royal  Highniess  ?  He  shouldi 
therefore,  move  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  the  nam€,  iind 
insert  the  Lord'Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

The  Chancefbr  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  repel  the  cliai-^ 
of  the  right  hoiiourable  gentleman.  He  had  always  ex- 
pressed a  strong  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  ad6pting  the 
precedent  of  ITw^  biit  not  by  a  servile  or  degrading  imita- 
tion*   The  right  hoDOuirable  getittematl  bad  adniitti^d  thkt 

Vot.  L— I8II;  '4B 
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the  proeeedingt  of  the  former  period  were  influenced  bjr 
party  and  factious  feeiiDgs.  The  right  honourable  gentie<- 
JDaa  mieht  answer  for  those  ooancils  of  which  he  was  him- 
aelf  the  heady  **  quorum  pan  magna  fuit!'  but  could  npi: 
apeak  with  equal  confidence  of  those  to  which  he  was  no 
party.  When  the  riffht  honoarable  gentlemap  admitted 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  ought  not  to  be  the  guardian  of 
]»is  Majesty's  person,  he  would  take  advnnta^  of  the  con* 
oeasioo  and  go  another  step,  and  say  that,  it  he  ought  not 
to  be  guardian,  so  neither  should  he  be  the  person,  la  no* 
ininale  those  who  should  have  the  carejand  custody  of  hia 
Majesty's  person.  He  must  here,  injustice  to  bis  Hoyal 
Highnesa,  observei  that  his  whole  conduct^  on  this  occa*. 
aioo,  bad  been  marked  with  a  reserve  which  was  extremeljr 
creditable  to  him  \  but  for  the  reasons  he  bad  already  statedfj. 
he  most  negative  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Shtridau  said,  that  in  1788,  although  the  Prince  of 
Wales  bad  never  urged  a  claim  to  the  Regency^  and  thooah 
lie  had  expressly  disclaimed,  through  the  Duke  of  YorK, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  any  such  idea,  still  the  question 
eonttniHKl  to  be  argued  as  if  he  had  presumed  upon  such 
claim.   With  respect  to  the  charge  of  the  right  honourable 
|(entleman  against  him,  of  abusing  both  sides  of  (he  House, 
Jt  was  true  be  had  said  there  was  intemperance  on  both 
aides ;  but  he  had  brought  proof  against  Blr.  Pitt  of  origi- 
Bating  it,  by  proceeding  on  that  occasion  as  if  he  consi^ 
dereo  rather  the  Prince  than  a  Prince.     He  had  proceeded 
on  the  avoweciprinciple  of  suspicion  of  the  Prince's  future 
counsellors.     He  had  proceeded  in  the  Bill  against  persons^ 
and  that  hostility  was  not  controuled  by  principles.    The 
right  honoiM-able  gentleman  had  in  fact  giveji  up  the  whole 
question^  forhehad,  by  his  course  of  proceeding,  allowed 
a  possibility  of  the  Prince's  appointing  improper  persons. 
He  thought  such  a  supposition  threw  a  foul  and  most  un-» 
warrantable  stigma  upon  his  Royal  Highness. 
.  Mr.  Whitbrtad  said,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  begun  by  deprecating  the  party  fury  in  1788;  and  then 
bad  accusea  his  right  honourable  friend  of  givini;  up,  on 
this  occasion,  all  his  former  associates.     The  Chancelior 
of  the  Exchequer  had  also  declared  the  precedent  of  1788 
a  paragon  ;  but  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) had  made  a  shot  through  the  co9iscietUioui/y  wavtring 
muiraU  (Mr.  Bathurst,  &c.)  at  the  beltigeVent  powers,  de- 
claring, that  a// began  by  praising  the  precedent  of  1788^ 
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awl  conci  lulcd  bj  departing  from  it.  The  question  now  was  * 
whetlier  theofficcrs,  as  officers,  shpukl  l)e  nominated  to  th® 
Qucen^s  Council,  or  as  mien  ;  he  was  distinctly  for  natning 
the  officers,  and  he  was  so  for  this  reason,  that  the  opposite 
course  tia^ecl  a  stigma  upon  the  Resent,  by  supposing  that 
he  would  nominate  to  those  high  offices  those  only  who  hQ 
.conceived  iVould  be  his  friends  iq  the  Council.  There  wa« 
a  necessity  that  the  Queen*s  Council  should  be  disinterested  ; 
but  Lord  Eldon,  Lord  Aylesbury,  and  the  Duke  .  of 
Mofifrose,  it  followed^  from  the  nature  of  their  officea| 
could  not  be  so.  The  right  honourable \gentleman  ha(| . 
pretended  mighty  zeal  for  the  honou):  ot  the  P,rince  of 
Wales ;  bnt  still  there  was  no  doubt,  that  when  this  Bil^ 
was  finished,  \^  would  stand  a  recorded  imputation  upoa 
hh  Royal  Flighness.  They  should  hereafter  be  adjudge^ 
4)y  this  record  and  not  by  their  langurge,  and  thereiore  he  * 
would  vote  for  the  amendment* 

*  Afr.  ^;^am  thought  the  question  was,  whether  in  the 
choice  of  a  Council,  tbe^  would  desert  t(ie  security  of  one 
founded  on  permanent  prmciples,  to  adopt  one  founded  on  a 

4'ob ;  it  wasio'  in  fact,  official  appointment  a^inst  a  job. 
They  were  secure  on  any  vacancy  in  the  King's  Bench, 
or  in  the  Ctiurch,  Uiatthe  most  proper  persona  should  be 
appointed  to  fill  those  offices ;  and  therefore  if  office  ap- 
pomted  to  the  council,  they  were  sure  of  having^the  best  per^ 
sons  members  thereof;  but  this  consideration  vanished  at 
once,  recourse  was  had  to  individualitv.  He  thought  th^ 
motion  th  tew  suspicion  either  on  the  Regent  himself,  oroa 
the  advisers  of  the  Regent,  and  therefore  he  should  vqte  fox 
the  amendment.  The  question  was  one  of  importance  to  the 
countrv,  and  to  the  King  himself:  it  was  important  that 
the  Kmg  should  be  restored  to  the  throne  when  he  should 
be  in  perfect  health,  and  not  till  then. 

Mr.  George  Johnstone  was  for  the  nomination  of  Lord 
Eldon  rather  than  the  Lord  Chancellor,  because  the  Chaa- 
cellor  was  an  officer  of  the  Regent.  He  was  inclined  to 
vote  for  the  nori^inatiou  of  the  others  who  had  been  meor 
tioned  by  their  offices/    He  deprecated  all  party  violence. 

Mr.  Adam  had  an '  invincible  objection  to  the  motion^ 
becausse  it  went  against  the  principle  of  a  permanent  council ; 
a  principle  which,  in  his  mind,  ought  not  to  be  lost  sighit 
of  The  motion  went  to  suspect  the  Prince  of  Wales  of 
being  a  party  to  the  foulest  of  all  jobs,  or  of  being  advise(| 
by  bad  counsellors.    The  motion  went  to  fix  an  obloqujr  oo 
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the  Be|;ftii ;  the  arorndmcnt  proceeded,  on  coitsliUifional 
princliTi  s!  he  therefbre  (hoiilo  vofe  for  the  lajter,  nnt!  he 
fiobed  the'  Committee  would  be  inclined  to  coincide  with 

*''*Jlfr.  Marryati  wns  for  Ijieinolion.     It  bad  been  agreed 
on  'k\\  hnnds,  that  ihe  Prince  ought  not  to  have'lhe  guardiaa- 
ihi^)  of  Lis  Majesty':  if  go,  it  would  be  equaMy  imprdpef 
lo  give  him  the  contingency  of  that  guardianship. 
•    y/r  S/i?oW//y  said,  that  the  hon.  grntleman  who  spoke 

!ast  scorned  to  think  that  the  Prince  of  Wa)cs  would  oVer- 

1 


precedent — if  was  extraordinary,  however,  that  he  adopted 
preceilent  which  was  merely  inchoate,  and  pnfssed  by  those 
(vnich  'wi*re  complete:  he  adopted  that  of  1788,  and  pa^sea 
by  those  of  the  2ith  of  Grorge  II,  and  the  5tli  of 
George  III— which  were  directly  opposite — which  looked 
at  official  and  Dot  at  individual  i^hamcters.  Then  tbe 
Oouiicil  of  Kegency  had  the  power  of  even  nominating  to 
f|i6se  high  otfces,'  the  holders  ofSvhich  were  component 

}mrt  of  that  Council :  they  thus  engrojwedln  thdr  own  hands 
he  entire  sovereign  authority.'  h  grhtl*  men  opposite  were 
determined  to  adhere  to  the  prececlent,  let  them  do  it'bjr 
ah  adoption  of  its  spirit,  ana, not  by  a  base  and  servile 
Tm^tation.'  '  It  was  the  interest  of  every  man  in  that  Housc^ 
^hhtever  might  be  his  party,  to  supportthe  character  of 
Iht  Prince  of  Wales ;  tnat  no  disaffe»cted  berj^oh  her^fter 
id igfat  asperse  him.  and  cite  the  example  ofthe  Legislature. 
X^cor  r  hear  ])  Let  ihom  not  ^^ive  any  colour  for  an  asser- 
tion, that  they  tliought  the  Ifrince  of  .^Val^s  capblc '  of 
ch6osing  a  LbM  High  Chancellor,  not  for  his  wisdom,  hi$ 
integrity,  ot"  his  learning,  but  for  his  su!)servioncy.'  Lei 
them  not  all^w  it  \6  go  forth,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
venerable  officers  of  the  Church  were  to  be  selected,  il(»t  for 

.  Iheir  acquirement*;,  or  their  piety,  but  for  their  capability 
df  prostituting  their  sacred  functions  to  the  vilest  and  most 

•  despicable  purposes.     {Hear  !  hear !) 

The  AUornef/ 'General  had  he^ird  it  frequently  stated  hy 
gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  (hht'an  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  insult  and  cfepreciate  the  character 
of  Ills  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  disclainied 
all  such  ideas.-  The  learned  gentleman  opposite  had  ac- 
cused them  of  confining  themselves  to  Uteral  precedent,  and 


I 
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abandoning  ibe  principle  and  the  8|^irit.  /^ow,,  what  v{tf 
in  this  instance  the  pnocipte  of* the  ClrancC|rt5r  or  fte  lEi- 
ch^qjuer  ?  It  had  been  admitted'  tliat!  the  Regent '^dugfit 
not  to  have  the  guardianship  of  t^e'King^s  jpersdD,;.aiii| 
iliat  idea  had  merely  been  fc(lo\Ve<1'''iip  brsavii/jg,  that^h^ 
should  not  have  the  apJDointment  of  that  Cduiidil  to  Wnotii 
such  guardianship  was  entrusted*.    *"      **   '       '  • 

'  4fter  some  farllier  (liscussion,  the  question  was  put  on  the 
•amendment,  that  the  >yords  *'  Charles  IVfanners,  ^."  be 
omitted,  and  that  the  words,  "  Archbishop  of  Caiiterburjf 
for  the  time  being"  be  inserted,  when  it  was  carried,  without 
a'dlvision,  that  the  words  proposed  by  Mr.  l^erceval  shodlct 
stand  partof  the'Bill.  -  .  -      > 

'  Similar 'questions  were  also  put  on  the  names  of  the  oth^r  .• 
members  of  the  Council,  whiclr  were  all  negatived  wiithout  . 
a  division ;  and  the  names  of  the  member^  bf  the  Coahcil . 
stand  therefore  as  follows:^    *   '   ' 

*  Charles  Manners,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  Cdwarcji 
Arcjibi^hop  of  York ;  James  Duke  of  Montrose,  Maste'i^ 
of  the  Horse;  George  Earl  of  Vt^irichilsea,  Master  of  the 
Household;  Henea'gc  Earl  of  Aylesford,  Lord  Steward; 
John,  Lord  Eldbn,  Lord  CharicelloV ;  Edward,  Lofa 
Elleriborough,  CHief  Justice  of  the  King's  B^nch;  the 
RightHon/Sir  William  Grant,  Master  6f  the  ftolls'      "  ^ 

ij/r.  $hertdan  tfien  noticed,  what  struck  him  as  a  very 
great  defect'  in  the  Itegency  Bill  of  1789,  rtamely,'  tliat  tlie 
Council  Iiad  no  power  of  nieeling  butdi^ce  in  three  monthsi 
except  when  summoned  by  (lie  authority'  of  her  Mfajestyl 
This* defect  was  partially  remedied  by  a  provision  iii  llie  • 
present  Bill  ;'but  not  so  completely  hs  it' ought  to  be,  for 
it  appeared  to  him  most  important,  that  the  Councit 
should  at  all  times  have  a  power  of  meeting  whenevei:  they 
pleased. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  Council  should  certainty  Have 
that  power;  and  that,  bi'sides  their  regular  periodical 
times  of  meeting,  they  should  assemble  when  they  saw  it 
convenient,  without  being  summoned  by  any  one.  ^He 
thought,  however,  that  this  power  was  suflSciently  giveii 
by  one  of  the  latter  clauses  of  Biil. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then   noticed,  that  by  this  Bill  a  great 
and  important    trust   was    committed   to    her    Majesty, 
namely,  that  of  the  care  of  his  Majesty *8  person  and  the^ 
regulation  of  bis  bousebold ;  .and  yet  there  was  no  oath  of 
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oflSce  appointed  for  her  to  take,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of 
the  Regent.  In  tbc  appointment  also  of  the  officers  of  the 
household,  the  appointment  was  not  to  be  signed  by 
^^  C.  R.  for  G.  R.**  similar  to  what  was  done  in  tl^  case  m 
the  RegenU  but  simply  by  (he  Queen* 

TAe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  conceived  there  was 
a  material  difTcrence  between  the  two  office^.  The  office  of 
Recent  was  held  intruftt  for  another,  and  therefore  all  the 
acts  of  the  Rt^gent  should  proceed  in  the  name  of  the  King; 
but  here  Parliament  was  appointing  a  Council  that  had  no 
previous  constitutional  existence,  and  that  must  cease  to 
exist  as  soon  as  the  King  resumed  his  authority* 

On  that  part  of  the  clause  which  said,  "  in  case  they, 
the  members  of  the  Council,  shall  decline  to  act,  &c." 
being  lend,  Sir  S.  Romilly  thought,  that  as  the  trust  was 
conpecfcd  with  the  offices  which  they  held,  it  should  be 
imperative  on  them  to  continue  membeis  of  the  Councili  as 
long  as  they  held  the  specified  offices. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  conceived,  that  it 
^ould  rather  bean  act  of  harshness  to  oblige  them  impe* 
ratively  to  fill  the  office.  They  would  all  of  them  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Bill ;  and  it  was  possible,  that  from  a  dislike  to  these  pn>- 
visions,  some  of  them  might  feel  a  repugnance  to  fill  tfie 
office  assigned  to  them.  It  did  seem  proper,  then,  that 
Ibey  should  Imve  the'power  of  declining  it;  and  in  that 
fcase^  ^  there  must  be  a  power  of  appointing  anew. 

Some  conversation  of  no  great  interest  then  took  place, 
on  the'mode  of  signature  to  be  used  by  the  Regent.  W^ 
understiXKl  Mr.  Adam  to  say,  that,  considering  the  multi* 
plicity  of  papers  to' be  -signed  by  the  Regent,  it  would 
contribute  tp  his  personal  convenience  if  that  signature 
were  shortened,  ana  instead  of  "  G.  P.  R.  for  G.  R.'*  it 
were  merely  to  be  *'  G,  P.  R.*'  the  words  ^'  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  the  King*'  being  previously  inserted 
immediately  above  the  signature. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  every  wish  to 
contribute  to  the  personal  accommodation  of  his  Roy^d 
Highness;  but  it  was  desirable  to  preserve  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  customary  forms,  lest  inconvenient  doubts 
might  arise  in  the  breasts  of  sonie  people,  as  had  takcii 
])\ace  with  Mr.  Larpenty  with  regard  to  ibe  validity  of  th^ 
^signature. 


Mr.  J7^5rfi»{ thought  that  whatever  an  act  of  Par)iflineii( 
said  on  the  subject  must  surely  be  effectual  to  the  mind  or  . 
every  man.  ; 

As  we  understood,  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adam  was  re^ 
served  for  future  consideration. 

On  the  clause  with  regard  to  filling  up  vacant  offices  in 
the  Household,  Mr.  Sheridan  suggested,  that  as  the  Bill  now 
stood,  there  was  no  duty  imposed  on  the  Queen  io  nominate 
to  these  offices,  in  case  of  a  vacancy.  She  was  not  bound 
to  nominate,  on  the  individual's  decline  to  serve,  or  on  deaths 
He  wished  how  to  give  notice,  tliat  on  the  bringing  up  of  the 
report,  he  should  propose  a  clause  to  remedy  the  defect 
which  he  had  now  stated. 

The  clause  providing  the  mode  in  which  the  resump- 
tion of  the  Royal  authority  by  the  King,  in  the  event  of 
his  recovery,  was  to  take  place,  came  next  under  con 
sideration.  .  >« 

Lord  Millon  said,  that  the  Committee  were  now  come  to 
a  part  of  the  BUI  which  appeared  to  him  extremely  objection- 
able.  The  subject  was  a  painful  one ;  but  he  feh  himself 
bound  to  say,  that  the  resumption  of  the  Government  by  his 
Majesty  ought  to  take  place  in  some  mode  more  solemn  and  . 
more  satis^ctory  to  the  public,  than  that  which  was  pro-^ 
vided  by  the  machinery  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  that  as  the 
existence  of  his  Majesty's  mala^ly  was  substantiated  by  Par- 
liament, in  like  manner  ought  the  fact  of  his  recovery* 
Notwithstanding  the  confidence  which  he  was  willing  to 
repose  in  the  Queen  and  the  Council,  yet  in  a  question  so 
deeply  interesting  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  it  did 
appear  to  him,  that  the  Bill  lad^ced  pov^ers  in  their  hands 
which  ought  to  be  confided  to  Parliament  alone.  By  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill,  his  Majesty  could  not  resume  his 
power  till  the  fact  of  his  recovery  was  notified  by  this  Coun- 
cil ;  and  then  his  Majesty  was  to  summon  such  a  set  of  his 
Privy  Council  as  he  chose,  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  de- 
claration of  the  resumptibn.  But  he  must  object  to  this 
Council  holding  such  an  authoHty  in  their hnnds  ;  audit 
should  also  be  declared  imperative,  that  all  Privy  Counsel- 
lors without  distinction  should  be  summoned  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. The  brst  way  of  declaring  the  King's  rec<ivery 
would  be  by  the  great  constitutional  authorities  of  the 
country  ;  lie  meant  the  two  iloiises  of  Parliament.  He 
acknowledged  there  were  great  difliculties  in  the  mode  wbick 
be  now  proposed    (^Hear,  hear ^  from  Mr.  PerecvaOi  but 
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e.  subject.  ya»  siirioupdcicl  by  clifiiculties  od  all  sides.  It 
might  be  said,  that  debates  and  delay  wonid  be  created  : 
but  still  ft  would  be  ipuch  roorc^dignUied,  muclMiiore  satis- 
^ctory  to  the  public,  and  even  to  the  kin^>  to  Ik?  restored  So 
Ifis  Tor^ne  hy  the  .voice  of  bis  people,  as  delivered  hy  their 
ippfKse^tatives  in  ParliMoieot.  than  by  the  sort  of  machinery 
toatwas  provided  fur  the  Bil). 
,     Mr.  Fuller  said,  theiibble  Lord  had  talked  a  ^eat  deal  of 

{lie  machinery  of  tlu?  Bill:   now.  what  would  he  wish  to 
layei  done*?    The  Bill  had  formerly  ^oqe  thfoutch  all  its 

'siBgCA,  and  bisen  wanply  debated,  when  it  wns  brotight  in  by 
one  of  the  wisest  men  that  ever  existed,  and  he  wished  the 
House  to  keep  the  present  Bill  regulated  by  his  great  under- 
ftandiog.  The  members  of  the  Council  were  on  oath,  but 
tne. members  of  Parlinraent  were  npt.  We  were  to  be 
governed  by  philosophical  principles  (A  laugh).  Gentle* 
men  might  laugh,  hut  he  would  maintain  that  the  whole  of 
the  Bill  was  founded  on  these  principles.  The  proceedings  of 
Chancery  were  founded  on  these  philosophical  principles* 
The  he|r-apparent,  let  lyim  be  of  a  private  family,  or  heir 

*|o  tiff;  Crown,  was  hot  to  have  the  care  of  the  Person,  but 
others  entirely  independent* 

.  .  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  the  noble  Lord 
great  ccedit  for  the  const  it  utionul  tendency  of  his  ari^ument 
argument.  The  noble  Lord  seemed  to  think  that  as  the 
circumstance  of  the  cessation  of  tlie  King's  authority  was 
first  established  by  Parliamentary  inquiry,  the  termination 
pf  the  Regency  should  not  close  but  by  an  investigation  of  a 
similar  kmd.  The  noble  Lord  would,  however,  recollect 
that  the  present  measure  went  to  divest  his  Majesty  of  all  his 
liuthority  in  the  government  of  the  country,  and  therefore 
could  not  in  the  first  instance  be  undertaken  without  a  Par- 
liamentary inquiry.  But  after  his  Majesty's  jestoration,  jhe 
thing  became  quite  different.      No  means  could  in  the  first 

^  instance  be  given  to  his  Majesty,  by  whicK  he  could  person- 
ally give  notice  of  his  intention  or  desire  to  resume  the 
the  functions  of  the  Royal  authority.  Thc-Qiicea  and 
Council  would  be  ready  enough  to  call  the  Council,  but 
there  roust  be  j^omc  regenerating  power  given  to  his  Majesty 
to  <*nablc  him  to  resume  the  Koyal  authority.  This  was 
^uificiently  provided  for  by  the  several  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  clause  for  assembling  the  Parliament  on  that  oc* 
^ion«      He   should  therefore  hope  these  considerations 
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•mU  lie  tdSeSent  io  Sadnci  4he  hdUe  Lord  ^  WMe%|| 

'  JMr.  AftTy  after  daelaftag  ibis  great  «espe0t  for  the  AobV? 
XiMdqppoeiite^Mjtton),  agam  acTforteri  ta  flie  word  ^<  ma* 
tifaineiy)  and  9sAA  ke  wanlecl  no  maediaeiy  ;  l4iat  he  an^i<« 
«tood  the  iiottse  to  be  aiiyoihtifi^  n  Aejgeni)  and  ««t  a  Kin^  £ 
mtid  tiiat  ibe  mtr iotkNis  wens  perfectly  ^jorifformable  ttf  MISs 
Citf  imigk%  That  waa  the  ginsat  :fmoedent  towMdh  ikef . 
.  <mfltti  t#  adheie,  iakead  ^'itrin^lng  tip  pfecedents  H|ira^ 
many  led^herriaa^  hanging  agntoftt  %  ifalV  (A  hud  tttagh^. 
'thty  talked  of^ibdicatic^^,  bat  Kmg  Jmms  didttotab^ 
dictft^— le  demaaded  his  Giowa  <wlt}ilti- twcy  yeatv.  >  4ltfC  lite 
two  HoiiseB  appointed  ana^Mf  'Kiitff,'4nipMtng  \iklK^ 
tftrietions  Mwgr  tbofrj|bt  <pfopbri  amfif  the  presenf <floto(* 
of  Parliament  should  abandon  their  dttty^^tliey  woirid  be 
the  Howes  which  satin  1688  iJ4migh)J'^  He si)ppo(ted 
Ao  BMNcfaineryy  but  oidjr  wHat  waa  for  'ituf  goad  of  thb 
<eo«iitry.  ''»' 

Jfr.  JMM^Hb  admitted  AM^the  Msendniint  pMipMedbV 
Hie  Chanoellor  of  the  Ex«teqdier,' ^rt)MiaA«d  n  part^e^tli^ 
ndble  Ixmt's  (Mitton)  obfa(Stion;'b«t^^KafflH«ttM^t>lb 
aacerCaintbe  stateof  bis  MaJt^tyVhefe(tth4felkk<i'fhoi4uta^ 
4iOB  of  bb  aathof ity .  It  would  bf<  H  dMdSter  l^tfa  ei|rt>a«ra» 
ing  «abjeet  to^iscass  afterwards.  ''Il&  alldNi«i'^H4t>*% 
•wa9j>R>per<llha!t  her  Majesty  and  ll^rCtbtfrien  AMIS  HviiWli 
the  first  dawning  of  opentt^  feasbn)|ailld<(M^hiRiis%e«^riy» 
•oeedif^  iisr ,  resumption  i  4iK  h  woulcM^  fm^  bmra^acb- 
Aotory  to i the  pubHc,,  tlM.  I^rtianlafJtiilMMfid  AlciAreifili 
Majesty's  ^i^ora  pelency .  It  <^S'  of  the  WIlMtPeona^uMiHfi 
lihat  no  ddubt  whatorer^hdirtdbeileftln^ie  mind  of  oiiy^Ofiis 
OQ  ibis  point ;  and  Jie  really  thought  ft  wMlld<be  moregvrf^ 
faMo  his  Majesty's  feelings  toliave  IbelMisitaM  manag^t^r 
Parliameat,  iban  to  'SttbifiithiiMdlf to1h«  inspacfioa  of «iie 
Prhry  CoMOil.  This  was  bis  •opinibB/'bwtlie'wMldfioi 
•propose  an  maendmenti  fcyf  two  rrason^-^lat)  Betaiise»  ^h|b 
belie?«l,  tbe  general  wnse  of  the  House  wascagainst4i{m«^ 
And  Sdy  Because  it  would  be  more  •misehievDus'lhtiisuiAi 
an  amendment  should  be  rejected,  ihamtfaaftltsheilld  ad| 
•he  brc^ht  forward  at  all. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  filing  Ihat  ^e  inqniry  iiitoihet#> 
4Miyeif7  of  bis  Ma^ly*s  4)efllth  should  originate  witb  tbe 
'Qttcen ;  but  he  objected  to  this,  that  a  person  iitnoted  aa'bls 
^Majesty  is  sbodld  ^ome^fbrward  and  say,  I  am  leeowred, 
4ini  at  the  ^Hme  4}me  ncMnxiMiteiba  pemns  who  weia-to 
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fld^ide  appn  the  fiict  ofiiwi  Mmrery.*  WIUo  ikt  Qaxm 
and  four  of  ber  Council  have  declared  hU«Majesty*s.f^ 
ooferjr,  one  would  think  that  it  would  jbe  iii  tluB  pomet  of  tba 
Privy  Council  to  examine  iato  the  Teality  of- this  reco¥erjs 

.  and  to  take  the  evideBce  of-  those  penoas  who  were  cdoi- 
petent  to  inform  tbem  U|]oii  the  subjecl.  No  such  thin^--» 
Ibey  woe  merely  toit^^ister  the  declaiation  of  ber  bfaji«(y 
and  ConnoiL  '  Hb  Majesty  b.tobe  present  at  tbe  aecaaql 
Council*  to  eoasiat  of  no  las  than  nine,  but  not  more  Ihaii 
mhfb^  and  nol  a  general  Privy  Council,  bul  an  aasembW  of 
atae  Privy  ComwcHow  nominated  by  bia  Majesty,  of  whom 
am  wM  dedaved  avflteient  to  pve  effect  to  the  procbimation. 

.  He  foi  it  ti>  the  right  honourable  geotleiaan  io  say,  whether 
that  woald  be  a  oomplete  testimony  to  the  public  at  birgc^ 
4>f  his  liajeBty*!  mcawij. 

Tk0  Cimmedbr  of  ike  Mschewer  paid  some  complimefiHs 
Io  the  eandoar  of  the  right  bopoumble  gentleman  (Mr. 
Sheridan).  -That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated^ 
4hal  wheal  h^  Mijsity  and'fbar  of  ber  Coonoil  are  agreed  as 
i»  bis  Majssty'a  aseovery^  that  the  Privy  Council  havr 
nothing  mttm  t^4»  than  to  regieter  their  dedamiioni  and 
ihat  tMr  ^fltof  was  owvely  to  be  .ministerial.  Undoubtedly 
il  was  in.  It  leqiiind  aoCbit^  more  than  the  n^pstration  of 
itte  dadaiaiioB.  Still  all  this  may  be  done,  and  not  a  lingle 
atop  takim  for  the  leramption — an  interval  roi^  take  pboe, 
if  bis  BAiiasty  think  pvoper,  between  this*  rcgislmtion  and 
ihe  poriod  when  be  shall  think  fit  to  resume  bis  power. 
.The  right  iioaoiifable  gentfenwi  wishes  a  Council^  or  one 
aot  mdnr  Ihet nomination  of  his  Majesty.  What  were  they 
:|Nrovidiiy  for  i  Was  it  not  to  faciHtate  to  bia  Blaiesty  his 
j^umption  of  the  Throne  ?  The  King  is  eatitka  to  come 
^forwaro  ki  once,  and  resume  the  exercise  of  bis  authority  t 

*  ^i^.  by  this  measuae  he  merely  announces,  to  the  publk:  the 
jWQumitanoe'  of  his  capacity.  They  merely  wanted  some 
JfUQWn.  lespQarible  body  to  certify  to  the  nation  befotaband 
ibis  particular,  as  the  King  can  do  no  wi:oBg.  It  wilt 
Jb^  sayd  that  by  tbismachiiiery,  us  it  has  been  called,  they 
jf^em  TCplly  throwing  impedimenis  in  the  Kif^*s  way,  as  lie 
was  entitled  to  come  forwardJilmself,  and  assert  bis  recovery. 
They  wanted,  however^  some  sanction,  though  a  sanction  as 
little  embarrassing  as  possible,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
nation.  Every  provision  upon  this  subject  must  be  aitebded 
with  difficulty ;  it  is  a  disagreeable  circumstance,  indeed^ 
th%t  the  King  should  find  any  obstacle  to  the  resumption  of 
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his'poiRrert    but  under  all  the  circamstanees  of  lh%OQse/ 
^  this-fiaiiction  was  deemtid  necessary. 

'  Mr.  Sheridan  said^the  right  honourable  gentleman  mis* 
understood  him  as  to  the  point.  What  he  meant  to  con- 
tend was  this — tlie  Queen  and  Council  were  first  to  certify, 
and  thei^  the  Kin;^  was  to  determine.  The  Council  were  to 
be  called  oii  to  be  the  judges  whether  the  recovery  was 
efficient ;  and  Us  they  were  to  determine  on  the  calling 
ofParliameritj^  they  ought  not  to  be  uomiiMted  bj  ttte 
king. 

The  clause  was  then  agreed  to, 

Mn  Morrisy  when  the  clause  for  summoning  the  Privv 
Council  was  read,  objected  that  it  was  diffi^rent  in  this  Bill 
from  that  of  1 789 ;  fot  in  the  latter  it  was  exj^ressly  declared, 
that  the  Members  of  the  Privy  Council  so  to  be  sum- 
monci  should  not  be  of  the  Queen*^  CounoU ;  wheiea»  in  the 
present  Bill  these  words  were  left  out.  He  should,  therefore, 
propose  that  the  following  words  be  added  to  4he  clause 
oy  way  of  amendment,  viz.— ^^*  that  the  Members  of  the 
Privy  Council  so  to  be  suminoned  should  not  be  of  the  Queen*  s 
CnunjcU.^* 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  to  the  axnead*^ 
ment,  aad  the  words  were  inserted  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  tlMt  as  the  procki-^ . 
mation  of  the  King's  recovery  would  be  a  notice  to. all  ti|e 
world,  he  thought  a  particular  notifioation  to  the  Lord 
Mayor,  as  it  now  stood  in  the  Bill,,  would  be  oseW; 
and  he  moved  to  have  it  omitted,  which  Was  agreed  to. 

On  the  subject  of  the  oaths, 

.  The  Chancellor  of  tlu  Exchequer  said,  there  would  only 
be  required  of  the  Regent  the  oath  of  allegiance,  with  that 
contained  in  the  Bill ;  and  he  had  a  cuuise  in  his  hand, 
which  he  .should  move  to  be  added,  that  in  lieo  of  the 
oath  ofsiipremacy«  it  should  be  sufficient  for  the  R^cnt  to 
produce  a  certificate  that  be  had  twice  taken  the  Holy  Sacra* 
jBcnt  in  any  of  the  Royal  Chapels. 

This  clause  was -agreed  ta^  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

The  Chatpcdlor  ^'  the  Exchequer  said,  he  had  only  one 
more  clause  to.  propose,  which  was  relative  to  the  Droits  of 
Admiralty  :  the  clause  was  to  empower  the  R^geot  to  five 
jnelief'and  take  .all  such  steps  respecting  them  as  the  King^ad 
rUSuallyiekMie.       .  *"  '       > 

Tim  ciiiuie  was  brought  up,  agreed  (d>  and  added  to  tbe 
Wit 
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Tb»  Hapovi  va»  lb«n  brdvgki  u^  mid  #id(BKd  to  be 
teten  into  farther  <ioii$idmilioii  oa  Mooday^'F*  AdjoMmei 
tor  Mosda  jtr 


BOUSE  OF  LORDB. 

IfONOAT,   JANUAKT  SL 

^  Tbe  House  met  about  four  o'clock^  and  aft^  mak4i^  some 
Orders  rrepectbg  Appeals,  adjourned,  oa  tbe  motion  of  Ike 
&iri  of  Liverpool,  till  WedoMh  j» 


BOUSE  OP  coif  M0N8« 

MOMJlAri  JAIIt7ARr  91. 

Tbe  Sixth  Report  of  tbe  Carnatic  debts  Commissionen  ym$ 
presented,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  prinCed. 

roBUc  RxpENDirrKB; 

Iff.  Banirs  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  moye  the  r&-ap> 

E>infment  of  the  Committees  on  Public  Expenditure,  ancf  on 
necure  Offices  and  Pensions.  He  vas  happj  to  fim^  that 
there  vfns  to  be  no  objection  to  the  thing  itself,  or  to  tbe 
ilames  of  tbow  tvho  ^ere  to  compose  the  Committees,  vhose 
hboors  would,  in  all  probability,  be  attended  with  so  much 
advantage  ta  the  public.  He  intended  to  propose  a  substi- 
tute for  a  gentlemah  who  had  been  in  the  former  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditure,  (Mr.  Peele  probably,)  who  had  now 
accepted  an  official  situation,  and  could  not,  therefore^ 
regularly  attend.  Besides  the  Committee  bad  been  ap* 
pointed  on  the  principle,  whether  right  or  wrong,  that 
iK>  placeman  should  be  a  member.  The  appointment  of 
the  Committees  was  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  following  are  th^ 
fnembers; 

POMMITTEB   QV   PUBLIC   BXPEKDITOBB. 

Mr.  Baitkei,  Sir  Thomas  9ariiif  , 

Mr.  H.  l*boraton,  Mr.  Milnes, 

Mr.Btddulph,  Mr.  Ellis, 

Mr.  Slui]gn  Bourpe,  Mr.  Babington, 

Mr.  Bro^n,  Sir  George  Waxwaimr, 

Mn  Nicholson  iJalmtt  Mr.  Niduiiat  VajMiltart, 
Mr.  Cayeodish, 
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dK  siNEcvmB  bmcBs,  jte.  / 

Mr.Bmkef,  Mi.D.GidcIy, 

Hon.  Mr.  Waid^  Mr.  CaoBiftg, 

Mr.  Long,  Mr.  fiaibiinrtt 

Mr.  EIUs,  Mr.  Wilbcifopcei 

Lord  PorchcBtery  Mr.  H.  Martin* 
Mr.  Tietney, 

Thc.Or^  for  (de  Call  of  tli«  House  was^  on  tbe  motbii  of 
Mr.  Peroevali  dl^harged.    . 

iir,  Perceoal  then  qioved  ihc  further  considenitiofi  of  th^ 
report  q(  the  .Regency  Bill — and  on  the  question^  that  the 
nmea^menlft  b^  nsd  a  second  timei 

SrSrmds  Burddt^umor  9^  obser^edi  that  he  filt  sndi 
atroog  otyeclions  to  the  whole  of  this  measure  that  heshoulS 
n^t  op. his  dtttjr  to  his  constituents!  to  the  CQuntr;|r9  and  enm 
t^  the  Crown  itselfji  if  he  did  not  oppose  the  further  con* 
sidjemtion  of  this  rewrt,  which,  in  his  opinioPi  ouffht  to  be 
thgiown  out  altogether.  He  objected  to  the  whole  of  the 
measure'-'bot  to  nothinjir  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^t  part  of  it  which 
went  to  divide  the  influence  of  the  Crown  from  the  Gxecu* 
live  goveniment.  if  that  influence  ought  to  exist  at  alL 
it  certainly  should  go  with  the  Exeoiltiv^  functions^  instead 
of  being  ntaioed  aa  an  instmment  to  embarrass  and  controiu 
tbe-operations  of  the  .Eegent*8  admintstration.  He  objected 
to  the  measure  also  on  account  of  being  of  a  temporary^  whea 
it  ought  to  have  been  of  a  permanent  nature — a  circumstance 
which  had  been  defended  upon  this  one  argument,  that  the 
Crown  was  private  propeityi  instead  of  b^ing  intended  for 
the  advantage  of  the  country— •^so  that  the  paramount  in- 
terests of  the  public  were  neglected.  When  the  King  had 
been  so  often  placed  in  his  present  roelandioly  situation^ 
though  onoe  had  been  sufficient,  it  was  the  duty  of  men 
calling  themselves,  whether  truly  or  falsely,  the  representa* 
tives  of  the  people,  to  take  care  that  the  public  interests 
should  not  be  compromised.  If  the  interi\sts  of  sixteen  millions 
of  men  should  be  neglected— if  the  safety  of  a  whole  countnr 
should  be  endangered  out  of  a  supposed  regard  to  an  indiv 
TJdual^  what  roust.be  the  fate  of  the  nation  ? — Four  times^ 
kt  it  be  recollected,  the  King  had  been  afliscted  in  the  same 
manner)  and  twio^  had  the  MiMistCfs  of  the  Crpwn  carried 
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OD  the  governinent  on  such  occasions — for  which  (hej  ought 
to  be  impeached.  Nothing,  he  thought,  could  be  more 
drstrttcttve  to  the  internal  happiness,  tranqiMirtlj^*  aiii  pro- 
sperity of  the  country,  than  sach  proceedings — ^ncilhtn^roore 
calculated  to  increase  in  an  alarming  decree  the  dangers  to 
which  those  kingtloms  were  exposed,  from  the  machinations 
oftite  ipost  powerful  enemy  with  whom^tbey  ever  had  to  con- 
tend. (Heary  hear !)  He  was  almost  amaaed  to  think  that  in 
these  tiroes  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  venture  to  aocept  of  the 
Regency  on  such  terms — ^and  that  he  should  consent  to  place 
himself  in  a  situation  where  he  could  not  answer  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  pubUc,  nor  a^cnd  the  responsibility  of 
acting  with  a  weak  government,  under  the  moat  di^cult  ptr« 
ttim^ancfs/  If  this  must  be  a  temporary  measure,.thch  the 
gbvemment  ought  to  be  stronger  than  nsual-^ot  weaker—* 
fpr  pepipanency  was  a  quality  which  itself  gave  strength;  or 
(f  a  government  could  be  carrtad  on  with  diminbhea  means 
in  the  hands  of  a  Regent,  a  fortiori^  it  might  beso  conducted' 
In  the  hands  of  a  King,  (aear^  hear !)  Tliey  appeared  t6 
have  only  one  dimger  in  ccntemplatloo^he  possibility  0C 
the  existence  of  any  difficulty  in  the  W(ty  of  resumption  by 
the  King,  in  case  of  a  lucid  interval.  1^ o  facilitate  bts  t-eturn 
to  pa\rer,  seemed  to  be  their  only  object.  But  he  main- 
tained.,' that  the  dangers  on  th^  other  side  ought  to  faatie  been 
subject  of  much  more  serious  consideration.  There  coidd  bri 
odpubt  of  the  facility  with  which  the  Kiiign|tght  sesume  Uti 
tmthority :  but  the  government  to  be  committed  to  the  Re- 
gent was  one  which  could  not  be  catried  on  with  sattsiacf  ion  to 
those  by  whom  it  must  be  administered,  nor  withad  vantage  fo 
the  public  at  large.  It  was  shewing  a  bad  example  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  a  ihost  mischievous  one  to 
foreign  nations,  to  make  these  experiments  to  ascertain  with 
lirhat  f77WinKiit  of  understand ino^  the  government  might  be 
conducted — and  thus  in  the  mmds  ot  all  rational  m^ntbey 
were  undermining  the  foundations  of  that  Thfonc,  which 
it  was  their  professed  object  to  support.  (Hear,  hear^  hearl) 
He  repeated,  that  to  have  a  person  at  the  l)ead  of  aiFairs,  who 
had  long  been  incapable  of  signing  his  name  to  a  document, 
without  some  one  to  guide  bis  hand ;  a  person  long  inca-' 
pabte  of  receiving  petitions,  of  even  holding  a  levee,  or 
discharging  the  most  ordinary' functions  of  bis  otBce,  and 
now  alUicted  with  this  mental  mulady*-was^  a  most  mis- 
dhievous  example  to  the  people  of  this  country,  while  it  had 
a  tendency  to  expose  the  goveropient  to  the  contempt  of 
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foreign  Eoweuk .  He  pfotcfetod .  «^itiA  the  iwlio1^i4»fffl|||MF 

me&sure,  but  particularly  «gRin$t  this,  assiunpdop  ^.A^ 

imtkoritv  of  a,  whole^  nation,  and  dealing  out  the  powf^ip 

-of  the  Cfroym  in  poctiomitO'  wck  as  liad  nothing  to  do *w^|i|i 

the  Executive  mnctiontk     He  had  rotated  hisppijuo^  tjbj^t 

ihi6.9Uffbt  to  be  a  permanent  and  imK  a  teRiporaryiOfeaiuqe:; 

JbbtBs  few  would  aghso'with  him  in  liiis',  he  did  nolribfMkk 

neoTflsaryat  present  to  tliride  theHotise  on  .that  point,  >  A^ 

iq  ihe  iBtoor  parta  of  this  proceeding,  heo^ecterjl  atfonglr 

Jlo  the  aeparation  of  the  Hgfisebold  froin  the  GovenuiveaC 

:He  did  Uo4  saj  that  this  influence  ought  to  exist  .at  %U-^bift 

if  it  did,  ,fae  was  sure  it  ought  to  go  with  tlie  ExecHtivir 

Authoritj.    A  Goi^rnment  divided  against  itself  c^oald  |M)it 

atand,'  While  diffident  factions  were  exercising  tlieir  sevei^al 

portions  of  the  influence  ofthe  Crown,  and  thus  neuiralisiRg 

the  whole*     It  was  difficult  to  conceive  how  4be  R^gai^ 

eould,  under  such  circunastatices,  carry  pn.hi^  gQvcrnaicnt 

at.aIL>rrTbts  was  a  most  peruicioua  Ocpecin^nt,  and  pfi4« 

iimes  for  making  itj  tbe  worst  lias  be^n  miosen.    It  had  bao^ 

aaid;-  titai  tlie  House  ought  to  legislate  for  times  to  come^ 

And  not  to  lake  tlie  chamcters  of  individuqlsi,  i)or  tl^e;ppQC^ 

)iar  circumstances  under  which  tliey  acted,,  hit^a^xount-r 

that  they  ought  to  Iqaislate  on  general  prinoipk^s,  ^nd  t^ 

forma  precedent  which  would  be  a  guide Kp  futUR^agas^ 

.This,  he  m^erstood,  had  been  given  up  on  all*  hands*     IfL 

bad  been  admitted,  that  it  might  not  be  improper  to  take  tlif 

peculiar  circumstances  and  state  of  the  present  times  into 

consideration— and  he  must  say,  that  these  were  not  times 

lor  trying  such  experiments,  for  producii^^  weakness  in  tbe 

government,  aiid  increasing  the  powers  and  virulence  of 

^ction.  As  to  precedents,  many  bad  been  cited  on  both  side^ 

and  probably  many  might  be  found  to  support  the  views  oJT 

.^ch  party  ;  but  tbe  truth  was,,  that  there  was  no  precedent 

.at  all  analogous  to  the  present  case  except  that  of  17h8*9. 

.With  regard  to  that  famoi^s  precedent,  no  person  who  had 

read  its  history,  no  person  who  knew  any  filing  ofthe  pror 

ceedings  of  that  period,  could  doobt  that  it  was  far  trom 

Ijchig  the. result  of  the  united  wisdom  of  conscientious  memr 

bers  of  Parliament,  anxious  to  discharge  their  duty  to  their   , 

country.    This  Was  evident  from  the  manner  in  which   it 

bad  been  treated  bv  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (perhaps 

alluding  to  Mr.  Sueridan),  himself  an  actor  in  these  scenes 

-*and  how  then  could  it  be  taken  as  a  rule  for  the  direbtioa 

of  future  proceedings  ? .  Then  they  came  to  the  tiUe  parlia^. 


t  ^ 
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ittfotirf  mmii^  oF  Touoh  «ad  omBtmi  seoR.  Bitliw  the 
iRrbde  iBlaeB€B  of  the  Cfviwft  ktm  necemry  to  the  6mt 
^dministraliao  oPthe  gfirenment,  or  it  tmt  not.  If  alt  was  not 
teqtMLUiat  portion  wbkh  was  aanewMwy,  oaghttobedooe 
aimy  mtirely^if  aH  was  aeootafr,  thaa  the  whole  ought 
to  go  with  the  Exeeutifre  fimclioniy  bowewer  tempoiBrf  ,  aoi 
wUeteref  placed.  The  right  honomabla  geatleiaen  on  the 
other  tide,  perhaps,  wished  to  create  a  delusioa  on  4his  sab^ 
ieet«as  Mr.  Pitt  had  done,  who  took  advantage  of  a  daiia 
rented  by  the  Prince,  thongh  urged  in  Us  behtdf^  to  bdi 
kfanself  ap  as  the  cimmpion  of  popdar  rigbtk-^But  Ibeas 

Sitlemen  opposite  had  not  the  tiilents  to  canry  on  such  <a 
dsion  and  the  people  appeafed  to  look  oih  with  apathy, 
'whether  arising  from  despair  of  oblaining.any  relief,  oe  pre* 
anined  not  to  determine.  Bac  that  this  was  a  cheat  and  a 
4Mii8ion^  was  perfisctly  clear.  It  doeehped  nobody,  eacept, 
perhaps,  the  contrivers  thamsehes*  When  it  was  known  to 
wH  that  the  Gieat  Seal  had  been  employod  in  (he  Kin^!s 
wune— when  n(4)ody  was  ignorant  of  the  utter  sneapncity 
of  his  Majesty  to  ^ire  bis  assent  to  anyact-^wben  it  was 
"feond  that  a  cushion  could  do  the  business  of  a*  King,  tbe 
gentlemen  themseWes  oontd  hardly  eapeet  to  gMn  any  tUs^ 
except  dielay.  A  delay  of  three  motiths  bad  keep  already 
attained,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  by  this  meBSina,  to  serve 
the  rieht  honoumUe  gentleman*s  administmtioo ;  for  be 
must  be  aware  that,  as  he  had  got  a  Parliament  to  answer 
liis  purpose,  the  Rc^gency  might  get  one  to  undo  his  restrie- 
lions,  and  ad  that  te  had  effected  with  his  present  majorit  r« 
The  whole  measure  was  futile,  and  calcHiIated  solely  mr 
delay;  but,  however  this  might  suit  his  purposes,  it  was 
nioSt  mischievous  to  the  country.  He  protested^  thevefbue^ 
against  the  whole  measure,  and  objected  to4ts  being  laid  on 
4he  table;  but  he  knew  tlie  strength  of  the  right  honoutabla 
C^ratlemau*s  raajorify,  and,  having  no  hope  of  success,  be 
ifould  not  at  present  trouble  tbe  House  with  calling  for  a 
'division. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said  that  he  should  ascribe  tlie  peaceable 
"demeanour  of  the  p(y)i>le,  not  to  their  desunir  of  relief,  hut  to 
their  acquiescence  in  tlic  measures  of  the  Hou»ef(ir  the  advan- 
,tage  of  the  public,  and  the  care  of  the  Royal  Herson.  The 
honourable  Baronet  had  said  that  this  measure  had  prooeedei 
on  the  principle  timt  ftie  Crown  was  private  property,  to  the 
4exclu!»ioii  of  any  regdrd  for  the  benelit  of  the  -commuMtyt 
but  he  contended  that  noChingooaid  te.aa«b9ect  of  g9salir 
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public  inpoiiance  tkan  to  secare  the  facility  of  resamption 
on  the  part  of  the  Kfng.  When  the  honourable  Baconet 
objected  to  a  division  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  be  ought. 
lo  have  recollected  that  they  had  only  a  choice  of  diffi* 
eulties.  It  certainly  was  highly  desirable  that  no  part  of 
the  inflnence  of  the  Crown  should  be  separated  from,  the 
Executive  government ;  but  then  it  was  abmutely  necessary: 
to  fkcilitate  the  restoration  of  the  Royal  power  to  the  Sove« 
feign*  How  could  his  return  be  facilitated,  except  by  rem 
taining  a  portion  of  the  regal  influence  about  his  person  ? 
He  had  no  army  about  his  person  to  reinstate  him.  The 
.Regent's  government  would  not  be.  weakened  by  this  jnea* 
siire;  for  npthioj^ould  have  a  greater  tendency  to  weaken 
his  government  than  a  neglect  oi  the  King,  while  nothing 
would  contribute  to  its  strcnsrth  more  than  a  proper  rqgaia 
for  the  King,  which  could  duly  be  proved  to  the  peopte  by 
the  splendour  and  authority  of  his  household*.  As  to. the 
objection,  that  this  was  not  a .  pe;:manent  measure,  the  ho^ 
nourable  Baronet  appeared, to  have  forgotten  that  the  whole 
had  been  conductea  upon  the  principle  of  making  provision 
ooly  for  the  exigency  of  the  mdment.  '  Some  permanent 
measure  would  no  doubt  be  adopted,  ifthe  necessity  of  the 
case  should  call  for  it.  Thejionounible  Baronet  had  talked, 
of  an  experiment  to  try  with  what  nwrimum  of  understand** 
ing  the  government  Could  be  conducted.  Was  that  the  cba* 
racter  of  the  present  measure  ?  The  Queen  and  her  CounciL 
w^e  not  to  notify  his  Majesty's' recovery^  merely  because  he 
^ght  have  a  lucid  interval,  but  to  declaie  when  he  wat 
^mpletely  restored — and  it  was  most  unjust  tp  tbp  House 
to  say  that  they  had  been  regardless  of  the  pnbUc  interests* 
The  hcmourable  Baronet  had  said  that  his  rig^t  honourabloi 
friend  only  wanted  to%preserve  his  own  power.  If  his  rigbt.- 
honourable  friend  had  been  so  very  anxious  to  gratify  his 
own  ambition,  he  might  have  done  so  to  a  greater  extent  ;« 
but  then  he  would  not  have  stood  so  high  in  the  opinion  o€ 
that  House  as  he  now  did.  His  right  honoaraUe  friend  hail 
been  accused  of  treading  in  the  steps  of  a  great  man  now  na. 
more ;  but,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Burke,  he  would,  undec. 
every  difficulty,  consider  that  accilsation  as  his  highest  con- 
solation. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  protested  against  the  dday,  which- 

was  not  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  alone)  bot> 

of  the  House  also.    He  objected  to  the  Bill  likewise,  as  con* 

laining  the  same  language  of  suspicion  and  insnlt  against  hia 

ToL.  I.— 1811.  4  D 
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Royal  HigfaiMs^  as  tht  RU  of  1789.  The  Bill  wis  besides 
insQltiog  to  the  Kfaig  biimelf.  He  objected  to  the  Bill^  as 
being  contmrjr  to  the  Resolutions.  After  the  niarily  and 
dignified  answer  of  the  PrinceyoA  the  snbject  6f  these  Reso« 
bitions,  was  it  asin^  him  iairty  to  go  ap  to  him  with  this 
Bill  ?  Upon  no  prmcipkn  of  equity  conid  they  offsr  to  the 
Prinoe  a  fiil)  diicctly  in  the  teeth  of  the  Resolutions  ;  and 
yet,  the  gentleman  opposite  must  be  awans,  be  supposed,  of 
ibe  dilemma  to  whicn  they  would  be  reduced,  and  tlie«sitaa- 
tion  in  whidi  the  coantry  woald  be  placed,  if  tfie  Prioce 
diould  think  himself  bound  to  refuse  the  Regency. 

It  was  then  agreed,  without  a  division,  that  the  Amenct* 
meats  shoaldbe  read  a  second  tune. 

It  was  thea  settled,  that  the  Amendments  made  in  the 
Committee,  riiottld  first  be  gone  through,  and  that  the 
Report  being  agreed  to,  such  amendments  as  gentlemen 
might  propose  to  introduce  into  the  bCidy  of  the  i^ill  should 
tim  be  proposed* 

Mr.  PansofAUj  in  place  of  tha  woids  in  the  first  blank  in 
tiie  restriction  cmuse,  which  was  filled  up  with  the  woids 
<^  1st  February,  18  IS,",  proposed  that  the  words,  <^  sfac 
months  from  the'  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,"  be  sob^ 
alituted. 

This  Amendment  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

On  the  clause  utith  respect  to  the  dispcsal  of  the  House* 
hoh), 

3fr.  PMsonf^  nam  rose :  he  wished  particularly  to 
<sall  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  nature  of  the  proV^ 
don  of  that  clause  in  die  Bill  which  regarded  his  Majesty'^ 
Household,  and  aho  to  several  amendments  which  he  meant 
to  propose  on  that  subject  If  the  clause  passed  in  its  pre* 
sent  form,  the  ccnseauenoe  would  be,  that  the  entire  Houses 
hold,  except  two  tnfltog  ofEces,  would  be  submitted  to  the 
contr6ul  and  patronage  of  her  Majesty ;  and  this  was  to  be 
done,  notwitDstahding  the  ierpress  contradictory  tenour  of 
itit  Resolutions  which  bad  been  passed  by  the  two  Houses^ 
and  which,  it  was  generally  undentood,  were  to  haye  beeif 
Aiade  the  fotmdation  of  the  present  Bill.  These  Resolutions^ 
thus  li^hdy  dispel  of,  haa  been  adopted,  aft^  solemn  d&* 
liberation,  by  a  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  its  consi« 
delation  the  state  of  the  natimi..  They  gave  to  the  Queen 
ttfe  disposal  of  so  much  and  such  pa!rt  of  the  Hou6efaoM  m 
should  be  considered  sufficteht  ibr  the  care  of  fan  Majesto^f 
person,  and  for  t!be  support  of  sndt  9tote  ip  show  V 
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deemed  adeqiMtteto  bk  present  situiitioQ ;  the  rest  irai  to  be 
plafied  io  the  bands  of  U^  Qegeot.  It  was  pretty  detr,  tkeo, 
tJtuA  in  whatever  the  present  clause  exceeded  that  arrange* 
mentyin  so  much  did  it  contradict  the  cxtiress  atipulation  aoid 
understood  ihith  of  the  fonner  Rewlution.  When  the 
Commitlee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  weie  ponsidering  thie  • 
sobgecty  he  took  the  liberty  of  proposiog  cectaiiji  amflad* 
ments^n which  were  opposed,  by  several  gentlemen^  apd 
particularly  by  one  (Mr.  Huskbson),  whose  oSciid  hs^nts^ 
acuteuess  of  discrimination!  extensive  kaowledge,  and  ee* 
ncaralpeispicttity,  entitled  him,  whenever  he  considereicr  a 
aobjeotf  to  the  greatest  possible  attention.  As  to  that  ^penjil^ 
'man,  the  li^  Secretary  to  theTreasury^  he  was  inclinea  tor 
pay 'every  deference:  he  had  endeavoured  so  to  fnune.hia 
present  amendments  asi  he  hoped,  to  obviate  his  olmdioiis* 
ji(he  first  of  these  objections  wpnt,  as  well  as  he  couifl  recol* 
lactf  to  state  the  incompoiibtlify  of  his  (Mr.  Ponsonby's^ 
prbppacd  arxangement  as  to  the  uroom  of  thje  Stole  with  the* 
established  Begulatibns  of  the  Civil  List  On '  looking  ovek 
the  Acts  of  P^diament  on  thip  janbiect,  and  particular^  Mrw 
Burke^s  Ball,  to  which  he  haa  paid  the  greatest  attentioh)^  hi 
saw  tliat  the  grei^t  officers  of  tlie  Household  aclxsoanlod  ^' 
tbeur  ea;jpenditure  to  the  Exchequer.  The  second  objectioa 
of  thejionourablegentieman  went  to  the  insufficient  spoQifi-' 
cation  which  be  had  made  of  the  officers  to  be  placed  ooder^ 
Ihe  patronage  ofilie  Queen.  He  had  endeavoured^  in  klMi 
amendments,  to  meet  both  theae  objections ;  he  had  taken' 
oaiB  that  there  should  .be  no  doubt  with  respect  io  the4peci*. 
fication  of  the  Household,  and  no  change  made  in  the  pro^ 
sent  system  of  accounts  or  expenditure.  He  proposed  also 
Io  leave  ont  ofthe  clause  everything  which  went  to  prohibit 
the  Regent  from  appointing  a  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  which 
went  to  idlow  the  present  v  ico-Chamberlain  to  act  without 
the  oobtroul  ofthe  Prince.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  Prince 
had  a  Chamberlain  of  hb  own.  What* did  the  Prince's 
Chamberlain  menu  ?  The  Lord  Chamberlain  was,  indeed, 
one  of  the  old^  officers  in  £ngland,  long  known  to  the  acta 
aad  statutes  >of  the  Constitutiou;  but  what  the  Regent^s 
Ghanabexlafn  meant,  or  where  mention  of  him  was  to  be 
found,  heconfessod be  was  yet  to  learn.  To  the  office  of  tho 
Lord  .Chamberlain  were,  however,  attached  many  of  thos^ 
powers  which  belonged  to  the  government.  He  had  onlv 
to  instance  the  right  of  licensing  dramatic  exhibitions,  if 
Ihis  >£B11  pamd  in  its  present  proposed*  tbrm^  rendering  tho . 
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Vioc^Cbamberiaifi  independent  of  the  Prinoe,  that  Tioe^ 
ChamlxTlain  might ,  if  he  chose,  permit  the  lepicaentn* 
ticm  of  thoie  scenic  spectacles  ivhicb  reflected  apon  sml 
tended  to  brin|r  into  dtscvedit  the  goTernroent  of  tiBC 
Rei^it.  He  was  sure  that,  looking  bacic  upon  the  past  his« 
torj  of  England,,  no  man  in  that  House  conld  ix*  ignonuii 
of  what  a  political  effect  such  exhibitions  were  capable.  He 
proposed,  then,  in  the  first  place,  the  total  omiaston  of  tbe 
clansc  rrspccting  the  office  of  Chamberlain*  He  meant  to 
propose  an  amendment  to  be  introduced  in  tbe  1 1th  line  of 
the  printed  folio,  at  that  part  which  gave  to  the  Queen  Uie 
disiysal  of  all  the  Household  with  the  exception  of  twc»^ 
offices  of  Tery  little  consideration.  Afier  the  woid  ^*  niesi««. 
tion,''  be  would  propose  the  insertion  of  these  words:  *^sm^ 
sbovkl  be  necessary  to  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  person,  to 
be  vested  in  the  Queen."  He  then  should  go  on  to  specify 
such  offices  as  he  thought  necessary  to  be  pbiced  at  the  dt»- 

Seal  of  her  Majesty ;  namely,  the  Groom  of  the  Stole,  tbe 
aster  of  the  Robes,  the  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse,  suck 
six  l^rds  of  tbe  Bedchamberi  and  such  six  Grooms  of  tbe 
Bedchamber,  as  her  Majesty  might  think  fit  to  specify  in  «s 
mper,.scaled  and  siened  by  herself,  to  be  presented  to  the. 
Bqi^ent.  He  ]f(houla  also  give  to  the  disposal  of  her  Ma* 
jcsty,  the  King's  Equerries,  and  such  subordinate  officers  ia 
that  department  as  the  Queen  might  select.  He  should  also 
place  under  her  diwction  the  Lord  Keeper  and  the  Mastered 
the  Horse,  to  be  s]3ecified  in  like  manner  to  the  Regent,  all 
to  b^'onder  her  Majesty's  direction  durinsr  the  illness  of  the 
King.  ,  By  this  arrangement  he  did  not  disturb  the  preMnt 
irgulalions  of  the  Civil  J^ist  as  to  the  expenditure,  but  let  the 
payments  go  on  in  the  usual  manner  as  if  the  present  Act 
was  not  at  all  in  existence.  He  hoped,  he  had  by  these 
amendments  avoided  the  objections  of  the  honourable  gen* 
tl^an  with  respect  to  the  specification  and  the  expenditure* 
His  second  amendment  would  ^  to  give  to  her  Majesty,  the 
nomination  and  appointment  oi  all  officers  placed  by  this  Act 
under  Irer  direction.  His  third  amendment  should  give  to  the 
officers  under  the  Queen's  direction  all  their  orijcinal  privi« 
leges  and  orecedence,  and  should  take  from  her  Majesty  the 
power  of  uismissing  any  of  those  officers  who  had  been  ap« 

Einted  by  tbe  King.  Here  he  should  propose  to  stc^,  and 
ve  to  the  Regent  the  remainder  of  the  Household  ^ilim 
and  uncurtailed.  There  would  then  remain  no  doubt  as  to 
that  part  of  the  Kousdiold  which  was  under  the  direction  of 
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the  Qaeeii)  and  thai  which  was  under  the  direction  of  .tli« 
Regent.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  specify  the  menial 
servants  in  the  different  branches  which  shoald  belong  to  her 
Majesty,  as  that  ooald  be  done  by  hdrscif .  in  the  signed  and 
sealed  declaratory  paper,  to  be  by  her  presented,  to  the  Re« 

KL    Somegentlemenwereof  opinion  that  it  would  bavo 
[1  better  to  omit  all  the  detail  in  the  present  BiQ  which 
should  be  in  their  opinion  of  a  mere  general  nature,  and  that 
the  minutiae  might  be  specified  in  some  subsequent  measure* 
To  this,  however,  he  had  two  objectioBs.     The  first  was, 
that  it  was  disagreeable  to  Instate  in  this  business  sav)Q 
where  there  was  an  absolute  necessity ;  and  next,  that  if  they 
waited  till  the  Regent  was  norainatea,  to  specify  what  part 
of  the  Household  should  belong  to  the  Queen,  undue- in* 
fluence  mi^ftt  then  be  exerted  by  his  ^vemment  to  deprive 
her  of  her  just  proportion.     For  these  reasons,  he  thought  k 
would  be  much  more  politic  to  make  the  present  Bill  final 
and  complete-    It  was  not  easy  for  him  to  coutemplaie 
what  objections  might  be  made  tp  his  propositions.  PerbapB 
k.  might  be  said,  that  a  sufficiency  of  officers  was  not  left  to 
the  King  for  ibe  support  of  his  state.    Certainly  in  his 
opinion  sufficient  were  left  to  support  a  state  adequate  to  his 
piesbnt  situation,  for  surely  no  man  would  say  that  a»  king 
m  sickness  required  equal  splendour  with  a  king  in  health  ; 
still  less  did  he  require  officers  of  amusement,  which  it  re* 
quired  full  vigour  to  relish.    Of  what  use,  then,  was  it  for . 
the  GhancMlor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give  the  Queen  the  di« 
rection  of  his  Majesty's  hounds  ?  (Hear  I  hear  !)    Surely 
hunting  was  an  amusement  of  which  he  could  not  possibly 
partake.  > .  He  should  not  further  trespass  on  the  attentioa 
of  the  House,  as  this  subject  had  already- been  so  amply  dis- 
cussed ;  but  he  begged  of  them  to  pause  before  they  came  to 
a  decbion — be  besought  of  them  to  ponder  well  on  the  serious 
responsibility  which  they  were  about  to  incur,  by  cceating, 
in  the  present  arduous  times,  a  ^vemment  so  curtailed  and 
crippled,  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  any  man  adequatelv 
to  execute  the  trust  of  administration.    {HcarX  heari)    if 
the  House  thought  they  should  be  justified  in  so  doing,  let 
them  dp  it;   but  he  would  venture  to  say,  they  would 
be  the  otiy  people  in  the  country  who  could  foel  the  justifi« 
cation.. 

Mr,  Uwkissan  roac  for  the  purpose  of  observing,  in  al- 
lusion to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Ponsonby),  that  it  certainly  had  struck  his  mind,  when 
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tAiepiisefitniflBdBient  wttfiat  proposed  ia  f  ke  Coounttfieei 
tjiftt  if .iidop^d  it  uroiild  tend  to  iavolve  tfie  aceannts  of  the 
GivM  libt in  gasU  aad  iaexirkahfe  oonAisaoo^  This  ivat  tii» 
nwin  /objeclioo  lo  itibat,  impressed  bis  mind.  Now,  irbife 
be  im  ii|>,  lie  should  .veiy  sbottlj  stale  the  geamol  riem 
iMdi  lie  jentdtained  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill.  The  £nt 
olgect,  ia  his  -vieiir,  was  to  majke  proyision'fiar  the  case  of  die 
Mayel  pcicaQQ»  and  for  mainlainiag  about  him  that  degree  of 
staHe  AM  dtgoily  which  weoe jsuiti&Ie  to  his  present  situatiov. 
^besQoood  object  was  to  devolve  upon  the  fiegent  armudi 
of  ibe  fioMMMtive  power  as  was  possible,  in  order  to  render 
tbfr  government  strong  and  efficient  for  public  purposes, 
llie  thiid  and  last  object,  in  bis  mind,  wsis  to  make  adequate 
pnoviaiaB  for  ihe  jsesumption  of  the  Rojal  Authority  on  the 
BtfstoiatiQn  of  his  Majesty's  bealth,  and  prevent  ^jembar* 
aftssmieat  to  a  future  EiKcutive  Government.  *  Tlie  amend- 
asent  prcfxised  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  <Mr.  Peasopby)  dM 
saom  best  calculated  to  attain  tlie  second  of  these  olgects;  4br 
tfcp  da  use  as  it  aow  stood ,  appeared  to  strip  the  Bqgeo4»'s  go- 
vernment of  a  much  ^eater  portion  of  power  4han  wua 
E^per,  pi  consistent  with  an  efficient  administration.  The 
I^asit  now  stood,  left  some  offices  under  the  oontaMil  of  b^ 
llajesty,  which  did  not  seem  at  all  necessary  to  Ibedueeaici 
^qd'attendaiice  on  hb  Majesty's  person.  Neither  did  the 
Bill  Gonoie  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  Resolutions  which  had  re- 
oeiyed  tiae  sanction  of  the  two  Houses.  (Hear  I)  There  wens 
seme  gentiem^  who  thought  the  influence  of  the  CrowA 
g^ieatertban  itought.tobe;  yet  it.wi^  not  likely  that  ever 
tbey  would  thi»k  that  the  best  mode  of  dimintshipg  that 
influence  was  io  divide  it.  (Hear !  hear  I)  They  would 
rather  say,  that  if  one  part  oifthat  ii^uence  was  set  against 
another,  the  consequence  would  be -that  the  Regent  would 
seek  some  counterpoise  to  counteract  the  eflEbcts  ot  the  divi- 
sipn,  and  he  forced  to  exercise  some  new  species  of  influe»co 
difl^reot  from  that  which  Intimately  belonged  to  the  &:e- 
eittivie.  No  was  one,  who  thought  that  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to  carry  on  theaflaiis  of 
the  government,  even  in  ordinary  times;  and  be  must^ 
tluTeibre,  look  with  jealousy  at  any  attempt  to  curtail  the 
powetis  of  the  Regent,  particularly  under  the  dificult  eir- 
Gumstanccs  in  which  the  countrv  was  placed.  Still,  how-* 
efer,  he  had  the  objection  he  bad  stated  to  the  amendment  of 
tlie  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  should  have  greatly  prefiNted 
Uie  suggrstion  of  his  right  h.on.  friend  (Atr«  Canning)  on  « 
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tatmtr  nigKt.  The  anrendmenrf ,  l»  n6w  Tfoided)  Ud  mt  n^ 
]n6ved  his  dbjeciidas  to  throwUig  vrpm  ber  Mb jestjr  Ihe  in^ 
Vidtous  tndc  of  seteetfirg^  six  oiit  of  the  twelve  Lmw  tff  ^ 
Bedchamber,  to  iie  in 'attendance  upon  his  Majesty.  Rf 
what  rote  was  she '  to  jvd^  whi^h  m  them  %oiild  be  most 
acceptable  to  bis  Majesty  ?  The  task  was  altogetheif  air  xk^ 
'gracicyas  one,  and  such  as  6trgbt  not  to  be  impo^  i&pAn 
the  Queen :  though,  npon  the'  whole,  hre  was  ratfaet  fticUn^ 
to  pilfer  the  amendment,  yet  he  must  object  ia  ii  as  at  f44- 
sentiroided,  front  its  tending  to  involve  tiie  Civil  lAd  pa^* 
menlsin  inesctricabie  confiision. 

Mr*  Ros€  wished  to  correct  what  had  fallen  from  thoiig&l 
hon.  gaitteman  opposite,  with  regard  to  the  lioensef  df 
phrrs;'  that  was  a  separate  officer  from  the  Lord  Chcltti^ 
berltfitki  and  the  present  licenser  was  Mr.  Larperit,  a  geiftT^^ 
man  of  the  most  honourable  mind,  and  who  had  lately  dllf^ 
tinguishtdf  himself  by  his  conscientious  conduct. 

Mr.  Brtnd  entin^lr  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentt^ 
man  on^  the  floor  (Huskisson),  that  what  had  now  boeA 
done  by  that  House,  was  in  direct  violation  of  th6  RdSdllii^ 
tions  kgreed  to  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament^  or,  as  16 
was  olRiost  tempted  to  call  them,  the  two  Houses  of  Goh* 
ipcntion.  Whatever  might  be  his  doubt  to  which  of  thesfe 
litiei  the  tWo  Houses  were  entitled  previous  to  the  openiii;^ 
€^  Parlftiment,  of  tliis  at  least  he  entertained  no  doilbf ,  fMC 
whafte^ei  was  no^  done  by  Parliament,  most  test  t^p^^nj 
and  be  consistent  and  agreeable  to  those  Resolutions,  neri^ ' 
however^  the  clause  in  question  was  directly  contrary  td 
those  Resolutions, '  and  might  be  productive  6f  the  moA 
dMigeroas  consequences.  Who  could  say  what  dftct  sttcA 
an  mconsistent  proceedin«ir  mtght  have  on  the  country? 
Wfaaif  eflect  mignt  it  not  have  on  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liamient,  who  Were  thus  indirectly  insulted  ?  And  abo^ 
Idl,  what  iSect  mrght  it  not  have  on  the  Royal  Peis^ 
who  had,  in  consequence  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  tW^ 
Houses,  beea  addre^ed  to  take  on  hitaiself  the  aditii^iIsM^ 
lion  of  jtubKc  afiairs,  on  the  terms  there  potAted  out  A 
him  ?  l4iey  bad  i«qn^tted  of  him  to  tak^  .on  hftM^ 
the  raanajgemeiit  of  public  affairs,  under  certain  restriciidn^; 
On  those  conditibns  he  had  agreed  to  und^rfake  the  Rtgea^i^ 
and',  having  done  so,  that  House  had  chosen,  in  dSrect  con*> 
Mdictlon  to  those  Resolntionsi  to  im  jkise  addttibmd  shuekhft 
pind  tranurob  on  his  Roya!  Highness.  'Havii^  d'otfeso^ 
fknd  dnmid  this  ckuse  be  agreed  to  by  the  other  »#use,  ht 
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oonoeiyed  that  it  mnst  once  more  become  (he  doty  of  the 
two  Houics  to  address  the  Prince,  and  to  ask  him  if  it  be 
hb  pleauiie  to  accept  of  the  Regency  under  the  addittoiial 
impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  his  adminbtration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  nation.*-^In  the  sincerity  of  his  hearty  he 
(Mr.  Brand)  must  say,  that  he  esteemed  the  present  condoct 
of  that  House  a  fraud  on  the  Regent.  IJe  would  ask  any 
man,  if  it  was  becoming  that  the  only  appointm^ts  in  the 
Household  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Regent,  should  be 
the  Captain  of  the  Yeoman  of  the  Guard,  and  of  the  Band 
of  Gentlemen  Pensioners  ? — There  might  hereafter  be  a 
Houbebold  appointed  for  the  He^ent — but  was  not  this 
now  10  create  a  counterpoise  of  bis  authority  ?  and  was  it 
not  a  question  whether  tnis  very  influence,  of  which  he  was 
now  deprived,  might  not  afterwards  be  exerted  against  htm, 
and  an  ctkci  be  thereby  produced  contmry  to  what  the 
Tight  honourable^ntloman  (Pcfoevnl)  might  wish  ?  Such 
jniffht  be  the  efi^t  of  withdrawing  from  the  Regent  the 
inmienoe  now  proposed  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Qneen,  that  it  might  even  prevent  him  from  exercising  the 
affairs  of  the  government  with  force  and  efllcietk;y.  If  the 
House  chose  to  act  so,  and  thus  to  weaken  the  hands  at  the 
Executive,  he  (Mr.  Brand)  was  satisfied  that  they  were 
the  only  persons  in  the  nation  who  felt  in  that  manner—- 
4  who  weie  insensible  to  the  mischief  they  were  likely  to 
create-Hind  to  the  efiect  which  must  naturally  result  ftom' 
their  present  proceeding. — He  had  now  done  his  duty  in 
declarmg,  it  as  his  conviction,  that  in  agreebg  to  the 
clause  as  it  stood, -the  House  was  acting  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  in  breach  of  the  conditions  und^r  which 
they  had  tendered  to  the  Prince  the  Regency. 

Mr.  Dundtts  could  not  conceive  any  thing  so  absurd, 
as  to  contend  that  the  Prince  would  be  without  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  government,  even  should  be  be  depriv^ 
of  the  Household  altogether.  What,  however,  was  the 
extent  of  the  influence  of  which  the  Rqgent  was  to  he 
deprived,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  it  ?  Was  it  to  be 
found  in  tlie  House  of  Peers  ?  Or  was  it  such  as 'could  be 
of  advantage  to  any  person  desirous  of  turning  it  against 
the  Regent^-bein;  an  influence  which,  at  the  most,  could 
only  exist  for  twelve  months  ?  Was  this  such  an  influence 
as  the  Queen  could  avail  herself  of  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
the  Regent,  she  not  having  the  power  of  nsmoving  a  single 
one  of  the  present  members  of  the  Household  ?    He  ag;reed 
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thai  it  ivould   he  a  .most  invidious  task   to  impose   qn, 
Jier  Majesty,  were  she,  as  was  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 

fenfleman.(fonsonby),  to  be  called  on  to  elect  six  of  the' 
iords  of  the  Bedchamber,  six  of  the  Grooms,  and  slx^of  the 
Equerries. 

\  Sir  John  'Newport  expected,  instead  of  hearing  gentte- 
men  on  the  other  side  talk  of  the  appointments  of  which 
the  Regent  was  now^  to  be  depriyed^  bejng  limited  to  twelve 
months,  that  they  would  have  shewn -thsit  the  clause,  as  it 
now  stood,  was  not  at  variance  with  t^e  Resolutions  which.! 
iad  been  com<5  to  by  the  two  Houses,  and  with  wliicb  jlhey. 
had  ^bne  up  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.    He  felt  exactly  oa,- 
.  this  subject,    as  had  been   expressed  by  his  honourable 
friend  behind  him  (Mr«  Brand).     He  could  not  conceive 
this  to  be  any  better  than  a  fraudulent  attempt  at  obtaining 
a  consent  from  the  Prince  (o  accept  of  the  Regency.     It  wat^ 
impossible  to  conceive  a  greater  imposture  on  the  House? 
than  the  present  clause  was  from  beginning  to  end,  consider*, 
ing  what  were  the  votjes  and  resolutions  to  which  the  House 
had  already  come  on  this  subject.    Jf  this  influence  was, 
not  to  be  exerted  against  the  Prince,  still  it  was  placed  in  ■ 
such  a  way  as  to  Ix;  neutralized,  or  to  serve  as  a  counterpoise , 
to  the  legitimate  influence  of  the  Regent.     The  right  hon.  > 
gentleman  (Dundas)  said  that  the  influence  alluded  to  was 
of  no  consequence. — It  had   been  stated,  however,  that 
among  the  officers  of  the  Household  there  were  twenty-six 
members  of  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and  six  or  eighth 
who  had  seals  in  that  House.     If  so,  was  not  that  a  decree 
of  influence  of.  which  it  was  highly  improper  that'the  txe* 
cntive  government  should,  at  sucb  a  crisis,  be  deprived  ? 
The  main  purpose  of  his  rising,  however,  was  to  put  this 
plain  question  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  side— Was  this 
clause  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  which  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  ?    Or,  in  agreeing  to 
thisclause, 'had  they  not  rather,  after  passing  those  I&o«; 
lutions,  and  going  up  with  them  to  the  Prince,  been  guilty 
of  a  fraud  on  nis  Hoy  al  Highness?     , 

Mr.  Yorke  spoke  in  reply.  It  was  contended  by  gentle^ , 
men  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  the  Bill  was  .not 
founded  on  the  Resolutions,  and  was  something  amounting  . 
to  a  fraud  on  his  Royal  Highness  by  violating  the  con* 
ditions  which  he  had  accept^.  These  assertions  he  must 
utterly  deny,  both  in  point  of  form,  and  in  point  of  &ct« 
In  point  of  form,*' the  Bill  was  ordered,  without  aoy  re» 
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ihitndie  to  the  Resoluliotts  adopted   in  the  Ctaiiiiittee 
(Cries  ofHtdr !  hear  I  fnm  the  oppatUe  side.)    He  woaU 
admit,  at  the  same  time,  that  regant  was  to  be  had  by  the 
ftamen  of  the  Bill  to  the  spirit  of  the  Resolatioo^    What, 
thni»  was  their  letter  and  spirit  ?    Why.  it  was,  that  such 
If  portion  of  the  Rojal  Hotisehould  should  be  phioecr  ander 
the  coDtroul  of  the  Queen,  as  Pkrltament  mi^ht  deem  necea* 
asty  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Royal  dignity,  and   tlie. 
]ier6onal  comfort  of  his  Majesty.    In  the  Roolatioos,  tBere 
ykBn  nothing  speciified  as  to  what  that  portion  shonld  be ; 
and  the  Question  now  before  the  House  was^  wh^her  that 
i^rtion  soould  be  of  greater  oir  less  extent.    On  that  faead^^ 
fie  and  his  friends  were  not  bound  to  adopt  whMerer  gentle- ' 
li^eh  on  the  other  side  might  think  best.    (Hear  I  kear  !> 
The  Resolutions  admitted  of  contrariety  of  opinion,  aa  to 
the' greater  or  less  of  the  portion.    Theri?  was  no  speciioa* 
tfon  in  the  Resolutions,  none  in  the  general  underkandliig 
df  the  Hoo^,  and  none  to  govern'those  who  framed  and 
Urdugfat  in  the  Bill.    "Where,  tlien,  was  the  fraud  of  wbich 
ibifte  fffntlemen  had  talked  so  loudly  ?    He  had  all  along, 
thought,  that  the  more  the  subject  of  the  Household  was 
AlcUssed^   the  more   difference  of  opinion   would   csust 
about  it.    From  the  first,  therefore,  he  was  firmly  of  opi- 
id6n,  though  he  had  conceded. to  his  right  honoarable 
fi^fend,'  that  the  whole  of  the  Household  should  be  ehtiusled 
tcT  her  Mhjfsty,  though  he  admitted  it  was  proper  that  she 
shoald  ndt  possess  the  power  of  remoraL    la  this  state  it 
ittittki  hare  rrmained  till  the  expiratiua  of  the  twelyemonth  ; 
and  then,  if  his  Majesty  haa  not  recorered  within  that 
i^od,  the  i^hole  of  it  should  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Regent.    As  to  influence,  when  the  Queen  was  deprived 
a#  the  power  of  removal,  and  the  Regent  put  in  possession 
of  the  Royal  prerog&tives,  he  would  ask  any  roan,  where 
'vMis  the  dang^  of  that  counterpoise  which  had  been  so 
nlbch  Uwelt  upon  i 

Jtfr.'  WhiAread  obsenred,  that  the  right  hono^irable 
MR^lemaa  seemed  at  last  to  have  got  over  all  his  former 
olBcultieir  in  accepting  the  cfauHc.'  But  he  would  a^ 
whieii  the  Resolutions  were  presented  to  the  Prince  for  his 
aiJM^ance,  was  his  Royal  Highness  to  conceivie,  that  so 
c^temptiMe  a  portion  of  the  Household  was  to  be  given 
htei,  that  lie  was  only  to  be  attended  bv  the  Beef-ea(eis  and 
the  B^nd  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners ;  while  the  whole  of  the 
gteat  Officers  of  State,  all  those  which  cdnvi^ 
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influence,  were  (o  go  oyer  to  the  Qiieen  t  J^e  liad  *ibrpitrl|i 
iihifii^  !that  the  House  bad  departed  from  tl^eir  own  BU^oIu?* 
fion-tr^at  they  had  practised  a  fraud  ypon  his  jR4»vb| 
Biglinen.  They  were  now  conse  to  that  very  point  which 
tro^Ul  i^  a  touch-stone  of  their  own  consistency,  and  of 
Ihdr  a<Mthority  with  the  public*  It  now  remain^  to  (^ 
feejfi|  whether  tKe  Ifouse  of  Commons  w^s  about  to  gim 
.  f fi^tive  strenjj^h  to  the  government  of  the  Regent,  or  la 
pljaqs  him  as  it  were  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Mini^tor^ 
pf  giv^  that  Minister  the  po>irer  to  create  ^n  opposition  thai 
ji^ctttld  be  bandiilV  powerful  against  the  Regent  b^n^elf* 
{Hear !  hear !)  But  the  House  was  told  that  the  UmiUtioii 
ms  fixed  for  a  time,  when  it  would  at  last  expire ;  jujit  as 
if  the  v^ry  mode  in  which  that  expimtion  was  to  tak^  plac9 
Wafi  not  to  provide  an  ^g  of  discord  that  must  be  fruitful 
)n  contention  and  embarrassment  to  the  existing  gpv^Ht 
m^nt.  An  honourable  and  learned  genlleman  bad  told  (ho 
£[ouse  that  there  should  be  an  influence  dihtinct  from  that  ^ 
the  Regent,  otherwise  there  would  be  f\p  power  left  to  hit 
Majesty  to  force  himself  again  into  his  seat  ofRoyajty,  When 
the  people,  in  future  times^  should  look  back  on  the  bbtory. 
of  tqose  proceedings,  nQthing  would  astonish  theoa  m^m 
than  to  hear  that  any  difliculties  of  that  sort  could  bkyf^ 
been  dreaded  or  suspected  for  a  moment :  and  if  they  wem 
actually  feared,  what  miserable  expedient^  have  been  adopted 
^o  prevent  them  1  No  one  could  wish  mpre  than  he  didi 
for  the  immediate  recovery  of  his  Majesty— rnot  only  frooa 
feelings  of  attachment  to  his  Sovereign  and  from  a  senqf 
of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  public  aflairs,  but  to  eict^icate 
Che  Regent  at  once  from  that  lot  of  pain  and  sorroytr  which/* 
lie  foresaw  vansi  await  him  in  a  government  so  crippIecU 
iThe  right  bon.  gentleman  had  made  a  provbion,  tb^t  for 
file  present  there  should  be  no  Lord  Chamberlain ;  and  h^A 
thrown  out  a  taunt  that  the  Prince  might  make  a  Chai|i« 
^bdn  ot  his  own.  ,  But  what  sort  of  a  Chamberlain  woul4 
he  be,  when  destitute  of  all  the  powers  of  office — merely  fyx 
thfi  purpofie  of  empty  parade,  to  walk  before  the  Princf 
with  bis  white  wanif — a  Chamberlain  from  iho  toyshops  } 
It  reallj  astonished  4iim  to  hear  sqme  gentlemen  contending^ 
that  the  buck-bounds  should  be  retained  ibr  his  MMjestj, 
^ho,  even  v^ete  h^  in  health,  could  not  partake  in  tae 
^inusement*  Could  any  thing  be  more  ludicrotta,  than  t^ 
hcsLT  a  gentleman  gravely  get  up  and  maintaifli  that  suoh  ai| 
fspjffnwge  ^99  an^  waj  necessary  tq  th^  di^ty  qc  qcHOE^Mi 
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df  his  Majesty  ?  Witb  n^rd  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain^ 
that  office  was  to  be  dormant  for  a  time,  .but.  all  the  patro«* 
Hagc  was  to  be  vested  in  thr  Vice-Chamberlain.  Did  the 
Hoase  really  Tecollect  some  of  the  patronage  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  ?  He  appointed,  for  instance,  many  of  the 
,  officers  about  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ;  the  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod  and  his  deputics,'ihe^rjcant  al  Arms  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  to  other  offices,  which  certainly 
gave  him  considerable  power.  Were  these  offices  at  all 
conQected  witb  the  dignity  6x  comfort  of  his  Majt^sty  ?  If 
they  were  not,  why  should  the  Regent  be  deprived  of  the 
iwmer  of  creating  a  Lord  Chamljeriain  ? 
,  He  had  always  contended  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
was  too 'great,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  diminished  :  but  there 
was  no  inconsistency  in  maintaining  that  the  Regent  ou^ht 
to  be  invested  with  the  same  influence,  whatever  it  was.  He 
never  would  aim  a  side-blow  at  the  influence  of  theCfown, 
nortnakean  underhand  s^tfcmpt  to  steal  away  that  which 
should  at  least  be  openly  aimed  at.  If  there  were  any  men 
disposed  to  resort  to  such  methods,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  had  set  them  the  example  ;  for  he  was 
divesting  the  Crowaof  its  lustre,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
the  experiment  how  fiir  the  Regal  power  could  go  on  without 
political  influence  attached  to  it.  It  was  also  to  be  consi- 
dcifed,  that  ail  the  appointments  of  theLotd  Steward  and  of 
the  Master  of  the  Household  were  connected  with  a  very 
large  expenditureof  the  public  money.  Was  it  no  diminu* 
^on  of  political  influence  to  deprive  the  Regent  of  all  such 
appointments  ?  An  hon.  and  learned  gentlertlan,  who 
usually  felt  very  sore  when  hit  in  debate,  though  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  hitting  as  hard  as  ho, could  whenever  it  was  ia 
liis  power,  and  who  had  done  him  (Mr.  W.)  something  like 
an  honour  when  he  called  him  the  "  ornament  of  democracy,*' 
that  leanied  gentleman  had  asked,  how  long  time  it  would 
takpto  beat  down  an  administration?  He  (Mr.  W.)  and 
his  friend3  had  been  attempting  it  for  the  last  four  years,  and 
hitherto  without  success  ;  but  when  unfair  means  were  re- 
sorted to  on  a  former  occasion,  it  did  not  require  ihbre  thaa 
twelve  itiontlis.  With  the  patronage,  however,  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  possess  by  the  present 
'Bill,  any  administration  of  the  Regent  must  be  demolished 
in  less  than  one  session  of  Parliament,  tmd  none  but  he  could 
conduct  the  government.  To  prove  this,  it  was  only  neccs« 
Mry  to  look  at  the  list  of  those  persons  who  were  to  belonj^ 
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to  tbe  Council  of  the  Queen,  at  t^e  head  of  whom  uras  Jpha 
tiord  EldoPy  and  then  the  right  hon«  gentleman  himselfy  who 
ceriainlyr  in  the  course  of  this  business  had  shewn  the  most 
prc-eniinent  talents  for  debate — ^talents  which  he  (Mr*  W.) 
always  believed  him  to  possess,  but  which  had  never,  till 
now,  been  displayed  in  so  striking  a  manner.  Sorry,  there* 
fore,  he  wa$,  that  they  were  likely  to  be  employed  against 
any  new  administration,  particularly  when  backed  by  all  the 
ihBuencc  which  the  present  measure  would  afibrd. 

Tlierc  cqul^  be  no  reason  why  such  patronaj|[e  should 
he  entrusted  to  others,  while  the  Prince  was  deprived  of  it* 
Wliy  not  deal  with  otiier  men  as  with  his  Royal  Highness  ? 
Why  presume  that  every  one  else  is  disinterested-  and  for* 
f>earing,  and  that  he  alone  is.  not  endowed  with  jeither  of 
those  qualities  ?  Why  particularly  ascribe  and  allot  them  to 
John  Lord  Eldon,  and  James  Duke  of  Montrose  ?  Why 
suppose  that  they  should  act  with  all  possible  integrity,  ho* 
Hour,  forbearance,  and  dbintercstedness,  and  at  the  same 
time  insinuate  an  apprehension  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
^ould  act  diametrically  opposite,  and  that  he  would  make  a 
wanton  or  imprudent  u^  of  nny  of  the  prerogatives  with 
which  P'arliament  might  think  proper  to  entrust  him  ?  The 
fact  was,  Lord  Eldon*  as  Chancellor,  and  the  Duke  of  JVfont^ 
rose,  had  an  amazing  fund  of  patronage  within  their  several 
departnients.  In  case.of  any  officesbecoming  vacant  during 
this  time,  they  had  also  the  re-appointmcnt  to  such  offices  s 
and  it  must  be  pl^in  to  the  commonest  and  most  moderate 
understanding,  that  the  whole  of  this  clause  was  laying  a 

f  round-work  for  an  opposition  to  the  government  of  the 
rince  when  Regent,  that  must  in  a  great  degree  impair  his 
powers  of  rendering  any  sejvice  to  the  country,  weaken  his 
efforts,  however  active  and  praiseworthy,  and  ultimately 
prove  victorious  over  every  thing  which  he  and  his  ad- 
visers might  attempt  for  the  benefit  and  salvation  of  the 
country. 

He  then  adverted  to  that  disgraceful  vote,  as  he  called  it, 
which  gave  to  the  Queen's  care  the  Mastership  of  the 
Buckhounds — an  ofiEice  which  could  not  by  possibility  be- 
long to  the  Queen,  which  never  could,  in  the  estimation  of 
any  one,  add  to  the  splendour  of  her  Majesty,  or  in  tlie 
smallest  degree  contribute^  in  the  present  melancholy  and 
unfortunate  state  of  affairs,  to  the  oomfort  or  satisfaction  of 
{he  King,  It  was  evident  throughput  the  whole,  that  it  was 
patronage  that  was  wanted ;.  and  to  gain  that,  the  House 
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^ras  desired  to  countenance  the  gro^est  absurditiei,  9|id 
fwaltow  lirhotefiale  the  most  conspicuous  improbabilities* 
Theoffice  of  Lord  Cbalnberlain>  one  of  the  hije^eat  tx>di  in 

e*  7int  of  rank  and  consequence,  was  not  to  be  ^!led  up,  but' 
as  to  be  performed  by  deputy.  The  licencing  of  piay» 
iras  a  mjtter  of  great  consequence  to  the  countrji  ang  this 
tra;*  etifirHy  to  be  given  mto  the  hands  of  the  Vice-Chamber* 
}:iin.  Tlie  right  hon.  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Vt'Tiy  raaintainaJ,  however,  that  the  ptays  are  licensed  by  Mr. 
]Lnrpeiit.  It  may  be  so  (said  Mr.  iV .),  and  no  doubt  that 
j^(>ht1eman  Tvould  conscientipusly  discharge  the  dnti^  en* 
trustee!  to  him;  but  it  was  ver^  well  icnown  that  Mr. 
I/arpcnt  acted  under  the  inspection  and  directions  of  the 
|jDrd-Chamt)crinIn  and  Vice-Chamberlain ;  and  that,  hoilr* 
ever  the  business  might  nominally  rest  with  him,  tlie  patro* 
bagc  and  influence  remained  entirely  with  them.  The  Vioe» 
Chamberlnin  at  the  present  moment  was  the  particular 
friend  ofthe  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval);  be 
was  also  oneoiFhis  political  supporters:  in  saying  thisj  he 
ineaiit  nothing  in  the  slightest  aegrcc  disrespecuul  to  either, 
fjie  noble  lord  or  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  merely 
^o  sfatp  the  fact ;  and  having  done  so,  he  coulJ  scaroj^y 
doUbt  but  every  man  who  heard  him  would  easily  conjee* 
fore  how  that  influence  possessed  by  him  was  likely  lobe 
exerted.  The  right  lion,  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
ilie  Honsp  said,  however,  that  in  a  year's  time  the  Prince 
might  remove  every  Lord  of  the  Bed«Cliamber.  God  forbidf, 
Ihai  either  the  Prince,  or  any  of  his  advisers,  should  ever 
eiilertain  so  base  and  disgraceful  ah  idea  !  If  the  Influence 
of  the  I^nls  of  the  Bed-Chamber  were  infinitely  moreexten- 
sive  than  it  no4r  is,  and  that  influence  even  exerted  in  thp 
tnost  decisive  manner  against  the  administration  of  the  Re** 
gent,  te  (Mr.  W  J,  for  oncy  would  never  consent  that  a 
single  man  should  be  removed.  I'liey  were  those  attendantsjj 
wiro  had  for  many  years  past  always  appeared  round  the 
person  of  his  Majesty;  they  were  those  who  were  the  ^ast 
on  whom  his  attention,  even  in  the  approaches  of  his  present 
calamity,  must  have  been  fixed  ;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  wished 
ihem  so  to  remain  about  his  person,  that  in  the  first  glimpses; 
of  bis  returning  reason,  his  Majestjjr  might  ieel  the  un* 
spcakable  satisfaction  and  delight  of  fincfiag  himself  sur- 
rounded by  those  faithful  servants  and  friehos  to  whom'  hS^ 
bad  so  long  been  attached,  and  the  recollection  of  whom 
could  not  fail  to  be  most,  pleasing  to  him.    ^bere  Vf^i 
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however,  many  persons  appointed  by  the  yice-ChanAberlaii^ 
who  had  never  been  3een  by  or  known  to  the  Kinjp: ;  c^n^  b^ 
particutarly  alluded  to  the  appointment  of.  tif,  Kenric^ 
i^hich  took  place  last  year,  ana  which  Jie  insisted  was  atto«i 
^ther  a  political  appointment ;  and  taking  a  (injLV  ^i]( 
candid  view  of  the  whole  of  this'bujriness,  it  was  impossibly 
lUiy  impartial  man  could  say  that  it  was  for  any  otiier  thaa 
j^iiticai  purposes  that  the  whole  of  this  clause  was  franie^'.  .  ^ 
^Tbe  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  Qpposite,  speaking  of  iHj^ 
dtsiributLon  that  was  made  under  Mr.  Burke^s  Etill,  concent*^ 
ibg  Uie  Household,  had  told  them  what  that  distribiii,ibij|^^. 
was ;  but  he  had  not  favouied  them  with  one  sii^le  word  sif 
to  the  propriety  of  it  « Another  right  hon,  gentleman  (l\l(r,^ 
Yprke)  bad  accused  them  of  departing  from  the  prccedi^nji^* 
of  1789;  and  endeavoured  to  persiiade  the  Hoiise,  tuat  iar 
s6  doing,  they  had  plunged  ii\lo  a  labyrinth  of  errors,  frbra- 
the  ill  consequences  of  which  they  would  npt  be  abjk^ 
easily  to  ektrioatie  themselves.  ,  At  tliat  lime^  howeVer,.  t]i(f^ 
rjght  honourable  gentleman  did  not  happen  to  be  a  memb<^ 
of  the  House*  He  presumed  he  had  some  particular  i^ciiUjf, 
oTbearins  the  debates,  from  the  extreme  accuracy  which  hje'. 
pretendea  to  have  of  the  subject ;  and  the  great  dexterity  hi;^* 
Bad  since  displayed  in  shutting  the  gallery   when  a  po-^ 

E'ular  subject  was  to  come  on,  shewed  clearly  that  ^he'inuflj^i. 
ave  had  superior  means  of  information,  otherwi^'  he  Qcyef^ 
could  liave  been  so  accomplished  a  politician  as  he  was  noff  ^ 
daily  proving  himself  to  be. 

The  whole  proceeding  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  fatal  blow 
to  the  constitution  of  the  country ;  which,  if  it  survived, 
m^t  afford  an  irrefragable  proof  of  its  inherent  energy  ayd 
floi^ndnois.    The  ri^ht  lion,  gentleman  (Mr.  Perc^ffap.faa^t-* 
tfijken  a  ground  in  this  j[)roceedio^,  from.  whi,ch,  if  be  conti-; 
pufpH  in., power,  be  might^, certiftinly  man  his  fortros^,  an^^ 
pjfiy  offnis  artillery  with  most  powerful  eifect;  but  if  bft| 
was  put'out,  he  would  turn  those  very  guns  against' t(ici . 
Wi>rks  of  his  own  construction,  and  leave  the  whole  one 
mighty  heap  of  ruins. 

.JUr.  Stephen  eji^pressed  his  surprise  that  the  hon.  js^entle*, 
m^n  wjbo  spoke  last  should' have  spoken  with  so  much  , 
warmthj^aod  apparently  with  so  much  acrimony,  rt'spectlng. 
some  W9rd8  which  he  (Mr  S.)  had  uttered  in  a  foijmcr  do 
liatfi.  expressive  of  a  compliment  to  the  honourable  geiitle*  ^^ 
man.  He  was  very  sorry  that  he  had  thereby  ^iveii  him  tU^  \ 
alighiesVoffebce ;  be  had  bo  intention  of  dom^  so ;  atid  the^ 
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Hoqse^  and  the  boni  genilcmany  might  rest  assured  he  vould 
never  be  guilty  of  the  like  again.    The  hon.  gentlemaa  re- 
minded him  of  some  animals  he  had  read  of;  they  are  so 
Tcry  fierce,  tbey  will  not  sufier  themselves  to  be  stroked  : 
•DCl  he  remembered  a  very  humorous  author  had  drawn,  a 
character  of  a  peculiar  kind,  whom  be  chose  to  denominate 
JJsmahago,  who  was  so  fond  of  contradiction,  timt  when  * 
any  of  hb  best  friends  started  a  subject  which  they  thought 
the  most  congenial  to  his  feelings,  place  it  in  whatever  point* 
of  view  they  would,  he  was  sure  to  meet  it  with  a  plump 
nfgaike.      During  the  honourable  gentlemau^s  speech,  to 
which  he  had  listened  with  the  greatest  attention,  he  found 
bimself  at  a  loss  to  account  for  tlie  reason  by  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  been  induced  to  say  what  he  had  ; 
but  on  recollection  it  struck  him,  that  rumour  *^  with  her 
hundred  tongues'*  had  lately  informed  him  and  the  public 
at  large,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  likelv  soon  (o. 
.  Lave  a  place  on  this  (the  ministerial)  side  of  the  House ;  a 

Elace  in  which  he  should  be  extremely  glad  to  see  him.  ' 
tut  what  place  was  this?  He  had  no  doubt  the  House, 
Would  be  surprised  when  he  told  them,  it  was  that  of  a  mi- 
nister— no  less  than  the  War  Minister-  He  must  confess  he 
Would  as  soon  have  thought  of  his  being  m^ide  Master^of  the 
Ceremonies.  The  hon.  gentleman,  whose  theme  was  always 
peace^  to  be  a  War  Minister  !  He  might  perhaps  bea  war 
niinister  for  a  democracy,  who  would  act  upon  the  principle 
inHudibras, 

'*  The  roan  ^'ho  fights  and  nins  away, 
.  "  May  live  to  fight  Another  day."  .  % 

With  respect  to  the  new  point  that  h^d  been  mentioned    ' 
relating  to  this  clause,  an  honpotable  Baronet  had  said^ 
that  tlie  resolutions  went  only  to  4he  giving  oF  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Household  to  the  care  and  management  of  ' 
.  ihe  Queen,  whereas  the  clause  gave  a  vet}-  large  portion 
of  it  indeed.    This  he  (Mr.  ?.)  thought  wns  peHoctfy  Hgbt, 
and  doing  no  more  than  what  the  right  bonoumble  gentle- 
man on  the  floor  (Mr.  Canning)  had  allowed  might  be  * 
done>  at  the  time  he  moved  the  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  said,  that  the 
portion  might  be  rpodified  in  any  degree  whatever,  accord- 
^   ing  to  the  will  bnd  pleasure  of  the  House,  who  might  give 
her  Majesty,  by  a  clause  in  the  Bill,  either  a  lesser  or 
greater  portion,  or  even  the  whole  patronage  of  the  House^ 
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hold,  if  they  thought  proper :  and  yet  they  were  now  toW^^ . 
that  the  present  clause  was  a  quibble  and  a  fraud  upon  his 
Royal  Highness,  and  meant  only  to  divest  him  of  powers 
which  were  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  Executive  Go- . 
vWnment.    So  far  was  he  from  being  of  this  opinion,  that . 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  fraud  on  the  House,  if  that  clause 
was  not  passed  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  ss^ac- 
tioned  by^the  Committee* 

Mr,  WhUbread  begged  to  say  a  few  Words  in  explana*^ 
tion.  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  just  sat  dowii^. 
had  made  a  mistake  in  stating  him  )o  have  been  displeased, 
with  the  compliment  which  he  had  paid  him  in  a  former, 
debate.  It  was  n6t  he  who  had  quarrelled  with  the  com« 
plimeiit,  but  a  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  who  had  vehemently  opposed  him.  He 
could  assure  the  honourable  and  learned  aentleman  that, 
he  was  particularly  pleased  with  that  part  of  it,  which  said: 
he  was  the  ornament  of  democracy ; — such  a  democracy  at 
he  (Mr.  W.)  had  contemplated,  he  should,  ^ver  fee]  proud, 
to  be  at  the  head  of.    As  to  the  honourable  and  learned 

f'entleman's  information,  derived  from  rumour  with  hec 
undred  tongues,  he  could  only  say,  that  this  was  the  first 
V  /umour  he  had  heard  of  it ;  and  tboqeh  the  honourabler 
gentleman  might  think  it  so  far  to  be  relied  upon,  as  to  en- 
title  him  to  state  that  he  (Mr.  WO  was  likely  soon  to  have, 
a  place  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  there  was  one  part 
of  his  speech  he  really  did  not  believe  ;  namely,  that  he 
would  be  glad  to  see  him  there.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  for  some  time  stuck  there  very  close ;  yet  he 
(Mr.  W.)  could  by  no  means  say  whether  the. hon.  gentle- 
man had  yet  got  all  he  wanted,. 

Mr*  Canning  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  give  unneces- 
sary trouble,  but  he  wished  to  have  the  Re^ution  read  ; 
which  being  done  accordingly,  he  continued,  that  to  the 
Resolution  so  framed  he  perfectly  agreed*  To  the  Regent 
he  thousht  all  the  great  State'  Offices,  such  as  the  Mastec 
of  the  Horse,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  &c.  should  be  as- 
si^ed  ;  and  to  the  Queen,  all  the  inferior  and  domestic 
offices,  such  as  Lords  and  Grooms  of  the  Bed*chamberg 
and  others,  which  could  in  any  degree  contribute  or  add 
to  the  comfort  of  the  King ;  those  particulrirly  who  are  im- 
mediately employed  in  the  Palace  about  his  Majesty*^  per- 
^n^  and  whose  absence  on  his  recovery  he  might  feel  the 
want  of.  This  was  all  that  he  thought  was  necessary  to 
Vol.  L— 1811.  4F 
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do  at  thot  time ;  and  he  was  of  opinioiiy  that  he  aod  others 
who  took  the  fame  view  of  the  aoesiion,  were  not  kindly 
treated^  when,  in  looking  into  tne  details,  they  were  for* 
bidden  to  join  in  those  which  do  honour  to  the  haman 
mind,  and  are  accused  of  want  of  loyalty,  because  they 
would  separate  such  parts  of  the  Household  from  the  im- 
mediate attendance  upon  the  King,  in  order  to  transfer  them 
to  where  they  think  they  could  be  more  suitably  attached, 
by  making  them  part  of  the  household  and  state  of  the 
Regent.  .  In  all  the  circumstances  of  private  life,  details 
fall  upon  those  who  have  most  cause  for  affliction  ;  so,  ia 
the  present  case,  they  who  have  looked  at  this  most  pain* 
ful  part  of  this  painful  business,  have  entered  into  it  with  a 
desire  and  anxiety  to  do  every  Xhio^  for  the  best.     He,  for 
his  own  part,  was  one  of  those  who  had  devoted  much  time 
and  consideration  to  this  important  subject;  and  vetthejr 
were  now  told,  by  authority  they  could  not  doubt,  that  they 
had  got  into  dimculties  from  which  they  would  not  easily 
extricate  themselves.     fMr.  Canning  alluded  to  an  pbaer- 
Tntion  which  fell  from  iUr.  Yorke,  that  their  difficulties 
were  owing  to  their  not  having  closely  adhered  to  the  pre- 
^dent  of  I789.J    Fgr  his  own  part,  however,  he  was  re- 
joiced the  House  ha^  taken  the  course  they  did ;  and  if 
thev  should  cotne  out  with  no  other  improvement  than  that . 
of  having  made  the  Lords  of  the  Bed-chamber  irremove- 
able,  he  should  think  they  had  done  great  things.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke)  would  give  the 
whole  Household  to  the  Queen  now,  and  at  the  end  of 
twelve  months  take  it  away  and  give  it  to  the  Prince.    He, 
on  the  contrary,  would  rather  that  the  arrangement  should 
be  made  permanent  at  this  moment.     Mr.  Canning  here 
re-stated  his  former  arguments,  and  the  replies  that  had 
been  given  to  them ;  and  then  returning  to  the  clause  un- 
der consideration,  he  observed  it  was  not  thereby  enacted' 
that  this  establishment  should  go  on  to  February  the  Ist* 
1812,  and  that  then  the  new  order  of  things  should  take 
place ;  whereli#,N]f  his  right  honourable  friend  really  in- 
tended that  the  Regent  snould  have  the  whole  power  at 
that  time,  it  shoula  be  plainly  and  unequivocally  enacted 
by  the  present  Bill.     If  it  was  not,  when  that  first  of  Fe- 
bruary arrived,  the  Regent  would  have  no  friend  to  advise 
him  to  claim  to  he  invested  with  the  whole  of  the  preroga- 
tive.   He  acquitted  his  right  honourable  friend  of  intend- 
ing any  insult  to  the  Prince  in  framing  the  restrictions; 
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but  he  thought  it  would  be  best  for  all  parties,  for  th6 
House  and  for  the  Country,  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  spe« 
Cific  enactment  at  present.  He  particularly  objected  to  the 
office  of  Lord  Chamberlain  being  permitted  to  remain  in 
an  inert  state  and  unfilled,  and  by  so  doing  transferring  the 
power  and  patronage  of  that  high  oQce  fr6m  a  Peer  to  a 
member  of  tbat  House.'  No  person  could  entertain  a  hisUer 
respect  for  that  particular  member;  but  he  conceivied  the 
office  to  be  of  that  rank  and  consequence,  that  it  should  be 
filled  by  a  t'eer.  He  concluded  with  stating,  that  in  the 
Course  of  the  evening  he  should  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
clause  under  consideration » 

Lord  Castlereagh  felt  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  grounds  of  the  vote  he  shoiirld  give.  As  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed,  ne  should  not  vote 
for  leaving  out  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  ^  but  when 
they  should  come  to  a  vote  on  the  body  of  the  Bill,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  negative  the  clause,  with  a  vieiir 
to  propose  an  amendment,  which  would  record  his  senti- 
Aients  upon  the  subject.  Neither  the  amendment  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  nor  the  clause  of  his  right 
honourable  friend,  would  execute  what,  in  his  conception^ 
ought  to  be  provided  with  respect  to  the  Household.  He 
»^ould  go  farther,  and  sav,  that  the  clause,  as  it  then  stood, 
would  not  execute  even  the  purpose  which  his  right  honour- 
«ble  friend  professed  to  have  m  view.  The  strongest  ob- 
jection, in  his  mind,  to  the  clause,'Was,  that  it  rendered 
the  great  Officers  of  the  Household  irremovable.  Nothing 
could  be  more  offensive  than  to  place  officers  of  that  de- 
scription in  attendance  on  the  Royal  person,  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament,  and  not  removable  at  the  pleasure  of 
her  Majesty.  To  such  a  provision  be  should  prefer  the 
Bill  of  1789 ;  because,  though  that  measure  gave  more  in- 
fluence to  her  Majesty  than  was  necessary,  it  ^et  assigned 
to  her  all  that  was  properly  belonging  to  her  high  and  ex- 
alted situation.  He  should  therefore  give  his  vote  to  nega- 
tive the  whole  clause,  in  order  to  move  an  aniendment  which 
would  meet  his  own  views  upon  the  subject. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  contended,  that  the  Bill,  as  it  then 
•food,  was  not  a  fair,  a  candid,  or  an  honest  execution  of 
Ihe  Resolatiens  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  both  Houses 
of  Parliament*  For  his  own  part,  he  should  give  his  sup- 
port to  a  proposition,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  trans- 
fer the  poweirs  of  the  Executive  to  the  Regent,  without  re^ 
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waSjf  to  which  even  the  meanest  of  h'ls  Majesty's  mbjectm 
were  not  exposed.  He  neither  accused,  nor  coald  he  rappoaie 
his  riglit  honourable  friend  capable  of  offering  any  insalt  tc» 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  wbned  he  ooold  say  the  same  <p£' 
his  political  adiierents.  If  so,  they  would  not  have  fouDci 
those  public  priotSy  which  he  slioukl  not  say  were  under  the 

Eotection  ot  the  administration  of  his  right  honoarsbfe 
cnd|  but  which  were  certainly  not  prosecuted  with  the 
saase  severity  and  rigour  as  weie  nanitested  -in  other  in- 
ttmoeft,  pursuing  a  systematic  course  of  attack  upon  his 
Royal  Highness,  calomniatine  every  act,  and  misiepresenttng 
every  wo^  of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  holding  up  to  scorn 
and  derision  every  member  of  (he  Royal  Family  ( tfror, 
Jkemrl)  Neither  suottld  they  have  found  them  incessantly 
imputing  the  basest  motives  to  many  members  of  that  House 
Sot  pursuing  on  this  occasion  what  they  conscientiously  con- 
sidered their  duly. 

The  Chtmcellar  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  state  shortly  his 
sentiments  upon  this  question.  He  had  watted  tiH  that  hte 
hoMt  of  the  uiscussion,  in  order  that  he  might  collect  what 
were  the  sentimeuts  of  other  gentlemen  upon  it,  and,  by  not 
vising  earlier,  he  had  hoped  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  troa* 
bling  the  House  again  with  any  observations.  And  first  with 
tcspect  to  the  charge  of  supposed  though  not  Intended  dis- 
jcspect  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  not 
.conunitting.  to  hun  the  guardianship  of  his  Majesty's  person; 
he  should  only  observe,  that  as  they  had  all  agreed  tnat  the 
guardianship  should  not  b^  entrusted  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
whether  that  were  conformable  to  the  practice  in  the  Court 
cMf  Chancery  or  not^  all  that  was  now  out  of  the  question.  His 
iMAOurable  and  learned  friend  did  him  no  more  than  justice 
in  stating  that  hedid  not  bdieve  him  to  entertain  any  inten* 
tiou  of  reflecting  upon  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  He  lamented  as  much  as  his  honourable  and 
kamcd  friend  could  any  licentious  expressions,  which  in  the 
public  prints  might  have  been  applied  either  io  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  or  to  any  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Royal 
f  an^ily ;  but  that  was  not  the  time  or  pUoe  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  reflections  of  thai  kind,  which  may  have  been 
made  upon  any  one  description  or  another  of  public  men. 
When  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  stated  that  the  Bill  was  not 
a  fair  and  honest  execution  of  the  Resolutions,  he  must  b^ 
the  House  to  Aake  a  distinction  between  the  Bill  which  he 
brought  in,  and  the  Amendments  which  had  since  been  mad* 
in  its  progress.    As  he  could  not  know^  what  many  honour- 
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able  Members  jthemselyes  did  not  seem  to  have  knowtii  what 
Amendments  they  meant  to  propose,  he  had  brought  in  big 
Bill  in  a  shape  to  admit  of  tlie  introduction  of  any  Amead« 
n^ent  that  might  be  thought  eligible.  In  proof  tliat  gentle- 
men did  not  know  their  own  amendments^  he  called  upon 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the 
Amendment  of  this  niguit,  whether  in  the  Committee  on  tiie 
Bill  he  was  aware  ot  the  Amendment  he  this  night  pro- 
posed? The  jright  honourable  gentleman,  by  a. kind  of 
second  sight,  took  the  hint  from  arguments  urged  by  an 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor,  and  formed  his  amend- 
ment upon  them.  But  where  these  arguments  were  found, 
as  the  honourable  member  had  deniS  haTing  ever  used 
them  in  the  House,  it  was  for  the  right  honourable  geotfe* 
man  to  explain.  But  now  that  he  had  heard  the  arguments 
of  that  honourable  member  that  nighty  he  doubtS  mack 
whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  notfiiirly* 
question  the  propriety  of  his  amendment,  it  was  a  diffi* 
cult  task  to  frame  the  Bill,  not  only  to  meet -the  dif- 
ferent opinions  which  dilSTcrent  members  might  entertain 
of  it,  but  tlie  difieient  opinions  of  the  same  persons.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hertfordshire  (Mr.  Brand)  had  put 
a  case  of  a  Miobt^r  so  managing  his  minority  as  to  carry  a 
particular  Resolution  to  be  presented  to  the  Prince,  Md. 
then  to  manage  his  inajority  so  as  to  rescind  that  Resolutioo. 
The  lionouraMe  member  could  not,  however,  have  stated 
that  to  be  his  case,  because  he  had  brought  in  Resolutions 
much  more  restrictive  than  those  agreed  to ;  and  it  was  not 
till  his  own  were  rejected,  that  the  Resolutions  actually 
carried  were  pot  upon  him.  The  honourable  gentleman^ 
theicfore,  would,  he  was  sure^  acquit  him  of  having  laid  so 
deep  a  plan'for  the  attainment  of  his  object.  But  he  was 
ready  to  contend^  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  con- 
tradictory to  the  Resolution.  Wiien  the  Resolution  was 
first  proposed^  the  objections  to  it  were  two-fold  ;  one,  that, 
of  most  weight,  was,  'that  it  would  give  too  much  influence 
to  the  Queen,  an  objection  which  he  got  rid  of  by  ,taking 
away -the  power  of  removal,  and  thereby  doing  away  all  the 
political  influence.  The  only  power  of  appointment  then 
left  was  in  case  of  vacancy  by  death.  He  had  consented  to 
this  sacrifice  in  compliance  with  what  he  considered  the 
prevailing  sentiment  of  the  House,  This,  he  confessed, 
took  considerable  weight  from  the  principle  upon  which 
the  resolution  was  founded  ;  but  as.  the  time  was  limited* 
be  considered  that  the  mischief  in  principle  would  be  prac* 
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tically  done  away.    The  great  basis  of  tbf^ir  whole  proceed- 
ifig  was,  to  provide  for  a  short  tinier  and  not  to  break  in 
upon  any  established  rule  where  it  conld  be  avoided.     And 
bete  be  incurred  the  censure  of  hb  right  hon.  friend  (ilffr. 
Canning),  for  not  making  the  provision  permanent.     But 
without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  his  right  honomable 
friendy  it  appeared  to  him  monstrous,  that  the  House,  in 
providing  for  the  maintenance  of  his  Majesty's  dignity 
DOW,  when  they  had  a'sanjguine  expectation  that  his  iliness 
would  be  of  a  very  short  duration,  -should  arrange  the  pro- 
portion of  the  Household  to  be  given  to  her  Majesty,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  his  Majesty  s  calamity  was  to  last  the 
whole  of  his  natural  life.    It  would  certainly  be  the  better 
mode  to  make  an  arrangement  that  would  meet  both  diaes  ; 
bot  that  was  impossibte.    If  his  Majesty  were  io  leoovcr 
within  six  weeks,  or  three  months,  or  even  six  mootha, 
would  anv  honoumble  member  wbh  to  strip  him  of  his 
Household  to  the  same  extent  as  if  no  hope  were  entertained 
of  his  recovery  ?    His  right  hon.  friend  had  called  upon 
them  to  state,  why  they  did  not  propose  to  make  now  a 
permanent  provision  for  the  arrangement  of  the  Househidd  ? 
The  atiswer  was,  that  their  measure  was  to  provide  only  for 
a  twelvemonth,  and  that  what  hereafter  might  be  neoestery, 
should  be  done  at  the  expiration  of  that  period.    His  hem. 
and  learned  friend  who  bad  just  sat  down,  had  commented 
rather  severely  upon  him  for  having  adverted  to  what  might 
be  the  leelings  of  his  Majesty  on  bis  convalescence,  in  cnae 
be  should  find  a  R^ency  established  •    He  had  undonbted!  j 
on  one  occasion  aUudcd  to  what  those  feelings  might  be 
in  such  an  event,  and  he  still  retained  the  same  impression. 
But,  however  he  may  lament  the  efleet  that  might  possiblj 
be  the  consequence,  a  sense  of  public  doty,  and  a  regard 
to  the  public  interests  had  compelled  him  to  bring  forward 
the  measure  for  establishing  a  Regency.    In  the  former 
instance  there  was  no  pressmfi:  necessity  for  the  measure, 
and  he  was  consequentlv  justified  in  abstaining  from  it^ 
in  considerstion  of  the  effiect  it  might  have  on  his  Majesty's 
feelings,  and  consequently  in  retarding  his  recovery.    But 
if  the  urgencv  of  public  interests  compelled  him  now  to 
bring  forward  the  measure,  was  that  a  reason  whv  he  was 
not  to  take  into  his  consideration  what  may  be  his  Majesty's 
feelings  in  all  parts  of  the  question,  where  the  same  necessity 
did  not  exist,  as  to  the  Household  ?    In  one  case  be  could 
not  avoid  proceeding:   in  the  other  he  could  avoid  it, 
and  wherever  he  could  he  ought  to  aroid  it*    This  was  his 


♦ii*4«F'^f'  tlife  *^kf.  V  He  Was  i%flre*  it  'liad  Dteii  iitgte^^a^ 
dfeewditable  tri  his  Msje^yV  fhfti*JV  if,,  rni  h!s  rercwry,  fi'<i 
49#fAd  hie?' aflfectcd  by  ihfi  removal  of  tfie  "GenMCTneii  of  his 
Bi^-<3!hftfW>ei*,  and' not  hy  the  mftnagement  of  his  fleets  nnd. 
ai^nwes.  Biit  was  that  «  Air' "way  of  pnltintg  the  case? 
•Wafe  it  4Kit  n^fcewary  *to  commit  the  mana^emfrit  of.tfhe 
fierts  -and' Hfrtiite  to  aholfipr?  Was  k  necessary  fohand 
0iKr  the  cofitmiil  of  the  LM-ds  of  the  Bed-chamber  ?  Bttt 
ixliild  any  thinfif  he  ifaore  ^Mtclin^  to  a  persoii  'suffering 
limter  t?bis  ppcitMar  mHfrfy  as  a  •woimd  to  liisf-'^^rtfy  ? 
th&  prc^pnsiliofi  of  the  rii^ht'  hon.  s^entfeman  •tffttft'to  take 
^Mf^f  nlefvce  oae-half  of  tlie  Gfnilemen  of  tlie  Bi^liclianiWr; 
■on  a  six  weeks*  illness.  Besides,  it  would  consii^p 'to  ^6er 
Majcsty'ttpe  patnAil  task  •of '^^tin'^  irp^^m  that  pMt  Iharf  W]|s 
lb  4^l£tken  a^a^y.  The  propd^ttioii  wa^,  not  thht^tficyrf 
aeiMor  or  9ix  joniot*  Lords  were  to  hf  rerafoyed,'  Hut  thftt  sit 
vrefe  to  remHiH  in^  and  that  her  Maiesty  ivas^'to  liavc  Ufc 
pltttMimbie.lask  of  sc*!ecti«ii^  th^nl,  and  also  siich  other  pfrrt^ , 
crf^t^VtfMoiisdh^d  as^she  liii^t  think  necessary ;  am!  dn  ffiii 
MM^r  kyiflresstons  in'  thai  Hon^e,  thvd  ]h^r  fn^Ruence  'wM 
Hmti^tow^  and  4hhttfi<^la¥£et#  f)roportion  ofilve  Houf^^hotU 
Mgiit  ka  Mong  t6  tli^ '^r4iit<^,  and.  tfie  sinaller  to  thie 
Qu^ert^  Wh44sC'  the  Qnceh  WoitUl  be  le^ft  tt>  chfve  out  the 
(MittiM  fev-kl-i^W  Wb<M% ' could  crtfend,  his  Mtgfesty; 
or  ^«1mlK^4lfi6^  Mings'  nloi^^'O^^  to  find  hi^.Househdld 
4bmeiilb0led^.''  'The'peivcRelf  tire  paipler,  and  pen  of  the 
MN^tV'  hiiW  %^  -hftt^^V',,i^^h>yed  m  piourtraying  th;^ 
Umi^  ^^ilNid  hy^Slbstnoer^  SHfierers^  tinder  the  imprei;- 
iinv«f 'ifoiirtd^jld-dt^if tfi  ■Tttey  hfjd-jieen,  liofw  Rtch^n^I 
iUiering:^^w#h'<paXSeAe^^^atr  his^  xeir^fsci,  hitteHy  fett  iM 
itjifl%tt*j^'b«e^kef  h4ta'3Af*p!«bh  r  tliey  coUld  e^nfl  to  ihrrt'^ti 
Uio^»  i*'|idurtHiyfd'  by  the  ^ft^^t  pet*  oF  !*«kspejffej^  tR8 
pkrt^Jftf  tWftW  ^Catharfhe',-  w^ .  erposW^ iff  ihe •  hi^nWH| 
Wit?  dP'il^^tt^pect  d6e\tb1het*'exrtUed^'ra^  He  ivbilh 
Mrish'tci'heattheWpre^enta^dtfffrTeti  jjttteiiir^n  (jfi  H'^ 
Kon.  gttitkmilh  oppeMte(WK'*Wirridan),  i^iw^'JihottW  ejiH^^ 
vourio  refC6)V^t  ttlenii  rfl^^rct'he  ri^W  Irdn.  ^tyW«*AiHi* 
RtdtAi  f»-  passplge  from  'iW'-  hionody  oh  tft^ ',  dMflf  =  df 
>3awlcfc,' ettdSng^th^thfeliitei;  '  ;    'I     •''''"^^ 

*    ,    .i|,    .,;:..••   ••    ,    *.*r  •.-'•"•     -   '    •         .•.■*;•     -i-j'i    «J   .!  >   < 

,^,         '*  Gp,  aa^ on  ra|  iDf^ecy  bestow     „  -   fj^"  .iL  ^l 

'    ,  "The  best  effusions  of  fiut\tiqusw,9^,".'j^.„  J    ,,,»   ^,,^ 

I  .Hewraldiaitymtgrntleiiient»lk%r4irr4]siMi>il4iAt  i^iA 
be  the  cAct  in  ihe  mn  of  a  MKvtb  kdiViAvlfl/'  crfMU^Urlt 
Vot.  J.— iSlU  4G 
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dowD> vwliole  estabUshin«Bl,  and,  by  ^hat  each  mi^l 
be  supposed  to  feel  ia  such  a  cnset  to.  judge  wlut  woiUd  be 
tlie  reelings  of  his  Majesty?  Witli  resileci.to  what  bad 
ilillen  froiBL  his  right  houourable  friend,  as  to  the  chioie 
being  unintelligible,  he  should  only  say,  that  as  hi$  ri^ht 
honourable  friend  had  admitted,  that  be  d€Aui;ed  somethid^ 
9ubstantive  from,  its  affirmaiions  and  negations,  be  ha4 
9avfd  him  much  trouble.  On  the  "whole  he  shquld  observe^ 
i2it  the  ef  ceptipQ  pointed  oi|t  what  vas  not  ^  be  given  ta 
ic  Queea ;  * thi^t  the  clause  wa^  perfectly  inklligible ; .  aud^ 
as  it  bad  nothing  unconstitutional  in  it,  should  bi»  supported 
L^y  him  afaiost  the  ^(Qendment.of:  the  right,  honourable 


s 
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Jdji:.Tip^rie^  d^i^t  mean  to  trQspass  at  any  bfigth  upon 
iiie  time  of  the.  Hpuse ;  biiit  afler  the  extraoi4ii|arj^  speeob 
^hich  theyi  had  just  heard,  he  felt  it  neq^sary  Jto^s^y  a  few 
ivords.  Ihe  Tihole  of  tli^  fight,  hon-  gcntleman'siapeecb 
consisted  of  an  appeal  tp  the  passioqs,.  an  appeal  quite 
|iQoecessary  in  that.Hous^j  |.Thp.ri^tfbpnoQnible;g«Dtl€H 
mz^p'ii^  not  tOrihfiy^  quitted Jl\ei lines pf  his  right. bQ»« 
friend,  or  aclvert/e<(I,  tp.  t^Q.^i^agi^  pepi,  of  Shaksp^ie;  ttall 
thf^t  .it  wa^.  pGces^ry  .fpr  hw,lK> :^y  was^.that  a  i)eloved 
Sovereign  was  ^^l^bouring  mndi^  (tbisi  be^vy  ^lamity  ia 
iQterest  the  &elingB.of  ev^ry^roaouresepit;  all  that  he.hai^ 
said  beyond  that  was  int^ndixl  ^  4<'3>w  the  Poilsel  JhMii.the 
qu^tioii.  Ho  had  expected  th^  tbQ;right  hojtk*  g^tlemaa 
Tvould  have  6hewn ,  that  the  Qil}  hai^  not  dfpacted/  fijom  the 
Kesolutionf,  that  the  Prince  of^.VVales,  if  tb^iBiU  ahoujdi 


pass,  w^ul4  ,hnow  what  partpf  tb^j  Household,  w^s.to  bi^ 
vmep  Ilia  pQ^r<>uU.  But  iiP  thji  .th«jright^hpii^,.gcait)etiiiaii 
ma.cqinpeteiy,f2^ij^    tf.^ut^,  aqy  man  ha^  Qwtiwdlgr 


df|]]cterous  shi^ng;.^6,  evade :^  ig^e^iion, .  ihe  r^ght  hoo* 

fitemail  j^ad  dp^pe  so..  .But  ink  .^f^il  that  applied  iwally  .to 
si^bjeqt  under  disoussio^,  it  be  ri^ht  hon*  gentleman  had 
p,  compj^ely  Jinswered  by  his  hon»,and  k^iur^,4\iit^nd 
{^jr  S.  K^iliy).  .  The  Re8oliitioa>B(at«U  tlmt  only  ^siich 
por^n  of.lh^  Household  as<sb6\|Vl  be'fHf^Qssj^y.^iii.the 

B^rsonal  comfoxt  of  bis  Majesty  ^I^ould  be  ^ivi^i  tfk\ibp 
ueen.  It  was  impossible  that' the  Prince^  aiAev:  retjtfitvintf 
such  a  Resolution,  could  suppose  that  the  Ilquse  shouUl 
be  discussing  what  part  of  tb^  Household  would  be  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  splendour  and  comfort  of  the 
Kiiig.  C^/t(mt  §^MQd  there- could  benoqaestioiH  cfrrr 
ipentlea^a  woiiUi  be  leady  to  vote  whatever  portion  of  il 
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wirat  raigh't  tie  Che-  leotinient^  of  othefs^uporr  t4Hs  'point. 
If  W),*  htf  ^iled  alW^ethut.'  '  The  noblfe-^Lord  (feutlefeaghlf 
•  was   to    negative  iBd'cteuse,  and-ihe  -right   liortourabfe 
getitlemafn  <Mr:  ^CanWJdfep) '  pmposifed  'duly  ,t&  rctairi*  ttie 
t^o  or  thre^  fii^t  lines.    96jdiatv  in  factj^Whitst  i^reteniKtig 
lo  meet   the  tirishes  of  bt l^ei^,    the  right' hdttl    gentie-^ 
man  had  conirired  to   car^y  into  efKict  only  Iris   own; 
He  Wou!d  admit,  that  *ih;  abridging  the  inflwence'nf'itt^ 
Queen,  tte-'ri^bt  hon.  gctitlemanhad  rtodred  a'cpnfsldet^ 
able  part  of  ^e  objectkm,^  sttgfki^iiisr,' what  li^ebiiW  YteveiJ 
brirtgbimsdfeven  to'^usifcet,  theQnetert  td'!)te  cal^tfble  df 
entployihg  her'  power  to  procore  jiolMcaf  iiifldeiice-.  '-^Bm 
what  was  all  tlib  to  the  Regent  ?     Not  to  the  Reg<?nt  hitri*? 
self,  but  as  exercising  in  tne  name  nhd  on  behdlf  ofbtt 
Majesty  the  Royal  functions?     Was  he. -to  t**  deputed  w 
executcthe  office  of  King,  strippedof  its  ^teahdsplefKlotfrl 
Hut,  said  the  right  hon.  gentlenian;theHc5g'eht  wiU»'havea' 
Chamberlain.     Yes,  a  Chamberhiin  digested' of  his  p6wers 
and  pafronage,  "  a  man  of8traw,";liavi*igBO'*m6re  pol«rct 
or  inflttence*  than  the  white  warn!  ih  his   hnnd*.     Then' 
ligairi,  theriglitlion.  gentleman  snid^  no  liOrd  Chamberlain' 
is  to  be  appointed.     Why  nof ?  wlij^  Was  stirtlVis  (fbnfe? 
Was  there  a  man  in  that  Housfe  that  did  not  iKe)  and  ki\o%* 
that  it  was  done  for  politieai  purposes?    The  Lord'^Chaht'-^ 
berlain'  had  enormous  patroAag^  ;  bythes(at6ift*tif  of  hH( 
yi^ht  hbn.  friend,  he  could  appoint  to$evetal;'ofR(Jes  corr-' 
Reeled  with  that  Honsc^  which  were  'nblUkdv  to'becorti^ 
Ytfcanf,  bht  there  might  be  an  officfe  in  the  6tnet  House  aff 
his  disposjal.     Did  the  ri^^ht  hon.  gentleman  tfiihk' he  ti^ts 
consulting  the  feelings  of  the  King,  now  that  JJord  Darter 
mouth,  who  was  personally  agreeable  to  him,  was  removed 
by  death,  to  give  to  the  Vice-Chaniberlain  aH  the  patronage 
of  that  office,  9,  patronage  which  the  Kihg  would  never  hhve 
thought  of  bestowing  upon  him'.     He  could  not  persnade' 
himself  that  the  thing  was  ilone  for  any  other  than  a  poli<i; 
Ileal   purpose.      He  could  not  believe  that -her  Majesty. 
Irould  enter  into  conversation 'witb  any  of  her  OoiiWcit  hpo(i' 
such  a  subject.     But  then  her-Gouneil  was  composed  of 
politicians ;  ^nd  was  it  iiot  likely  that  the  Vtco-Chamberlain' 
would  consult  Lord  Eklon,  or  some  other  of  the  Gourici^^ 
as  to  the  disposal  of  his  patronage?  '  Thre' whole  was  a 
^heme  of  political  power,  as  had  been  >eU  expressed  bjr  W 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (!Vfr.  Canning),  calculated 
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right  h9n*  friend,  fof  •eii^Qu^w^riag,  to  fl^incii^  bis.An^^*^ 
fiiii  pulalaUe  tp  |hc  Hous^  und  fopribaK»<i|^;witb  \1mi  vi<*iir 
cbfliiigeci  it  a  liule.  Buf  4i^  tl»e  right  ipn.  gfiitlefnaft  never 
i}o<  aiijf  such  I  thing?  oc  wa^-  l|c  ia  l^v<r  a  .hiii¥)|mIj^  of  th* 
prfartkgf  of.  altering  a  pfopan^ioii  tQ  mnke  ijl  m^fe  ^ccefit- 
11U4:.  u»  (ba  U^OM^?  Were  they  :Hoi  la.graw  ^ii«r  bj 
ex)^pen^,  or  to  acquire,  )vna\ilii(li^  r|»  ibi^y.grew  older? 
lor,  that  Mould  ^e  the  eiluct  of  his  objection,  But  the  right 
hffioural^le  geailMMB  a&kf^I  •  what  <i  sif lutfon  ifookU  the 
Qocvii  h^  plai^  ifi.if  ^he,  wer^  tp^be  oblijkCtx)  to  choose  her 
ppriion  of  the  Hou^pki  ?  .  For  bimM-Af  he  irUotld  saj,  thai 
ff9r mould  not  yo^  for  aiiy.  fMEc^po^ition,  '\(  iA  ^erp  (q  iRrpoee 
^tjky  ili^agreffibie  c^oe  on  hoi;  wursly.  All  thart.  va^  asked 
Vjfi.tlM.*  iiiuer>diu^n(L  wasy  Itwt  ^  I^rds  of  the  Bed-chanihei 
(I^aifl  be  co^ujgtu    Ia  anoUiec  cl^se  pf  the  Billy  1009L 

SQC  inoiiih  wai^  U>.he  placed  at  lw*r  Majesty ^sdis^posaT,  to  be 
i^tri^iled  ia  the.  same  luajiner  as  she  might  suppose  bit 
plenty  Honki  hav^  done*  It  might  as  well  be  said^  thai 
thi/s.  Yvatt^ita  ii^o^yp^n'  hi^  Mi^jebty  tl;^  disagreeable  taab 
cjf  select  ioiu  .  lie  .cqifld  aot  bdif^T^  that  any  of  the  advisen 
V^iiis  R^3*al.Higtppss  y^owid  rcamimend  to  hiru  to  femove 
itny  of  tlie  servants  o£  (be  King,  ^ut  aClf^  ^11,,  be  did  not 
tl^ilik  the  lliifig  )voi^b  the  coutaf*.  If  ^  was  8aXi:»iactory  f0 
the  Heu^  that;  ^  should  leuKi^n  as  re;;u]^ted  by  the  Uilli 
ui  the  nunae  o£  God  .led  it  !be  so.  But  in  poii^t  of  fact  lhi9 
GuUlcDaei^  of.  thc.B^-eh^uiber,  :^ilh  the  e^cceptlo^pf  at^ 
w)ju^  had  .yoted  fof  the  RegejDcy  in  the  former  instance^  aod 
yijis.  jrpiqqved^  fpt  Irh^t.  o&noet  were  never  disturbed  bj 
^y  ad minidration* .  Without  meaning  them  any  dt^ 
respect V  they  were  impressed  wiitb  the  necessity  of  support- 
ipg,  Goveriivie)U).  and  never  gave  any  administiation  cause 
to  remote  them.  It  was  the  same  with  man;f  gentlemen 
in  that  House,  with  respect  to  the  feelings  of  soppdrtii^ 
Go^rnment ;  otherwise,  if  th<*v  stuck  fast,  there  would  be 
QO.goiug  on  after  a  chiui^  The  patronage  of  the  Laid 
CharoberUia,  Wd  Staewandi,  aiid  Master  of  the  Hoisea 
was. a  part  ei  the  £xecutLye  in^uence.  If  it  be  taken  from 
the  hxf^euta  the  question  wa^^  wJie^her  he  would  represeat 
tjbc  Kln^  ?  Withpu^  thiapatHjaflge,  the  monarchical  wooJd 
I)p  overbonie  hg  ihft  democratjical  part  of  oer  Coastitntioiw 
{f  the  right  liepivurable  g^atleman  was  not  actuated  by 
dis^ruH  of  tj»e  yiitifiCj  irhy  not  provide  for  him  in  the 
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ssme  BUlvqer  as  far  the  Qtwen  f  Boi  it  hadheea  argued 
by  tjie  ri«;iit  boooHiabte  j^ntilMBai*;  tliat  bia  Majsilty  4Mi 
"Vi^ku^  might  tur«  bia  lh€Mi<^htst to  bis  farmev  habt6i>aad^ 
on  fijodiaft  tbat  bia  Master  of  4h«r  &ickbouiids  had  hsoi 
removed 9  be  in  clanjscr  ^  a  rdapse^.  if  the  rig^lt  hoiMnB- 
able  gentleman  shodd  Ibifik  of  rc«toriiiig  hh  Mmpiiy  to  his 
^ce  luidoF  fiueb  pircftunttanoefl,  be/wooU  be  guilty  of  a 
f;rii»e«  .  He  sboaldkdtr  all  ih  bj^  potier  tcr  aootbe  hit  caool 
^fud  lefider  bis  {a|low  coia£N(teU(?,  boi  he  m  Hat  not,,  from  a 
fesgeci  for  aucb.  feciings^  fbvego  kia  pabUc  dahy*  If  km 
Majesty  should  have  a  certificale  propeclj  giwn  of  kii 
jri^cevprj*  fmin  bis.  phymif^M)  the  onfy  feelioca.  he  vould 
be  sensible  of  von)4  be  tbeae  istr  tbc  welfiim  of  hk  ^itbject^ 
i^ud  .v^id.be  (^^iQ^eat  with  ll^:  ^boile  tenoui  of  bis  IiAl 
If  th^y  vrereto  appoint  a  aahs^itiiAe  for  the]^BMcib.,')Di 
ought  to  h^ve  the  tr^pfitnga  of  'Ro;ytik<y.  Upon  tl^ .whole 
be  should  pall  apon  ttie  House  oeit  i&  try  aA  expetimeiat  by 
f^Aisiog:  canjfidefico  ip  n  Friace  of  Walealo  wbiani  theur 
alleguiiice  would  soon  be^iie*  U  tllejiBhoiiki.do/Ho,  iribaa 
George  IV.  should  .itiake  a  |Nte#^  it^isigitil  be  ^satd,.  i^e 
bpe^tv  bin*  before  acid  dicll  not  jtfHiAl  bun.;  and'  iH  is^ouT.own 
faikltiba4i  w^.cKd  n^t.lie  biii%  ^p  when  tw  IukI  hnk  in«iur 
power.  They  had  to  appoint  a  representative  of  tbeKtiig» 
^1^1  alioald  ii4>tbe  bia69<Ml  by*  aivy  pottticaL  vieir  what"* 
ever.  ,    ' 

The  CbanceUorof  the  fjrcAiefi/fr  explained. 

Tl^c  giift&ty  was  |hqn  cleared.     The  H^misc  tlnn  dhiidedv ; 

»»  J?or  tlie  Amendtticfft         -        -  '      f90 
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Be^Dre. strangers  were  re-admitted  into  tl»e  ^liasy,  a^ra* 
port  waa  brought  in.  from  tlic  Secret  C4Mn4»ittee  appoittte4 
to  isfqpite  into  the  expenditure  of  the  Pirivy  Fiuise.  ill 
consequence  of  the  Report,  it  bcc^Eae  neceasary  to  tntrqdoot 
some  new  clauses  into  the  BiU,  whkk  iiwa  re-couiQiitted  fbr 
that  purpose. 

On  le-admission  into  the  gallery, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  intvodaciag  bts 
first  clause,  which  waa  to  direct  the  Lord  High  Trea«aii^ 
to  issue  certain  sunia  for  tlw  payment  oS  the  Officerapf 
the  Uouschiold ;  which  clause  waa  agreed  to  witboat  a 
divii^ioa.  ,   _ 
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'  The  secood  rrqnired  the  Lowi  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse 
to  take  ao  oath  every  year  before  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  no  part  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  60,000/. 
aboald  be  applied  in  any  pay  mentBta  any  member  of  that 
House.    This  clause  was  also  agreed  to. 

Tlie  Bill  soamnided  .was  then  reported  to  the  House. 
:  Mr.  WhiU^ead  moved,  that  inst€«d  of  the  words  '*  iMteistui']^ 
U»  Majesty,"  should  be  inserted  the  words.  *^  providing  tor 
the  eicercise  of  the  Royal  Authority."  He  thought  it  was 
•bi^ufd  to<speak  of  assisting  his  Majesty  in  the  govrnteeolrat 
tl^ej^resent  time. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  enidy-  that  the  Bill  went 
Ihrongboot  on  the  idea  of  assisting  his  Majesty  in  the  govern- 
ment,  which  was  to  be  carried  on  in  his  name.  He  therefore 
could  not  agree  to  the  amendment. 

The  pro(Msed  amendment  was  then  negatived. 
.   Mr.  fViiibread  then  proposed  as  an  amendment,  that 
before  the  words  ^^  resumption  of  his  Royal  Authority,'*  the 
wofd  ^>  eventual"  should  be  inserted. 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Whkbread  also  moved,  that  the  word  ^'mental** 
sbould  be  inserted  before  the  word  ^  health,"  whicti  w«is  also 
negatived. 

Lord  Castiereagh  rose  io  move  an  amted  raent  nearty 
similar  io  that  which  he  had  before  nioved  in  the  Committee^ 
at  the  same  time  that  he  wished  that  the  Queen  should  have 
the  complete  controul  over  that  part  of  the  Household  which 
was  necessary  for  the  comfort  -of  the  Royal  Person,  yet  he 
wished  that  such  a  selection  might  be  made  from  the  House- 
hold, as  to  enable  the  Regent  to  appear  with  sufficient  splen« 
dour  without  appointing  separate  offic&rs  for  himself.  He 
thought  that  those  great  officers  of  the  Household  who 
*  attended  the  Sovereign  only  on  occasions  of  state,  nfight 
Wry  properly  be  transferred  to  tlie  Regent  and  placed  under 
ibis  controul.  He  thon'glit  (hose  offices  ought  not  tobe  aU 
iowed  io  be  mere  sinecuroj^^  but  that  the  officers  should  be 
'ebliged  to  perform  those  services  to  the  Regent,  which  at 
present  .tliey  cannot  perform  to  the  Kin^.  These  officers  weK 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Groom  of  the  Stole,  the  Steward 
of  the  Household,  the  Master  of  the  Horse,  and  Master  of 
the  Stag-hounds.  Any  duty  which  they  could  have  to  per* 
form  alK>ut  the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  might  be  discharged 
as  well  by  deputies  under  the  controul  of  her  Majesty, 
He  was  not  afraid  of  giving  the  Ri^eni  the  power  ofre» 
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imoY^Bg  them.  If)  witb<Kit  anjr  rogard  0  delicMy^  it  c6uUI 
be  supposed  that  they  would  immediately  be  remolRedv  i^ 
could  not  be  doubted  but  they  would  be  immedtatelj 
replaced  on  hb  Majesty^s  return  to  health.  His  Lordship 
Goncludedby  moving. ailoRff  Amendment,  which  embraced 
the  viirious  points  mentioned  is  hb  speec^h.  * 

This  amendment  .was.  negatived. 

Mr.  Canning^  withoutany  tprefooey. moved! an  Amend- 
ment  similar  to  that  ^hicii  he  kltd  propoposed  in  the  CSom- 
miltee;  and  this. ameiidment.'Waa also  negativedi. 

Alter'  a  few  veibal  obsmrYationiB,  the  BUI  was  oidereil: 
to  be  read  a  thir^  time  to-morrow,  if  engrossed— Adjouraed. 
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,1  r^TITION   VROM  THS  COMMOX    UAXL. 

''I^ora^Erskhte  rose,  and  pkresented  a  Petition  from  the 
Fiord  Mayot;' Aldermen,  and  Livery,  of  theCity  of  London^ 
si$seinbiea  iri  the  Common  Hall,  expressing  their  opinion 
■Respecting  the  important  Bill  their  Lordships  were  about  to 
dbcttiis,'  and  'pi'aying  their  Lordships  thereupon. 

The  Petition  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  after  which 
^  Lord  Erstdfic  moved,  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 
table.' '  ' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  rose,  and  stated  the  objections  he 
felt  against  the  receiving  of  the  Petition,  which  was  not 
enuch^  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  forms  of  that  Hoiis^V 
The  Petition  purported  to  be  the  petition  of  the  City  '6^ 
London;  but  it  was  deficient  in  not  Laving  the  Corporate 
Seal  affixed' ^tor  it,  which  was  necessary  to  any  petition  t6[ 
tfieir  Lordships  fifom  a  corporate  body.  If,  therefore,  it  was' 
received  at  all,  it  might  be  received  as  the  Petition  of  those 
pmsons  whose  names  appeared  to  be  signed  to  it ;  but  could 
not?  lie  received  as  containing  a  prayer  by  the  persons  whose' 
stj^^atores'^ere  put  to  tt,  on  the  part  of  themselves  and  of 
0lii)<^r  per^ofis.  ■  *■ 

'  lAjrd  Erskine  said  again  that  he  would  not  press  it : 
but  would  rather,  after  the  objections  which  had  been 
raised,  take  it  back  to  the  Sheriff;,  to  have  the  infor- 
)natity  alieged,  rectified.      The  noble  Lord  then  moved 
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*     '         - 

*  JBtt^imffiCHmncdbtmtmMd  ikt  midiagof  tfie^iepoit  of 
the  Committee  appuftod*' «»  Msmh  int^tlie.paocedratBy 
touching  the  matter  of  Prokiffft«    Oirfered* 

'SUm  ClmU  tbeo  r^  tlK'refMivt. 

The  Lord  Ckmfudoi  ifaen  Mfei,i>«hat  tte  dircfifar 
letter  written  hy  him,  bjr  m^rof '«li»'H«uaf  y  to  iAir  iBe»« 
ben  *dieieofy  te  i«iu),.ivhidi  *«»«0  ordeied' atid*  dratac- 
owiKiighr^  .......    t  .'   < 

7%e  Lord  Chancellor  rose,  in  puraoaoce  of  the  notice  he 
had  given 9  to  move  ihe  Tour  resolutioos  lie  had  already 
read  to  their  Lordsbvpt,.  09  4lie  sul^oDt  of  Proxies.  AAer 
allttdinff  to  the  precedents  mentioned  in  the  Report,  bis 
Lordship  contended,  IhAt  ibe  obe^iaf^^bo  siiranion$  to  Par- 
liament ih  appearing  by  proxy  was  sufficient.  Tliis  brought 
him  to  the  oonsidemtion  of  ifie  lecent  circumstances  under 
which  the  right  of  voting  by  proicy  had  been.  T^hised*.  fie 
dcchred  that  on  that  occasion  lie  waa4ii»aqi|»iiii^  mlh 
the  state  of  the  P[oxy/4)ook.  V^pwx  Xidl  iefio^iaA  mt  cir- 
cumstaaces,  he  fdt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  thc^Ueai«o»  of 
their  lordships  to  it.  The  qnestkNw  jvinctpallytp  bec^m* 
sidered  were:  whether  in  case  the  causes  £L)r<qHMiiiig,fiar- 
liaroent  had  been  deobnred^  the  proceeding  alli|dod  le  ifas 
regular:  and  whetlier,  secondly*  if  Uiese  causes  bad  .not 
been  dodaredy  it  was  regular.  It  mm  of  £f?at  imporia^ce 
to  consider  the  suliyect,  as  it  might  be  made  a  prec^deat  'of 
in  futare.  It  would  £0  to  divide  that  Uoitse  into  Ibe^^we 
classes  of  present  and  absent  {)eers.  lie  could  not  see  kew 
the  right  of  the  present  peers  couU  be  establisbfid,  if  that-of 
those  who  are  present  by  pioxy  were  dqniod  \  ^ad  b«  ielt  this 
more,  as  be  considered  ix  to  be  bis  imperious  iliiijr  torrmA 
tjie  doclria^  he  had  heard  and  read,  that  the  jircaent  Parlia- 
lacnt  had  assembled  as  a, Conventions  and  nut  i^i  ilieir  capa* 
city  as  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  JULe  .uUmmt  aiodera 
fiishionable  doctrines,  they  'had  beoi  told«  Uiat.tbefcy&tem 
of  rot  ing  by  Proxies  was  w  rong.  1 1  was,  said  Uia  JLoirdsbifp, 
a  privilcgei  or  a  duty*  If  an  aacieni  privilege,  iie  would 
not  consent  to  part  vniih  il;  if  a  duly^  he  abould  iowt  .on 
his  right  of  discharging  it  Theargacofints  abaal  the  090 
of  Proaiei  oa  a  Bepoii.desti^ng  the  YOtf?  in  n  r<rimBiilrr, 


^nt ' iii  l&ct  to  ttie  destrtfctidhf^df ^all  thd}#  pro(;eidln^s.  It 
bad  been  the  prhpiiefe  of  Psftfiati^ent  ia  all  tim^ :  and  he 
dtfinA  anjr  boijty'to  )sfiew'h!ni  the  material  difference  betweea 
Ibat,  and  a riobie  lord^a )(!ibnilrig  ihf  aft  tWo^or  threeo^clock  in 
the  tnornittg,  to  tote  Wtthodt  hearing' a  irotdof  a  debate 
(hat  hiid  lasted  aff'  tiig^i  An  abuse  6f  the  r%ht  might 
ttxSst ;  bat  that  wti^  ho^'argtiTnenf  for  dbtrojan^  the  right 
altogether.  It'  "was  the  right  of  a  nobte  I6rd,  if  he  chose  to 
do  86/  to  To^  tritHont  harinf^  atten^^  to  any  ot  the 
Iproceedings  before  the  House.  '  If  their  lordships  thought 
ft  fitting'  to  put  an  etid  to  Proxies,  they  must  do  it  upon 
grave  ^liberation,  and  a  certainty  that  the  measure  way 
Ifequired  bj-the  public  bette6t«  '  Besides  the  precedents  of 
former  times,  he  maintained,  that  the  modern  usa^  of  th^ 
Houst  established  tlie  right.  It  was  not  necessary  to  notice 
the  prohibitions  in  Edward  the  1st,  Ilnd,  and  Ilfd's  reigns, 
tfs  tney  had 'met  under  no  such  restrictions.'  Th^y  were 
then  'met  upon  a  prorogation,  without  any  prohibitions. 
The  House  was  compounded  of  peers  present  in  person,  and 
peers  present  by  proxy.  If  any  case  were  supposed  of  the 
thutting  oat  of  rix>xies,  the  negative  upon  the  title  io  vote 
by  proxy,  must  be  made  by  resolution  or  determination,  to 
which  peenpiesent in  person,  and  p^ispre^entby  proxy,  must 
equally  be  parties.  In  judicial' proceedings^  from  l69l| 
their  lord^hipb  liad  disallowed  Proxies;  but  that  Was  quite  a 
dftkrent  case  frpra  -  sa^ii^  that  they  ought  not  to  receive 
Proxies  on  any  particular  question*  Lord  Strafford*! 
case,  no  PirOxies  were  taken,  in  consequence  of  a  previoui 
iesetotion.  What*  he- maintained  generally  was,  that  tho 
right  of  Proxy  was  incontestable,  ei^cept  where  it  was  refused 
by  some  standing  order  or  previous  determination.  If  any 
argument  were  raised  on  tne  subject  of  the  King's  licence  of 
leave  of  absence,  he  was  afiraid  that  none  had  it  in  the 
present,  nor  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Parliament.  All  the 
usage  since  l69l,  except  a  case  in  1785,  which  did  not 
apply,  was  against  the  instance  of  Proxies  refused  by  an  in« 
termediate  and  not  a  previous  motion.  He  particularly 
wished,  in  submitting  these  Resolutions,  to  get  rid  of  the 
l^neasiness  hefelt^  on  reading  that  they  had  assembled  only 
.fis  a  Gonventioa»  wmch  he  would  assert  they  had  not«  Thej 
|had  met  in  their  capacity  as  the  three  Estates  of  the  Realm. 
When  that  Hoose  and  the  Hoase  of  CSommons  met  on  the 
1st  of  November >  they  met  '*  in  Parliament  assembled,^ 
tmder  hb  Ifajesty^  aotbority ;  for  on  the  16th  of  September 
Voul— 1811,  4H 
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Farliameiit  ygm  prorogiied  Vjr '  bis  iS^j/oAj  to  ibQ.  lat  qf 
NoTember.  What,  wbea  sa  met,  under  all  liie  ciicumr 
stances,  they  ivere  capable  oi  doin^  aod  ivliat  they  ouf^bt 
to  dO)  irere  quite  different  qnestious.  (He  felt  no  oUier 
aniciet^  upon  this  subject,  than  an  auxiciy  that.tbe  character 
in  ivhich  tbej  met  should  be  rightly  understood,  (and  that 
there  shpald  be  no  doubts  about  what  th^F  were..  He 
asserted  that  they  were  Lords  Spiritual  i^id^Temponil  and 
the  Commons,  in  Parliament  assembled*  &tUl*some  re? 
spectable  authorities  bad  said,  thM^  they  cquld  do  nothing 
till  the  Kiw  appeared  among  them  :  but  let  .them  recolIeiS 
what  he  had ,  already  said  of  tbe  distinction  to  be  made 
between  what  they  were  capable  of  doing,  and  what  tbey 
ought  to  do.  He  thought  tnat  eaoh  Proxy  tendered  on  tbe 
recent  occasion  was  the  Proxy  of  a  noble  lord  capable-  of  so 
Toting.    He  could  perceive  no  distinction  between  a  lord 

Present  in  {xsrBon,  and  present  in .  proa^y.  He  could  n«it 
nd  whevQ,  in  our  history,  he  was  to  look  for.  such  a  dis- 
tinction. In  referring  to  formar  periods,  be  found  that 
business  had  coronienced  in  Parliament  previous  to  apy 
notification  of  the  causes  for  opening  it.  At  the  Restoration, 
a  Proxy  was  entered  befixe  writs  had  been  issued,  and  Bills 
had~  passed  through  the  second  stage.  He  begged  to  say* 
that  in  his  aUusions  to  what  had  lately  passed,  he  meant  to 
intimate  no  blame  on  any  qoble  lord  exce^  npou  himaelCi 
He  thought  that  on  that  occanon,  considering  tbe  opinioaa 
be  held  on  the  subject,  be  had  not  acted  witli. sufficient 
firmneis;  and  thought  that  tlie  i^oble  hoadf  son  to  a  late 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  was  penectly  justified 
in  calling  for  Proxies.  After  a  number  of  otber  obser* 
Tations,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  proceeded  to  propose 
his.  resolutions,  which,  in  substance,  stated  the  general  right 
of  every  noble  peer  to  vote  by  i^roxy,  except  only  in  sucb 
cases  where  a  standing .  order,"  or  j^revious  determination  of 
their  lordships,  forbade  the  use  of  it:  and  that,  in  putting 
sucb  previous  question  on  their  use,  peers  present  in  per- 
son, and  peers  present  by  proxy,  bad  an  equal  right  to  give 
their  votes. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  was  very  far  from  considering  the 
present  question  as  one  merely  venrdin^the  form  and  order 
of  their  proceedings,  as >the  nob^  andleamed  lord  seemed 
to  suppose.  On  ordinary  occasions,  and  in  matters  where 
it  was  competent  for  Proxies  to  vote,  lio  person  bad  caUbd 
in  question  their  propriety ;  but  he  must  contend,  that  it 


rtM  of  the  very  teemfe  of  a  delflberatite  atemUy,  likeib«ir 
l^ndahips'  Hoiwr^  not  to  circiimacribeLttB  deliberotions  on 
werv  poanbiefotnre occasion*  by  adoptinti  sucib  regulations 
as  tnoee  Loutiiinedtn  the  RfewJotions.    Theie  was  no  such 

Erecedent  to  be  fi>und  iatbe  Joarnals';  for  indeed  U  would 
s  tbe  ffToeMt'of  aUafaemdities  thus,  to  provide  befare^hand 
wJuit  raodid  be  doae^ea '  evetTf  osigenojri  .thtv  ciictimstanoes 
of  wkScb  mem  nei  kpowli.  tile  vimd  Uic  Resolutions  in  ao 
MWr  light  JtbariiasaiaideHarind  attack  on  the  preceedings  of 
Ibe-Hoaseona/oeiQeiiafghti  piTMseedings  wluch  the  n<^lo 
ted  learaedf  librd'badrnet  the  couiage  to  attUck  openly  and 
mcmfnlly.  rThequestioaailoW  started  weie  totally  unneoee* 
^ary  ;  decisiaii:!  had  been  already^  come  to ;  and  why  then 
prodacetb^n  oivihe  preseat  occasion  ?  Was  this  a  seneoa» 
hb wpuldaskyifor  unnecettarily  pFochtming the  privileges 
^iht  Hovs^,,BnA  bringing  the  quifbtion  about  utility  or  in- 
atUity  of  Proxies f  under  the  discussion,  and  decision  of  the 
ttaaairy  I  He  was  iar  from  deirjring  that  advantages  might, 
in!  maay  ioalanoes,  attend  the  pnvilq^  of  voting  by  proxy  ^ 
Inl  it  still  was  a  privilege  which  excited  jealousy  in  the 
people  r  and  nothing  could  be  more  unwise  and  inconskle^ 
late  thaa4i)  brtag  ibrwaid  a  question^  of  which  the  puhlio 
weie  not  afafe  to  ventikle  all  the  real  bearings,  nor  properly 
tofestimatetka  Bserits*  :It  was  ao  opinion  very  generally  en« 
tertaioedi ;  and  tertainly  founded  on  good  reasons,  that  a 
matt.ev^  of  sound  principles  had  more  temptation  to^give^a 
less  oonaaietttioaa. vole*  when  he  entrusted  the  keeping  of  hia 
aon^ieooe  to  another,  than  when  be  came  forward  in  persota', 
and:  deUvered  bis.  opiltion  on  any  subject*  On  the  prsicsi^ 
McasioD,  the  learned  Laid  had  certainly  put  forth  all  hie 
ittgeooity  ;•  but  as  Shakspeare  had  represented  Richard  and 
tbe  J>uke  of  Buckiagfaam,  be  bad  met  the  House  in  ^<  rusty 
artnour, '  marvdlousl^  ilU&voured/'  It  appeajned  to  him 
(l^iA  ]yL>  that  BothiQg  le»  than  some  deemon  of  mischief 
could  have  induced  the  noble  Lord  and  his  ooUeagnes  to 
urge  the  discossiori  of  such  a  question  as  the  present.  Did 
be  think  the  British  people  so  debased  and  degraded,  as  pa* 
tiently  to  bear  ibe  discussion  of  a  question  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, that  might  involve  and  prove  fatal  to  their  dearest 
rights? 

.  What,  be  would  ask,  was  the  real  subject  of  discussion  in 
the  House,  tbe  other  night?  The  noble  Lord  had  said, 
that  before  coming  to  a  vote  on  the  first  Resolotion,  which 
ives  then  under  diKussion,  there  tvas  the  intervention  of 


a  qncitiim)  irhcClMr  Pmnriei  fhoold  be  admiHid  to 
Bat  tlic  noble  Lotd  had  kft  out  of  view,  iNat  Hm 
anoCber  quotiia  thm  ptndm^.    ThefiMt^watf,  IhatadoQlii 
bad  been  piavmibly  gtanliad^  awd  ircfy  yiitoiailj  mli  i  iaiaeJ^ 


wbctber,  in  ibo  eonditloo  aad  Arm  Ibe-  Nod<«*  hm  tb««y 
iad  bndfT  fliltbe  eiKtiaf  citturaitwtei  tii^Mimcy^  diS- 
calty,  aad  novelty,  PmxwecnM  bn  fumat li  al  bIL  No cfe» 
lennimitioa  bad  bera  oon0  1o^  Tor  ibii<pbiar  tmmn,  Aat  it 
baldly  cntcfcd  intdlhMnitid  bfatrrtaaai^  tbat^atbaneKoaM 
be  such  ao  indeeentadtaA'tbf  pnfseataiyf  af^pamriaioa^aiich 
aa  oouaiiofi.  Tbe g^xral  jahKuAphtHi  whScb  %be pmier  of 
owatiaiip  Pcprt  aFsa^wsted  ia  the  Cmafd,  wasy  ia  prewnt  tii# 
fpnaatioM  ofcoiiffderacies  andooiabamtidbaiiaaaf  tbe  Psevas, 
bywbiuh  they  mi^ht  tbwart  tbe  mfasa^;  of^'goMiiaanut, 
and  draw  ail  the  poaer  of  the  alate  into  tbeir  own  bandaw 
The  powf^r  of  creating  PlsefB  <nabkd  did  Kiaglo  bftak  )aI# 
each  confedemcieg,  in thetameway  asi'by anappeal to  ilie 

Eople,  heooold  difiM>lTe  a  rethictory  andfitdioosHoaaawf 
iminoni.    What  then  oonlci  be  aiore*  4aiMM«a  to  4ha 
'  Cons4ttation  than  theexiateno^  of  fuok  a  coameraey  I  and 
be  char^red  the  noble  loidt  oppot$ite  with  taking  trit  the  siafif 
tending  to  produce  »  combinaticm  of  tbat  sort;  tboagb  HA* 
oontQioaaly ,  •  and  not  with  that  imtoedaite' abject  in  vleir« 
It  waft<a  flpcciesof  piooeecKng  that  tended  naturally  to  cieafii 
tba    worst  of  all  kindB  of  gOvefnnieiit«*^att  QMf|an;hy ;  wbliA 
wa'    werse  eren  than  dcAivrtitim  ifielf^  asT  pmlacingnaaiy 
tyrants  instead  of  one,  and  b4tehia^>a  iMt^of -aeorpioaa 
hirlrrotild  not  tn0fe  without' 8tin)|ing  lWiNt){iio;'*  TJba 
fnM>nt  motion,  in'his'fypiaion/had  that' ttndkicy,. and  km 
wint»1  tlierrfore  reprobate ' it,' *'whetber  it6-atftUofi^* were' eo»* 
•Of ous  of  its  tendency  or  tiot.  •  Und^r  ail  th«G>  eircoaittancee) 
beli«  ving  the  pn^seM  tl»  b^an  ai^Reeefisary-and  miasbJeroiia 
question,  be  tnoiight  it  im«e6sibi«Hbat  it 'eooid  obtain  the 
support  of  tbe  Hotise, -and  shoold  thercrfarottKiirey  ^tbat 
tbcHousedO  now  adjourn.'^  '  « 


, i       •) 


aaoaacY  bill. 


.  TAc  Earl  ef  Uncrpool  here  proposed  that  ibe  debate 
should  be  adjourned  durirg  pleasure,  ior  the  pur{M)so  of 
nruiving  a  con;niunicattou  from  tbe  Connaons. 

This  ^ns  coi>.s(*iJted  to;  and  (be  Cbaoa^Ilor  of  tlie  Ex* 
cb('qu.er,accofDpai)ied  by  a  number  oilbe  Cbn^knoaSi  pie* 
a<;iUcU  ai  tiie  bar  a  Billj  '^  to  provide  for  tbe  admiuistiatioa 


ofihfiRojalfAiiaiiritm  wd  for  Ike  caid  t>f  lii  MajoHgr^ 
peiBOfh  <ltirUig:bil^praMnt  illneM,''. . 
I,  Tbe  CamiiMNW  fating  ^uhdcftwD^  ^m  tbe  motion .  of 
flie  &rl  of  XivcTiMNri/  tbe  Bill  was  itiad  a  fin(  timc^ 
arcl£r«4  to  be  printed^  and  to  :be<  roi^  aiMoond  lime  H^ 
4H|omroiB^«  t  J . .   .  • '  '  » ) » J « 

...TbQ  debate  th€»  piooQcdcd  o»)  Uie  quoitioD  ioif  adjoniift* 
i»eDtu  ^.  ..  ^ 

7%i;(j^ar^  «>/  JSofs.  supported  ctbeorigipal  motion.^-** 
J^vtry-m^  wbd  bad  ^itneswd  tbeiconfuMDn  into  which  th« 
Ha^i0  ^«A«thTown  <Mi^  a  ibrmef  nigbty  /vfhtn  Ibe  questioa  of 
i^Foxiea  wa^bronghtforwaid,  intit$i^  lie  thought,  beoonvidoed 
ofilie  qeo^sitjof  adopting  someresoltiliQn  for  preventing 
the  ri^cutreiice  of  a  similar-  confusion  in  fntitne.  If  tbo 
FIoi|6e  Were  wrong  at  that  time  in  refusiBg  the  proxies^  it 
Vfaft  iinakily  to  acknowledge  their  ef tor ;  but  if  rifffu,  then  41 
resolution  might  be  adopted  to  that  effect,  it  had  hxn 
said^  that  before  the.  opening  of  Partiameni  by  Comitiis^ 
sioaer^lhe  two  Hbufies  were  assembled  in  Convention*  Thii 
W49^ot  his  opkiioB ;  but  even  if  it  bad  been  so,  he  was  pi^ 
pared  to  contend  that  Proxies  had  a  right  to  vote  in  snob 
C^onventiM,  The  same  authority,,  naaselyi  Ibe  Ikxsnoe  e(  the 
King,  which  gave  the  lords  present  a  right  U>  vole,  gave  tbo 
same  right- to  (hose  who  were  absent;  and  to  depjrive  the 
absent  lords  of  the  privilege  of  exeroisiog  that  right,  waa 
draw.9iga  distinolion  of  the  most  nocoostiiOtioMl  natan^ 
He  9iust  deny,  however,  that  the  Houses  sat  lately,  as  a  Con» 
veniion,  Tlie  two  Houses,  when  they  met  in  November^ 
were  the  same  Parliament  that  had  sat  for  several  sessions^ 
and  that  was  prorogue  to  the  first  of  November  by  hia 
Majesty.  If  that  was  not  the  case,  why  had  not  the  repr^ 
senti^ve  peers  of  Scotland  taken  the  oathfr— why  had  pro* 
tests  bern  entered  on  several  occasions— and  why  was  the 
privilege  of  franking  exercised,  which  was  enjoyed  by  their 
lordships,  not  as  peers,  but  Lords  of  Parliament  ?  Th« 
only  reason  why  proxies  were  not  admitted  in  iudicbl  mat*- 
ters,  was,  because  it  was  a  principle  of  law,  that  no  Judgo 
could  pronoance  his  opinion  through  the  medium  of  ano* 
ther.  The  privilege  of  voting  bv  Proxy  was  one  which  liad 
been  enjoyea  by  their  lordships  nrom  time  immemorial,  and 
which  they  wer^  bound  to  transmit  to  their  posterity. 

The  Earl  of  Monoid  was  v£  opinion,  that  the  privilege 
of  voting  by  rroxywas  an  inherent  right  in  their  Lordships, 
cammnnicated  by  the  King's  licence,  and  subject  to  the  to* 


iOi  Tte  PAftLiAneimiit  iB6isTEs«       [iomm 

^ohitMNi  ctttte  Hooie,  but  not  to  ite  coiitrottI«  N<>  i^iisu* 
ment  had  conTinced  him^  thai  the  tWb  Homei  were  nqi  « 
dRaiKamoit  oft  the  fiist  day  of  their  meeting.  It  had  been 
.nid^  however,  bj  a  noble  loid,  that  when  aflfiurvof  cuctr 
-diflfeulty  praised  upon  the  House,  it  was  proper  that  Froxiei 
should  be  rejected.  But  this  argument  went  too  &r;'  fiir  in 
•die  present  circurastanoes  of  Eaiope  and  the  c^nntiy,  be 
amid  hardly  conceive  anv  public  measure  that  would  'not 
.be  accompanied  with  diflfculties*  It  was  ako  aid,  that  the 
siibject  lately  u^der  the  discussion  of  the  House,  was  one 
which  admitted  of  yartation,  from  time  to  time,  which 
loade  voting  by  proxy  inapplicable.  He  perceived  no  such 
jconseqoence.  He  could  not  help  thinking,  that  on  a  former 
Jiight,  there  was  a  very  improper  %»nmption  of  power ; 
and  that  the  Resolutions,  as  then  sent  down  to  the  Commons, 
were  not  those  of  the  Peeis  of  the  Realm,  but  only  of  a 
part.  ^ 

Tke  t>uk€  of  Norfolk  denied  that  the  prtvilf^  of  voting 
by  Proxies  was  ii  nght  inherent  in  the  Peers.  This  was 
proved  by  their  not  exercising  it  in  judicial  matters.  The 
precedent  of  1788  was  thie  on^  one  in  our  hbtory  similar  ta 
the  present ;  and  on  that  occasion  proxies  were  neither  used 
sior  attempted  to  be  used. 

'  Lord  Slanhopt  expressed  his  determination  \o  vote  for  the- 
motion  of  adjournment ;  not  that  he  shrunk  ftom  the  dis* 
cnssinn,  but  because  it  was  one  mode  of  rejecting  the  Reso* 
lotions  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord.  That  noble  ford 
(£kIon>  must  excuse  him,  when  he  said  that  out  of  his  owq. 
mouth  he  would  convict  him.  He  would  shew  that  he  had 
refuted  every  argument  that  night  advanced «in  favour  of  big 
Resolutions,  by  the  very  doctrine  inserted  in  his  Protest. 
In  his  Resolutions  he  spoke  of  inherent  rights,  whilst  bb 
Protest  admitted  the  power  of  the  Honse  io  limit,  modi^ 
mofk^  controiil  the  privilc^  of  voting  by  Proxy.  With 
lespect  to  those  Protests  he  mnst  say,  that  amongst  all  the 
Dhaentieots,  that  to  which  the  signature  of  Anfeo  was  af^ 
fixed,-  was  by  far  the  wisesif  because  it  very  properly  ab^ 
stained  from  attempting  to  give  any  reason  at  idl.  But  the 
Protest  of  tlie  noble  and^learaed  Loid,  if  well  founded^  vraa 
the  strongest  censure  on  his  Resolutions;  whilst  on  the  other 
hand,  if  his  proposed  Resolutions  were  correct,  his  hite  EVotest 
was  a  mere  mockery.  Such  of  their  lordships  as  were  versed 
in  Parliamentary  history,' must  be  aware  that  the  House  it* 
self  bad  felt  it  its  duty  to  interfere  against  the  abuse  to 
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irhich  this  privil^e  led.  When  od  an  occasion  a  Peer 
came  down  with  np  less  than  wveoteen  Proxkisin  bis  pockety 
had  the  noble  and  learned  liOid  ever  read  the  standing  oiden 
fan  that  subject,  he  wbuld^  certainly  have  learned  to  restmia 
his  aeal  and  mitigate,  hb  anxiety  on  this  point.  I  obsetre 
(said  Lord  Stanhope)  that  the^  noble  and  learned  Lord  shakes 
his  head,  whilst  his  elbow  is  shook  by  another  noble  and 
learned  lord  (Redesdale)  near  him  ;  no  doubt  the  whisper 
is,  ^'  Look  yon  here,  Jack,  when  next  we  sign  a  Protest,  we 
most  TO  down  early  to  the  Hotkseand  read  it  over  together.^ 
*«-'^  Yes,*'  answers  Jack ;  (A  laugh)  ^^  and  with  care  and 
attention  too  ;  for  if  we  do  not,  there  is  that  logical  fellow 
Stanhope  in  the  House  of  Lords,  who  will  read  it  pubitcly 
after  us.'*  (J  laughs)  The  noble  and  learned  Lord,  hQW<* 
ever,  contended,  that  when  the  House  niet^  it  was  as  a  con« 
stituent  bmnch  of  the  Parliament.  He  used  the  word  Par* 
liament  just  as  it  answered  his  object;  and  bis  application 
of  the  ;term,  reminded  him  of  the  definition  of  what  was 
called  a  pun.  It  was  defined  to  be  the  taking  of  a  word  in 
two  senses,  when  it  was  predicated  of  the  one  that  which 
wasroeantof  the  other.  A  young  woman,  a  neighbour  of 
his  in  Kent,  asked  her  lover,  when  discoursing  on  this  point, 
once,  to  give  her  an  e::ample. — '^  Give  me  a  subject,"  said 
her  lover.  ^*  His  Majesty,"  said  the  young  woman^  ^^  His 
Majesty  i^nnot  be  a  subject,"  was  the  answer,  and  ibe  pun. 
Similar  was  the  interpretation  put  upon  the  term  Parliament 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lotd.  But  he  would  ask,  if  this 
privilege  of  voting  bv  Proxy  was  an  inherent  right,  why  was 
it  submitted  to  a  (Jommittee  to  investigate  the  nature  of 
that  right?  The  very  appointment  of  that  Committee 
proved  at  least  that  it  was  doubtful,  and,  when  tliere  was  a 
doubt,  who  but  the  House  could  decide  upon  it  ?  It  had 
decided,  and  the  decision  of  them  had  given  the  greatest  sa« 
tis&ction  both  in  town  and  country.  lu  some  ooiuitiy 
yiliaffc  it  i^as  told  him  that  soon  after  that  decision,  an  ho-- 
nest  Whig  barber  had  put  on  his  sign  a  placard,  sayii^, 
'^  Whigs  shaved  h^e  tor  a  penny,  and  Tories  tor  tbraa* 
halfv-pence."*  When  asked  why  he  made  the  distinction^ 
his  reply  was — ^That  since  the  late  memorable  triumph  of 
the  Whig  Lords  against  Proxies,  the  Tories  had  such  long 
black  muzato  that  the  operation  of  sharing  them  was  ren- 
dered much  more  difficult  (A  laugkn)  To  allow  such  a 
power  do  the  late  occasion,  wouUUhave  been  atteaded  if  hh 
the  most  dangerous  results  to  the  CkmstitutioA.    It  woidd 
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CBtftblidi  the  wocst  ipooies  of  oligarcbT-^^n  oHgai diy  thfael 
neither  luleiied  or  reasoned— loa  dfigaichjr  of  parchaeat  unci 
0fpi^per* 

The  Lord  Ctumcellor  would  not  take  up  their  Lordshipe' 
time  by  tvailin^  htiaself  of  the  pririkge  of  reply.  A  nofatt 
baron  <Liord  Mqira)  had  obsehred,  thaithe  (Iiord  Eldon) 
came  down  clothed  in  hk  rusty  armour,  to  discuss  the  qties- 
tion.  The  noble  baron  must  haire  despised  his  adrenaiy 
gieatly  indeed,  when  he  ventured  to  ^apple  with  him  with- 
out any  armour  at  all.  He  would  leave  it  tojfcheHouae^ 
after  what  they  had  seen  and.  heard  that  night,  to  decide 
whether  its  proceedings  were  likely  to  be  moie  decorous 
when  votes  were  given  in  person,  or  by  proxy. 

The  House  divided  on  Lord  Moira^s  amendment : 
Contents  68  Non-Contents  67 

Proxies    27  Proxies     -    -  SiS 

95  9S 

Majority  Two  against  Ministers.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

irBONBsbAT,   JANOABT  SS. 

ABetition  was  presented  from  Mr.  Robert  Palmer,,  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee. 

1^  Mr.  Sheridan  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  Petition  front 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  very  ancient  and  le* 
tpectabfe  town  of  Lewes,  in  Sussex,  againsti  the  restrictions 
proposed  to  be  imposed  upon  the  H^ent*  He  hoped  it  was 
not  yet  too  late  to  submit  this  Petition.  It  had  been  intended 
to  be  presented  by  *  Lord  Francis  Osborne,  but  he  having 
been  obliged  to  leave  town,  and  the  Members  for  the  place 
being  boUi  confined  by  illness,  the  task  devolved  upon  him« 
It  was  true,  the  language  of  the  petition  was  couched  ta 
terms  of  strong  indignation  and  reprobation  of  Ministers; 
'but  still  he  hoped,  as  it  was  not  dbrespcctftil  to-  the  House 
itself,  it  would  be  allowed  to  lie  upon  the  table.  He  thea 
brought  up  the  Petition,  which  was  lelkd,  and  oidered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

mB&BKCT   BILL. 

The  Ckanedhrofthe  Ewchequff  moved  the  third  leadioi^ 
4>f  the  B^ency  Bill 
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'  ^'Tkdmas  Tutia^  rise  foWtlio  purpose  of  m&kihg  some 
otilmicfdsi^  iKUkfeoflheBni.  .It  was  eatitled  a  Bill  for 
tb^  fmt^^!«f  mMstttig  hb  Bfi^y,  and  this  title.  wa» 
dlroetly  iftvriiriiiiclyirith  the  preiimble^  He  also  objected 
li»1iRy<daiiie  fc^ndtbg^  tbe  UmMehold^  and  thought  the. 
Miksnib  iiifi\ffd^\ma^  •  of  tbe*  vfiotd  ^'  portion*'  would  be; 
My)Miii>b  ^^lUeiq^ri  dodttred  his  inieiition»  upon  the  in8ti«% 
tatldti  oftHe  skfaiid  icommission  for  the  passing  of  this  Bill, 
in^'kd«w^toroftr.somiBaaii€n^mente^  . 
/3<»v(B«dvM  JioANsiojteiCQilldiioit  i|?aid  tiespaasing  lipoid 
the  Hons^  ioc A  short  tiBse,*  Hi:  order  to  state  seveml  objec- 
tions <owibipli*he  tboiiflrtftl  this  BilL  was  liable, .  In  thefirsir 
Janice,  he  il^ffctedstr^gljr  to»  the  clanse  respecting  the  limi« 
taUona.  He  obyeeted- also  tOithe.clause  which  went  io  vest 
4(fjOM*  initrwt  ooi  t>f  tbe  Privy  Purse.  In  his  opinion^ 
iiolwiliiiitaiidibg  ibe«  great  length  pf  discussion  which  thia 
BiHllad.iiiide%onei>  nainv  gmitlenieB'  in.  Aat  House  were» 
aipost  likelyi '  aid  Ahc  pobHo'  at  brge  were,  most  certaini[ji ' 
igfininhitm  the  Vasteileniof  patroaage  which  it  went  to  vest 
m  tbe>bands  of  her  Majesty^ '  fteventured  to  state  this  sup^ 
positibn,  because  it  was  ndi  with^M  grecit  labour  and  mqch 
in^Ugatiaii  that'liehad  Mmst^If  discovered  it.  The  patro-i . 
nag^  of  the  Household  iavoiVed)  in  the.Honse^of  Peersj  nq 
less  than  t^rent  jr-fii®  office^  in  bis  Majesty*s  Househ^old,  and 
Ibiir  officers  in  that  of  her  lliibijesty^s.  la  ihe.Hpuse  of  Com* 
mons^  also,  there  were  sevenefficers in  the King'sy^ai^d  ocie  iii 
the  Queen  8  HousehoU  ;!  makie^,  in  tli^  Aggregate  of  thqirs 
salaciies,  SOfiOOL :  added  to  If  buib , ,  there  wa^  a  mijfk  of  ^  iipt 
less  tham  70,000/.  vested  by  this  t^ill^  free  and  uncon^rouleq 
in  the  hands  of  her-Mbjesty^  Tb4re  were  rQanvsubordin^^^ 
sitnations  in  tiie  HouaeHoU^t'tbe  salaries  ^of  which,  and  )Jm^^ 
tinted  it  from'  authmity,  i^munted  to  7,  IS,  15,  aqd  1800/,: 
per  arninm,  andtherp^as«0ne.rhiuidsedand  ^f^y  pbi^e^^f 
iHh  description.  Was  it^he  would  ask,  cpnstitutionai/^ 
abstrkct  such  a  mass  of  patronage  from  the  Executive,  a|id 
place  it  in  the«hand»Qf  iChosf)4rJu)i  might  pqss^y.choqsiEi  t^ 
start  up  an  oppositioii^iaad  inisfimber  the  governnifait  ?  .  Qe 
was  very  leady .  to.  aoquil  A^p  fight  jhonoprable.  g^^tlem^ 
below  him  of  acting  upon  any  selfish  view,  and  he  tho(igJ||. 
tbat«  tfte  deiidate  .pvoeeedifig  <if  the  Houae  on  this  occasio^ 
:6ught  to  endear  it  to  thei^uatryat  lar^.  W.bat.he  bad 
enumerated,  U.ougbt  to  be  observed,  did  not  include  the 
enthe  expendittue  of  the  Household.  There  if eie,  in  thjs 
^(topartf^estsf^of  dheSlewafd  of  the  Bed^b^b^  and 
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Mnsfefr  of  fhi»  lh»tM,  nN|M  lb  ibe  «nMM  dT  tii»  .fcttnAned 

1Mb  ^as  in  vimie  'dogwe  |Au:ed  .unriir  Am  bmAmmljOf  w 
tmsury;  bat  kshottklto«|Mt0tcdi,lbB*nB'far)r)^.Billa 
fhis  omitrmrl  cfM  iioC  oewmiiuot <iitii iaJto itht  ijijlirtiimatrt 
^ a v<^nin  amn.    He do«Med  mdoh,fc»iimlBv ■■hcitor. ilij» 

out  of  the  haiidd  W^(h«  OWtiivTy  and  fUumi  m  Atm  dT .the 
Qufrn.  There  was  nomring  Mrt  tii«t'aoiil»>iiadBe  lMl«n»* 
IH^roi^ht  beMken  #r  fhits  be  did  mo^  My ^timi  it  waMf 
but  vtijl  it  wad  m  Iha  aoofia  df  ponlbililii^  and  li  mm  the 
btmtiKM  iff  ParWmmt  toffoanl  «#Mi«ifanit  |MMbilitM« 
h  wiM  said,  <bat  fbk  gnnieHitm:  of  jp1itti^|i  ^twtt  b^  kft 
Vfifoachrd,  in  ordfr  to  faoilMAta,  «4efc»it  iRda  i||^pfli^  Ibe 
ff"(um  of  bis  lAijeaty  to  powe^.  Br 4ba  jpaagjiiuin  rf  jyUl 
BHf,  h<ywf^^r,  h  #Ba  ufteriy  odt  Wtbe^tcBtibiit  tbit  ii«isf 
ri»tnjeti>m  0Km1d*be<yAwra-torsi€ii«oooli^|;e^  AmU 
fben'aald,  fhfA since  tbttaetifltra^iitti^  MftlHHOTme.bjribe 
Oarehy  the  patronage  was  thqribj  itj|ii*mit  ^bac  mmI|« 
¥h  is  he  hi*f:f^  leave  to  deny  $  bat  cfmi  if  lit  <was  ibo:aM9  ^ 
SUi  not  think  that  'far  audi  triirfatlaifOiimitiHicn  JJniliatMnt 
M|^ht  to>avefet9ouree  Id  tuch««o<^li«Al.aiti(x«ilitiiti9Ml 
fhfKle  ()f  proceedRnf;.  list  ihe'Hoate  obaeafOytben,  ibatlbqr 
^ren^aboot  tO|;rvetotbeQa8vn-a  ^pomciam-imoB^jf^lmQMmU 
in  (he  Ixmh/HincI  nine  in  (be  Cotnnons ;  «tt^l4bef  unailiab 
(ibauftodepri^e  ibcflegent  of  theJUjaltpfeodoiir^oidiNUo 
btaceit  roiimi^ $i(%<bed.  It  nfta, boireaor, bnpoai&bjk^'thil 
{liey'Miduld  npif^ve  totbeftcgentAfroatiieiaand  il.itilt 
affleqpafe  tolm  ttatton':  H  was  impoaiiMe  tbatlbqf  anrid 
fbink  of  depriVhfg  (be  'fountain V  faooaiflr  woA  mjmltir  tof 
ffiat  pomp  ^ii(5h  w^  aeoo^toaMNl  to^d^flSjrit.  If.lfeqr 
nteant  to  'tafceao  impolitic a'tlK|ft,.i(««Qldibfi!iMCaaBav 
breafe  a'newtetHMisbmenft  for  the  Regent,  tetbemmmtflf 
900,000/.  Wbjr  ^boakl  not  tbe  mmtry.  die^atved  lUa 
«i«pefid&^  ^and  itmi#ht  ba  aMMd  /thaa  4iy  alloabir  io  the 
fie^lfent  the  offieevs  of  hia  fcttaen  This  'wauM,iiift  Ji  i»  oiindy 
j^flerve  thie  gOTermnent  fram  coiiiliftfMi,  '«id  ^ae  b>  ibe 
Execilttiite  that  power  wbicb  wia  oaliifal  audi  atotawif 

'  'jHr. IJtt;?^^  diSr  notarise,  at  so'bile aatigeiof ite JiiU>:|iNr 
^e  Piir|)ii6e^  of  gt^iqg  jirto  ibe  ull|Hitioii8  to  ilataiijFllfl^[llb 
%Mt  WcottM  mt  1^^  mo^^aerioiBlv  protaitue  Jbalibia^puiiif 
^Q^lQT-^tiicii  had  been  pfactisdd,  aMinBt  we  cmfimm 


it  wib  ietiodiHtod*'    Hetfaobglit!  it  in  somedf gisae  iiiQUiiil|eii# 
tin  bim  to  anjr  fto  teuc^,  in  Order  ta  Move^  tfm|  4bCHi^^  bf 

>  Jbad  Ydttd  for  some  i)|o^ifica4i<H)$  of  tlie  re6triQtio.ftS9  he  Hsi^ 
fcjrfi^  ttcans  giireli  ufit  b»  o^igioal  opiniorii  Romdj^  tho^ 
^le  n^er  <Ni^1it  io  bite  bceo any.restri^stiDn  at  all  impoecd. 
^IFeiv't  hetu^l)  It  bad  be^n  sauj  that  this  BiH  rested  upon 
llMt  of  1788^  but  (be  Biil  of  1788  was  in  ^^  day  novel  aqi1 
-ckofitiaty  to  e^ry  former  pfeo^ent.  The  gii^mid  Cor.^h^ 
innovation  Tiras  expediency.  Now,  certainlvi  if  in  17^8 1^ 
^ksediency  ii^a)Bfi(>  pressing'asto  fit»cBeaBilla|^ains£atl  pre^ 
fcideal,  beWaaBuri^  tberewa9ane<)nail- expediency  now  to 
warrabt-  «s  in  mjeding  tbe  tifioenstitinional  pceo^pdent  of  ttet 
dby.  {Memr^kemrl)  It  was  Hot'  only  uilcof^srit^tionn), 
,bnt  im  fata  opinion  it  lra»  utterly  ut^aKt  in  tjie  two  Houses  pf 
AtdkuBenrt  la  dispense  with  or  suspend  tihif  futidaiaenitii  pt^^ 

'POgativeffof  the  Crown  without  the  oaaBei>t  of  t%e  KJn^,  in 
hk  beaith,  and  seated  on  bis  Throne^ 
*  Mr.  Jdttm  did  not  intend  to  speak  to  tlie  jEj6neraI  ddWQS 
wr  prineipie  of  tbe  Bill  itsdf»  but  rose  (or  the  purpose  of 
•ffivin^  bis  sentiments  oa  a  subject  wbloh  bad  been  latdy 
'  iittrodnocd.  He!  alluded  to  (he  institution  of  ?  S(N:mf  Com* 
wiMe  t6  inqnire  into  the  state  and<  ebarges  upon  ib^  privy 
poiie.     He  bad  been  nominated  by  the  ri^ht  honoaraUe 

atkmali  oppQsitei  a  member  of  that  CommiUee.;  but  be 
1  not  thougibt  it  fit  for  hini,  holding  as  lie  bad  the  honour 
to  dO)  a  hifih  official  situation  under  bis  roy^  b^hoe^  tbe 
Prmce  of  Wales,  to  attend  the  proceedinj^  of  a  Committee 
on  mob  a  subjcGt^  He  wasattie^  indeed,  there  wa«  no  sobjett 
tvpou-wbich  both  hid'  Royal  Highness  and  tbe  remaining 
Princes  had  a  greater  delicacy;  and  he  waa  sure,  from  the 

>  coroiannicaltion  of  tbe  right  honourable  genileman  opposite, 
lo  bis  Uoyal  Highness*^  that  th^  Prince  oould  have  no  idea,. 
^  at  least  no  opportunity  of  knowing,  that  Ibe  aikirs  of  tbe . 
prity  pUfse  were  to  be  taken  under  oohsidenition.  Tbe  bon* 
1^  learned  Manber  hem  re&A  tbe  Allowing  passage  of  Mr. 
Pereevarf  lettef  ta  the  Prioee^  dated  the  ISfih  of  I>eoei(i. 

«<  TKatrtahpeiaonatpropertyofbiftMaiesfyafrmavnot 
iow  Im^  vested  in  Trnstoasior  bis  Miyesty's  use,  should  be 
vetted  in  iTrostees  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bill ;  that  4ier 
•  Majesty,  the  Princo,  and  eertain  other  persofat,  should  be.  tjie 
Trtistses:  and  that  the  ti^nst  sbouM  be  subjjeot  U>  his  Ma** 
jMy'i  dispaiitims,  by  deedl  or  wiU;  aodin  lb<^ev^toC|>ie 

.  demiso  without  will,  hia  pronc^^ovld  brMlia^  (^  b* 
distributed  according  to  law* 
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Mr:  Adam  then  stated,  that  these  expreasioin  oduIcI  not 
be  considered  as  ba viiig  any  reference  to  the  PriTy Purse  ; .  if 
they  had,  his  royal  hifirbness  the  Priifoe  who  felt  most 
anxiously  upon  the  delicacy  doeto  bin  M ajeity  on  thai  sob* 
ject,  vottid  certainly  hare  expressed  himself  upon  it  in  hta 
anstrer  ;  but  on  the  perusal  of  the  answer,  dated  the  20th 
•December,  it  would  be  seen  that  nothing  ^rasto  be  found 
concerning  it.  The  Prince's  ans^^w  he  stated  ^to  be  afitol«> 
lows:— 

*^  The  Prince  acknotvledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Peroevars 
*  detailed  statement  of  those  measores  which  Mr.  Perceval 
informs  him  liis  Majesty's  conidentialservants  have  decided 
to  submit  to  the  Ix>ra8  and  Commons  now  assembled,  as  the 
means  of  providing  for  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  authority , 
•bould  the  King's  indisposition  unhappily  l)e  proiracted. 

^*  The  Prince,  though  fully  sensible  of  the  attention  of 
that  early  conununication,  cannot  but  in  some  degree  feel 
embarrassed  by  it,  inasmuch  as  it  r^s  not  with  him  to  judge, 
nor  docs  he  deem  himseif  entitled  to  assume,  how  tar  tbe 
wisdom  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  may  think  it  advis- 
able for  the  public  welfare  to  adopt  the  plan  commuaicatfd 
by  Mr.  Perceval.  Were  it  not  for  tliis  difficulty,  th#*  Prince 
would  refer  Mr.  Perceval  to  the  Prince's  answer  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
letter  on  the  50th  December  1788 ;  that  letter  containing  the 
outlines  of  the  plan  intended  then  to  be  acted  upon  by  bis 
Majesty's  confidential  servants.  But  the  Prince  thinks  it 
essential  to  observe,  that  that  communication  was  not  made 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  till  after  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  bad 
come  to  certain  Resolutions,  as  the  ground-work  of  that 
plan.  That  answer  remains  on  reQord  ;  and  as  tbe  s(*ntiments 
contained  in  it  were  founded  on  a  solemn  contemplation  of 
the  principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  as  weJI  as  in  an 
earnest  desire  to  be  able,  conscientiously,  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  government,  on  behalf  of  his  Ixloved  and 
fevered  Father  and  Sovereign,  in  such  a  manner  as  might 
best  satisfy  his  Majesty's  well-known  and  constant  anxiety 
for  tbe  advantage  and  honour  of  his  people,  the  Prince  has 
only  to  declare,  that  these  principles  admit  oif  no  change. 

*^  1'he  Prince  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  bis 
deep  affliction  at  the  melancholy  event  which  has  rEndeicd 
this  communication  from  Mr«  Perceval  necessary ;  and  with** 
out  declaring,  that  it  will  be  the  happiest  moment  of  the 
Prinee's  life  to  be  enabled,  by  the  restoration  of  hia  Majesty's 
boaltb,  instantly  to  deposit  at  bis  feet  thaw  powers  uk) 


iiil/$r«slB  mimfibifft^t  whicb  tlie  Gnnslitutton  has  tptfe^anod 

to  bef  ihsepa  ruble  firom  the^exeroue  of  the  Royal  aathoritf  .*'. 

Mff'.Gikf  enptesnei  his  «tr;Oing  objeciioBs  tothe.ckuae 

'jreipeclifig'the  HoiiS!eh<M^     He  also  objected  in  Mo  to  tb^ 

^atMes  of  Uie  Bill,  becnuae  tkey  wefe  at  variance  with  xbe 

Re^otutions-     He  confessed   bis  ^orpriie  at  seeing  some 

jbkoiiour%ib)e  geoUeaieo,  aitd,  among  otbers,  the  membei^ 

ioF  Yorkshire^  who  bad  agreed  iu  the  Resolutions,  conteDt 

<lo  give  so  very  liule  pHtronage  ip  the  Regant.     He  wished 

lo  know'. from  the  Cbancelior,  of  tbe  Exchequer, .  whether 

tk^  e:sception9  in  the  Bill  were  to  be  taken  as  individual 

^Kcepiionsy  or  whether  tliey  were  to  be  taken  as  exceptions 

^of  etitsbltshment?     It  was  not  right  for. the  House  to  leavfe 

4lieiVit:e-Chatnberlain  under  tiie  patronage  of  the  Queea^ 

.  beiiause  they  in  fiict  thereby  nominated  ihe  Cbamberjaia 

tbeinselves/    They  did  not  allow  the  Queen  to  nominato* 

.DOT  did  ihey  'allow  the  Recent  to  notiiinate,  but  theykfk 

^l\\^  Vice-Ghdniberlain  to  act,  thereby  devolving  od  him  the 

duties  of  the  Superior^  whose  office  was  .vacant,  and  so,  in 

fact,  electing  him^  pro  tempore,  Chamberlain.    He  ioi* 

tended  hereafter  to  move*  an  amendment,  leaving  out  this 

entire  clause*    He  could  not  consider,  with  all  the  private 

respect  which  he  had  ft^r  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchequer, 

this  prooeeding  in. any  other  light  than  as  an  attempt 

to  secure  to  himaelf  ptirliamentary  influence^   when  be 

.*was  no  longer  in  office ;  but  this  was  a  spepiesof  political 

tactics,  which  he  lioped  the  House  would  penetrate  and 

frustrate. 

Mr.  Sheridan  had  intended  to  rise  immediately  after  his 

fapnourabie  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Adam), who  had  spoken 

.  n  short  time  since,  had  not  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 

Just  sat  down,  anticipated  him.     He  roise  now  for  the  pur-^ 

.pose  of  declaring  his  perfect  concurrence  in  every  thing 

which  had  fallen  from  his  learned  friend.    Like  him,  be 

had  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Secret  Committee; 

but  that  appointment  had  taken  place  in  his  absence,  and 

be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  had  he  been  present, 

.  he  should  have  immediately  moved  to  have  his  name  with« 

drawn.     When  he  said  this,  he  meant  it  to  be  understood. 

that  l)e  ^poke  simply  as  a  Member  of  Parliament.  As  such, 

he  should  have  opposed  his  becoming  a  member  of  n  Se« 

.  ctet  Committee,  to  scrutinize  into  the  state  of  the  Privy 

Purse,  because  he  considered  it  to  be  the  most  iiuh'corous 

'  js^t  tbjroughoui  this  most  indelicate  and  indecent  trunsac* 


est  TUB  PAKLIJLMEirTiCRT  (VCeiSTBE.    '  {OCM^ 

Ihnir   TbMtgbi  hotioarable  geiiitlc^ai/  httA  ^mei  hb'fe^r 

of  t|lt  effiMtt  ttrbi^h  thd  AbseRceof  hi^  M)ajesty's  oit)  ^f& 

vsuvw.itfi^lit  have  <mon' tbe  miBd*  of  liit  Majesty  oh  bk  re** 

tbv^rs/    TfiU'BAignibe  ip^ry  pladiiM^/  if  bifi  ltfnje«ty  wtt 

16«r)iS^c>ff  ume  iilorri'mg  <]«ite  refresHed  And  doddeoiy  r^ 

'^MTfered;  but  us  tfaat  was  not  to  be  expected/ ai  bis  rein^ 

<»tiiieitiefit  miise  be  grado»l^  and  bis  oontaledceDee^tow  nnA 

toogressiire,  it  wastobe  supposed  tbdt  he  trould  oecdsifi^o- 

.  Mty  iftqi^ire  a^  to  wliatwag  going  On  arbdut  biitt/and  tbaH 

th^re  was  titihe  datiger  of  a  relapse  frooi  the  auddenn^as  df 

tM  inte^Mgenee.     Bat  if  snob  w^as  th<  aen^bility  &F  tte 

<K«fi^i  ^hat  woald  be  tat  fe^l  on  bearing  that  his  Pthf^ 

-Piii«e  htid  been  mad^  (he  theme  of  mve^igatioo ;  that  bfs 

ibcmeir^lenee  had  been  cstnvassed — his  charities  deemed-*- 

;and  hilt  iilo<A  tender  fiind  sacred  irnpdis^s  e.VfUosed  and  c|iiei- 

.tioned?    (Htnt!)    The  Chancellor  of  the   EjM^beqtier 

•^94id  Mr.'S;)  fatis  pdid  me  a  most  unexpected  compKA6iil» 

•  "fbrivhidi  I  mimst  not  omit  to  thank  him.     He  baa  ttioogbt 

l^ropct  to  (Juote  tism^  of  tny  verses )  and  reatlV)  ft6m  tbe 

emphasis  with  nrhieh  he  recited^  and  tbe  gesticulation  with 

m\\\G\\  be  accompanied  them,  I  am  ptft  qnite  in  coocett 

with  file  composition,    f  ^  laugh.)    In  the  entbusiasm  oF 

ivia  deliVei<y,  itidecd,  beseemed  totally  to  forget  that  wbiit 

be' chose  to  recite  had  nothing  whatever  to  sny  to  thevnb* 

jec«.    (Hear I)  hear !)  So  that  i,  tbe  aathor,  have  A  right 

to  express  my  doubte  gratitude,  first,  fbr  bis  tbmkmg  ^f 

sue  -at  u\\,  ^nd  next^  for  making  a  grtituitous  donaCfoA^ 

which  it  was  totally  impossible  for  any  human  ingenuity  to 

^PP^y*    (If far!  Jmt!  hear!)    But  tbe  right  honooiable 

l^mleman  was  re«idy  with  an  answer  io  every  objection^- 

it  was  necessary.     Necessity  made  me  usurp  the  prero^n* 

tives  of  tbe  Grown — necessity  made  me  infringe  the  priDti* 

-pi^  of  tbe  Oonstttution^^necessity  made  tne  commit  a  pdt* 

MaimtitQfff  "burglary  upon  the  purse  of  the  Treasory.     8ul 

.  tr^^  it  necessity  which  made  bim  expose  the  (4iamiesof 

>  hrs  Monarch  }    Was  it  necessity  which  compelled  him  to 

Wfthhotd  from  the  Duke  of  York,  oi*  any  of  the  other 

PrrnceS)  tbe  inspection  of  their  Father's  benevolent  ac* 

tfons  ?    Was  it  necessity  which  reduced  bim  to  subject  the 

hiodeM  and  most  retiring  transactioDs  of  tlie  hearty  i»  the 

overhaoHng  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons? 

'Iht  Chaneeilor  rf  the  Exchequer  allowed  fulW  the  &&- 
eacy  of  tbe  subject ;  and  rose  for  tbe  purpose  of  sttfrinr  to 
tbe  HoUtfs  what  had  induced  hi«i  lo  srfopt  a  |pM>Me«Ag 


irbi^h^^ftmd  saliiifcaU  oiitf  of  jilM>ard)9M7:pwf«t^(>i|% 
tiieyWl.768»  'it  appfasaicd.aeDeflasBnr  l»ye§i:iikXk^.  (iuj^ 
400ctfi  to  (>e  applied ^to,piiiyo9eft4o*«^ijMiB8heHuw 

riBo  to; Mcilide  i^jfiOOL^mm^lnnAordet-kf^m^  f^yVMIM 

This ^ilioiiMed  ailo^eiher  4io  a^mmitotismfisjSfilfiP/^ 
9^eii  ttih  appMpMtioiiiof  (tIii&Baai^3i;l^»  P«b,  WASfiriAfi^d 
\wHiiJ€a*oii»ylJ^4te  Parliament  afiiha^itlijjFw.  .  {^^  i^Mii 
a^t>eAredi  rtiac  in  ^  inteafdl  faetweep  (lK8.Afi44^(9tpi^ 
tbbt^riod)  tho^'p^yiDonissof  ihb  Ideji^^y  hod  iQfiiy4^ 
fty'ddnble  iB^OOiM.'  'If,  theo,  the'ap^api1)|iianpAfl6,0^ 
iMd'tie^h  «i6W0d^cfc}feal6asy  in  11^88,  U-oeruitUyMWie^Mi 
ItiraHti  kifet-,  ehatYtNtiai^  daubteiiiW^Um  i«  ^b^  bahH)»i4tf   ' 
the<WceH,  twlniW  *be  iaie«  .bja-cosawpDadio^  j^ftHaj;  m^ 
Ht  did  'hot  altadet  K6  the  rig^t  ^habenmbte  ^uti^mm  i9fHMr 
ike  (Mf;6heridaA')y>1or  4^^ag.sui:e  uoijuftiK  f^niiin^Q|:i^*MM 
tlM^r  into  bi^  miiidy :  (^JiftfaryAetfri^  :/iMfigbingt4lt»>^M  ' 
h^'^id^  between' ^tlie  qoinpamturO'eairii  tof*  aMiipeiMli^g  »4r^ 

{^irfin^iMs,  tfr  aptiM9iimag>tihef£}o«ttiBMteer/lie,(^^ 
ilit^  tte 4no4t  eligibW^alt^iiatiFeL  *  'k>Mhe{S(aifi*mU(^^ 
Ihie 'gehitertlan 'Who- «)Yitf^tdoU  tttensiblgr  j;>o 
that>IlMse  (Mr.lVyi!i80i67)}  of  ;il4r^fiiifii^»o'l^«ft^ 
of'Mfi' AduiD,  tbe>Prince'a'abanc«llon».  Itt^iAlMiJi^hf^M^ 
^ciiVM,  as  it  were^  aii^i>nBsentaii»ei)f  lirt^dfsltm^ff^M^ 
%B9  so  essftitial  on  ^ueh  an  ocoasi9tti>^TJ)ejCoillit4kt^^[Mtf 
^tierer  swerved  from' that  delicaiiyVjfiiMiito/iv^iM^tff^MP 
fhejr,  that  they  even  woitki  not  Jiic]liire,  4urifi^  ill>e  Aruim- 
^igiitioiiy  into  the  names  of  the  obiecfs  of  ihiia  :Mk^E)$ij^)i 

*oaflty:  (Heitr,  heaH)  -  Wa»  i^^;iCin^>|i)ti^(»tripcmf#ti 
.tim 'a  question  had  'been  pot  wh lob  cuubi  ha.'He  jpiMf )iii|  ^ 
¥S^iajj^.  {By  the  proceedings /dfohatComniitijeejjll)^^- 
^fent  of  |he  Ring's  bounty  cooUl  .not  be  known^  :^«^ff^4t 
ikPi^  ioipbssible  to  day 'wblt.doaationaiU))g|)|L.  h#,fe,.b|^ 
^en,in  private,  dr*wh«t  peraonally  by.the^OTei^igi^.  ^e 
TOd  ac,t^d^  lioweveri*^h«e*ad  tbou^kt^rtigbi^  ajid  .#^ 
"therarti^t  pviinful»  bat  at  the  same  nine^hc.o<»t^YeF|cii^4S|f 
%!iijm|^nrent.  'In'hlal^iter  ip  ilie  Prioce  n**  W^jqa,  jippp 
^eob^idirrtrttem^  *e  attotred  that,  he  had  m^de  ttfte  :0^('it^g^  i^ 
'tifiitti  iin  estpressioa;  but  tie  bad  done  qo  uoder  the  ;>d4|a 
'ttiat  a  great  difference  ^would  .at  onoe  appdar  beiwmn  ^^ 
'K{|)^/jpersoaaI  property,  iind  what  mighijo  iWl«.ifllil#<i|)e 


tfA^  THE  TAnt/lAttlllTAIir.lSOlSTGR.        •      EcOM^ 

tti'med  bl«  poakist'  money.  He  bwi  Mi  it  ifictiJi»beiH-€!it 
trim  to  make  the  coilbBsaiiicatioO'iDrth^  in$tanee,  becatiie. 
fie  hed  heard,  on  ai*fi>niief  obeavon,  tiiai  bit  Koral  HiglK 
«es8  bad  taken ofience «t  the  disppskioii  of  (be.  K^ai  prat 

g^fff.*  Wit4i  reapecr  tothe  obieetbii  irbieb  ao-boopur^di^^ 
Monet  (^ir  Tht)aiat(Tartou).had  macjle-.aa  toilieflt^o^ce 
iMHreen  th^titie«mid  the  pieaiBbietof  the  BiU,  i%.fall  /iQib^ 
^rdiHid  at  once  tipbir  coosiderlng  the  attars  oMhe  BiU» 
which  was  in  re<alU)r  fraaved  m^order  to  atoifUbeCi^ovro^--^ 

Ibth^  second  ohjeetion  he  bad  no  difiQiiUy  io  apceding^ 
ad  was  content,  m  a  fnture  stage  of  tbe  Bill»  to  opiSt  .the 
^rd'*' portion,'*  and  then,  lei  tbe  cemainderoFihe  elapse 
txMpfitie  with  the  exceptions.    Ad  •hobQttcabi.e  gomUviH^i^ 
tbehind  him  (Mr«  6.  Johnstone)  had  beguii  as>f  bq  w^Mk 
te^inprint  upon  the  H^euse  that  tln^rc  Wer^  tw^nt^^y/^iod^^ 
^t^t%  tn  the  House  of  Lotdr  aubjeded  it<»  theooB|«Qi)|.of  j^f^ 
Mnj^ty;  but  he  had  thought  prafkcr  .^i^erward^'1o|QedMGf 
hisMeUlatioaidoarnibaeveateeo*  i  He  did  not  ^eiiy  «tJ^ 
ietehteen  wefe  too  man  v.  to  he  adapted  to.^cii  a  piir|^08e« 
If  It  ma^  so;  inititfealiy  was.notlhe.caaei  for.tb^se^^ 
e^ffwereiodepeadeiitoi^tbefQuei^ny.Ai  tbo^*  were  n<H:f9t 
Ittevabte^nlherpietBiarew  As  lotbejqiue^^tion  put  to  hioibij 
M''honoa¥aMe  niiambeciippoait^  <Airw  Oi\ps)^  he  h«|d  to^^n-  ' 
4ll^r,ttlat'he' Mra4  i;eadj  to  aidioitiwithiiv  the  except  lops  tl^e 
^epanioentsof  the  ¥eOttianry.and  the  Pensioners,  aod|  id 
4h6fl,  liM  the  rest,  except  that  of  tbe  Chamberlain,    That 
^pbftrhent  was  notigiveD  to  the  Vice-Cham btrrlai a, as  there 
"il^iis^a  clause  in  thetiill  which  prevented  any  officer  in  the 
41ooaehold  from  appointing  any  subordipate  officer^  save 
fdnftnghis  Majesty's  pleasure,    rfow  that  he  had  done  this 
^je^tion  ^away,  he  hoped  tiie  iionourable  gentleman. would 
'jay  aside  tbe  notion,  that  he  had  acted  on  the  principle. of 
^ParHhttictetary  tactics^  which  should  aec\ire  him  uifluence 
'when  -be  nlight  not  happen  to  be  in  office.    (Here  Mr* 
^-WhUM!adlauehedU)    liedbsecved^  .ih^t  there  was  an  ho« 
Hnoni^able  gent^man  opposite  who  piut  liule  ifiiul^in  hisa^ 
'terfions;  bbt  on  'ehrery  importaut  ocuasjon  he  h;>c)  bc^iiso 
'Tittle  tn  the  4)  abit  of  receiving  that^entleuiqn'saaj^escence 
'to  his  doctrines,  that  his  scepticism  did  not  surprise  him 
'now;    Wiih  respect  to  the  vacancy  ip  the  Household  of 
*the  office  of  Chamberlain,  be  had  only  to  saj.  that  the 
Wilson*  of-  its  not  being  filled  up  was*  that  it  was  not  coa- 
sidered  respectful  to  his  Majesty  to  introduce  any  new  officer 


f 


.intiQ.^'s  Ij[f]ms^I^I<]^ iykb<4it  ^bis  own  spegUVoppointilieDt* 
,^.^Mr.  WMevfyrce  aaic},'  that  on  a  former  j^ccusioii  he  had 

«8(U4itiofi|l  (i;rQ4iii4i  <  lieJa^d.-eKpressed  hk  wiiU,  that  evetf 
.tUiog  4i(>ui4,  betgr^m^d  fioibe  Regent  which  wa^  aecef^ 
Wjf  for  biU;$||iiHini;  but  iUat  every  toing  sbould  be  reserved 
.jfcijr  the  Queen  ^f^ich  mt^s  neoesahry  fot,  a  due  regard. to  hit 
Majps^y*i3(  Ce^^ilf^i  'ile.  wti»9ure,  that  the  lUcWt  doubtful 
I poi^jt  wjhi^h  bis  right  honpurable fr ie^idy no^'no  more  (Mn 
J^itt)/ fcMiia4  iO'tb^  coosideration  of  the  subject  in  17839 
,WH$  to  ijecoTH^ik  »vbot.wa$  due  to  the  feelino^sjof  ihejSave* 
reigp  wi^i  the  i^ei^of  not.creating  a  new  inBoenoe,  ^hich 
tulgbt:|:>QutW^tl  tigainst  tbie' PerAOtia^e  nt  the  head  of  the 
Executive  Power.     He  frankly  confessed,  that  he  WGruld 
.|)9VfK|\visbed.lbal^tK>tn«ithtii)i^  tnbre  could  haVe  been  ^giTeo  to 
i^h^^^li^;  bjyuhedjtl.not  (fafink  the  difference  betweeb 
^hi^(  he- would  haye*wisked,  nod  the  phin  bmn^hl  forvvant 
by  his  right  iiopoufabletfriead)0\£r.Perceval>»wiis  90' greicft 
as  to  if)H.ki&Jt  ncio^sary  for  him  Co  oppose  the  Btfl.     As  to 
those  persons  who  werentnr  irreinrovabie;'.in4.teadof  oon^ 
ceivin|irti)at  sn  iofiueuce  given  .to  ilie  present "'Miauters,  he 
thought  it  would  rather '-be»rt  ha  other  way,  naexpectncioii  . 
was  generally  a  stronger  feeling  than  gratitude.     It  might 
-  naturally  be  supposed, -ihat- the  fear  of  being  displaced 
would  be  a  motive  fully  as  powerful  a,s  gratitude  for  the  ap- 
pointment, if  the  person^  enjoying  those  offices  could  be 
influenced  in  their  public  conduct  by  priyate  considerations. 
He  certainly  did,  originally,  hope  that  more  would  have 
been  given  to  the  Regent;  'aad4ie  laughed  as  heartily  as 
other  gentlemen,  at  the  facetious  obsecvatiopsi^^de.  about  * 
ti\e  buck-hounds.    This'  was  very  goQ^y^^U  but  w^ieo  tb^ 
tiling  was  e.vamined  seriously/  it  would  not  a^p^r  delicatf 
to  be  very  anxiou.<  in  finding  out  whatever  could  be  paired 
from  the  establishment  of  th<ii  Household  which  wa^  to  he 
put  under  the  controul  of  her  .Majesty. ,  As  to  the  Privy 
'rdrs^,  cjire  had  already  been  taken  tiiat  i.t,  should  not  be 
applied  in  payments  to  Members  of  Parliameot..   His  right 
hdnourable  friend,  how.po  mole  (Mr.  Pat),  had  donebioH 
^  self  rmulortal  honpMr  by  his.Qi^nduct  on  the  question  o£ 
'  1788 ;  perhfipq  no'circuQistarice  in  bis -political  hfe  did  him 
Y  more  honour.    It  was  therefore  natural  lo  suppose  his  right 
Niionourable  friend  (Mr.  Perceval)  would  fallow  such  a  pea- 
^Wdetit.     [n  his  manner  of  following  it  he  had  she\^n  so 
Vol.  L— 1811.  4K 
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itiiMA^KbUfty  ih  ocMi^iviti^,  and  ^latent  ki  executing,  fhitfte 
had  shewn  himself  worthy  the  high  place  Wirteh  he  PRed, 
4nd  theottfiction  and  esteem  he  enjoyed,  ite  md  .adopts 
the  principle  of  the  precedent,  btit  he  bad  maOejiidtc^ptli 
tltei^tioni  as  applioaUe  to  tli(^  present  ttmes.  The  gtM, 
•Iteration  was  in  Hmiting  Ihe  period  of  the  mtrfelions  to  dne 
Mr.  .  Moit  of  the  arguments  agahMtlbe  Mil  of^  his  i^t 
toDourable  friend  (Mr.  Peroe?al),  seamed  tt>feB^ti|iofi1^ 
idea,  (which,  however,  was  not  afowiri)  ttiaA  the  Prtoce  had 
a  claim  of  rigM  tk>  the  lU^noy.  fn  4his  fdlea  he  cotiKl 
^y  DO  means  join  $  and  tit  was  'Ms  firm  opinion,  that  Ih 
4my  ftiture  emergency  of  a  similar  natare,  tne  two  Honaes 
of  nirliamenjt.v  shonM  <pro?ide  for  sttpplviog  the  RoyHl 
▲othorlty  acoocding  to  the  priaetple  hod  fi^ni^n  the  pf^ 
toedeni  of  I98& 

Tit  .Clumcelbir  of  4kc  Ewchequef  VnMiriit  np  a)i  hi^ 
dilioDal  clause,  for « pmwyitiag  the grsatnmce^,  w^  were 
thcmselTfiB  irrenKMwble,  from .appointfai^  to  any  ofSo^ 
ifor  any  otheTfperkid  than  dttriw  bis 'Majesty^s  t^te^ 
.  1!bis  clause  wns4igfleed  to;. flini  some  veihal  amendmenta 
made  by  other  membeis.were  negatrred* 

'The.BHl  waa  then  read  a  third  time,  passadj^aial  ordeivd 
Ii»  .the  LonH/kfi-Adjonmed  to  Monday. 
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FSIQAT,    JAMV,A  BT  IS. 

Ifle  Eart  ^  'ttoerpodl  rose,  an4  ^inov^  tbe  or^er  .pf 
^  day  for  theh*  libhjsfaips  goi^ig  into  fhe  Committee  on  f^ 
A^cv  Btn.  Th(^  motidh  beio^  put  (xQm  the  Wodfli^ 
'Was  agreed  to,  ^eifi,  diss* 

I^Widshgham  haVing  tsjc^n  the  Chnir,  (be  C]qri^  lyi 
,tl^^  motton  of  the  Ea^I  of  Livc^rpooL  pr9coedod  to  read  jom 
IhelliH,  datuie  by  clause.  ^ 

igome  conteisaoon  took  place  o'n  a^cls^ii^e  .i^spectiiig  iSffi 
terms  in  Irhiqh  the  extenft  of  tbe  exercise  9|,$e  Be^^a 
|k>iprer  ww  e;xpte$sed,  i^  "  acooi^bg  to  (beWs^oslr^- 
ttifotiooof  theUnitlsd  Kiedom  of'Gmt  Britaia  an^Iidi 
%nd  the  dtaiiaioiis  (^  his^estj^*^  to  t^hich  |4ord  pn 


iji  whicH  Iiordi  fildon,  Auckland)  an(l  BLedeidaltt:  took 
party  and  tiie  clause  was  passed  ;  a  iiart  df  the  afoenumenta* 
suggested  heingp  ^<  we  understooa^  deferred  to  a  future' 
8t{^  of  the  6ilT.  ^  ,  . 

The  Cfeik  waut  911  reading'  clausesi  wlxich  were  aj^reea 
tb)  tiH  he  dame  to  that  clattse^  enactine  the  martyr  in  wliich^^ 
tl^  signature  of  the  Rc^ept  was  to  Bea^xed  tp  th^e  put)^* 
lie  ihatrumeutA.f  The  luitUk  G«P.'R.  w^re  enactml  by  thiv 
clause. 

Lord  Orenville  said^  he  had  aa  amefidmeat  to  mov^  to* 
this  clause,  because  the  fo^m  prescribed  was  of  ^eiier^l  ap* 
|l{cattOH|  whenias  it  was  the  established  custom  for  .Ui6' 
King  to  sign  in  ceitain  cases  aimplj  P-tt- #  but  in  otUei; 
and  nor^  important  ones  \o  sign  his  Christian- pame  atTyil^ 
length,  George  K.  His  Lordship  therefore  proposed  as  agi' 
ainqnd;nenL  th^t  4he  Regents  signature  should  be  given 
'^^u^orge  F.  U.*'  ia  all  cases  except  thoise  in  which  the 
Kulg's signature Wfuigiyenonljui the  initials G.  K.  [fotbl^ 
i^endment  tlie  llora  Chanoellor  stated  that  he  did  jioC, 
mieau  t»  m^ke  an^  objeetion:  hia  Lordsiiip  meiitibrie^* 
several  o^ses  in  which  the  Rdyal  Signature  wa^  dilfdreii^^ljr 
written.]. 

Zmd  Elknborough  si^gested  the  propriety  of  leaving  thtf 
Qiode  of  signature  at  the  election  or  the  Regent,  and  mon* 
tlooed  the  aukwatdness  that  might  occur  by  au  uniotentionat 
deviation  from  the  mode  prcscribcc^  in  cousequeuce  of  a^ 
poutive  en&ctdtient. 

Jfie  Bart  of  Liverpool  coincided  in  the  observations 
ftat  .had  fallen  from  the  Lord  Cliancellory  observlngi  that 
as  thev  were  making  i^tslative  enactments  on  the  -subjeotj^ 
^lou^  the^  was  no  reasob.  for  serious  apprehensions  on 
W  subject,  yet  it  was  expedient  to  make  every  proper 
Tqgrolfitim. 

jTAe  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  that  he  entert^tned'nd  ap« 
preheqaiopis  on  tbiff  point    But  with  mpect  to  the  ac« 

Sifstom^ed.mi^of  signature  Msed  by  his  liltje^ty,  he  should 
ij,  i/asked,  what  wouki  be  his  own  conduct,  if  be  ritoiVed 
tjie-sii^aatuKe  from;  the  King,  ofG.R*  tbauyinstrunieKit 
0  irhich  it*  was  his  M^e&tv*S'CUstom  to  sign  George  Stii 
tcT  that  he  should  say,  |[tmt  he  should  fisel  it  to  be  hiii  duty,, 
on  the  first  occasioiA  jon  which  he  had  the  honour  of  acooi 
ip  thetClog,  to  reprf9ent,to  his  Majesty^  in  the.  mostfespect* 
fill^mAnqer,  that  his  Rpyal  Signature  had  b^  given  ta 
ailch"^  instrument  or  warrant  in  a  iliode  *difierent  m>ni  his 
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mnat  Royal  cii&tom.  To  this  rcspeetfal'menfion  of  the  cir- 
eomMance  lie  should  add  bis  bumble  adyice  to  bis  Sovf^reta^t 
ID  favonf  of  ah  adherence  to  the  Rojal  practice.  If  a^krd 
vkat  be  tfbould  do,  &bould  the  Sovereign  decline  putting: 
Ibe  ai|rna(ure  in  the  \rny  be  hnnibly  advi^ecl^  he  mu^ 
leceive  hb  Bfajestj*s  signaturp ;  bat  whit  he  »hoti1d  do  on 
•dob  an  occasion,  be  must  decline  to -say  a  vord  upon* 
He  bad,  mdecd,  no  expciiertce  to  guide  kirn  on  such  a 
stibjed.  * 

Afler  some  further  conversation,  Lord  GrcnTiIlc^s  Amend- 
oent  was  agn'eit  to. 

Several  oi  her  chrnscs  were  read,  and  passed  nem.  ri&f  .•  tiU 
the  Clerk  rttula  dnusc,  in  wbidi  there  was  a  Tcferen<^  to  the 
time  to  which  the  iLmitations  arid  restrictions  on  the  Regent 
were  to  be  confinrd. 

Lord  Gfenxilte  then   rose  acratn,  nrd  recalled  to  their 
lordfrhips  riTollection,  the-opinions  be' had  expressed  lipon 
a  former  occa^^ion  re^^ pectin/;  the  duration  ot  (he  liroifations, 
as  then  stated  by  Minthters  to  be  thi-ir  intention  to  propose  in 
the  Committee  on  the  Regency  Bill,  when  ^ucb  Rill  should 
come  before  tiietr  lordships.    Ibat  period  of  duration  had 
been  proposed  in  the  other  House,  and  had  come  up  to  tbeilr 
lordships  hi  the  Bill  thi*n  before  them  in  the  Committee. 
lie  then  adverted  to  the  case  of  the  Bill  of  178*^-9,  in  which 
th^  period  of  the  liraitationsand  restrictions  was  undefined. 
That  wxts,  in  his  Ixirdship^s  judgment,  qnitc  proper  at  that' 
timcy  becanbc  then  tlie^*  were  without  any'snfficient  know* 
ledge  6f  the  nature  of  his  Majesty's  nhfortuuatc  roalaiiy,  ^nd 
could  form  no  general  idea  as  to  the  probable  period  of  his 
Mnjf'^ly's  lecoverj'.      Unhappy  experience  had,  however, 
since  that  period,  put  thern  in  pbssession  of  mur1i  more  Iisrht 
on  thnt  subject.     The  evidence  which  he  had  heard  from 
the  physicians, and  which  i^vas  in  print,  jobied  to  that  cxpe* 
rirnce,i5ointcd.out  the  probable  period  of  rccorery,  at  a  time, 
to  which  the  proposed  duration  ot  X\\e  limitations  did  not»  in 
bis  judgment,  reier.  IMie  lon/2:est  timeduring  which  his  Majesty 
hacl  been  stoiilarly  afflicted  4id  not  i^xtend'&jrond  five  moiith8| 
and  hts  Majesty's  8ubsr<)ueni  afflictions  of  that  nature  fiaa 
k^ed  for  ^liorter  perit^dp.     It  therefore  appeared  to  him  that 
a  shorter  duration  of  the  limitations  and  restrictiohs  was 
desirable^  and  was  founded  on  that  view  of  this  unfortunate 
case,  which  was  groumled  upon  crxperienc*,  aswtiliason 
^yery  other  vie^  qf  the  ouestiou.-    He  ^faouldi  howeVcr,  psky^ 


**tk  * 
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I  '  that  if  was  not  Ills. intehttoiij  in  4li^  amendiileiit  he  maint'to 

I  propose^  1a  reckon  the  duration  of  the  lifnitatiboB  from  an 

k  earlier  pcTiod  oFhis  Majesty's  present  indispositioo^  wl^ich  ^ 

wafs  his  first  infen(?on ;  but  lo  move  that' the  Trord  "  Febru*. 
nry^  be  struck  out,  and  the  word  *•  August'^  inserted  in  its 
place.  It  was  not  hfs  ihtenti(Mi,  at  that  moment^  to  enter 
mf  o  a  disciissHMi  at  any  length  upon  this  point,  or  to  divide 
the  Ho«5^?  upon  it,  as  there  Were  future  stages  of  the  Bill,'* 
•  upon  which  he  should  certainly  move  H,  ana  take  the  sense 
<n  the  House  upon  it.  He  should  content  himself  with 
moving,  that  tlie  period  of  the  limitations'  and  restrictions 
should  be  fixed  for  six  months  instead  of  twelvemonths,  to  be 
counted  from  the  prqbable  period  of  the  passing  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  '.      . 

The  Tuyrd  Chancellor  s^id  that  be  never  felt  himself  mote 
relieved  from  the  pressure  of  a  burden  upon  his  mind,  than' 
when  he  heard  from  a  noble  Lord,  who  was  so  high  an 
authority  in  thnt  House,  that  he  had  given  up  what  he  had' 
stated  to  be  his  original  intention  of  moving  his  amendment 
on  the  limitations,  for  six  months  duration, .counting  from 
the  eariy  period  of  the  first  of  Novembei;. 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  he  should  certainly. on  a  future 
stage  of  the  Bill,  when  his  noble  friend  (Lor^  Grenville) 
caale  to  move  his'amendment,  give  it  his  support.  At  the 
same  tirAe,  he' should  reserve  to  himself  the  right,  pfop-^ 
posing,  in  toto^ihe  principle  of  restrictions  on  the  liegent's 
exeitise  of  the  ftoyal  prerogative — a  pri^fiple  which  ha 
ever  had,  and  'stilt  did  think  contrary  to  the  nature  aiid 
analogil*s  ^of  our  Constitution — contrary  to  the  dignity  and 
best  interests  of  the  Throne — and  contrary  to  the  interests  of 
the  people,  for  whose  benefit  these  prerogatives,  were  vested 
in  the  Executive  power,  which  was  a  trust  for  the  public^ 
and  could  noty  without  public|detriment,  be  infringed  upon 
or  impaired.  Those  being  his  decided  opinions,  he  should 
not  reiusb,  if  restrictions  there  were  to  be,  his  support  to  any 
practicable  measure  by  which  the  period  of  their  duration 
could  be  shortened. 

Lord  Vhceunt  HidfmoUth  expressed  his  astonbhment  at  bi^ 
nobfe  friend's  wishing  to  shorten  the  period  of  the  limitations*' 
Hen^s  convinced,  from  theexamination  of  the  physicians, 
that  the  conclusion  to.  be  drawn  was  very  difierent  from 
that  which'  was  deduced  by  his  noble  friend.  Whenever 
the  question  ciiroe  under  the  discussion  of  theUouse,  he 
thought  he  shduM  be  able,  hot  meaning  to  be  presumptuous^ 
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lp.ooBTiii€e  tlwir  lonkhiiii  .of  the  kuptojgfMf  ^Ndiicti^ 

montlis. 

The  Lofd  ChamceOmr  Mimemed^  thai  ia  ivkat  be  aaid  . 
t&M  subjrd  lo  the  Uom^  he  wm  tpeehiog  meicly  iodi^^* 
iiiuUy :  bui  he  nuett  Mfiottily  pot  H  io-ewetj  noble  lesvl^^ 
ibel  the  <)iMstioii  »  to  the  pmod  of  the  littit»tiiiB»  w«& 
a  point  io  this  Jiicwino  of  the  mo^t  nuilerial  cooudca^ 

%tjOD« 

The  dame  pwnl. 

Seveial  other  daoaea  mgt  then  icadbj  theClerk^.  aad- 
aprfed  to^  turn  diu^ 

.  Theciauiie  with  rtg^td  to  theBoyal  HomehoktinttMiKlr 
ifad,  at  the  blanks  had  been  filial  up'  bjr  the  Uova  of 
Commons. 

y  i^  Marquif  oflMmdomK  said,  be  eoteitained  ^f^  littie^ 
doubt  tlmt  this  cfausr.  as  it  nowstoodi  ^ovld  not  iroeive  tJhe 
ooncurreDoe  of  tbetf  Laffdships»  but  must  be  rejected^  botJi^ 
fiom  a  n^rd  to  the  ooosisteficj  of  their  piooeedingSi  and 
the  honour  of  their  House.  None  of  their  Lordships  <»uklr 
£ave  contemplated  that  the  Resolutien  Ibej  had  ooumi  to  oil 
this  subjrci  on  a  former  nifbt^  could  havebeni  thus  earned 
into  effect }  Ux  while  the  outwaid  ibrm  of  that  EeMilotios 
^as  retained,  under  the  cloak  of  it  tlie  Yesjr  reverse  was^ 
attempffd  to  be  introduced.  Of  this  cUusr^  it  nvigbt  bo 
ifj)ly  saiily  that  *Mhe  hand  was  the  band  of  Esau^  but  tbe 
iroii^  was  the  voice  of  Jacob  ;*'  one  obj^  was  preteadfld^. 
but  anothex  was  endeavoured  to  b6  acoompUshecL  What 
was  the  mode  of  carrying  the  original  fiesolution  intoeftcl } 
fVh^,  it  was  by  attaching  onlj.  a  small  and  insigaifioaal 

S)rtign  of  the  Household  lo  the  person  of  the  Aegent,  whiln 
e  whole  mass  of  offices  that  were  connected  with  the 
dignity  and  splendour  of  the  Govemment  was  detached  an4> 
separated  from  the  Ikecutive  Silagistmte^  Dboogh  de« 
feated  on  the  principle^  yet  Ministers  had  sought  r<?iige  ia 
the  obsciiritv  of  detail^  and  thought  to  accomplish  all  tbeie 
objects  in  tne  enumeration  of  partitulara.    JHe  wouid  call 

glion  their  Lordshipe  to  look  at  the  office  of  Master  of  the 
orse«  .Could  it  b^  any  possibility  become. useful  to  Ih» 
Majei»ty,.or  add  tp  his  comfort  in  liis  melanclioly  situaticm^l 
X«t  (Uem  l6ok  also  at  the  high  office  of  Lord  Cbamberlaioi 
aikl  scd^liether  a  similar  observation  waii  not.appticsdjie  tp 
ft*  But  it  was  said,  that  the  subordinate  offices  uuqcc  the 
£ior(l  ClumLerlaia  were  necessary  to  the  coppiiE^rt.of  HW 
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<|flkd  -of  Lord  OMtttd^foin  Dotild^be  dtspentod urtth  for  « 

lA^  tWdlneiMnlli.     Kothing  could  be  more  nncOtlstttjU- 

kftoml  thdn  sndi  liodtrbte.    l^b^  great  offices^  of  stdfi^,  what- 

mvef  mi^ht'te  IbnirYMri^fnal  defttinaftibtiy\¥«)[«  Qot  now  ^^Ay 

(tMsoiMl  uiltit V  4o<lli0'Kbff^r  ftnd  thefir  gfoat  ofaj^  was^lo 

CK&)  a  beeommg  ftpt^ndiiar  to  the  Tlitvme,  sat^h  asmiglit 

'iiMltet«9pedtvatid  iras  befittitig  the  governments  a'g^ 

-nation,    un  thU  elear  priacipTe,  thefr  ^oiigbt  never  to  he 

•AetvidhtA  from  the  Exectttflve  Magistrate*    A$  the  elai^ 

was  'now  worded,  iheir  Loidtihips  would  find,  that  eveii  la 

'the  evcrnt  of  a  new*  feign  taking  place -withia  the  time^o 

irhicb  the  duration  of  the  Bill  was  Hniited,  there  #as  no 

poMibility  of  fiUitig  U^ai^  of  thes6  ofiees  as  they  became 

/faoant.  •.•.....  '.-, 

He  had  fundamental  objeolions 'to  the  dausea^  it  ndw 
ibd.  'But  still  he^as  ready  to  allow,  that  he  bad  a  strong 
mimt  of  the  difficalties,  tiie  doe  arnfngeineiit  and  appro|)rtk- 
4Ion  of  Ibe  diflbient  offices  of  the 'Household.  'No  m^n  w^a 
aaote  ft>rwani  .to  admit  that  Majesty,  ^ei^i  in  HsecHpscy 
jllooid  )be  MMesty,  'Sttll  ^  and  that  the  saaeiudfry  of  «etii^- 
mtiity  Where  the  iCing  teougbt  a  temporary  If^fnge,- should 
im -sorno^ndtd  by  Ministers^  not  on1ydi$1ing^i(irti^ed*by dhe 
aitMtiona  which  they  held,  4mt  by  4he  dignity  am  M- 
ifortatice  of  1  heir  personal  charaeten  {HenrH  h^ariy  ^fit 
4kelx  LordsMps  were  by  no  m^na  to  fipuJfy  "this  prhici- 
pfeftoMich -officersas (he  Lord*CbanAierlafn  Had ^be  Master 
«if4he  Horse^  ^ho  wete  not  in  the'^iabitjof  ftpprottdring-bia 
if  a^y  in  <the  ^lomestic  circle,  4)ot  niiese  services  were  le- 
mtwA  foif  purposes  of  elate..-  Such  (Officer?  astbi^e  enjoyed 
Mie  kpst  of  personal  faiteroonrse  with  his  ^M«ijeaty,  at  lei^t  {n 
4lieir  oAcial  oapacity ;  -and  yet,  by  estrange  oontradlctiop,! 
it  was  proposea 4o  rtronsfer  those  offlocrsv^ho  had, the- mqsi 
jaf  itjlp  Ihe  Prince  of  Walcs^  whale  ^those  were  to  be  with- 
bdd  mfaich  weve  the  dacoratbnof  the  Gxeoulivv  (roveffi* 
flaent* 

.Difiioiiities  certainly  eacisttd;  but  the  Honse  had  f|i» 
mdiuiteied  and  iMsteied  mat  ^MBcultie^  of 'fate.  They  4tad 
'ttsamed'the  momt^it  tine  Goiititution ;  and  yet  tliey  w^e 
*mmf  to  he^taH'tfaUt  (h^  jsoaldnot-meetand  overcome  ibia 
^iiicntty  of  wmpgeroeat  and  detail.  The  mode  wbieh  lie 
'iribosM  prapdse,  would  \m  to  leave  it  to  tie  enacted  by  a 
mhf^m»nt  niU,  ki  what  panticivlar  mode  the  Royal  Hoosi^ 
,  Jldd.  miklibe  diiiUed ;  and  fkal  in  the  tnetm  time,  iiettlM 
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•  the  Queen  nor  the  Regeni  should  have  the  power  of  making 
any  alteration  in  the  ttate  of  the  Household.    PirUaraeDt 

.  would  thus  be  afibrded  an  opportunity  of  niore.  rnafuie 
deUboraiiot^  of  considering^  what  ofSces  Khoold  bQ  detaclK?d 
from  bb  Majesty,  and  which  should  remain  ;  wl|ut  portion 

.  of  them  was  neonsary  to  the  personal  comfort  of  the  King, 
nnc)  what  to  the  splendour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown.  The 
noble  lord  concluded  with  moving  an  AmendmenU  ^hich 

.was,  .that  certain  wotds  should  be  (miittnl,  aminfliefs 
inserted  in  their  room ;  the  purport  of  wUtcli  wfw  ^^  ihM 
the  sole  direction  of  the  Household  ihooid  be  committed 
to  the  Queen's  most  excellent  M»ji*sty — thiit  in  rhe  mean 
lime  no  removal  should  take  place  nor  rvtfcai>ey  be  filled  up 
— and  that  Parliament  will  in  a  future  BUl.proceod  t<>  eaact 
what  portion  of  the  Household  shi)uld  be  appropriated  %o 
the  dignity  and  cotnfort  of  his  Majesty's  person. "* 

Tie  Earl  of  Uvavool  rose  in  reply.    He  dechredt  that 
it  was  his  wish»  and  that  of  those  with  whom  he  acted, 
that  the  Bill  should  be  introduced  with  only  a  few  s| 
limitations;  but  that  with  regard  to  the  point. which 
apected  ihe  Royal  Household^  it  wa«. better  to  leqve   the 
matter  open  to  the  discussion  and  fin^l  settlement  of  Parlia« 
menl.    On  this  ground  the  blanks  wei-e  loft  in  the  cLBUfle^ 
and  no  fewer  than  five  or  sit  different  modes  of  filling  them 
up  had  been  started ;  in  consequence  of  which  \\e  two 
Houses  were  unavoidably  involved  in  considerable  ditficulty . 
But  the  noble  Marquis  had  called  upon  their  Lordships  to 
declare  nothing  precise  on  the  subject  of  the  Houseliold, 
to  leave  the  door  open  for  anothor.Biliy  and  adjourn  the 
consideration  of  a  question  which  so  materially  affected 
the  Regency  about  to  be  established,  to  a  future  period, 
lie  trusted,  however,  that  this  determination  would  not 
be  adopted.     He  could  have  wisihed,  indeed,  that  as  the 
Bill  was  to  expire  in  a  twelvemonth,  tlie^  principle   of 

.1789  had  been  followed  as  to  the- HouwbokU  and- that 
it  had  been  left  entirely  io  her  Mi^i'sty  during  th^  ooa- 

.  tin  nance  of  the  Act,  Which  was  orily  lor  a  limited  time. 

.  But  io  this  plan  two  objections  had  beeu-aUrtcxi ;  fint»  that 
it ^ went  to  strip  the  Regent  of  his  dignity  and. of  his  iih 
niieoce ;  and  2dly,  that  it  vested  that  influence  in  amae 
other  quarter  where  it  might  be  turned  against  his  admiais- 
t  ration.  These  considerations  appeared  io  have  fnflooioed 
the  other  House  of  Parliament ;  and  here  be  must  any,  that 
the  present  was  a  question  to  be  tried  and  docidtd  oil  pdUia 
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principles  aton^  and  not  with  a  Tiew  U>  the  persooagei 
themselves  who  were  more  immediately  involvea  in  it.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Legislatare  to  look  at  them,  as  attended 
with  the  orainanr  infirmities  of  human  nature,  and  to  fotn 
theprovisions  of  the  Bill  accordingly. 

The  noble  Blarqub  had  asserted,  that  the  oflBces.  which 
were  placed  by  the  plause  under  the  direction  of  her  Ma* 
laty,  were  unnecessary  to  the  dignity, and  the  comfort  of 
his  Majesty*  He  (lord  L.),  and  those  who  thought  with 
him»  said  that  they  were  necessary ;  and  that  they  were  so 
mixed  up  with  all  the  details  of  the  household  economy  <^ 
his  Majesty,  that  they  could  not  be. separated  with  pro* 
priety  from  his  person.  They  formed  part  of  one  great 
system,  wisely  established  for  the  dignity  and  splendour  of 
the  Throne^  and  could  not  be  separated  without  undertake 
ing  that  which  it  was  neither  proper  nor  decorous  to  adopt. 
The  great  difference  between  the  present  measure  and  that 
of  1789,  was,  that  the  restrictions  were  now  to  be  limited 
in  point  of  duration,  whereas  formerly  no  limit  was  speci* 
fied  ;  and  yet  it  was  even  then  understood,  tb^t  the  whole 
Bill  was  to  expire  when  there  was  reason  to  fear  a  disap* 
pointment  in  the  hopes  of  his  Majesty's  recovery.  At  pre- 
sent there  was-eVery  reason  to  belieTe  that  the  King's  indis- 
position would  be  but  temporary :  accordingly  Jwliament 
proceeded  upon  that  principle,  and  all  the  stipulations, 
contained  in  the  Bill  were  only  with  a  view  to  meet  a  tem- 
porary difficulty t  Let  these  considerations  be  applied  to 
the  HousehqU.  Surely  the  last  thing  that  their  Lordshigg. 
WQuld  wish  to  touch  or  to  alter  was  the  Household  of  his 
Majesty,  while  flattering  hopes  were  entertained  of  speedy 
convalescence.  He  would  appeal  to  their  Lordships*  feelf 
ings,  to  those  which  must  naturally  arise  in  their  own  minds 
in  reganl  to  their  own  domestic  economy,  whether  sucli 
alterations  would  not  carry  with  them  a  degree  of  objection 
and  indelicacy  that  was.  applicable  to.  no  other  part  of 
the  Bill.  But  it  might  be  said,  was  no^  the  communication 
to  his  Majesty  of  disaster  and  defeat  attending  our  arms-^ 
of  the  loss  of  ships  or  islands — much  more  likely  to  affect 
the  Royal  mind  than  changes  and  alterations  in  his  domestic 
establishment?  Were  any  of  their  Lordships,  however^ 
so  ignorant  of  the  human  mind,  as  not  to  know  that  circum- 
stances of  the  latter  nature  to  which  he  had  alluded,  made 
often  a  more  powerful  impression  than  others  move  remote^ 
even  though  of  great  importance  in  themselves  i    Lrt  any 
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(Me  *iit>pc»e  litniself  to  Bate  remained  tin  m  ihne  in  a  dnsaifti 
ahd  tUaC  Ob  alMkih^  he  fbtiM  kll  tbose  {ibrtobs  itmoTcd  tb 
^IkMfaMe  bad  felt  attafchttiefit ;  sttch  a  titctinlstaiice  nrast 
iifitiiriHy  'prodme  a  ipbrt  dtai^rceaUe  impresrim.  *tbt 
T/sry  separation  of  lli^  Kiti^  fh>ni  the  ceberal  inteh:oarBe  of 
m  ^rid  tfcndHtd  him  thdfteliabteiobe  aiKcted  m  the  imj 
|re  bad  dincKbed  tbta  a  private  indiridual :  and  all  be 
Ootd  L.>biid  t6  adc,  iraft^  to  M  things  rcmabi  as  tfiej  wei^ 
ibr  thb  short  f^iod  of  ft  yeairj  at  the  end  of  irbicb  tbe 
Bill  expitod,  nhd  no  HeUr  anangethent  cotiU  be  made 
^tbout  \ht  ekpreft  cbiiflent  of  the  Regent  hMsftlf.  He 
Woiild  ead  njpbii  tbeir  Loiddiips  hdt  to  Alter  theConstitnttoti 
bf  the  Bduaehold,  tilt  tbnr  knew  that  there  exialed  a  tiece>- 
Mty  fit  it.  Looking  to  this  A^  an  arrangedient  to  laM  only 
for  yMie  yteir,  he  should  icerMihIy  support  the  clause. 

Earl  Crey  h»e  to  support  tbe  Amendment  of  bis  Bobl6 
'  iHcbd.  -  Re  would  cilH  upon  their  Lb^hips  to  look  at  Vbt 
principles  laid  down  in  their  6tm  Itcsoluttons ;  and,  ba 
toiB^paring  them  With  the  pitsent  clau^,  ihty  Would  find 
that  It  containkl  a  complete  dereHctidn  Af  those  principles^ 
TtaiA  nbtbi'njBr  fess  (batt  a  breach  of  faith  Wtth  their  Lcmkhitt' 
House  of  F^litoietit.  The  aniduAl  of  ihe.  whole  was,  that 
then!ohIe  lords  opposite  sought  to  evade  the  spirit  of  tbe 
llek>lufiOhft  :  they  entertitinra  one  Opinion,  ana  the  House 
toother;  sibd  hm  endeavoured  to  establish  their  oWn  in 
t^osit  ion  to  that  of  their  Lorddiips.  Tbe  pritaciple  of  tbe 
Eesoiulioos'was  simply  this,  that  wbHe  socb  portibn  of  tbe 
!Pous(*bolel  as  was  neoesEary  to  the  xiomfort  of-  his  flli^esty 
kbotttd  stiH  surround  Iris  person,  there  should  not  be  sepa* 
tated  from  the  Rpp^eht  those  offices  more  immediatelv  cob- 
nected  with  Ae  dignity  of  tbe  Crown  ; — and  a  principle  mote 
^  |>lain  than  ibis>  he  could  not  imagine.  His  lx>r(bhip  ber6 
(ead  tbe  words^of  the  Resolution,  obt^rrving,  that  though  h6 
fttA  not  been  present  at  tbe  discussion,  )ret  from  the  plain 
meanmg  of  tb^  %  drcis,  and  i^om  that  kind  oF  information 
te^pecting  the  discnssSon  wfaicfa  was  open  to  die  worid,  ft 
\  ^ras  obvious  it  could  not  be  intended  that  a  iafgo  portion  df 
*  tte  Household  should  1)e  placed  under  the  direction  of  lH!t 
,  ''Majesty.  Gould  tbeir  Lordships  realty  have  tHestd  by  tbe 
^Hnfds,  <<  suctb  a  portion  of  the  Household  as  was  tiecessaiy 
iirtr  tbe  dignity  and  comfort  of  tbe  King,  9ccJ'  that  tbe 
whole  of  it  shbnid  He  giVen»  witb  onlV  ti  vthrj  MnlU  excHp- 
4idn?  Wasitmeadt  thaitiffiees  coMerrhig^gtint'poHticdl 
.^pdwer^  and  enjoybig  ^griott  {Kflitictd  infltieilcfc,  Afdnld  b^ 
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HrithdipiwA  ftom  t)ie  Qiqffeajt,  and  vm^gf^  ;to.  Hfc  ^ijfGBdqff 
Qf  tibfc  Q^meei^  ?    Did  tAeir  Lop^^biiw  W^Jenst^m,  hy  their 
^c6oliUiQ9,  tiifd  the  lyhole  pjf  t^ie  HQAj^sbpld  1^9*  ^  be 
t^ka^  fcop  Itie  PrMji/Q^  if  itjb  the  exc^Qoa  ot  tvo  <^ca 
that  Yiem  caof^nBiiyfily  palitfy  and  W^ig^fiquiti    Wti^.u 
in  the  seoae  nosr  giyep^  tW  the  Re9olui^O|[i9  \fese  aoqw^ 
hyh\»  Jlojral  Hlgh^oess^  ujo^er  the  faith  and  undeotandyig 
tjhat  th^  tep^s  n^ere  tp  Jbe  fidjthittUj  e^cjcoted  f  l!l^  clauie  vfrjfi| 
a  ^complete  d^parinre  ^om  the  terms  accgptedy  ai]|d  9  9Cfypr 
dalau^  bteacfr  of  fail^  .vritb  hl^  BqT^  Higbiie?^    Was  \iL 
he  :vo^^d  /^s^,  %\\e  fm  in^metati^  of  ^eir  Li^shmy" 
pesoIutioDj  4^at  suppQsiw  the  Qousehold  to  be  oiy/qc^ 
into  foi;tjr-iune  pajcis^^  (aoid  that  yras  at^ut  )the  n^iinlljter  cyf 
^e  o&^rs),  fpBtyrtseven  of  ihcsBe  ,M{eii;e  to  hs  giy^  to  l|i^ 
Oueeo^  find  otjlj  two  to  the  R^at  ?    Ajod  thieve  Iwp.to  qg, 
the  Cs^ptain  of  jube  Band  jo£  Pensionecs,  and  the  CS^Pta^P^jfif 
the  Yeoinen  of  the  .Guard  1    yfhy  this  yfnfi  Utt^i^,t)mi 
^ockery  and '  ioralt  •    This  MniB  the  capdour  {md  gpod  iaita 
Ahat  j'acliainent  was  to  tshew  to  ^the  Heftd  of  the  j^vei^cuocient^l 
He  called  upon  .the  leamed  Loid  on  (he  Woolsapk^  xir  JH^ 
other  koirnea  Ix>|d  who  sat  ppposit^  to  ^y,  whether  ^n  auf 
«ciYil  Qau(se.that  came  before  tbeoi^.thejr  would  aimqtupin  :$uf|i 
A  gro(».and  m?^ufe8t  breach  of  .coiitract  ?    He  would  p^ 
ihe  qaseof  a  ipao^  ;who  in  bis  will  should  direct  ^v^fees.^ 
assign  si^ch  a  pertion  c^  his  property  fis  was  neoQ^y  for 
th?  4Qaintena^iGe\aod  cc^mfort  of  bis  widow^  vi^',tPJ\^  ^ 
X^  to  his  son  and  heir;  and  .that  tthe^  tifiiste^s  jitiO]i| 
l^iye  iorty^sev^  peats  of  the  property  to  the  ,vi(k>if  t  ifi^ 
.only  ^viQio  the  heir; — wonldtho^  feamed  tLopls,  sittiiu^ 
in  a  podidal  cwacity,  sanction  su.ch  a  division  ?    Woolp 
they  BAy  that, the  will  of  the  testator  had  hefn  4yHy  com^ 
j>Ue^  witli :?    ,He  heUe?ed  that  the  npbfe  and  learned  ^ffi 
,fms  tconscientious  in  tbe  .pei&rniance  q£  his  judU^ial  nuic^ 
ttions ;  and  he  nW,c^^led  iqion  him  to^perform  Jiis  poUtic^r 
i4?ity,  in  a  manner  eq)i^lly.cop|M?9entious,  and,  should'  th\s 
JBill.pass,  tOfi^ffi^e  to  put  the  ureat  Seal.to  such  a  mani]^ 
»bi£ach.pf  goiod  faith.    Theie^yw.np  .inconsistency  in  ^hat 
.he  .was  >now  snyiiUTt  ^^  ^  principles  he  had  forqiq^yr 
Msiie^,    t)e,had.h<^rd|  inde^,  that  tho^. very  perspus  who 
Md  on  fprmer  opcasipos  aigued  that  the  power  of  the 
tC|]f]|lYn  ifas  not  top  iJAtteh,  tod  so  far  deviated  ironi  thepr 
ipripptpl^  as.  tp  maintain  op  this  pccasion  the  necessity  pf 
(iJbat  power  bniig  diminished,  ;and  not  only  diminished  bift 
diyiopd*    This  «w^jan  inconsistency  ^wnicfi  he  would  l^i^ 
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to  thoae  persons  to  defaid:  bat  ^rhaterer  might  be   the 
degrcB  of  power  yest^d  in  the  Crown,  it  coald  not  be  taken 
froin  that  branch  of  the  GoTemment^  and  put  into  other 
hand^,'  without  manifest  inconveni^oe.     it  was  triam- 
phantly  asked,  whether  the  patronage  of 'Ihe  Navy,  the 
Army,  the  Church,  and  the  long  range  of  offices  in  the 
civil  department,  was  not  sufficient  for  carrying  on   the 
goremmcnt  ?    He  hoped  it  might  prore  so ;  but  with  all 
this  extent  of  patronage,  somelning  might  still  be  wanting* 
It  was  necessary  that  the  peiBon  m  whom  the  Executiye 
government  was  vested  should  have  the  power  of  directing^ 
mil  these  for  the  people*s  good.    Having  said  thus  mnch  oq 
the  partition  of  the  Household  as  it  affected  the  power  of 
the  Regent,  he  would  say  a  few  words  as  to  that  part  of  ii 
^hicb  was  intended  to  be  vested  in  her  Majesty,    tits  greai 
^b^ction  to  this  part  of  the  arrangement  waa«  that  the 
innucnce  of  theportibn  of  the  Household  which  was  thus 
nominally  vestea  in  her  Majesty  might  be  employed  to 
obstruct  the   government  or  the  R^^^t.*    Viewing  the 
anancement  in  this  light,  the  original  mode  in  which  it  was 
,  Intended  to  dispose  of  it  seemed  less  objectionable  than  thait 
bontfifned  in  the  present  clause.    The  arrangement  of  1789 
^was  less  objectionable  on  constitutional  grounds  than  what 
was  now  proposed.     Let  noble  Lords  well  consider  the 
clause  as  it  was  sent  up  to  them,  before  they  agreed  to  it*. 
It  provided  that  her  Majesty  sl>ould  have  the  care  of  the 
King's  penon,  and  it  gave  her  all  the' Household,  with  the 
exception  of  certain  offices,  the  nomination'to  which  it  was 
proposed^to  vest  in  the  Regent.    But  what  were  the  condi* 
tions  upon  which  this  power  over  the  Household,  if  power 
it  could  be  called,  was  ^iven  \o  the  Queen  f    Why,  that 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  if  there  were  one,  the  Master  of  the 
Horse^   the  Steward  of  the  Household,  the  Groom  of' the 
Stole,  and  others,  should  hold  their  places,  independent  not 
only  of  the  Regent,  but  of  her  Majesty.    The  Queen  could 
not  remove  one  of  the  heads  of  those  important  depart- 
ments ;  nay,  according  to  the  wording  of  the  clause,  not 
even  one  of  the  subordinate  officers.    Her  Majesty  c6uld  not 
remove  even  a  page  in  case  of  misconduct ;  nor  could  she 
iesist  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  inferior  officers^  hdweytr 
disagreeable  it  might  be  to  her.    What  kind  of  contronl 
%as  this  ?    Bot  that  was  not  all.    This  part  of  the  Bill  not 
only  made  these  persons  permanent  in  their  offices,  and 
fnonovable  ih  case  of  misconduct,    but  it  abolished,  pro 
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tempore,  one  of  the  most  important  departments  of  the 
Ifottsdiold.  The  office  of  Lord  Chamberlain  was  vacant. 
One  wduld  natarally  suppose  that  it  was  meant  to  be  filled 
lip.  No  such  thing.  \V  hat  was  to  be  done  with  it,  then  i 
was  the  influence  of  this  great  office  to  remain  in  abeyance 
during  his  Majesty's  indisposition  ?  No !  The  enti^  pa« 
tronage  of  it  was  to  be  transferred  to  the  Yice-Chamberlain^ 
who  was  to  hold  it  independent  of  the  Queen,  and  inde- 
IJcndent  of  Parliament.  The  two  Houses,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  deviation  firom  the  strict  practice  of  the  Constitution 
which  they  acted  upon  on  the  present  emergency,  seemed  to 
have  taken  upon  themselves  another  /unction  of  Royalty. 
They  had  departed  from  their  own  doctrine  of  necessity, 
and  gone  beyond  the  principle  upon  which  they  originaHy 

Erofessed  to  act.  When  the  Kesolution  respecting  the 
[ousfshold  was  foroueht  forward,  it  was  understood  that  her 
Majesty^  should  retain  such  parts  of  it  as  were  necessary 
lor  the  comfort  of  the  King;  and  that  all  which  pro- 
peeriy  appertained  to  the  state  and  splendour  of  the  govern- 
hient  shodid  be  given  to  the  Regent.  Was  this  ttecase? 
Was  the  clause  now  under  consideration  in  the  spirit  of 
the  original  Resolution  ?  In  fact,  her  Majesty  had  only 
a  nominal  controul  over  the  Household  ;  the  real  influence 
was  in  the  persons  who  originally  appointed  to  the  various 
offices  under  it.  The  clauses  secured  to  those  officers,  a 
body  owing  their  appointments  to  the  present  Ministers, 
tbehr  Jilaces  for  a  certain  period,  and  who  consequently 
would  feel  themselves  bound  to  act  yith  them^  whietber  the 
latter  were  in  or  out  of  office.  The  clause,'  as  it  now  stood, 
was  infinitely  worse  than  in  its  original  shape,  for  it  gave 
the  patronage  of  the  Househonld  from  the  Queen  to  Mini- 
sters :  it  placed  under  their  influence,  or  that  of  their  politi- 
cal adherentB,  places  to  the  amount  of  400,000/.  a  year. 
Upon  these  grounds  he  would  not  believe,  until  he  saw  it, 
that  this  clause  could  meet  with  the  approbation  of  their 
Lordships.  With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  Bill,  which 
provided  for  the  resumption  of  the  Royal  Authority  upon 
his  Majesty's  recovery,  lie  would  say  that  no  one,  not  even 
any  of  the  noble  Loids  oi\  the  other  side  'of  the  House, 
would  more  sincerely  rgoice  at  the  arrival  of  that  period  : 
-but  before  he  could  approve  of  that  resumption,  he  must 
be  convinced  that  the  recovery  was  full  and  perfect ;  be 
-must  have  other  authority  for  Uiat  important  fact  than  the 
•  mere  putting  of  the  Gxeat  Seal  to  a  Commission  in  his 
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Majesty  *«  name.  He  could  not  receive  inch  n  docaauyit  m 
a  decisiTe  proof  of  bifi  Majesiy\»  r^covay,  when  he  cob* 
wdewd  ffirliat  bad  taken  placeoa  two  former oocasioosyivheB  it 
^vas  noiorioHs  tbe  Gveat  Seal  had  been  employiBd,  a^  if  by  bia 
Majesty '«  cominand,  at  a  time  that  he  wat  vader  thecaie  of 
a  pbystoiaa  lor  a  malady  similar  to  that  by  which  he  was 
powaAieled*  TheaobleandkaoNBdLtnlaMftezcittehiai 
when  be  eaid,  he  must  have  better  aiidianlf  thap  bifi  depb« 
mittoa  for  his  Majesty's  wc^wy.  That  Mipoitaat  ftc( 
Kquired  to  be  substantiated  in  tfaemoeftsoliemi  aaanoers  asMl 
nothiflj?  ehort  of  an  examiaotioB  of  the  phjwicuuis  by  tbdif 
LovdfJitps  could  afford  that  proof  of  itwlHcb  «roidd  stttiafy 
lufimnd.  Ile^vwMild  Tttte  for  (he  Awendroeat  piopoaed  bf 
hk  noble  friend* 

The  L^d  ChancfUer^  rkine  under  extieme  afitatioa^ 
aald,  ihat  ttie  Ckininiittee  would  txoimt  liim  (ox  troubUnf 
ibem  at  that  peniod  of  the  debate:  but  he  could  net  suftir 
ibetobser^ations  with  which  the  noUe  £arl  concluded  hub 
j|Maoh  to  pass  without  taking  the  earliest  cipportquH^y  ^ 
vc^lyine  to  them.  In  answer  to  what  had  felhrn  froui  4be 
ilDfaie  Early  be  would  now  repeat  what  be  bad  said  x^paa 
^oiiother  conBidenKtion*of  tbe  subject  before  them.;  that  he 
4iot  onl|r  would  not  decUoey  hot  that  he  challeiiiiisd  the 
«triatest  inquiry  into  his  conduct.  The  npble  Earl  might 
<weU  banc  spared  theobservations  that  had  £dl^'ftom  hian; 
botsinoehe  ohosetcallude  to  aots  which  he:(Lord  Eidof^ 
Imd  done  in  a  rcoDBcientions  idischaige  of  his  Ani^^  he  WfOuM 
4ell'lhat.noble]jprd).tbat  he  would  rather  bfkve-pesishedtui 
a^soaffold)  than  hufe  wtitbheld  himself  fromany  act  of -piib* 
'lie  d idly  he  had  performed.  In  what  he  baddone  iipon  the 
.oeosaion  aUuded  to,  he  acted  under  the  <solemni^  of  aa 
\oath,  which  iprescribed  that  he  was  to  act  oooscieotipuslyr^ 
and'to  theifaest  of  his  jadi^ncnt  He  fislt  himwAf  snuerior  to 
the'Unoalled*fi»r  imputation 'Of  the  .noUe  Jioid.  Until  Ifis 
icountvy (told  him  he  had  done  wioogy  be^ijhonldifeel aatjsfipd 
twlth  himaelf  for  his  conduct  oil  4bfit  occasion.  No  mmi 
ihad.a  jiight.to  charse  him  (withjetimtnali^.  :i]e  bad/Ioni; 
Mfvcd  a  gmoiom  master  most  fiiithfnlljr:  he  hnd  ,doan 
so  in  coi\]unction  with  some  noble  bndaioTerthe  wiaj^atthe 
tmoit  *  critical  moment  thatUiis  country  ev^r  experieuccd* 
dt  ^asat  a  time' wbenvsooie  of  those  nobkilocds  - w^ie  sop* 
rBorting  him  hi  ^the  >meai»ris  whieh  he:4hoiigbt#neoeBsaii^ 
•fin:  putting  downitlune  societies  whiobftuped  At  ^suhn^- 
^ston  of  the  igDrernmcut;  Jtad  Hbich  mfosores  oUm  rMble 
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lords,  who  irei^  now  sUtiag  side  by  Bide  with  bioi,  w«e 
obMructing  liy  every  means  m  their  power,  and  ndicnliog 
Under  the  name  of  the  <^  g^ggit^g  bilk/*  Stran«f  as  tboee 
jtoeasnTes  were,  they  conid  not  have  eflfectually  couBtemctoA 
the  pemicioQs  and  unconstitutional  proceedings  of  thooa 
dubs  and  societies^-^from  his  conscience  he  believed  that. 
Mtbing  could  have  saved  the  country  at  that  moraentom 
jperiody  Imt  the  almost  imttersal  love  and  reverence  of  the 
people  for  the  individual  Who  filled  the  Throne*  •  Witii 
tespect  to  the  transactions  of  1803  and  l804f,  he  would 
ftffain  9Byj  that  he  cfaallenfed  the  strictest  inquiry  into 
t£em.  The  opinions  of  phvsicians,  though  entitled  to  great 
Intention,  were  not  to  absolutely  Innd  him.  He  was  bound 
to  act  upon  his  oath,.and  to  the  best  of  his  judgment.  He 
had  always  done  so,  and  he  was  ready  to  abide  the  conse* 
quences.  Thene  were  no  (errors  for  him  of  any  kvquiry  that 
mf^t  beinstitirted  iiito  his  official  condoet.  JmpmUkm 
fenent  ruinm.  As  to  the  daily  scandal  that  was  poured  {^ul 
aeainst  him.  and  which  connected  hfan  with  measures  in 
Wiiich  he  had  no  concern,  he  would  nM  ccndescend  lo  reply  te 
it*  He  Would  not  ask  the  noble  Eatf^to  trust  lilni.  He  wouH 
difcliarge  his  duty  to  his Sovenngh  conscientiously;  fm4 
satisfied  thut  he  had  done  so,  he  ^mwld  feel  indiffefent  us  fqf 
Vrhat  might  be  s^rd  of  him.  ^Heie  the  itoblelord  uttered «omo 
Mitences,  but  under  mch  an  oppreteion  of  feeling,  tfialte 
^taJB  inaudible  below  the  bar ;  but  firom  the  repeatedMckeet^ 
^g>  they  seemed  to  make  a  great  impression  Mpon  *Ao 
House.]  It  had  been  put  to  him,  whether  hfe  would  . 
sujpersede  a  commission  of  lunacy  agaihrt  tihe  opinioii 
ofpbysiciana*  He  had  oRen  done  so,  and  peihtrps  he  mijght 
have  been  wrong  in  so  doing ;  but  be  haa  adra  upon.his 
conscience,  as  he  should  always  doin^such  cases.  VF^Sn  ' 
lespect  to  Are  clause  of  the  BiH  now  under  connderaiion,  he 
would  say,  using  an  cxpres^on'be  had  ^mplbyed  m  a  fbrmec 
detate,  he  did  not  knowfrowtodisquantitythetrufu'ofthe 
King.  He  was  asked  what  lie  would  do  in  the  Court  t>f 
YJhancery,  if  the  present  clause,  and  the  ResoHrtion  tipoii  i 
which  it  was  founded,  came  before  him  ?  He  woidd  answer^ 
that  the  Resolution  was  uncertain,  and  that  the  Gourt  wotdd 
liavetiofhing  to  do  with  ^t.  Kow  he  woiild  askn  ^piesHon 
in  faislum ,  and  it  was  this  :  were  there  any  two  ofibewoUi 
Iiords  on  tbe  other  side  of  the  Rouse  who  wens  ngreed^^to 
.H^ait  should  be  done  upon  the  original  Itc^iition^  He 
^  ireistrd  of  several  plan^^  /bur  fttw^tA'kSisx,  aU  ^f  ifhieU 
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jnsite  at  Tatiatice.  If  he  irere  asked  for  bis  p1an,.he  would  say 
that  it  was  his^inoere  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  Household 
ought  tobe  given  toher  Blajestj.  He  then  spoke  with  the  same 
tender  regard  to  oonscienoe  that  be  would  if  he  were  acting 
in'a  judieial  capacity.  He  would  tell  that  House,  he  would 
tell  every  man  who  heard  him,  he  would  tell  all  his  Majesty^s 
aubjects,  that  the  kst  thing  he  would  do  in  the  Court  ia 
whieh  be  sat  would  be  ta  remove  from  any  man  labouring 
imder  an  affliction,  such  as  had  fiillen  upon  his  Majesty^ 
those  comforts  becoming  hb  conditioo,  and  to  which  he  had 
been  accttstooBed.  ^^  For  myself,"  said  the  noble  Lord, 
with  extraordinary  fervour  and  feeling,  ^^  let  me  but  see  my 
Sovereign  well,  and  then  let  me  depart  in  peace."  He  could 
not  on  tnis  afflicting  occasion  take  nis  heart  out  of  his  breast, 
and  forget  that  his  most  gracious  Master  was  a  man.  Let 
those  who  could  do  so,  do  it.  He  was  not  made  of  such 
impenetrable  stuff:  be  had  neither  the  nerve  nor  the  apathy 
leouisite  for  such  aa  act  of  stem  and  unrelenting  duty. 

oefore  he  sat  down  he  must  make  his  solemn  protest 
against  the  princiijde  upon  which  the  proposed  distribution 
o?  the  patronage  of  theKing's  Household  was  argued.    The 

EriaciiMe  was,  that  the  government  of  the  country  coul^  not 
e  carried  on,  except  upon  a  supposition  the  most  unconsti- 
tutional, the  most  d^mding,  and  he  would  even  say,  the 
most  Jacobinical',  that  wa^  ever  surmised  by  the  most  i»* 
vetenite  enemies  of  the  Constitution.  What  I  were  their 
JLordships  to  be  told  that  no  Master  of  the  Horse,  no  Groom 
of  the  Stole,  no  Steward  of  the  Household,  had  the  least 
consideration  for  the  country;  but  that  his  vote  in  that 
House  would  be  controuled  and  directed  by  those  to  whom 
(hey  owed  their  respective  appointments  ?  '^  If  this  be  the 
case,^"  said  his  liordship,  ^^  1  have  got  at  the  end  of  my  life 
into  such  company  as  1  i^os  never  in  at  the  b^inning  of  it." 
Was  be  to  act  upon  the  supposition,  thai  the  noble  persons 
he  saw  around  him  paid  no  attention  to  the  interests  of  their 
country  i  If  so,  be  believed  he  must  abstract  himself  from 
all  of  them,  and  act  for  himself.  But  he  could  not  believe 
that  the  noble  persons  about  him,  the  descendants  of  those 
whose  virtues  and  talents  adorned  the  history  of  this  great 
country,  could  be  influenced  by  the  vile  motives  which  were 
ascrib^  to  them.  As  to  the  Amendment  propos^,  he  entirely 
disapproved  of  it.  So  much  so,  indeed,  that  if  every  one  of 
their  Xordships  were  to  go  below  the  bar  to  vote  foe:  U^  he 
would  leel  it  the  proudest  day  of  his  life  to  stand  alone,  aid 


reooiti  his  loyaitif  to  his  86ycn&ign  by  toeing  9is^init  if. '  He 
nwuld  put  it  *Qf  their  Lordshipg  as  men,  i^he^her  tVr  rdtild 
consent  to  an  arrtfn|r«raent  so  humiliathi^  to  tHe  Bbverefj^d 
as  liiat  Wiiich  would  result  from  the  amendment  proposed. 
AfeHo  restriction,  it  xhonld  be  recoUectecl,  that 'the  Kin^  of 
this  cowitrj  was  a  limited  monarch  ;  and  there  rouW  be  no 
^reat  objection,  that  the' Prince,  who'was  to  succeed  him  in 
time,  should  lie  limited  in  his  pcVwers.  The  King,  whatever 
bis  mental  state  might  be,  must  be  King  until  he  descends 
ikito  the  grave.  '  Tneir  lordships,  therefore,  instead  of  dimi*- 
Atshin^  the  splendour  that  surrounds  him,  should  pref^erve 
itiin  all  its'  plenitude.  He  remembered,  and  with  a  satis- 
fii^tion  ivhidi  would  only  terminate  with  his  life,  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  discussions  of  J  789.  He  ivould  now  act 
upon  the  same  principles.  His  conduct  upon  that  occasion 
had  obtained  the  approbation  of  bk  gracious  Msister,  as  he 
tnisted  his  conduct  at  the  present  cn^is  als6  would.  He 
had  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  which  he  bad  given  in 
ij  former  debate  respecting  his  Sovereign*^  recovery.  Far 
from  it:  for,  in  addition  to  what  he  then  said,  he  had  now 
the  satisfaction  of  stating  to  the  Hodse,  ^^  that  the  prospect 
of  his  Majesty's  recovery  was  greatly  increased  fay  the  view 
which  was  taken  of  hb  case,  am  the  actual  state  in  which  he 


was.*' 


The  Earl  of  Clancarty  then  rose,  and  objected  both  to  the 
bhinse  and  the  amendment. 

Lord  GrenvUle  said,  that  he  should  consider  the  question 
then  before  their  Lordships  not  so  much  in  reference  to  the 
propoiscd  amendment,  as  to  the  immediate  consideration 
whether  the  words  now  in  the  clause  shall  or  shall  not  stand 
part  of  that  clause :  with  respect  to  that  part  of  the  ques- 
tion he  felt  no  difficulty,  and  as  to  the  perplexity  complained 
of  by  the  noble  Lord,  bethought  the  course  to  be  pursued 
hy  the  noble  Lord  in  eithefr  case  to  be  according  to  his  own 
shewing  sufficiently  obvious.  If  the  noble  I^rd  was  of 
opinion  that  these  words  ought  to  stand  part  of  the  clause^ 
he  in  that  case  would  vote  against  the  amendment ;  and  on' 
the  question  that  these  words  remain,  he  would  of  coarse  say 
content ;  bnt  if  he  thought,  as  he  understood  the  noble  Lord 
to  think,  that  those  words  ought  not  to  remain,  he,  oh  the' 
question  beiog  put  that  these  wordg  stand  part  of  ^he  ctatise« 
will  say,  tt6tKX)nt^nt.  With  respect  to  an  allnsion  madetrf 
tiie"n0ble  bad  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack^  to  the  part 
tfken  by  liim  :(L6td  GrenviUe)  at  the  period  of  1788>  h« 
ToL,  i;— 1811.  4M 
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^mVi  tmmt  tkut  mMt  lord,  tkai  ckn 

wm  Uie  MliMnct  ot  tW  Hnmeht^f^ 

Ukaioid  vcial  br  aaw  FPpratAi,  tliat  tWj 

ibp  ftick  btt)  <if  >L»ir^j  «aL  d^ievitj; 

MS  >hottl  1  be  n^k  to  loriiie  t»  Che 

c<Miiuitai^i-ii«w>^«ce..    Tbc  fceliags  mhkh  hMJ-Mi  iUs 

«pict  o|)ei:»uti  upnn  kit  jo  f^vKni  al  tli»t  period^  i|r 

W  lorrjF  ib^  t«ft)rj-t«o  j«ttfi  chU  haw  M«Ar 

^heu  be  icMinerlj  Tuinl  ^jc  vminz  tke  HovHiald  in  tiie 

^udPtt,  be  did  it  on  tbe  piiecfpk  tHst  hex 

aiapij  pTovhicd  wfth  ib^*  r-'T^is  of 

tbe  aut^iom J  to  be  ▼autl  in  in^ — fnil  hne 

KBt  ot  d^rpvce  bet«**««  the  Bill  tbca  htvacbt  iato 
Dent,  and  tliat  aow  beture  their  LopMii|»«*tlHt  ■• 
Hyrmff  tack  raeeM  were  ptorkM  for  tbe  Qomb  ;  Inft  ■■ 
pf<%:rif «  a*«  MAcb  sMaiM  ncte  vuhbeU  Amb  hs.     If  a  LcMif 
<^Lbc  ij^ich:uhba  liiiJeJ  islbedvediscliarseof  Ids  dat^ 
Waoua!  be  cvtm  be  euiiij  «f  i>cdigci>ce  or  lodigsitT 
lu&  MijrMv,  tile  Quc^fi  wooU  bair  so  po^aer  citiMr  of 
tbi»vii)^  bioi,  or  Mi|>p(3i'ing  hai  ptaee.    He  foaad  tke 
lOH'.ricUons  exifn<]ctl  fo  the  exercue of  bcr  power,  wbclhcw 
a^piiftl  to  the  lirU  Lord  ff(  ibe  ili^«eboU»  or  to  the  lowest 
jucnial  attcntlant  on  his  Majcstj — so  ttocb  theft  far  Ibi 
tb^rtU:  ap[<riiis  ui'b  wblcb  their  Loidbhi|whod 
ffkcatly  9at»&AU\l  upon  ike  plau^blepooad  of 
pergonal  couveiiie«kce  oi  \u%  Uaje^t j.    Thoe 
oiboff  cofifrivieraUofia,  and  anioo|(ct  them»  tkil  ww  not  thtfcaft^ 
ixopofUuit  ^Uicb  rnpeeied  the  Axidraw  seal bjr  both  lioan% 
to  t^ie  ffioce  of  Wabs,  aad  to  theQueto^    Tbmr  nrAlo 
l^rd^  who  tJjou^bt  thai  the  tob^e^oeat  anamgtmmU  pwfe* 
Vded  Air  by  tbc  i^kli^  with  lespect  lo  Ibo  Uouidiold^  dU 
4ifUoml  to  a  |>r«ich  of  failii  with  either  tfao  PlMKe  or  the 
<^€cn^could  not  be  enpec^  to  vote  in iupfMNK  itf  ttvpbear- 
miuTftffticrWs,  and  s^  for  those  wha  had  suppc^tud  thoBBKrafkuiis 
of  17^  Ui(*y  couU.  Mt  thereCfine  be  eatt^  upoa  4o  6»i>port^ 
t^H^U  now  befoie  Ihe  Honac^  especiaUjc  ia  those  po«al»  io^ 
i|diiclA  it  ^^s  «o4  011(31  df^milar  to  tlw  foraior,.  hM  wpi^: 
n^  ^od  oomrB4k\mj  to  it ;  the  iPgulAliioiid^  Mroritb»  M^ 
c^,  «ei»f)ectk«i<  tbo  Ciivtl  l^ist^  wem  luaieri^J^  ikSm$^  Jo. 
t|i«  JBiii;  of  i7i^,  a  ckiuRe  w^  inseiled,  e»piies3ijr  pro^rMiMt* 
thit  ,lhf3i  qwrtocly  e^Kp^odttiuK,  dwnog:  tha  lUi^s  >Um^i 


sbMldnM^excctod  the  amoimte  dt  thn  npenc^  ^  tke  fdfwet^ 
^n^rtovs  oktvioutf  to  the  iltntss  of  hb  Majesty^  but  in  the  fiV^^ 
scsnt  Bill ie  mwi  not  ftwore  of  aiiy  ailequut^i  |>K>Hil(«m  fdf  diltf 
xitefmi^iKty  iir  ihe  exptndiftie  of  tbts  poft  0f  th6  pklMte- 
nofhey*  HeshmM  «iy  no  mote  M- present  u^m^hd  Bill  ft'* 
selfybitto^teiithitnidfifith  staiting  ita^  hb  opthim,  ihki 
\he  dahsa  nbw  befinte  tfaeir  londisbi|is  traii  so  ilftMMibK^ 
"■^b  tlMlr  fbhoer  Resolutionsilpon  ^htdh|fhey  hM  ^toufhA^ 
their  eAUcm  to  tKo  iguoen/  fend  db  tfie  PiiiiD#^  thnk^  tie  {)hi0^ 
ftel  It  to<  behfis?  dttty  to  tote  lint  ttebisRi^  alfiill  ii(lt^lMi# 
port  6f  the  BUI.  ., 

ik>rrf  Aede^Mb  dwelt  upon  the  dim^Pa9tmic4  <0f  thtf  Rdfiib^ 

.  hftions  havifig  boHi  dwrnei  in  theabiefiM  6f  ptaiiB^  llri(f 
tftetefdredf  cour^  thtghl  h^  now  disMitOd  Mrk  1^  lllitfflr 
lords  ivbo  *irete  not  preteirt  at  the  time.  iU  tfv4be^qti^^tfmr 
wftfch  \mviiow10'bep<it,  heaaiir  some  Aimhky  $M^4^my 

^  hooaase^if  the  Original  tvdrdb  of  the  elau^  ifrCM  MiHMd^ 
and  the  Mneridmeat  in^  ^^jt^tnA^  k  btaiiik  iatut  'COA«e«/ 
qiMRiMy  reMani  m  IM  Bifih  ffy  b<^m^dfy  ibe  ndttfe  eaM  irti^ 
■Kiyed  thfe 'amendment  ^oold  adfend  to  a  su^^^lM  4offi 
biai^  hnibt  Nko%'  the  dtiBuiiIty  mrs^  be  dbfltiktA,  He  Sb0iit4 
ieopoiie  lo  hvrb  the  noble  Eaul's  aaMlditieiiit  pWt  hiibftf 
S]nn^<:  ^  tliat  iHfese  words  be  here  insirtecU"  if  that  slotiAJI 
ha'incgiiivfed)  then  the  origiod  claise  ^ooU  iltifHiMMrtfr 
IMiie^oanjrfatinreAhieHdiMnt  irbioh  at  the  #ptii»a  of  tbiP 
CbmnriMeo  mlfht  1»e  dtenaed  deslrabte. 

JEm-l  ^S$ankope  hod  intended  to  t\s6  hoim^  ifae  luAAt  ixA^ 
lamed  Lord  who  h^A  jast  Bit  down ;  he  had,  4oMf0t 
giren  mny  to^i.i*^  as  be  wee  Morions  toionfn  what  he  had  to 
aarf «  AH  he  wanted  was^  it  appoMed,  U3  sugglsit  Co  bis  ivobte 
friend  <Lm1  Lansdown),  all  amendment  of  his  ifloth9rtt« 
If  bfe  noble  Aiidnd  took  bis  advice)  birweyer^  he  would. 
noviEft-  h<<ed  (lie  saagestion,  titid  stick  to  his  own  inolkMtir 
For  asy  past,  said  Lord  S.  if  I  fa&d  a  gidd  motion  whioh  I. 
waited  to  ha>re  comptetelji  tpoiiedy  I  do  not  know  inr  tbto 
HwMe  any  otie  whose  aid  I  Rhotild  sootier  caik  in  tiiat  of  Ilia 
imdadA  Lord  {A  lAisghy  As  to  the  ^Mc  Lord  sfttmf  )§f 
tfie  %Ky  who  has  sa^ested  this  modification  on  wbiob  bif 
would  join  «Fs,  and  that  nuxlifiiGatiob  on  wbiok  he  i^otiA 
\mrt  «s,  att  1  can  say  is,  that  if  it  eome  to  a  point  of  «Mis* 
aity,  we  shall  te  glad  of  hiis  rote  ^  b«t  I  hope,  ttnat  tmcasiiyy 
wotbaH  HOC  be  dfitea  to  ^ch  an  mttamiity,  as  mi  t9be 
dUe  io  %Mt  sKI  our  opponeists  without  taim.  ( jEFenr^  hmr  r> 
I^iviif  MbaoiM  iBk}|  ttet  all  (te  aigcAM^ 
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heard  thW  ni^bt  in  favour  at-  the  amendment,  resolved  into 
the  deviation  of  the  Bill  from^heRosolutions.  He  wanted 
to  know  what  was  intendi'd  to  be  conveyed  to  the  ander* 
standing  of  the  House,  when  that.  Resolution  was  adopted. 
The  noble  lords  who  persisted  in  maintaining  this  deviatioa 
Goald  not  agree  in  the  sense  to  b&ifriven.  to.  the  'Resolution. 
The  meaning  which  the  noble  £arl  (Grey)  attached  to  it, 
was  diffident  from  that  entertained  by  the  noble  Marqnit 
(Xiansdown).  It  was  said  thai  there  l^as  been  a  breach  of 
laith  with  this  and  with  ttieiofther.  House.-rr-Th^re  has  been 
up  such  breach  of  faith*  It  is  impossible  to  say  that  a  Reso-j 
liHioii  has  not  btrenadhered  to^  which  h  not  specific,  and 
which  admits  of,  the  utmost  latitude  of.  interpretaiion.  He 
wished  that  <ibe  proceedings  of  1788  had  been  closely  fol^ 
lowed.  Indeed  all  the  iuconveniencies  which  had  arisen  in. 
the  piiQgress  of  the  present  measurer  had  their  origin  in  the 
departuie  from  the  precedent  of  1788>  He  thought  that  any* 
division  of  the  Household  was  improper.  He  was  willing 
that  all  necessary  and  becoming  splendour  should  be.  gtvca 
to  the  Regent;  but  when  he  wished  this,  he  could  not  givof 
his  consent  to  strip  the  King  of  bis  dignity.;  He  wished  that 
the  Regent  should  be  amied  with  all  the  ordinary  power  of 
the  Government;  but  he  did  not  wish  that  alt  powcc 
should  be  taken  from  that  Illustrious  Person  to  >whom.  the 
care  of  the  Sovereign  was  entrusted.  He  agreed^  >  howevtr,. 
in  the  propriety  of  deprivinjg  her  of  the  power  of  removal,' 
that  every  objection  of  a  Constitutional  nature  might  be 
obviated.  .  It  had  been  stated  by  a  noble  Baron,  that  if  ymi 
takeaway  the  power  of  removal,  you  subject  your  SovereigiL 
to  .the*chance  of  indecent  treatn^ent  from  persons  whom  yoa 
have  no  power  over.  He  could  not  see  the  force  of  this  ob*i 
jection.  •  If  any  persons  were  so  fario  forget  themselves  aato* 
behave  irreverently  or  indecently  in  the  presence  of  his  Bfa* 
jesty,  their  atteodanoe  might  be  dispensed  with,  although  a 
xemoval  should  not  take  place.  It^was  impossible  to  conceive 
that,  any  such  persons  would  have  the  assurance  to  force  their 
attendance  on  his  Majesty  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
person  who  had  the  direction  of  him.  They  were  to  lecoUect 
that  the  Sovereign  stiU  existed  in  his  political  capacity ;  and 
if  it  was  not  right,  tberetbre,  to  take  away  from  him  any 
power  but  such  as  was  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  go*, 
vernment ;  so,  in  like  maanen  it  was  not  right  to  take  away  . 
any  of  the  dignity,  due  to  the  Sovereign.  ;  The  additiooel 
turn  which  might  be  foimd  necessary  for  the  spleadoor  df 
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the  Regent,  ivas  so  ioconsiderable,  that  it  coulil  be  no  object 
to  the  nation ;  its  amount  would  not  equal  the  fourth  part  of 
the  expenoe  which  had  been  laid  out  in  improving  theif 
Lordships'  house — and  would  tthey  hesitate  to  bestow  this^ 
a])d  thus  avoid  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  bereaving  their  So* 
vereign  of  his  jiroper  splendour  and  dignity  ?  He  wished 
to  follow  the  precedent  of  1788  closely,  and  to  avoid  muktng 
the  contrast  betwt^en  1788  and  J8I 1  disgraceful  to  the  latter. 
"What  had  twenty-two  years  done,  to  lower  the  Sovereign  id 
the  eyes  of  the  country?  '  He  entreated  their  lordships.  (<jf 
spare  their  Sovereign  the  possibility  of  feeling  a '  disappoiht^ 
ment  at  their  proceedings  on  his  iecovery ;  and  to  avoid  de* 
parture  from  a  precedent  which  did'imi^ortal  honour  to  tho 

Eerson  who  had'  the  merit'of  it'    He  sh'ouM  theref6re'gfve 
is  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  noble  Mafquiss's  Amend* 
Inent.  '•  '     '  * .»:•.,.. 

The  Committee  then  divided  on  the  cbusc.        *  '  ^ 

•       \    '  Contents     '     -        -        -•'    ^-'         96-     *•       ' 

,     Non-Contents    .      -        -        -        108    '  *        ; 

Majority  against  Ministers*''''   -  12  ^         ^' 

;  The  Committee  then  divided  on  the  amendment  of  (hrf 
Marquis  of  Lansdown,  when  the  numbers  were,  \ 

In  favour  of  the  Amendnnent     -     *  10?' * '    '  *   ' 
Against  it     .  -.       -     i   -«      •  97 

Majority  against  MinisteiV  •  •-  '10  '  '• 
On  our  being  re-admltted,  we  foani'  Eart  Gte^  on. 'hit 
legs,  concluding  a  speech  m  which'  he  contended  that  th<fr 
Privy  Purse  ought  to  have  been  left  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Regent,  as  it  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  enconragii^  arts 
and  sciences^  and  it  i  would  therefore  be  withholding  a 
power  from  the  Regent  which  he  ought  to  possess,  and  from 
the  want  of  which  much  public  inconvenience  as  well  as 
great  individual  injury  might  be  the  consequence. 

The.  Earl  of  Lherpbol  shortly  contended,  that  investinif 
the  Privy  Purse  in  any  other  hands  thaniboseofHbe  Queen 
would  be  highly  indelicate. 

The  Earl  of  Mohra  wAA^  he  must  in  some  respects  <liffer 
ftom  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Grey)  on  this  part  of  the 
Clause.  The  Privy  Purse  was  applicable  to  private  as  well 
as  public  purposes ;  and  it  was  pertectly  well  known  tbat  a 
^ery  great  part  of  the  disbursements  madei  from  it  were  for 
acts  of  Royal  benifioence. — Adjourned  to  Sitonday. 


^  TAB  PABU4ME91lira[T  t||ECT8T£R.       ,    ^«OJ»M^ 

BOtrSE  OF  XORDS. 

•IftONDAir,   SAN-.  f&     - 

:  Earl  Cfrosvenor  ro^  to  pro^st  against  recelviQg  an  ap- 
jpe<tl.  couceivu)^  that  the  Hout»e|.  in  the  present  sittiation 
<yf  aiTairay  ougUt  to  be  limited  by  the  necessity  which  ca)ie4 
tpvn  tb(  m  .to  act»  and  that  they  o^ght  not  to  enter  Hito  the 
consideration  of  my  busine^t^  e^icf  pt  the  establishment  of  * 
a  Regent*  uptil  inat  Reeeocy^was  rends^red  complete.-— 
Tjpon  this  principle^,  had' lie  bleen  in  tb^  House  on  the  dayr 
the  Parhament  wasi  opened^  he  iroii}d  have  protested  agaiusi 
llie.  first  reading,  of  .a  .Bill  usually  introduced  upon  ibe  first 
day  of  every  Session  fjor.tbei  better  regulatioii.  ot  Select  Vea^ 
tries^and  have  taken  the  sense  of  thetlotise  upon  the  quesU 
tJon.  He  was  aw«f^/that  in'l789  business  was  enWed* 
into  under  timilar  circuBistaBces^  apd  he  was  afraid  the  do* 
in^  so  was  afalal  $rror  in  the  proceedings  of  tjiat  period.-— 
His  lordship  intimated  bis  intention  ofentering  a  Protest 
on  the  Journah  againat.  their  proceeding  toanyother  busi- 
^|lss^  until  xhe  defec|'in  ibe  exercise  of  the  Royal  autborHjr 
Was  supplied  by  the  ettabiisbwent  of  a  Regency,  and  femk 
his  intended. rrote^t  a#  a.|>art  of  J)is  sp^cb* 
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The  ordc^  of  the  day  iv4f  Tead  for;  taking  ifl(Uf  itonsidera- 
|;ion^|tbe  report  pf\thi^  tUgency  Bill. 
« J^ia  royal  bigbnefa  the  Duk«  rOf  Susses  spoke  to  th^ 
i^lo^nig  effect:*— ^^ 

TiY  LORiyaf  .. 
>  Feeling,  as  1  do,  the  nsgtiiitide  «f  *th^  anbjeet  wimb  w$ 
sow  before  ns^  in  Wh'i^b  we  are  to  bieac  ni  mtnd,  nee  eni^ 
that  we  are  to  remedy  the*diing)er«  and  diftcultiea  w4)ich 
the  present  catamtty  has  broagbt  tieiytfi  •ou^  ^eoontrf,  bm. 
Itec  whatever  'measures  mt  take  will  hereafter  serve  itt  pre- 
eedents,  uf>on  whic4)  future  geoerations  wiU  have  to  f>roi> 
ceed ;  it  behoves  us  to  act  with  tbe  greatest  pmdence  trtkll 
rircmn9pedtT%,  in  Order  tbat  the  lotere^s  ef  toe  State  maj 
be  nmintained,  and. the  lib^ilies  of  the  jpeople,  «s  weD'a^tbe 
blessings  of  the  Con^tittitioti/  may  be  tiancfed  diMin  tti  pM^' 
ieri^  pare/ unshackled,  and  nniakp^Wed. 

Wiilr  these  sentiments,  I  havte  pakf  nhfetattfedattllkifiVfr 
to  every  step  vre  have  taken^  xncsi  mjtioa^  to  gain  i^  p^: 


nibfe  inibrtnftlioii^  befipro  I.  iotfo^e  fnyself  a^ift^|bii.j^t>ar 
loudsltips:;  Mid  to  be  itstmcted  b^  la«kiiiQii6  abaervativni 
q£  BifHij  wM%  \(xAsp  who  have  ^kd»  .dviagitlie  ^^ 
ftr«nfc  atages  of  this  oMst  mij^tff  bunaofs,  ^/^ho^  «niW 
cblwi  Ic^rtainljr  caaftoi  pretQnrd>  bm  t<»  yvJwse:  Aealli  put  to 

.  lik»  mguJtof  fliy  ohserfatiofr  is,  tfaii:,  excmlM  lo  liiq 
determination  and  expediency  of  appoiniiQg  »tneg/tmt,  aorf 
bis  aelfifftiDo^  oa  also  to  that  pait  by  «hieb  the  ifwofiediate 
qatfe.of  the  King^s^pooMft  is  confided  to  her  Majaity*.  1  ob« 
j«et  u>  every  one  of  tins  Re8ol«4iolif>  conretving  them  to 
be  of  vibe  jaost  dangerott^^  tendency* 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Locda^  that  the  fiMMfs  of  thia  BHl 
bdae-  ppooeeded,  firsts  by  a  Tiolation  of^  precedents^  ae« 
ooadiy^  by  a  ¥if3rUiio»  of  the  Hw,  Aody  coDaoquratly,  by  m 
motamn  of  the  CiOoaiitiitioB. 

I  an  wttt  awave  thai  m  makiDg  tfaete  a^sertioiis,  I  aa» 
o^lpoping  myarif  to  a  variety  of  afttaeka  and  xniareprcaeiitA^ 
iiolH ;,  iMit  daapiaiag  aad  eegardleaa  of  the  daagor^  I  am^ 
dcMriainedy  wbethev  I  eaa  produce  any  thiagnew  cruoty 
at  kaei!  to  acquit  my  eoBscienee)  byiendeaTodriog  to  do  mp 
duty  faithftil]y»  ra  a  momenA  of  gneat  andnouapesa  aod  dir« 
ficiHties ;  and  by  gipine  my  iiee  and  onMaased  opiaion  aft 
to  the  measures  w:liich  I  conceive  moM  be  mcsl  advaa«< 
tageooft  bn  my  country  to  adopt  at  such,  an  ewentfol;. 

I  know  likewise  I  shall  be  accused  of  want  of  delicacy^ 
hgati  Bfty  aniswier  to  siicb  an  insuauatioii>  is-,  tliat  muck  as  I 
lofve  thissubsidittvy  virtue^  it  must^ever  gi^e  WAy,  wbeo  truth' 
ia  o^  ABore  importance  than  delicacy. 

All  the  precedenu,  which  we  have  coUected  ftora  the: 
wisdom;  6ii  our  aocestocs^  for  tFie  guide  and  gdvermnentiof 
ooncoudact,  ia  this: melancholy  occasion,  have  cmly  secvedi 
either  to  teach  ua  theis  ecrois,  or  to  prove  that  lihey  never' 
Hvrovisited  with  ao  weighty  a  calamity;  ainee  the  meaanroff 
>fke  imve  adopted  are  not  grewnded  on  a  single  one  of  Abe! 
pmtrodftMitscbuiiaLied  ia  toe  Repoft  .which  the  Commit^ 
lee,  nppointed  for  that  purpose  by.yourlordshipa,  hasmadai 
im ;ti.^;  oagr*  h8iie.die3rLtae  smallest  analogy  to  them. 
yAm  to  the  violation  of  the  law,,  £  hantf  only!  to  observe  thai 
iiairasr«iAlw)hieh.P^iaaifiot baabeenopeaed.  TheCbm*^ 
QMBsjoiLiparposoB  t9fbiai»>aotof  the  Grown^  vhea  it 'bin. 
snbAanod  the  actof.the  tivo  Housca.    *-  '  ' 
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V^^  G-^^ic  S»9i!  m  the  b:^  inatrmmetu  br  wfa'crli    ibe 

K  a-x'«  "^M  V  trr^ioeaC'V  ?iv^q.     It  is  the  hmqui    of  cnc 

K  'V  r  «uii:t:rrr.  ih^  orzan  bv  vhich  tbe  Saw^rtijni   <pr  i*? 

¥:sv>J«     N^^nv.  vQ^ti,  inj  Lord^,  bas  bis  Msjcsty'^  wij 

STiMftf  &-w«  t->  m,sf    Ac  a  oKmetit  when  all  omr 

T*!  1^  w^  r~:ua».e<  area  i:e  c«ahluihed  fiijct  of  thie 

mmoen^arn  oc  ue  h  -kv^l  hinctioDs  bj  uuItepiiMJUD  ; 
m  t%»  w-cvifvi:  -tffi^T  h<ia  no  »:.i  of  bis  ovn. 

Fue  act  r«2-aoc  *cr  a  asooMBC  bear  ezaoiioatiDii,  ss  .c 
enrres  thcq  -««e  tice  'W  k  an  aornicfi— 4  mi^^hc  ev^n  atxd^ 
m  *i'rfyerx  :  ^*r  voiTn  ;iK  tasieocabie,  bat  alaa:^nr  proof  or 
ne  5*'»*f*— ••-1*4  sr-nrcnrr  ireioacirv.  we  deciaie  tile   ne- 

r*7«-^  aie.  'C  «  VI  act  ^r  :/:e  r«o  blouses  to  wfaich  I  ob- 
•r»n.  tir  .-^  -wo  Hcusrv  B«t  b<^ne  lespoosioie^^  ^^t^''^  o*** 
37   u.er'tfie .  5«i>«t:«.'?i«»  to  ct    kco«*ie<ise,   there  (k>e»  mat 
<t  S4.  a  «fnre  •^'-r^ufct  :a  this  ctwotrr,  where  rke  two 
ii&:4i?«^  «in!fr  aL-r*  a*?!^  rr*^tBSie.ves  lo  emercfse  tbe  Legislft> 
9ve  HiL^^«n-.rv  .?r  -  :e  Oo*  i»     Bci  I  e«ia  Q'joie  maiij   ste- 
Zxur%  nrur*^  '«nch   rn3«*i»*v  rrjs;  ibr  :osr4tnce,  the  Lfkli  of 
i.r^rv^i    ii    •ie  iCM  of  K*nrT   VI il.  ttrst  of  Ph'.ip  and 
Xji*-,  a;iu  !rci'.«.T2'jrT  r^e  liu:  Of  Chancs  li.  which  eveo 
ai'.A*r*j«» 'nn  *.irf.r^  ^Jt  a  ?»g  nvurr  men^t^ned  in  a. 
au:tt  l.^-:  A.  c'Mt"  r.  Bu  !*▼  perica   or  pcnans  wno 

:i4jt  a»u?  hoiises  re  Px-ua-Tsecu  or  eimer  Hooae  or" 
^■jxeur*  iirii  jr  2»ira  a  L^za-  »c.Te  pcwer  wiLacui  the 

» 1  7tv  bo'n^te  :ninica.  :ie  inote  ^riTr^ti  cut  !>▼  jnstii 
^  ::e  o'hi'';-^  im:  -^c  C cn.-r-'n'.-jn^  w  :ii  i2  cia^e  been  to 

uf  ••*•»  ?  o«  i4  iut*ior  "T. 

l"  :refe  wi>.  a  aecev6;"7  n_r  c'i'rr «t  a  SemT  to  a  O 
■L'O^Tie  *'**?  r*  *iis5f»  iiti:*Tc  ta^e  .l.•:^o»^:«  b^  «acfe  aCi 
Vff^on  me  P^'cce  or  W  i.e*  ELr.:^?nt,  w;di  '^•i  imweis  ct 
tteent  inu  j.>crt;Tt*  iia  a-i  :::«;  r-rencif  ▼e*  -"f  '^e  Croww. 
^«  wi  cfi  :::tffe  r»?  uc  ja*«*f  arceorwi  bo  :-t^-i  T«rre*»f  cf  rue 
V*i4iM  ttiv*»;«u  J>  :::e  hirse  crasvises  zi  the  LeTr»*4ivire  w«ii^ 
biuTf  iHf«a  .1.1  .■'e*:r*^'!icftL 

.^-»  zuoT'irn.Ts  cf*  u^e  .nuf-^e^ts.  cr  cur  Ei!i?.  tfirimg  dae 
fenru  Cf  j.j»  .f  T*«j»     ~,'c  r  rer*>;^rt.T   axiee  wiii 
L*inj<  .?n  L.:e  ct^er  ^i:e  cr  tre  Hc«se.  tt:e 
b:2»  i!  l.^«v  nitii*  e^rer  "re  r««tct  :nj  iw»  "w  oroo'  to 
Ki  ^^r  c  -"¥*,  we  t.-«  ai:t  A>  surxr  asT  a«i":;i::u,r»  to  fa 
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and  to'  rake  care  tfcar,"  Wheti  ft  ^hulf  please  llip  AlrniglUy' 
ihnt  rbf  King  may  be  c^fpable  of  assuming  the  Kojal  fpoc- 
tioriS,  he  shall  fnd  thtUi  uodiminishid,  whole  and  entire, 
as  previous  tahis  ever-lo-be-lamented  liidisposiiion.  It  is 
our  duty,  lo  see  that  ihe  eoyernmeat,  which  Parli'ament  is  ' 
about' to'establUH,  shairbe  one  of  vigtiur,  energy,  aud 
effect.'.  '■  ■"'  ■  ■  ■     ■      " 

■  'Motives  of  self-interest,  prudence,  and  justice,  must 
prompt  os'io  preserve  entire  all  the  duties  of  the  Kindy  of- 
fice ;  for  it  is  by  the  preservation  of  this  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature ih^t  the  two  others  can  only  expect  to  maintain 
their  riiflits  add  privileges  secure  and  entire. 

The  Koy;;l  bowers  and  pre'rogaiWeS  are  ns  a  weight  in  the 
balance  of  ttie  Constitution;  iif,  ihen,".we  diminish  thai 
weight, we  alter  the  Balance.  .  '.\     '  .  " 

"MytiOrds,  though  I  allow  in  pne  seoseof  thp  woi(!  the 
King  to  be  the  servant  of  tjie  people  (because  tiVs  power 
^as  no  other  rational  end  than  thai  of  the  genc'jul  adviin- 
(dge  of  the  Slate),  atjll,  19  the  ordinHry^Vfensje  o^oilr  Ci^'ri- 
■titutfon,  he  cannot  be  CCiAsidcred  asbnt  who'  is  to  obey  (he 
commands  of  some  other,  and  16  be  remoVable  ,\i  pteflsurej 
for  the  Jtin*  obeys  noother  person,  wHlle  pefibris  are  im- 
mediately, and  collectively  too,  under  him.  and  6^;e  to^m 
il  l^al  obeillence,  . ' '' '  _   ."'  '     ■''   '     - 

-  '  Tne'Law,  which  kiiows  neither  to  fi.iticr  n/r  Vt  iiwult', 
calls 'thij'high'_magi'straip',-nHt"ourj  «iv,'.nt,  bin  out'  Soye- 
rilign"' Lird.tlie  King,  Jn^Wia^lrlg^  >\;:  f<\ir^.  .1  ll-'iinVt, 
Wbpin'icousider'tobe  theiier'*)if  iiTto  ;  i.^- 

K^'sr^ti  .and' execution  oTjm  ^oya'l'  ] 
tfrt  deposit^  an^  cbbfid^d',-  we.iire  ;  1   ii- 

gioiisly,  td'ai  fio  infringement  in  ay.'. b^  ■  '"■'".-  liic 

great  and  .constitulibnal  prerogative  <  .   wliich 

tins be"en  given  ii, for  the  pejsoiial  sec  ■^.  leigp, 

Rn'd  ihe  hberties,  of  the  people,  is  aptdally  susTOnciefli  I 
kneanj  fli.y  Ifurda,  (he  RoyalLteld.  "'  .  ,1  .  ' 
■  Otni^rwise  wt;  are  lakin^^an,  unfair  advantage,  and  con- 
iptring  lo/listtble,  by  an,  thai  Sovereign,  wno,  unfortu- 
.  nafely,  at  this  moment,  is  incapacitated  Tmin  watching  over 
^isown  mtcrfsta,  and  frosi  guarding  the -liberties  ot  the  peo- 
ple, Hy  ilie  vlsilnlion  of  Providence, 

1  have  licE^rd  of  frequentallusluns  and  references  lo  vari- 
ous peiiods'in  our  history,  ^B  simihir  lottur  present  disas- 
trous predicament;  inasiniicb    as  tlicy  relate  to  tiie  sitiia- 
VolI.— I8M.  4N 
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tioDt  of  ihe  two  Housaiy  I  admit  tbeo)  tlo  bt  tra«^l»ii  in  ao 
other  respect. 

At  everv  one  of  these  eventful  periods*  the  Boute  of 
Con  moos  m  iavariBblj  eodeaToiired  lo  aajpneot  tbeix  coo* 
sequence. 

Already  in  the  miaority  of  Richard  tl*  the  House  of 
Commons  began  to  feel  tneir  independence;  and  for  tbe 
first  time  -elected  a  Speaker,  who  miglit  preserve  order  in 
their  de^es,  and  maintain  those  forms  which  Mte  tequi* 
site  in  namerous  societies. 

The  timeiare  certainly  altered;  hot  then  they  did  not 
come  tb  Resolutions^  as  in  the  present  instance  j  but  tbi;^ 
petitioned  the  House  of  Lords  to  provide  |he  Council  to  dw 
rect  the  public  business ;  but  as  to  ibe  r^tilation  of  the 
King's  Household,  our  Hoosfs  declined  inlerferion:  in  aj^ 
olBcr^  vhich  wre  said  vas  Jnridtous  in  itself)  and  vsight 
prove  disagreeable  tohis  Maiestyt  { 

It  was  attempted  by  the  House  of  Commons^  oo'ibai 
occasion,  fo  pimtk  out  to  us  a  certain  line  of  proeeedioga  i 
but  ve  ^ve  them  to  undemand,  by  our  silence,  that  we  dkl 
not  approve  of  their  interference  in  (be  more  importanit 
tnatlers  of  theS(aiB,although  prevented  by  them  io  ine£>iw 
ofpelilion. 

We  did  not  however  hear,  at  that  time«  of  any  vestrictiofi 
valative  iio  the  oitmber  of  noble  Lords  who  were  to  rft  in 
Our  Bouse;  they  wege  not  oor  generous  inslmctors,  whw^ 
we  weae  to  applaud  and  imitate ;  they  did  not  attempt  to 
have  a  shaae  in  creating  a  peer«  which  would  be  the  case, 
jf  one  or  (he  present  onuses  passes ;  for  by  this  st^p  the 
honour  of  peeniga  wouldb^put  to  the  vote;  and  thus  a 
most  unmilfiupentaQr  interferoice  of  (he  other  House,  with 
the  coDsl  it  ut ion  of  ours,  would  be  established. 

Should  anjr  measute  of  this  sort  be  necessary,  against 
yrhtch  1  protest,  as  being  an  encroachment  on  the  pnero^ 
^aftivfs  of  the  dfOWQ,  4t  oaglit  to  originate  witb in  our  own 
walls;  and  therefone  1  ooufider  (hesuggestiog  of  such  mattet 
in  another  pHace,  and  parliculaity  at  this  present  piomen}, 
as  an  infringement  on  the  rights  and  prfvik|ges  of' our 
Rouse. 

I  should  like  to  know  Iiow  the  House  of  Commons  wotild 
Bficeive  a  Resolution  of  the  foltowirig  nature  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  that  wc  had  thought  fit  that  the  Regent  should 
sign  no  money  BiTls.     Would  they  not  conceiire  that  aiiy 


iiiierrerch^  (Ml  our  part  pf  ftuch  a  tuxiAxe  ivpntd  be  an  fa^*- 
friiHFement  on  their  rights  and  privities  ? 

Perhaps  Wme  of  hi^  Majbiy'v  trie  Ministen.  iilio  occupy 

Sf^aatiom    in  that  other  House,  and  wlbo  have  equ^fly 

iisiirpecl  powers,  which  ihe^  ought  not  to  hare  exerfQisedi 

fbr  90  long  a  period  at  the  presi^nf^  might'  be  less  severe  iri ' 

patching  over  the  privileges  ofthatl^ouse,^  I  believe  jit' a 

point  upon  which  4ney  are  most  sore ;  for^  if  liofxkt sp^^ 

true,  we  do  know  that  monies  have  been  issued,  previptuf  ta 

tbe  hasty  yofe  pf  the  two  Houses  a  fortnight  ago  ^atad  if  m, 

1  contend  that  that  Administration,  whicli  has  gope  by  tpe 

denommation  of  tbe  No-Popery  Administmtion  ,hasbe^  mom 

jpapisticai  than'an;)r  one  we  ever  had  before ;  n^y,  I.shoiila 

a^y,  that  with  their  thirst  after  power,  they  lia^  swaltoweS' 

up  the  Pope.    For  by  so  actfaig  they  mUst  have  <(isp^ised[ 

witii  tbe  oatb,  which  is  taken  in  the  depiMlment  pf  Ftnan^' 

ihat  no  y^iie  of  mdney  can  be  |iermlued  without  tbe  sigp, 

manual  oTliis  M9Jesty.  '*^ 

I  have  heard  that  Sovereigns  haVe  been  advised)  v«9ry' 
injuriQusly  to  their  own  interKts  and  those  of  iheir  Deojple^' 
to  dispense  with  certain  laws ;  bvl  I  never  Veaid  tbHao|r 
Sovereign  has  pretended  to  dis);>enae  with  an  oatb,  l)at  tb^ 

I  have  staled  ttiese  two  points,  in  Older  io^U  tte^n^ 
tentioo  tit  youj  Lordships  to  the  dilBcnlties  aod  perjjoiis' 
situalioi^  in  wbieh  the  two  (looses  migbt  pll^^  tbemsdveii^ 
by  cbniplimenting  ajjid  encouraging  each  otheri  lo  encroacb 
on  thb  pn^ogatives  of  the  Crowln,*in  t>rder  to  bcilitat^* 
the  iiieans  <m  mutui^ly  aoqairiog .  the  additional  power 
which  they  tnj|ght  fefi  inclined  to  assume  tp  thteselves. 

Sucb  'is  th6  luritirftiiiv.of  buman  natfifei  sucti  thepnine-i 
tiess  to  abbiHipn,  such  the  natomV thirst  iiflelr  jkiweraoiS 
dominioKi,  tbjujt  ^  behpVfs  4s  always  to  wa^b  every  4>p- 
portunity  )o  advance  the  object  of  such  paadons^  witb 
extreme  jc^lOiisy;,  and  to  'checl  tbeir  progress  In  tbeir  finjt 
outset 

For  does  H  not  appear  insidious  to  propose  t^  the  House 
c/f  tords,  as  a  measure  of  expediency,  'the  stooping  for  a 
Mttt\e  any  increase  of'tienibers  Iq  our  Bauisci,  tne  eflect  qC 
whi<^  would  imrtant^y;  be  to  increase  the  c6nspguence  pf 
trtrj  individual  nobte  IJora  who  has  a  rkht  to  a  Seat. 

Beware,  my  LoTd8,tofiufih  champions  oftheCpns^tiKi^f 

wbo  would  abuse  {^eir  Vust^  if  they  were  to  ta&e  po^etf 

'  whidh  did  not  belongilo  tbem ;  in  older  to  flatter  us  with  a 


6M  THE  PARLIAM EfTTART,  R^GlSTfiB.  ^U  OAI> 

de|rrce  of  authority  irbicb  does  no^  bdon^  (o  our  Hoci 
III  order  io  deprive  the  Sovereign  of  a  right, whicli  cfrw 
long  to  hiu^,  and.  th^ta^  a  mbmcnt  Iwhen  we  are  preteodip^ 
to  guard  the  Crown,  f  ♦   M 

f  We  shou]d.be  tjius  .striHin^  at*  one  ofitslf^l,  ccwr%^ 
stitutlbnal  rights,  ^hea  it  is  utterly  incapaWe  ofaefeo^iog" 
Itself;'  wF\ioI)  I  must  .'consider' as  a  proceeding  unworlli^ 
of  k  'British  Jioarti  and  still  more  unworthy  of  the  ac— 
knowledjred  justice  of  the  herniary  Legislators  of  tlMC 
British  Empire. 

It  appears  to  ine»  my  Lords,  thai  our  ancestors,  wftb 
a  stmficd  and  laudable  precaution,    have  thrown    a   df <;— 
IJchte.vcII  over. the  office  and  powers  of  a  Regent,  con- 
sidering* thiit  eii^istiiig  circumstances  would  always   be    st 
sfaRV  and  better,  rule  tO; their  posti^rity,  thism  the  laws  of 

'Regencies  are  a/  ?J'  tinjes  expedients  which  (he  neces- 
Jiiy  of  tbe  case  may  require,  but  which  no  man  who  know$ 
any  thing  pf  poiilical  ieflf^t^  wpnld  wbh  that  occasion 
s)it)uld  arise  {q  create,      ,.    !  , 

*'ifn  .fhc'prespnt  existing  circumiitanceS)  ihe'ftegent  must; 
not*  l^e'ja  Comniissioner  of  Jhe  jCrpwn,  or  asort  of  Prime 
Minister, "as'  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  noblc; 
Lords-;  bu}  be  is  .the^eljes^  son  ,qf  the  Spvereign,  whom 
tlic  two  Houses  of  Parl'^gicat  JiOrvp  recurred  W,  as  the 
safest  and.  (he  niost  proj)cr^jpprsoii,  tQ  s)4iipbrt  tue  weight 
df  his  Roya!  father's  ^CrownV  wh.iqli  is.top  oeavjr  for  him, 
.  from  a  mom9ntary  indis^oji^oj^^' W^  wilf 'niost  fervently 
hope*.      /      .  ,   1,JV  ,    /    .' 

*  lie  is  *td  maintain  untouch ej«  all  ^Ijc  Rojiil.  prero- 
gatives, to  guard'  the  liberties,  of  the  j^ople,'  and  to  pre- 
vent both  nouses  of  Pa^llaihei|tV,fr6ra^  goi"g  istray,  in 
dpn.sec]uence  of  the  temporary  susjpefis^bb  of  the  magistracy 
of  Royalty,  How  can!  we'expe(;:t  such  an  Herculean  tasfc 
firom  the  Regent,  when  >ve  are,.coming  to  a  Resolution, 
which  would  sow  the  seeilv  for  a  combination  of  (be  House 
of  Lords  against  the  Crown,  and ^conseqyerit^  would  en-' 
courage  a  raction,  which  ttie  Regent  would  bot  Ix^  able  to 
{Counteract  ?  For  by  such  li  proceeding,  we  should  be  shutting 
the  dooris  of  the  llouse  ofrLoVds'to  the.^people,  ,arid  creating 
ourselves  one  great,  independent^  ofiitvpofexit  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  '  ,       \'^  ,^      •!'!   L  .; 

'With  such  an  imprcssipn,/ it  isj  impossible  forme   to 
admit  that  the,  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  .can  be  diticied« 


!• 


spw€^Rf  tbffl^^fr»^ljci^.wll^90lb^^  iq  the  Re^nt: 

and  at  Ine  saisi^  iime  to  contend  tnat  the  Regent  should)  never- 
tbel^^  ^fa|jjlejJo.c^TOr  ,/c^f^  a  Mf:qn^.  apjj  yiijporpqs  «9Vem« 
10^  fWirt|<^]>;fR^»jfrw;  !^^  4oo«*  *<»  ,an'.  mgwpienl,  that  if. 
^W^(M^V^^^W^^}ilflS  iW"^^^  *^  ^^^  CroWf  thatayo  nqt 
if\  .t|i/?i^^lye^  ^epcg^(y,io»Jl^e  eneno^jr  and  yrg^^r  of  Goy^ra- 

"fS9^te;  P«?r9ff^«f  >PVKk>5i»  ^ved^andiaigfet;  be 
abolished,  ^ince  the  Crown,  no  more  than  the  Regent,  oughti 

tojMi]oj:,pipj9gfi{jv^^atj?;i^e  admitM«^  "*  ^«^«^**^l 
and  adyantageous  to  the  Constituiip^*/' I  ^::  1  .  .    ) 

r,4f  it^effijfmifg^iiiffs^f}^  nec^.f6i;y .  to  4he,ftplendQur  and 
authorUx  flf  thfj  Cfpi^,  .they  i^ght,poit  to  be«Mspend^>^ 
evea.  for  a  ^ngle«,f^nxent.\     .,...'.  .      .    > 

.  "S^^fiat  jls.ipe  Qpn$|j|utional.a^  Crown  ?  It.i% 

the  common  Statiite  Lkw. 
.  i>Vbi?n,  and^^o.nrjii^l^  qf^tbetliree  E6tii(<%  was  assigned  the 

H?^^''  9|f '^^W'lfi'^^'^^f?^  To  theCrpwn  j  and  that  posRtit 

oflhe  Crown  is  derived  rrora  the  same  spufce,  frooi  whenoe. 

'Qi|r  Hou^jdei^fv]^  *its  powers  1  ,,  ^ 

.  Jt'js,  an  integral  part  .of  the.  poorer  of  the  people.     The^ 

ipqiDei(;i^tj..theiicfore,  we  ti^ke  from  the  Crown  the  power 

<^  b^ipwing  honours,  the  (!]!onstitution  ifi  no  longer:  .iho' 

same  as  fornied  and  handed  down  by  oui^*  aticestocB* 

^ /^be,  l^ijg .  po^jscsses  the  power  becau^  it  ia.  neeessaryr- 

U  la  sfo  if bfreut  right  in  the  Crown-^it  is  a  public  right, 

and  not  i  .personal  individual  righit^t    belongs  to  the 

][Cii^l^,j qfl^ce,  as.  oiie  of  the  Roy^l  . prerogative^  abso« 

lutety  necessary  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  the^ 

B^,  ,0^^t!be   people,,  a^d   therefore^  if  this  power  be 

necessary  '^the  King,  it  must  be  equally  qj^^essaiy  to  the 

ijTBi^g.  is' noi  doubt  tbiat  the  Koy^l  prerogative  of  graqtiiigt 
the  high^rdignity  a  subject  can  asp\re  to,  is  one  of  the  fir^lf* 
prlvil^^gesoj^  the  Crowii,  and  is  ^iven  for  wise  and  beneficial 
purposjes^T-for  tbe  advantage  ot  the  poopl&-^nd  those  wW 
9Xf^  lIiQ^  objects  pjT  government,  and  for  whose  benefit  aUr 

Epvcrpmehts  are^erei^ed,  .and^npt  for  any  aggrandiaDemeni  o^ 
enefit  of  the  Crown  itself.     *  .     .  ..% 

...Th]s.jie^n,of  th^  pjeiontiT^ .are  two:   the  one  to 
enabt^  (he.S6vereig;n,to.rewaca  merits  •and  U^  bestow  gmce  on 
the  deserving.    ..... 

» :T|^e  .^tfier  to  prevent  a.  combination  of  our  House, 
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>tlMi  itigAi  ^IMMMiHt  rttj  atttlMioe  of  ifle  Mmrdly  it» 

I  hwt  itof  tMnrit^  tfiy  liMh,  flMt  toy  simpk  dictyfet  ndt 
^pMkd  fhM Ili6llt»^if<.  iftbcM  Iwii  fdlWs  ehtfrg«d  iviih 
iht  utMIt  dutiM  of  ft  Khgj  h^  eiinttcit,  ft^  ttttoii  not  be 
cttitaikit  ftfi  liM^  f>Mh^tIvtt'^-Mft^  a  time  ffiny  eocoe  wheci 
llM  (fM(ti«n  ittajr  be  ftgiWed  \H  tetptid  io  ike  pdwor  o£tbe 
Ctmm. 

'  Uit^t  H  Mi  te  kfletWAifl*  «rid,  wlrtt  bUikM  fi^tkb 
Crown  isj^ioed  ip  the  ^ple  t 

Thbilt  for d  itiMieilt^  my  Lofdirj  iW  tb^  MdnAttsby  Ito^ld 
idrticl  K  tbe  jpotvff  of  itiiikme  p«Mi  hi  otie  H(AM  WM 
taken  from  the  Sprereign.  nhile  Ib^  Oihet  H6UM,  irfter' 
fta&ipii)ttfi  ifld  tivjisftig  M  to  iiieh  ditH),  UrM  16  imtlicit  6tit 
flttfaumoe  to  tob  the  So^i;!^  of  bit  p^fdrogtitW^  to  dissblte 

fti*'^tftle  (btift  the  idei^'of  fbe  pm^eri  dT tbe  King  from  tbe 
Monardhy t  huA  yon  wiH  ^ooo  feel  tbe  dcttdly  blow  wbicb  bftn 
mm  ^Uotd  ift  ihte  MOMMfcy^ 

My  Lordi,  if  it  were  ponibl^.  ittslea^  oft^tfikfiittnj^  tike 
fthfen  vf  tN  itd^f>  I  ikrdold  Miy,.lfaer  otighth>M'fai- 
onuMd,  <&r  eV^fy  6oW;rnkttefiij  which  fe  cnclfiting  but  «pO{i  ji 
Mtnentaify  eti^nty  rtinit  be  unnvpidiibly  wA  nntuftstty  Wcttke^ 
tban  that  whiefa  U  th  itsdf^ofii  permart«tit  llMtife.      '      .  ' 

Ntemtfy  ohitiivily  jufttii!(»  ottrtukin^  iAeiiMir»tO|;et<b^ 
tBhrd  BHtaie  AithAtHr  rindefficid^tly  fepit«enfed^,  otitW^ 
mft  ifot  anthoHsed  to  tn!i|ie  an  btipfop^r  W6rk«— We  ate  hdt 
ctltM  upon  to  drpAirt  from  the  itistahce  of  tbe  Cottstitotioo  t6. 
cMta  II  mtttitat«d  Toi^. 

^  Thine  are  not  iht  pTiticiplM  ioMltuted  by  out  %hdi^toV8--« 
w#  M^t  not  ^10  Mflkf  those  to  be  watitohly  chad^  at 
tbe  suggestion  of  cunning  o^  diprice^  in  order  to  abit! 
Iltt  piiriposei  if  r  temporary,  s^lf<oii«titYited|  oligartbJbafi, 

:  l<'or  if  wa  were  to  ^te  nmy  tbn«r  ifi<^btiouiAy  to  stidtf 
MteioNi^  we  might  be^hemiftcr  prevaUed  upbo  b>  sfti^ridco 
WBat  baft  boHi  agreeable  to  tbd  Wtsbes  aikd  tbe  taMe  of  tbe 

ftiiff»»f  enNi  thti  moit  Mltttury  and  tMflil  regoIhtioQft  6| 

centuries  past* 

AMibr  mo,  my  Lonk,  I  caniiot  left  any  ndvtuii&fe  froin  tbe 
tiahition  of  (he  CoMHution;  but  1  ftar  mncb  ttieb  sj^o- 
lative  trials  iD:iy  occasion  the  total  subversion  6f  tl. 
•  ll  b  not  ciMisitlMt  with  tbedutfet  Wftowe^  ettberto  the 


Smcfifn./if  1^)  tiie;  9#ppfey  t^  toy  #if pet ioumto  it -tach  «A 
aivuil  period,  or  to  initoAvm^^V^^V^  oFiIh*  oiHtiie^' . 
..  Jh  i^Atifp  w  JHii|MiHu«  ipii  Uw  Vijw^tm^y  piimfal  taid 
iir4^P«»f)lUii%4Nt  t^  dnmld.  lie  4epri^  of  liKiwebomfiti^ 
^rtiicji^  >pi9uJ4,bfs  ^Qifi^iswmfp^^  Afid  ^s^n^aitmi  lor  iht 

..  Tbe  Jleg^(.*ff  ^t|i4Uo»  wUl  ii»49fd'  te  (Hi9  of  .fAiofill. 
yM)l»*emiil^iMfe4,pQ9luij;i9  mow  ^Qfjrixftly  pfyM  of  Roj^l 

. .  It  ought  pw(«inl  J  imt  <p  {le  de|^v&^  ^  ill  4b»t  m  _ 
^  of  ill  ih^t  >  booourol^te  i  1IV9  onghi  not  to  rob  it  of  jdl 

tfaat  IB  cdlcutatecl  to  $hcw  as  the  kind,  geiijBrottSi  and  megm 
i;i|f^V4iipwiUiO'i  of  ^he  {ioyai  pewoiiiift«»  vho  }iis  'ffrea 
fiQ^dcsc^iW^^  Xq  Oisi^Qpt  (tf  tbiB  v^li^  ;Ohiii|pi»»  miA  its* 
i:rp(fediliffi(^alti^9  as  b«  im^  ptotid  to  oUonre  iftbii>aniiMr 
to  J^r  I{AK{Ul)ip9. 

I  oer^inly  shaU  109  wifb  f^^ifT^  moA  of  tbeM  iftatiMi 
gmxlt!^<panic|tl2|r^j  dial;  .911a  wbiob  4opriln9»  tfcf  BaMit 
of  .aUpfi9ii)g  hoppms,  ^9m  for  '«  iipitiid  lini8»  to  tbait 
wlio,  111  their  difierent  calls  and  situations^  tuure  n  olntim  to 
f«|i^^A4i4Uiction ;  for  merit  iiiiiMy  ^.uriie  id  iiU'iperiods^ 
end  equally  ciesecves  reward. 

.  Bw4e^  41^  aFoir^:prii|cipl9  m  wlii^  h  i$  dfldaMi  a 
p!iigmi,Q^i  to  be  iij>|ioinM  Mi  tt»M  betriiMidcboMe  bit 
{KMHiciit  ffW^^*  :^w.  tUt  4rer^  wuiietion  tf  peengd 
iMy  pierent  the  Regent  iroiiii  mai^nig  tb«t .  j|idl(sid^  iRmt 
'tifHff  > wlucb  ho  fnar  judge  mad  advaot^gep^s  aod  bcmficial 
){W  thtf  w^me  of  Ibe  countrj^. 

9x  ^^  9fotiug  my  opinldM,  {  ftel  (  %ttiotiog  m  • 
9wm  fcifod  to  my  counlryr-^^a  k  wurm  frifod  to  my  6om^ 
reign  find  Fatba*-'^  a  mian  fcwnd  to  tbol^riiM  of  Walai^ 
t^  brptber-^-'^md  a^  a  warmer  friend  to^ynsry  Iblfl^  dm 
JQii^bt  to  be  beld  sacced  i»  tlio  C^ipstitiitiov* 

I  certainly  have,  as  most  persons,  a  preference  for  a 
particular  art  of  mm^  but  upon  tbis  ^onyiatiom  tbal  the 
man  who  governs  ^be  country  best  and  anwt  adironAagttMM 
for  the  peoples  is  Xbe  Mtnkter  whom  I  ^ball  tbink  myidf 
boAlud  to  J9Jj||>|)ort. 

*Not  approving  of  the  measures  that  have  been  profmad^ 
I  ymtfi  lagsooat  tbem ;  coucrivin^  that  I  aiq  voiing  witb  Ihe 
jfiws  pf  9^^  pouatry,  ,on  ^  coovictipii  of  every  part  of  tbo 
miem  ^eiog  erroneous  and  d^'fective.  And,  tberafem,  J 
^(^l  .a  pride  and  ^^ktUf^ctiofi  in  what  I  am  d^ing,  aetther 
iiitunicfatcd  uor  ^arin^  for  siiu$t^r  bi&iwaii<^Mt  WiN«il  bavf 
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been  mlsehievotisly  propa^ted)  of  1h6  eitistence  of  a  feuitli 
Estate,  or  of  a  Gotlege  of  Princes. 

.  The  parpose  for  in^hieh  such  a  new  pbantom.'  has'  been 
conjurea  up  is  as  wrong  as  it  is  wicked,  since  it  islittempted^ 
in  so  critical  a  moment  as  the  pre^nt,  to  inflame thfe  mincls 
of  the  i^eople,  or  to  frigiiten  them  with '  ima^^inaty  dan^dli^ 
with  a  view  to  crush  more  eflectually  the  power  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  dishearten  the  honest  e:iLCTti6h$  of  the  Save* 
feiffn*8  relatives,  who  have  seats  as  Lords  bf  ^rliameiit  t 
and  who  are  at  least  the  natural,  if  not  the  legal  guar* 
dmns  of  the  interests  of  their  revered' Parent, 'whefi  tb^ 
Tioktion  of  the  laws  of  nature  is  one  of  the  revdlutiohflfrj^ 
cries  of  the  day. 

Such  persons  who  study  and  contrive  to  misrepresent  the 
oonslitutional  endeavours  of  the  R*)yal  Peers  'to  preserve  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  whole  and  entire,  deserve  thcfexekraH6ii 
of  the  country,  as  having  acted  with  a  species' bf  baseaess 
paralleled  to  the  highest  degree  of  human  depmvify.*  * 

The  Amendments  made  in  the  BiU  in  theComtdSttee  were 
read  by  the  Cleric,  anid  the  question  put  upon  eadrby 'thb 
Lord  Chancdlor^  '    '  '! 

The  Amendments  made  in  the  first  clause  were'  s^fetalhr 
agreed  to.  •    '  '    '    .'   N' 

1  On-  the  Amendment  in  the  second'  cbuse  respectinc^  the 


«Ty  Aonld  bb  necessary-  ^ 

Enrl  SIflfiAopf  suggested -a  doubt  ds'< 0.1  he  wo^tiety^'AjT 
the  word  "usual,"  as  by  an  .  accidertfcl  rnfrttali^i'n.  A'^ 
lignatnre  of  the  Regent  sin  instruftfcnt  ihi^t  bh  inviitidtffcd. 
Suppose  the  case  of  a  patent  bf  Peerage,  ^after  thfc^iod'ot 
the 'rc^rict ions,  was  the  .vtiHditJy'  bf  it  tobeendartgehiif  by 
an  accidental  error  in  signing  it  ?  Hv  thcrojht  it. would  ^b6 
better  to  leave  the  option  of  the  twb  siifnaturcs'  fi 'flic 
Regent.  •    ■  '  ■-^»'  ^  '  '••/'•'    ■  ••  -    - 

After  some  fnrthet  conversation,  the  original  aniendfnent 
made  in  the  Commit'tee,  was  adopied  and  jigreed'to. 

On  •  the  rootibn  of  the  Bart  of  LiVcr^^ol,  the  onth  iq  V 
taken  by  the  Regent  respecting  the  Church*  of'Scotland  ivas 
dmitted.  •  r 

'  iMrd  Grenville  rose,  in  purenance  of  the  notrce  he  Tfai 
given  on  a  former  night,  to  submit  an  Amendment  ib  their 
Lordships^  which  would  go  to  alter  the  duration  of  thd 
restrictions  on  the  Regent  from  twelve  to  six  ^nonChs, 
•ountiV^g  from  tlu?date  of  the  ptissing  of  the  pneieftt  Act. 
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It  was  not  neeeuary  tot  him  to  enter  much  at  length 
into  the  subject,  or  long  to  occupy  their  Lordriiips'  at* 
tention ;  for  the  arguments  lay  wiuiin  a  very  short  and 
narrow  compass :  nor  had  he  much  to  add  to  the  obwrva* 
tiobs^  he  had  made  on  a  fijrmer  night*  It  might  not  bf 
Improper,  however^  to  remind  their Xordships,' that  in  the  \ 

Bill  or  17899  there  was  no  limitation  in  respect  of  the  time  of 
Ifae  restrictions  imposed.  On  looking  back  to  the  Jpumalf 
of  the  House,  it  would  be  fouqd  that  a  diviMon  took  placf 
on  the  point)  whether  the  restricticms  should  endure,  for  ^ 
time  to  be  limited ;  those  who  supported  the  Bill,  of  whoo| 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  one^  contending  that  no  limitatioii 
was  required,  and  those  who  opposed  it  maintaining  thf 
contrtitry  opioioo.  Noir,  however,  he  was  of  opbion  witl| 
those  who  oWmght  in  the  present  Bill,  that  some  limitatioii 
of  time  should  be  put  to  its  enactments  $  and  he  formec| 
this  opinion  from  the  different  nature  of  the  circumstancey 
that  attended  the  sittack  of  the  malady  under  which  bif 
Majesty  rkm  laboured,  and  those  on,  the  former  occasion* 
On  the  first  attack  of  the  disorder,  there  existed  no  grounds 
from  which  a  probable  judgment  could  be  fatmei  of  that 
nature  or  duration  dT  the  malady.  Even  medical  ex* 
perience  and  information  could  furnish  few  materiab  from 
which  condnnims  could  be  dmwn  s.  but  at  present,  frcMn 
the  experience  of  what  had  taken  place  in.  se^ral  attacks^ 
there  existed  strong  grounds  for  cherishing  the  hope,  which  * 
none  would  be  more  unwilling  to  relinqubh  than  himself, ' 
that  the  malady  with  which  his  Majesty  was  afflicted  would  - 
be  but  of  short  dumtion.  The  reason  rorassigning  a  limited 
period  at  all,  was  founded  on  the  necessity  of  providing  for 
the  safety  of  the  country,  and  the  prec^  limits  to  be  given  id 
it  should  depejid|on  the  experience  which  they  had  of  the  past. 
Exp^ence  had  told  them,  that  there  was  a  period  within 
which  the  hope  of  recovery  might  be  strongly  entertained  ; 
and  oertainly  there  was  no  time  when  it  could  ^  be  pro-  . 
noniioed  that  his  Majesty's  recovery  was  despemte,  for 
while  there  was  life  there  was  hope.  Whether  the  time 
which' he  had  to  pr(>pose,  or  that  proposed  by  the  framers 
of  the  Bill,  was  the  most  reasonable,  it  would  be  forthci 
House  to  judge.  Being  compelled  to  fix  some  period,  on 
what  other  data  was  he  to  proceed,  but  on^bose  facts  which 
were  furnished  by  experience  ?  Let  their  Lordships  con« 
sider  the  time  within  which  the  former  recoveries  of  his 
Majesty  had  occurred.  Three  several  times  his  Majesty 
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had  been  aflKctixI  villi  a  diaonfer  similar  to  the  pieseat,  ia 
k9  nature,  itf  symptogiia,  and  ils  mogrcw ;  and  oh  i^m  he 
kwl  rocof  cved.  Hcncr  a  finroumle  omrn  ws  derived  Son 
fttHica  oxfMlatiDO.  At  no  tiine  had  the  dnmtMni  of  tiio 
vmladj  la9(Q4  beyond  fiiur  snsnlks..  Tile  duraHoaof  4iMi 
f fit  atUck  wiMi  wooidcd  in  the  Jourmih  of  PdrlianKnt. 
What  it«  pwcme  dvmtioB  was  in  tite  orlier  two  caac^  ho 
covdd  not  noar  pietend  to  state,  tluMMfli:*  B^onth  a|^  he 
thoHfrbl  bo  covM  liavpe  been  abla  k>  deolnrc .  k ;  but  fiom 
tbe  oiicofnaiancas  Ihait  bad  transpired  ia  a  lata  dobatev  bo 
moil  now  bs  undtrstond  to  speak  of  the  doratioi)  of  the 
KHadc  40  liiOl  wiik  gmai  doubt  and  hesitation:  (Hear I 
ie^ri)  but  Mill  tbrr«  couid  be  no  d<mbt  tfaaA  tlie  fimt  attack 
ira^  l^e  loii|j;«ot;  and  the  pby^cians  bad  ufianimoUsly 
Itatsd  lliat  no  one  ntlack  had  lostad  beyond  lour  moaihs. 
triieir  LQid»ki{)s  bad  not  iioen  told,  t\^i  the  paescol  case 
difiived  in  its  nature,  symptoniK,  and  nr(^ef%  froia  any  of 
the  ibnai^r^  and  bence  be  would  deanoe  tiie  probab^ty 
that,  ii  rrooiAery  took  pkoe  at  all,  it  would  noi.iie  extended 
heyuiid  the  period  within  wiiiofa  it  bad  liuppity  taken  ptnoo 
ill  fomer  instaprea. 

.  This  also  appeared  to  he  the  judgment  of  his  Majesty's 
physicians,  ne  had  looioed  buck  at  tlieir  .esamiBation ; 
lusd  had  found  thai  three  out  of  the  five  spoke  io  stroo^r 
Unn$  of  the  prol>abiUty  of  recovery  witbinthe  period  wliea 
it  had  fonnerly  oocurn^K  This  was  partieulariy  the  laa^ 
guage  of  Dr.  W  iUls,  who,  withooA  speaking*  at  all  invi* 
.  4mifAy  of  tbe  other  most  respectable  geatleiaen,  had  en^ 
joyed  far  suverioradvantagcs  of  expcrioioe  in  that  paiticular 
malady.  Wht^  Dr.  Reynolds  was  asiccd  bi^  opinion  as 
to  the  probable  duration  of  his  Majesty's  compiaint,  bis 
answer  wa^,  ^^  that  if  recovery  slioula  be  protracted  beyond 
the  usual  period,  his  oonidence  would  be  coosideraUj 
dimiiiisibod* '  This  wes  the  substance  of  the  opinion  on 
which  he  (Lord  G)  founded  the  proposition  h&  had  ta 
submit.  Despair  of  ubinui^.  recovery  would  not  in  swcb 
Cfine  bn  produced,  but  eonideucc  would  be  diminished. 
Dr.  BsiUie  again  liad  said,  that  wlten  he  considpred  the 

Erogrcss  of  th^  present  attack,  he  thought  it  not  unlikdiy  to 
ist  longey  than  some  of  the  precedtog.  The  noble  Uini 
then  proceeded  to  cite  aiid  coniinent  npon  the  opiilioos  of 
Doctors  Heberdcn  and  Hal  ford  on  the  same  pobt  i  but  bo 
particularly  called  the  attentioo  of  the  House  to  thai  of  Dr. 
Willis,    the  answer  of  Dr.  Willis  wns>  «'  that.he  shoukl 
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QeHaialy  beg:in  i<i:l4Mre  ^rvorjr  uirftivoumble  opkiMiii  of* 
reooyery«  jf  tht;  period  of  reCoVery  iti  (broier  attacks  shoiilil 
pato  by;"    Qo  these  grounds  be  (Losd  G»]  would  reat  tho 
aii|eitdment  ^bich  li<e  bad  to  propose. .  li  wQ8y  that  tba 
BQBtMGtHiftf  «boiild  last  for  a  period  of  siJ?  montbs)  Qoanting 
ftrnn  the.Ut  of  I^cbraary  n^ct,  about  which  time  it  wan 
likely  that  the  Bill  would*  pass ;  \Yhich  wonld  gtvd  in  all  a 
period  of  mne  moath  from    the  comm^noement    of  tbd  • 
maiadj,  being  considerably  move  than  double  of  any  other' 
period  ^itbin  which  recovery  took  place,    if  mtiun  that  i 
period  there  was  borecovery)  then  the  hopes  of  amendment 
4aUst  be  lesa  confident*  and  all  restriction  on  the  £x6Cutire 
po^er  ought  lo  expire. 

Before  be  sat  down  he  hardly  thought  it  nccoisary  to* 
guard  himself  agaifiat  that  vulgar  and  despicable  id^^i 
H^bich  had  b^n  insiniiatpd  elsewhere^  of  bei^g  loss  actuated 
than^be  OjO^dU  to  be  with  becoming  feelings  of  delicacy  and; 
icspeot  tot^rda  his  Sovereign.     If  such  a  i^harge  woe  oolr 
otteniptiBd  in'  any  quarter,  he  must  Tcroind  tlieir  Lordshipa' 
that  etery  such  ^cliarge  was  equally  cogent  aad«  foi^ibte 
agsiinsttbose  whopropo^d  twelve  months.    {Hear  I  h^arl) 
It  was  agreed  on  alt  bandsy  that  ^me  Uifiit.  t^ust  be  fljutd  ;; 
and  tbeotity  question  was,  which  of  tlie  two  perioda'  pro< 
posed*  tvaa  most  consonant  to/ai^t^^  to  rpecU^ail.eirfMfficfiGey'    . 
to  sound  feasoning,  and  judicious  cledii^tidfr^    But  Uieiti 
wail  one^rgumentagiaitist  the  amendmeatf  tfhich  hia^bQiddir 
flow  anticipate :  and  that  was^  its  bein^;  d^iiuble  thai  Piu^ 
Uament  shduhi  be  sitting  at  the  clo^e  of  il}^  restriotiaiM^ 
and  the  probability  of  its  rising  before  the  1st  of  Aogust- 
Thta  appeared  to  him  quite  an  unfounded  idea ;  for  afi>f 
man  who  looked  at  the  stat^  of  the  publip  business,  musC 
be  sanguine  iodeedy  if  he  believed  that,  while  the  Regencjl 
eoukl  not  commence  till  F^ruary^  the  puUii;  businesa 
could  be  brought  to  a  close  before  the  eml  of  Jiiiy».   Ho 
should  conclude  witJi  moving,  that  instead  of  the  words 
''February,  1812,"  the  words  ''  August,  181V  be  iar 
serted« 

Lard  Sidmouth  opposed  the  amendment  at  considembie 
length,    lie  obsefveti,.ttaat  both  the  restrictions  a^  their 

St»))oscd  duration  wore  founds  on  the  opinion  thai  bb 
ajestyV  illness  would  be  only  tempprary ;.  while  tbejr 
were  both  to  cease,  should  the  probabllUv  of  thaf  event  M 
greatly  diminished.  His  noble  friend  had  said,  that  in  Aha 
ustanoe  of  his  Majesty's  illness  in  1789,  these  wa»  m 
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experioice  to  gaide  Parliament,  and  that  therefore  the* 
reitrictibm  bad  no  limit  affixed  to  tbem.    This^  hoverer,^ 
he  must  deny,  for  it  was  reooided  on  the  Joamab  of  the 
House,  as  the  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  Willis,  vbo  had  the 
greatest  experience  in  such  maladies^  that  the  greater  part' 
of  hb  patient!^  afiected  similarly  to  his  Majesty  recovered 
within  eighteen  months;    that  from  three  to  fifteen  or 
righteen  months  was  the  general  period  within  which  reco- 
very might  be  expected.    This  was  the  opinion  of  a  moat 
Experienced  physician ;  afid  therefore  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  solid  grounds  for  adopting  the  period  mentioned 
ia  the  Bill.  The  period  of  twelve  months  came  recommended 
to  him,  not  only  because  it  was  founded  on  experience,  but 
because  it  would  afford  a  better  opportunity  for  Ptarltaroent 
using  its  discretion,  whether  the  rrstrictions  should  be  con* 
tinoed,  or  at  once  put  an  end  to.    His  noble  friend  had 
expremd  his  opinion,  that  if  recovery  did  not  take  place 
within  six  months  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  the  matter 
was  so  hopeless,  that  all  restrictions  at  once  should  cease. 
On  this  he  differed  from  his  noble  friend ;  though  he  was 
extremelv  glad  he  had  said  nothhig  c^  commencing  the 
period  from  the  1st, of  November,  which  in  lact  would 
have  left  onlv  about  eight  or  nine  weeks  after  the  passing  of 
ibo  prrsent  Bill.    The  noble  viscount  then  proceeoed  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  evidence  given  by  the 
physicians  on  the  subject  of  hislMajesty's  illnes*    On  their 
answers  his    Lordship  commented    at  great  length;  and 
from  the  whole  drew  these  conclusions — ^that  his  Majesty's 
vecovery  was  probable,  but  that  the  period  was  uncertain— 
that  the  continuance  of  the  malady  would  best  be  judged  ot 
from  the  symptoms-— and  that  even  the  continuance  of  if 
beyond  the  usual  period  of  convalescence  would  not  destroy 
the  probability  of  recovery :  on  all  these  grounds  he  must 
oppose  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Ccroentry  briefly  declared  that  he  was  in  fa- 
vour of  the  amendment. 

TKe  Marquii  of  Stafford  also  supported  the  amendment ; 
-and  in  doing  so,  he  did  not  conceive  himself  to  act  inconsis- 
tently with  the  principles  which  determined  his  conduct  in 
the  year  1789.  At  that  period  he  supported  the  Bill  which 
was  brought  in  b  v  that  truly  great  man^  the  right  hon-  Wil- 
liam Pitt,  for  whose  inemorv  he  felt  the  greatest  respect. 
But  circumstances  hadjilterecl  materially  since,  and  the  ar» 
nD0C30eat  which  was  then  best  suited  to  the  existing  stats 
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of  afiaiiB  might  be  extremely  exceptionable  at  present.  The 
spirit  of  the  restrictions  of  1811  was  sa  different  from  that  of 
the  antecedent  period,  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  clause 
as  it  stood. 

If  Lord  Eldon  observed,  that  it  was  extremely  desirable  the 
question  pat  by  a  noMe  baron  (Lord  Grenville)  should  be 
accurately  stated.    The  noble  Lord  had  founded  the  greater 
part  of  bfs  argument  upofi  a  supposed  declaration  of  hb 
(Lord  Eldon's),  respecting  the  period  to  which  the  limita- 
tion of  the  restrictions  was  to  continue.    All  that  he  meant 
to  say,  and  what  he  did  say  on  a  former  debate  was,  that  in 
his  opinion  it  was  of  no  consequence  whether  the  restric- 
tions were  calculated  from  the  1st  jof  November,  or  the  date 
of  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  He  never  stated  any  other  opinion 
on  the  subject.    It  was  now  necessary  for  him  to  advert  to 
something  that  had  fiillen  from  a  noble  earl,  (Lord  Qrey,} 
en  a  former  evening.    He  regretted  that  the  noble  Earl  was 
not  present  (Lord  Grev  entered  the  House  shortly  after)  ta 
bear  hb  reply  to  the  charge  so  preferred.    He  understood 
the  noble  Earl  to  have  accused  him  of  having  performed 
certain  actj,  connected  with  the  office  he  hek]>  in  hb  Mx^ 
jesty's  name,  while  hb  Sovereign  was  in  an  incapable  state. 
He  would  again  repeat,  that  he  challenged  the  roost  minute 
inquiry  into  those  transactions.     What  he  did^on  those  . 
occasions,  he  did  in  concurrence  with  and  with  theappmba*  . 
(ton  of  all  hb  colleagues  i  and  he  would  have  actra  as  he 
did,  though  he  had  even  diffisrad  from  every  maH  among 
diem.    He  would  even  go  farther ;  and  he  would  say,  that 
acting  conscientiously,  so  help  him  God,  he  could  not  have 
icted  otherwise  than  he  did..    What  was  the  nature  of  the 
crime  imputed  to  him  ?    Why  tbb,  that  he  had  acteil  in. 
obedience  to  hb  Majesty's  commands.    He  would  ask  the 
noble  earl  (Grey)  what  he  would  have  thought  of  him,  if 
he  had  refused  to  do  so ;  and  what  kind  of  crime  he  would 
iropote  t6  those  who  disobeyed  hb  Majesty's  oomnuinds? 
With  respect  to  the  accusation  which  had  been  made  over 
and  over  again,  as  to  the  certain  prospect  of  hb  Majesty's 
speedy  recoyery,  he  would  now  repeat,  what  he  had  stated 
as  often  as  the  charge  was  preferred,  tnat  he  never  held  out 
any  such,  hopes  to  the  House.    He  stated  from  hiinself,  as 
from  a  person  ignorant  of  the  medical  profession »  hb  oonfi* 
dent  expectations  of  hb  Bfajesty*s  recovery  within  a  reason- 
fible  time.    This  was  a  species  of  disorder  as  to  which  he 
bfd  little  ^confidence  in  the  opinions  nf  physicians.    If  all 
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tbe  'phyticwiB  cm  ewrtfa  were  to  tell  liim  that  bia  Majesty't 
leaaveiy  wmild  be  speedy,  he  would  not  helieve  them. 
Vpoa  the  sane  gitninds  were  they  to  declare  that  his  Ma^ 
jwty's  recovery  would  not  be  speed  Vj  he  would  be  equally  in- 
OMQlom.  1  be  vestoimtion  o£  the  9of  erei^  to  the  full  cxer« 
of  hit  mctilni  powcfB  depended  ttpon  other  caases  thon 
meiiical  aid«  In  the  lan^fUB^  oftheScripturei,  if  it 
[.the  pleasure  of  God  that  ^^  tliere  should  be  li^lit"^  in 
the  Royal  an  indy  **  let  there  be  light/*  He  would,  however, 
sndectahe  in  assert,  ^^  that  there  ivas  a  most  material  amend* 
fluent  id  bis  Majesty  ;*?  aad  having  said  this,  he  wonid  say  no 
flafiie«  As  to  the  aimendment  proposed  by  the  noble  Baron^ 
Ihe  object  of  which  was  to  limit  tite  duration  of  (iie  restrict 
tsoos  $»  the  Isi  of  Aus^st,  it  arose  ant  of  the  principle  that 
tfieitt  wtpe  to  be  restrictions.  Now  as  the  noble  Havon  ad* 
mklid  tlie  principle,  he  could  not  comfirchend  why  he  eon* 
Imded  with  such  unrelentini;  posiiiveness  for  the  limited  do** 
mtimiyand  declared  a  montn  a^o,  that  nothing  should'  ht- 
.  4i>os  him  to  vote  for  thvir  coniinuanc^e  beyond  six  months. 
Thm  appeared  to  him  an  irresistible  argument  against  tlie 
eeasinit  of  the  restrictions  at  that  period  ;  and  it  was  this, 
Ihat  Parliament  wouM  aot  be  then  sitting.  It  was  on  many 
aarotmts  extnsrooly  desirable,  that  both  Houses  shoukl  be 
sMtinG^  when  tlie  Bill  now  under  consideration  should  expire* 
With  tr^rd  to  the  observations  made  bv  the  noble  Earl  at 
Ae  eDnclusion  of  hts  spcc^ch  in  a  late  debate,  he  wonkl  re- 
peat wliat  he  hod  bctbre  declarod^  that  he  would  shrink  ' 
inm  no  inquiry  info  his  conduct  on  the  occasion  aitudcd  to. 
Me  lad  acted  apon  his  conscience,  and  to  the  best  of  his 
Mgnieat*'  His  conduct  would  be  the  same  on  this  occatiois 
lie  vra»kl  act  upon. bis  oat h^  m  despite  of  tlie  opposition  of 
all  the  weiid.  His  opinion  was»  so  help  hira  Qod,  that 
Ibeie  wa8>8  most  niaXeriai  amendment  in  his  Majesty.  It'wna 
l^tle  mon^tban  forty-eight  liours  since  hehad'atiopportufiity 
ef ftsesrtaining  this  improvement  in  his  Majesty;  and  he 
SiusKsd  in  God  that  his  gracious  Master  would  live  many 
yeifRi'tobe,  as  be  bad  always  beai,  the  beitefiicior  of  bis 
subjoets. 

£mi  GrYjr.«^My  lords^  there  is  one  point  in-  which  I 
fally  agrte  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  has  just  sal 
down  ;  it  is  in  tlieimportanoe  of  the  subject  we  arc  now  dts^ 
cussing,  and  on  the  magnitude  of  those  doties  which  yovr 
lordshipgaie now  called  op(m  to  discliaige.  'My  opmioa^ 
fipauded.as  1  think  upon  contnttutionai  principles^  aiid  stip^ 


pQrifid,  ^  I  trust  tp  pn9ve,  by.  sodnd  do^q,  Isy IhaijitMi 
canaot,  ^iiboot  (l«i^!:iQr  and  iniiMry  to  tba  mortardijr  Uiiri^ 
^)d  of  jCQiur^e  lQ;lbe  Tieigmng  Srwdrf^k^,  for  wjbom  the.oobit 
fiod  learned  Lord  profiirsM  sucli.t^JBcciion,  limit  aadabrid^ft 
tbose  prerogatives  of  tJieXyrown,  "which^.beii^:  xrestfid  triMii 
j^Ktrlio  bea^fit  of  tlie  peojde,  are  attfiobed  ioi  Uie^oj^be  oil 
not  to  tlie  peiBOfi*  (Hfor^  hear  \)    To  ibis  part /of  4lie^ali« 
ject  I  shall  kt\  U  horeaflfer  vny  duty  (o  taqiiifv  bmiig  atthia 
lODiiKOi  anxiova  to  adreri  to  the  aillasibna  made  i^  Hm 
learnfd  Lord  on  tb'c  tnterprctilioB  MfbUb  ttyself  ^aad  ukj 
9oble  friend.  <Gi^enville>aFa<6«|>f)psed  4o  have -made  mpo^ 
certajla  ex  preaBioiws  of  b  ia.   The  noble  and  iearoed  Juof  d  naap* 
firsts  loiudlyy  I  trust  siocerely,  bia  dotermimtion  Uypesnonti 
his  dtttiesat  every  risk*   I \\m,.my  kN[ds, not  disptified  to  in* 
dulge  in  profeissioas, 'though  I bofte  tliat  inovery  oocimmaa 
of  mylife,  I,  have  at  loast  .evinced  Uie  incUaationto  aetopes 
the  comriction  of  my  dutyt  and  booeslly  to  adhere  to  ii^.^iSH 
daunt^  by  difficnityr  and  uiichedood  by  approhenaioasoif 
peissonftl  misrepresefitaiioa.   (If^^rf  hear  I)    Timt  Ibe.  of 
duty  I  shall  si rictly  observe  towards  hini— ^ktermioed  ihait 
neither  bi^  ajg^tation  or  his  fears  dmll  detei  me  6dobi  usnigm* 
ixig.bm^  if  i  sliaU  fiad  him  guiUy  of  what  I  caanot  oosisUef 
as  less  tl>an  Treason  itself.    The  nobte  and  kaxaec^  hied 
(Ekloo)  asks,  wba^  is  the  designation  of  that  cjtottv^&i^ 
jpabUcservaayt  viould  commit  ia  reAisif^  to  obey  the  just 
pommaiiiis  of  his  Sovereign  ?    I  aokootvtorlge  that  wMiM  foe 
treiv^oH  IQ  the  SovercJgu  ;  but  with  my  ansnerto.thalapped^ 
1  Ix'g  kavie  to  cottple  aootlmr  qnestkHi-^What,  I  ask>  wonhl 
be  tue  character  of  liis  oSenof#.  wtra^  knowim^  hiafiovneigii 
to  b^  actually  at  the  time  incompetent-*ivho,  ui  thelbii  con»  , 
viction  of  his  notorious  and  avo%ved  incapacity,  shmild  cone 
here,  and  in  the  name  and  under  the  preiexiof  hialCajosty's 
commands^  put  the  Royal  seal  to  acts  vibich  coaid  not  bo^ 
kgnl  without  his  Majesty's  full  and  complete  acqutescet>ce  ?' 
— What,  I  a*^k,  tiould  be  the  crimeof  that  man  who  should 
venture  to  take  such  a  course  ?     i  pronbmjce  his  offence  to 
be  i4?ea$(Hi  ajgainst  the  CooiKtittttion  and  the  country*  (Hear, 
bfor^  hear  /)— The  noble  and  Icoroed  Lord  complins  of 
much  inisreprcseotatiofi  of  what  had  fhWen  from  him  in  a 
former  debate,  rekiUve  to  the  little  conseqnence  whether  thcsft^ 
iimitntio;»soii  the  Regent  were  to  b^dated  fmm  thefirst  of  No-^ 
vemher  last,  or  trom  the  present  period.  Did  anyone  ii»pate 
to  the  notilc  and.  learned  iiord  any  improper  or  ambifuoos 
q^eaning  which  these  cxpre^skHis  seemed  to  coavey  ?    yV  hat» 
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It  the  proof  of  hii  being  mkrepveMnted  ?    Let  thefleexpres* 
•ions  be  fkiAj  ooatideredy  amL  what  will  be  the  just  and  t^i- 
timirte  bferenoe  ?    Was  he  to  be  declared  wrong  becaose 
lie  thought  thai  he  was  prompted  to  make  such  a  statement 
upon  the  ftrong  impression  tnat  he  entertained  of  his  Ma* 
joty's  speedy  recovery  ?  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  might 
deny  the  validity  ot  oor  reasons ;  he  may  challenge  the 
itrf&gth  and  propriety  of  oar  inference :  bat  I  must  confess 
that  I  cannot  admit  the  jostioe  of  his  complaint)  when  he 
charges  us  with  misrepresentation*    If,  howercr,  the  inter* 
pretation  then  pat  npon  these  expressions  was  not  correct,  I 
own  I  am  at  a  loss  even  now  to  gness  at  their  real  meaning. 
.  Notwithstanding  all  the  rant  of  Uiii  night,  it  is  just  as  nnin* 
tdligible  as  it  was  befere«    I  did  not,  s^ys  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  give  the  opinion  imputed  to  me ;  bat  I  will 
lell  you  immediately  what  was  my  meaning  when  I  used 
the  expression,  that  to  me  it  was  of  no  consequence  whether 
the  restrictions  of  the  Regent  were  to  commence  from  th^ 
first  of  November  last>  or  from  the  present  period.     Having 
repeated  his  former  words,  oile  should  have  expected  the 

Kimised  explanation ;  but  here  again  we  find  the  noblt 
rd  rest  satisfied  witR  an  assertion,  that  no  such  interpreta-* 
tion  IIP  was  put  upon  his  statement,  ought  to  have  been  im- 
puted^o  him.  He  then  proceeds  to  give  another  opinion, 
which,  considering  the  source  from  whence  it  proceeds,  and 
thesnbiect  to  which  it  applies,  is  not  a  little  extraordinary. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  says  that  he  can  place  littlevalue 
and  pay  norespecttothejudgmcntof Physiciunsiouching  his 
Majesty's  speecly  or  remote  recovery.  Surely  he  cannot  forget 
that  jBuch  was  not,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  noble  Lora^s 
conviction.  He  cannot  forget  that  he  himself^  in  his  place 
in  that  House,  grounded  a  proposition  which  be  offered  to 

Jour  Lordships'  attention,  upon  the  very  report  of  these 
liysicians,  wnose  opinions  are  now  treated  with  to  touch 
seeming  disrespect.  The  noble  Laid  then  had  his  confident 
expectations  of  his  Majesty's  recovery,  because  the  Physi- 
cians who  were  in  attendance,  and  who  bad  attended  him  on 
his  former  indisposition,  saw  in  his  theastatenll  the  symp^ 
toms  of  approach  towards  recovery,  and  none  of  the 
symptoms  wUichindicate  the  delay  of  recovery.  (Heary  hearl) 
1  am  surcl  most  willingly  give  the  noble  and  learned  l4ord 
full  credit,  that  he  would  not  have  made  these  assurances  to  > 

Jour  Loniships,  but  under  the  strong  impression  that  he  be» 
evcd  them  to  be  true.    However  irfoconcibible  with  bi^ 


I^rfocj,  heaMn'cSrife' of  these  icruplis  r^UttVe'to  the  earlir  re-^ 

hetxf\)    '     >    '  '^  '  '. 

'  !m  .IJ/rHT/i(^celliir  s|>6ke  to  orcfer,  And'  iikiftS  ihit 
He  xAfcst  st*liol|sTy.av6ided  giving  4ity  sued  opinion; 

'  £flr/  Gjre^i — ^With  every  respect  for  the  noble  t<pifd*s  as^ 
shtion,  I  n\n^  itjll.jpersftvere  ip  my  staf^mejit,  and  appeal 
for  lis  justice  to  tpfetecolleiition  of  your  Lprdships.  (Heary 
hear!)  Your  Lordj^iip^  canridt  fbrt>;et  ih^i^ xxpoA  the  occa.«» 
sion  atTudeil.to,  ^h'e  noble  and  ^rpr^d  Lord  not  oi*ily  f()un(led( 
kb  pfopbsal  itpQn  tUe  statement  of  i!bfi  physicians,  but  aci* 
tiialW  drfew,"  iri  ord(*  to  be  ({\\\j  correct,  th'a  verjr  ^>rds.  of 
tlic  physiciany'fr^mhU  plckrlet. .  And  J[  liea  id  a$k  youi| 
Lordshfps,  whietlier  It  was  not  in  die  full  c0A6dence  of  the 
fUtOng  hopes  whic^  these sta|/6inents  tonVeyed,  that  the  mo^ 
flon  of  an^other  adjouranv^t,  as  proposed  by  the  n6ble  And 
feamed  Lord,  was  ticcjuiesccd  in  by  this  House?  ,  (Hear] 
kemhi)  Whence  tMs  new  li^iX  has,b^n'  inipnrfed,  whiclj' 
nqw  le^ds  bim  to  .treat  with  disregaid  that  authority/  wt^icK 
ifome  short  time  past  he  so  highly  vafaed,  I  am  at  k  toss  to 

d!sc6fer.  .    ;  '  ^       •      ■'     \     '  •  '*> 

*  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  this  night  comttfti'nicatecl 
t6  i^e  Hdi^sei  that,  to  tijtp  best  of  his  judgrtifcnt,  a  maf^riat 
Atnendnient  has  talieri  pRace  in  bL;  Mijesfy's  stafe.  Most 
ftnxiotis  as  I  am  to'hcar  of  the  restoration/of  tiiy  Sovereign* 
w'hether  from  the  agkatetl  fccllh^  of  t^e  noble  and  learnetf 
hordj  or  fVoip  hJs  uo  dishonest  bias  oh  thcs  subject,  before  I, 
«in  be  salisfiw,  I  must  have  o\h«r  evidence.  Qlfear^  hear !) 
^ost  particubtfy  after  the  experience  which  this  Bouse  and 
tfce  Country  has  had  of  the  value  of  such  tej^timofiy  on  formed 
dcbisions.  Jfhe  opinion  which  we  liave  bad  thfe  nighl,.  U 
far  to  be  remembered,  n*sls  not  on  the  authority  of  the  Phyj 
ificians*  but  solely  oit  the  nobte  Lord*s  own  jada;rti6nt.  I 
aikVini,  my  Loros,'is  he  qualified  (o  pronounce  ajbdifi 
iiiefii  upon  the  sh'6rl  conveWjatibn  which  he^miiiljt  hAve  had 
4^H  his  W[ajc$ly?.,lf  fliat  md^tnortl  ^hich  hi« ba& given"^  i| 

1b  be  the  ground- work  of  iny  Parliameiitary.  proceeding,  I 
botild  feel  it  rhy  duiy  to  ex^iminb  tli«  iiob(e  m^  learnecjf 
L(*a.  I  would  then  puUhisqueStidn-rdoyb\ibnlld  thfejiilgl 
n^tnt  you  have  formed  upou  any  cursory  convenl|ition  wbictj 
fbtftaighi  hfive  hid  with  his  Majesty — 0/  haVeyOu,  in  voiir 
frttfervieiV,  a(lverted  to  that  topic  Whiibh  has  Ipeen  cousidere<l| 
tlie  cause  of  his  Majesty's  dehision  ?  \V'ithourthls  criteri^Oi 
Vol.  L— 1811.  4P 
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lecoYery  CRimot  h^  pronouniced  by  an  j  zoan,  Goy^my  Lords, 
into  any  of  Oif^se  reccpiaclos  of  human  inOrniity,  and  you 
will  finu  unhappy  persons,  in  the  i?orst  stAle/of  that  afflicting 
malady  with  which  our  Sovereign  is  alfrcfed,  who  t«  appear- 
ance are  in  perfect  possession  of  their  facultitsoa'alLotfier 
subjects,  until  from  any  cause  whatever  their  tma^nalion 
wanders  to  that  object  whence  their  insanity  has  sprun^;;-^ 
Indeed  (here  are  cases  Ufion,  record,  of  persons  in  the  wor&t 
stai^eof  that  calamity,  the  latent  cause  of  )»hase  disease  Phy- 
sicians have  not  been  able  (o  perceive,  and  have  from  such  - 
ijg^norance  certified  a  recovery,  which  a  short  interval  of  time 
proved  to  be  delustvic  God  grant,  oiy  Lov^,  that  the 
recovery  of  our  most  Gracious  Sovereign  shall  be  complete 
imd  perfect !  Without  evidence  that  it  is  so,  I  sliall  never 
be  satibfied.  IJntil  your  Lordships  haye,  by  unquestionalMa 
proofs,  established  tne  Royal  competcitrv,  if  you  are  firm 
in  your  duties,»you  roust  not  allow  the  Royal  Sceptre  to  he 

f;rasped  by  other  hands,  and  the  Royal  authoritv,  which  is 
nseparable  from  the  moral  capacity  of  the  i^iog,   to  be 
assumed  and  exerci^ed  by  other  persons. 

The  noble  Lord  has  repcatealy  told  this  House  that  he 
will  not  at  present  stoop  to  give  any  explanation  of  his  con* 
duct  on  former  occasions  simitar  to  the  present ;  but  that  if 
any  one  shall  think  fit  to  insiitute  an  inquiry  into  that  con* 
duct,  he  will  not  shrink  from  it.     This  is  a  vain  boast*  The 
nobie  Lord  must  know,  that  if  such  an  inquiry  is  brought 
forward,  he  cannot  shrink  from  it.     I  mninta in,, however, 
that  it  does  appear  in  evidence  that,  both  in  ISOi  and  ]80i, 
the  King's  name  was  used  in  acts  that  could  not  be  pc^rformedL 
without  the  Royal  assent  and  coiicurrente ;  when  we  haye  it 
in  evidence  that  the  King  was  Inbouring  under  an  indisposi* 
tion  of  a  nature  exactly  simifar  to  the  present.     In  the  j'ears 
1801  and  IS04  we  know  that  Councils  wen*  held,  and  Mem* 
bers  were  sworn  in,  at  a  time  when  his  Majesty  was  in  a 
complete  state  of  mental  incapacity.  On  tjie  iTth  of  March^ 
^neasures  df  the  most  important  nature — measures  in  which 
the  interests  of  the  countiy   were  vitally  concerned,  took 
place..    Expeditipns  were  fitted  out  \  and  wcknow  from  the 
evidence  laid  Before  your  Lordships,  that  on  the  14th  and 
I5th  of  March  the  King  fell  into  a  paroxysm  whicti  con* 
iiuued  during  several  days.     So  much  with  regard  to  180I. 
In  1804^  a  noble  Viscount  (Lord  Sidmouth),  when  asked  ia 
another  House  if  there  was  any  suspension  of  the  Koya( 
iuuctionsj  said  that  ther^  was  no  suspepbion ;  and  wbea 
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{'  )re^ecl.  a.  iitUc  fwffjieron  the  subject^  be  afterwards  shifted  a 
li fie,  'ami  said  .t|i?it  tl^rie  w^  no  lu'ccssair  siispeniion,    Thje 
.pomt  .Lord  on  (he  ^xpolsack  ^Iso  thought  nt  to  make  a  8uitabi||e 

dccjsir^tibnlto  this  Hojuse.  No>¥  it. appears,  ontbeeyid^pceqf 

!&r.HeT)chleh,  that  hislVTajesty  was  at  this  periodin  a  state  of 
^i9eQtal,iii<^p$ici^«      He  started,  that  from  the  12th  of , F^- 
^  'Wuary,  1801,  tpthe^Sd  of  April  following,  wheil, he  ^^^ 

that  his  Mhjesty  presined  at  a  CQun(5iU  be  was  in  ^ttendaQqe 
^on  him,'ann.)iQ  consid<?re(l  (he  duration  of  the. Kings's  iliiiew 
"^olitiVeextended  from  the  I3tli,]^eluiiary  totheSJdof  Apr^. ' 
'Tills  is  ^be  statement  of  Dr.  Hebcrden.     In  that  interval  wife 
'  Know  Uiat  several  acts  took  place  which  recjuired  the  Ro3'^i    ' 
^interposilioh.     Oh  the  9lh  of  March,  a  Commission  und^ 

hik  Sign  Manual  was  passed  ;  oh  the  IStb'of  March,  ,thfi 
'Royal  Assent  was  giVon  to  several  Bills  ;  and  jail  these  toQ^c 
*t)!ace  at  a  time  ^hen  Dr.  Hebcrden  states  bis\  Majesty  w«s 

mbourin^l'  under /a  menial'  incapacity.  I  oelieve  that  tKe 
•ilobte  Lord  would' not  haVe  staled  what  he  dijd  (9  your  Lord* 
'iinips,  without  his  b^lieVing  in  the  truth  of  it  ;  but  will  tt^ 
^;Hbuse  indiirc  it  ?  '  Will  you  su(fe^  the  highest  office  of  ti)e 
^ l(lirg's.  prerogative  to  be  cxiecuted  in  his  nanie, '  when  you 
-l^ve  it  in  evidence,  that' he  was  then  unfit  to  discharge  aa^ 
^  bf  the  Rdjj'kl  functions  ?   '^  .  .     , 

'  'j[  will'n$lt  the  noble  I^ord  what  he  would  have  done,  ba^d 
^*  case  of  a'stpdihr  nature  come  before, him  in  Chancery  ?  I 
^lUsuppbsb  such  A  case;  and  thai  in  the  interval,  when  |t 
"Mpeiireafrom  the  teMim6hy  of  physicians, th^t  the  wnjfoi;^ 
^rirnat)e  ihcfiv.id'ual  Was  incapabte  ol' e;ce.rcising.  hlsi'meQlifl 


"F^ictilti^s,  a  tie^^n  h'ad  pi-^Vailied  on  an  attornev  tq.ni^k^^i 
^'wHl  for  h'im^  would  ibe  noble  Lord  have  given  hi^.^^pcllq 


'I  saV  that  his  Majesty's  name  has  been  abu^led*  .  l^e!no|»j 

'Xiord  hat  said,  upon  his  own  authority^  that  His  M^estv 

'Was  not  theh  incapacitated  from  acting ;  but  wilt  vour  JUirq- 

'  ihip^  allow  y^arselves  to  believe  that  his  Majesty's  beali^x 

«WBs  then' such  as  to  admit  hlm'to  act  in  his  Uoyal  capacitv^,  ' 

'^onan  authority- which  Cohtradicls  that  of  his  pTiyfiician^? 

VWe  may  set  the  manner  in  which  the  nation  has  been  up* 

'ceived.     Dr'.  Reynolds  has  stated  in  his  evidence^  that  he 

retreated  firom  Kew,  because  it  would  have  a  better  appear- 

ande ;  but  we  know  that  on  the  SOth  of  June,  a  period  loiig 

subsequent  to  tins,  'Dr.  Simmons,  and  Dr.  SimofondV  me* 

dical  attendants,  had  au  aathority  oyer  the  King.    Will 


ticipetidti?  '  It  IS  necessury'that  »acb  cond^^t  ahotild  ixfc^t 

*%riih  proper  Teprribatidn,   and,  thai  pofeassures 'sttjuTd   iJ? 

takf  n  to  prevelrit  the  probubilifr  of  a  Wp^tjtidn  at  afutuice 

*|i^riod.'.^;   -  /:\         '-'  ''   •;  .;  '  -  ^l 

Whh  respect  to  the  re^frii^UonsJ  ti>  the'  exercise  of  iTjt 
^oyal  preroiJalWe  in  the  harrtl?  of  the  fte^c^t^,  ihfe  i^pl^'^e 
'*Visco*urtl  iSicfmcSuth)  was  ptciCs<:d  to  re<*ur  ty  an  argu^ient 
^hidi* hdq  l)etn  frequently  ajr^ad j  used  ,qn  ,the  saro^'  pu)|- 
■jert — **'Iii  Goci's  name  whdt'  {Acanyei^iende  can  an**e  from 
jibFpg'oW  for  6iW  year  under 'the  restiiclions?^    HaYe*\lfe 


.-,,.;  .^he,  prerpgajtAv^^ 
'ihatiherefoi^e  no  inconveuience  will  resul^  froin  it^^nji  ^g-^ 

ilire  §iven  period.'  If  you  ic^.n  fix  Si^cH  |i, period. diinbgfa 
'Iftegency,  you  may  fix  ^tVhlle  the^e.ia.iio  Regency;  hjt 
'tto  part  of  the  Prerogative  be/vn'g  upn^cesspryk  W    eau  ftx 

fio  period  \^heii  no  inconvenience  would  jrpuuTrpai^taQj^t 
,bejng  exercised..  The  saQ9edi|^ifs ]><;i;ig|  required  in  a.Re- 
.gent  whicli^ie  required* in  a  jLin^,*  jou ,c}yfji^  hlfp. 

yf  (his  piel-ogatiVe,  without  clepriyirig  ow  pf  l/jVjP?f  PJ^ 

feierclse* these  duties  ;  you  cannot  d,eprive  hini  of  it  W4ip- 
,tim  injury  to  the  Monarc|iy  Vit^out'the  ipo^^  imfnla^t 

daniit't^r  t6  (he  Constitution^'  There  19  no  end  to  tbia .prin* 

H'iZiJ'LVlCl  '1     tJl'     tT'LL.J'i  '     ^fL..  JLIL  l7l  i-  '1      '11..  V*  '2^ 


h 


e  conferring  or  intenor  honours  afltt<]j9linc^j9M/-f- 
"ooWp'thatrairest  jewel  pr'the  Crow'n,  |L^at  nijjel^^ 


»  jiheretofe,  that  the  restrictioiis  are  ey^ry  w^i^y  mcxgedien^* 
•Jt'hAs  'beeh  said,  that  the  po^eir  io  create  P^'a/is  ope 
'#faich  m'ay  be  carried  to  excess^  and  may  ihenpe  en^^rra^ 
'and  elidanger  the  resumption  of  the  Roya{  'j^uiKofitj.  But 
this  is  an  unfair  .arjVumehtl  "^e  proper  coo'uroMt  of  wt 
[  '*4'*rc|ijc  ^f  thif  power  Mopg^  to  the  Wo  ]{Ipfl$dj  of  Kjwhi- 


/ItHHtKjnallj?,  the  poyer  to  ^cfiedc  th^  u»dvie_^pyff»se  pf  apjr 
fiK IPSH W,W?.iF«>lifi. .fts  well  ft3 ,d>ir,»«^  ji Bjegeqcy ',,  imd 

J^lfMR^i  In'a.iW  9«^.-ft^'«filljdiSPrqy,edfeK/tl)ft#Bffi#,ftf 

•a  rejftned  SfinteSli^Jf  J%»?feM2«9fii..mii»i.^ 
bardly  necessary  to  recur  to  it.  ,]n  Coxa  s  Memoirs  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  a  f^ttb-'is  tW'b<:'^foifnd"fh)m  Lord  Townj- 
hend  to  George  II.  i'ri\^1iicj|^''j)!,  js'^'idtcdj,  -as  the  opinioa  of 
hU  Coancii,  that  no  l8$t«iq^,!,<iO>4fl.  bQ  4»°odjire<i  in  tbe 
whole    " 

VesmHo  be'a  sobitil'atJbn  tb'tijfPotind! a— j  .  — 

'Asiiftfe^g  in'(hfen'ini^;tfle  bf  fe^rictihns-,  I  cdm'^mHmt 

thrift 


knhwledge  which  i  have  of  their  ptist  coudutf,  of'iheli 
'Cfiric'eaFtatilt  of  Tiis  Majesty's  unfortunate  »iate  fruoi'lji* 
nrojects. 


^56^  TaS   PARLtA!ltRNTARV    REGISTEIt.  |tOll[l>9, 

'  I'h<-ariHy  coikuV  witlj  the  noble' Viscount  (Siairtourh),  jn 
'the  eulogVums  which  he  parsed  upbil  his  Majesty.  I  s^dhrh 
irt  the  fiiileBi  extent  hi^  prftrate  vin\ie8,arid  the  mtiny  ciahnli 
iirhidi  they  have  upbn  our  gratitude.*  'l^ccinceiveihat'the 
mrasyres  of  his  M  a  fesry^s  govern  merit'  aVeon!^  tp  Be' vtewed 
is  riiciiiettsDres  of  his  Ministers.  !  o^e  tiespeer  tti  sf  hikh 
whose  private  virtues  ifuye  long  been^  ijh  ornatment  to 
thetyation  ;  and  when  that  noble  Lord  jai^tV'us^.f^lnlt'h'ad  H!k 
•Mjjesfjr  donedaring  thela$t  ??^yeaTr*bf*h«  life,  thai!  ft 
'difltrent  conduct  should  be  udoptvd  mih  rtjjard'rd  Kdi  i«t 
the  end  6f  that  period,  froiii  thatudopttid  if  tHe*b^|^rbti?n^ 
T>f  it;  I  ViH.arfc'hlii  xh  rctom,  if  the  iliiion  is  tiot^f'ih'the 
'attbatit>u  in  which  uihen  was*;  if  Hie  eqalrf  tert  us.'AatVRer 
¥t€^rmg  the  vcasd  of  the  State  Arotjglv  k>  jirany  dattgiftoua 
yocks  add  oaicksaDds,  t^e  cottld  at  fast  cxcktoi,   '  '     '  '  ^] 

■  ■        Me  tabula  sacer.  ,'  . ,'      ; ,  | 

Vot*iv&  paries  indipat  uvida  .     ,  | 

Sospendisse  potenti,  *    .    i.    .   * 
jVestiment^  luaris  Deo.       '  ••.  ' 


mo^  against  us;  I  see  all  Europe  united  in  one  ibrc^  agaip^t 

US  i  .aiid,  under,  such  a  combination  of  dangers  wlxicb  suf- 

round  us  in  every  quarter,  it  would  be  a  poor  policy  indeed 

to  restrain  the  exercise  of  the  only  bieaus  which  rt'inain^tp 

US  (o^  our  defence  and  preservation.     I  beg  pandonj/  my 

lords,  for  the  length  of  time  during  which  I  have  jopcupii^ 

^your  attention ;  but  as  I    had  not.oti,  former  occasions  afi 

.  opportunity  of  stating  my  opinion  o.^  fh^aiflrerenjt.  bi;arvcl^j^ 

of  the  question^  I  was  anxious  to  CKplaip.  my.seljr,p<%w  ^ 

thataccount  luore  fully  than  I  should, otherwise  baye;;y^f«' 

' .  tuied  to  do. '  I  sit  down  with  giving  piy^  a4>se^t  to  ll^  .nul4e 

T5aron*s  abaendmcnL  .  ^  .    '  •  :      : 

TAe  Earl  of  Liverpool  would  not  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  have  troubled  the  House  on  the  pre^ut  occasiuii. 
had  it  not  been  for  the  speech  of  the  nobie  Bari,  iu  which 
he  had  referred  to  his  statement  of  the  other  night.  Tbie* 
noble  Earl  had  thought  of  arraigning  his  noble  and  learned 
friend.  He  would  tell  that  noble  Earl,  however,  that 
there  was  no  act  done  by  the  noble  and  learned  liOrd  ip  tl^e 

iears  1801  or  1804,  in  which  not  only  lie  (lord  Liverpool^^ 
ut  every  other  person  then  concerned  in  the  Goveraffient 
*of  the  country^  was  not  equally  responsible ;  aad  to  the 


wljiple  of  them  9.  thereroi^)  for  aoy  a^tt  theq  dopeamisfl^ 
did  bhiine  equalijr  attach.  T))^  Pob)e  Earl,  \n  some  of  hi^ 
«|b)>ervations^  yvb^ich  were  fioitUed  against  the  noble  aoct 
Ijearqed  I^r^l.  had  s^lectejd  t^e  w,rqniffpersofi  on  wbom  t<| 
4x  them,  \V^hep  the ,  noble  £arl  alluded  to  something. a^ 
baring  fallen  froxn  the  noble  and  l^ara^  JLord,.importiug 
^hat  there  w^  no  necessary  su^p$^>a,.of  the  Uojal  Pre^t 
rpg^rive,  tb^  noble  Earlfeferrcfd  nottUL^nj  at^tement  of 
that  noble  and  Warned. l^rd,  bu|if  to'oae  made  by  bim  (lord 
Liverpool)  in  tba^t  hojuse,  and  by  hi»  oob(e  friend  on  tba 
cros^  bench  (Lord  Siidaipath),  in.  the. other  House  of  .Par« 
liament.  He  .>vpuid  take  oa  himself  to  say,  tbat^  during 
the  periods,  alliu^ed  to,  nptan  act  bad  been  done  whicb 
had  not  first  received  the  full  sanccion  of  his  Majesty.  He 
not  only  denied  any  step  having  been  taken  without  the 
authoriiy  of  his  Majesty,  but  even  any  attempt  having 
\>eeii  made  to  that  eifect.  If  the  quesdoo,  however,  wece 
to  come  to  tbis»  he  would  ask,  what  had  heen  the  course  of 
Parliamenr,  in  such  a  situation  ?  Was  it  not  to  allow  ai| 
interval  for  the  resumption  of  the  Regal  A^thoi'ity?  H^ 
that  f  been  the  practice  oif  Ministers  alone  f  Had  it  no^ 
oisQ  been  adopted  by  tbe.House,  and  been  couptenaoced 
by'the  concurrent  opinion  of  Parliament?  Was  npt  such  a 
line  of  proceeding  proper,  too,  for  the  prevention  of  simi- 
lar measures  to  that  which  they  were  now  unfortunateljf 
called  on  to  adopt?  Was  not  such  a  proceeding  deemed 
necessary  by  tbeir  Lordships  on  the  30th  of  laat  November^ 
tlmt.they  might  see. if  such  a  measqre  should  ultii^iateiy  be 
necessary  ?  He  was  aware  that  the  disorder  with  whiclji 
his  Majesty  was  now  afflicted,,  was  one  of  the  mostcala^ 
mltous  that  could  be  conceived.  He  kpew,  however,  that 
there  were  persons  who  bad  wished  to  represent  another 
calami)tyi  with  which  his  Majesty  had  for  some,  time  been 
afflicted^,  namely,  the  loss  of  sight,  as  one  reason  why  be 
should  not  be  conceived  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  his 
regal  functions.  On  this  subject,,  however,  he  had  the 
very  best  evidence  he  could  desire,  namely^  that  of  thf" 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  themselves,  during  the  thir» 
iteen  months  they  were  in  the  service  of  his  Majesty.-  He 
knew  what  was  their  opinion  on  this  suhject,  when  they 
carme  into  power  ;  he  knew  what  w*  their  oipinion^on  the 
su^bject  while  they  continued  in  power  ;  nndne  knew  what 
)/va$  their  opinion  on  the  same  subject^  at  the  time  they 
were  dismissed  from  po\yer.     They  knew  that  fa;s  Majesty, 


d^dHi^  the  fiAii?  th^  #frd*ib  officii;  Ift^on^MtihtJeMb^ 
Jwfcrftiity  ;  tlit  Ahe}  *tl€»t^r  called'  IW  irriy  iWerfcWnce  oP 
l^riiameAi  on  "th^  ^tibject:    So  ftf  ftW  dotitg  w>,  ^&f 
i^tii  on  ai^  if  there  ^tfi  h6  'i^i\s\\tfg  ihfirtti»ty,  and'sci  w^blc^ 
iny  atlttilHi'^trkfjin,  ^o  lotig^  U  they  cbAld'do  str'con*IStehtl j 
frith  th*  ^tod  ^rihfc  cdtitttrif:     W*  Id' the  (^uedtiou  nbw^ 
Wfdre  the  HOoiej  hi-Bh-oiiM  eotitent  hitiistif  -^rth  sayinfg  ir 
Wry  feV  w^rA.-i'-sTHt  ho!«r  t6fce't'oAs?def€«,  fras,  bot  ho'** 
ht  the  prefogBttTiA  6ti^m  tb  tc'Jjmhfedj'biA  h6w  far^it  wkfi 
hvt^^irri  to  be  gratitted.    iKoble  L(brdi  bti  thfe  olhiJr  sid^ 
ii?a^'^d;  w^^  d?tl  not  the  r^iiricliotli^  ^itferid  to  the  Armff 
1\ is  ^rtswxTw AS,  A'e  "siifttV  bP  the  <t>iinfN  rt'duifed  thiat  tlie^ 
kWfd  tiot;  •  Bdt  #^l-e  the^  |Sn?H6gA.tivi4  noVsonght  to.be* 
WithhtTd,  TiA.Hsxxrf  f br  Ih*^  t^mporar^  jioWer  of  the  Regeiitj 
br  for  the  ^esuniptron  of  it  by  the  So^ereigti  ? — iytt  thef 
^tiefetidn  of  tftnr,  he  should  siry  tiothiug,  ds  that  had  be6q 
Infficienily  Spoken   to  by   hi*   nbbtc  frietfd  on  the  cross 
tenth.    It  Was  no^  clear  that  the  disbrder under  whrch* 
his  Mnj'ekty  lafboored;  was  to  be  judged  of,  not  by  its  du- 
^att6n,  btit  by  it^  symptoms.     AH  the  irfnpseshis  Majesty- 
had   eipcnenced  wefe  of  different  dnfations ;  thfe   niost 
Jj^jbafile  etidbrance  of  the  prcsenl  afl^iction  was  to  be  fcal- 
tulated  at  froiti  twelve  fo  eighteen' mohthsj  atJd  the  ibediuoi 
i^riis  the  criterion  rather  to  l)e  looked  to.    'As  to  the  incon^ 
lenience  of  the  restriction,  he  could  not  see  how  this  coula 


l^ss  consideration  with  those  who  thotigbt 
trstriefion  itself  of  so  li^le  importance.  'As  to  the  n^riod 
lit  which  the  ()r('^ent  question  was  deba[(ed,  he  sliouW  not 
^nter  at  length  on  wh^it  had  been  said  on  that  sdbject^ 
Noble  Lords  on  <hhi  ^ide  of  the  House  had  confined  whui 
they  h-ad  said  to'  thk  personal  chariicter  of  <he  SoverelgW^ 
AM  had  not  cxtertdecf  their  tematks  to  the  pblilicil  aifea- 
*ures'of  hrs  Mnjesty's  reign.  The  noble  Earl  oh  th<^  oiMf 
ilde, '  however,  had  tohied  his  oWr^ations  to  a'contra'sl 
ftetwT^fcn  the  present  time,  rihd  the  feitnation  of  affairs  in  thiS 
year  17*(J0.-^He  was  riot  afraid  fo  -meet  the  ntble  fiar!  oB 
?hls  subject/  and  fiiiVh*  to  consider  the  contrast.  He  wai 
hot  dfraid  o¥  considerl\)§j  it' in  eveiy  point' df' View  ;o^ 
sl!f\ihg  It  to  Ihfe  bottoWi  ^,  anJ^f  taking  it  in  every  bieaHrt^ 
the  question  wouKi  atltnlt  of.  What  ^as  6ut  navy  thcAf 
Vhflt  Wldi  it^t^ovv  ?— iWffat  was  our  arthy  then  ?  what  tr?ri 
itndw?— Whatw-a^  the  state  df  ourftuances  then?  what 
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was  it  now  ?— What  were  our  trade  and  commerce  then  ? 
what  were  they  now  ? — (flear^  hearl)  He  did  know,  that  by 
a  Providence,  for  which  no  man  could  account,  anJ  whicb 
none  could  control,  there  had  ariisen  a  Colossal  Power  which 
bad  swallowed  np  within  ilself  almost  the  whole  of  the  other 
Fdwers  on  the  Continent.  But  if  this  Power  hadaso  exalted 
itself,  was  it  not  also  known- even' to  that  Power  itself,  that 
"Great  Britain  alone  was  capable  of  standing  forward  and 
foisting  all  her  eflforts  ?  That  she  was  able  to  provide  for 
herself;  and  that  she  was  in  this  prmid  situation,  that  every 
man  not  born  au  Englishman  panted  to  i)e  so  ?  The  greater^ 
therefore,  the  power  of  that  mighty  State  was,  the  greater  was 
the  power  of  thb  Country  in  being  able  to  withstand  her- 
And  io  the  virtues  of  our  Sovereign  were  we  indebted,  in  uo 
small  d^ree,  that  such  was  now  our  situation. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent  said  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  their  Lordships.  He 
rose  simply  with  the  view  of  stating,  in  a  few  words,  the 
groundofthe  votcwhich  heshould  give  to-night.  Ueobjected 
to  any  restriction  whatever ;  but  as  a  choice  between«.a 
greater  and  a  lesser  evil,  he  must  prefer  th^t  those  restric* 
tions,  of  which  he  totally  disapproved,  should  exist  for  six, 
rather  than  for  twelve  months.  His  only  wish  in  rising  was, 
that  he  might  seem  to  preserve  a  proper  degree  of  con* 
sistency. 

JLord  Viscount  Sidmouth  begged  leave  to  advert  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  £arl  (Grey)  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  in  the  years  1801  and  1801 ;  and  he  musi 
affirm,  in  the  presence  of  their  Lordships,  and  of  the  Country, 
that  there  was  not  one  act  to  which  he  was  a  party,  nor  one 
word  he  had  uttered  on  that  occasion,  which  he. was  not 
now  ready  to  avow^  and,  when  called  on,  to  vindicate.  He  did 
not  wish  io  narrow  his  responsibility  to  any  acts  of  his  own 
individually,  but  to  claim  his  full  share  along  with  every 
one  of  his  Colleagues.  He  should  be  ashamed  were  he  to 
shrink  from  his  responsibility,  placed  in  the  situation  in 
which  he  then  was  by  his  Majesty.  He  ^new  it  was  not  fit 
.  now  \o  enter  into  a  mitmte  explanation  on  the  subject ;  but 
this  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that,  with  all  respect  for  the 
individual  giving  the  evidence,  the  statements  made  by  him 
respecting  liis  Majesty*s  health  in  the  ^ear  1801,  excited 
not  only  in  his  mind,  but  in  the  minds  ot  other  i)ei'sons,  and 
particularly  in  the  mind  of  an  illustrious  Person,  more  pe<* 
caliarly  interested,  and  more  likely  to  have  made  observar 

Vol.  I.— J811.  4Q 
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tions  on  the  occasion,  the  utmost  decree  ef  surprise  %i\4 
astotiUhmeDt.  But  as  to  the  com] act  of  Ministers  at  that 
tuue,  there  was. not  ojir  word  iitteral  by  them  on  this  «iil>r 
ject,  that  he  wa«  not  Fully  prepared  to  vindicate'.  As  to  the 
statcmcut  ot'Dr.  Kebrrden  as  to  the  sitjiiatioaof  hi»  Maji^^ij 
from  Frbruary  to  April  1804,  the  evidence  ^ivcn  by  hitj^ 
y^VLS  calculated  to  convey  a  different  interpretation  froni  tli^t 
^hich  Ministers  entertained  at  the  time,  from  the  unaniunovf 
opinion  of  thePbysicians,  of  whom  he  (Dr.  Hebmlrn)  vi^ 
one.  His  Lordship  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  this  proccedcrd 
from  any  thin^  improper,  or  that  he  wished  to  do  wro^^  ; 
but  those  who  then  acted  with  hi'm  (Lord  SiJmoulb)  di4 
not  think  it  necessary  (o  overload  the  Report,  by  in tror 
ducing  into  it  all  the  circumstance  which  Induced  them,  a( 
the  time,  to  come  to  a  different  conclusion  fro.m  that  now 
expressed  by  Dr.  Hebcrden.  They  were  now,  however,  And 
at  all  times  "shpuld  be,  ready  to  enter  into  it.  He  could  saj 
for  himself  and  his  colleagues,  that  they  ^ere  ready  to  }^^ 
iify  their  conduct  in  every  pafticnlar ;  and  for  himstif,  be  won 
reiidy  to  answer  for  all  his  CQllcciguos,  and,  more  p»Mrticuiar}jf 
for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester  rose  for  the  purpose  of  stating  in 
a  few  words  the  grounds  of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  giv^ 
He  had  on  a  forn^er  occasion  voted  against  restrictions  alto* 
gether  ;  but  their  Lordships  had  passed  a  Resolution  dccl^^ 
i[ing  that  there  should  be  restrictions,  and  to  t^at  Resolution 
the  BUI  must  conform.  He  had  then  only  to  endeavour  to 
palu3  the  terni  of  the  restrictions  as  short  as  possiblCj  and 
troutd  therefore  vote  for  the  Amendment. 
'  Lord  Moira  observed,  tliat  the  iiobic  and  learned  Lord^f 
(Eldon)  name  had  been  particularly  mentioned,  because  ihm 
evidence  respecting  the  suspension  of  the  Rx>yal  functiooft  in 
1801  and  1804,  in  an  especial  manner  applied  to  his  con^r 
duct,  though  it  also  involved  two  other  noble  Lords  (proba* 
bly  Liverpool  and  Sidraoiith) .  His  Lordship  then  adverted 
to  the  respect  which  the  Ministers  had  always  expressed  for 
the  precedent  of  J788-0|  and  a^ked,  whether  there  was  anj 
thing  in  that,  any  thing  in  the  proceeding  of  Mr*  Pitt  a4 
that  period,  like  their  present  conduct ?  •Whether Mr.  Ktt 
had  done  any  thing  during  the  King's  illness,  except  what 
-was  absolutely  necessary  ?  And  e%x*n  then,  "whether  lie  bad 
not  stated  the  necessity  to  Parliament,  a;Ud  obtained  its  coo* 
currcnce  ?  The  noble  Secretary  (Liverpopl)  st^itsd  tliat  bui 
conduct  and  that  of  \^\^  colleagues  wa$  guided  by  a  priooU 
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))lc  f  nitre!/  0]f)posite,  They  had  rather,  they  hnt?  said,  take 
f inon  ttiemsdves  the  resj^n^Jifnlity  than  Jipply  to  Pariiament. 
"  With  resf^rd  to  the  Iransacfibns  in  iSOi,  his  noble  and 
.leiVrrit*cJ  friend  had  stated  thaj;  he  had  not  taken  a  single 
*tfep  without  the  opinion  of  the  Physicians  in  his  pocket* 
But  what  «aid  he*  now  ?  He  represtmfed  the  opinioris  of 
Physicians  a^  quite  incon(*lasive ;  and  how  then  could  he 
rest  n port  that  ground  for  hisjostification  ?  His  Lordshipf 
fidmifted  thvtt  this  queKsion  was  premature,  t>ut  the  tini6 
trbwW  come  when  his  noble  and  learned  friend's  plea  of 
tterit  must  undergo  a  raoh*  formal  du^cussion. 

On  tK6  subject  of  the  i^strictions,  the  noble  Sfecretary  had 
fi6t  thdi'njht  it  necessary  to  dwell,  after  the  unanswerabte 
ftrii^timenis  of  the  noble  Lord  on  the  cross  bench  (Sid mouth). 
Bnt  it  wnis  hardly  possible  to  conceive  how  these  aru^uments 
ebnld  be  cdnsidererl  as  unanswerable,  wheh  they  had  been  so 
Wnhipletely  ahswered  by  his  noble  friend  near  him,  that  not 
etbtt  a  ve^io^e  of  them  remaiut'd.  Flad  they  not  the  Con - 
iltitution— ^had  they  not  thesp'ech  of  his  noble  friend  a^ninst 
tlidse  arguments  ? — a  speech  so  arfifumentfitir'e,  so  briUiant,. 
Aird  so  convincin^j,  that  he  could  not  conceive  how  there 
Could  be  a  moment's  doubt.  To  those  who  believed,  like 
him,  that  the  prerogative^  of  Royalty  were  sfiven  for  the 
bcrteftt  of  the  country ;  that  thcsb  prerogatives  had  l>eeri 
accurately  measured  by  the  necessity,  and  tliat  they  were^ 
Sifting  there  as  the  representatives  of  the  p^Hiplc;  it  must  l>e^ 
^leiif  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  the  advantage  of  the 
fiiH  powiers  of  the  Crown,  and  that  whoever  attempted  to 
ii^varidaie  that  right,  might  deceive  himself,  but  could  not* 
overtnrri  the  principle.  The  disadvanta>^e  of .  this  pro- 
e^edfnir  was,  iTrat  it  formed  an  experiment  tor  curtailinjj:  the 
Hrjyaf  pterogatives.  In  looking  at  tire  period  of  1788-9,  it 
«Alg!it  to  be  remembered,  that  the  cOtfntVy  was  then  at  peace, 
irnd  under  rto  ap]nehcnsion  of  dangers  from  abroad  ;  whereas 
ifoiv*  it  was  placed  in  that  most  critical  and  dangerous 
Mtijation  which  his  noble  friend  had  described.  They  tell 
i!s  in  n;i8werto  this,  continued  his  Lordship,  of  the  Internal 
str«'Ti4<ii  and  resources  of  the  country  :  I  know  the  resources 
of  liie  cojntry,  and  confidently  rely  uptm  tiiem  fof  ultimate 
fc'uccess  agcihist  all  the  meams  that  cafi  be  employed  for  oii^ 
destruction.  But  if  tlie  unhappi^  moment  of  inviision  should 
rdme,  the  country  must  be  defended,  not  by  the  Voice  of 
Government,  but  by  the  energy  of  the  people.  If  that 
uttforttximte  tim6i4Bbcmld  arrive,  Which  Heaven  forbid,  tlikik 
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ii?hat  a  shock  the  institutions  of  this  country  nii^t  bare  ta 
encounter :  think  in  what  a  situation  your  Lordships  naight 
be  plsiced.  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  time  wohIcI  be  a 
triumphant  period,  for  this  nation^but  what  wouUl  thej^ 
'^  vilio,  plucked  up  drowned  Ironour  by  the  lockst'*  say  of 
those  governors  \i'ho  had  exposed  their  fiekk  to  ravage— 
their  Iiouses  to  plunder — their  wives  and  daughters  to  viola- 
lion — themselves,  their  relations/ friends,  and  fellow-citiaBena 
to  all  the  calamities  with  which  such  an  event  must,  be 
'attended  ?  Is  it  with  such  men  that  tiiey  woukf  choose  to 
share  their  triumph  ?  Whatever  may  be  the  rcsouroer  of 
the  country,  it  is  our  duty^  at  present,  to  use  every  nic 
to  maintain  the  Constitution  arul  the  tiovernmejit,  that 
ipay  either  prevent  the  evil  altogetlier,  or  be  prepared  to 
encoQuter  it  with  every  possible  advantage.  Jtisceftainy 
that  now  we  are  almost  shut  up  in  our  isle.  Onr  ibroe^ 
naval  and.  military,  is  indeed  large,  com p<ired  with  that  of 
former  times.  But  the  force  of  a  .country  is  comparative. 
Take,  then,  our  present  force,  and  say  whether  o«r  strength 
and  iofluence  are  as  great  in  comparison  with  the  means  of 
our  enemies,  as  they  were  at  former  periods  of  our  history  ? 
*  C^^nnpare  our  influence  on  the  Continent  in  1760,  tlic  tri- 
umphant period  at  which  his  Maj^^sty  ascended  the  throne, 
with  what  it  is  now— ^nd  then  say  whether  our  comparative 
si( nation  is  improved? 

Adverting  to  the  amendment,  his  Lordship -then  ob-^ 
served,  that  he  still  adhered  to  the  principle,  that  there 
Quirht  to  be  no.  restrictions  at  all;  but  when  he  had  only  a 
choice  of  evils,  he  must  choose  the  least,  and  on  that  ground 
would  vote  for  the  amendment.  He  had  not  the  lemotest 
.notion  that  the  Prince  would  improperly  exercise  the  power^ 
thougli  it  were  placed  in  bis  hands.  A  sense  of  decency,  of 
duty,  and  regard  for  his  father,  would  form  a  stronger  le* 
straint  upon  him  than  any  clause  they  could  frame.  He 
held  the  restrictions  to  be  an  unconstitutional  check  upon 
the  most  powerful  springs  of  meritorious  exertion — \\\^ 
might  prev^t  the  placing  on  the  WooUack  an  iiuliviclnui 
the  best  qualified  to  sit  there,  and  would  operate  in  a  thou- 
sand  other  ways  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  country.  Their 
Lordships  having,  however,  resolved  that  there  must  be  re- 
strictions, he  would  vpte  for  the  shortest  period  of  (heir  dura* 
'  tion.  His  Lordship,  then  referring  to  the  evi  ience  of  the 
Physicians,  remarked,  that  Doctor  Willis  ha  1  s(  tted  ttial 
they  judged  of  the  duration  of  thexnabdy  bji  its  peculiar 
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Bymptoms,  fuid  aaked  whether  the  assumption  upon  whicb 
a  speedy  recovery  ^m^  expected,  had  not  been  overthrown 
by  the  sabsequent  relapse  of  his  Majesty  ?    He  concurred, 
therefore,  with  the  ooble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack, 
though  not  on  his  principle,  that  they  were  as  much  at  sea 
as  ever,  and  that  they  could  not  assign  any  paftJcular  period 
for  the  King's  recovery.  All,  indeed,  must  anxiously  wish  for 
that  period;  but,  painnilas  was  the  duty  they  had  to  dischaige^ 
they  were  the  more  bound  to  perform  tliat  duty  manful^. 
Before  -he  sat  down,  be  must  say  ai  woro  respecting  the 
atatement  of  the  noble  Lord  on  the  c-ross  bench  (Sidmouth). 
He  had  stated,>  thi|t  neither  he  nor  the  noble  Secretary  had 
thought  fit  to  cro6s-exan»ine  Dr.   Heberden,  because  the 
evidence  with  regard  to  the  period  of  1804  did  not  apply 
to  the  particular  object  of  the  late  inquiry.    Dr.  Heberden 
had  said,  that  during  the  interval  between  the  iSth  of 
February  and  the  83d  of  April,  his  Majesty  hfid  not  com- 
pletely recovered.      His  Lordship  bad  stated,  that  on  the 
9tir  of  April  a  Cabinet  Council  had  been  beld---<Sidmou{hi . 
**  No  ;")  his  Lordship  bad  at  any  rate  mentioned  the  9th  of 
April ;  but  when  he  did  so,  had  he  recollected  the  9th  of 
Marchi  when  his  Majesty  bad  signed  a  Commission  for 
|)assing  Bills  ?    The  evidence  was,  that  the  appeamnces  of 
indisposition  had  continued,  more  or  less,  up  to  the  23d  of 
Apnl ;  and  therefore  it  was  clear  that  till  that  very  day,  his 
Majesty  liad  not  been  in  a  situation  tb  sign  a  Commission. 
His  Lordship  and  the  noble  Secretary  were  present  ait  the 
Committee,  and  why  had  they  not  cross-examined  Dr. 
Heberden  on  this  subject  ?    He  had  a  right  then  to  assume, 
till  they  explained  their  conduct,  and  t£eir  Lordships*  he 
trusted,  would  call  for  the  explanation,  that  they  had  not 
conducted  themselves  properly.     He   had  a  right  to  this 
inference ;   and  he  hoped  their   Lordships^    sitting  there 
as  the  guardians  of  the  Constitution,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  would  apply  their  just  jealou^  to  this  consider- 
atioir,  whether  they  would  allow  the  Government  of  the 
cotiutry  to  continue  in  their  hands,  who,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
iikui  .so  loosely  managed  it  on  a  former  ocoasion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Grey)  ought  not  to  have  selected  him  in  particular 
for  animadversion,  without  doing  him  the  justice  to  state 
that  he  had  been  supported  in  his  conduct  by  several  eminent 
men.  He  did  not  say  that  on  this  account  alone  he  ought 
to.  be  held  innocent ;   but  it  was  at  least  some  argument. 
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S;dihBt  the  wewerkr  of  the  noM«  LordV  cei^ut^.  H  i&^  Lord  <* 
ip  lien  atetod)  tmt  in  tvbat  had  pasieri  froYi^  JMuhry  f  80f 
^  the  Mth  tf  Abril^  he  had  h(9  concetti  osf  a  tticmbor  of  t  he 
Gove^imie^trir  mr  Imd  ihen  n^cepied  th^  St;^^  dhler  eir- 
otunMadces  when  be  eotiU  hftve  no  mdftve  Ibr  it  but  f  lid 
4mnnniiidiB  of  bi9  Majesty,-  If  tra^trM  Kis  Majesty's  irt^ 
dsSpoaitioiif  bad  oontinu^  lifter  the  l#fb  of  Apri^  but  lie 
knew  of  rtoadt  dbne  at  that  iMe  for  which  h  is  conduct  coufd 
be  called  in  (|ii^tiofr« '  Wkb  regani  to  the  period  of  1801. 
there  were  then  i^  tbc  Cnoncil  many  {U«Atridiis  persons ;  ancl 
be  observed  al  noHIe  LonI  opposite,  then  firaf  Lord  of  the 
ildifairaiity,  whti^had  M^n  pn*M;nt  at  the  examination  of  (he 
PHjsiotainr^  and  bad  eoncil^rad  wi(h  them  in  the  line  of 
fldmiict  irnich  tikty  had  parrsiied  on  tliat  occasion.  lie  dhff 
■of  m6Hh  to  fbund  hia  daima  to  innocence  upon  theemincnci^ 
^ftlldle  wMi  wbem  He  had  actM;  but  he  atHraded,  f hut 
tber  had-  tef^eatedty  ^fxaniined  the  Physicians,  ail  of  whon^ 
hM  agrenl,  thai  oli  <he  dth  of  March  his  Majesty  wni 
fttflj  competetit  ia  do  the  act  which  tbej  Imd  advised  Iriin 
li»  jie^fotni.  The  qoeatimv  tUen  was",  whether  he,  itirdtT 
iucli  ^ifcamstancea,  ooght  to  have  hcUA  a^  he  had  done, 
wfien  a  raoat  important  task-  remrMntd  te  be  eifecuted»  or  to 
Bave left  the  country  to  sUft  for  itself  ?  If  h^  had  had  th<^ 
^Indll^  doubt  of  bia  Maiesty's  competency,  he  wbuld  hnv^ 
tatUen  it  upon  faiitosdf  to  hate  itiren  the  Kdyttl  As<nE^hf ,  ahtl 
trusted  to  am  indemftity,  or  Lave  come  fo  the  Hotfse  and 
niidethedeeiaratioii  which  ht  submitted  to  their  Lordshipd 
Oft  the  M  of  November.  But  he  ifiad  i\i€n  no  doubt ;  atui 
beassertedy  tlrat  it  was  liiost  impoftant  Co  the  Harert'igri  that 
iht  Chancellor  sfaoutd  not  de|)end  wholly  on  the  eviderTce  of 
the  Physicians^  if  be  himself  ihohght  the  Kiii^  i^erfectly 
tfofhpetelit  to  discharge  the  funclioiis  of  the  Hoyal  aii- 
Ibority.  God  forbid  thaft  Ire  should  ever  lie  in  a  situation  to 
{ict  upon  that  principie—^the  consequences  might  fo  liim  lue 
dffKidful — but|  whatever  might  be  the  distress  aiid  dangers  of 
such  conduct,  he  would  n^t  ihHB  alK  But  he  had  not 
acted  in  1804  without  the  cottcurrerioe  of  the  Plly^il•iall:». 
He  remembered  that  a  great  rikao^  now  no  more,  Mr  Piti, 
Had  dx pressed  his  astonishment,  when  he  found  that  be  iiad 
never  seen  bis  Majesty  except  iti  the  absence  ot*  those  who 
had  been  ill  the  habit  of  controlHng  hitti.  H^  knew  the 
dangers  6(  this  proceeding ;  but  he  had  determined  to  see  h » 
9overeigt^  and  judge  of  his.compfaint^  ^ben  he  tras  a9  free 
frooa  lestmint  as  many  of  bis  subjeds,  whom  it  bad  been  bit 
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ivas  very  haznrdoiV3tu  hii7u>«4f — but  he  had  dqne  bii  ,d«4tj 
\vitbout  being  dc^terriid  by  f^r  of  CQiiwqufsRCBB.  Hte  M^j^j 
on  the  9(h  of  Alaccli  uiiderstQod  the  daty  whirJi  l)e  (ibf 
('iiRn(vllor)  had  to  pejfojriQ  heit^  tj9AH  be  m\\A  hijP^f. 
This  ho  lx^Uevcd  tie  couU  proF^.  If  M  bad  iw;tqd  WfQH9» 
it  was  with  (he  l^  irit.eq^^ons ;  »nd  tb^se  ^oilld  a^njl 
liim  in  the  ^ight  of  God»  if  npt  ji^  ikd  opiaion  of  htft 
foundry.  *    -i 

Earl  Gfft/p  in  eiplnnatio??  s^at^ed  that  he  w^  j^rkcHf 
aware  that  the  noble  and  learnH  Lord  had  not  httm  in  ot&fm 
at  the  beginning   of  IMl  ;    \mt  he  b«id  only  seferred  to 
ibis  fisa  prcUmiiiarv  part  of  bis  atr^iinieiii  wi(b  legiocd  tff  ifak 
}r<f iisactions  of  IbOl.     Wlial  he  h«d  obar^* the  «9b^  .an4 
learned  Lord  with  was  his  mifbCjCMidiiet,  as  b^  ocinqeiKed 
^t,  in  1804  :  and  with  respeict  to  the  complaint  of  tli(^  nobk 
and   learned   Lord,  Chat  he   had  bee^i  selected  from  the 
Government  U»  a  subject  of  aiiiiaadveraiooi  it  w«s  sufficient  to 
observe  that  this  vas  jgstifie^l  by  the  theory  aud  pvacties  of 
the  Constitution.     The  noble  Lord  had  done  the  act  of  pvjU 
tine:  tlie  Great  Sco)  to  a  Commission,  at  a  time  yfhen  his 
Maj4*sty.was  incompctont,  and  for  this  be  was  iiidifiilually 
responsible.     The  Constitution  knew  nctthiiig  oif  the  Com- 
mit tee  called  a  Cabinet.      Every  individual   Minister  was 
responsible  for  his  Qwn  cpndi^ct.     It  w^f  qb  Ibataccuuntf 
and   not    from  anV    personal    ho^tiliiy;^  tbat   he   Iji4d.^- 
cused  the  noble  £ord  in  pnrticuhir.     He  h^  don'^  the 
act  which  he  blaped,  and  for.  that  he  wa^  const  it  utii   nUy 
responsible.     He  must  bc^  it  to  be  understood,  thai  he  '^  f 
not  consider  the  noble  and   learned    LortPs  defence  at  ail 
satisfactory.      He  had   no  doubt  of  tfie  innocence  oY  the 
noble  Lord's  intentions  ;  liut  the  question  was,  whether  he 
Itad  *beea  gpilty  of  a  yiclattoh  oi  the  Constitution  ?     ft  was 
not  the  removal  of  the  pecsons  appointed  to  control  bis 
]ifiaj««ty  from  tiie  room  hi  which  he  saw  his  Cbuncellor — it 
w\i  not  their  removal  from  an  tr.ui^hatr^r  that  wotriil 
justify  a  Minister  in  actin^i^  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
li^d  done.      The  absence  of  sill  idea  of  control  from   bis 
iniiid  was  necessary  b(>fnre  the  Cbaocel<lor  could  have  ii| 
his  name  exercised  the  Ro>al  authority^  and  adopted  a  lirys 
of  couihict  which,  io  this  case*,  he  could  consider  as  uothiY^i^ 
IcsiS  thfjin  asurpatioiK^-   Jt  appeared  that,  up  to  the  lOthof 
June,  Ids  Majesty  had  been  attended  l)y  Dr.  Simmons  {lud 
Ills  se/vanls,  and  thcretiore  had   il%e  idea   of  control  itu* 
pres^act  upou  his  miad«     Their  Lprdsbi[><»  were  tlien  callctl 
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upoR  as  Peers  of  the  Ile^lin>  as  guardians  of  the  Constitntiony 
and  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  not  to  suffer  this  nsnrpa* 
tion  to  pass  without  taking  effectual  measures  to  prevent  th'e 
lecurrence  of  such  conduct  in  fjiture*  On  the  7th  of  May^ 
1804,  at  the  time  his  Majesty  was  thus  under  ooiUrol,  ifie 
union  of  the  two  great  political  rivals  (Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Pitt)  had  been  in  contemplation,  but  had  been  prevented. 
This  too  was  a  subject  for  serious  consideration.  He  was 
adverse  to  all  restriction  ;  but  anxious  that  the  Bill  should 
be  as  little  objectionable  as  possible^  he  would  vote  for  tlie 
amendment* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  if  either  of  the  noble 
liords  who  had  spoken  should  assert  that  he  was  responsible 
singly  for  any  act  which  he  had  done  in  tlie  exercise  of  his 
duty,  instead  of  expressing  his  belief  to  that  effect,  there 
were  no  terms  which  could  be  used  in  a  society  of  gentlemen 
Sn  which  he  would  scruple  to  contradict  that  a^rtton* 

Strangers  were  immediatelj^  ordered  to  withMmw,  and  the 
House  divided  on  the  question  of  Loid  Gienville's  amend* 
ment* 
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After  some  canversotion  between  the  Marqi|is  of  Laos* 
down  and  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 

The  Marquis  of  Downshirt  rose  and  observed,  that  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  the -necessity  that  existed  there  of  a  firm 
and  vigorous  government,  i^os  a  sufficient  grouikl  with  him 
to  oppose  nny  restrittions  on  the  Regent,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  tbe  empire.  The  security  which  was  en« 
joyed  in  this  country,  was  not  equally  shared  by  the  Sister 
Country,,  where  there  was  no  legislative. assembly,  and 
v^here  the  same  political  opportuuities  and  advantages  did 
not  exist. 
^Lord  Birhgdan  said,  he  bad  voted  against  the  original 
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clause,  and  for  the  amenrlment  of  the  noble  Mar<)iiis  (Lans* 
down).  He  had  refuted  it  as  creating,  after  a  oelay  that 
mif^ht  have  been  highly  mischievous,  an  anomalous  arrantre* 
roent;  an  armngement  irreconcilnhle  to  ajij  pf  the  pr^nci- 
pics  of  our  monarchical  Constitution.  The  amendment,  too^ 
be  conceived  open  to  objection,  since,  instead  of  simpnfyiafi: 
the  office  of  the  Regent,  ivhiich  as  nearly  as  possible  should 
be  simplex  duntaxat  et  unum^  it  went  to  impose  on  him  an 
ungiracious  and  invidious  task. .  The' noble  Lord,  after  some 
further  observations,  stated  that  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment on  the  amended  clause. 

Earl  Moira  differed  in  opinion  with  the  last  speaker,  but 
delivered  his  remarks  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice  as  to  prevent 
us  from  collecting  the  precise  import* 

Lord  Baringdon  explained. 

The  marquis  of  lAmsdown  said,  that  although  he  did 
not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  protract  the 
discussion  at  so  late  an  honr,  he  must  say,  that  he  could  not 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  his  noble  friend  (Boringcfon)*  It 
apixfared  to  him,  from  all  that  had  fallen  fronxdifferent  noble 
lords,  and  from  the  prevailing  sentiments  in  the  House,  that 
on  the  great  outline  of  the  measure  in  contemplation,  there 
waslittlediv^ity  of  opinion.  It  was  his  proposition,  that 
whatever  could  conduce  to  the  personal  comfort  of  the  So* 
vereign,  should  be  secured  to  him.  With  this  view  it  was 
that  he  deemed  it  expedient  that  one  officer  in  each  of  the 
departments  of  the  Household  should  l)e  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  Majesty,  and  that  in  the  offices  of  Chamberlain, 
of  Master  of  the  Horse,  and  StewanI  of  the  Household, 
persons  should  be  nominated  fo  surround  and  attend  the  So^ 
vereign.  The  Groom  of  the  Stole,  as  a  situation  of  conside- 
rable importance  in  the  particular  .view  in  Question,  he 
thought  should  belong^  also  to  the  service  of  his  Majesty. 
He  believed  those  best  acquainted  with  the  habits  and  feel- 
in  r:s  of  the  King,  would  agree  with  hipn,  that  these  persons, 
with  the  addition  of  some.of  the  Equerries,  would  suffice  to 
nrromplish  the  object  in  view,  and  make  the  arrangement 
eilbctual  to  its  puri)o$es.  This  was  the  outline  of  the  plan 
which  appeared  to  him  most  advisable ;  and  he  assured  his 
noble  friend  that  if  he  had  not  mov^,  it  was  only,  because  it 
was  a  subject  involving,  matters  of  account  and  much  minute 
detail. ,  It  would  be  oT  importance  too  that  a  power  of  con« 
trot  over  the  whole  '^should  be  vested  in  the  Board  of  Trea« 
Aury.    It  was  Fell  kngwn^  and  had  been  lately  remarked  by 
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bb  noble  frie»A'(Ldtd  Giej)^  that  for  some  time  fbeie  had  - 
been  af^  nctsi  of  expenditiire  tm  the  diflTemit  branches  of 
the  Citil  List ;  and  he  conld  not  ootncidc  with  bis  noUe 
friend)  wboae  motion  he  must  therefore  resist,  in  thinking 
that  any  odtom  eovid  attach  to  an  illostrioiis  Person  in 
||ivio$:  ffleot  to  an  arrangement  calculated  to  secure  objects 
^Buch  imfiortance.  He  confessed  that  his  own  sjstem  was 
n0t  ftfe  Irnn  incMrenience ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  in- 
finitriy  preferablFi  IxAh  on  constitntionnl  and  every  other 
groand,  to  the'p^Ian  proposed  by  Ministers,  which  indeed 
surmounted  eyery  difficulty  by  abandoning  etery  principle. 

XofiJ  fiormgdbn  shortly  explained. 

He  Emrl  of  Lkerpeol  did  net  think  that  the  ^jectiorl 
made  by  the  noble  Marquis  (Lansdown)  to  the  regulation 
of  the  Household  could  be  fairly  drawn  firpm  tlie  points  in 
which  it  difered  from  tlie  pkin  proposed  by  the  Bill  of  1789. 
At  that  period  the  restrictions  over  the  Iloasebold  were  uh- 
limittd>  and  tliose  rcspecthtg  the  power  of  creating  Peers 
-lucre  io  have  held  for  three  j^ears:  'tlierefwe  whatever  objec- 
tions might  have  existed  at  that  f  hue  against  the  regtihition 
of  the  Household  then  proposed^  conid  not  bebroi>ght  to 
bear  against  the  plan  now  before  their  liordships ;  faeoacBe 
inch  ofagecfions  were  not  so  much  against  the  restrictions,  as 
to  the  restricting  without  any  Rroitation  whatever,  a  prin** 
etpte  npoa  which  none  of  the  objections  to  the  present  plan 
cmitd  rest :  indeed  it  would  be  (bnnd  thi^t  in  every  other 
lespcct  the  plan  proposed  in  1789  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Uou«ehold,  met  with  but  Inconsiderable  opposition :  the 
main  objection  being,  not  to^he  principle  of  the  measure, 
but  to  the  unlimited  period  of  its  opemttmi ;  that  being-  the 
case,  H  followed  that  the  thing  most  desirable  was  to'mak^ 
the  plan,  with  the  e?cception  of  the  unlimited  time,  as  like 
the  one  in  1789  as  possit)le,  and  that  to  fieave  the  Household 
as  nearly  OS  possible  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  Bill  of  1789  to  Imve  bcw  left. 

With  reapcct  to,  the  appri'hensions  thrown  ont  by  the 
B«ble  Marquis,  of  the  want  of  due  control  in  the  Treasury 
to  rognlate  or  correct  the  excessive  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List,  hedid  not  think  those  apprehensions  w^  gwmiided. 
lie  believed^  for  his  part,  that  there  was  virtually  a  contral 
in  the  Treasury,  which  would  be  found  competent  to  prevent 
any  such  disuses*  He  believed  tfiat  the  Loitk  of  tfaeTreasufj* 
were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  quarterly  estimtites  'of  the 
f!rM  IM  expenditure,  and  that  it  was  Aot  miusbal  for  the 


Treasury  to  object  .pas^in^^  the  aocouilts^  U  oate  tliej  dneaiecl 
(be  expenditure  to  be  wanton  or  excessive.  Before  he  sai 
down,  lie  mtist  advert  to  one  objectionj  which  headmiUed 
to  be  not  wHboat  its  force,  be  meaat  that  nupeotiofl^  tliie 
vesting  nu  adeaiiate  oontroi  in  the  Queen  over  that  pact 
of  the  Househola  committod  to  her«  H^  confessed  that  her 
should  have  preferred  the  clause  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill  of 
178&;  bat  as  their  Lordships  had  decide  otberwbe,  ha 
diose  the  present  pkn  as  the  next  best  to  that  which  vested 
the  whole  control  of  the  Hoinebold  in  the  Qaeeoi  whidfeL 
he  acknowledged  heVhould  rather  do.  He  condudedi  by  re 
ppating  his  o^iion  as  to  the  existsnce  of  a  virtnal  oontrbl 
in  the  Loida  of  the  Treasury  over  the  cxpeuditare  of  tha 
Hoosehold. 

.  Lard  GremiUe  ^d^  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  afflrming 
It  aa  his  decided  conviction,  that  of  all  the  plans  that  human 
ingenuity  could  have  devised  to  meet  the  present  exigencies^ 
the  one  then  b€iibre  their  Lordships  was  the  Very  worst! 
Defective  in  the  prificiples  by  which  it  professes  to  be  go^ 
vemed-^injuricHis  in  its  details  to  those  feelings  which  it 
mfiects  to  coBsult-r-weakening  that  authority,  tM  defect  of 
which  it  was  meant  to  supply— unnecessarily  oontrolliag 
the  Re^eati  and  giving  the  government  into  the  hands  of  a 
iset  of  irresponsible  subjects,  without  any  control  wbatdven 
.To  these,  or  any  of  them,  he  never  could  give  bil  consent**^ 
he  never  could  consent  to  vest  the  virtual  poireili  of  the  £xa» 
€Utive-r~the  actual  goverameiit  of  the  eoiwtry,  without  any 
respoDsibiliiy  ia  any  class  of  his  fellow  subjects,  however 
respectable  they  mi^ht  be.  The  noble  Earl  bad  compared 
the  present  clause  with  thai  in  the  Bill  of  1789 ;  but  the  cbm# 

Krison  had  proved,  that  though  ther^  nught  besoase  ai^logy 
r  that  of  1789,  there  could '  be  none  at  all  for  the  one  noir 
before  their  lordships.  He  begged  of  their  Lordships,  bcton 
they  gave  their  vote,  to  oaosider,  and  it  well  dtiservedeonsi* 
doratma,  in  what  a  situatioa  this  clause  must  place  every 
part  of.the  Royal  &mily ;  from  the  Sovereign  it  took  away 
aH  the  ordinary  securities  for  fiiithfuland  assiduoustattention, 
sod  for  the  securing  to  his  Majesty  every  possible  conve<^ 
sience  and  accommod^ion— from  the  Regent^  it  took  awt^ 
emy  kind  of  oontroi  over  every  officer  of  the  Household^ 
wileu,  indeed,  the  two  left  to  him  were  excepted,  an  except 
lion  which  shewed  more  like  mockery  than  a  serious  wish  to 
leai»  to  the  Regent  even  a  small  portion  of  control  ht  a 
ilepastnatSKt  no  mtocsnty  to  the  dignity  of  the  high  staAioii 
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they  hud  ioTita)  him  to  filL     But  eten  this,  objeetiotiftbte 
as  it  umlouhtedly  was,  waul<1  have  appeared  to  nim  ovach 
less  object  iimahley  if  theoontrol  that  had  been  taken  from 
the  R'ln'nt,  had  been  transferred  to  the  Qaeeoi  believing,  aa 
bcCTiOrd  Grenrifle)  did,  in  the  spirit  of  that  eqiial  and  pro- 
found rr-siiect  for  every  branch  of  the  Royal  family,  that  ihe 
power  taken  from  t1>e  Regent,  and  transferred,  would  be 
tttt>.tantially  ajid  effectually  exercised  by  her   Majesty^  in 
tniM  for  the  Prince ;  and  that  whatever  wa^  vested  in  the 
Rc^irent,  would,  with  respect  to  her  Majesty,  t>e  exerciserl 
with  a  corresponding  confidence  and  accomroodation—^nd 
that  both  wbfuld  im  equally  wlicitous  to  act  up  to  the  tro^ 
reposed'  in  them,  cofisulerini^  themselves  as  Trastees  and 
TrufKres  only.      But  how  did  the  plan  now  before  their 
iiofdships  et>  to  enable  those  illustrious  personages  to  dis* 
charge  their  hijrh  trust  ?    Was  it  by  depnviny  them  of  all 
liie  means  of  enforrin/ET  the  dischai^  of  it  ?    h  placed  the 
whole  efficient  power  under  four  great  officers — ^They  had 
the  ronfml  denied  aUocret  her  to  the  Regent  andtheQnecn 
—they  bad  no  control  from  the  highest  lord  in  the  House- 
bold,  down  to  the  lowest  menial— there  was  not  a  Page  of 
the  House,  or  a  Groom  of  the  Stable,  which*they  had  the 
power  of  removing,  however  grossly  they  might  violate  or 
neglect  their  re8{)ec(ivc  duties.    And  where  then  was  power 
or  control  of  any  kind  vested  ?  With  a  set  of  individuals, 
in  whom,  however  much  he  might  personally  respect  them, 
becouUl  not,  as  liubjects  not  responsible, 'consent  to  lodge 
uncontroUhble  power.     No  one  telt  more  personal  respect 
fcr  the  noUc  lords  than*  he  did — with  one  of  them  he  had 
lived  long  in  habits  of  private  frieodship*,  a  friirndship  which 
no  political  difference  hiifl  ever  yet  been  permitted  to  disturb; 
to  anotiierof  the  noble  lordti,  ho  bad  the  honour  to  be  re- 
lated :  and  for  a  tliird,  he  felt  unfeigned  respect ;  'but  no 
con«^tderations  like  these  should  be  allowed  to  inteffet^  with  a 
que$:tion  of  this  kind.    The  control  of  the  Household  sboakl 
be  in  Its  fit  place— it  ought  not  to  be  usurped  by  any 
number  of  the  King's  subjects ;  if  it  can*be  left,  with  conve- 
nience, to  repose  in  the  King — why,  there  let  it  remain :  bat 
if  it  be  indispensably  necessary  to  transfer  it  for  a  time  to  a 
Regent,  let  that  regent  have  it,  and  have  it  in  such  a  manner 
a9  that  he  can  exercise  it ;  or,  if  it  be  thought  advisable  lo 
divide  that  influence  with  the  Queen,  let  the  control  go 
along  with  the  trust,  and  render  it  eflective.  The  noble  Earl 
(Liverpool)  had  told  them  that  tbeie  was  vested  in  tha 


Loffds  of  tbe  Tredsarr  a  pow6r  to  correct  and  control  tha 
expenditure  of  the.  Civil  List.  The  aobic  Lord's  infor« 
mation  <hi  this  head  did  not  appear  to  be  aa  accarate  aa 
might  hay^  been  expected  from  his  experience.  The  fad  . 
mia^  that  no  eontr€4  ivbatever  was  Tested  by  this  Bill  ih 
the  Ijords  of  the  Treasnrj  oyer  the  expendituns  of  the 
Honsebold.  They  may  disapprove  of  the  unnecessary  orex- 
eesisive  ejfpenditure  of  any  one  quarter,'  but  they  could  nert 
refose  to  pay  the  demands  made  oii  them  by  thegveat  officefti 
wilder  t he  pfovmmsiif^he  BUI  as  it  irow  stood.  It  might 
be  asked;  how  would  he  have  contrived  at  a  former-  period^ 
^heu  inofiicei  to  resist  any> such  demands?  There  was  no 
analogy,  because  in  that  case  lie  had  the  support  of  a  gra-  . 
cious*  Master ;  bat^  where*  under  the  picsent  provisions'  of 
this.BiU,  was  there  any  such  power  to  ii^terpose  and  deter- 
mine between  the  two  departments,  the  Treasury  and  the* 
Household  ?  In  that  case  the  King  could  decide  in  the  hist 
resort  between  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury.;  whereas  here  there  is  no  such  or  no  similar  in- 
terference required,  or  indeed  admitted  of.  How  then,  he 
asked,  was  the  due  observance  to  be  enforced  upon  either 
side,  of  those  duties  which  belonged  to  both  ?  Wcre.the  de*  ^ 
inand  ten-fokl,  or  an  huudred-fold  greater  than  appeared  to 
the  Lprds  of  the  Treasury,  still  t^re  was  no  reniedy — the 
law  compelled  them  to  pay  it.  He  knew  what  he  was  saying 
—he  knew  himself  to  be  correct— -he  would  stake  his  credit 
upon  it— if  any  noble  lord  doubted  it,  he  could  produce  the 
law  and  read  it.  He  was  dear  that  he  coukl  not  be  contra- 
dicted. Nay,  if  the  Lords  of  the  Household  chose  to  be  ex* 
tr&vagant,  they  not  only  could  not  be  controlled,  but  their 
cxtravagAnoe  might  have  the  consequence  of  stopping  the 
payment  of  our  Ambassadoi-s,  of  even  the  Judges,  ana  not 
the  Judges  onlv,  but  the  Royal  Family.  The  noble  Lord 
then  concluded  by  expressing  his  determination,  before  their 
lordships  -rose,  of  proposing  the  clause  as  it  originally  stood 
in  1789->-and  then,  said  his  Lordship,  I  sliall  see  who  will 
oppose  it,  and  hear,  I  hope,  the  grounds  of  their  opposi- 
tion. . 

I'heir  Loidships  then  divided,  on  the  oKginal  amendment 
of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  which,  our  iieaders  may  re- 
collect, proposed  to  vest  the  control  of  the  Household  ge- 
nerally in*  the  Prince,  subject  to  certain  restrictions,  to  be    ' 
provided  for ina future 3iU* 


A 


Conteote      •    *    tS 
NotCooittts    -    ^ 

Av4  tbaMieodmaiit  beiw  tbiu  Mjgfitiwd  hy  a  nvijority  o» 
the  side  «r  MinMlm  of  Thf«9^  Piwim  Here  not  called. 

Jjfri  ClmKmii^  then  movra  his  araendmeot,  vrhich  went 
Is  desimatiBby  oavci  th^  pariicabir  Offiocn  of  the  Hmae* 
hold  Which  weieto  begifen  to  the  Btteot-— aed  tononuMiic 
those  who  were  to  be  pkood  with  the  Qiieeo^  fov  the  con  of 
the  King*s  peisoo. 

ITpop  this  the  House  diridedi 

CooionlS)  PesispesKBtf  86     PkoviesS^     !I\itaI**-*19S 
NotCootents,  Ditto  -    8*     Ditto    51      Ditto    133 

ftp  which  the  ameodsseRt  was  carried  b^  amajoritjr  of  Po«r 
tf  the  PeaispieMit^  but  lost  by  a  majority  of  £ight  io  aH. 

Upon  our  re-acimiision9  we  found  Lord  Grenville  upon 
his  \Bg$9  advertioK  to  a  clause  in  the  BUI  of  17i0,  whicli 
hi|d  bm  studioody  omitted  in  the  present  Bill.  Mini»ieis 
had  copied  every  clause io  the  former  Bill  which  could  con* 
tribute  to  their  own  poweri  but  bad  omitted  what  was  abso* 
tutdy  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  due  economy  and  con- 
trol. The  clause  to  which  he  alludcHJ  in  the  Bill  of  1789 
Hent  to  jpretfut  the  expenditure  of  the  Household  in  any  one 
^yuarter  uoh»  exceeding,  by  S|000/.  the  cxi)ouditure  of  the 
Mirsapoodiuff  quarter  in  the  preceding  year.  In  the  pie^ 
sent  Bill  that  claum  was  omUted,  and  there  was  no  control 
what4}vsr  in  the  ei^peiiditufe  of  the  Household.  He  there- 
fore moved  a  chiuse>  enacting,  that  the  eicpeaditure  of  any 
one  quarter  should  not  exceiS  by  more  than  9>000/.  that  of 
the  corresponding  quarter  in  1810>  and  that  the  ezpendi^ 
tme  of  the  whole  year  should  not  exceed  that  of  the  year 
lading  the  &ih  January  1811, 

Tk0  Earl  e/  JUverpqdl  opposed  the  clause*  and  con* 
tended  that  the  Treasury  would  have  a  sufficient  control 
e^vor  the  expeodiiute. 

ljH-4  Gremi/lf  denied  the  power  of  the  Treasury  io  con* 
icol  the  expenditure  of  the  Ro;pal  Household,  and  ob» 
isrvedt  thot  the  King  alone  coakl  interpose  between  an  eco» 
nomical  Treasury  ami  an  expensive  Chassherbuo* 


jA)r.  98.]  ireosiier  »au^  6Ti 

The  R0U86  then  dmded  on  tki  Cfocslioii  tiiflt  tlt^  CCmiM 
be  inserted  in  the  Bill*^ 

Contents  present .    •    •       -       84 
Not  ConteDts^ditto     -»        ^       81 

Being  a  majority  oC  Four  of  the  lords  preseitt  in  bMn  of  tU 

CldQse. 
Prozief  were  then  called  on  the  part  of  the  Ministerial  tfiU 

Dority,  and  there  were  found  to  be  of  Prolcies— 
Contents  r  •  -  .<-  39 
Not  Contents      -        -        -*     .  51 

Making  the  whole  numbers- 
Contents    -        -       .        .      ]«4 
Not  Gontoits      -        ^-'132 

Majority  agaitist  the  Clause         *         B 

*  ^  On  our  re-admission  Lord  GrencUle  wasolmrviiig  that  it 
was  perfectly  consistent  that  the  clause  sho«U  be  carried  by 
a  majority  of  the  lords  present,  who  understood  (be  natens 
of  it,  and  negatiyed  by  the  proxies  of  loid»  afvent,  who 
%ere  wbdlly  ignonmt  that  aay  sncb  cluse  had  beeft  pro* 
posed.T-His  lordship  then  pfoceeded  to  remark  Qpoa  the 
studious  omission,  in  eonstiiutiag  tbe  Queett^s  Council,  of 
every  one  connected  by  famiiy  or  kteMst,  Of  in  aaV  wty^ 
with  Ireland,  but  which  indeed  was  consistent  with  those 
ministers  who,  in  the  BMI  as  originally  proposed,  would  have 
actually  prevented  the  Regent  from  visiting  Ireland.  His 
Lordship  conckided  by  proposing  to  insert,  after  the  words 
^  £dward,  Archbishop  of  York,"  in  the  Ibt  of  the 
Queen's  Council,  the  words  *^  Willianii  Archbidiop  ^ 
Armagh." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  opposed  the  motion,  observing, 
that  the  Archbishop  or  Armagh  was  obliged  to  reside  a  part 
of  the  year-  in  I/]eland«  As  to  the  omission  of  Ireland,  it 
arose  from  copying  the  Bill  of  1789,  and  the  mistake  was 
rectified  in  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  brought 
in  the  Bill. 

Lord  Gremitk  said,  lie  was  right  in  his  former  statement^ 
tbirt  iirthe  BrR,  aa  proposed  by  the  King's  Ministers,  trelana 
was  emitted* 

The  Question  was  put,  (bat  tbe  words,  *'  WilKam,  Arch*' 
bishop  of  Arfflagb/'i3e  inserted,  and  negatived  witliout  a 
division* 

Earl  Stanhope  spoke  at  some  length  relative  to  Ihe  formsh 
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lion  of  the  Queer's  Cottscilj  and  the  membeni  of  whom  bjr 
the  Bill  it  was  appointed  to  consist,  observing  tliat  it  was  aC 
least  necessary  to  have  some  members  in  whom  thej  could 
place  confidence  to  watch  the  others.  His  Lordship  con-> 
eluded  bj  moving  to  insert  after  (be  words  ^*  Eawon), 
Archbishop  of  York/'  the  words  '^  John,  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford.'' 

On  this  moiion  the  Honse  divided. 

Contents     ...        68 

Not  Contents      -  *     -        86 

Majority      -        -        18 

Proxies  were  not  called. 

LcrdKifig^  after  somefew  preliminary  observations  rj^tin^ 
on  the  fact  proved  by  unquestionable  evidence,  that  during- 
his  Majesty's  incapacity  in  the  year  1804^  the  Royal  Assent 
was  given  oy  commis^ian  to  fifteen  Bilk,  and  therefore  con* 
oeiving  (he  conduct  of  the  Lord  Chancdlor  subject  to  much 
suspicion,  moved  that  the  name  of  John,  Lord  Eldon,  should 
be  withdrawn  from  the. Queen's  Council. 

The  Eorb  of  Buckinghamshire  aad  IVesimoreUmd  opposed 
the  motion,  and  passed  a  warm  panegyric  on  the  conduct 
and  character  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the  nXimbevs  were : 
'Contents  -  -  64 

Not  Contents     •        -        139 


Majority  -     ....         85 

Some  olh^r  clauses  were  then  proi)09od  by  £arls  Grpy  and 
Lauderdale,  which  were  negatived  without  a'division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  JAMUART  31. 
REGENCY  BILI*. 

The  Chai^ceUor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  ordfr  of  tlio 
day  for  taking  into  consideration,  the  Amendments  sent 
down  by  the  Xords.  The  order  having  bedi  read,  the 
Amendments  were  severally  read  and  agreed  to  without  anjr 
observation,  and  Mr.  Perceval .  and  other  members  were 
ordered  to  carry  th^  Bill  to  the  Xiords,  and  acquaint  their 
LordshiDs  that  that  House  had  agreed  to  their  Ammd- 

meats;. 
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.  Mr.  Whilbread  said,  *  that  he  had  intended  to  make  one 
t>r  two  observations  upon  the  question '  respecting  the 
amendments;  but  having  missed  the  opportunity,  fie  did 
not  then  rise  to  go  into  any  detail ;  he  had  already  explaiiiea 
liis  senthnents  too  fully  not  to  be  understood,  as  to  ^what 
ifcre  his  sentiments  upon  the  Bill  itself,'  whether  aS:  tp'the 
vice  of  its  principle,  its  injiijious  provisions,  ox  theif^^is^ 
chievous  coi^seqtletices.  ijp^n  ali'tliese  he  had  fl[l^r^fljr 
said  enough ;  but  as  upon  a.' ^^jivrmer 'occasion  he  hac)!  e^^ 
pressed  hts  suspicions  of  his  Majesty's  tiiini^ters  a  fjpw  veaH' 
Dack,  Having  beeti  gbiUy  of  an  uncliie  exercise  o.f,tte 
Royal  Authrority,  of  their  having  usurped  that-  autbonty 
fit  a  tini^  when  it  could  not  have  been'  legally  exercisej^I  ;| 
Bnd  as,  from  what  he  has*'siricelcai1ied,  he  had  reason  im 
believe  that  those  suspicions  wcr^  well  fouiulcd,  iinder's\i,^ 
circumstances,  hi;  felt  it  is  duty  to  state,  that^  as spon'as  a 
Parliament  was  regularly,  assembled,  and  in*  case  no  other 
member  should  think  fit  to  do  so,'  he  should  malce  jt  his 
business  to  brins  it  before  the  consideration  of  that  noii^p^ 
and  leave  it  to  them  (o  found  auy  proceeding  uppii  it  fhe^ 
migli t  judge  proper.  \  '  i  \  • 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtier  saidy  that  He^feUj^ 
little  inclined  as  the  honourable  gentlemah  coutd'cie,  to 
renew  a  debate  which  had  already  been  carried  to  such 
extent ;  nor  should  he  now  do  so,  notwithstanding  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had' arredgncd  the  vice  of  a  Bill  to 
which  he  had  just  given  his  assent ;  neither  should  he  refer 
to  their  past  discussions  upon  that  Bill,  farther  than  by 
sayings  tiiat  the  seulimients  be  iiad  stated  durinn;  tiiat  dis** 
cussion  were  uftchan9ird>  and  that  ha  had  had  thci  good 
fortune  to  have  bad  with  him  a  majprity  of  the.iiouse  in 
confirmation  of  the  justice  of  those  sentiments.  With 
respect  to  the  other  topic ,  as  he  considered  what  fell*  from 
tk&  honourable  gentleman  as  a  notice,  he  sboiitd  9M  nlW 
go  Hito  a  detailed  explanation,  but  content  himself 'wifh 
saying,  tha4  he  should  be  ready  to  meet  the  i^harge.  He, 
no  doubt,  had  no  more  pergonal  knowledge  of  the  transac- 
tion than  the  honourable  gentleman  himself;  bat  from  the 
information  he  had  received  npon  that  subject,  an  informa- 
tion on  wfotch  he  rested  the  most  complete  reliance,  he  liad 
no  besitatMin  in  stating,  that  if  tiie  information  he  hac)  re* 
ceived  was  true,  ofwhichhehad  no  doubt,  he.  should  be 
fully  prepared  to  meet  any  charge  which  the  htfnourable 
gentleman  might  think  proper  to  bring  forward  ;  and  upoa 
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the  same  grtounda,  be  waa  equally  conWcnt,  (hat  he  should 
Ik  able  to  satisfy ^th^  Hpuse,  that  tHe  uct  coinplain«\  of  wa» 
'lonc'uniI(?rtl/ciramccliate  sanction  of  that  very  ^^tbofitj 
>f  which 'it  ba^liccii  p^rc^nmacUo.lmvc  }>ecn^Ue. violation ;  M 
tis'iic  miderstxKxl  (he  gfinUpni^n's  ,oIm*rvatiQns  to  .be  nica^t 
asi  ijofice.  piciTly,.he  el^ould  for  t&ci,prcscat  abstain  from 
going  into  any  detail.  .    .     r 

^!m.  7f7JiVir'eflrfsaVl4hat,wh«ithc  rkhi, to-^Wtl«»»n 
Wiinted.hmi  Willi  ossenlingio  the  BiU.hcl{ficl  .cojpflbincd 
bf;  mera>  b(H:f\iiK>;  hc\^r..y  )bdcl  iifadyprl^fly^  w^Ulcd 
to  atiriodnce  by  Jiis  ;ybicc\hi8  .di$^e«lT-?*b<?I^We  ,ngbt 
hoKoi'rafele  centlerxian  descended  to.  B)pke,^^V.cl^ , a  IriFial 
6b)Mm  as  tjiit/he  ^A  timl  lyJki^b  certi^Mdy,  cpjfW  not 
i'xxfier  touch' asfiisHiira,  qrcT^presp -.olhecs;  jjs.to^m  (Mr. 
V'l^)  opihioiis,  he  had  said  tjhat  thej,  as  wdl  those  of  the 
ttglit  liohoufablc*  gentleman,,  bad  mnaiAed .  undiangcd ; 
iild  a&  to  the  promises  held  fprth  ,J)y  .the jigiht  honpuraWe 
gentleman  as*  to  What  he  ^hoijild'be  al^Ie  to.  do  \«hen  the 
hiaitfer  should  coiijc  to  issue,  he  (R^r..  W.)   qoiild  only 
say,  that  it  would  be  very  satisfaclo|-y  to  the  gublic,  iftbe 
tight  hbnowablc  gentleman  could  establish  l3|y  .proof,  what 
be  jiad  so  laboured  ip  establish  by  assertion.    .Here,  the  con* 

Versatiqa  droptoed.  .     . ,.  - 

*«,>.«-       If'. 


.  »   " 


IlOySE  pF,I,OBDS. 

«  *  • 

AGAX9CST  THE  KWECTlOir  OF  tiOIWH  KING^a  MOTIOH  FOR 
;  OVITTINO  THE  irA»i«  OF  ^  ^HK  I^Orfll  ELDO«,  AS 
I     ON-B  OF  HER  ilAJfiTY's  COUI»CtL/JAN.  18,  1811. 

■'      .   OltSENTlENT)  ...••'■ 

■;.  Fiii't,  became  itis  of  the  higb^  wpottance,  *»»»  >*  <^ 
..•pointmentof  hCTiMajcsty'u  Counciltbe  piiWic  stooWMTe 
ewy  Bccuritr,  whicU  previous  oonidiict  cart  affonl,  Idat 
the  peisons  composing  the  wme  mil  not  act  m»der  any 
undue  bias;  but  that  whibt  they  foUowthe  cooKse  pre- 
scribed to  them  by  their  duty  for  rcstorbig  lus  Mawatyto 
tbe  pMbiic  exercise  of  hU  Royal  functions,  ^e»CT«  he  shall 
be  m  a  capacity  to  resume  them,  they  will  natlwr  expose 
his  Majesty  to  the  danger  of  a  too^early  P«w««.«5T^ 
nor  couour. in  representing  bis  Majesty  asqualifiod  toact 
in  his  high  office,  before  his  recovery  shall  be  compwte. 


Hdii^tdifny  tdkciv  oti  bath  1 

tw^mh^^fef  Kbrtiarjr .  180    , 
pnfeiflSTirtcoufifiTI'oA  tie  tWMy-|lili;d  of  ApHt'totlqfyih^^;  *,, 
and*ih$t'he^6uld*'ccA'sidel-^'^tb^'^  be(wecfi  tftose'  \ 

periods  as*  eonitUirtlrtg'' the  du  of  liis  Maje§^^  «  di^easb : , 

atHKat  tinieV**  Ycl'neverthdcss^it  appears  from  the  Jramals,  ^., 
of  this  Hbiise,  thai  btftweerith*  i\io  days'  above  mentK^pedy,  ^ 
John  JUnrd  £ldon»  beinff  then  Lord  High  Chanceltor  or  ' 
Great  Britaii^  did,'On  tiie  fifth  of  March  i80|^  'ireceive,  . 
and  in  his  Majest^^s  nakni^  signify^  his  M^estys  content  to  a 
Bill,  intituled,  <^An  Act  to  enable  htsMajMy  to  grant  the 
inheritance  an   fce-sfitiple   of  certain   rofttiorsj  mossuases^ 
lands,  ^afd~  herecJUametfts,   in    the   parishes   of    By£et, 
Weybridgc,   Wallin,  Wallinleigh,.  and  Chertsey,  in  the 
counly  of  Surrey,  to  his  Royal  Highnes^. Frederick  Duke 
ofi  Yott'^afld'  Alb&ny,  &!**  a;  valUabW  consideration  ;*' 
and  tteit'he'dh)  also  put  the  GVcftt  Sehl  to  a  Commissioa  ' 
dated  9th  oC  Match,  bjVirttieOfVhich'fiffteti  Bills  te-' ' 
ceiyed  the  Royal  assent ;  as  well  as  to  a  Commission  dafed^ ' 
March  SSd,  under  which  seventeen  othe/'fltlkTecriredih^ 
Royal  assenAr^,  althougli  faM  'Mf^esty  tvaft^'atWhdt  time,*  as 
appears  by  4he  •evid<*nbe  above  recited,*  •afflicted  by  'a*'^: 
inalddy  of  thesame  natmre^aiMl  character  ivtfh  that  iirfiicU*^' 
ha9  tiour  ticcasioned  a  silsp^stoh^of  thell^l  functions'.  <      '^ 

Thiidly,  Because  it  further  appears  frdm 'the  same '^vi-^ 
dence,  ^^  that  aftef  the  period  whfenh  h  Majesty  unh  so  far  re*  '^ 
covered  lisbe  to  itbleto^tnuisact  busfn^ataify  period  of  lAiy 
day,  be  still  {retained  suoH  imarksr'of  inAfarp66itfl»fi  aboUt  hiiik  ^ ' 
as  made  it  expedient  that  some  one -of  his  physidaM'shohlH/'- 
be  about*  higpenxMiforTOnie  ramittis  HftCT^iafds;  aifd't^af 
Dr«  Heb^eaVas  in  attcndHnce  on  his  Mtfje^ty  so  late  as  -^ 
the  6nd  of  Octobeir ;"  ahdit  was  stated  faiilebate/aiKl'iiGrt ' 
deov^,  thal^  durnig'*ihis  latter  period,  aifd*f>fflMic«ilarlyiM'-' 
th^  lOthof  June,  IS04,  ^hen  it  vasihideiytdDd  and  be^ 
Iiev«d  botb'by  this  House  aud  the  puWic,  that  his  Majesty 
was  perfectly  recovered,  his  Maj«ity  ftotHNi)y  corfftriued  in  ' 
a  state  which  requited  medical  guidance,  but  that  both  Dr. 
Simmons  and  his  assistants  were  still  in  attendance  on,  and 
possessed  a  control  over  his  Maliesfy ;  yet,'  that  neverthe* 
Ie»i,^  while  ^bisMftjcsty  was  stiti'i^tigtet'to^imch  personal 
controi,"ihe  said  John  Lord  Etdon,  as*  Ldrdi 'High  Chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britain,  did  receive  hb' Majesty's  pleasom   ^ 
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on  fjlvere  important  matters  of  bis  Majesty's  n^l  govern- 
ment; and  did,  in  virtue  of  hi$  said  office,  perform  yarioiig 
public  acts  requiring  the  sanction  of  the  King's  authority. 

Fourthly,  Because  John  Lord  Eldon,  having  so  con* 
ducted  himselfj  is  not,  in  our  own  judgment,  a  person  to 
whom  the  sacred  trust  of  acting  as  one  of.  her  Majesty's 
Council  in  the  care  of  his  Bfajcsiy's  person,  and  in  the  ms- 
charge  of  the  other  most  important  duticsi  by  this  act 
committed  to  the  said  Council,  can  with  propriety  or  safety 
be  comokitted* 

GREY  ROSSLYN 

LAUDERDALE  DERBY 

VA8SAL  HOLLAND      ASH  BURTON 
ERSKINE  PONSONBY 

PONSONBY,  Imo. 


The  following  Protest  was  read  by  LonI  Grosvenor,  in 
the  course  of  hi3  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Monday 
the  28th  ult.  on  a  question  of  receiving  an  appeal  froor 
Scotland. 

.^^  Dissentient, 

^f  Because  the  auibarUy  by  whiith  Parliament  has  now 
the  moans  of  delil|mtiiig,  is  derivedi  from  a  proceeding 
irr^ukur,  and  only  to  be  justified  by  the  necessity  of  the 
case;  it  ought,  therefore,  to  be  strictly  circumscribed  by 
the  same  rule»  and  not  be  permitted  to  extend  to  matters 
beyond  the  purposes  for  which  it  baa  been  cieated. 

^^  Because  the  above  appeal  has  no  connection  with  those 
obj^ts  to  ^hich  the  attention  of  Parliament  is  now,  from 
an  uci  of  nepessity,  directed. 

'*  Because,  if  a  Parliament,  meeting  under  the  circum* 
stances  of  the  present,  when  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  is 
incapable  of  exertion,  should  assume  to  itsdf  a  free  scope  in 
the  objects  of  its  deiibemtion,  befoie  the  defect  in  the  Legia- 
lature  is  supplied,  subjects  may  be  brought  into  discussion,, 
by  which  a  precedent  may  be.  establish^  subversive  of  thd 
Monarchy  and  the  Constitution.** 


FBIDAY,   FSBKUART   L 

Mr.  Long  and  seveml  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  B^ency  Bill  with,  the  Amend* 
ments,  agreed  to. 


F£B.  1.3  RBOENOT  BILL.  ^685 

.CQHMI86ION   Fpit  GIVING   THB   ROYAL   ASSENT  TO  THB 

UBGETCCY   BILL. 

.  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  thej  were  now  i^rrived  at  a 
stage  of  this  proceeding  which  was  perfectlv  new,  namely, 
the.  issuing  a  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  for  giving 
the  Royal  assent  to  the  jRegency  Bill,  and  for  which  there 
was  no  precedent  on  the  Journals  of  either  House  of  Parlia* 
mint,  under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  he  did  not 
deem  it  advisable  to  move  at  once  a  Resolution,  authorising 
the  issuing  of  such  a  Commission ;  but  thought  it  would  be 
more  proper  to  hy  the  proposed* form  of  the  Commission  on 
the  taole^for  their  Lordships*  consideration,  givinj^  notice, 
that  to-morrow,  if  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  discussion 
on  the  question,  he  would  move  the  Resolution  ;  but  if  the 
subject  was  to  be  debated,  he  should  then  feel  it  necessary, 
to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  a  debate  on  a  Saturday,  to 
postpone  the  motion  till. Monday.  His  lordship  laid  o^the 
table  the  form  of  the  Intended  (>>mmission,« 

The  Earl  of  Derby  thought  that  a  needless  delay  was 
incurred  by  the  proceeding  of  the  noble. Lord  (Liverpool), 
in  additiou  to  tne  very  ^extraordinary  delay  which   had 
already  taken  place,  as  the  noble  Lord  might  have  given 
notice  yesterday,  that  if  the  Bill  was  returned  to-day,  he 
would  then  move  the  Resolution.   ,  As  it  wbs>  he  thought  it 
would  be  difficult  for  noble  Lords  to  give  the  proposed 
form  of  the  Commission,  only  one  copy  of  which  was  on 
the  table, : a  due  consideration.     Was  it  intcndied  to  sum* 
.  mon  the  House  ?    (The  Earl  of  Liverpool  answered  ^'  No.")  < 
It  would  then  be  diHicuU  to  make  the  matter  sufficiently 
public  for  noble  Lords  to  attoid.    He  observed,  that  the 
usual. words  in  a  Conmission  for  passing  Bills,  namely, 
^^. Having  3een  and  perfectly  understood,  &c."  were,  in  the 
forn^  oa  the  table,  left  out ;  and  ihdee(l  they  could  not  be 
retained  under  the  present  circumstances  withoat  a  manifest 
ateardity.    Some  observations  might  therefore  be  made  on 
the  form  of  the  proposed  Commission^  although  not  iq- 
tended  to  give  rise  to  a  ddtmte.    He<lid  not  by  any  means 
wish  ta  J^  th^  means  of  producing  further  delay.     His 
sebtivients  respecting  the  proceedings  of  Ministers  on  this 
subject  had  iKvcn  more  ably  urged  by  Qther  noble  Lords. 
He  should  not  therefore  attempt  to  debate  the  question; 
^is^opiflion  respopting  it  remained  the  same  asin  1786  and 


1789 ;  he  protested  against  the  fictitiotis  mode  tihich  had 
been  adopted,  of  sanctiomi^  in  the  Ro^lit*  tiaVMihe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  two  Houses,  and  he  should  morelj  coimne 
bini9elf  to  a  declaratfon  of  his  dissent. 

The  EnH'»f  Liverpool  cohtendet!,  that  hfe  could  not  with 
tttiy  regnlarily  have  giyen  rrotice  of  his  motion  before  it  was 
known  whether  the  House  of  Commons  would  agree  to  the 
amendments  in  the  Bill*— -and  that  this  was  the  first  moment 
(the  Bill  hnrtng  been  just  returned  from  the  Commons) 
that  be  could,  according  to  regular  Parliamentary  form^ 
give  his  notice. 

Lard  Etlenbofough  suggested,  that  observations  miglit 
iMi  rtiade  to-morrow  irpon  the  form  of  the  Commission  and 
the  manner  oX  wording:  it,  but  without  any  intention  of 
jimdoein^  an  adverse  discussion,  so  as  to  leaa  io  a  division. 

The  Karl  of  Lrterpool  adverted  t6  liis  original  notice, 
and' said  he  must  reserve  to  himself  the  pbwer  of  either 
iftoving  the  Resolution  to*morr6w,  if  no  observations  were 
likely  to  be  made  that  would  lead  to  a  debate,  or  of  post- 
poning it  till  Monday,  if  a  discussion  was  likely  to  arise. 

Adjcmro^. 


*A«*^»-.-rtM^ 


HbUSE'OF  COMMONS. 

I 

FEIBAY,    TtBtkVAnr  1. 
ISSUE    OF   MONEY. 

A/r.  WhUbrtaiy  seeing  the  right  honourafMe  the  Chaif<' 
edior  of  the  Ezcheicjuer  in  his  place,  wished  io  arici  Whdher 
certain  information  which  be  had  received  wa^  c^rect,  vi^. 
"Vi^bether  there  existed  in  the  Exchequer' any  warfettt  or 
wartaBts  for  the  issuing. of  Money,  •  sigfied  by  his  Majeity, 
•ltd  bearing  d^tesome  time  betweitfn  theSiMh  and  SOtb  oT 
October,  i8i0?  Upon  the  answer  to  this ^qneslion  would 
depend  whether  be  should  feel  it  necessary  to  give  norioe  of 
a  nMMion  oi>  the  subject. 

Mn  Petcevttl  admitted,  that  there  was  oife  warrHnf  or  two 
sigmd  by  his  Mnjesfy,  and  dated  between  th^  periods  nlen^ 
tipvied^  for  the  issue  of  small  sums'  of  moneyi  He  Mi^y 
hpweveri  that  it'  haid  been  usual  to  send  warmnts  of  this 
description'  to  bis  Majesty  for  signaturej  with  the  dhfe^ 
left  Uank^  io  be  afterwards  filled  up.  He  added,  that  ihiere 
vasr  a  rPHiry .  Seai  wanantj  dated  Ihe27tb  of  Oet^bc^r^  oo 


the  iobfi^ouaQt  p^ntpf  ir^^h  day^  ip.tbe  cnijpipaofj3i)r.Jifc 
3ttlfordy}^ig,]&l|ajissi^V^i^rder£ad  <;oqim/tis)^. 

i^r.WM(br€Q4,gBpp  tfhft  4rigbft,hoa.  gemleoij^p.crfidUipr 
Jbis.pajpdpur,  .^nd  ^j^sposiliop  to  state  'all  .pe^]fnew  oo  itie 
jubjecf^  ,But,)t  wasde^ir^ble  to  >aeerUm  w^eih^r  it  (lad 
.ze^ily.ib^n  (he  copiipqn  .pra9ti(;e  ,to  get  Wfirranu  ^igood 
jvith  <  btffp]^.  ^ali^Sy  aad  .vrn^^he.r  aav  qther  blaaks  w^^  . 
y^ually  kft  in  ppbli^  dpp/u^^uts  of  M^is  kjnda.t.thetiine  of 
jsigpat^ure  ? ,  J3«.WQvW.;tii.eiQfqi:e  gi^e ..notice, of  .9^  mottqq, 
or  now  mo^vjj,  if  tiie.  figjii 'boll^^ejfl}|(f^^ap  Ji}s^d  00  ,6b^c- 
tion,  U)at  all^warrapt&for  Alieiss^e  .df  t^ou^y^  dated  since 
Ihe  IStlvpf  Qctobei^,  18i6„$faouI4.Ue  Jaid  be;ioiTtbel;)o«8ef 

Ppii)esiiggrestiop,qf,Mi:/Pei^^^       Mr.  VV}?itbread  4^ 
fencid ^is^pteoded^vAW  V>[>»  i^^W^'^^y-—A4if^i^fl»^- 

'      »  »  "..    'J     t.^  W  ^ 

«0![JSE  OF  LORDS. 

'    —  •  •  ■  • .    '  '   *  .  .   .     '  . 

A^VIXING  'THE   GtlEAT   8EAI«. 

.ll^e  QQ^ice  ,he  had-givjea  th^  day  hfBfore,  :to  move  jl;he  reM^ 
lution  ^authoriBing  c^rtaid  Gomjni^fioikQr^  to  afiy  t.h^  Qrta^ 
Seal  ip  tlj^  K.ing's  na^e,  tp  the  Regency  billy  in  viitue  of 
the  CJoRipiiwop  he  hftd  yoei^rdtiyil^oo  tfee  tuble,  amd 
yAuch  he  sjaojmI^  thj^o  xixosp  to  be  reild*  Hi?  Lord«bip;*« 
Piiotipn  .b^lpg  .ipgde,  put,  :(\ii^  oamed  yi<«^.,di^.  tibeCooi^ 
inissjoD  was  accordingly  ne^d  by  tib^  iclj^ck. 

/«ord  Holland  then  rose,  af)d  sa^d^  ihat  c^fter  the  dlscMH 
sions  chat  had  already  taken  place,  dtitring  the  proceediuet 
in  this  business,  ^nd»  after  tbe  lo9g  pnd  unnecessary  de- 
lays which  had  occurred^  U  w^^  by  t^  JBeqns  jbis  iotentioQ  ' 
to  trespass  Ioi)g  ppon  ti)e  attention  of  the  Hotise,  or  tq 
start  any  thing  that  might  le^d  to  a  prc^iac^ed  .discussion  i 
but  in  the  view  he  took  of  the  whole  of  this  subject,  and 
particularly  of  the  measure  now  pro|^osed  to  be  carried 
into  eifectii  he  felt  it  19  be  \m  boupdeo  duty  to  make  aoo^ 
thcr  declarajtion  of  his  seotiocieiits,  and  express  his  eotijf 
reprobation  of  the  proposition  of  the  aoble  Earl.  He  con- 
sidered the  whole  course  of  tlie  proceedings  as  contrary  19 
^11  the  analogies  of  the  Constdutlon,  to  the  practice  o/onr 
ancestors,  and  to  the  statute  law  of  the  land..  Thcs^  pro^ 
oeedings.had  already  kept  the  country  wiihoi^t  a  legal  and 
an  efficient  government  for  the  space  of  th^ee  mpntbiia 
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And  mieht  have  exposed  it  toftlill  greater  daogeiB  than  bad 
been  felt;  which  was,  indeed,  very  near  occurrin^g  from 
the  difference  of  opinions  between  the  two  Hooks  of  Par- 
liament.    He  contended  that  there  was  no  precedent  co  be 
found  for  this  procedure  of  affixing  the  Great  Seal^  bjr 
which  they  acted  in  the  teeth  of  the  sUtutCt  which  de- 
clared the  mcompetency  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  an  act  without  the  coocnrrence  of  the  third* ' 
The  present  measure  went  still  further  than  the  fortner  one, 
which  only  put  the  Great  Seal  to  a  Commission  for  opening 
the  Parliament:  whereas  this  went  to  the  full  extent  of 
passing  a  Legtslati\'e  Act.     No.  Act  of  Parliament couM 
t>e  passed  but  by  the  Parliament,  consisting  of  the  three 
branches  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons :  but  in  this  case^ 
the  absurdity  of  a  fiction  was  resorted  to,  professing  to  be 
in  the  King  s  name,  when  it  was  notorious,  and  had  beeq 
resolved  upon  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  the 
King  was  actually  incapable  of  the  exercise  of  the  Kingly 
funcuons,  and  consequently  could  have  no  will  of  his  own. 
The  precedent,  as  it  was  termed,  of  1788-9,  vas  not  com- 
plete :  but  it  must  be»  admitted,  even  by  those  who  con- 
tended fur  i^  that  it  was  no  precedent  in  the  present  parti- 
cular instance,  since  the  proceedings  of  that  period  bad 
never  reached  this  stage.    The  Lord  uhancellor  might  pat 
the  Great  Seal  to  this  Bill,  but  be  must  do  so  upon  nis  re- 
spottstbility  ;  and  the  same  responsibility  must  attach  to 
the  other  principal  agents  in  this  unconstitutional  traos« 
action.    iJe  should,  therefore,  hold  them  for  such  conduct 
amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land,  until  they  were  absolved 
by  a  bill  of  indemnity. ' 

Earl  Gre^  nfiid^  that  concorring  as  he  did  in  all  that 
had  fallen  from  his  noble  friend,  he  must  take  this  oppor* 
tiinity  solemnly  to  protest  against  this  measure,  as  totally 
contrary  to  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
and  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  duties  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  of  the  law  of  the  land.  Those  who  used 
the  Great  Seal  in  this  manner  were,  no  doubt,  responsible 
for  their  conduct  till  they  procured  an  indemnification. 
This  measure  would  be,  at  best,  but  the  measure  of  the 
two  Houses  assenting  to  their  own  acts,  and  making  use 
of  the  King's  Great  beal  for  that  purpose.  It  was  not  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  a  fiction,  and  an  absurdity  contrary 
to  law.  fjot  meaning  to  dwell  in  detail  upon  the  subject, 
he    must    repeat  his  protestation  against  the    measure. 


reserring  <to  himself  at  ohy  fatuite  (ley^tihe right  X)f  quesk 
liontng  tbe  legality  and  propriety  of><this't|^|(oceediD^  of 
nmkifig  those  who  a<stied  upon  it  ameoable  to^tbe  ktwaigf 
thetr  country.  » 

Ths  Ewri^  Livtrp^ot  said,  ihiH  aUhoufh  he  shoulA 
•bsf^a  from  any  ^keer^atbns  that  might  t^ad  to  fartbir 
diBCttfiaion^  he  felt  it  impossible  to  let  the  reitiarks  that.hiKl 
%een  made  tiy  the  two  itoble  lords  oppoerib  '|mM>by  4Vtithout 
«ome  tibtice.  He  never  codtd  «it  slletitiy  and  pertnrt  thin 
measure  to  be  so  ^haract^ited«  ^  -He  was  neady  to  maitf- 
AiUD)  ihat  this  mode  of  prtsceeding  ^o^asmiyeh  more  Atiaio<^ 
jMos  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  than  any  otbef  that 
bad  been  suggested.  The  precedent  of  17^8^0,  ^his  Lof^ 
ahip  contended,  was  of  sofficient  amborityV  sold  wasUiAt- 
vng  on  Parliament  in  timHar  caaeai  It  Was  sufficiiTnfljr 
l^gaii^^d  by  the  speech  from  the  throne 'SJabseottently  del^jL 
<v«red,  and  hy  other  traniaolions  'of  that  Pai^iiament.  'k 
vouJd  nowj  Iy^  trusted,  be  confirmed  l^  <th6  eoilduoi  df 
both  Houses,  and  would  tben^be  folly  saoetictned 'and  e8t#-  ' 
blklted  legally,  as  tf  binding  precedent  in  aR  future  cas^ 
of  the  son.  Noble  Lords 'might  argue  asuhey  ehMey-and 
ahew  as  irttrch  ingenaity  Hb  ^th^y  pleased  in  opposing  tihe 
doieasure,  bot  after  all,  they 'must  eonie  ^to  (his  c<MioIusi()ti 
*-*that  some  irregularity  mim-  be  cfoimi^iiieiEl^  i£very  otlvjr 
rmode  proposed  was  in  itself  equally  irfsegalar.  In  the  t^* 
fortunate  case*  of  his  ^f  aj^^y^s  inlibrKty  to  dischet^e  bis 
Royal  functions,  there  was  ho  right  inherent  in  niiy  .persoh 
to  supply  the  defect.  Tbat  defect  i^mltiived  to  be  suflplieti 
only  by  the  two  remaining  branches  of  the  L^gislaioret: 
andahe  mode  that  had  been  adopted  iti  17M-dy  and  on  tht 
'preaent  occaision,  he  would  ev^r  marnuin,  was  theaafelt 
and  most  con^tittittoori  ^ode  that  conld  be  adopted.  Tife 
Commission  mutit 'run  in  the  nume  of  •the-King;  and  r^ 
specting  its  legitlity,  be  had  not  hesfd  ft  denied  by  atiy 
noble  Lord  that  all  the  subordinate  eourta  of  justice  wonm 
•acknowledge  that  legality,  and  act  ander  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  The- other  proceeding,  by  address,  was  more  irre* 
guiar,  as  he  had  already  said,  and  was  only  to  be  resorted 
to  in  the  case  of  revolution,  as  the  precedeiftg  on  chat  point 
infficiently  sbewdd. 

Lord  Holland  rose  again  io  explain  his  opinion,  Which 
had  been  misconceived  by  the  nroble  Earl.  He  denied  the 
validity  of  the  precedent  of  1788-d)  both  from  its  total  want 
.of  Analogy  to  consltttttknial  prinoiplet  and  from  its  having 
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femaibed  tocompleie*.  ]n  the  present  lu^taoce,  he  com* 
plained  also  that.eveta  that  precedent  biid  hot  been  strictly 
adhered  to.  He  ooa&idered  the  proceediog  as  remaioing 
to  be  questioned  in  all  its  parts^  as  well  as  tbe-cpnduct  of 
the  .actors  in  it;  Qoless,  as  he  before  stated,  (hey  were  in- 
demnified by  an  Act  of  Paritameot  for  that  express 
purpose. 

Lord  RodeidaU  maintained  that  the  present  procodar^ 
did  not  involve  that  irregularity  which  wiis  Hscribed  to  it  by 
some  noble  londs.  The  precedents  on  this  subject  were 
decidedly  io  favourof  this  mode  of  proceeding.  The  le* 
gislative  epactments  in  th^  minority  oF  Henry  VI.  were 
passed  on<a  dniilar  ^authority  to  thai  now  proposed,  and 
4>o  no  othec.  The  only  precedents  which  could  be  relied 
on  by  nbble  liOrds  opposite  were  precedents  drawn  from 
jiooea  of  reyoloLion  and  fprce.  The  first  was  that  of  the 
;accesi^n  of.  Richard  111.  to  the  Throne,  w^en  the  Par- 
liament, with  the  Mayor  and  Corpqmtion  of  Ijondop»  ad- 
dressed him  (then  being  Dukeot  Gloucester)  to  take  the 
Throne  and  Government*  -  That  was  a  revolution;  and  the 
;measure  was  a  measure  of  force.  The  next  precedent  was 
the  case  of  William  and  Mary,  which  was. the  revolution 
titaelf^  in  which  the  same  parties  acted  in  a  similar  manner. 
It  was  even  admitted  by  the  managers  of  the  Commons 
•before  the  Lords,  upon  theitnpeaclimentof  JDr.  Sachcvereli, 
.that  the  measure  of  the  revolution  had  been  carried  by 
.force  ;  they  were  thus  proceeding  against  Dr*  Sacheverell, 
-for  having  given  to  the  revolution  a  differeca  characiec 
^rom  that  which  the  Commons  had   put  upon,  it.    The 

frecedent  of  1788-9  was  regular^  conclusive,  and  blodiag. 
t  was  absurd,  it  9fh$  a  perversion  of  understanding,  to 
maintain  that  the  two  Houses  had  the  power  of  vesting. all 
the  Royal  functions  in  an  individual  as  Regent,  and  to  deny 
'to  those, the  power  of  advising  the.  affixing  of  the  Great 
8eal  to  their  measures  for  supplying  the  Kingly  defect. 
The  act  now  to  be  pecformed  wanted  no  bill  of  indemnity. 
It  was  its  own  indemnity,  and  carried  with  it  its  own  justi- 
fication. The  noble  and  learned  Lord,  then,  with  consi- 
derable animation,  observed,  that  attempts  had  been  made 
to  deter  persons  from  doing  their  duty  by  terror ;  but,  he 
trusted  that  there  wtis  firmness  and  determination  enough 
in  those  who  had.  thut  duty  to  perform,  to  disregard  all  Such 
attempts  at  intimidation,  (flear !) 
Lord  Holland. iQ^  tignin  io  consequence  of  what  hod 


F^9i2.1  .AFFIXING    TaE-:OR£AT   SBAL.  691. 

been  said  by  the  iioble  and  learned  Lord  respecting  the 
value  diid  force  of  the  precedents.  In  doin^  so,  he  should 
not  innke  any  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  that  noble  and 
learned  Lord's  candour ;  but  he  should  appeal  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  his  learning  and  his  memory.  He  (lord  Holland) 
had  in  a  speech  on  a  former  occasion  endeavoured  to  prove 
Ao  the  House  that  there  was  no  precedent  applicable  to  the 
case  that  justified  the  present  proceeding.  He  had  only  to 
tell  the  noble  Lord  that  if  he  would  stve  him  one  prece-; 
dent  wherein  the  functions  of  the  thira  branch  were  exer- 
cised, as  now  proposed,  without  the  pow^r  of  assent  or  dis* 
sent,  he  would  give  him  his  vote  for  the  measure.  (Hear ! J 
He  should  wish  to  bear  the  noble  Lord^s  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion which  he  thus  distinctly  put;  In  looking  back  to  pre- 
cedents and  authorities,  he  might  be  permitted,  without 
meaning  any  reflection  upon  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
to  remind  him  that  there  were  persons  iully  iequal  to  him  in 
teaming  and  wisdom  who  had  maintained  opinions  very 
.different  from  his.  (Here  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Sellon,  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Maynard,  and  otht^rs.)  In  the  year  1789,  the  precedent 
never  had  advanced  to  the  present  stage  \  and  he  had  no 
right  to  believe,  but  as  the  thing  was  never  dom,  he  had 
rt  right  to  assume,  that  the  Lord  Chaticellor  of  that  day 
would  not  have  put  the  Great  Seal  in  this  nniannef  to  a  Bill 
.  as  a  regular  Act  of  Fqriiament.  This  could  hot  be  called  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  being  only  the  act  of  the  two  Houses 
asscfnting  to  their  owa  Resolutions.  There  was  nothing 
analogous  to  this.  The  Statute  of  Charles  the  Second 
was  in  the  teeth  of  the  whole  proceeding.-  Seeing  the  great 
delays  that  had  already  occurred,  and  the  great  dangers 
likely  to  result  from  a  farther  prolongation  of  the  busJnes^,' 
he  should  not  make  any  far^hier  observations,  than  to  repeal?  * 
once  mdre  his  conviction  of  the  responsibility  of  those  whf^ 
act6d  for  such  a  purpose  under  a  Comniission,  With  the 
Gii^at  Seal  'put  to  it  in  the  manner  and  udder -the  cifcuth- 
stances  as  proposed. 

The  Lord  chancellor  then  proceeded  to  put  the  question 
on  the  Resolution,  which  passed  nem.  diss. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  words  '^  The  fifth  (as  we  understood)  of  Fe- 
hraary,"  which  was  agreed  to  nem.  diss.  A  message  was 
then  ordered  t(i  be  sent  to  the  Commons,  desiring  them  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  Resolution  passed  by  their  Lordships, 

Adjourned. 
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;  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MOllI>AV^  FEB.  4. 

COMMISSION  I'OB  G1VI24G  AN  AS8BNT  TO  TUB  KEQKNCT 

BILL.  ^ 

On  the  ax)tion  of  the  Earl  of  LiverpooU  a  message  was 
aent  to  the  Caianiv>as»  desiviog  a  present  conference  io  the 
Painted  Cbaiul>er«i  on  a  matter  of  high  icnporuoce  to  bis- 
lyiajes'y  and  the  N^ion. 

The  huM)  Masters  in  Chancery  sent  with  the  message  (Mr* 
Cox  Httd  Mr.  Steele)  having  returned,,  Mr.  Cox  reported- 
that  the  Couamons  had  agreed  to  the  conference  desiied  bj 
their  Lordships. 

Siiortly  afterwards  Mr.  Quarme,  the  Deputy  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod,  <;aaie  to  the  bar,  atid  announced  that  the 
Coipmoos  were  ready  for  the  conference  in  the  Painted 
Chamber. 

The  lords  appointed  to  manage  the  conference*  namely, 
the  Lord  President  (Earl  Camden)»  the  Lord  Privy  Seal 
(Earl  of  Westeioreland)»  the  Eacl  of  Liverpool,  the  Earl 
of  Glandore,  the  fiishop  of  Killala,  Lord .  Napier»  Lord 
Walsin&haoii  IiOr4  Rolle»  and  Lord  Arden,  went  forth. 
.  On  their  return  sooq  afterwards.  Earl  Camden  reported 
^at  they  bad  comiiiuoicated  to  the  Commons  the  Kesolu* 
tion  passed  on  Satardayi  for  issuing  a  Commission  under 
tfie  (jlreal  Seal  for.  giving  an  assent  in  the  King's  name  to 
4he  Regency  Bill.. 

!%€  Earl  of  Mohra  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  renew  tbe 
debate,  but  &r  the  purpose  of  protesting  in  tlie  face  of  his 
eouatry,  which  he  most  solemnly  did,  against  the  whole 
proeeedtog-^  pcoceeding  which  he  considered  to  be  a  de- 
liberate, violation  of  the'  law  of  the  land,  without  the  exte- 
oqati^n  of' any  exigency,  for  the  exigency  might  have  bectt 
adequately  provided  for  without  an^  violation  of  the  law.— > 
The  proceeding  was  not  only  a  vtolatiou  of  the  law,  but 
filso  of  all  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  led  to  the 
estabiisbment  of  a  precedent  of  the  most  mischievous  ten* 
dency.  Considering  it  in  this  point  of  view,  lie  felt  it  to  be 
^  his  duty  to  protest  n^inst  it,  which  he  did  in  tbe  most  s^ 
kmn  m«inner.^^Adjourned. 


via.  4,] 
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,  Sir  W*  ScolJ, 
^r.  Rose^ 
Gen.  Phtpp6» 
Mr.  Manners  Suttofii 
Mr.  Wallace* 
I'fae  Solicitor  Geaeraf. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY^   FEB.  4. 

COMMISSION  FOft  GITXNO  AM  ASS£JfT  TO  THB   SSCfiMCT 

BlUi. 

The  Speaker  took  thecbair  at  four  oVIock^  and  after  the 
routine  busings  bad  been  gone  ^hrough^  a  meosi^  frooi 
the  Lords  was  received,  desiring  ^  a  present  conference  on 
a  naatter  of  high  importance  to  his  Majesty  and  the  NaUoo.* 

The  House.  imoiecHately  agreed  to  the  conference,  and 
tile  messengers  being  cniled  in  and  acquainled  dierevitii, 
the  following  members  were  appointed  to  manage  thecoa* 
fereiK^e  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

Mr,  Dundas,  "^  Sir  James  Shaw 

The  Chancelbr  of  the  Ejc*    Mr.  Kenrtcic, 

che^juer, 
Mr.  Foster,'. 
Mr.  Longt 

tjoiicitor  General  of  Scotland 
Sir  Pfeter  Mprray, 
Sir  Charles  Price, 
Mr.  Leicester, . 

Mr.  Dundas  soon  after  appeared  at  the  bar  witb  a  Reso- 
lution «f  the  Lords^  in  which  they  desired  the  concunreooe 
•of  the  Commons.  The  Resolution  was  to  this  purport:— 
"  That  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  Letters  Patent 
under  the  Great  Seal  be  issued  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an 
assent  ia  the  King^s' name  to  the  Regency  BUI.'' 

ITus  Chanctllor  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  in  ^rsu* 
ance  of  the  course  on  which  the  House  had  entered,  it  had 
now  become  necessary  to  consider  the  best  mode  of  giving 
the  Royal  sanction  to  the  Bill  which  had  passed  the  two 
Houses,  and  with  this  view  he  should  move,  that  the  House 
do  resolve  itself  into  a  Qommittee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  State  of  the  Nation. 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  said,  that  to  those  who  had  tliougRt 
with  him  through  the  whole  progress  x>f  the  present  mea- 
sure, that  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  >and  unconstitutional 
expedient,  no  apology  was  necessary  oh  his  part  for  rising 
to  reiterate  on  the  final  stage  of  that  proceeding  his  strongest 
condemnation  and  protect  against  it.  Although  it  might 
be  an  act  necessarily  following  and  arising  out  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  a  majority  of  both  Houses  had  decided  to  be 
the  best  and  most  salutary  that  could  be  adopted,  he  yet  re« 
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garded  every  previous  roeasure  as  "  trifles  light  as  air,**  in 
comparison  of'  what  it  was  now  proposed  to  do,  the  magoi- 
tude  and  impoitance  of  which  iinpobed  upot'i  him  the  ne« 
ressity  of  tresspassing  once  more  on  the  attention  of  the 
Honse.     If  there  was  one  maxim  morp  dearly  estahfished 
than  another  in  the  frame  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  that 
two  branches  of  the  I/egislaline  were  not  competent  to  make 
any  binding  provision  that  sliould  have  the  efFect  of  law.— 
If  there  was  any  beauty  in  the  Constitution  pecnharty  enti- 
tled to  Sidmiratioii,  it  wats  the  counteractive  influence  of  the 
separate  estates,  and  more  especially  the  salutary  operation 
of  the  Koynl  *  T^fo,'  in  repressing-  the    occasional  effer- 
vescence of  a  democratic,  or  the  general  pride  of  an  arisito^ 
crntic  spirit.  *  But  in  giving  a  fictitious  Koyat  assetit  to  an 
net  of  the  two  Houses^  what  was  it  but  to  uialce  u^of  that 
assent  to  p;ive  validity  to  an  act  of  their  ow.uf     (Hear! 
hem^l)     At  the  tinre  too,  when,  in  pursuance  of  tbe  third 
Re>olution,  the  ground-work  of  all  their  procee<lings>  they 
were  piofessing  to  aim  at  the  preservation  of  the  fortn  and 
principles  of  tl)e  Constitution.     He  wished  to  refer  also  to 
that  statute  which  he  conceived  had  been  too  s^Idoin  and 
loo  slightly  adverted  to — the  Act  of  the  13th  of  Chiiries  II. 
He  was  far  from  thiuking  that  this  statute  merited  ihe.ciin- 
tempt  with  which  it  had  been  treated^  iu  the  disoussiens 
MJiich  had  taken  |)Iace.     Whether  he  considej-cd  tbe  cha- 
racter of  theyersons  with  whom  it  originated — among,  whom 
was  to  be  found  a  Clarendon,  and  others,  w.ho,;  if  since 
equalled  for  patriotism  and  talents,  had  certainly  liot.^been 
surpassed — or  if  he  recalled  to  his  mind  in  what  company 
this  Inw  was  made,  when  he  remembered  that  by  the  same 
Parfiament  freedom  of  debate  was  first  secured  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  that  the  same  Parliament  defined  and 
improved  tbe  law  respecting  trials  fgr  high  treason  j  he  wns 
equally  impressed  with  a  hjgh  sense  of  the  value  and  esti- 
mation due  to  the  statute  which  he  had  alluded  to*.     The 
whole  spirit  of  the  Constitution  was  opposed  to  the  measure 
before  tnem,  and  it  was  besides  a  violation  of  the  plain  let- 
ter of  the  Law,     Bojh  the  Law  and  the. Constitution  might 
be  quoted  against  it,  and  against  any  other  Bill,  however 
partial,  K)cal^  or  temporary,  \ii  its  nature.     But  when  .he 
rej;ardcd  the  object  of  that  Bill,  which  they  were  then  con- 
sidering in  what  manner  to  sanction,  which  not  only  af- 
fected the  deepest  intmsis  of  the  country,  but  absolutely 
curtailed  and  disposed  of  the   prerogatives  of  the  Crowa 
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itself ^^ Hear  i  hear  I  Aeor  •/>-^at  that  partiealar  mooaeat, 
wlien»  by  an  unbappjr  visitation  of  tufiraiity  to  tlie  Sove- 
reign, these  prerogatives  were  left  at  their  mercy,  and  the 
ipower  of  ibfe  Royal  veto  was  totally  suapetnded— f^€ar/ 
hear  l)--r\i  ijvas  impossible  for  bim  to  suffer  such'  a  proceed 
log  to  be. completed  without  reuewiag  the  declaration  of 
h'la  most  solemn  protest  against  it.  Ivappf^ed  to  bim  that 
xJ)ere.  had  been  much  irregularity  in  referring  to  the  Mo^ 
fiarch  oh  all  occusiotisy  rather  than  tii^e  ^Xonarchy,,  which 
it  was  their  duty  no  les(i  than  their  interHt  to  guard.  Net* 
ther  was  he  inclined  to  join  in  the  levity  with  which  some 
htxA  termed,  the  proxJeedin^,  a  pbanfom !  [  To  him  it  a|>* 
ipeared  totconstitute^a  preceuept  of  .substantial  mi^^bief.— 
{Hear  I  AeflrJ>— fThe  power  of  jQonfemns  Peerages  hfid 
been  taken  fron\  the  Chief  Magistrate.  It  the  two  Housea 
bad  the  right  to  do  this,  their  right  was  equally  indisputable 
io  take  away  the  prerogative  of  making  peace  and  War.— * 
Where  then  would  the  precedent  stop,  and  what  line  could 
be  drawn  to.  the  assumed  privileges  of  the  two  Hous^2-^ 
He  would  sny  no  more  on  the  principle  of  the  Bill.;  but  be 
could  not  help  remnrkiiig,  ih^t  as  many  persons  had  arro* 
.gated  a  superior  claim  to  the  title  of  the  King's  friends^  it 
was  a.  strange  way  of  shewing  their  respect  to  the  Regal 
autlitorlty,  to  seize  upoa  the  period  of  its  suspension  and 
weakness,  tolimitand  restrict  its  moat  important  functions. 
It  appeared  to  bim,  thsil  there  was  much  absurdity  in  tra* 
eing  back  the  precedents  of  Henry  the  Sixth's  reign,  pre- 
cedents which  he  had  carefully  examined  w4ihout  finding, 
any  thing  more  than  a  cjuantity  of  bad  Latin  and  bad 
French.-  At  that  period  of  our  history  the  Great  Seal^had 
beea  passed  throui^  the  hands  of  an  infant,  in  order  to 
give  tne  Royal  sanction  to  a  Commission'  for  assembling 
.  Parliament ;  but  it  had  never  beeii  converted  before  into 
an  instrument  for  putting  the  Royal  authority  ip  abeyance. 
(Hear  I  hear  I  Acar!)— 'Though  perhaps  therefore  opt  less 
unconstitutional,  it  was  a  proceeding  that  failed  to  establish 
the  perilous  and  alarming  precedent  of  the  present  day.-— 
What,  however,  if  the  country  should  not  acquiesce  in  tbi$ 
novel  and  extraordinary  assumption  of  power  ?  What  if. 
their  ordinances  under  the  circumstances  of  their  present 
situation  should  be  resisted  by  the  people  ?  Ought  not  Mi- 
nisters to  have  considered  this;  and  was  it  not  their  duty  to 
consider  even  yet  whether  there  was  no  means  of  extrica- 
ting thenlselves  from  so  great  a  difficulty  !^  In  his  judgment 
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Aebnt  node  fbey  oookl  now  ad«pt  wo«ld  be  to  throw  out 
•ibii  Bill,  advanced  as  it  was  in  its  progfeas^  and  immedt* 
attly  address  his  rojal  highness  the  Princeof  Wales  to  as* 
avnte  the  governmenc  of  trie  coaotry.  (If earl  kearl  heart) 
*<— He  was  aware  of  the  length  to  whidi  the  discusstons  bad 
dmady  extended,  and  of  the  ability  with  which  they  had 
Wen  conducted ;  bat  Questions  distinct  in  their  natote  bad 
Wen  too  mocb  blended  together,  and  abundance  of  extra- 
SMoua  matter  introduced.  The  <|ue6tion,  however,  between 
4m  proceeding  by  Bill  or  Address,  bad  been  certainly  sof* 
ficientiy  debated,  and  he  should  say  no  more  upon  that  sub* 
jeet..  He  could  not  kelp* thinking  siiM^  that  those  who  bad 
taken  the  lead  in  support  of  proceeding  by  Bill,  had  but  iU 
aastained  ibe  character  of  superior  loyalty  and  atuuhment 
to  the  interests  of  the  Crown.  Where  w^e  they  to  h}ck 
fer  the  proofs  of  the  right  bctioorable  gentleman  opposite 
tMy.  Percevars)  anxious  concern  and  ndelity  to  the  Kin^ 
wis  Master  ^  Was  it  in  his  late  allusion  to  ihie  character  of 
Richard  U.  as  one  fit  to  be  compared  or  assimilated  to  his 
Majesty ;  of  a  King«  the  object  of  his  subjects'  abhorrence, 
iinprisoned  for  his-  weak  and  pernicious  subservicDcy  to  his 
minions ;  with  a  Monarch  engrossing  the  sincere  affections 
•f  the  countrv  over  which  he  ruled,  and  whose  return  to 
the  duties  of  nis^high  station  was  the  event  molt  anxiously 
desired  in  tiie  unaniasous  pcayers  of  bis  people?  The  rigln 
honourable  i^entleman,  itideed,  in  his  seal  for  poetical  qjk»- 
sation,  had  forgotten  to  notice  one  tragedy  of  the  iilostri- 
nus  hard*  to  whom  be  had  referred,  in  which 'sotne  xAoidents 
Hiight  perhaps  be  found  more  snitable.  to  the  occasion <-^ 
Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  consultod  the  play  of 
King  Lear,,  he  might  have  discovered  striking  examples  of 
the  etnptiness  of  pretended  loyatty,  and  the  inefficacy  of 
aoonding  professions  when  put  fairly  to  the  itsl^^Hfur  ! 
kearl) — He  might  there  have  seen,  by  the  character  and 
conduct  of  a  Cordelia,  that  those  who  boast  the  least,  atid 
make  the  most  moderate  pretensions,  those  who  vow  to 
Miyesty  nothing  more  than  is  inscribed  in  the  bond  of  a 
sMbject^s  allegiance, 

V^ho  !6re  his  Majesty, 

According  to  their  bonds;  normore,  nor  lest, 

were,ih  the hourof  real  peril,  infinitely  more  to  bedepeniied 
on  than  the  courtly  flatterers  who  profess 

To  lote  him  more  than  words  caii  wield  theonatter^ 
Dearer  than  eye-siglit,  spae<,  and  liberty. 


^ 
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Th«s  mucfa  he  deemed  it  neceasaigf  to  siy  in  tindicatioftt  ^f  I 

the  equal  loyalty  and  sincerity  orattaebment  to  the  King,  •  -I 

felt  by  those  who  had  retUted  tbecvrtailment  and  mtrlila-  •  ^ 

tioQ  of  his  prerogatives,— ^ffrar !  hear  I  tkar  l)^*^WhAt/t^(it 
indeed  Jtrnf^hi  be  the  warmtti  of  the^aifeclfon  iett  by  all  d6- 
'  seriptions  and  parties  for  the  Monarchy  be  ^ouLl  say^  thsit 
those  who  vot^d  for  an  act  so  sobtersive  of  its  interest, 
«rere  ra  fact  enemies  to  the  Moniarcby^  Impressed^  there* 
fore^  with  a  sens^  of  the  fatal  dangefii  that v  might  9rls<i  ik 
the  trstn  of  its  oatnral  consequenceSi  and  ^icb  tb^  #ron^ 
done  to  the  Constitution,  h^  woald  exckiria^  **  FiatjitiiiiitL 
iaat  cxban^  and  once  m6r6  exhort  the  Hoars^.  to  have  im- 
mediate recourse  to  an  Addre^  to  the  Prince  of  Wiilei.—  . 
When  the  question  should  be  put,  if  no  anrendmeVit  should 
be  moved  by  any  other  member,  be  would  dobrtiit  oM  to 
the  House  that  should  contain  his  protest  »gatnst  (be  prin-^ 
cipley  and  whieb  shoold  e:idhifbit  x>n  their  Journsfl^  to  sfftc^ 
ages,  tha»  so  laonstroius  a  violation  of  the  fu>i«daiM«ntut  pri>ti^ 
cij>les  of  the  CoBtthotioB  bad  ail  least  not  passed  by  ail  ilni^ 
nimoos  vote*    . 

The  question  vras  then  ptif  /  that  the  Hoitse  do  resolve  it> 
aelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  vrbole  Hon^,  to  take  into  eon* 
aider  at  tcm  the  State  of  the  Nation . 

The  Speaker  Uft  the  chair,  and  the  CbaneeUor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  ^  that  thfe  ResoloiticAi  of  the  Lords  Mh 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ellhit  obaerved^  tbat  he  coaid  not  muff^t  the  pt^ 
aent  occaaion*  to  pads  without  deolaving  his  ioiemn  procesi 
against  tbe  coarse  pMposed  to  them',  it  wa«'  bis  clear  ai^d 
decided-  opinion^  mat  if  calamities  simibir  to  tbose  which 
nowfffiicted  thecoontr^  areve  agaiiy  to  oacur,  a  ptao  simi* 
Inr  to  the  present  couioiiot  wain  be  reaoited  to^  without 
subverting  all  tlie  barriers  andTseccrities  of  the  Constitmioo. 
It  was  not  probable  that  the  Coostituttbn  would  itself  es«  s 
oape.— <^^ar !  heAr  ly^By  Iv^viog  recourse  to  a  mode  Of 
pDooeedingatonceindecoroiiSy  dispiritine,  aftid  fallacious, 
tbcT  were  asserting  the  ri^ ht  of  the  two  Houses  to  dispense 
lritb  tbe  Regal  omee.  They  were  declaring  their  determi* 
natioil  to  bring  tbr  Throne  to*  tbe  feet  of  th^  two  Houses^ 
and  evectiog  a  new  and  uuoonstuational  authority  in  the 
absence  and  infimiity  of  then*  Sovereign; — {Hear I  heart) 
He  did  not  rise  to'  troabie  the  Hoose  with  an  v  argooients 
on  the  question,  and  sboiild  therefore  content  hianself  irith 

Vol*  l^mi^  ^  V 
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yepeaiiog    bit    disapprobation  of  the    uieasvrej  and  bis 
inlMitioii  of  negativing  h. 

ik//\  Pomanhy  taid  be  rote,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
longing or  exciting  any  fresh  debate  ;  he  wisned  only  to 
add  his  protest  to  tliose  of  the  honourable  members  who 
had  spoken  against  the  comsprnmation  of  a  fraudulent  fie* 
tion.  It  was  one.  entire  and  unqualified  fiction,  defjiog 
and  trampling  upon,  the  Constitution,  and  oflending  tbe 
first  principle  of  reason,  by  asserting  tbe  existence  of  a 
power  to  give  the  Royal  Assent  in  an  act  designed  solely  to 
supply  the  Royal  incapacity. 

2^he  Speaker  then  rose^  and  began-  by  observing  that  it 
had  not  been  his  intention  to  trouble  the  Committer  at  any 
lengtli  in  delivering  bis  opinions  on  this  subject ":  bot,  after 
having  heard  die  very  strong  protest  of  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr»  Ponsonby),  and  also  what  had  fallen 
from  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  T.  Turton),  he  thoogbt 
that  opinions  so  disparaging  to  the  House,  and  derogatory 
to  the  whole  character  of  their  proceediogi  on  this  subject, 
ought  nut  to  pass  without  some  observadons. '  He  certainly 
saw  those  proceedings  in  a  very  opposite  point  of  view, 
and  therefore  could  not  confine  himself  to  a  silent  vote 
upon  tills  occasion.  He  had  been  silent  hitherto  on  the 
subject,  because  it  bad  been  so  thoroughly  canvassed  by 
.men  of  the  greatest  talents  and  enlightened  minds,  that  be 
almost  despaired  of  throwing  any  new  light  upon  it.  He 
was  also  desirous  of  abstaining  from  delivering  his  opinions, 
from  the  consideration  that  a  person  holding  tbe  situation 
that  he  did,  could  best  discharge  that  duly  by  not  mixing 
in  discussions  upon  ordinary  business.  The  question, 
liowcver,  now  for  their  consideration  was  no  ordinary 
business^  and  as  it  was  mixed  up  in  a  great  measure  with 
a  question  of  forms,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  the  most 
respectful  course  to  the  House,  to  state  iiis  opinion  on  the 
measures  already  adopted,  as  well  as  that  which  was  now 
proposed  to  their  consideration.  In  the  outset  of  these 
proceedings,  doubts  had  beeii  expressed  (he  did  not  say  by 
members  of  that  House),  whether  they  ought  to  beoon'- 
isidtitd  as  tbe  Commons-House  of  Parliament,  or  whether 
they  were  the  legal  Representatives  of  the  Commons  of 
England.  Whatever  alterations  might  by  ^ome  be  thought 
proper  to  be  made  in  the  representation,  yet  as  to  the  asser^^ 
tjon  t|)Ht  that  House  did  not  legally  represent  the  Commons 
of  England^  he  hoped  that  it  would  uever  be  made  widiout 
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meeting  the  nii09tpoiated  repreheDdioti.  Iti^asa  doctrine 
,aa  ill  fouaded  as  lit  was  daHC;erous.  >  Other  doubts  had  beea 
expressed  whether  thcy-.haxi  been  lawfullf  assembled,. 
aliQough  .they  bad  met  in  parsnaace  of  the  King's  writ. 
The  oaly  thio^  which  appeared  irregular  was,  that  the 
meeting  of  ParhameQt  did  Bot  caamieDce  in  that  thatinelr 
which,  in  •  point  of  tkne>  ogives  the  name  of  a  Session ;  but 
it  by  oo  meaos  iollQwed;  ihax,,  oo  this-  account,  the  twtf 
Hoiises  wsere  depri?ed  of  tiheii'  powers^  and  aoable  tCjf  d6' 
Hoy  thing.  Solar  friooi  that  being  the-case^  tbaeitwad^ 
then  that  new  and  extraordinary  powers  had  devolv<ed  upon* 
them.  .  It  then  became  their  doty  to  fill' up  the  chasm  rn 
the  Royal  Aiittiority;  aodl  snppiy  the  estisting  deficiency. 
This  became'their  doty ;  and  therefore,  from  necessity,  they 
bad  all  the  powers  which  were  necessary  for  the  dischar;^e 
of  this'  dttty.  However  momentous  and  hazardous  was  ^e 
task,  yettbeHoase  were  not  without  lights  Co  direct  them 
in  the  path  they  were  to  pursue.    In  looking  back  at  the 

Eriod  of]  tbe  Restoration,  it  would  be  found,  that  the  Par* 
meat  ai  that  time,  although  surrounded  with  difficulties, 
did  not  beoitate  to  exercise  all  the  powers;  which  were 
oeoesary  sor  the^object  they  had  in  view.     They  wielded, 
in  effect,  the  sceptre  of  this  Kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of 
festoring  their  legitimate  Sovereign  to  the  throne.    The 
Exchequer  was  iq  the  mean  time  at  their  command,  the 
mihtary  fovce  obeyed  their  directions,  arid  every  thing  was 
done  by  them  wnich  the  necessity  of  the  country  required 
to  be  done.    Thir  was  certainly  a  case  of  e^treitiity,   but 
all  the  acts  so  done  were  afterwards  sanctioned;  and 'the 
Restoratiod  Parliament  wa»  allowed  to  be  a  valid  Parlia- 
ment.   At  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  when  they  were 
bttsi^  In  the  election  of  a  new  Sovei-eign,  and  in  bringing 
itlH'ward  what  they  claimed  as  the  rights  of  the  subject,  the 
Cooventioii  Parliament  conceived  themselves  entitled  to 
a^l  the  rights  of  a  Parliament;  and  there  were  instances 
of  their  having  at  that  time  punished  Magistrates  who  had 
acted    improperly,  atid  other  persons  who  had  disputed 
their  authority*    The  House  at  tbe  time  of4he  Convention 
Parliament  began  with  appointing  a  Committee  of  Privileges. 
He  could  baye  wished  that  their  example  had  been  followed 
in  this  respect  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  House  upon  the 
present  occasion.    He  thought  that  it  ought  not  to  haye 
been  kfil  dotibtf&l,  whether  the  House  was  not,   at  Ha 
nertioc^  ^^'tled  to  the  whole  of  its  priyileg^  as  a  House 
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of  Commoss  Icgallj  inanMed.  WliateTcr  cmine  dick 
ilalihpratioas  might  have  taken  in  the  fini  instftnoe}  yet  tl 
i[|b0DUi  have  been  known  that  their  decisions  were  entMed  to^ 
tb^  fuU  weight  and  anthoriiv  that  tfao  Hoote  of  Gommona 
pqflBesMa  when  aswiiiblcd  under  the  ordinary  oitcnoittanoes. 
4t$  to  the  great  question  then  asbmitled  to  their  eonstdcia^ 
tion,  h«f  who  bad  home  no  part  in  the  p»eoadiiu(  disGttiaioiM, 
wb9  had  00  imaginable  pnicate  intemtt  in  tho  detanninatioii 
ot  it|  bud  vievnl  ia  every  li|^  the  mcnioies  which  had 
^fW  fidopted  on  this,  occasiori^  and  it  iiraa  hia  'decided 
qpiHiOU  tnat  thoie  meaanips  weie  jintv'  and  such  aa  ought 
^  aa?9  been  adopledy  (Loud  cria  wf  HiarX-  htm-l} 
and  tbf^t  no  otbec  coucse  could  have  been  odoptod.  which 
^oa)4  h&  ^uftHy  edeptoal  Sox  all  the  objcota  which  the  two 
Boj^i^  of  Parliament  liad  in  their  T.ic«.  He  an^st  cordially 
cpnci|r9e4  in  the  principles,  which  had  been  stated  in  that 
Bou^,  twtniy4wo  y^ara  ago»  by  a  distingnislied  peivonf 
(^rd  Graqville)  who  then  filled  the  Vttoation  he  now  held 
hipi^f*  In  his  coQcurrenoe  with  all  the  general*  priooiiiii^ 
then  stated*  h®  should)  however^  save  s^ad  exoepl  that  part 
irhiph  sp^the  of  the  restrictions  and  limitatiaiw  that'  w 
tjien  thought  adyisiMe*  With  respect  to  tiie  li 
if^hicViY^re  then,  imd  which  luay  now  bp.  thought 
«^Tj9  ^^  sl»wld  ipcWf^r  to  give  any  opinion.  He  ahonid 
UQ^  sielect  two  or  tSrot  of  those  cwdinm  poiaisi  npoK  whidi 
^  pr^qi^t  aigttipmthjinged.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands,* 
tfiat  It  i^a^  thp  duty  of  the  two  HodsqSi  and  that  they  had 
Uip  power^  to  provide  tho  necessary  meana  of  supphring  the 
Itovfl  disability,  it  bad  baeri  stated  that  the  modb  which, 
haa  bceq  pufsued  at  the  Kestora,tiony  aad  at  the  Bev^liitioot 
was  to  cau  a  Sovereign  to  the  throne  by  an  Addew  of  the 
two  (lousef.  Wbeo  a  Sovereigiii  wh<»iher  dejuro  or 
4e  fada^  possessed  th^s  throqe,  he  held  an  ofipe  the  fime" 
tions  of  which  v(W  known  to  a)l  tho  paopfe.  On  thoeo 
two  occasioQi  ^e  obj^t  of  tb^  a4dic^w  was  merdy  that  the 
throve  should  be  filled*  The  fMrfsent  c»$e  vfw  wuleiy  di£« 
Isrentji  i^s  tl^e  throng  was  alfi'u^iy  (\^\\ ;  aud  Uie  quostiow 

Sas  oiiif  as  to  the  powers  which  oii^l)t  lo  be  gymi  to  the 
egf^ut*  Tbera  baa  be^  9,  gceat  d^t^rcuoe  with  mpcct 
to  the  ycmcBs  with  which  B^geots  bad  hseo  entrnam  at 
4ifierent  iim^  xh^  fulkat  powers  which  bad  boon  ^ven 
^rm  tp  PhUip  pf  Sp^iia  tfau  husband  of  our  Queen  m^ft 
fluad  to  tbe  Lords  Jn^ioea  appointed  under  the  Smcessioo 
icV*    Thft  Bo^is  werq  mp«i  i^pitxitMi  which  vsei^a  «i 


to  tbe  9Bffmt9  nt  the  tinlGB  of  George  h  or  Ge&frgi  If.    If » 
the  tmo  Homfs  ivere  now  of  opinion,  that,  nfider'the  fxb^ 
ing  circmmlaitces,  certain  rettrictfons  and  (iiiiitation96houkl 
be  put  to  the  Rojal  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Regent  >  he 
thoBglit  that  it  was  a^eat  that  an  Addreis  w^uld  not  be  • 
the  most  cofwetnent  mode  of  imposing  restrictions  and  liia{« 
tatioos.    It  must  always  bid  twme  in  mind,  that  thir  case' 
differs  from  those  which  he  had  tonentioned,  in  this,  that  we- 
hare  ftliifing  Monarch,  whose  interrsts  and  whose  rtghta' 
it  was  the  duty  of  I^rUameat  to  protect,  while  they  were 
tafcini;  vieasores  for  supplying  the  present  deficiency  ifi< 
Ao  exercise  of  the  Royal  twnetioos.     It  was  on  this.aceounf^ 
thati  riiey  had  tendered  the  Regency  under  certain  modifri 
cations  of  ifae  Royal  power,    in  the  acceptHnce  of  th^' 
Mqjency,    whether  ^iven  by  ah  Address  or  a  BiVI,  the 
Regent  was  a  party  to  the  contract ;  but  the  Kine  ooulil 
not  at  present  be  a  paH;y  to  this  contract.    It  therefore 
beeame.  wcocssary  for  the  iioBse  to  combine  the  intemta 
of  the  &Mrei«ign  wilh  the  supplying  the  existing  defieietiej 
in  tbeeaercise  of  the  Rojral  nmctions*    There  was  no  war 
ef  oonbimig  tlMse  two  objects  in  a  manner  the  roost  dMi« 
gatoty  to  all  the  subjeets  of  the  Empire,  which  was  so 
offiBctual  as  a  BM.    The  two  great  objects  of  Partiament 
were  thus  obtained  stmullaneoosly,  atid  in  the  most  au« 
tbe^tic  nuinn9#    He  thought  that  the  steps  which  were 
most  proper  were  those  which  most  resembled  what  woolct' 
betaken  incases  whero  the  King  was  fit  todiscfaaige  the 
fbactioiis  of  Royalty.     It  was  therefore  right  upon  the 
present  oecasion  to  give  life  and  activity  to  the  Great  Seal, 
which  had  been  always  considered  as  the  organ  of  the  wilr 
of  the.  King.    This  Seal  was  also  considered,  not  only  as 
the  oilman  of  the  Royal  will  j  but  it  was  ateo  the  Great  Seal 
of  tlie  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
whicb-all  the  sofcyeots ^  the  realm  were  deeply  interested  for 
tlie  pre^enration  of  their  rights.    It  was  by  no  means  un- ' 
usual  for  Parliament  to  command  the  alixine  of  the  Great 
Seal.    It  was  tlie  common  pmoliee  of  that  House  to  order 
writs  under  the  Great  Seat  lor  the  return  of  members  (o  serye* 
in  FarUameDt.    Although  he  would  not  eonlend  that  the 
two  Houses  ought,  upon  eqatmon  occasions,  to  interfere  wltb\ 
the  Greaft  Seal,  yefr  thi^  were,  many  instances  of  their 
hairing'  ei(ereised  a  eontrot  over  t6e  Great  SeaK    The  llesto* 
mtion  Phrlifinient  cHd   not  hesitate  to  confide  the  Great 
Seal  t«  the  Evl  of  Manobester^  and  to  esmcise  a  cmtn^ 
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over  tt  until  ^e  Kiw  had  arrived  ia  tUs '  emutry*  It 
thereforo  appmied  fo  Ilim  that  the  twoHoines  ifeiefbllj 
jjMiifiedy  nol  00I7  from  feason  and  the  necmfcUy  of  the 
OIK,  bot  abo  froim  precedent,  in  oideiing  the  untA  Seal 
io  be  put  to  the  Clonimiaiion  which  h^  beon  that  day 
lead.  Af  to  the  precedent  wbich  had  been  cited  by  the 
bonooiaUe  baronet  (Sir  T.  Turton),  and  on  a  former  ocaca^ 
aion  by  othen,  his  ^^cneral  answer  to  the  argnmenta  founded 
upon  these  precedents  was,  that  they  were  farmed  for  a 
state  of  things  totally  diffisrcnt  from  the  present,  and  thai 
therefore  they  did  not  apply.  There  was  now  a  Kii^r ; 
and  God  forbid  that  they  should  be  inattentive  to  bis 
interests,  or  think  themselves  bound  strictly  to  follow  pii&- 
c^edents  of  cases  where  there  was  no  Sovereign  on  tbe 
throne,  or  where,  as  at  the  RestontioR,  the  only  object 
was  to  call  the  legitimate  Sovereign  back  to  his  tbrooe. 
It  remained  for  him  to  notice  an  objection  to  the  present 
cottise  of  proceeding  wbich  had  been  stated  on  a  former  nighty 
Chough  upon  this  or  any  other  paii  of  the  subject  he  could 
not  hope  to  state  any  thing  new — ^indeed  it  was  imposrible 
to  say  any  thing  new  upon  it  after  the  (ample  discnssiona 
which  it  had  already  unaergoiie.  In  this  respect  he  had  to 
apologise  to  the  Committee  for  the  want  of  novelty  which 
must  necessarily  pervade  all  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  to 
its  consideration.  Tiie  objection  to  which  he  alluded  was 
that  which  represented  the  whole  of  this  prooeedrng  as  a  fie- 
.  tion,  a  fraud,  an  imposition  wholly  unworthy  of  tte  councils 
of  a  great  nation.  The  applicalion  of  such  terms  to  a  Par* 
liamentaiy  proceeding  may,  perhaps,  be  excusable  in  tbe 
warmth  of  discussion ;  but  he  was  persuaded,  that  upon 
mature  consideration,  no  hon.  member  would  continue  ot  the 

aiinion,  that  the  course  which  had  been  adopted  by  tbe  two 
ouses  could  be  justly  so  designated.  But  then  it  was  oon* 
tended  that  the  proceeding  was  a  fiction,  because  it  assumed 
the  Tolition  of  the  King,  who  ^had  already  been  declared 
incapable  of  such  volition.  But  in  bb  opinion,  if  the  natiae 
and  purport  of  the  instrument  then  upon  their  table  were  to 
be  examined,  it  would  not  admit  of  such  aa  interpretation. 
They  were  all  aware  that  in  idl  ordinary  cases  of  opening 
Fhrliament  by  Commission,  the  Commission  stated  that  it 
had  been  issifed  b^f  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Coundi ;  and  in 
like  manner,  that  in  Commissions  forgiving  theRojral  assent 
by  Commission  to  such  bills  as  may  have  passed  Inith 
Houses,  it  was  uniformly  stated  that  tbe  King  had  read  ud 
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underetood  the  bilk  to  which  the  Royal  assent  was  to  be  so 

i  S^T^-    Now,  upon  exam tnitig  the  doitaniission  under  Qon« 

I  -nderation,  it  wonM  be  found  that  these  references  to  the 

I  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  to  the  personal  cognizance 

f  .   of  his  Majesty,  had  been  struck  out,  and  the  authority  of 

I  Parliament  inserted  in  the  bod^^  bf  the  Commission ;  nay 

I  more,   that  at  tlie  foot  of  this  Commission,  where  toe 

;  '  Royal  signature  was  generally  annexed,  the  ^authority  and 

the  name  bf  Parliament  is  added.    With  all  this  evidenC 

.    upon  the  face  of  the  Commission,  how  could  the  whole  pro* 

ceeding,  and  this  part  in  particular,  be  justly  called  a  fiction 

-"-every  thing  personal  to  the  King  being  struck  out,  and 

the  name  and  authority  of  Parliament  distinctly  and  openly 

introduced  i    This  skct  of  the  two  Houses  was  undoubtedly 

a  strong  act,  but  it  was  an  act  founded  upon  and  fully  jush 

tified  by  the  necessity  of  the  case.     He  should  not  presume 

4o  impute  it  as  matter  of  charge  against  any  honouAbla 

member  for   designating    the  proceeding   in   any    mam- 

ner  in  which,  in  nis  vieW  of  it,  be  might  think  it  tight 

to  represent  it;    but  to  say,  that  under  such  circum« 

ctanoes,  it  amounted  to  a  fiction,  was,  in  his  mind,  a  grbsi 

perversion  of  language.    But  even  if  the  proceeding  upon 

•which  thetwo  Houses  had  hithertoacted  were  now  to  beabaiH 

doned,  and  the  course  by  Address  to  be  adopted,  the  Regent, 

•n  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  or  a  month,  would  have  to  come 

^  ^oWn  to  Parliament,  to  confirm  his  authority.     They  had 

no  power  by  their  address  to  authorize  the  Regent  to  perfonn^ 

any  legislative  act.     If  he  were  to  take  ujion  him,  tneui  tte 

exercise  of  the  powers  of  Government  by  an  address,  he 

would  still  have  to  look  to  Parliament  for  a  confirmation  of 

bis  authority.    He  would  then  have  to  put  the  name  of  the 

'  King,  by  bis  Great  Seal,  to  the  act  for  establishing  his  own 

power  without  the  consent  of  the  King,  in  the  same  manner 

as  it  is  in  this  proposed  to  be  done  by  Parliament  to  the 

Commission  for  giving  the  Royal  assent  to  the  Re^ncy  BtlL 

{HeoTy  hear !)  In  what  manner  could  he  otherwise  give  the 

lloyal  assent  to  the  Act  but  in  the  name  of  the  King  ?    (lis 

.  hU  own  name^  was  answered  across  the  table.)    in  his  own 

name,  Ms  understood  spme  gentlemen  to  state ;  but  by  what 

authority  f    He  could  have  no  power  to  do  that  but  by  the 

authority  of  Parliament ;   and  if  his  signing  could  not  be 

valid  until  authorized  by  Parliaments  then  the  proceeding 

by  address  would  end  as  it  began — ^in  the  neceHsity  of  having 
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tiie  Kkif  *»  •igliAtiiFe,  IrUbont  liis  pmaml  tplilk»|  set  to 
.a»  ael  tipen  (>he  autliotity  of  P«riiaHMot.  Bot  why  AeM 
Patliftoieii^  rescMt  to^secfa  a  ccMinie^  wheD  Ibey  eoutd  alonee, 
hj  their  uwb  attibovity^  diieet  the  Grtal  Seid  t»  be  applied 
Ha  tiie  CoiBitnssieB  for  givii^  thu  Royal  asaeiit  .to  the 
Jte^iey  BiU  ?  Had  those  jsrenUemen  who  proposed  to  pl^ 
<aacd  hjt  address  eonaideied,  that  if  their  course  wera  to  be 
udopted^  the  Regent  would  have  to  ustirp  the  name  entile 
KiBgt  if  he  directed  the  Great  Seat  to  be  appli€d  to  any  art 
wilhofit  the  authority  of  PafUanient  ?  The  Great  Seal 
aaigjbt^  ifideed^  be  mA  to  give  validity  to  such  Acts,  bat 
irhat  was  to  be  said  of  thckt  inwat  class  of  puUic  Acts,  to 
wJbish  the  Frivy  Seal  gave  va&dity  ?  Would  the  Reseat, 
npea  an  Address,  direct  the  application  of  the  Privy  Seal; 
#r  if  he  sfconldi  where  was  the  seenrity  that  such  instfttOMsilB 
<»ght  noi  be  controverted  i  iJf  the  Grant  Seal  itself  eodd 
not  be  ffse  fms  being  liable  to  be  centroverted  wider  soeh 
•iinnnistnnces,  how  could  they  be  oartaAn  that  the  Pvivy  Seal 
iRug^l  not  be  (yiestioned  ?  Brides,  anothei^dificnitywonld 
.airise  as  to  all  the  varioiis  and  nraltitadinooa  nets  which 
derive  tbeiv  validity  from  Sign  Mahuak  Every  hononmbie 
member  was  awane  of  the  great  mass  of  ofieesy  eiviK  mil^ 
4m7,  tiaval,  and  ecclesiusticaU  which  dH^ived^all  their 
seenrity  from  tlte  authority  of  the  Sign  MannnK  Could 
IkejF  be  <}mte  sur^^  then,  that*  if  the.  Regen4  by  Addrsss 
ah#n2d  give  efficacy  to  such  appointments  by  tite-  Sign 
Mannal  before  his  authority  shouM  be  eoofirmed  by  Paf^ 
Hknent,  they  wou)d  att  be  admitted  to-  be  vnBd^  Could 
tJley  be  porlectly  certain  that  each  wolild  not  be  made  the 
sul^et  Of  vexatious  .litigation  ?  He  was  »wnfe  thai  the 
argument  would  revert,  upon  himy  and  that  he  might  be 
ashed  whetl^er  the  Parliament  might  not  be  resovled  to  i  Baft 
tbeyy  in.  such  a  ease,  wouki  have  only  their  maoe  togive 
him  as  a  seeptns ;  wliereEis»  by  the  pioeeeding  niKfer  coo** 
lidieratiDn^  they  would  give  an  armour  that  would  be  H» 
|ienetraMe,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  sword  that  woidd  be 
Mmesistible.  Upon  tlie  whole  it  WM  bis  opinifMi,  tbota 
R^B^eney  should  be  modelled ;  thata  Regent  should  be  ap 
|K)iipted^  that  the  iotensts  of  the  lofinnB  Ktogi  shknild*  be 
aecured  to  him  under  every  circumstanee  of  age, 
#r  weahnesa;'  and-  that  piopep  piovisioo  should  be 
£ar  the  iuttim])tion>of  bis  power  in  the  event' of  hb  veoovefey* 
All  this,  in  nis  view  of  the  case*  should  he  done  by  the 
solemn  act  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ;  which  cankl 
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be  controverted' by  no  autboritv  m'ttib  96ift  r  iWifcn^otiM 
be  binding  upon  themtelves,  hnd  l^icb  aCH^tie^ubjbdtsaJ? 
the  Ilealm  would  be  cortipelled  to^  obey.  fkMd  th^h  dntjr 
4e  apologize  to  the  {^msmiiiee  for  hftymg  i^  Ibn^  bccupid 
their  attention :  but  entertainingr  the  bpiniotis  helM'iJf^tdJ^ 
lie  felt  it  to  .be  his  .bounden  dotj  not  to  let  tbat'^ta^  of  tUb 
proceeding  pass  tnthoat  stating  it  to  be  his  firm  conviction^ 
that  the  course  of  proceeding  l¥hich  had  bc^n  ^adt^btcd  W^ 
tnost  reverential  to  the  9a|meign,  most  eflbctual  for' tHfe 
H^ent,  and  most  beneficial  for  the  country.  XttPeHry  'he'af^ 
Jiearl)  .  •     .  •         • 

Mr.  Ponsoriby  felt  the  highest  respect  for  ,lliff  ftttthoril 
4nd  talents  of  tTie  right  honourable  gentleman  Vho  B^^ 
ju^addr^sed  the  Committee;  but  in  coAsequen'ce  of  :Cllfc 
allusions  that  had  been  made  to  what  had  ikiten  firomlii^- 
0elf^  he  conceived  himself  called  upon  to  bfer  a  iTew  obser- 
vations to  the  Committee.  It  was  extremely  natural  for  the 
ri^Ut  honourable  gentleman,  holding  the  situation  be  filled 
with  so  much  ability,  now  that  the  House  bacl  ^ecid^d  in 
fiivour  of  the  proceeding  under  conSideflktion.  should  b^ 

{artial  to  %  and  give  it  his  support.  Biit*  whilst  hrfelt  tlM 
ighest  respect  for'  that  i%ht  honotiraBIe r^ntldman^  he 
should  discuss  his  arguments  with  the  tao^i  perfect  ffeedfom* 
/nie  ri^ht  honouraUe  gentleman  bad  mistaken  alU^ether 
ihe  drift  of  his  argument,  when  he|Bupp«ied  that  he  applied 
ibe  term  fiction  to  the  present  part  of  the  prboeedlng.  H^ 
bad  never  said  that  the  fiction  consisted  in  using  the  iCni|f  s 
iiame,  asin  this  instance,  but  in  Parliament  adopting  a  pro* 
oeediug,  implying  the  cbnsent  of  the  Kin^,  after  both  Houses 
•bad  d^odea  that  he  was  Incapable  of  giying  such  coosenC 
The  r^t  honourable,  gentleman  had  a^ked,  if  f  hey.weie  to 

Coceedby  Addr^  h6w  the  authority  bfthe  Re^^ent  cbuU 
considered  us  kiio^  to  the  country  without  kn  Act  g( 
fi&rliament  to  confirm  it  ?  Certainly  it  could  not ;  t>at  at| 
that  Parliament  had  to  do  in  the  first  instan'ce,'was  to-siipptjf 
ihe  deficiency  in  the  Royal  authority,  to  m4lte  a  sub^tirutit 
i<3it  the*  incapable  Sovereign,  personally  com'|[)eteht  tu>4>e 
the  Roral  assent  to  the  Apt.  This  wto  the  cuiirse  .pursu^ 
^t  die  Revolution.  The  fiction  he  complnioed  of  was  ii9t 
ia'the'w6tding  of  the  Commission,  but  that  th^.)^.str<i  iVMit 
implied  a  consent  which  Parliament  had  declared  i  he  ^ing 
in&pable  of  givid^.  '  But  the  right  honodrkbte  gcjitleiii£\a 
idsked  whether  they  coAld  be  sure,  that  if  thel  Recent  ]nrere  to 
*be  appointed  by  AddietSi  bis  authority  Woula  bt  recognized 
Vol,  I.— 1811.  4  X 
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wd  ^tamtted  to  in  tbe  countiy  ?  The  rigb^  honourable 
gentleman.  howeyeT}  must  recollect^  that  nobody  had  ever 
aatd  that  it  wou1d>  unless  confirmed  by  an  Act  of  legislation, 
£yery  maa  must  khow^  that  if  the  Regent  shouhTgiyc  the 
Royal  assent  to  such  an  Act,  it  would  1^  bindii^  upon  tbe 
whole  nation.  He  knew  not  what  latent  virtue  may  reside 
m  tbe  form  or  metal  of  the  Great  Seal,  tliat  could  give  to  tiits 
proceeding  a  higher  claim  to  authority  than  the  course  by 
Address ;  but  the  argument,  if  worth  an^  ^^injCv  wduld 
leyert  upon  those  who  usod  it.  Might  it  not  with  cqutil 
force  be  asked,  how  they  could  be  sure  that  this  course  of 
proceeding  would  be  submitted  to  by  the  nation,  or  recog- 

Sised  in  tne  Courts  of  Justice  ?  It  was  the  assuming  the 
king's  consent,  when  it  was  known  that  he  was  incapable  of 
consenting,  that  constituted  the  fiction,  the  fraud,  and  the 
usurpation  of  the  Royal  .authority  in  this  case;  whereas  the 
proceeding  by  Address-  pointed  a  plain  and  simple  plan  of 
attaining  their  object — a  course  congenial  to  the  principles 
of  the  Q>nstituiion,  and  conformable  to  the  uniform  practice 
of  Parliament  in  the  best  of  times.  The  course  of  pro* 
cccding,  whether  by  Bill  or  by  Address,  w^s  to  be  Justified 
Vy  the i&ecessitv  of  tne  case ;  but  in  both  cases  requiring  to 
be  confirmed  hy  an  Act' of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 
^he  whole  question  then  was,  whether  it  would  be  beUer  to 

Sroceed  by  Address,  according  to  the  precedent  of  the 
leyolution,  or  by  Bill  as  in  the  present  proceeding.  Hq 
had  thought  necessary  to  say  thus  much,  as  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  addressed  so  much  of  his  speech  to  what 
had  fallen  from  him ;  he  did  not  mean  to  extend  the  debate 
to  any  lengtb,  and  should  therefore  content  himself  witli' 
Repeating  his  splemn  protest  against  the  whole  proceeding* 

.  TJe  Chancellor  oftheExdiequer  felt  it  unnecessary,  after 
tne  able  and  argumentatiye  ^peeMsfa  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
bear  him,  to  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what  had  been  so 
forcibly  urged  by  him.  After  that  speech,  he  thought  it 
Impossible  to  throw  any  additional  light  upon  the  subject ; 
but  he  must  remind  the  Committee,  tl^t  no  part  of  that  con- 
atitutional  and  able  ai^ument  ^as  to  be  ascribed  to  a  pcedi^ 
lection  for  the  proceedings  sanctioped  by  that  House  in  con- 
fluence of  the  situation  sp  ably  filled  by  his  right  hoii. 
friend.'  If  his  n^i  hon.  friend  had  delivered  his  bjpinion  to 
the  Committee  without  argument,  there  might  be  room  for 
knch  a  supposition  ;  but  when  they,  foiind  ^im  stating  his 
jopinion  upon  the  fullesl  deliberation^  and  supporting  it  wUlj 
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arguments  not  only  conclusive  in  tbernselresf,  bat'wiiicli  fici3 
actually  refuted  all  the  arguments  on  the  other  side,  if  wzb 
not  just  to  impute  thb  opinion  to  any  partiality  for  the  pr^ 
ceeuings  of  that  House.  Having  said  thus  much  in  vine) 
cation  of  his  right  bon.  friend's  argumenty  he  should "pr^ 
ceed  to  reply  to  an  observation,  of  the  rieht  honourable  g^i& 
tleman  opposite  (Mr.  Ponsonby))  when  ne  charged  his  nj^ 
hon*  friend  with  having  misunderstood  him,  as.  to.hisacpp^ 
cation  of  the  harsh  terms,,  fmud  and  fraudtileiit  fictiori,.  (p 
the  proceeding  before  the  Committee,  tlpoti  ttiis  poiiit  h^ 
must  remark,  thai  towards  the  close  of  bis  speebh  the  rig&t 
Lon.  gentleman  had  admitted,  that  the  proofing  bv  XS^ 
dress  would  not  be  complete  without  being  confirmed  1)y  ah 
Act  of  Xiegislation.  If  that  were  the  case,  then  h6  must  c6ii« 
tend,  that  all  the  objections  to  the  proceeding  by  Bill  would 
apply  with  more  force  in  several  respects,  and  with  equal 
force  in  every  other  instance,  to  the  proceeding  by  Addr^. 
Thev  would  have  the  same  use  of  the  King's  name  without 
the  King's  authority,  and  the  same  assumption  of  bis  volition 
without  hi!i  being  capable  of  expressing  his  wilt*  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  adverted  to  the  case  of  the  Revo* 
lution,  but  be  seemed  to  forget  that  the  state  of  the  facts  was 
wholly  different.  Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
"iuean  to  say  that  the  Regent,  by  Address,  was  to  give  the 
Royal  assent  to  his  own  name  ?  ■  If  not,  whether  they  were 
to  proceed  by  Bill,  or  by  Address,  then  the  Royal  assent 
would  be  to  be  given  to  the  Bill  establishing  the  Regent's 
authority  in  the  King's  name.  If  the  Regent  could  not  give 
the  Royal  As^nt  but  by  the  authority  of  Parliament,  w!iy 
may  not  Parliament  at  once  give  authority  to  the  Commis- 
sioners in  this  commission  named  to  signify  such. assent? 
The  objection  would  apply  equally,  or  with  more  force  to 
the  mode  of  proceeding  by  Address;  and  thb  was  the  great 
answer  to  all  the  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  on 
the  other  side.  He  trusted  confidently  that  they  would  have 
the  universal  concurrence  of  the  nation  in  this  proceeding— 
that  all  classes  of  their  fcllow-subiects  would  feel,  that  in 

J>roviding  for  the  deficiency  in  the  Executive,  they  had  ad- 
kerecl  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  forms  of  Parliatnent  and 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  their  bounden 
duty,  with  a  view  to  this  object,  to  resort  to  the  authority 
of  the  Great  Seal  in  the  earliest  possible  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, in  order  to  clothe  it  ^ith  the  authority  of  law,  an4 
give  to  its  prorisions  the  eftect  Of  Legislative -sanction^    The 
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ffcnfU:^I^yf  woqid  bf  bound  by  the  Gieat  Seal :  and  an 
iicftticl|a)i  tbji.t,  tonhichybjthis  Cpmmission,  the  Roynl 
ms^ni  v«&  to  be  fiveiii  when  ccrtiGed  to  them  qnder  the 
(jr^t  Sea|»  WOtuUl  b^  equally  binding  and  imperatireapon 
<^C  J^d£C%  tt)uppn  every  other  class  of  the  subjects  of  this 

Jfr«  P<msQnhj/^  in  explanation^  stated,  in  order  to  correct 
llie  ibviu^d(*ratai|ding  of  the  right  bon.  i^ntleman,  that 
frbi^t  }^  b^  sai^t  wa^  ^^t  the^  shovild  in  this  instance 
^^ipi^  t^e  piece(!|ept  at  the  Revolution}  bv  putting  by  address 
%U^  the  place  m  the  third  branch  of  the  Legislature,  a 
|iersQ^  who  might  have  the  poipFcr  to  ass^t  or  dissentyta 
txeroue  volition  or  nolition,  as  to  apy  acts  which  might 
|»a»the  two  other  branches  of  the  Legislature.  In  the  pre* 
ient  proceeding  they  proposed  to  give  the  Royal  assent  to  % 
mfiasum,  when'  the  Sovereign  was  incapable  of  expressuig 
assent  or  dissent  to  it  s  and  this  was  what  he  considered  the 
fiction  and  the  firaudt  The  rational  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be,  fir^t,  to  provide  the  substitute  for  the  King,  to 
iexpiess  the  King^s  will ;  and  then,  when  the  three  branches 
wereentirei  to  proceed  to  legislate*  As  to  the  apprehensioa 
that  the  proceeding  by  fuldress  would  not  be  assented  to  by 
the  Dubhc  or  the  courts  of  law«  the  same  objection  might  be 
jomit  to  the  present  proceeding. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  felt  sorry  that  he  should 
bave  misunderstood  the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  but  now 
that  he  had  expkined  what  ne  meant,  he  must  say,  that  in 
whatever  way  netook  the  r^ht  bon.  gentleman^s  statement, 
it  wouU  be  equdly*  open  to  his  argument :  for,  if  the  Regent 
'"wereto  be  appointed,  how  could  he  know  what  powers  he 
vvas  to  have  tiU  they  snould  be  defined  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? 
^nd  as  he  could  not  give  the  Royal  Assent  to  such  Act  in  his 
pwn  but  in  the  i^ing^s  name,  it  would  cpme  to  the  same 
JLhii^  in  the  end  as  tlu;  giving  the  Royal  assent  without  tt^ 
/consent  of  the  King  in  person.  In  that  case  the  King's  assent 
would  be  to  be  signified  bv  the  R^nt  without  his  authority ; 
whereas^  in  this  case,  Parliament^  upon  its  own  authority, 
was  to  provide  for  giving  the  Royal  assent  to  the  Bill. 

Lord  Porchister  observed,  in  answer  to  the  question^  how 
^he  R^ent,  if  appointed  by  Address,  could  know  whai 
liowers  ne  was  ia  have,  that  the  Address  invited  him  to  tahe 
upon  himself  the  whole  administration  df  the  government, 
nnd  thatnt  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Regent  was  the 
only  tofiff.  \sx  .the  kingdom  wuo  iwas '  ignorant  pf  .w^at  the 


powers  of  the  E:(ecntive  weiie.  ,  What  M  suid .  his  friends 
"cqnV^ded  for  was,  that  before' they  shoidd  proceed  to  le^is* 
late,  th^  should  proyide  a  constitutional  sabstituiefor  the 
King,  who  should  oe  capable  of  supplying  his  defective  vo^ . 
lition.  But  this  Commission  wouia  not  supply  that  roya^ 
volition,  because  the  Commissioners  would  only  be  autho- 
rized to  signify  assent  without  the  power  of  dissenting.  The 
duty  of  the  Parliament  was  to  provide  ^  person,  having  tikk 
power  of  assent  and  dissent,  to  represent  the  Roval  will^  auc} 
Hot  to  atteiiipt  to  give  validity  to  their  own  act  by  their  own 
Volition,  Ir  they  should  proceed  by  Address,  theywould, 
in  the  first  instance, supply  the  defect  in  thie  Executive;  but 
if  they  should  proceed  tolegislate  with  qut  the  third  brancfli 
complete,  in  &ct,  or^by  substitution,  there  was  ho  knowing 
where  the  business  may  end-  This  was  the  gT(^t  and  strong 
•argument  against  the  proceeding,  that  upon  such  a  prece* 
dent;  a  fatm^  Piarriameot  may  found  the  subversion  of  the 
monarchy,  and  the  overthrow  o(  the  Constitution,  (ffeaf^^ 
hear  I)  With  respect  to  the  use  of  the  Great  Seal,  he  mus^ 
remind  the  Committee,  that/the  Parliament  of  Charles  II 
which  overturned  the  monarchical  constitution,  had  the 
{MMHiessioii  of  the  Great  Seal  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  be* 

ginning  of  the  civil  war^  and  yet  had  never  had  the  presump^ 
on  or  the  lolly  \o  use  it*  Upon  all  these  grounds  ne  ^ould 
protest  against  the  >^bofe  proceeding. ' 

Mri  4darH  maintained  the  necessity  of  the  distinction 
ttated  by  his  tioble  friend,  that  this  proceeding  was  an  act 
iof  the  two  Houses  without  the  sanction  of  the  third  brancA 
of  the  l^islature.  This  third  branch,  according  to  the  Con* 
-gtitution,  acts  b^  ixsgonsible  advisers ;  but  where  were  tfa^lv 
i6\ook  for  advisers  m  this  case?  Such  a  proceeding  was  . 
without  precedent.  If  they  had  adopted  the  course  by  ao* 
dress,  thev  would  have  a  person  substituted  for  the  King,  to 

S'  ive  the  Koyal  assent  constitutionally  ijo  such  acts  as  niig'I/t , 
e  agreed  td  bv  Pflrliament,  bein^  himself  irresponsible,  but 
acting  by  responsible  advisers.    This  was  tlie  grea)t  distinc- 
tipn  that  should  nort  be  lost  sight  of. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said  he  had  listened  with  the  most  eames 
attention  toalVthe  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  bj 
t;he  right  honourable  gentlanan  opposite,  (the  Speaker)  ar- 
guments which  must  be  attribtitea  to  his  real  feelings  abfi 
^h vie tiori  upon  the  question  under  discussion,  independent 
'•f  any  partiality  he  hiight  be  supposed  to  feel  in  consequendb 
oftbe  nigh  office  he  filled  in  the  chair  of  t^iat  House :  but 
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laving  bestowed  all  liU  aiteDtioa  upoo .  these,  he  was  war* 
raQlea  in  supposing  tliai  tliejr  oontasoed  all  th^t  could  be 
said  in  favour  of  the  proceedinff. under  consideration ;  and 
the  conclusion  In  his  mind  ivas,  that  they  contained  nothing 
subslaiitially  in  favour  of  the  proceeding.  The  right  boa. 
gentlemoji  bad  said  tha^  tliey  were  not  a  Parliament,  nor 
posscsscxl  of  the  poiven  and  privileges  of  a  Parliament  from 
the  first  moment  of  their  aasembling,  till  the  application  of  the 
Great  Seal  to  (he  Commission  for  opening  the  Session,  trans- 
frrred  or  metamorphosed  them  into  something  resembling  a 
Parliament.  It  bad  fiUlen  to  his  lot  at  an  early  period  after 
their  meeting  to  state,  that  not  having  their  ^  Commit- 
tees of  Justice,  of  Keligion>  of  Privileges,  they  did  not  con- 
stitute a  Parliament,  and  could  scarcely  be  considered  as 
the  true  representatives  of  the  people.  This  opinion  had 
now  received  the  support  of  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  the 
highest  authority  in  that  House,  out  hecould  not  help  ob-. 
serving,  that  it  would  have  been  well  if  that  right  hon.  g£s^ 
tieman  had  at  the  time  condescended  to  ^ivc  some  intimation 
or  hint  to  the  House  of  its  actual  situation,  in  older  that  the 
proper  steps  mi^bt  have  l)een  taken  to  reinstate.it  in  its  con* 
stitutional  functions  as  a  House  of  Parliament.  The  right 
bon.  gcntlemah  would  admit,  that  not  having  cstabli^Ced 
their  Committee  of  Privilcge8>  they  bad  not  power  to 
try  an  election  petition  even.  The  right  honoorable  gen-^ 
llcnufii  bad  taken  occasion  that  night  to  express  bis  entire 
concurrence  in  the  principles  laid  down  in  tne  speech  of  ^ 
noble  member  of  the  other  House,  wh6  had  filled  the  chair 
of  that  House  in  178D,  and  spoke  from  the  same  place  from 
which  the  ri^iit  honourable  gentleman  had  addressed  the 
[Committee,  lie  had  no  doubt  that  the  noble  person  alloded 
to>  bad  been  guided  on  the  occasion  by  a  conscientious  sense 
of  duiy  and.  rectitude ;  and  no  man  could  find  fauK  w;th 
with  him,  for  the  consistent  cours€  he  iiad  recently  taken  in 
another  place,  liut  when  the  rigjit  honourable  gentleman 
abounded  so  amply  in  precedents  and  authorities*  both  par- 
liamentary and  constitutional,  it  was  rather  strange  that  he 
had  not  supported  'bis  opinions,  rather  upon  bis  o\^n  argu- 
ments and  authorities,  tlian  by  taking  shelter  under  thesenti- . 
ments  of  the  noble  lord  to  whose  speech  he  had  alluded. 
Such  a  course  might  have  suited  the  subordinate  agents  of 
Government,  who  had  got  that  speech  re-printed  in  a  cheap 
form,  with  a  viow,  no  doiilit,  to  eml^Kirruss  their  opponents. 
But  the  great  defect  of  the  argument  of  tiie  right  honourable 
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IQ^entlcmaii' ipras, that  beconfoandeci the  pej[san,.an(l  tlie office 
prthe  King.  Pocliam^t  had  tUe  power  to.sv^pply  Uie  person 
to  exercise  the  xegfA  function3^  but  had  no  authority  to  takis 
(hem  upon  itself,  (Mtary  hear !)  The  right  hon.  gendeman 
had  asserted,  that  the  statute  of  Charles  JU.  had  reference  to, 
a  Ving  existing  and  competent,  when  it  made  it  high-treason 
for  the  tw^  Houses  to  legislate  without  the  sanction  of  the 
kin<;.     But  be  should  contend,  that  whilst  (his  statute  ex- 
isted, those  who  may  be  concerned  in^  affixing  the  Great  Seal 
to  this  Commission  would  be  guilty  of  high-treason ;  an4 
that  the  members  of  that  House,  if  they  should  countenance 
it^  would  be  guilty  of  n^isprision  of  treason.     When  the 
present  Parliament  should  be  dissolved,  when  they  came  to 
give  up  an  account  of  their  coiiduci,  when  their  coostlLucnts 
br^an  to  question  and  catechise  them ;  there  would,  without 
doubt,  be  found  a  fund  of  sourid  constitutional  sense  in  the 
country  to  disapprove  of  this  imheard-of  encroachment  on 
the  Royal  prerogative.     At  the  moment  when  they  assumed 
the  powers  of  the  Crown,  they  impaired  their  right  to  the 
rcpriiseniation  of  the  people.    The  right  hou.  gentleman 
dught.tp  recollect,  that  at  the  Revolution  the  assembly  then 
ticver  called  themselves  a  Parliament ;  they  entitled  them- 
selves a  Conventv>n  :  they  requested  Kin^^  Williani  to  con- 
vene the  Parliament,  and  also  that  be  shoald  issue  his  writs 
to  fiU  upibe  vacancies.    Much  had  been  said  about  ro^et 
for  Ihfe  precedent  of  1788.    1  must  express  my  surprise  (said  • 
Mr.  S.)  to  see  the  ri^ht  hoh.  gentleman  so  enthusiastic  in 
support  of  it,'  whom  faro  glad  to  see  so  plump,  and  robust, 
ai^fl  niddy^  bectiise.I  confess '^y  fears  for  bis  safety  from  the 
zeaj  of  the  gentlemen  beside  htm*    They  are  so  very  entho^ 
sia^c  itf  their  imitaiioii,  that  i  really  imagmci,  because  Pro* 
vid^iioe;  carried  off  the  gentleman  who  tilled  the  Chair  in 
X7^  ihey  will  bcjgin  t^  think  that  there  is  a  flaw  in  their 
pres^ti  procoeding,  if  their  present  Sp^ker  does  not  meet 
with  a  similar  catastrophe.  (Loud  laughing.)  Mr.  Sheridan 
OCM^lBiudod  by  again  entcnog  hts  solemn  protest  agtiinst  t|iis 
m^sme*        ;   . 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to.  On  the  report  being 
brought  up,  Sir  Thomas  Turton  moved  an  amendment,  ex« 
pressini^  *^  that  the  putting  the  Great  Seal  to  the  present 
Cpm^misiion  was  lin  assumption  of  the  Royal  power,"  &c.  ; 
which  was  negatived >withont  a  division. 

^r.  Jdam  expressed  a  wish  to  know  when  the  Great  Seal 
could  bg  a^xed  ? 
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Tie  ChmteUor  of  iht  JRicht^uifto^  the  fifll  would 
pass  ike  Loitl^  in  time  to l^kye  the  Oiinit  j^sfl  affixed  to-mor- 
row. A  motion  wa^  then  ib^ide  that  'th^  House  shdnld  desire 
^.conference  with  their  Xoi^ip^^'ori  the  stA\iect  of  the  last 
coniE^ence. — Agieeato*       '  .  .       . .  ^ 

A4jourDed«  :    /. 


•  I 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Soon  after  strangers  were  admitted,  Mr.  Qaarme,  the 
I)eputy  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  came  to  the  bar,  and 
•miounced  that  the  Commons  were  ready  for  the  conference 
in  the  Painted  Chamber. 

The  Lords  appointed  to  manage  the  conference,  namelj, 
the  Lord  President  (Earl  Camden),  the  Lord  Privy  Seal 
<E^t1  of  Westmofeland),  the  Lord  Steward  of  the  House- 
hold (£arl  of  Aylesford),  Earl  Graham  (Dtike  of  Montrose), 
the  Earl  of  Livemool,  ^e  Bishop,  of  Salisbury,  Lord  Wel- 
festey  (Marquis  WelJesley),  Lora  Walsihgham,  and  Lord 
Kenyon,  went  forth. 

On  their  return  soon  afterwar()s,  £art  Camden  reported 
the  communication  by  the  Commons  of  their  afrreement  t« 
|he  Besolution  of  Saturday  last,  filling  up  the  Uimk  with 
the  words  ^'  and  (Tommons.** 

ASSENT   TO   THE  mSGSNCY   BILL* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  put  the  4)aestibn  to  adjourn  during 
]>kaflure«  which  was  a^rreed  to^ 

.  His  Lordship  shortfy  afterwards  re-entered  the  Hoiiae  in 
•his.  robes,  and  said  from  the  Wodkack,  ^  My  Lofds,  a 
Commission  has  issued  uoder  the  Grtet  Soal,  toimvimg  tht 
Kayal  assent  to  an  Act  which  has  passed  bcwth  nouses  ej 
i^adiament.*' 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbuiy,  ttie  Loid .  Chancellor 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (Earl  CamdM),  th< 
Lofd  Privy  Seal  (Eail  of  Westmoreland)  and  the  Duke  o 
•Montrose,  took  their  seats  as  Commissioners,  Tor  givteg  tb 
ficnral  assent  to  the  I^ency  Bill. 

,    Air.  Qaarpue,.  the  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  ^a 
sent  to  desire  the  attendance  of  the  Commons. 
.,   Shortly  afterwards,  the  Speaker  and  a  gttAt  nOniNnr  c 
tncmbersof  the  House  of  Commons  came  to  the  bar. 
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afindto4»      T'Atf  Lord  Chancdhr  mi-^^^  MjX^rds,  and  Gentlemen 
^shoolddesii  of  the  House  of  Commons;  inaosniitdi  as,  for  certain  causes, 
jeaof  fcta  his  Majes^tjr  cannot  -conveniently  be  present  here  this  day. . 
a  Commission  has  issued  undei"  the  Gi^eat  S^aT,  to  us  ana' 
otiiet  Lords  directed^    reciting  the  tAlets'  rdt^nt  of*  the 
'  15th  of  January,  fpr  opening  and  holding  this  preseAl^  PdV<« 
.  liaroent,  and  the  passing  of  an  Act  agreed  upiHfi'  tMl^Jloth 
Hotises^.  alfed  notify itog  iih  Rojalr  ateenC  to. toe  wsi  Aadtf 
lafliich  GommisBioftt  yen  will  now  heaif  read.'*  . 

The  GomraisBitin  mwA  read  ai  the  table  bjT  tke-  readii^/; 

OaanDe,  i  ^^^*    T'^  Lords  amied  in  it,  besides  tbosd  sitting  a»QMtin  ^ 

^  ^^  initeiorti9Tli^fe,>theEaFlof  Ayle^ford,  the  Earl  Of  iiverpoojii, 

ihecoiita  ^^  Matquir  WellerileyV  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  LoM  J^Lfeu** . 

bofougih.    None  of  the  Royal  Dukes  weret  ntftndd  in  \Uil 

wiff  Daself.  nor  ti^te  ariy  of  them  present.    Thb  usual wovdl,  ^ShaviMil 

Miyj^  sd^tt  and  pferfiK^tljt  understood,".  W^re,  as  betbreaiatod^  UA*: 

f^Va^  ootb    The Commissiofi;  aft^r  reciiifig.Ihe  fonn^c  Cosilttis^  i 

dZ  '^  ^^  ^^^  1^^  ^^  JaDuary,'  ami  declaring  i«t  wimf^l 

fZjm  was  ivorded  in  other  respects  nearly  as'uftuaiin  Gommisdo^ll! 

/'^I^  isfiwd  by  the  Kibg'af  Auibority,  for  giving  tIiO:RojNil  aiBMlt 


t»  Bills^  and.  concliKlbd>  by   aifthorisi!^  the  Lordis .  mfeiir 


sKdvice  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and'Temporul,  alidfGomdionsir' 
iH  Farliaraeat  assembled."      '  .    *  ^;  .t 

The  Corhntission  haraig  been  read,,  the  hniM  Chonddhif; 
sak}-^'^  My  Lords*  and  Gentlemen^^In  (C^edien^e  toUhtft 
conMiimida,  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers  ahd  authoiil^.to' 
us  giv«*n  by  the  snrid  Commissions,  one  of  wbioh  yon  ^av^^ 
now  beard  read,  we  rfo  d^lare  and  notify  Itis'Majesiftjr'a' 
Royq!  ist^s^wi  to  tht?  Act.  in  the  said  Commission  mentioned,' 
nnd  the  Clerks  are  required  to  pass  the  saine  in  the  usual 
form  and  words." 

Mr.  Rashleio'h^  the  Bepiity  VAcrk  c|f  tife  Crown,  then 

^)jlk  Jii*nd  the  title  ot  the  Act,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  the  Clerk  assis- 

fl^ni^d    wnt  of  the  PcirliaiWenf,  pasjsed^ flic  Act  in  the  usual  words, 

j-iffl!gtk    viz.  "  /.e /£fli /<?r«/^" 

/flic  Commons  withdrew  froni  i\\e  bar,  and.  the  txirds 

kRod/*"    Commissioners  cjuitlccl'their  bench.     Adjoiimedii 


bar. 


1 
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PROTEST. 

AGAINST     AOREKING     TO   TI^B    REfiOLtfTlOX    TO   PUT    Tl^ 
GREAT  8RA|«  TO  A  COMlfiSSlON  TO   PASS  THE   RBGeNC 

Dinentient. ' 

1st.  Because  baving  disapproieed  of  .the  stAte  ofanarcfaj 
in  which  this  country  has  beni  kept  for  three  months,  an< 
Vbieh  lAicht  have  been  prevented  by  following  the  pre* 
cedent  of  1668,  I  caiinot  agree  to  this  measure  for  termina 
tkig'  it,  which  I  consider  to  be  unconstitutional  and  ilie^l  \ 
as,  by  ordering  this  Commission  to  be  passed,-  the  twi 
HousiK  of  Parliament  assume  thixt  power  into  their  own 
hands  to  make  a  law,  which  it  is  expressly  declared  tbey 
bawMol,  by  statute  the  ISth  of  Charles  II. ;  and  in  order 
to  svit«  the  emergency,  the  usual  and  important  words  are 
left  out  ot  this  Commission,  ^^  liaving  seen  and  nnderatood 
the  ^usea  of  the  Bill." 

0dly.  Because  I  disapprove  of  the  Bill  which  this  Com- 
mission is  to  pass  in  this  nnprecedented  manner,  as  thinking 
it  impolitic  and  inexpedient ;  and  it  appeare  to  me  to  be 
Tery  ungracious  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
be  taking  advantage  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  third 
branch  of  the  Legislatiure^  to  attack  its  prerogatives  ;  aind  if 
this  principle  be  admitted,  ofonlv  allotting  such  portion  of 
the  Royal  authority  as  we  think  nt  to  the  person  executing 
the  Ro3ral  functions^  upon  the^ame  principle  still  farther 
limitalions  might  have  been  added,  and  tue  Rq^t  ren- 
dered merely  a  cypher,  and  the  Monarchy  itself  degraded 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 

PONSONBY. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

» 

TUESDAT,   PBBRUARY  5. 

A  message  came  from  the  Lords,  announcing  their  agree- 
ment to  the  conference  in  the  Painted  Chamber.  The 
managers- who  managed  the  last  conference,  were  appointed 
on  the  present  occasion,  with  the  addition  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  to  carry  the  Resolutions,  with  the 
blanks  filled  up,  to  the  Lords. 


ft 
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^^  •  • 

Mr.  Dundasj  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  announced 

their  communication  of  the  ResoUitions  to  the  Lords  ;  and 

some  time  afterwards,  a  messa^  from  tlie  Liords  desired  the 

Topnn    attendance  of  the  Commons  to  the  re,:idins^  of  the:Cora- 

HE  iEMSt    mission  for  giving  the  Royal  assent  to  the  Regency  Act. 

After  returning  from  the   House  of  Lords,  the  House 
imaiediately  adjourned. 
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